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Association Officers and Directors 
Executive Board 

 
William Brockmiller President 
Joe ‘Pepito’ Figueroa Vice President 
Andy Smith Treasurer 
Roy Burnett Secretary 

Directors 
 
Roy Burnett Member Support 
Karen “Bam” Rolirad Vigilant Partners Coordinator 
Greg Radabaugh Hall of Honor and Special Activities Coordinator 
Ted Colquhoun Social Activities Chairman 
Dennis Buxton Newsletter Editor 
Joe ‘Pepito’ Figueroa  Remembrance Ceremony Coordinator, Fallen Eagles Editor 
Ken Maynard 16 AF News and Associate Newsletter Editor 
Dan Martin FTVA Historian and Associate Newsletter Editor 
Bob Benitez Golf Tournament Coordinator 
Jacque Lerma Picnic Coordinator 
Jerry Gething President, Mid-Atlantic Region Chapter 
Ronald “JJ” Graham President, Heritage Chapter 
John Toillion President, Aloha Chapter 
John Aurelius President, Gold Country Chapter 
Greg Roman and Stan Cook Co-Presidents, Rocky Mountain Chapter 
Ken Williams President, Alamo Chapter 
Jacob Scheid/Scott Lawson President, Wasatch Chapter 
Bob Sherwood Director Emeritus 
Joe Hurst Director Emeritus 
Jim McLendon Director Emeritus 
Bob Cope Director Emeritus 
A.J. Harrison Director Emeritus 
Bill Apodaca SLO, 16th AF Advisory Member 
Ted Colquhoun Past President 
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A New Year, New Beginnings, and Continued Commitment to Excellence 
As we ushered in 2025, the Freedom Through Vigilance Association is excited to embark on another 
year of growth, community, and service. We reflect on the incredible accomplishments of the past 
year and look forward to the opportunities and events that lie ahead. Whether you are a long-time 
member or new to the FTVA family, we are grateful for your continued support and dedication to 
our mission. 
Supporting the Air Force Intelligence Enterprise 
At the heart of everything we do, the FTVA remains steadfast in its support for the Air Force 
Intelligence and Cyber Enterprise. As we look to the future, we are committed to continuing our 
efforts in supporting Air Force intelligence and cyber professionals and fostering collaboration 
across the enterprise. This includes ensuring that our events, initiatives, and programs reflect the 
values and mission of the 16 AF and its legacy organizations. 
We are excited for the year ahead and look forward to the opportunity to work together in advancing 
the mission of the Air Force and strengthening our unique heritage that unites us all. 
Spring Picnic and Annual Events – Save the Date! 16 May at Stapleton Park 
Looking ahead to the spring, we are thrilled to announce our upcoming Spring Picnic and annual 
events. This event is a time for us to come together as an organization, share in the camaraderie that 
makes the FTVA so special, and celebrate the continued success of the Air Force Intelligence and 
Cyber Enterprise. Mark your calendars for our Spring Picnic on 16 May 2025, Stapleton Park, 
Pavillion 2 where we will gather for a day of family-friendly fun, delicious food, and engaging 
activities. This event is always a highlight of the year, and we encourage all members and their 
families to attend. It’s a great opportunity to meet new members, reconnect with old friends, chat 
with intelligence and cyber professionals that are currently serving, and enjoy a day of relaxation 
and celebration. 
In addition to the Spring Picnic, we are excited to continue hosting our annual fall events that honor 
our fallen, recognize excellence, and provide valuable networking and learning opportunities. From 
social gatherings to community support, our events are designed to keep our members connected 
and informed about the latest developments within the Air Force Intelligence community. 

The President’s Corner 
 

Bill Brockmiller 
President, FTVA 

Contact: wbusaf@gmail.com 
 

mailto:wbusaf@gmail.com
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Thank You for Your Continued Support 
I want to extend a heartfelt thank you to all our members for your continued dedication and support 
of the FTVA. I am excited for the opportunities that 2025 brings and look forward to another 
successful year of service, camaraderie, and growth. 
...and as always, 
Remain in Touch! -Bill Brockmiller 
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Newsletter Staff 
newsletter@ftva.us, 210-627-7586 

falleneagles@ftva.us, 402-452-4562 
Dennis Buxton, Editor 

Dennis Rasmussen, Senior Adviser 

Joe “Pepito” Figueroa, Associate Editor, 
Ken Maynard, Associate Editor, 16th AF News 

Dan Martin, Associate Editor 
Roy Burnett, Circulation Manager & Member Support 

******************************************************************************* 
Spring has Sprung! 
At least that’s the case here in south-central Texas where the mornings are a tad on the cool side, 
but the afternoons are simply loverly. With April around the corner, that means it’s time for the 
upcoming Spring Picnic to be held May 16th at Stapleton Park, Pavillion 2, where members, family 
and friends will gather for fun in the sun. Naturally, this event will have a photographer present to 
capture the revelry so wear your April best and bring your smiles to be captured and printed in the 
June issue of Remain In Touch. 
As always, feel free to reach out directly to me at dennis.buxton@me.com or newsletter@ftva.us 
with your comments, recommendations, gripes and just about anything related to this newsletter. 

 
Remain In Touch, 

Dennis Buxton 
Your Newsletter Editor 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
  

mailto:newsletter@ftva.us
mailto:falleneagles@ftva.us
mailto:dennis.buxton@me.com
mailto:newsletter@ftva.us
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Call for FTVA Hall of Honor Nominations 
Nominations for the FTVA/16 AF Hall of Honor are being accepted NOW! Please e-mail any 
nominations to Greg Radabaugh (gregory.radabaugh@gmail.com) no later than June 30, 2025. 
Please visit our Hall of Honor page, www.ftva.us/the-hall-of-honor and Contact Greg with any 
questions or comments. 
The Hall of Honor was created in 1983. It honors individuals who served with great distinction and 
contributed immeasurably to successful mission accomplishment. The Hall of Honor preserves the 
legacy of those who have gone before, highlights their deeds, and honor their contributions to the 
nation. 
 
 
  

FTVA Hall of Honor 
Greg Radabaugh, Program Chair 

Contact gregory.radabaugh@gmail.com 
 
 

mailto:gregory.radabaugh@gmail.com
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New or Annual-Renewal Regular Members 
John Baland, Roseville, CA 
Lori Weber, Norfolk, AR 

James Long, Round Rock, TX 
Brandon Abbott, San Angelo, TX 
Elizabeth Monahan, Spokane, WA 

Karen Blair, Helotes, TX 
 
 

New Lifetime Members 
Ben Campbell, Roberta, GA 

Richard Lipsey, San Antonio, TX 
Brian Witte, Millersville, VA 

 
 
Please address issues relating to the FTVA website or membership to MemberSupport@ftva.us. 
 
 
  

FTVA Member Support 
Roy Burnett, Member Support Chair 

Contact: membersupport@ftva.us 
 

mailto:MemberSupport@ftva.us
mailto:membersupport@ftva.us


Remain In Touch                                                                                                                                     March 2025 

8 

 

 
 

 
 

526th Intelligence Squadron 
Creates MIDNITE APEX, 

Increasing Combat Readiness for Peer Conflict 
Adapted from an article by TSgt AJ Hyatt, Published 13 Jan 25 

JOINT BASE LANGLEY-EUSTIS, VA -- Hundreds of 
intelligence analysts, from 27 units across the globe, 
recently participated in the MIDNITE (Multi-Intelligence 
Discipline Network Integration Training Exercise) APEX 
24-1 exercise in November 2024, which allowed intel 
professionals to overcome foreseen and unforeseen 
complications in their targeting cycle, lay out the 
groundwork for the specificity of each unit’s role within 
the targeting cycle, and more importantly shorten 
timelines with repetition and practice. 
MIDNITE APEX is a training exercise designed and 
delivered by the 526th Intelligence Squadron, at Nellis 
Air Force Base, Nevada, with the support of ACC/A23. 
 According to USAF Maj Kevin Walters, 526 IS DO, this 
exercise allowed all Combat Intelligence Network (CIN) 
audiences to integrate with the intent to prepare 
intelligence professionals to participate in future CAF 
exercises. The MIDNITE APEX scenario was designed 
in accordance with National Defense Strategy (NDS) 
priorities to support the Air Force intel training and 
integration requirements for a Joint Force effort, which 
equipped individuals and teams with the skills to 
effectively collaborate across intel functions. 
 The goal of MIDNITE APEX is to directly target and 
train intelligence Airmen, creating an environment where 
we can find our own weaknesses in systems and processes 
with the goal of strengthening our force to be more 

16th Air Force News 
Articles compiled and submitted by Ken Maynard 

Associate Editor Extraordinaire 
Contact: spitfiresa@me.com 

The 363d ISR Wing is a global enterprise. 
Subordinate to Air Combat Command and 
Sixteenth Air Force, the 363d ISR Wing is 
composed of three groups and their subordinate 
squadrons. Each of the groups has a distinct ISR 
mission. The 363d ISR Wing’s mission is to 
deliver intelligence to drive warfighting 
outcomes in competition, crisis, and conflict. The 
wing provides intelligence support to targeting, 
special operations ISR, and full-spectrum ISR 
analytical support to the tactical warfighter. The 
wing is comprised of over 1,700 Regular Air 
Force Airmen and civilians augmented by 
another 1,700 Air National Guard and Air Force 
Reserve Airmen. When taken as a whole, the 
wing’s Total Force presence is spread across 30 
squadrons, 13 states, England, and Japan. 

mailto:spitfiresa@me.com
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combat effective, according to USAF SSgt Dylan Stout, a 526 IS imagery analyst, who helped build 
the synthetic images supporting the exercise. 
 “In the past the intelligence community has never had a large-scale combat representative exercise 
tailored to their skill and problem set,” said Stout. “MIDNITE APEX was created to better prepare 
our Airmen by honing the skills of their respective AFSC’s while also improving the communication 
between various forms of intelligence units.” 
These types of exercises enable service members to practice tactics, techniques, and procedures in 
situations that mimic real-world conditions, enhance operational readiness, and foster both 
collaboration and adaptability. 
“This could also lead to use of finding new software as well as solidifying plan A and fully fleshing 
out a Plan B, C, etc.,” said USAF A1C Ian Castro, 526 IS analyst, who helped build the synthetic 
signals intelligence associated with the exercise. “It provides valuable intelligence training and 
prepares intelligence professionals and joint force players for a multi-domain conflict increasing 
our chances to prevail.” 
“MIDNITE APEX changes the way we think about combat air force intel training,” said Walters. 
“For the first time, intelligence Airmen from across the world are able to participate in an exercise 
where their training is the priority and they are all working on the same scenario, environment, and 
their analysts drive the outcome.” 
Historically, intelligence Airmen participate in large force exercises or local exercises that are tied 
to command and control or combat flying, which must meet their training objectives, providing 
intelligence Airmen combat skills training in conjunction with others. In this exercise, it is all about 
intelligence. 
“As much as I hate to say it, intel is hard and we are often wrong because the enemy has a vote,” 
said Walters. “This offers an environment to be wrong, to learn from the mistakes, and to get better 
for when it matters … when lives and national objectives are at stake. This is also the first time 
where the true priority is intel integration! Intel is complex and spans across so many disciplines. 
They all have to work together.” 
Another game changer is that this exercise focuses on real world tools and systems. 
“Intel does not have a simulator like pilots or other weapon systems,” the 526 IS DO said. “The 
only way to understand the tools is to use the tools. MIDNITE APEX (and the MIDNITE series) is 
based on using real world tools and not some tools designed just for an exercise. Everything looks 
and feels like the expected tools and tasks for combat.” 
“Overall, the exercise was an overwhelming success due to the development and growth of the intel 
training audience in a complex virtual environment,” USAF Col Ryan O’Neal, 365th ISR Group 
commander, said. “Each CIN entity (DGS, Targeting and Unit Level Intel) drastically improved 
each day due to a dedicated daily intel sync, which allowed for integration debrief and application 
of the debrief the following day. The most notable development was the streamlining of the 
information flow as participants become more familiar with the flow of information and timelines 
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between the DGS, 363 ISRG Targeteers and the Unit Level Intelligence members working in the 
Combat Intelligence Cell’s (CIC). The integration drove deeper analysis and communication, 
supporting better learning and development as the byproduct of intel as primary training audience.” 
The next iteration of MIDNITE APEX is scheduled for mid-2025. In the coming months, senior 
leaders will continue to plan and execute exercises such as MIDNITE APEX to focus on readiness. 
 

363RD ISR Wing 
Receives Meritorious Unit Award 

Adapted from an article by TSgt AJ Hyatt 363rd ISRW, Published 23 Dec 24 

JOINT BASE LANGLEY-EUSTIS, VA -- The 363rd Intelligence, Surveillance, and 
Reconnaissance Wing (ISRW) recently earned the Air Force Meritorious Unit Award (AFMUA) to 
recognize the organization for outstanding achievement in direct support of combat operations 
during the period 1 June 2023 – 31 May 2024. 
The AFMUA is given to Air Force active duty, Reserve, and Guard units for exceptionally 
meritorious conduct in the performance of outstanding achievement or service in direct support of 
combat operations for at least 90 continuous days during the period of military operations against 
an armed enemy of the United States on or after 11 September 2001. 
The unit must display such outstanding devotion and superior performance of exceptionally difficult 
tasks as to set it apart and above other units with similar missions. The degree of achievement 
required is the same as that which would warrant award of the Legion of Merit. Superior 
performance of normal mission will not alone justify award of the AFMUA. Service in a combat 
zone is not required, but service must be directly related to the combat effort. Squadrons, groups, 
and wings may be recommended for this award. 
"Our wing is about to hit its 10-year anniversary and earning back-to-back MUAs shows we’ve 
really hit our stride as an invaluable part of the USAF and Joint teams," said USAF Col John Thorne, 
363d ISRW commander. "The Award really highlights that our deployed and in-place Airmen 
across the globe are performing critical work to keep America safe every day." 
The 363d ISR Wing has received the MUA five previous times: 

 1 June 2015 – 31 May 2016 

 1 June 2016 - 31 May 2017 

 1 June 2017 - 31 May 2018 

 1 June 2021 – 31 May 2022 

 1 June 2022 – 31 May 2023 
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16TH Air Force Continues Poland Cyber Command 
Partnership With First-Ever Malware Attack 

Exercise 
Adapted from an article by Matthew McGovern, Published 4 Dec 24 

Joint Base San Antonio - Lackland, 
TX -- Poland, a logistical hub for 
military and humanitarian aid to 
Ukraine, is a major target of evolving 
Russian cyberattacks. 
Poland Cyber Command 
(POLCYBERCOM) and 16th Air 
Force (16AF) reinforced their 
commitment to defeating malicious 
cyber actors in the information 
environment during a recent Poland 
Cyber Command delegation visit, 
here, Oct. 29 -31. 
This visit marks the third Polish 
delegation interaction and the first-
ever simulated Malicious Playground 
exercise where Polish and 16AF cyber 
warriors worked side by side 
defending against a simulated real-
world malware attack. 

“This effort represents much more than just friendship and good will. It is an effort built on the 
pursuit of common defense strategic goals and understanding of the threat landscape in the 
USEUCOM Area of Responsibility,” said Col. John Habbestad, 16AF Plans and Integration 
director. 
Working together, teams generated insights by pursuing threat indicators: including window event 
logs, domains, internet protocols and network traffic. 
Sixteenth Air Force units and their Polish partners also focused on adversary threat simulation and 
cyber threat intelligence, growing readiness by identifying key areas to strengthen bilateral 
collaboration. 
The partnership is part of a continuing strategic alliance made possible by information sharing from 
leadership engagements, subject matter expert exchanges, video teleconference meetings, and 
bilateral and multilateral exercises. 

U.S. Air Force Lt. Col. Karl Sickendick, 90th Cyberspace Operations 
Squadron, commander, provides remarks during a joint cyber exercise at 
Shadow’s Edge software office, San Antonio, Oct. 30, 2024. Ten members 
of the Polish Cyber Command exchanged collaborative ideas with United 
States Air Force Cyber counterparts during the three-day event. (U.S. Air 
Force photo by Deirdre McNamara) 
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“Over the last two years, we have strengthened the AFCYBER enterprise collaboration with our 
Poland CYBERCOM counterparts through over 16 interactions,” said Maj. Emmanuel Rivera, 16th 
Air Force, Poland desk officer, in charge of the bilateral exchanges. 
Continual visits between 16th Air Force and Poland, allow for unified face-to-face partnerships, 
without relying entirely on teleconferencing and is, “an important step towards building 
interoperability with our capabilities and makes it easier to cooperate on operations,” said Poland 
Col. Michal Golak, Poland Cyber Command chief of Cyberspace Security Division. 
Golak noted when NATO partners have similar understanding of tasks at all levels, including 
analysts, and operators, “it'll speed up the process of engaging in joint activities of Polish cyber 
forces and forces from 16th Air Force.” 
Poland Cyber Command, established in 2022, is a new specialized component of the Polish Armed 
Forces with over 6,500 skilled personnel responsible for uniting capabilities in advanced 
information and cryptographic technologies. 
“Our POLCYBERCOM friends are incredibly capable and eager allies, and they’re ready to 
continue building our collective capabilities to reach interoperability,” said Habbestad. “Our 
bilateral exchanges always result in very constructive operational outcomes.” 
Sixteenth Air Force (Air Forces Cyber), headquartered at Joint Base San Antonio, Texas, focuses 
on Information Warfare in the modern age. Information Warfare requires integrating Intelligence, 
Surveillance, Reconnaissance; Cyber Warfare; Electromagnetic Warfare; Weather; Public Affairs; 
and Information Operations capabilities. 
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******************************************************************************************** 

Alamo Chapter 
San Antonio, TX 

Ken Williams, President 

Chapter Meeting, 20 February 2025 
Convened at 12:00 PM 

The San Antonio Chapter of the FTVA held their monthly meeting at the Alamo Café Restaurant 
on IH10 on 20 February 2025. Twenty-one members enjoyed fellowship and lunch. Members 
present were: 

Lee and Jennifer Anthony 
Bob and Donna Crabtree 
Jerry and Gail McKenna 

Ron and Kay Weaver 
Doug and Anne Williams 
Ken and Shiela Williams 

Dennis Rassmussen 
Dan Martin 

Mike Berning 
John Lopes 
John Dunn 
Pete Siegel 

Dee Studavent 
Paul Turner 

Richard Yanigamoto 

 

• President Ken Williams called the meeting to order at 1200. Despite the freezing weather, 21 
members braved the cold for food and fellowship. We were happily surprised to welcome Jerry 
and Gail McKenna and Dee Studavent to the luncheon. 

• The next major event will be the FTVA Spring Social on 16 May, at noon. It will be a picnic 
sponsored by the parent FTVA organization Stapleton Park on Security Hill, at Pavillion 2. 
Come one come all! 

• There being no further business, we adjourned at 1330. Unfortunately, we forgot to take photos 
of our event. Our next meeting is set for the same location and time on 20 March 2025. 

Ken Williams 
President, Alamo Chapter 
  

FTVA CHAPTER NEWS 
Forward your chapter inputs at any time, monthly, weekly or all at once, to Dennis 
Buxton, RIT Editor, at newsletter@ftva.us or dennis.buxton@me.com. Please 
include captions and names on all photos submitted. Submissions can be in any 
form or format, and I will edit. 

 

mailto:newsletter@ftva.us
mailto:dennis.buxton@me.com
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******************************************************************************* 

Heritage Chapter 
San Angelo, TX 

Ronald ‘JJ’ Graham, President 
Chapter Contact: waynebascom@gmail.com 

 
 
 

Vietnam Veteran Visits 
Goodfellow AFB 
Story and Photos submitted by Wayne Bascom 

This past December Barry Marshall came to San 
Angelo to witness the retirement of his friend Darrel 
Drost, the Goodfellow AFB Assistant Fire Chief. He 
contacted Tom Nurre just before his arrival and asked 
if he could have some help to find his paver in the 
Weyandt-Eddy Memorial Plaza at the base. JJ Graham 
and Wayne Bascom mobilized to meet Barry at the 
base. In no time at all he was able to find his paver 
recognizing his service. 

 

 
 
 
 

 
 

 
 
 
  

Above, Barry Marshall perusing the pavers and 
ultimately (right) coming upon his own. 

mailto:waynebascom@gmail.com
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Annual “Christmas Hangover” Social 
Story and Photos submitted by Wayne Bascom 

Despite the bad weather and last-minute rescheduling, the Heritage Chapter continued the tradition of the 
Christmas Hangover Social in January. About a dozen members and guests enjoyed a BBQ dinner from 
the locally well-regarded Packsaddle BBQ Restaurant. JJ Graham once again dazzled everyone with his 
humor and astute business meeting acumen. After the meeting everyone settled down to a fine meal and 
storytelling. 

 
 

 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
  

Harriet Samad and David Martin Pat and Larry Miller 

Tom Nurre demonstrates the proper etiquette 
required when snarfing down culinary delights 

from the pu-pu platter, West Texas-style, of course. 
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Heritage Chapter Assists Grunts 
In Welcoming Vietnam Veterans 

Story and Photos submitted by Wayne Bascom 

The Abilene Grunts Association held their 38th annual Tet Offensive Reunion on February 1st. The 
Heritage Chapter not only attended the event but also assisted the organizers in recognizing Vietnam 
Veterans. 
Hundreds of veterans and their families attended the event. Among these were dozens of exhibitors, 
vendors, and service organization representatives, including JJ Graham and Wayne Bascom from the 
Heritage Chapter who used the proceedings to showcase veterans’ events in San Angelo. 
We displayed several of our large tri-folds keying on specific events and ceremonies our chapter had 
sponsored at Goodfellow and in the San Angelo area. We also provided information and handouts on the 
Vietnam Commemoration Committee's Vietnam veterans pinning program and the popular EC-47 Paver 
Program. Finally, we advertised the upcoming 28 March Vietnam Veterans Day Commemoration 
ceremony at Goodfellow AFB. 
All veterans who registered with the NCOA received recognition medallions from the staff. It was at this 
time that JJ Graham and Wayne Bascom were called to assist. Once the 80-plus Vietnam Veterans 
received their medallion, they proceeded down the line and were asked if they were ever officially 
recognized and "Welcomed Home" for their Vietnam service. If not, they received an official Vietnam 
Service "Welcome Home" pin and accompanying certificate. Over 40 individuals were recognized. 

As in years previous, one of the highlights of 
the event is the local production of a 
Vietnam-era USO show. An outstanding 
free meal was also provided by the locally 
prestigious BBQ restaurant, The Shed. This 
is the third year that the Heritage Chapter has 
attended, and we plan on continuing to 
participate for years to come. 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

  

Wayne Bascom exhibiting a couple of the Heritage Chapter trifolds and 
the glass-encased Hanoi Brick. 
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JJ Graham manning the tables 
while the "USO Show" garners 
audience attention. 

Hundreds of veterans and their families attended the event. 
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Heritage Chapter Assists Texas DAR 
The Daniel McMahon Chapter, National Society of the Daughters of the American Revolution (DAR) is 
a Vietnam War Commemoration Commemorative Partner just like with the EC-47 History Site which 
the Heritage Chapter partners with. 
This past January this DAR chapter planned a large recognition and pinning ceremony at a local church 
here in San Angelo. One individual from the DAR chapter, Dr. Diana Mason, coordinated the entire event 
with the Heritage Chapter providing an assist. The Chapter mobilized a half dozen members to assist Dr. 
Mason, a Professor Emeritus in the University of North Texas Chemistry Department, and a 
commissioned Admiral in the Texas Navy, in pulling this off. Approximately 80 veterans and surviving 
spouses were recognized in a moving tribute to all those who served. The photos below tell the story. 

The Goodfellow AFB Honor Guard 
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Dr. Diana Mason (left) overseeing a special presentation by 
Department of Defense official Joe Ramos to Dr. Ronnie Knight, 
DDS. 

Heritage Chapter Members Scott Dickson (back to camera) and 
JJ Graham present Vietnam Recognition pins and certificates to 
surviving spouses. 

The sanctuary was packed with veterans and their families. 
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Part Deux 
Heritage Chapters Supports Legion Oratory Contest 

Story and photos by Wayne Bascom 

In the last issue of the Remain in Touch we reported on the Heritage Chapter assisting the local American 
Legion Post 572 with their national oratory contest. The next level was district 21, which was also held 
in San Angelo. Once again members of the Heritage Chapter were asked to support this effort. As judges, 
timekeepers, and score tabulators, we helped ensure the program ran smoothly and fairly. Larry Miller of 
the Heritage Chapter also served as American Legion District 21 Oratorical Contest Coordinator. 
Not surprisingly, local favorite Akash Vukoti once again took honors. He subsequently competed at the 
division level at Odessa, TX in February (unfortunately for many of us it was the same day as the Tet 
Reunion in Abilene). Reports are that he lost a very close contest with one of last year's National contest 
participants. Akash is only a Sophomore and therefore has two more years of eligibility. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
  

American Legion District 21 Commander Jeff Meurer presents a framed copy of the Declaration of 
Independence to Akash Vukoti. 

https://ftva.us/wp-content/uploads/2024/12/RIT_202412.pdf
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Above: Akash Vukoti Surrounded by the judges (L) JJ Graham, Tom Nurre, and (R) Justin Rogers, Karen Hesse Smith. Below: 
Official timekeepers and score tabulators Wayne Bascom and Rick Premo. 
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Final Call for 2025 National Vietnam Veterans Day 
Commemoration Ceremony 

Reservations are still OPEN for the 2025 National Vietnam Veterans Day Commemoration Ceremony 
at the Weyandt-Eddy Memorial Plaza on Goodfellow AFB. These events are open to all civilian and 
military personnel, with a special outreach to Vietnam War Veterans, their families, and deceased 
Vietnam Veteran Surviving Spouses. Time is short, and civilians without a military ID will need to be 
vetted prior to having access to the base. The base has a soft deadline of 18 March for Base Access List 
(BAL) consideration. 
Once again, we have partnered with the Clarion Hotel for a block of 20 rooms at $79 before tax and fees. 
On Thursday evening March 27th (4-8 pm) there will be a free reception at the hotel with light snacks 
and a drink provided. The ceremony at the base will begin Friday morning, 28 March, at 11am. Friday 
evening will consist of a reception and dinner at the Hotel. 
The link to register is: https://www.vietnam50thcpp.com/reservations. That link also has information on 
all the events to include days and times. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
  

https://www.vietnam50thcpp.com/reservations
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********************************************************************************** 

Mid-Atlantic Region Chapter 
Fort George G. Meade, MD 

Jerry Gething, President 
Chapter Contact: sharong@thefrizzellhome.us 

 
 
The Mid-Atlantic Region Chapter (MARC) of the FTVA held a couple 
of meetings this past quarter - all via ZOOM - given our disparate 

locations. Our participation included the MARC Executive Board and a few members-at-large who 
were able to make the meetings. However, the more significant meeting was held on 19 February, 
when the MARC hosted our FTVA National President Bill "Brock" Brockmiller and Roy Burnett, 
FTVA National Member Support. The NSA/CSS, CYBERCOM Senior Enlisted Advisor, CMSgt 
Kenneth Bruce, had also planned to attend; however, CMSgt Bruce was unable to attend due to 
other commitments. In any event, it was good to have Brock on with the rest of the members to 
discuss membership, financial assistance and direction, senior leader and local leader engagement 
and several other topics we felt were important to be addressed at the FTVA National level. Brock 
and Roy were kind enough to answer everyone's questions and address our concerns and we're 
confident this was a great start in helping to create a path forward in answering critical issues we're 
all facing in terms of being relevant. 
Our next meeting is scheduled for 19 March at 1830 (via ZOOM) and if you're interested in taking 
part, drop us a line! Our goal is to host a Spring Social in April 2025 in College Park, MD, close to 
the same timeframe as the Fall of Saigon Party. 'Til then, Remain in Touch! 
 
Jerry Gething 
President, Mid-Atlantic Region Chapter 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
********************************************************************************** 
  

mailto:sharong@thefrizzellhome.us
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********************************************************************************** 
 

Aloha Chapter 

Honolulu, HI 
John “Tilly” Toillion, President 

Chapter Contact: alohatilly@hawaii.rr.com 
 

 
 

Aloha All – 
While our Chapter currently exists with just two Amigos (Ken Een and yours truly) Ken and I met for 
lunch at our local Zippy’s. We discussed how we can “grow” our “hui” (group), and we decided we’d try 
to track down other FTVA brothers and sisters residing on the beach, out to sea, or mountains throughout 
the islands. 
One highlight of our “Talking Story” time Ken shared 
how he and his wife Hiroko are members of a 
“Japanese Ground Golf” group which usually meets 
every Monday morning at a local park. It’s a great way 
to meet others, great exercise and to just have fun. 
Here’s the link for more info on this fun sport. 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=vbMh0EqcJqI. 
As always, Aloha Chapter’s 'E komo mai.” (aka 
“Welcome”) mat is always out when coming to this 
beautiful place called “Paradise.”. 
 
 

Until next time – “Aloha ā hui hou” – (until we meet again). 
John “Tilly” Toillion 

Aloha Chapter President 
 

 
 
********************************************************************************** 
  

mailto:alohatilly@hawaii.rr.com
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=vbMh0EqcJqI
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****************************************************************************** 

Rocky Mountain Chapter 
Colorado Springs, CO 

Greg Roman and Stan Cook Co-Presidents 
Chapter Contact: g.eichelberger08@yahoo.com 

 
 

Check Back in June! 
****************************************************************************** 

Wasatch Chapter 
Salt Lake City, UT 

Jacob Scheid, President 
Chapter Contact: lawson.scott1@gmail.com 

 
 

Check Back in June! 

****************************************************************************** 

Gold Country Chapter 
Yuba City, CA 

John Aurelius, President 
Chapter Contact: jaurelius@mikodi.com 

 
Check Back in June! 

****************************************************************************** 

 
Join a Chapter Today! 

Contact information for each chapter 
 is listed above. 

  

mailto:g.eichelberger08@yahoo.com
mailto:lawson.scott1@gmail.com
mailto:jaurelius@mikodi.com
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EC-47 History Site 
Vietnam Veterans Day Ceremony 

Coming March 28, 2025 
Planning is nearly finished. All the moving parts are coming together. 

Thursday March 27th *FREE Reception at Clarion Motel* 4-8 pm 
Friday Tribute to Veterans *Paver Dedications* Goodfellow AFB * 11 am 
Guest Speaker - CSM Jimmie Spencer, Vietnam Airborne & Special Forces 

Optional Escorted Tours *GAFB 12:30 pm 
Social, Silent Auction, Buffet Dinner 4-8 pm (Dinner at 6 pm) 

Raffle Items: 2 Bottles Vintage Seagram's VO/Short Timer Ribbon 
Door Prizes 

Please Submit Your RSVP Form NLT 20 March 2025. Tom Nurre, 325 450-4476, 
Info@EC47.Com 

Jimmie W. Spencer is a native of Mobile, Alabama. He enlisted in the United States 
Army in December 1961 and began his military career at Fort Chaffee, Arkansas. Over 
the next 32 years, CSM Spencer devoted himself to training, developing, and educating 
Soldiers and noncommissioned officers. Experiences serving in Vietnam with 
Airborne and Special Forces units proved to be the catalyst for instilling a drive in 
noncommissioned officers and leaders to care for soldiers by emphasizing professional 
development, competence, and lifelong learning. CLICK HERE TO READ HIS 
FULL BIOGRAPHY. 

Guest Speaker 
Command Sergeant Major 
Jimmie W Spencer 

  

REUNIONS & 
ANNOUNCEMENTS 

mailto:mailt:mailt:https://www.vietnam50thcpp.com/reservations
https://mcusercontent.com/9df0000ca3cfb7107d3922bb4/files/78027693-aaf2-24fa-a583-39e0fcff9723/Command_Sgt._Maj._Jimmie_W._Spencer___AUSA.pdf
https://mcusercontent.com/9df0000ca3cfb7107d3922bb4/files/78027693-aaf2-24fa-a583-39e0fcff9723/Command_Sgt._Maj._Jimmie_W._Spencer___AUSA.pdf
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Everyone is welcome to attend this Vietnam War Commemoration-supported WELCOME HOME 
tribute to Vietnam veterans and their families. CSM Spencer is billed as the top speaker working 
these ceremonies as the Commemoration representative. As of April 1, the Commemoration writ 
large event support capabilities will be reduced to conducting internally planned close-out events. 
Welcome Home and other tribute ceremonies for all veterans of all services will continue at the 
Goodfellow Air Force Base Weyandt-Eddy Memorial Plaza next year and beyond. Accordingly, we 
have planned extraordinary tributes to EC-47 aircrews, support personnel, and their US Army and 
Vietnamese Air Force counterparts. Plus, there are many newly engraved pavers to dedicate, veteran 
and surviving spouse lapel pins to be presented, stories to be told, and pictures to be taken. There 
will be displays by Dave Vargo and the Heritage Chapter-Freedom Through Vigilance Association. 
Please join us for this historic tribute and photo-taking opportunity. 

Weyandt-Eddy Memorial Plaza 

Named in tribute to the service of deceased EC-47 aircrew members CMSgt Paul Weyandt 
and Lt Col David Eddy on March 27, 2020. Click here for their biographies. 

With the beginning of the project in 2018, initial plans were to dedicate the EC-47 Memorial Plaza 
during a national Vietnam War Veterans Day ceremony on March 27, 2020. However, the 

https://www.vietnam50thcpp.com/storage/UserFileFolder/Weyandt-Eddy_with_biorgraphy_HOH_and_Paver.pdf
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worldwide COVID-19 pandemic restrictions caused the construction of the plaza and the dedication 
ceremony to be postponed. Dedicated Goodfellow AFB Civil Engineers and San Angelo contractors 
completed the plaza construction and placement of the first engraved pavers in early April 2020. 
The dedication and memorialization ceremony of the Weyandt-Eddy Memorial Plaza was held at 
the plaza on March 25, 2022. Of the installed 578 4x8 pavers, 507 have been completed...leaving 
only 71 still available. There are 410 8x8 pavers of which 295 have been completed...leaving only 
115 still available. For more information about getting an engraved paver plate, please visit our 
website or contact Tom Nurre at 325 450-4476. All veterans of all services and all service periods 
are eligible. Don't delay...these won't last long. 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

  

https://www.vietnam50thcpp.com/pavers
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FTVA Spring Celebration 
Picnic in the Park 
May 16th, Noon 

Stapleton Park on Security Hill 
Pavillion #2 
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P.O. BOX 691616 

San Antonio, TX 78269 
 

PLATINUM PARTNERS 
Prop Wash Gang 

Mrs. Doyle E. Larson IMO Maj Gen Doyle E. Larson 
 

GOLD PARTNERS 
Security Services Federal Credit Union 

Engrave-Tech & Graphics 
Anonymous IMO MSgt Robert "Bob" Fenstermacher) 

Regis F.A. Urschler IMO Maj Gen Doyle Larson and 
Tom Tennant 

Greg Radabaugh 
 

SILVER PARTNERS 
Anthony F. Jensen 

Grover Jackson 
William F. Sheck 

Bob & Debbie Cope 
“Picnic Partners” 

Donald Bundy  

FTVA VIGILANT PARTNERS 
POC: Karen “Bam” Rolirad 
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BRONZE PARTNERS 
Mark and Amy Hess 

Ronald Hentz IHO Col Bob Cope 
Jack V. Brewer 

E.W. Forbess 
 

PATRON PARTNERS 
CMSgt Roger Towberman 

James Mayer 
Charles Bishop 

Edward Sellmeyer 
 

 
 
 

Thank You VPs! Your continued 
support is vital in helping us 
continue the FTVA mission. 
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Received word of the following losses from caring relatives, friends and obituaries 
and we offer prayers and sympathy to the families. 
“It is the soldier above all others who prays for peace, for it is the soldier who must 
suffer and bear the deepest wounds and scars of war.” Douglas MacArthur 
_______________________________________________________________________________ 
Auber, Donald L., Electronic Security Command (ESC) 
Barnhart, Glenn L., TSgt (ret), USAFSS 
Bedder, Siegfried “Sig”, ESC 
Bennett, Barney L., A1C, USAFSS 
Brager, Phyl Glenn, Sgt, USAFSS 
Brown, Terrence, L., MSgt (ret), ESC 
Carlson, Ted, 1LT, USAFSS 
Crooks, Lydia J., USAFSS 
Davidson, Norman, USAFSS 
Gottschall, George, USAFSS 
Grabda, John Francis, Col (ret), ESC ***FTVA Lifetime Member 
Harding, Thomas B., SSgt, USAFSS 
Harrington, Sean Patrick, Col (ret), 25th Air Force 
Hisle, Wally Gene, USAFSS 
Hull, Robert Edward, TSgt (ret), USAFSS ***FTVA Lifetime Member 
Julian, Mark Anthony, Maj (ret), USAF 
Kovach, Daniel Thomas, AF ISR Agency 
Lansing, Stephen G., A1C, USAFSS 
Lewis, Charles Crawford, USAFSS 
Lindsey, Cecil Ray, SSgt, USAFSS 
Madden, Jack Lester, USAFSS 
Mantell, Raymond L., Sgt, USAFSS 
Marposon, Eli, USAFSS 
McClelland, Robert Bruce, SSgt, USAFSS 
McMinn, Saundra Gayle Veach, USAF 
Moore, William A., USAFSS ***FTVA Lifetime Member 
Pelikan, Jonathan N., Sgt (USAF)/Capt (ret/Army), ESC 
Pellegrini, Mary L., ESC 
Robinson, Richard Paul, Sgt, USAFSS 

FALLEN EAGLES 
Compiled by Joe Figueroa, Associate Editor 

Contact: falleneagles@ftva.us 
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Ronning, Derek R., SMSgt (ret), USAF 
Shuntich, Annabelle Lee, married to Peter J. Shuntich (USAFSS) 
Siegfried, Joe, USAFSS 
Smith, Harold Stephen, USAFSS 
Stevens, Joseph W., ESC ***FTVA Lifetime Member 
Valencia, Frances J., 25th Air Force 
West, Sylvia Ann, USAFSS GS-14 
Williams, David A., USAFSS 
Wilson, Jon V., TSgt (ret), USAFSS 
******************************************************************************************** 

Auber, Donald Leo, 62, passed away February 22, 2024. He 
graduated from Forest Park High in 1979 and joined the USAF 
as a Cryptologic Linguist from 1980-1986. He is survived by 
his children Samuel (Melissa), Rachel (James), and Jesse 
(Danielle); sister Joyce Whitfield (Jim). //Obit – Ever Loved// 
I'm sorry for your loss. Don was one of my best friends when 
we first joined the Air Force. We were classmates and later 
roommates when we first got to Korea in 1982. Don was a 

special person, and I have many memories of the good times we had together. Praying for the family 
and friends who I'm sure will miss him dearly. //Tom Mazzolla// 
******************************************************************************************** 

Barnhart, Glenn L., TSgt (ret) 90, passed away December 
22, 2024. Glenn worked in Buck’s Electronics Shop during 
high school and joined the USAF. Glenn met Theresa “Terry” 
Jung while home on leave in 1956. They were married on 
Saturday, October 25, 1958, and together until she passed 
away in 2020. During their life together, they lived in 
Springfield, Ohio; Omaha, Nebraska; Rhein-Main, Germany; 
and finally, San Antonio, Texas, where they lived for more 
than 50 years. Glenn honorably served in the USAF from 
1954-1977, which included unaccompanied overseas 

assignments in Laos, Cambodia and Thailand during the Vietnam War. He started out in electronics. 
After some years in electronics, Glenn was selected for reassignment to secure communications. 
This new technical specialty demanded extensive memorization, overseas assignments to some very 
dangerous places, and long months away from his family. However, it also yielded an immeasurable 
impact on the operations of the USAF, a fulfilling and rewarding career path, security for his family, 
and lifelong friendships. His favorite assignment was the time he spent as an instructor at the 
Cryptography school. He retired after 23 years on active duty and then served another 21 years in 
Civil Service as a civil engineer. He is survived by his son, Jeff Barnhart (wife, Kathy) and daughter, 
Jean Cobb. //Obit – Mission Park Funeral Chapels North// 
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******************************************************************************* 
Bedder, Siegfried “Sig”, 60, passed away February 10, 2025. He served in 
the USAF from July 1982 to December 1992. He spent time at the Wiesbaden 
AB and because of his language skills, was asked to return to the States to 
teach. Sig met Mary, his wife, at San Angelo (Goodfellow AFB) in 1986, and 
relocated again back to Germany. He also completed a tour in Desert Storm 
then returned to Fort Meade, MD. Siegfried is survived by his mother, Sugie, 
and her husband, Shaun Murphy; his wife, Mary; his sister, Renate, and her 
husband, Michael. //Obit - Generations Funeral Home & Crematory of 
Tomahawk// 
I served with Sig at Det 1, 6910 ESW, Lindsey AS, Wiesbaden, for almost 3 

years, from 1984-86. Sig was one of three young airmen, the 'B' boys, a.k.a. Bedder, Burritt and 
Buck. All three were brand-new German linguists fresh from tech school and arrived at Lindsey at 
the same time. They were a fun-loving bunch who always hung together; Sig was the tallest, as I 
recall. As the junior linguists, they seldom got to ride 'shotgun' in the Det van during our daily trips 
to and from Rhein-Mein to our mission aircraft. I remember him fondly. Rest in Peace, Sig. //Daniel 
Martin// 
******************************************************************************* 

Bennett, Barney Lee, A1C, 81, passed away November 14, 2024. Barney 
proudly served in the United States Air Force Security Service as a Morse 
code intercept operator, also known as a “Ditty Bopper.” Survivors include 
his loving wife, Vicki Bennett; sons, Brian Bennett and Brent Bennett 
(Cindy); daughter, Brenna Bohatec (Joey). //Obit – Cremation Society of 
Virginia// 
This brick picture was included in Barney’s obit. However, the official VA 
gravesite locator indicates he was an A1C. //Joseph “Pepito” Figueroa// 
 

 
 
 

Barney and I manned radio operations positions side-by-side and lived as roommates in the Air 
Force during our first assignment at Elmendorf AFB, Anchorage, Alaska. We then transferred to 
ditty bop duties at a small USAF base in Peshawar, Pakistan. It was my honor to help install the 
memorial paver shown above in the Weyandt-Eddy Memorial Plaza located at Goodfellow AFB, 
Texas, as a tribute to his service. RIP my friend. //Tom Nurre// 
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******************************************************************************* 
Brager, Phyl Glenn, Sgt, 79, passed away October 14, 2024. After college, 
Phyl served his country in the United States Air Force Security Service, 
6937th Communications Group. He was stationed in Peshawar, Pakistan. 
After his military service, which ended after two years in the Air Force 
Reserves, Phyl married Sandra Biederman in Detroit. Phyl is survived by 
his wife, Lona, his devoted caregiver for the past two years; his children and 
their spouses, Tom and Jodi Brager of St. Joseph, MO., and Deborah and 
Brad Ewing of Okaloosa; his bonus children, Stephen and Nicole Krutzfeldt 
and Sam and Bethany Krutzfeldt all of Minneapolis, MN. //Obit - Bates 
Funeral Home// 

******************************************************************************* 
Brown, Terrence, L., MSgt (ret), 71, Terry joined the USAF in June 1972, 
where he spent the next 23 years honorably serving within the Electronic 
Security Command, and retiring in June of 1995 as a Master Sergeant. Terry 
is survived by his two sisters, Cheryl (John) Gex of Henderson, N.V. and 
Kathryn (Sam) Fox of Chesapeake, V.A.; his brother, Harry (Donna) Brown 
of McGahey Ville, V.A. //Obit - Trahan Family Funeral Home// 
It’s with a sad heart I mourn the unexpected loss of my friend MSgt (Ret) 
Terrance Brown. Terry was a 23-year USAFSS/ESC Veteran serving as a 
X2 Printer System Supervisor. I met him towards the end of his ESC career 

when we were both stationed at San Vito AS Italy (89-91). During this time, we became close friends 
with Terry and Sandy spending lots of off duty time with my family. For those who knew us, there 
was no denying we were both avid fans of the late artist “Meatloaf”. Rest in peace my dear friend. 
//Ken Barkey// 
I was stationed with Terry in Italy. We were born on the same day. Condolences to Terry's family 
and friends, and may he rest in peace. // Chris Messner// 
******************************************************************************* 

Carlson, Ted, 1LT, 81, passed away October 2, 2024. Ted served as 1st 
Lieutenant in the United States Air Force and was enlisted 6 years as an 
Electrical Engineer. Ted first started his service at Tinker AFB, OK 
working on aircraft and became one of the key engineers working the B-
52 Autopilot System. He then transferred to Kelly AFB, TX where he 
served as an officer under the Air Force Security Service as 1st Lieutenant. 
Ted also served with the Operational Test & Evaluation team where he 
tested new aircraft systems to be fully operational along with maintaining 
current systems. Ted transferred back to Tinker AFB, where he selected 

CCTV products for Air Force Surveillance and Monitoring systems and was greatly praised for his 
efforts, improving the CCTV Logistic Support Plans and having consistently generated constructive 
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AFCS engineering response beyond that they experienced in the past. He leaves behind his beloved 
wife, Sherry Carlson; his son, Eric Carlson; and his sister, Jaynelle Pfeifer. //Obit – Arrington 
Funeral// 
******************************************************************************* 

Crooks, Lydia J., 70, passed away September 4, 2024. She proudly 
served in the United States Air Force Security Service before transitioning 
to the National Security Agency, where she worked in signals intelligence. 
While serving, she earned a bachelor’s degree in the Russian Language. 
She is survived by her husband, Mark Crooks; her three children James 
Matthew, John Michael, and Alexandra Jane. //Obit - Barranco Severna 
Park Funeral Home & Cremation Care//  
Mark and family, we are saddened by your loss. Lydia was a special 
person and loved by all our friends from the USAF Security Service. Rest 
In Peace my friend. //Tom and Brigid Ryan// 

******************************************************************************* 
Davidson, Norman, 88, passed away November 7, 2024. He served in the 
United States Air Force Security Service as a Crypto Analyst from 1955-
1958. Norman is survived by his children Jeannine (Henry) Davidson-
Selvidge of Orient, Ohio, Nick (Lisa) Davidson of Piqua, Ohio, Pete 
Davidson of Orient, Ohio and Candice (Andy) Augesburger of Wapakoneta, 
Ohio, a special friend Gretchen Sekas. //Obit – Cromes Funeral Home// 

******************************************************************************* 
Gottschall, George, 77, passed away November 29, 2024. Fondly known to 
many as "Oeg" or "Georgie Porgie", he was a man of many facets. George 
had an infectious spirit that not only lit up a room but also the lives of those 
around him. He was a straight shooter, a loving and loyal man, who always 
knew how to bring a smile to your face, often through his unique brand of 
humor and bad jokes. He served in the US Air Force as a Morse Code 
Interceptor in Greece. George leaves a legacy of love and laughter to his 
children, Bret Gottschall, Tiffany Gottschall, and Dawn Bolen, his daughter-
in-law, Susan. //Obit - Colonial Chapel Funeral Home// 

******************************************************************************* 
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Grabda, John Francis, Col (ret), 83, passed away January 8, 2025. He 
modeled the Security Services motto of “Freedom through Vigilance”. He 
was then assigned to Goodfellow Air Force Base, Texas for signals 
intelligence officer training. In January 1966, he entered the 6986 Security 
Group at Wakkanai Air Station, Japan serving as Chief of Administrative 
Services. In October 1968 he was reassigned to the 6987th Security Group, 
Shu Lin Kou Air Station, Taiwan, as Assistant Operations Officer. In March 
1971, John was transferred as Officer in Charge of OL AA, 6924th Security 
Squadron, Son Tra, Republic of Vietnam, providing direct support to the 

Tactical Air Control Center – North Sector. He then served as Operations Officer, 6924th Security 
Squadron, Ramasun Station, Thailand. In March 1972 he was reassigned to HQ USAFSS, Plans 
and Policy Division, as an Actions Officer. In June 1975, he went to Lindsey Air Station Germany 
where he served a year in a Foreign Liaison Post. He then transferred to HQ USAFE at Ramstein 
Air Base, Germany in 1976 where he performed various collection management duties. He was then 
reassigned to NATO in 1979 as a computer planner and collection manager. He returned to the 
United States in June of 1982 and was assigned to Fort Meade Maryland, where he served as Chief 
of the Mobile Systems Division until 1985. In April 1985 he returned to San Antonio for assignment 
as Chief of Current Operations, HQ ESC. Colonel Grabda’s Awards and Decorations include: the 
Bronze Star, 2 Defense Meritorious Service medals, 1 Air Force Meritorious Service medal, 2 Air 
Force Commendation medals, and the Air Force Achievement medal, Vietnam Service medal with 
4 Oak Leaf Clusters, Republic of Vietnam Gallantry Cross with device with 2 Oak Leaf Clusters, 
and the Republic of Vietnam Campaign medal with 3 Oak Leaf Clusters. Colonel Grabda is survived 
by his wife Madie Austin Grabda, 6 children: John F. Grabda III, Camillus, NY, Mark W. Grabda, 
Plattsburgh, NY, Michelle Crowley, Bethesda, MD, Anthony L. Grabda, San Antonio, TX, Lola 
Wilson, Austin, TX, and Keely Hovatter, Austin, TX. //Obit – Sunset Memorial Park and Funeral 
Home// 
My sincere condolences to the Grabda family. I worked at HQ ESC under Col Grabda in Current 
Operations. He was a pleasure to work for and was consistently upbeat during trying situations. 
His humor and leadership got us through some difficult times. I offer a final salute to a patriotic 
man. May he Rest in Peace. //Greg Mahoney// 
******************************************************************************* 

Harding, Thomas B., SSgt, 91, passed away November 5, 2024. He 
enlisted in the USAF during the Korean War. Tom proudly served his 
country in the Department of Defense for 36 years and 8 months, both as a 
civilian and in the military. For 10 years in the Air Force, Tom was an 
Analyst Specialist as a Radio Intercept Operator, earning the National 
Defense Service Medal. As a federal civilian, Tom continued to serve his 
country as a Systems Analyst. He was married to Alice Louise Lawson for 
nearly 69 years. He is survived by his devoted wife Alice, children Debra 
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Rybarczyk (Bob), Don Harding (Marilyn), Jim Harding (Arlisa), and Alicia Arlen (Dave). //Obit – 
Hardesty Funeral Home// 
His AFSCs were 29352 and 20250; Assignments include 6952 RSM 1953-1954, 6934 and RSM 
1954-1956; his first 4 years were with USAFSS and when he left Libya, he was a MARs op in 
Georgia and then AACS until going to the Agency and was in A group until retiring. //James S. 
Hill// 
******************************************************************************* 

Harrington, Sean Patrick, Col (ret), 60, passed away January 31, 2025. 
Sean “Silverback” Patrick Harrington commissioned in the USAF, where he 
served from 1987 until 2014, achieving the prestigious rank of Colonel. He 
served all over the world as a Navigator and Electronic Warfare Officer on 
the B-52H and RC-135V/W, serving in support of SOUTHERN WATCH, 
NORTHERN WATCH, ALLIED FORCE, ENDURING FREEDOM, and 
IRAQI FREEDOM. After retiring, he joined Lockheed Martin and excelled 
as the Director C4ISR Systems where he continued supporting the defense 
of our nation. Sean met Suzanne “Suzy” Harrington in ROTC, and they 
married in 1987. They raised their 3 children, Michelle, Tommy, and Laura 

while moving around the world in support of the Air Force. One of his favorite assignments was in 
Stuttgart, Germany, where he enjoyed traveling to churches, castles, and trying all types of food. 
He also enjoyed commanding the 67th Operations Support Squadron at Lackland Air Force Base, 
Texas. He married Camille “Millie” Harrington after his first marriage was annulled. Sean is 
survived by Millie and her daughter Mia Lopus as well as Michelle (Christopher), Tommy (Lizzie), 
and Laura (Mike) Newhouse. //Obit - Wade Family Funeral Home// 
******************************************************************************* 

Hisle, Wally Gene, 84, passed away August 18, 2024. He served in the United 
States Air Force Security Service, spending 27 months stationed on Crete, 
Greece, before moving to Madrid, Spain. It was in Crete where he met and 
married his wife, Marika Kaliakaki. They were blessed with two children, 
Danise Eve Hisle and Heath Dimitri Hisle, who tragically passed away before 
their first birthdays. Wally is survived by his brothers Gary Hisle and Jay 
Hisle, and his sister Lana (Hisle) Zwygart. //Obit – Atchison Globe// 

******************************************************************************* 
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Hull, Robert Edward "Bob”, TSgt (ret), 85, passed away 
December 1, 2024. Bob married Shirley Hall November 27, 
1959. He called her "The Rock". He enlisted in the USAF 
where he served for 20 years and 1 month, from 1957-1977. 
He retired as a Technical Sergeant and was promoted to 
Master Sergeant but declined. He served in Turkey, Italy, 
Vietnam, Thailand, Greece, Germany while a crew member 
on intelligence gathering and surveillance flights. In addition 

to the surveillance flights. Bob flew 140 combat missions in Vietnam in 1968. He loved going to 
military reunions where he would see friends who he served with during his military career. On 
September 9, 2017, Bob flew to Washington, DC on Honor Flight. Bob was a proud member of the 
6994th Security Squadron. This squadron is the most highly decorated squadron in the history of 
the current 16th Air Force. It is responsible for information warfare and all its predecessor 
organizations. As a part of this squadron, Bob executed multiple tours of duty during the Vietnam 
War. For his outstanding service, Technical Sergeant Hull received several decorations and honors 
including 18 Air Medals and the Air Force Commendation Medal. He was a member of the 
following groups. 6994th Secy Sq., PWG (Prop Wash Gang) FTVA (Freedom Through Vigilance) 
Vietnam Veterans, Chapter 55, VFW (Veteran of Foreign War, Land of Legend Woodcarvers, 
LCCC (Licking County Community Center) and the American Legion. Bob is survived by his wife, 
Shirley, his children Greg (Susannah), Robert Jr (Rob), Brian (Jen). //Obit - Snyder Funeral Home// 
I regret to inform you that Robert E. Hull passed away on 1 December 2024. Bob served with the 
6994th at Nha Trang from 1968-69 //Rick Yeh 
****************************************************************************** 

Julian Mark Anthony, Maj (ret), 72, aka “The Legend” passed 
away December 8, 2024. Mark served in the USAF over 24 
years before retiring as a Major. Following his military career, 
he transitioned into significant roles within the Aerospace & 
Defense industry, where he continued to contribute with his 
expertise, knowledge, and leadership for 26 years. Mark dabbled 
in acting during his initial years in the military, appearing in 

movies in the Philippines and Germany. He is survived by his loving wife, Rosalina J. Julian; 
daughter Vanessa M. Julian-Shonoiki and son-in-law Adebola A. Shonoiki; son Vincent A. Julian 
and daughter-in-law Karli A. Julian. //Obit – Ever Loved// 
According to the USAFSS Facebook site, he was assigned to Berlin from April 1980 to Late 1982. 
In addition, he was enlisted on Able Flt at Vito in the mid 70's. //Joseph “Pepito” Figueroa// 
******************************************************************************* 
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Kovach, Daniel Thomas, 37, passed away August 7, 2024. Daniel served in 
the USAF from 2007 to 2010, as an airborne cryptologic linguist specialist. 
While in the military, he earned an associate degree in the Korean Language 
at the Defense Language Institute in Presidio of Monterey. He graduated top 
of his class and was awarded the program’s highest honor, the Korean Consul 
General Award. He was also awarded the Air Force Good Conduct Medal and 
the National Defense Service Medal with one service star. Daniel is survived 
by his wife, Aimee Kovach, and her children, Karlie and Hunter. //Obit – 
Kaniewski Funeral Home// 

******************************************************************************* 
Lansing, Stephen G., A1C, 82, passed away December 2, 2024. Steve was 
born in 1942 during the allied invasion of North Africa, the battle of Stalingrad 
and the Guadalcanal Campaign. Steve spent four years in the Air Force 
Security Service in Japan and Turkey. Steve is survived by his wife; Kathleen 
M. (Martens) Lansing, daughters; Katherine (Todd) Merkley and Sara 
(Stephen) Dorn. //Obit – Finger Lakes Times// 

******************************************************************************* 
Lewis, Charles “Chad” Crawford, 73, passed away December 11, 2024. 
Chad was a graduate of Ne-Ca-Hi, class of 1969. He served in the United 
States Air Force as a part of the Security Group. Survivors include his four 
children, Kathy Lewis of New Castle, PA, Charles Craig (Jennifer) Lewis of 
New Wilmington, PA, Kim Lewis-Wheeler of Butler, PA, and Mark Lewis 
of Pulaski, PA. //Obit – Cunningham Funeral Home// 
Obit tipper received via USAFSS Facebook site //Joseph “Pepito” Figueroa// 

******************************************************************************* 
Lindsey, Cecil Ray, SSgt, 79, passed away December 25, 2024. He joined 
the Air Force in 1966. After his military service he taught electronics at 
Fresno City College for over 20 years. Technology and communications 
were his passions, and he helped many students find employment in the 
technology field. Cecil was a member of a HAM Radio Club and greatly 
enjoyed it. He was very skilled with puzzles and encryptions and was an avid 
reader. Cecil was quiet and reserved and very kind and thoughtful. Cecil was 
dearly loved by his family and friends and will be greatly missed. Cecil will 
be missed by his wife, Audrie Lindsey; his children, Justin (LeAnn) Lindsey, 
Jeremy (Heather) Lindsey, Nathan Lindsey, Amanda (Nathan) Parker, Jenna 

(Stephen) Hull. //Obit – Borek Jennings Funeral Home// 
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We have known Cecil for 58 years. I entered the USAF in 1964. Cecil entered in 1966. He, like 
myself, went through basic training and electronics ground radio school at Kessler Air Force Base 
in Biloxi, MS, requiring approximately. 9 months to complete. He was assigned to his first duty 
station in Klamath Falls, OR., Keno Radar station on top of 6800 ft Haymaker Mountain. After 
about a year he was moved from Air Defense to the Air Force Security Service. He had to go back 
to Kessler Air Force Base in MS for training on the FLR9 antenna network. He was then assigned 
to the Base in Crete. //Dan and Donna Boshers// 
******************************************************************************* 

Madden, Jack Lester, 88, passed away January 14, 2025. Upon enlisting, 
Jack was sent to the U.S. Army Language School in Monterey, CA (for 
foreign languages), served in the U.S. Air Force Security Service, and the 
U.S. Air Force Reserves. Jack is survived by his devoted children, Jenifer 
O'Briant (Stonie), Jackie Madden, and Bart Madden (Angie). //Obit - 
Hendersonville Memory Gardens, Funeral Home & Cremation Center// 
 

******************************************************************************* 
Mantell, Raymond Louis, Sgt, 78, passed away January 31, 2025, per a post 
on USAFSS Facebook site. The Facebook site indicated Raymond flew 
missions out of Pleiku RVN 1967 to 1968. Will post obituary information 
once made available. Below is information from the Veterans Affairs 
Gravesite Locator. //Joseph “Pepito” Figueroa// 
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******************************************************************************* 
Marposon, Eli, 94, passed away, December 7, 2024, in Westvale, NY. He 
proudly served in the United States Air Force Security Service as a Russian 
Linguist at posts in Tripoli, Libya; Landsberg am Lech and Bingen am 
Rhein, Germany; and Vienna, Austria, in the 1950s during the Cold War. At 
the outset of his military service, Eli attended the Air Force’s Russian 
language program at Syracuse University and later graduated from Syracuse 
University. Eli married now-retired Registered Nurse Margaret 
(Daniszewski) Marposon on September 29, 1956. Eli was a devoted husband 
and steadfast father to his four sons: Gregory Marposon, New York, NY; 
Christopher (Karen) Marposon, Venice, FL; Daniel (Cristin) Marposon, 

Springfield, VA; and Martin (Angela) Marposon, Culver City, CA. //Obit – Hollis Funeral Home// 
******************************************************************************* 

McClelland, Robert Bruce, SSgt, 77, passed away November 22, 
2024. He enlisted in the USAF in 1967. He spent two years in language 
school studying North Vietnamese. He then was assigned to the 6990th 
Security Squadron, “the Silent Warriors” of the US Air Force Security 
Service flying missions. Having served his country in the thick of the 
Vietnam War, he got out in 1971 at the rank of Staff Sergeant. He 
returned home and completed his college studies. Bruce taught English 
as a Second Language, to Vietnamese refugees and to many other non-
English speakers. Bruce played an important role in the November 21, 
1970 Son Tay Raid and was an active member of the Son Tay Raid 

Association. He was a great friend to the international faculty and students at Maxwell AFB, making 
the French-speakers feel appreciated. He faithfully attended the annual Veterans Day 
commemoration of the French and British World War 2 airmen who died in pilot training at 
Maxwell AFB, sponsored by the French and British officers at Air War College. He helped many 
veterans through his work with the website TogetherWeServed.com, a massive database of military 
records for veterans. He leaves behind his wife, Suzanne Beaudry McClelland. //Obit – Cremation 
Center of Birmingham// 
******************************************************************************* 

McMinn, Saundra Gayle Veach, 64, passed away December 18, 2024. 
Saundra was honorably retired from a successful career in the USAF. 
She was an amazing mother and cook who was always eager to host 
family holiday gatherings. Survivors include her husband, Robert Gene 
McMinn; three children, Kenneth Douglas McMinn (Dylania), Ryan 
Gene McMinn, Malia Kalia McMinn Mejía (Josue). //Obit – Eaton 
Funeral Service// 
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What a special lady, I served with Saundra in the Air Force. Great memories of her radiant smile 
and beautiful laughter, she was a class act, GREAT person. I pray that her family finds peace and 
comfort during this sad time. She will be missed and always remembered. Peace be with you my 
friend. //SSgt Larry Gaskey// 
Saundra and I first met at Keesler, where we were all learning Morse Code at the time and then she 
was my first coach/mentor at San Vito Air Station. I took over sitting her rack when I arrived. It was 
one of the most complicated racks we had at the time and she help "jeeped" me through it all. From 
there she was the catcher to our pitcher on the Able Flight Softball team - and the pitcher was my 
first wife, Shawn Green. The two of them were a nonstop riot at times and always had a good play 
at the bag. Maybe they are up now in heaven warming up for a new game. May her memory always 
be for a blessing! //Harry Katch// 
******************************************************************************* 

Moore, William A., 93, passed away November 30, 2024. He proudly 
served his country in the United States Air Force. Enlisting in August 
1951, he served as a Chinese Morse Radio Intercept Operator in Japan 
during the Korean Conflict from 1952 to 1954. His unit, the 15th Radio 
Squadron, Mobile, received the Outstanding Unit Award for their 
exceptional contributions to United Nations air operations during the 
conflict. Bill was honorably discharged from active duty in August 1955. 
Survivors include his beloved wife, Virginia Moore; two daughters, 
Margo Moore Romero and her husband, Stevie, and Robin Moore Ruzic 
and her husband, Neven; four step-daughters, Debra Dauterive and her 

husband, Pat, Kathy Klipstein and her husband, Mike, Mary Robicheaux and her husband, Randy, 
and Rose Lindsey and her husband, David; two stepsons, Kenneth Loyd and his wife, Stacie, and 
William Loyd and his wife, Nina. 
******************************************************************************* 

Pelikan, Jonathan N., Capt (ret), 63, passed away April 15, 2024. In March 
of 1984, Jonathan joined the USAF and served for 5 years as a cryptologic 
linguist. He received an honorable discharge and moved to Orlando, Florida. 
Jonathan obtained his EMT license in Florida and worked for several years 
until he completed the requirements to pursue his Physician's Assistant degree. 
He was accepted at Emory University and obtained his Physician Assistant 
degree on December 22, 2007. He loved serving in the military and in 2009, 
after receiving an age waiver, he returned to service in the United States Army 
as a Physician's Assistant. He was stationed in Fairbanks, Alaska where his 
unit was sent over to serve in the Gulf War. While in Afghanistan, he served 

one year at a remote location and received the bronze star for heroism under fire. When he returned 
to Fairbanks, Alaska, he was sent on temporary duty to the Marshall Islands where he obtained his 
Master Divers License. //Obit - Chapel Hill Gardens West Funeral Home// 
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******************************************************************************* 
Pellegrini, Mary L., 61, passed away January 19, 2025. She enlisted in the 
USAF as a Russian Cryptologic Linguist in 1982. She served in the military 
for 21 years at Iraklion Air Station, Greece, Fort Meade in Laurel, 
Maryland, and Hickam Air Force Base in Honolulu, Hawaii, with two tours 
of duty at Lackland Air Force Base in San Antonio, Texas. Mary's awards 
over the course of her military and service career include the Meritorious 
Service Medal, Air Force Commendation Medal, Joint Service 
Achievement Medal, National Defense Service Medal, Humanitarian 
Service Medal, and the Northrup Grumman Guardian of Freedom Award 
(2005 and 2006). During her initial training at Lackland Air Force Base, 

Airman Pellegrini met Daniel Wilkinson, Jr. They were married and welcomed their son Daniel 
Michael Wilkinson III in 1985, staying together as a family for 17 years with treasured memories 
from life in Crete, Hawaii, and San Antonio. Mary and Dan always loved and respected each other 
and remained close as they raised Danny. Following a distinguished military career, Mary continued 
her service to her country as a private contractor specializing in communications, spending three 
years in Baghdad, Iraq during Operation Desert Storm. Mary was admitted to the Foreign Service 
in 2013 and her postings included Bogota, Columbia, Lahore, Pakistan, Sydney, Australia, Karachi, 
Pakistan, and Vladivostok, Russia Mary had a truly incredible life full of fun and adventures, many 
of which she shared with Danny and her daughter-in-law, Danielle (Dani). Together they traveled 
the Trans-Siberian Railway, the longest railway line in the world. Mary was stranded on a remote 
island during a tsunami, left at sea on a dive trip in Indonesia, and traveled New Zealand in an RV 
that was almost swept away by changing tides in the South Pacific. Mary leaves behind her beloved 
son and daughter-in-law, Daniel Wilkinson III and Danielle Hollander, her father Charles Pellegrini. 
//Obit – Concord Monitor// 
******************************************************************************* 

Robinson, Richard Paul, Sgt, 75, passed away on June 19, 2024. His 
service was marked by his role in the United States Air Force Security 
Service, where he was stationed at Kelly Air Force Base in San Antonio, 
TX and in Pakistan. Rick married Sheila (May) in San Antonio, and they 
shared 58 years of married life. //Obit - Slattery Funeral Home// 
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******************************************************************************* 
Ronning, Derek, SMSgt (ret), 56, passed away December 17, 2024. 
Derek enlisted in the United States Air Force and served for 26 years, 
retiring as a Senior Master Sergeant. He served as a Ground Radio 
Operator, Airborne Communications Systems Operator, Airborne 
Systems Engineer and Airborne Radar Technician. He was assigned to 
bases in Nebraska, Germany, and Alaska. He was a Career Enlisted 
Aviator and was qualified on the EC-135 Looking Glass, E-3A NATO 
AWACS, E-3C AWACS and RC-135V/W River Joint platforms. He is 
survived by his parents: Bob and Judy of Montevideo; a sister, Melissa 
and Chad Eichhorst of Montevideo. //Obit – Anderson TeBeest Funeral 

Home// 
Derek and I were stationed together at the 338th Combat Training Squadron. //Joseph “Pepito” 
Figueroa// 
My deepest condolences to Derek’s family and friends. I served with Derek while we were stationed 
at Offutt AFB, Nebraska. He was always cracking jokes and was fun to be around. Overall, he was 
a great mentor, a professional and a good friend. He will be missed by many. Rest in Peace, Derek. 
//Tasha Titus-Stapp, USAF Retired// 
My heartfelt condolences to the family of Derek. I had the great privilege and honor to serve with 
Derek while stationed at Omaha, Nebraska. Derek was always kind, funny, and professional in 
everything he did. During deployments, he was the kind of airman that you wanted by your side…a 
true warrior. I am thankful for the time I was able to work with him and get to know him. May God’s 
blessing bring you comfort. Rest in Peace my brother! //CMSgt Robert "Stump" Thom, USAF, 
Retired// 
******************************************************************************* 

Shuntich, Annabelle Lee, 92, passed away November 3, 2024. In 1955, 
Annabelle met the love of her life, Peter J. Shuntich Jr., who was serving in 
the United States Air Force Security Service. They married June 9, 1956, at 
SS. Peter and Paul Church in Youngstown. In 1959, the couple settled in 
Vienna, where they built their lifelong home. She is survived by her 
children, Karen McCreary (husband, Scott), and their children, Shannon and 
Evan (wife, Effie), David Shuntich (wife, Marijo), and their sons Aaron and 
Adam, and Gregory Shuntich, along with his daughters, Angela Werner 
(husband, David) and Alicia Burrows (husband, Joe). //Obit – Higgins 
Reardon// 
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******************************************************************************* 
Siegfried, Joe, 87, passed away July 19, 2024. He enlisted in the USAF 
April 1958. Joe was enrolled in the Serbo-Croatian Program at the US Air 
Force Institute of Technology language school of Syracuse University which 
he completed in April 1959. While at Syracuse, he escaped a deadly flashfire 
in the language school dormitory. Subsequently, Joe was assigned to the 
6910th Radio Group, Mobile (RGM) of the United States Air Force Security 
Service (USAFSS), and in July 1959 posted to Sembach Air Base, Germany, 
living in nearby Kaiserslautern. Most of his compatriots had to perform work 
while airborne - this could be very dangerous. For instance - in the 6911th 
Radio Group Mobile, the unit immediately following Joe's - all 11 of the 

linguists were killed, along with six flight crew. On his own initiative, he acquired a working 
knowledge of two languages in addition to his primary. He mastered his primary Serbo-Croatian, 
eventually Czech, which they really needed, and finally Polish. Joe served until December 1962, 
followed by the USAF Reserve, then honorably discharged in April 1964. He is survived by his 
brothers Robert (& Kay) Siegfried of Apple Valley, Minnesota, Jerry (& Mary) Siegfried of West 
Peoria, and his sister Barbara (& Tom) Williamson of Tremont. //Obit - Wright & Salmon 
Mortuary// 
******************************************************************************* 

Smith, Harold Stephen, 82, passed away September 17, 2024. Harold 
is survived by his beloved wife of 52 years, Constantina (Valogiannis) 
and his stepson Rickey C. Gillis of Loris, SC. Five days after 
graduating from high school Harold was en route to USAF basic 
training in Texas. Language aptitude testing during basic training 
resulted in Harold being offered the option of nine months of Language 
training at Syracuse University, NY, which he accepted. Upon 
completion of this training, he was selected for airborne duties and 
attended technical training at Goodfellow AFB, TX, followed by 
Survival Training at Stead AFB, Reno, NV, before his initial 

assignment to the 6916th Radio Squadron Mobile at Rhein-Main AB, Germany. Other than a 17-
month break in service during 1964-1965, Harold spent a total of 21 years in the USAF - all of it on 
flying status and all of it assigned to USAF Security Service and its successor the Electronic Security 
Command. He amassed over 7,800 flying hours, including two hundred plus combat hours during 
three different Vietnam war campaigns. His flight logs reflect the variety of aircraft he flew aboard 
- C130A-II, C-130B-11, KC-135R (Briar Patch), RC-135C, D, M, U, and V models and some test 
flights of the EC-47Q. Harold was certified as an Airborne Mission Supervisor as well as instructor 
and Flight Examiner and he was awarded Command Aircrew Member wings. 
His final USAF assignment was the first where he had no continuing temporary duty requirement 
since he was the Operations Superintendent for the 6916th Electronic Security Squadron, 
Hellenikon AB, Greece. Harold was awarded a number of service awards during his military career 
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including the Meritorious Service Medal, Twenty-five Air Medals (AM with 24 Oak Leaf Clusters), 
the Air Force Commendation Medal, the Vietnam Service Medal with three campaign stars, the 
Armed Forces Expeditionary Medal and other awards 
 Harold retired from the USAF on 1 January 1982. After retirement from the military, Harold 
worked briefly as the Director of Admissions for Bellevue College in Bellevue, NE, before applying 
for a position with the National Security Agency. Harold began his new career at NSA in June 1983 
and was seconded, on occasion, to other federal intelligence agencies over the course of the next 
nineteen years as he eschewed the management track" and worked in the "technical track" 
performing both overt and covert intelligence operations. Harold was certified as a Master Linguist 
by the NSA. 
His federal awards included a Department of State Superior Honor Award (group award) for service 
in Kabul, Afghanistan during the evacuation of the Embassy in January 1989; an Exceptional 
Performance Award from the Director of Central Intelligence Agency; and several technical awards 
by the NSA. Mn Smith retired from the NSA in January 2002. 
During his military and civilian careers Harold was stationed in, or visited as part of his duties, 
several foreign countries and cities. His travels took him to Germany; the United Kingdom; San 
Vito dei Normanii, Southern Italy; Teheran, Iran; Adana Turkey; Fairbanks, Alaska; Cam Rahn 
Bay, Viet Nam; Kadena AB, Okinawa, Yokota AB, Japan; Athens, Greece; Helsinki, Finland; 
Minsk, Belarus; Moscow, Russia; Bucharest, Romania; Tel Aviv, Israel; Bornholm Island, 
Denmark; Den Haag the Netherlands; India; and extensive service in Kabul in Soviet-occupied 
Afghanistan during the mid and late 1980's. He is a member of the "Prop-wash Gang". //Obit – 
www.legacy.com// 
I served with Harold (or Smitty as was his nickname) at Rhein Main AB and Offutt AFB. We flew 
together and socialized when off duty. We spent many hours solving the world's problems while 
enjoying a cold brew or two. Smitty was very intelligent and quick with witty replies. I always 
enjoyed his company and comradery. Rest in Peace, old friend. // Greg Mahoney// 
We served together in the USAF for many years. Smitty was my boss in 1978 and stood as best man 
at my wedding to Linda. She and I both want Nina and family to know we share their grief and at 
the same time remember the good times. //Richard Hahn// 
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******************************************************************************* 
Stevens, Joseph W., 62, passed away February 21, 2025. Joseph graduated 
from Sayre High School, Class of 1980. Following graduation, he joined the 
US Air Force, retiring after 20 years of honorable service. 
Joseph is survived by his son, Shawn Stevens. //Obit - Lowery-Urban Funeral 
Home and Cremation Services// 
So sorry for your loss. Joe and I were dorm mates when we were both 
stationed at Ft. Meade, Maryland. In 84-85. Great guy. //Mark// 
Fly high my old friend! I knew Joe since we were at Pensacola, FL for 
Technical School in 1980. We were stationed together at RAF Chicksands, 

England and Fort Meade, Maryland. Joe was a great guy. He was always a happy guy and easy to 
hang out with. Lots of great times with Joe. My prayers are with his family. The world has lost a 
great guy. Rest in Peace Silent Warrior! //Phil (Flip) Garrett// 
Joe worked for me as a young Staff Sergeant at Misawa Air Base, Japan. He was a hard charger 
and an exemplary airman. He worked for me again after his retirement, at the Misawa Air Mobility 
Command Passenger Terminal. Joe eventually became the Station Manager for the Passenger and 
Freight terminals, serving with honor and distinction for Maytag Aircraft Corporation. Joe was a 
good friend, and I am saddened by his loss. My condolences to his family. //Kim L. Swearingen// 
******************************************************************************* 

Valencia, Frances J., 70, passed away October 4, 2024. Frances retired 
from the Department of Defense, 25th Air Force, Lackland AFB. A 
graduate of St. Ann's Elementary, Incarnate Word, and the University of 
Texas at Austin, Frances volunteered by teaching elementary students to 
read, assisting seniors in tax preparation, and serving as an Election 
Judge, encouraging all to vote. She is survived by siblings: Margaret A. 
Lozano (Edward John), John G. Valencia Jr., and Dorothy. //Obit – The 
Agelus Funeral Home// 

******************************************************************************* 
West, Sylvia "Annie", GS-14, 92, passed away January 31, 2025. She 
worked at USAFSS Intelligence Division where she met John West, and they 
were married on August 6, 1966. She retired from Kelly Air Force Base Civil 
Service after many years of service as a GS 14. Sylvia is survived by her 
daughter, Karen Vance, and her husband George; Stepdaughter Lynne West 
Vanheusden and her husband Ben. //Obit - Sunset Funeral Home// 
 
  



Remain In Touch                                                                                                                                     March 2025 

50 

******************************************************************************* 
Williams, David A., 88, passed away January 18, 2025. He served his 
country as a Russian Linguist in the United States Air Force Security 
Service. David is survived by his lifelong companion for nearly 70 years, 
his wife, Beth. He leaves behind three children: David Marc (Jayne K.) 
Williams of Flagstaff, AZ; Elisabeth (Lisa) Williams Callan (Bryan) Callan 
of Issaquah, WA; and Phillip Williams (Shannon Clark) of Flagstaff, AZ. 
//Obit – Legacy Remembers// 

****************************************************************************** 
Wilson, Jon V., TSgt (ret), 87, passed away October 19, 2924. He 
joined the United States Air Force and proudly served in the newly 
implemented Electronic Security Command for 20 years. His 
military career took him to over 40 stateside military bases and to 
foreign countries like Korea, Philippines, Turkey, and Japan. His 
proudest moments included being on the team that took orders from 
United States Attorney General Robert Kennedy and maintaining 
military communication during hazardous events. Jon retired from 
his military career at Elmendorf AFB, Alaska, and moved the 
family to Necedah. //Obit - Torkelson Funeral Home// 

******************************************************************************* 
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Renew Your Membership Today 
Using PayPal 

 
 

We have created the capability to now accept electronic membership payments and any other 
funds/donations using PayPal. If you transfer money to funds@ftva.us in PayPal 
https://www.paypal.com/us/home, the money will go directly to the FTVA account and the 
treasurer will automatically be notified. This is a step to increase the ways you can get money 
to FTVA. 
 
 

For more information simply send an email to: 
membersupport@ftva.us 

  

mailto:funds@ftva.us
https://www.paypal.com/us/home
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WE ARE YOU! 

Past, Present, Future 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

THE FREEDOM THROUGH VIGILANCE 
ASSOCIATION 

THE FTVA IS A PRIVATE, NON-PROFIT CORPORATION ESTABLISHED IN 1981. WE ARE 
DEDICATED TO THE SUPPORT AND PERPETUATION OF SOCIAL, EDUCATIONAL AND 

HUMANITARIAN SERVICES FOR THE USAF AND 16TH AIR FORCE. 

ALL FORMER AND CURRENT MILITARY OR CIVILIAN MEMBERS OF 16TH AF AND ITS 
PREDECESSOR COMMANDS OR AGENCIES ARE ELIGIBLE FOR MEMBERSHIP. SURVIVING 
SPOUSES OF DECEASED PERSONNEL ARE ELIGIBLE FOR ASSOCIATE MEMBER STATUS. 

 


