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Howdy All, 

It's been a couple of interesting months here in Texas since our last Remain 
In Touch issue was published. We've had some tumultuous rain events, a 
great Fiesta season in San Antonio and welcomed a few folks to our Spring 
Social on 4 May......just in time for "Cinco de Mayo." We have a few 
updates to share with you so I will get right to them. 

The Annual Reunion Festivities kick off on 3 October 19 again with a 5K 
run on Security Hill, followed by the rest of the events over the next 
several days. Twenty-Fifth Air Force (25 AF) has assigned Major Tanda 
Holden as the overall project officer and she is gathering her team to 
ensure the festivities go off without any visible hitches. We will assist her 
and the team as planning gets into full swing for the festivities. One of the 
interesting changes being proposed this year is the inclusion of the Major 
General Doyle E. Larson Awards recognition program into the FTVA 
reunion activities. This award recognizes the top three enlisted members 
in each of our major enlisted career fields and was actually started by 
General Larson in the early 1980's as a way to recognize our silent 
warriors. We are looking forward to this change and opportunity to bridge 
the past with our present and future leaders. 

You may have also heard about the merger of 25th and 24th Air Force. 
This continues to move along and will result in reuniting the US Air 
Force's Cyber mission with the Intelligence, Surveillance and 
Reconnaissance mission conducted by 25th Air Force. There will be more 
to come on this in the next couple months, but it looks like the ceremony 
will take place at the end of August 2019. 

Another tidbit for you comes from JJ Graham in our Heritage Chapter (San 
Angelo). They have been working with Goodfellow AFB and its 
commander, Col Ricky Mills (CMSgt Larry Mills' son) on setting up 
"paver bricks" leading up to and around the EC-47 display at Goodfellow 
AFB. Once the bricks are in, you would have the opportunity to purchase 
a brick and display a 3- or 4-line tribute of your choice. JJ Graham has 
more information and can be reached at rggraha@hotmail.com. 

THE PRESIDENT’S 
CORNER 
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Finally, as we announced in previous newsletters, this will be our last 
"hard copy" Remain In Touch. It has simply become too expensive to 
publish and our online version is a much superior product with more 
information and higher quality photos. This alleviates an approximate 
$15,000 per year cost and allows the association to focus on our memorial 
events and the Airmen of 25 AF. 

Please contact our Membership Chairman (Roy Burnett) at 
MemberSupport@FTVA.org, or any of the other Board of Director 
officers for instructions on how to get to current, and past, online versions. 

As mentioned in previous newsletters, we are constantly looking for ways 
to support our Airmen/units, expand our membership and maintain our 
legacy of support to our great Nation. If you have any ideas, please contact 
us through our website (www.ftva.org). 

Until next time, always remember to Remain In Touch. 

Cheers, Ted 

 

********************************************************** 

YOUR NEWSLETTER STAFF 

Dennis Buxton, Editor 210-627-7586 
newsletter@ftva.org 

Dennis Rasmussen, 
Senior Editorial 

Adviser 
newsletter@ftva.org 

Joe “Pepito” Figueroa, 
Associate Editor 

210-267-1846 
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Ken Maynard, 
Associate Editor 25 AF News 

Evan Smith, Associate 
Editor Chapter Inputs 

Roy Burnett, 
Circulation Manager e-Edition 

 

********************************************************** 
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Dear FTVA Members: 

Regretfully, this will be the final 
hardcopy of Remain In Touch we can 
mail to you.  As you may have read in 
previous issues, we are migrating to an 
online-only E-Edition because of 
costs. You can access this and all past 
and future editions by simply going to: 

http://www.ftva.us/ 

Click on Remain In Touch Newsletter (the word “newsletter”) 

Log in with your ID of: october1948 

Enter Password:  70years 

In order to receive updates about new issues and any login ID or 
passwords, please send a onetime email to our Membership Chairman, Mr. 
Roy Burnett, at MemberSupport@FTVA.org. 

Unfortunately ever-increasing costs in printing, binding, and mailing have 
necessitated that we make this move. Many other options were considered 
but all discarded for various reasons. 

Again, we offer our regrets but know you will enjoy the online issues 
which have color and expanded content. 

In another technological development as time marches on, after 
introduction by Scott Lawson, president of the FTVA Wasatch Chapter, 
we have adopted the use of a great communications tool called SLACK. 
Any FTVA member can join simply by using the following link: FTVA 
Slack and start sharing. When you join, you will automatically be added 
to the "Comfy Lounge" and depending on your role, you can be added to 
the private channels. Anyone can self-add themselves to any of the public 
channels by typing "#" and a list of channels will appear for them to select 
based on their interest. It may seem little intimidating at first but it's very 
intuitive and works well from your smartphone or desktop. 
 
Dennis Buxton, Newsletter Editor 
Newsletter@ftva.org, 210-627-7586 

 

 
 

http://www.ftva.us/
https://join.slack.com/t/ftva-org/shared_invite/enQtNTU5NTA5OTQwNjEzLTQ0ZTg2ZThlMWE3YzVmYjBmZmJkZTlhNzA4NzY5NDliOTA0MmM4MzIwZTlhYTRiYmFlNTZiNDYwM2YzMjlmZTU
https://join.slack.com/t/ftva-org/shared_invite/enQtNTU5NTA5OTQwNjEzLTQ0ZTg2ZThlMWE3YzVmYjBmZmJkZTlhNzA4NzY5NDliOTA0MmM4MzIwZTlhYTRiYmFlNTZiNDYwM2YzMjlmZTU
mailto:Newsletter@ftva.org
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The Hall of Honor Selection Committee is currently reviewing the write-
ups of nominees for induction into the Hall of Honor. As detailed in our 
last issue of RIT (March 2019), HOH nominations had to be received not 
later than 3 June 2019, and selections will be announced in the September 
RIT issue.  The induction ceremony is a major element of the association’s 
reunion activities that will be held at 25 Air Force HQ (by then it may have 
a new number designator, but the ceremony will still be in Building 2007) 
on Friday morning, 4 October 2019. Once again, thank you for your 
participation. 
 

Thank you and Remain In Touch. 
A.J. Harrison, Hall of Honor Program Chair 

 

********************************************************** 
 

 
Send an E-Mail to MemberSupport@FTVA.org with your current email 
address to get future issues of RIT online. 
  

HALL OF HONOR 

mailto:rebyells@gmail.com
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Compiled by Ken Maynard 

Associate Editor 

ACC ANNOUNCES 24TH, 25TH AF MERGER 

Adapted from an article by ACC/PA 

Joint Base Langley-Eustis, VA—Air Combat Command is merging 
Twenty Fourth and Twenty Fifth Numbered Air Forces at Joint Base San 
Antonio-Lackland, Texas, this summer to better integrate cyber effects, 
intelligence, surveillance, and reconnaissance operations, electronic 

warfare operations, and information 
operations. 

The synergy between cyber, ISR, 
EW, and IO will increase unity of 
effort across these capabilities, 
resulting in new and improved 
options for combatant commanders. 
The integration also better aligns 
these units with priorities outlined in 
the 2018 National Defense Strategy 
and delivers the first “Information 
Warfare” NAF for the Air Force. 

“The merger of 24th and 25th is the 
next step in leveraging and 
integrating new ideas and 
technologies to both improve the 
quality and speed of decision-making 
and deliver improved effects for 
commanders,” said Gen. Mike 
Holmes, commander of Air Combat 
Command. “This formalizes the 

existing collaborations between cyber and ISR while expanding our 
competitive space in EW and IO, ultimately improving readiness and 
increasing lethality across the range of military operations – all vital to the 
success of multi-domain warfighting in the 21st century.” 

25TH AIR FORCE NEWS 

Air Combat Command Twenty 
Fourth and Twenty Fifth Air Forces, 
at Joint Base San Antonio-Lackland, 
Texas, will merge this summer to 
better integrate cyber effects, 
intelligence, surveillance, and 
reconnaissance operations, 
electronic warfare operations, and 
information operations. Graphics 
by: Mr. Robert Young 
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The new IW NAF bolsters the Air Force’s ability to present 
electromagnetic spectrum forces and capabilities to execute missions 
alongside joint and interagency partners. 

While the final organizational structure has not yet been determined, ACC 
anticipates an activation ceremony at JBSA-Lackland, Texas, in late 
summer of 2019. 

USING DYNAMITE AND TNT 
TO ENHANCE NUCLEAR MISSION 

Adapted from an article by Susan A. Romano, AFTAC/PA 

Cape Canaveral AFS, Florida—Ten sticks of medium-grade dynamite, 
60 pounds of C4, two-and-a-half pounds of Semtex and six canisters of 
TNT made for an explosive day for members of the Air Force Technical 
Applications Center here March 13. 

With the assistance and expertise of explosive ordnance disposal Airmen 
from the 45th Civil Engineer Squadron, AFTAC’s Systems Development 

U.S. Air Force Staff Sgt. Derrick C. Johnson, a field test technician assigned to the 
Systems Development Directorate at the Air Force Technical Applications Center, 
Patrick Air Force Base, Florida, lifts the fabric from a small geodesic dome he 
developed to collect hydroacoustic data. (U.S. Air Force photo by Matthew S. 
Jurgens) 
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Directorate personnel tested a new system to determine if their creative 
ingenuity could be operationally deployed in the field. 

AFTAC, the Department of Defense’s sole nuclear treaty monitoring 
center, is responsible for operating and maintaining a global network of 
sensors to detect nuclear explosions around the world. One of the ways it 
executes that mission is through the use of infrasound equipment. 

Staff Sgt. Derrick C. Johnson, a field test technician, wanted to simplify 
the way AFTAC collects infrasound data, so he set out to field test a 
concept he drafted based on his knowledge in the field. 

“After attending an infrasound course at ENSCO, I learned about the dome 
idea from the course instructor, Dr. Roger Waxler,” said Johnson. “He 
mentioned during the course that the company used papasan chairs 
covered in a patented material called Sunbrella. It’s a high-performance 
fabric that’s commonly used in outdoor furniture, awnings and marine 
upholstery.” 

Johnson built a small geodesic dome using a 3-D printer with the help of 
Staff Sgt. Josh Van Horne, an AFTAC Innovations Systems technician. 
The duo printed hexagons and pentagons and using wood dowels, they 
glued all the pieces together. 

“The fabric cover was made up of six equal sized panels, but I had to come 
up with a way to mesh them all together,” Johnson continued. “My mom 
has sewn things together for as long as I can remember, so asked her if I 
could borrow her sewing machine. Stunned and amused all at once, she 
brought her machine to my house and sewed the first dome cover together 
to show me how it’s done. When it was my turn, I managed to break about 
five needles, but I got that second one put together!” 

Once the covers were completed, Johnson was ready to test his invention. 
But in order to do so, he needed a way to measure sound waves that would 
register on the equipment. That’s when happenstance entered into play. 

“I was attending Airman Leadership School here at Patrick AFB, and Staff 
Sgt. Evan Weier was one of my classmates,” Johnson said. “Through our 
conversations, I learned he was an EOD technician, so I told him about the 
project I was working on, and how we had been using recent rocket 
launches to test the equipment. Then we came up with the idea of using 
explosives at the EOD range at the Cape to measure the sound waves 
emanating from the detonations.” 

Weier thought it would be a great win-win situation for both organizations. 
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“We are required to stay proficient and train around explosives to remain 
current in our career fields,” Weier said. “One of the ways we do that is 
through monthly live detonations at our range. So when Derrick told me 
about his project, I figured we could kill two birds with one stone, so to 
speak, and help each other out with our respective missions.” 

The team from AFTAC and the team from EOD met at the Cape on a 
brilliant, cloudless day for a series of detonations using different weights 
of explosives in order for the infrasound equipment to capture varying 
degrees of sound waves given off by the blasts. 

“From a data analysis perspective, the test was valuable as it provided 
information that will be beneficial to AFTAC mission planning,” said Maj. 
Jason Heller, special projects division chief. “We have already discussed 
some of the implications from the test, and we’re planning a follow-on test 
to corroborate the data.” 

AFTAC has consistently been on the cutting edge of innovation and non-
traditional problem solving, and leadership within the center encourages 
the workforce to think out of the proverbial box. 

“This is a textbook example of innovation at its finest,” said Col. Richard 
Mendez, deputy director of the Systems Development Directorate at the 
treaty monitoring center. “Sergeant Johnson and his crew created a rapid 
prototype for $500, which reduces the current kit size by 80 percent and 
mimics the performance of the current system that traditionally costs 
upwards of $5,000. I’d say that’s a win for the Air Force.” 

ISR EFFECTS INITIATIVE CONNECTS INTEL AIRMEN 
WITH OUTCOME OF EFFORTS 

Adapted from an article by SSgt Eboni Prince, 480 ISRW/PA 

Joint Base Pearl Harbor-Hickam, Hawaii—Intelligence analysts are 
often the driving force behind mission successes world-wide. Intelligence, 
Surveillance and Reconnaissance (ISR) Airmen take data from all 
domains, analyze it and turn it into decision quality information for 
countless customers on a daily basis. 

One of the issues in providing intelligence during a continuous operations 
tempo is that analysts often do not receive feedback regarding the fruits of 
their labor. 

Consequently, a few members of the 8th IS launched an initiative to scour 
systems of records and build communication bridges with mission partners 
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to highlight the true impact and effectiveness of intelligence analysts’ hard 
work. 

Thus, ISR Effects 
was created. 

Designed to 
provide individual 
and meaningful 
feedback to Airmen 
within the 
squadron, the 
initiative directly 
supports the 480 
ISRW’s 
interdependent 
priority to make 
the wing an 
assignment of 
choice by 
investing in ways 
to connect Airmen 
to the outcome of 
their efforts. 

SMSgt Charles Edwards, 8th IS operations superintendent, launched the 
initiative by selecting two subject-matter experts with diverse operational 
backgrounds who shared a passion to innovate the best way to empower 
Airmen. These two Airmen, SSgts Dora Saladee and Jhonathan Jimenez, 
conceptualized the foundations, tactics, techniques and procedures 
necessary to create a program that contributes to morale and resiliency. 

“The work this team does closes the feedback loop of the intelligence 
process and builds compelling narratives backed by deep qualitative and 
quantitative impacts of daily intelligence tasks that help eliminate the 
drudgery that can build without an effort of this kind,” said Edwards. 

Saladee and Jimenez spend every workday researching missions, 
communicating with mission partners and compiling and managing data, 
as well as brainstorming innovative acquisition methods. 

“I think this is an amazing program that helped scratch an itch intel 
analysts have had for a long time,” said Jimenez. “Many times, they feel 
they simply produce products and reports to no end and rarely understand 
the importance of how those reports are being utilized within the 

U.S. Air Force Airmen assigned to the 8th Intelligence 
Squadron conduct analysis at Joint Base Pearl Harbor-
Hickam, Hawaii, Feb. 22, 2019. ISR Effects is an initiative 
that helps connect intelligence analysts to the outcome of 
their efforts. (U.S. Air Force photo by Staff Sgt. Eboni 
Prince) 
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intelligence community. With this program, we have witnessed firsthand 
the surprise in Airmen as they learn the level to which their intelligence 
efforts are being implemented.” 

ISR Airmen like TSgt Nicole Boggs, 8th IS intelligence analyst, have 
already felt the impact of what ISR Effects can bring to the unit in a few 
short months. 

“The ISR Effects reports bring awareness to Airmen with our unit which 
demonstrates how their actions, no matter how seemingly small, have a 
bigger purpose, and increases individual knowledge of how far-reaching 
the ISR enterprise impression really is,” said Boggs. 

Mission partners rely on these Airmen and their cognitive abilities, 
coupled with high-end technologies, to help provide an advantage. It 
seems only fitting that the significance of their work be understood, 
highlighted and emphasized. 

“ISR Effects efforts reinforce the teamwork necessary to secure these 
outcomes,” said Edwards. “Our team has done a fantastic job in 
emphasizing that the work we do means people who never knew we were 
there are safe to continue defending the U.S. and its interests.” 

MAGIC KEEPS CABLE DAWGS SAFE 

Adapted from an article by L. 
Cunningham, 55th Wing/PA 

Offutt AFB, Nebraska—
Virtual Reality (VR) is a fast-

growing technology, especially 
amongst Millennials and Generation Z, and now it is making its way into 
military training. 

SrA Jordan Prince, 55th CS 
cable maintenance, tests virtual 
reality equipment that interacts 
with initial safety check 
procedures at Booz Allen 
Hamilton in Omaha, Nebraska. 
Incorporating safety into virtual 
procedures is one of the program 
priorities. (USAF photo by D.P. 
Heard) 
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The 55th Communications Group acquired a VR kit from 25th Air Force 
in September 2018 to be used by units ready to offer innovative and unique 
training methods for the new generation of Airmen. 

“We are trying to cultivate a culture of innovation and thinking outside the 
box,” said CMSgt Peter Franco, 55th CG superintendent. “When Airmen 
can bring up an idea and we get the funding for it, it’s demonstrating to 
the Airmen that we are listening and we need their ideas to evolve the 
culture.” 

The 55th CG, ready to accept the challenge, invited approximately 30 
Airmen to view a demonstration of the kit’s Mobile Applications and 
Gaming Intelligence Courseware (MAGIC) program. The Airmen were 
then asked what they saw as benefits and possible uses for this new VR 
technology. 

SSgt Garrett Kysar, a 55th CS “Cable Dawg”, recommended a VR 
environment to help provide initial and proficiency training to airmen that 
must be dual-qualified as cable and antenna maintainers for two radio sites 
located over an hour north of Offutt Air Force Base. 

The VR MAGIC training helps reinforce the familiarization, confidence 
and safety required while working year-round on the 120-foot towers, 
serving the High Frequency Global Communications System (HFGCS). It 
is up to these maintainers, both civilian and military, to ensure the 
reliability of the system that supports the Federal Emergency Management 
Agency, National Aeronautics and Space Administration and all of the 
Department of Defense. 

The 55th CG has been working with a Booz Allen Hamilton development 
team on the initial stages of designing a 3D virtual training environment 
for “cable dawgs” working with the HFGCS. 

Incorporating safety procedures, such as practicing rescue methods in the 
event a fellow worker is injured or hanging from a tower or the challenge 
of repairing a tower 120 feet up in the air with 25 mph winds, is one of the 
VR program’s priorities. 

“The big danger we face while working on antennas is falling while 
working aloft because of human error or equipment failure” said SrA 
Christopher Orange, 55th CS. “When we climb, we have safety measures 
in place so if we do happen to fall, our wire grab, slide bar, rope grabs and 
Y lanyards can catch us. Another danger we face is weather - if the wind 
speed is greater than 25 mph or if the towers are iced, we can’t climb at 
all.” 
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The MAGIC program development will take approximately one year to 
complete. When finished, “cable dawgs” will receive smarter and faster 
training to help provide a safer working environment. 

VR is a proven training capability currently used by the flying community. 
This project will prove that it can translate to other communities. 

“The whole idea behind MAGIC is that we don’t read textbooks 
anymore,” said Lt. Col. Scott Papineau, 55th CG deputy commander. “The 
newer, younger Airmen are the ones looking to the digital age to read and 
learn from.” 

 
20TH IS INITIATIVE BRINGS FIRST FULLY OPERATIONAL 

SPARK HUB TO OFFUTT 

Adapted from an article by Catherine White, 363 ISRW/PA 

Offutt AFB, Nebraska—In June 2018, five members of the 20th IS, part 
of the 363rd ISRG at Joint Base Langley-Eustis, Virginia, began building 
a network of like-minded Airmen to out-innovate U.S. adversaries. 

Today, this network, known as Soaring Buffalo, consists of Airmen from 
multiple Air Force career fields, squadrons, wings, Numbered Air Forces 
and major commands working together to solve warfighter problems. 

Soaring Buffalo is part of the Air Force’s innovation ecosystem and makes 
up Offutt AFB’s first Spark Hub construct – a decentralized network of 
Air Force bases around the world designed to execute locally generated 
ideas and projects. 

“We think this is the future for squadron- and base-level innovation,” said 
Capt Joshua, 20th IS targeting innovation OIC, and one of the original five 
Soaring Buffalo members. “This is a real outlet where Airmen can build, 
refine and prove ideas,” Joshua said. “It ties them into a larger community 
of experts they never had access to before.” 

Since its inception, the original five have grown to a 37-member network 
that includes industry, academia, senior military leaders, Airmen and 
civilians. 

“We are focused on failing fast and failing forward,” said Ben, 20th IS 
intelligence specialist and one of the original five. “It is empowering and 
energizing for us to receive a platform that accelerates our desire and 
ability to tackle challenges.” 

Partnerships with industry and academia are key components of Spark 
programs. Through these partnerships, Soaring Buffalo members trained 
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with staff from a local university’s College of Information Science and 
Technology on some of the most advanced data visualization and analytics 
topics available. 

“[As a result of this training], we have identified weapon systems threats 
and defense systems in record time,” said Joshua. “We are postured to 
work on small problems that helps us in the day-to-day or work on big 
problems impacting Air Force lethality.” 

One of the many successful projects members of the Soaring Buffalo team 
has accomplished encompasses creating a dashboard that allows 
warfighters to make real-time recommendations; designed and coded by 
Airmen with the 595th Strategic Communications Squadron, Air Force 
Global Strike Command, and targeteers from the 20th IS, as well as 
deployed warfighters from air operations centers. 

“This gives us unprecedented flexibility and allows members of the team 
to understand warfighter problems in-depth at their source,” Joshua said. 
“We have the ability to build data analysis models, visualization or code 
new software solutions.” 

“Innovation is a fostered culture – the passion our leadership has put into 
this project and what we have all put into making this happen is something 
that will stick with me throughout my career,” said Staff Sgt. Sean, 20th 
IS targeting innovation NCO in charge. “Soaring Buffalo is a prime 
example of what dedicated and charged Airmen can do when leaders 
believe in them.” 

********************************************************** 

 
Send an E-Mail to MemberSupport@FTVA.org with your current email 
address to get future issues of RIT online. 
  

mailto:rebyells@gmail.com
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Did you know that the chapter section is one of the most widely read 
sections of RIT? EVERYONE is interested in what are chapters are doing 
to enhance and promote the Remain In Touch mission of FTVA. Many 
great inputs are below, and as always, please remember to forward your 
chapter inputs at any time (monthly, weekly or all at once) to Evan Smith, 
FTVA Board Vice President and current Chapter Liaison 
evan.v.smith@gmail.com). 
 
********************************************************** 

 
Alamo Chapter 
San Antonio, TX 

Barnie Gavin, President 
Mike Nielsen, Secretary/Treasurer 

 
 

The San Antonio Chapter of the FTVA held their monthly meeting at the 
Saltgrass Restaurant on 21 March 2019.  Fellowship and dinner were 
enjoyed by all 15 members and spouses present. Those present included: 

• Barnie Gavin 
• Homer & Ann Waring 
• Bob & Donna Crabtree 
• Ken & Sheila Williams 
• Vince & Elise Colacicco 
• Ken & Judy & AJ Maynard 
• Graddie Robinson 
• Dan Martin 
• Darby Stacy 

President Barnie Gavin called the meeting to order at 1830 and said there 
would be no meeting in April as he would be on vacation in Florida and 
that the next meeting would be held as part of the FTVA “Spring Social” 
on the 4th of May at the Marriott Hotel on TX 151. This is a “No Cost” 
function; however, a donation of $5 would be greatly appreciated. 
There being no further business, the meeting was adjourned at 
1840. 

FTVA CHAPTER NEWS 

mailto:evan.v.smith@gmail.com
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********************************************************** 

Aloha Chapter 
Honolulu, HI 

John “Tilly” Toillion, President 

The FTVA’s Aloha Chapter held its second 2019 
get together on May 2 at Mililani Ruby Tuesdays, 
our favorite watering hole, to catch up on our 

recent happenings.  The “Dynamic 4” (Dickie Hites, Dave Jones, Ken Een, 
and John Toillion) were able to attend. 

Main topics of 
discussion included 
health updates (we’re 
blessed to be alive!!), 
world news, war 
stories, and the recent 

news about the consolidation of the 25th AF with the 24th AF and what, 
if any, impact it will have on Security Service and FTVA. 

As always, the palm trees are always swaying and the surf’s a pounding 
for anyone headed this way. 

That be it from the coconut wireless. A-looooo-ha!! 

********************************************************** 

Send an E-Mail to MemberSupport@FTVA.org with your current email 
address to get future issues of RIT online. 
  

Hawaii 4-Oh: FTVA 
Aloha Chapter 
Members (l-r): Dave 
Jones, John Toillion, 
Dickie Hites, and Ken 
Een 

mailto:rebyells@gmail.com
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********************************************************** 

Heritage Chapter 
San Angelo, TX 

Ronald ‘JJ’ Graham, Chapter President 
Ed Bendinelli, Chapter Vice President 

Submitted by Larry Ross, FTVA Heritage 
Chapter Secretary 

At a Heritage Chapter meeting during a 
discussion on identifying all the 
memorialized buildings on Goodfellow 
AFB, it was noted that there was previously 

a Fritz dormitory that had been destroyed without being de-memorialized 
which is against Air Force policy. The base historian researched its history. 
Once the base found out about the mistake they moved very quickly to 
rectify the error. Here is Sgt Gerald Fritz's story. 

In May 1975, the S.S. Mayaguez, a merchant ship, was seized by Khmer 
Rouge communist forces in Cambodia. 75 volunteers from the U.S. Air 
Force 56th Security Police Squadron answered the call to retake the ship. 
On their way to the staging location of Utapao Royal Thai navy airfield, 
one of the CH-53s crashed. Sgt. Gerald Fritz was killed in the crash along 
with 17 other security police and the five-man crew. 

In 1980, Goodfellow renamed the security police dormitory in honor of 
Fritz, but in 1985 the dormitory was torn down. 

March 29, the Military Working Dog Kennels were renamed in honor of 
Fritz’s service and sacrifice. 

He joined the Air Force and became a security policeman and a dog 
handler, said Col. Ricky Mills, 17th Training Wing commander. A high 
school photo shows him looking beyond the frame of the picture smiling: 
optimistic, earnest, dependable and ready to lend a hand. Today, thanks to 
the help of many of our veterans and active duty families, we are happy to 
rename these kennels in his honor. 

Linda Fritz, widow of the late Sgt. Fritz, attended the service along with 
several other Vietnam veterans. When asked about her husband’s time as 
a dog handler, she replied. 
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He loved it, he was a country boy so he loved working with animals, so he 
thought it was great, said Linda. Seeing him work with the dogs was an 
everyday occurrence when we lived in Malmstrom Air Force Base, I 
would go to the base and watch him work with the dogs.  

She continued to share her memories of Fritz. 

“He was a good honest country working boy, he just thought the military 
was wonderful, said Linda. It helped him and gave structure to his life, and 
he just thought it was great.” 

The ceremony wrapped up with a demonstration for the veterans in 
attendance to see the dogs and their handlers in action. 

The newly named kennels will continue to honor Fritz and fellow dog 
handlers into the future. 

We will be certain to carry the memory of Fritz with us into our future, 
where he belongs, said Mills. 

U.S. Air Force Col. Ricky Mills, 17th Training Wing commander, addresses the 
crowd during the Fritz Military Working Dog Kennel unveiling. Friends and 
family of the late Sgt. Gerald Fritz were invited to the unveiling of the kennel as 
well as other Vietnam Veterans. (U.S. Air Force photo by Airman 1st Class 
Zachary Chapman/Released) 

U.S. Air Force 17th Security 
Forces military working dogs 
put on demonstrations for 
guests of the Fritz Military 
Working Dog Kennel unveiling 
on Goodfellow Air Force Base. 
(Photo by Carl "Brad" 
Bradley, Faith in a Flash 
Photography) 
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FTVA Heritage Chapter 
Presents Hanoi Hilton Brick  

To 17th Training Wing 
(Source: https://www.goodfellow.af.mil/Newsroom/Article-

Display/Article/1803563/17th-training-wing-receives-hanoi-hilton-brick/) 

During a special ceremony at the Goodfellow Base Theater, a brick from 
the Hanoi Hilton prison was presented to the 17th Training Wing, March 
29. 

During the Vietnam War, over 800 U.S. military were captured and held 
at 13 prisoner of war camps. After the U.S. attempted to rescue military 
members held in the San Tay prison, most were moved to be held in and 
around Hanoi. The POWs at this facility sarcastically re-branded the 
prison as the Hanoi Hilton. 

During the ceremony, The Heritage Chapter of the Freedom Through 
Vigilance Association and representatives from the U.S. Air Force 
Doggers, a group of former Vietnamese linguists, gifted a brick from the 
Hanoi Hilton prison to the 17th Training Wing. 

 

Retired Chief Master Sgt. Larry Mills, a former cryptologic specialist who 
served from 1963 until 1988, presented the brick to his son Col. Ricky 
Mills, 17th Training Wing commander. Chief Mills flew hundreds of 
combat missions over Vietnam and Laos and amassed a total of 6,813 
combat hours flying on EC-47, RC-130 and RC-135 collection platforms 

 

Retired U.S. Chief Master Sgt. 
Larry Mills, former cryptologic 
linguist shares a little about his 
experiences during the 
Vietnam War during a special 
ceremony at the Base Theater 
on Goodfellow Air Force Base, 
Texas, March 29, 2019. During 
his time in in the service, Mills 
flew hundreds of combat 
missions over Vietnam and 
Laos and amassed a total of 
6,813 combat hours. (U.S. Air 
Force photo by Senior Airman 
Seraiah Hines/Released) 
 

https://www.goodfellow.af.mil/Newsroom/Article-Display/Article/1803563/17th-training-wing-receives-hanoi-hilton-brick/
https://www.goodfellow.af.mil/Newsroom/Article-Display/Article/1803563/17th-training-wing-receives-hanoi-hilton-brick/
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"We have a great honor, because for us when we come home every time 
America thanks us, because they got it right, but it hasn’t always been like 
that," said Chief Master Sgt. Lavor Kirkpatrick,17th Training Wing 
command chief. "The ones who went before us but didn’t receive the 
thanks that we are able to, we need to not forget them and to continue to 
honor them." 

Mills shared the memory of when his role model changed. "I was like any 
other kid, I had heroes who were in sports," said Mills. "But, when I 
graduated technical training here at Goodfellow, I realized all that my dad 
had done, and he became my hero. " 

Larry Miller who attended to ceremony provided additional comments: 

CMSgt Larry Mills presented Col. Ricky Mills and the 17th Training Wing 
one of the bricks from the Hanoi Hilton yesterday on Vietnam Veterans 
Remembrance Day to be included in the Goodfellow AFB historical 
collection. Col Mills had a prepared speech but scrapped it and instead 
spoke about the impact and influence his dad and his dad's career had on 
his life. Yes, the Colonel started to tear up. Colonel Mills' mom Mikie was 
also in attendance. 

U.S. Air Force Col. Ricky Mills, 17th Training 
Wing commander, receives a brick from the 
Hanoi Hilton, presented by retired Chief Master 
Sgt. Larry Mills at the Base Theater on 
Goodfellow Air Force Base, Texas, March 29, 
2019. The brick was given to the 17th Training 
Wing by The Heritage Chapter of the FTVA (U.S. 
Air Force photo by Senior Airman Seraiah 
Hines/Released) 
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Send an E-Mail to MemberSupport@FTVA.org with your current email 
address to get future issues of RIT online. 
 
  

An aerial view of the Prisoner of War camp located at Hanoi, Vietnam in 1970. 
During the Vietnam War, the POWs sarcastically renamed this camp the Hanoi 
Hilton. (Courtesy photo) 

mailto:rebyells@gmail.com
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Wasatch Chapter 

Salt Lake City, UT 
Scott Lawson, President 

The FTVA Wasatch Chapter began regular 
monthly meetings at rotating establishments 
starting in March 2019. At the time of this 
newsletter we’ve held meetings in March and 
April with another scheduled for May. The 

following photo is from our first meeting place in March at “The Garage 
on Beck” just north of Salt Lake City. Apparently, this used to be an old 
hangout for members of the 169 IS back in their flying days so it was a 
familiar location. 

 
 

Rustic Setting: Pictured (l-r): Eric Rasmussen, Annett and Brady Herbert, Page 
McGinnis, Elisha and Nick Batura, Scott Lawson, John Stark, and Mike Batura. 
Not pictured, Shawn and Jen Heckman. 
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As mentioned in the last newsletter, we took on a special project to sponsor 
151st Intelligence, Surveillance, and Reconnaissance Group nominees for 
the first ever 300th Military Intelligence Brigade-sponsored Intelligence 
Ball in March 2019. All the chapter officers were on hand to present them 
with an award recognizing their accomplishments as the Military Linguist 
and Intelligence Professional of the Year for 2018. Since then we’ve also 
decided to sponsor the quarterly awards and upkeep of the recognition 
boards in the group building. 

 
President Lawson added “We continue to reach out to our membership and 
invite you to connect with us on Slack (slack.com). We’ve created a 
workspace for the FTVA organization at large and have all the chapter 
presidents and officers added, we’re just waiting for you to join us. It’s 
very flexible, easy to use and provides a great way to Remain In Touch 
with FTVA members near and far. The more members we can get on the 
platform, the more active and productive we can all be in promoting our 
FTVA. Please contact Scott Lawson at lawson.scott1@gmail.com or Roy 
Burnett at MemberSupport@FTVA.org for an invite link.” 
  

Awards and Decs: Pictured left to right: 1Lt Nick Batura (Chapter VP), 
CMSgt(Ret) Scott Lawson (Chapter President), TSgt John Stark (Linguist of the 
Year), TSgt David Evanson (Intel Professional of the Year), MSgt Melanie Spar 
(Chapter Secretary), and SMSgt Eric “Raz” Rasmussen (Chapter Treasurer). 
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Mid-Atlantic Region Chapter 
 

Dave Doiron, Chapter President 
Bill Grayson, Chapter Vice President 

Submitted by Jerry Gething 

New Executive Council for FTVA Mid-Atlantic 
Region Chapter (MARC) 

The new and recently confirmed Executive Council for the Mid-Atlantic 
Region Chapter met with the outgoing Executive Council at the Bavarian 
Brauhaus in Hanover, MD (near Ft Meade, MD) on 12 Jan 2019. The 
group discussed transitioning responsibilities, scheduled upcoming 
meetings and set some short-term goals for the Chapter. The incoming 
Executive Council were enthusiastic about their new roles and were eager 
to move the Chapter forward. 

REGIME CHANGE. (L-R) Bill Grayson - new Vice President, Gordon (Scott) 
DeWitt - new Secretary, Jerry Gething - outgoing President, Bob Bastian - 
reconfirmed Treasurer, Dave Doiron - new President. 

Meet your new FTVA MARC Executive Council 

President - Dave Doiron is currently the Director of Operations for a 
Government Contractor working out of Ft Meade. Dave served over 26 
years predominately as an Intel Analyst (202/1N4) serving in San Vito, 
Italy, Ft. Meade, MD, Goodfellow AFB, TX, Ankara, Turkey, Langley 
AFB, VA, Goodfellow AFB, Bolling AFB, DC (UGIP Program), Hurlburt 
Field, FL, Kunia, HI, Ft. Meade, Presidio of Monterey, CA and then back 
to Ft. Meade. Dave has served as an Entity Analyst, Advisory Support 
Analyst, Flight Reporter, Division Reporter, Technical Instructor, 
Instructor Supervisor, Analysis Courses Manager, Superintendent of CSG 
ACC, Superintendent of the MOC, Group Superintendent, Deputy Chief 
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of Staff/Air Force Element Chief at Defense Language Institute, and 
retired as the Command CMSgt of the 70IW in 2007. Dave was inducted 
into the FTVA Hall of Honor in 2012. 

Vice President - Bill Grayson is a Lifetime Member of FTVA and a 
resident of Bowie, Maryland. He retired from the Air Force after 24 years 
of service in the Intelligence and Communications Security/Operations 
Security fields. His assignments included 9 years at Fort Meade, MD, 10 
years overseas (Europe and Vietnam), and special assignments for the 
White House and NATO. Since retirement, Bill has worked with the U.S. 
Department of Commerce for two years as a telecommunications 
specialist, with other Federal civil agencies in the COMSEC and 
Information Security fields, as well as a training program developer, and 
was assigned special drug enforcement duties in Latin America. In 
addition, Bill spent 24 years with Northrup Grumman as a consultant to 
the DoD, NASA, NATO, many federal civil agencies and the federal 
judiciary. His is an author, with four books published covering military 
history and historical fiction. He currently serves on the City of Bowie 
Public Safety Committee as an appointed member. Bill has both a 
Bachelor’s and Master's degree. 

Secretary - Scott DeWitt served on active duty from July 1981 - December 
1987 as a Morse Systems Operator with assignments with the 6913th ESS 
(Augsburg, Germany, mobile), 6949th ESS (Offutt AFB, NE, airborne) 
and 6931st ESS (Iraklion Air Station, Crete, Greece), along with multiple 
TDYs to RAF Mildenhall, UK, Hawaii, and Midway Island. After being 
discharged in 12/87 he attended Penn State University from 8/88 – 8/92 
receiving a BA in Child & Adolescent Development/Human Development 
& Family Studies). While a full-time student at PSU Scott actively served 
for two years as the Vice President of Legislative Affairs for the Penn State 
Veterans Organization. Currently, Scott works at the Louis A. Johnson VA 
Hospital in Clarksburg, WV as an Advanced Medical Support Assistant in 
the Hematology/Oncology Clinic. He is married (wife Darlene) with one 
daughter (Niki) who attends Waldorf University in Forest City, Iowa. 
Scott enjoys reading, being outdoors, going to church and singing karaoke. 

Treasurer - Bob Bastian is the current Treasurer for the MARC. Bob's 28 
years of active duty service included assignments in Greece, Nebraska, 
Italy, Texas (twice), Korea, Hawaii (twice), and finally Fort George G. 
Meade, Maryland. He filled a variety of duty positions to include Morse 
Operator, Direction Finding Controller, Airborne Morse Operator, Aisle 
Controller, Mission Supervisor, Flight Commander, Superintendent of 
Training, and Operations Superintendent for both the 67th and 70th 
Intelligence Wings. He retired in 2005 as the 70th IW Operations 
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Superintendent. Currently, Bob is a Program Manager leading a team of 
signals intelligence subject matter experts supporting SAF Acquisition 
(AQ), AF/A2, Air Combat Command and other major command 
organizations in developing enterprise architecture materials and 
conducting studies and analyses to support the Air Force's signals 
intelligence capability working group's capability development funding 
decisions. 

 

 

********************************************************** 

 
Send an E-Mail to MemberSupport@FTVA.org with your current email 
address to get future issues of RIT online. 
  

mailto:rebyells@gmail.com
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6916th SS/ESS Raiders Reunite! 
By Stu Skeen 

From March 21st thru March 24th, 
2019, the 6916th Security/Electronic 
Security Squadron “Raiders” reunited 
in camaraderie and spirit at the 

Hampton Inn, Rockwall, Texas. 
As many at 100 “Raiders” met to 
enjoy “refreshments,” and play 
nearly continuous pinochle while 
sharing stories new and old. 
During the week, some of the 
Raiders enjoyed a round of golf at 
Waverly Golf Course in Rowlett, 
Texas, while others toured parts 
of the L-3 Technologies campus. 
The tour included a walk through 
of the L-3 Memorial area, and 
then a tour of an NKC-135 (Tail 
Number 666) in the hangar. 
Finally, the group held a banquet at 
Occasions at Stone River in Royse City, Texas consisting of a beautiful 
buffet line featuring a Mediterranean theme! 

All had a great time renewing old 
friendships, telling tall tales, and 
confirming that we all were “on that 
flight!” The group committed to meet 
again at Disney World Resort in 
Florida in December, 2021! 

 

 

REUNION REPORTS 

The popular patch for morale jackets 
and shirts. Kind of sums it all up. 

6916th Commemorative Coin; a much 
sought-after souvenir. 
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********************************************************** 

  

Above 6916th SS/ESS Raiders Reunion attendees gather at the big banquet held 
at Occasions at Stone River in Royse City, Texas.  One highlight was a 
Mediterranean theme. 

Below 6916th SS/ESS Reunion attendees gather in the Raider’s Recovery Room 
(Triple R) deployed. 
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********************************************************** 
Peshawar Air Station Alumni Reunion 

Submitted by Tom Davis 
 
The 11th reunion of the Peshawar Air Station Alumni Association took 
place at the IP Casino Resort Spa in Biloxi, Mississippi April 28 - May 1, 
2019. In all, there were 64 alumni and their guests in attendance. 

We had a wonderful trip to the National World War II Museum in New 
Orleans, LA. Along with a self-guided tour, we enjoyed a box lunch and a 
short movie about Bob Hope's USO tours during World War II in BB's 
Stage Door Canteen. Then we watched the 4D movie Beyond All 
Boundaries, narrated by Tom Hanks. 

 
 

On our last day, we were treated to a tour of Keesler AFB. This was our 
main mission in choosing Biloxi for our reunion since so many of our 
members had their primary tech school at Keesler. We had a windshield 
tour of the whole base. We were also treated to classrooms tours. We 

Peshawar Air Station Alumni posing at The National World War II Museum. 

Tech School grads of the Keesler Schoolhouse gaggle around a static display at 
the 111th Peshawar Air Station Reunion during a tour of the base. 
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visited classrooms in two different buildings where we talked with 
instructors and students. We had a tour of the Tower and Radar Labs and 
an introduction to new modular self-paced training techniques for 
computer network courses. 

Our banquet included a visit from the Commanding Officer, 81st Training 
Wing, Keesler AFB Col. Debra A. Lovette. We also had a wonderful 
speech from MSgt. Earnest McGachey. Between meeting MSgt. 
McGachey, Col. Lovette, the Airmen and trainers at Keesler and MSgt. 
McGachey’s speech it is obvious that the Air Force is still attracting the 
best and the brightest. 

 

In all, the reunion was attended by: Wayne & Harriett Bible, Fred Cox, 
Donald Bowie & Gwen Daniels, Ron & Jing Chatham, Charles & Barbara 
Clopper, Tom & Patsy Crumpton, Tom & Iris Davis, Fred & Pat Dietrich, 
Thomas & Nancy Fallon, Russell & Carol Grassl, Bob Haines, David 
Holliday, Jeff & Marsha Kinlaw, Wayne & Julie Matthews, Mac 
McCarthy & Shelly Albino, Dennis Mills & Ann Gaynell Tooley, David 

Alumni of Peshawar Air Station siting for a quick photo op at the banquet held 
during the group’s 11th reunion held last 28 April to 1 May at Biloxi, MS. 

Spouses and guests of the Alumni members enjoyed the festivities as well.  Below, 
many of them sit for the photographer at the banquet. 
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& Wanda Mitchell, Charles & Nancy Mozingo, Bernard & Gwendolyn 
Moseby, Joseph Mullican & Ruth Weston, Bryan & Gail Nelson, John 
Nida, Kenneth & Pat Pennell, Rich Rochelle, Charles Rogers, Michael & 
Sara Ross, Tim Sheehan, Hugh Sloan & John Sloan, Donald Smith, 
Graham & Glenda Smith, Harry & Kathy Stewart, Greg and Sandi Stone, 
Alan Swain, Dwight & Georgia Thompson, Kenneth E. Warren, Jim 
Wesley & Cheryl Berlon, and Joseph & Deborah Wiseman. 
 
********************************************************** 

 
FTVA’s Annual Spring Social 
Submitted by Dennis “Rass” Rasmussen 

 
The 2019 FTVA Annual Spring Social was held May 4th from 1700-2200 
at the  SeaWorld® Marriott, San Antonio, TX. Members and guests mixed 
and mingled with old friends and new. The photos below capture the good 
time that was had by all. 
 
 

 
  

Nobility: A Night at the Round Table. Depicted left to right are Diana and Mike 
Nielsen, Ed Barnes, Dottie Francis, Bob and Donna Crabtree, Ken and Sheila 
Williams and Judy Gavin. 
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Ruling Triumvirate: Depicted left to right are the current FTVA President, Ted 
Colquhoun, Vice President Evan Smith and wife Anette, and Jen and Lee 
Anthony. Lee is the current FTVA treasurer. 

A Distinguished Group:  Left to right we have our intrepid, on-the-scene 
reporter and Distinguished Editor Emeritus "Rass" Rasmussen. To his left are 
Judy Maynard, Nancy Larson and Bill Sheck. 
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********************************************************** 
 

 

********************************************************** 
September 5-7, 2019 

6994th Security Squadron 
Location: Nashville, TN 

(Doubletree Hotel) 
POC: Rick Yeh, (301) 943-6417 or blk67cougar@gmail.com 
The 2019 6994th Security Squadron reunion will be held in 

Nashville, TN 5-7 Sep 2019. Details are on the website or contact 
Rick Yeh or Rich Krejsa for details. 

URL: http://www.6994th.com 
 

REUNION 
ANNOUNCEMENTS 

This is fun! Enjoying the camaraderie at the FTVA Spring Social are, left-to 
right, Gabe Marshall, Graddie and Theresa Robinson; Dan Martin, FTVA’s 
Historian; JJ Graham, president of the FTVA Heritage Chapter, San Angelo, 
TX; and FTVA’s reigning secretary, Mr. “Phred” Sevening. 

mailto:blk67cougar@gmail.com
http://www.6994th.com/
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********************************************************** 
October 2-4, 2019 

Airborne Maintenance Technician Association 
Location: Hilton San Antonio Airport, San Antonio 

POC: Johnnie Estes, ftva_1@estesj.com 
POC: Mike McLaughlin, Phone: 830-995-4190 

POC E-Mail: comfort@amtassociation.org 
Comment: Reunion Chairman Mike McLaughlin 

comfort@amtassociation.org 
Website - http://www.amtassociation.org  

URL: http://www.amtassociation.org 
 

********************************************************** 
October 2-7, 2019 
Prop Wash Gang 

Location: San Antonio, TX 
(Holiday Inn Express, 1309 E Commerce San Antonio, TX 

POC: Lee Anthony (210-315-0868) )leeanthony@satx.rr.com) 
or Larry Lane 

Holding our reunion in conjunction with the FTVA Weekend. 
Details are on the website 

URL: http://www.propwashgang.org/ 
********************************************************** 

October 3-5, 2019 
FTVA-25th Air Force Annual Reunion 

Location: San Antonio, TX 
More Details Forthcoming 

********************************************************** 
 

November 7-10, 2019 
6918th RSM/Security Squadron 

Brady / Hakata, Japan 
Location: Jacksonville, FL 

(Doubletree Hotel) 
Comments on 6918th Website 

http://6918thhakata.com 
********************************************************** 
  

mailto:ftva_1@estesj.com
mailto:comfort@amtassociation.org
mailto:comfort@amtassociation.org
http://www.amtassociation.org/
http://www.amtassociation.org/
mailto:leeanthony@satx.rr.com
http://www.propwashgang.org/
http://6918thhakata.com/
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Freedom Through Vigilance Association 

VIGILANT PARTNERS 
P.O. Box 691616 

San Antonio, TX 78269 
29 Jan 2019 

 
PLATINUM PARTNERS 

Mrs. Doyle E. Larson  
(IMO Maj Gen Doyle E. Larson) 

Prop Wash Gang  
(IMO CMSgt Tom Tennant) 

 
 
 
 

GOLD PARTNERS 

Security Services Federal Credit Union 
To The Penny Tax Services 
Engrave-Tech & Graphics 

Air Force Federal Credit Union 
William F. Sheck  

Anonymous 
(IMO MSgt Robert "Bob" Fenstermacher) 

 
 
 
 

SILVER PARTNERS 

Anthony F. Jensen 
William Springett 

Grover Jackson 
Regis F.A. Urschler 
“Picnic Partners” 
Greg Radabaugh 

Grant and June Howells & Ken and Hide Lantz  
(IMO Robert Lantz)  

Donald Bundy 
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BRONZE PARTNERS 

Mark and Amy Hess 
Henry Whitney 

William (Bill) F. McCarthy 
Bob & Debbie Cope 

(IMO of CMSgt Tom Tennant) 
Ronald Hentz 

(IHO Col Bob Cope) 
Larry and Alice Boyce 

E.W. Forbess 
 
 
 
 

 
PATRON PARTNERS    

James Mayer 
Richard Sacchetti 

Charles Bishop 
Perry Eisenhower 

 
 

 
 
 
 
*//Platinum Partner $2,500 +//Gold Partner $ 1,000 - $2,499//// Silver Partner 
$500- $999// Bronze Partner $ 250 - $499// Patron Partner $ 100 - $249 
 
 
 

Thank You, 
Vigilant Partners, 

For Your Caring Support! 
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The following is a selected list of folks taking that extra step to Remain In 
Touch who have signed into the FTVA Website (www.ftva.org) in the past 
few months. 

--------------------------------------Tear Line--------------------- ----------------- 
E-Mail address: bathbrooks@gmail.com 
First Name: Richard 
Last Name: Bath 
Unit: DIRNSA - Ft. Meade Country: USA 
Comment: Serviced: HQ USAFSS - Kelly AFB, European Scty Region - 
Frankfurt, Germany, 6931st, Security Group, Iraklion 
--------------------------------------Tear Line--------------------- ----------------- 
E-Mail address: pepawrick@embarqmail.com 
First Name: Richard "Rick" 
Last Name: Patrick 
Unit: 28 Jul 75 
Country: USA 
--------------------------------------Tear Line--------------------- ----------------- 
E-Mail address: tyankeex@suddenlink.net 
First Name: Ed 
Last Name: Bendinelli 
Unit: 6920th, Misawa AB, Japan 
Country: United States 
Comment: 207X1. 6927th RSM, 6929th RSM, 6927th RSM, 6917th SG, 
Det 1, 6994th, 6910 SG, 6993rd SS, 6994th SS, 6910th SG, 6920 SG, 
USAFSS/ESC PME Center, 3480th TTG. 
--------------------------------------Tear Line--------------------- ----------------- 
E-Mail address: slabovitz@gmail.com 
First Name: Stuart 
Last Name: Labovitz 
Unit: AFTAC Detachment 452 
Country: USA 
--------------------------------------Tear Line--------------------- ----------------- 
Last Name - Knox 
First Name - Brian 
E-Mail - bknox67@gmail.com 
Comments - Looking for any members that might have served with 
CMSGT James J Reynolds, 1992 HoH Inductee. I’m making a shadow 
box for his son and would also like to put him in contact with anyone that 
knew him. 

SIGNING IN 

http://www.ftva.org/
mailto:bathbrooks@gmail.com
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--------------------------------------Tear Line--------------------- ----------------- 
E-Mail address: pyamarik@ptd.net 
First Name: Paul 
Last Name: Yamarik 
Unit: 6970th SG Ft. Meade, MD 
Country: USA 
Comment: 292X2 at: 6950th RGM/SG RAF Chicksands England Jan 60 - 
Dec 62 6986th SG Wakkanai AS Japan Feb 63 - May 64 6947th SS IS 
Naval Station Key West FL June 64 - Aug 65 6970th SG NSA Ft Meade 
MD Sep 65 - Aug 66 
--------------------------------------Tear Line--------------------- ----------------- 
Sender: Lee Anthony 
Sender E-Mail: leeanthony@satx.rr.com 
POC: Lee Anthony / Larry Lane 
POC Phone: 2103150868 
POC E-Mail: leeanthony@satx.rr.com 
Start Date: 2019-10-2 
End Date: 2019-10-7 
Unit: Prop Wash Gang 
Location of Reunion: Holiday Inn Express 1309 E Commerce San 
Antonio, TX 
Comment: Holding our reunion in conjunction with the FTVA Weekend 
URL: http://www.propwashgang.org/ 
--------------------------------------Tear Line--------------------- ----------------- 
E-Mail address: jfrantz703@aol.com 
First Name: Jim 
Last Name: FRANTZ 
Unit: Fort Meade (NSA) 
Country: USA 
Comment: OBK 0831 Goodfellow '64-'65; Karamursel '65-'67, Fort 
Meade (NSA)'68-'70; Ret O-5 in '88 after being "SAC-imcised"! Rtnd to 
NSA & DIA for another twenty years and here we are in Maryland.  
--------------------------------------Tear Line--------------------- ----------------- 
E-Mail address: jfrantz703@aol.com 
First Name: FRANTZ 
Last Name: Jim 
Unit: Karamursel; Fort Meade 
Country: USA 
Comment: OBK 8031 Goodfellow; Kara 65-67/ Flt Comdr, Bravo; Fort 
Meade (NSA) 68-70 
  

http://www.propwashgang.org/
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--------------------------------------Tear Line-------------------------------------- 
E-Mail address: jamesmolitor37@gmail.com 
First Name: James 
Last Name: Molitor 
Unit: AFSSO SAC 
Country: USA 
Comment: Served at 6961st COMRON, AFSSO AWS, AFSSO Eielson, 
6985th, AFSSO AFSC and AFSSO SAC. 
--------------------------------------Tear Line--------------------- ----------------- 
E-Mail address: obeachr@gmail.com 
First Name: Robert 
Last Name: Mulrooney 
Unit: Tuslog Det. 3, Trabzon, Turkey 
--------------------------------------Tear Line--------------------- ----------------- 
Sender: Johnnie Estes 
Sender E-Mail: ftva_1@estesj.com 
POC: Mike McLaughlin 
POC Phone: 830-995-4190 
POC E-Mail: comfort@amtassociation.org 
Start Date: 2019-10-2 
End Date: 2019-10-4 
Unit: Airborne Maintenance Technician Association 
Location of Reunion: Hilton San Antonio Airport, San Antonio 
Comment: Reunion Chairman Mike McLaughlin - 
comfort@amtassociation.org 
Website - http://www.amtassociation.org 
URL: http://www.amtassociation.org 
--------------------------------------Tear Line--------------------- ----------------- 
First Name: Earnest 
Last Name: Beauvais 
Unit: USAFSS 6053rd RFM, 6922nd RSM 
Country: USA 
Comment: PY-Do 1957. Kimpo AFB, Operation Blue Skies 1957/58, 
640 hours over the Yellow Sea. Chiling 20330 
--------------------------------------Tear Line--------------------- ----------------- 
Last Name - Styles 
First Name - Richard 
E-Mail - richard.styles@us.af.mil 
Comments - Good afternoon, I'm hoping to make a donation and was 
wondering how I can go about doing that. Any information you can 
provide will be greatly appreciated. 
--------------------------------------Tear Line-------------------------------------- 

mailto:comfort@amtassociation.org
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Last Name - Harding 
First Name - Ryan 
E-Mail - ryan.j.harding2.mil@mail.mil 
Comments - Would like to make a donation. 
--------------------------------------Tear Line-------------------------------------- 
E-Mail address: gordonmath@comcast.net 
First Name: Gordon 
Last Name: Mathieson 
Unit: 6987th Shu Linkou, Taiwan 
Country: USA 
Comment: I need to find someone who served with me TDY in Danang 
AFB Viet Nam 1964-65 at the 6925th Det. 2 
--------------------------------------Tear Line-------------------------------------- 
E-Mail address: steven.fontaine@skadden.com 
First Name: Steve 
Last Name: Fontaine 
Unit: 6942/6924/6910/6984/6970 
Comment: Radio Maintenance (304x4) at Danang (68-69), Darmstadt 
(69-71), Shemya (71-72) Fort Meade (E Group) 72-75 
--------------------------------------Tear Line-------------------------------------- 
E-Mail address: don.orbin@gmail.com 
First Name: Donald 
Last Name: Orbin 
Unit: 6922nd Security Wing/Group 
Comment: X1 TUSLOG Det 94 66-69, 6922nd 69-70 
--------------------------------------Tear Line-------------------------------------- 
E-Mail address: taylorrlt@aol.com 
First Name: Ronald 
Last Name: Taylor 
Unit: Ft George G. Meade, MD 
Comment: 27 years in Air Force Security Service and follow-on 
organizations. Ditty Bopper by trade. Multiple assignments in Alaska, 
Japan, Turkey, England, and Germany overseas. Stateside: San Antonio, 
Langley AFB, Ft Meade 
--------------------------------------Tear Line-------------------------------------- 
E-Mail address: mikarlwhe@comcast.net 
First Name: Mike 
Last Name: Whelan 
Unit: DET 1 ESCOS, Colorado Springs 
Comment: Assignment included P.I, San Vito (twice), Misawa, Taiwan, 
HQs, Berlin and Colorado Springs. Assignments in Berlin and Colorado 
Springs were in Special Programs. 
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--------------------------------------Tear Line-------------------------------------- 
E-Mail address: welshrfw@msn.com 
First Name: Richard 
Last Name: Welsh 
Unit: Kelly AFB 
--------------------------------------Tear Line-------------------------------------- 
E-Mail address: simanski2@earthlink.net 
First Name: Andrew 
Last Name: Simanski 
Unit: Current IMA to 25 AF CCM 
--------------------------------------Tear Line-------------------------------------- 
E-Mail address: seanb@reagan.com 
First Name: Sean 
Last Name: Brearcliffe 
--------------------------------------Tear Line-------------------------------------- 
Email - sara76899@gmail.com 
First Name - Sara 
Last Name - Gonzalez 
Comments - I am currently an Active Duty member of the 25 AF who is 
looking to get involved as well as Airmen who are interested. 
--------------------------------------Tear Line-------------------------------------- 
E-Mail address: donbeckywade@gmail.co 
First Name: Don 
Last Name: Wade 
Unit: 6994 Nhatrang, Vietnam 
Comment: First Squadron, Tech Sergeant Echols, a great friend and boss. 
--------------------------------------Tear Line-------------------------------------- 

 
Send an E-Mail to MemberSupport@FTVA.org with your current email 
address to get future issues of RIT online. 
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Received word of the following losses from caring relatives, friends or 
obituaries and offer prayers and sympathy to loved ones. 
 
 “It is the soldier above all others who prays for peace, for it is the soldier 
who must suffer and bear the deepest wounds and scars of war.” 
Douglas MacArthur 

Compiled by Joe Figueroa, Associate Editor 
__________________________________________________________ 
Armitage, John R., USAFSS 
Boersma, Dale, A1C, USAFSS 
Bresnok, Michael L., CMSgt (ret), USAFSS 
Brush, Robert S., USAFSS 
Bryant, William R., CMSgt (ret), USAFSS FTVA Lifetime Member ** 
Chicosky, Kent “Chick”, CMSgt (ret), USAFSS 
Duplessis, Paul E., Col (ret), USAFSS FTVA Lifetime Member ** 
Dykstra, John Junior, USAFSS 
Everidge, Eddie F., USAFSS 
Gautreau, Burnell “Frenchie”, USAFSS 
Hamilton, David J., Maj (ret), USAFSS 
Huartson, Raymond Kenneth, USAFSS 
Hughes, Ronald Douglas, USAFSS 
Hux III, James F, USAFSS 
Klase, Larry E., USAFSS 
Pontious, Casey J., MSgt, USAF 
Sele, Ronald Dale, TSgt, USAFSS 
Smith, Walter P., MSgt (ret), USAFSS 
Stapleton George L. MSgt (ret), USAFSS 
Valdez, Pete, Sgt, USAFSS 
Vandever, Stephen H. Capt (ret), USAFSS 
Vogt, Janet L. (Spouse of FTVA Life Member Buck Vogt) 
Wade, Francis Xavier, USAFSS 
Wood, Carl L., CMSgt (ret), USAFSS FTVA Lifetime Member ** 

_________________________________________________________ 

  

FALLEN EAGLES 
Compiled by Joe Figueroa, 

Associate Editor 
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********************************************************** 

ARMITAGE, John Ross, 
88, passed away May 13, 
2019. He enlisted in the 
USAF and served as a radio 
operator interceptor and 
cryptologist. He served in 
USAFSS where he 
monitored and analyzed the 
most sensitive 
communications. He was 
Honorably Discharged as a 

Veteran of the Korean Conflict. He is survived by his wife, Lorraine; 
Children F. Lynette, Keith, and Herbert. //Obit South Bend Tribune// 
 
********************************************************** 

BOERSMA, Dale, A1C, 
79, passed away Feb 19, 
2019. People will remember 
him by his ‘Dale/Dad’ jokes. 
He served in the Naval 
Reserves and then the USAF 
as an Airman First Class. He 
was most proud of his time 
with USAFSS stationed at 
RAF Chicksands in 
Bedfordshire, England 

where he intercepted and decoded radio signals from all over the world. 
He is survived by his wife; Jamie; sons Steven (Donna) and Andrew. 
//Obit Iles Funeral Homes// 
I first met Dale in the early 1960's while serving in England and we 
remained friends since that time. We reunited on several occasions with 
some of our other Air Force buddies. Dale and I would connect by phone 
from time to time and regale our younger days and antics. He was a true 
friend and will be greatly missed. Rest in peace, my brother. I love you. 
//Al Forbes// 
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********************************************************** 
BRESNOK, Michael L., CMSgt (ret), 79, 
passed away May 5, 1996. His assignments 
included WW II 1943-45 Army Air Corps, Radio 
Operator, B17, B29 Tinian, India, 40th Bomb 
Group; 1948-50 Eglin AFB, Testing Enewetok 
Atoll; 1951-53 8th RSM, Darmstadt Germany; 
1954-55 Brooks AFB, TX; 1956-58 Okinawa 
6927th; 1958-61 Keesler AFB Tech School 
instructor; 1961-62 St Lawrence Island, AK; 
1962-65 Kelly AFB, USAFSS HQ; 1965-68 
Darmstadt, Germany 6910th; 1968-70 Shu Lin 
Ko, Taiwan 6987th; Retired 1970. //Fallen Eagle 

Notification// His service included WWII, Korea, and Vietnam. 
//www.findagrave.com// 

My dad was very quiet about his work. If you wanted to find out what he 
did, you could look in the base phone book. I only remember that his job 
at Kelly (HQ Security Service) was Plans and Programs. He was good 
friend with James Pearson all his life. James was one of the best people to 
know in Security Service, since he knew everybody. Dad was a postman 
from 1946 to 1948, but joined the Air Force when it was activated in 1948. 

Date - 15-Apr-19 //Michael Bresnok// 

 

*********************************************************** 
BRUSH, Robert “Bob” Schuyler, 76, passed 
away Feb 5, 2019. Bob served in the USAF from 
1962 to 1966 as a Morse code intercept operator 
in Anchorage, Alaska, where he was a member of 
the 6981st Security Group. He is survived by his 
wife Sharon; and children Jewell and Scott. //Obit 
Preston-Hanley Funeral Home// 
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********************************************************** 

BRYANT, William R., 
CMSgt (ret), 97, passed 
away Aug 30, 2017. He 
enlisted 1 October 1941 in 
the Army Air Corps. After 
basic training, he was 
stationed at Miami Air Field 
where he met his future 
wife, Betsy Lou Ross. In 
1942, Bill was selected for 

gunnery school at Tyndall Field in Florida and subsequently assigned to 
the 106th Reconnaissance Air Squadron and the 42nd Bomb Group of the 
13th Air Force operating out of the South Pacific. He served as a waist 
gunner and radioman on B-25s and completed 74 combat missions prior 
to returning to the U.S. In 1944, Bill served as the radioman on the lead 
plane of a two-plane “low-altitude suicide mission”. Their objective was 
to destroy the Japanese fighter bases in Rabul, New Britain, by 
approaching them at altitudes of less than 50 feet. The mission made 
headlines in the U.S. newspapers and received the Air Medal. Bill was 
recalled to active duty for 21 months during the Korean Conflict and 
subsequently re-enlisted in the USAF in 1953. His assignment included 
Brooks Airfield in San Antonio, TX, in the newly formed Air Force 
Security Service. This was the beginning of his career in the intelligence 
field. His assignment included the 6913th Radio Squadron in 
Bremerhaven, Germany from 1953 to 1957. Then a three-year assignment 
with the 6970th Support Group supporting the National Security Agency 
(NSA) at Fort Meade, MD. In 1960, Bill was assigned to a one-year remote 
tour at St. Lawrence Island, in the Bering Strait. His next assignment was 
a four-year tour with the 6981st Security Group at Elmendorf Air Force 
Base, Alaska. The next step in Bill’s career in the Air Force Security 
Service took him back to the 6970th Support Group at Fort Meade, MD, 
in 1965, for a three-year assignment. Then, on to the 6937th 
Communications Group at Peshawar, Pakistan, in 1968, for a one-year 
assignment to close this facility. This was followed by a one-year 
assignment to the 6933rd Security Group in Karamursel, Turkey, in 1969, 
prior to returning to the 6970th Support Group at Fort Meade, MD, in 
1970. Bill retired from the Air Force, at Fort Meade, MD in July 1973, at 
the age of 53, as a Chief Master Sergeant after more than 30 years of 
service. Bill is survived by his youngest brother, Melvin, and his wife, 
Jewel. Bill is also survived by his son, Bill Bryant Jr., two daughters, 
Cynthia Lou Bryant and Ellen Renee Piazza. //Obit Bill Bryant Jr.// 
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********************************************************** 
CHICOSKY, Kent “Chick”, CMSgt (ret), 81, passed away Dec 22, 
2018. He served in the USAF for 25 years and spent another 14 years at 
the National Security Agency. Among the places he served included 

Alaska, Maryland, Germany, and England. He is 
survived by his wife of 49 years, Jean Chicosky; 
sons Michael and Kent, and daughters Terri, 
Stacey, and Christine. //Obit Hardesty Funeral 
Home// 

Thanks for the notification Jim. So saddened to 
learn of Chick’s passing. He was a CMSgt who 
moved and shook things up. A special one of our 
band of brothers who made a real difference. Sure 
helped our intel training effort over the years. 
RIP. //Dennis Rassmussen// 

We will always have some wonderful memories of a great American 
friend. It was an honour teaching in Harrogate and Bad Aibling with 
unfailing support under the guidance of Chick. Your patience and wicked 
sense of humour always defused any odd hiccup!! You will not be 
forgotten. RIP old friend. //Geoff and Julia Strong// 

DUPLESSIS, Paul E., Col (ret), 85, passed away Feb 18, 2019. He was 
a career Air Force Officer, retiring at the rank of full Colonel in December 

1980. During his Air Force career, he was a 
member of two combat crews in October 1962 that 
flew electronic reconnaissance missions 
completely around Cuba during the Cuban Missile 
Crisis to detect and report on Soviet radars; and 
between June 1965 and March 1966 he flew 100 
combat missions over North Vietnam in support of 
Operation Rolling Thunder as Chief Electronics 
Warfare Officer (EWO) on the EB-66. During the 
remainder of his Air Force career, he worked in 
various DOD intelligence agencies in Germany, 
stateside, and Japan before retiring from the 

Pentagon. He is survived by his children Renee and Anthony. //Obit 
Adams-Green Funeral// 
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*********************************************************** 
DYKSTRA, John Junior, 76, passed away Jan 
29, 2019. He enlisted in the USAF and was 
stationed in Bremerhaven, Germany and Trabzon, 
Turkey before completing his Bachelor's degree at 
the University of Wisconsin, Oshkosh. He then 
worked for nearly thirty years as a linguist, 
cryptologist, and analyst for the National Security 
Agency at Fort Meade, Md., spending seven of 
those years in Garmisch and West Berlin, 
Germany. Survivors include Linda (née LeFever), 
his wife of 48 years; and daughter, Amanda. 
//Obit Sheboygan Press// 

 

********************************************************** 

EVERIDGE, Eddie F., 82, passed away Apr 17, 
2019. He spent 21 years in the USAF, first as an 
airplane mechanic and later as an electronic 
specialist and instructor at Goodfellow AFB. 
During his long career with the USAF he was 
stationed in Texas, Arkansas, Puerto Rico, Ohio, 
Mississippi, Michigan, and Moscow, Russia. 
After retirement from the USAF he went to work 
for the NSA for 13 years. During this time he 
traveled the world and lived in Thailand and later 
the Philippines. After leaving the NSA, he taught 
at the American Commercial College in San 

Angelo, TX. He is survived by his wife, Barbara and daughter, Tanya. 
//Obit Go San Angelo// 

He was stationed at Goodfellow 1977-78 and was a Ground Radio (304) 
instructor. He worked for Dick Emanuel in the maintenance curriculum 
shop. //FTVA Heritage Chapter// 
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********************************************************** 
GAUTREAU, Burnell “Frenchie”, 83, passed 
away Mar 4, 2019. Burnell is survived by his wife 
Maxine Gautreau of 45 years, three daughters: 
Dori, Catherine and Rebecca. //Obit Ardoin’s 
Funeral Home// 

Frenchie enlisted in the U.S. Air Force in 1954 and 
graduated in 1955 from the radio operator course 
at Keesler AFB, Mississippi. He served as a Morse 
Operator on Able Flight with the 6913th RSM at 
Bremerhaven, Germany until 1958. 
//www.6913th.org// 

********************************************************** 
HAMILTON, David J. Maj (ret), 79, passed 
away Mar 15, 2019. He enlisted in the USAF and 
attended Yale University at the Institute of Far 
Eastern Languages and became a Chinese 
Linguist. He studied at the University of Maryland 
in the Philippines, completed his business degree 
at Arizona State University, and was then 
commissioned as an officer. His assignments 
included New Haven, Connecticut; Clark AB, 
Philippines; Hakata, Japan; Kadena AB, 
Okinawa; Tempe, AZ; El Segundo, CA; Offutt 
AFB, Nebraska; and Kelly AFB, San Antonio, 

Texas. He served during the Vietnam War during his last tour of duty 
overseas and was stationed in Bangkok, Thailand. During his 24-year Air 
Force career, David worked primarily in the areas of Signals Intelligence 
and Intelligence Systems. He achieved the rank of Major and earned 
several commendations and awards including the National Defense 
Service Medal, Meritorious Service Medal, and the Bronze Star. He retired 
from the Air Force in 1981. David is survived by Colleen, his wife of 
almost 59 years, daughter Lisa, son David, son Scott, and daughter Lara. 
//Obit Dignity Memorial// 

He was a 203 during his 1959-1963 assignment at Hakata.//Carol Farr// 
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********************************************************** 
HUARTSON, Raymond 
Kenneth, 86, passed away 
Feb 6, 2019. He is survived 
by his loving wife of 58 
years, Virginia; children 
Cynthia, Sandra, and Lori. 
He served in the USAF for 
three years. //Obit 
Alternatives Memorial// 

He served with the 6913th 
RSM at Bremerhaven, 

Germany as a 293 Morse Intercept Operator from 1951-54.// 
//www.6913th.org// 

********************************************************** 
HUGHES, Ronald Douglas, 79, passed away 
Mar 1, 2019. He joined the USAF in 1962 and 
studied Russian Language at Syracuse University 
and at Goodfellow AFB in Texas. He served his 
country during the Vietnam War and was as a 
Russian Linguist based in Japan and was 
honorably discharged in 1965. Ron is survived by 
his son Mark.//Obit Florida Independent News 
Media// 
 
 

********************************************************** 
HUX, III, James F., 78, passed away Mar 24, 
2019. He is survived by his wife, Velvettee 
Bennett; sons: James and Kelvin; daughters: Terri, 
Vanessa, and Kelley. //Obit Journal News// 

Jim was a 292 during his 1962-1963 assignment at 
Hakata. Jim was a member of the 1963 Brady AF 
Base Basketball team. //Carol Farr// 
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********************************************************** 
KLASE, Larry E., 71, passed away Mar 31, 
2019. He served his country in the USAF and was 
a member and served on the board of the 
Dillsburg American Legion, Post #26. Larry is 
survived by his wife, Joanne; and daughter, Sarah. 
//Obit Cocklin Funeral Home// 

Larry was a 202 during his 1967-1969 assignment 
at Hakata. //Carol Farr// 

 

 

********************************************************** 
PONTIOUS, Casey J., MSgt, 40, passed April 
17, 2019. From 2000 to 2019, Casey served in the 
Air Force as a Korean Linguist. He served in the 
Global War on Terror and finished his career as a 
Master Sergeant. His service included two tours 
in Korea and one in Afghanistan. While stateside, 
he spent most of his time stationed at Ft. Meade, 
MD. Casey is survived by his son, Andrew 
Pontious and daughter, Emily Pontious. //Obit 
Howell Funeral  

I met Casey when we were all still kids in the Air 
Force at DLI. He was one of the happiest and friendliest people I have had 
the pleasure of knowing. My condolences and thoughts go to Sherri, the 
children, and the family. //Misha M.// 

Casey is an old friend from early on in the military. We both came into the 
military about the same time, and we went through DLI and Goodfellow 
at about the same time too. He always had a ready smile and an infectious 
laugh, and he was such a positive and supportive friend. //Andrew 
Horne// 
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********************************************************** 
SELE, Ronald Dale, TSgt, 58, passed away Dec 
12, 2017. He is survived by his wife Catherine and 
three daughters: Elizabeth Simpson, Sarah 
Delwiche and Rebekah Minor. //Forest Ridge 
Funeral Home// 

He was a 6912 alumni. //A. J. Harrison// 

I'm another of Ron's USAF colleagues from Berlin 
- I remember him well. Back in those days, we 
worked on different shifts there, but I either turned 
my work over to him, or he turned his over to me. 
It was always a great encounter - his sense of 

humor and his dedication make for great memories of him. Comfort and 
peace to his family. //Jim Turner// 

I worked with Ron on Dawg Flight, 6912th ESG, Berlin Marienfelde. He 
was always a kind and gracious man, easy to talk to, and most particular 
about his coffee as I recall. :) I wish for his family and friends peace and 
comfort. Condolences. //Kathy Finger// 

********************************************************** 
SMITH, Walter P., MSgt (ret), 76, passed away 
Mar 31, 2019. He enlisted in the USAF where he 
eventually was assigned to the 6912th Security 
Squadron as an intelligence specialist. Upon 
retiring after 20 years of service, Walter enrolled 
in Southwest Texas State University, where he 
graduated with a B.A. degree in English. //Obit 
Harr Funeral Home// 

AFSC: 203/208; Assignments: Goodfellow; 
Berlin; Trabzon; Syracuse; Helsinki //FTVA 
Form Processor// 
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********************************************************** 
STAPLETON George L., MSgt (ret), 57, passed 
away Mar 10, 2019. He graduated from the 
Defense Language Institute and served as a 
linguist for over twenty years and then worked for 
the Department of Defense as a civilian until 
retirement. George is survived by his wife Marla 
Stapleton, son Lee Stapleton, daughter Becky 
Stapleton, siblings Norman L. Stapleton, Margaret 
Jenkins, Cindy Smith, Michael E. Stapleton, and 
Norma Duez, and loving grandson Drake. //Obit 
Grimes Funeral Chapels of Bandera// 

********************************************************** 
VALDEZ, Pete, Sgt, 73, passed away Apr 13, 
2019. A Former Gilroy City Councilman, he 
served as a Pilot/Special Intelligences in the 
United States Air Force. Recipient of 
Distinguished Flying Cross and a Vietnam 
Veteran. //Obit Habing Family Funeral Home// 

Listed as 6994th Alumni. //6994th.com// 

 

 

 

********************************************************** 
VANDEVER, Stephen H., Capt (ret), 78, passed 
away Feb 28, 2019. He enlisted in the USAF 
where he served for 21 years and 6 days in 
California, Texas, Turkey, Germany, Colorado, 
Japan, North Dakota and Rome, New York where 
he retired in 1979 as a Captain. Steve served on 
Easy Flight at Bremerhaven, Germany from 1963 
to 1965 as a S/Sgt. He is survived by his wife of 
30 years: Linda; children: Joyce, Stephen, Janet, 
and Karen. //Dignity Memorial// 
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********************************************************** 
VOGT, Janet Louisa (Evans), 81, wife of 
Heritage Chapter and FTVA Life Member Buck 
Vogt, passed away Apr 10, 2019. Janet was born 
January 10, 1938 in Elm Grove, West Virginia. 
She graduated in 1955 from Triadelphia High 
School. She met Buck Vogt at a high school dance 
and they continued to dance for the next 65 years. 
She and Buck were married on July 13, 1958 at St 
Mark's Church in Wheeling WV and immediately 
left for Buck's Air Force assignment in Great Falls, 
Montana. Besides Great Falls they lived in New 
Haven, CT, Key West, FL, Clark Air Base in the 

Philippines, Taipei, Taiwan, and San Angelo, TX. After Buck retired from 
the USAF, she got a Real Estate Broker license and became a Rental 
Property Manager of 55 properties and an apartment complex manager 
until her retirement in 2005. Family consists of husband Buck; two sons 
Mark and Gary Vogt; and 2 grandsons Aaron and Michael Vogt. //Obit 
Harper Funeral Home// 

********************************************************** 
WADE, Francis Xavier, 77, passed away Apr 24, 
2019. He enlisted in the USAF where his top 
secret clearance made him a valued 
communications intercept analyst for the Security 
Service during the Vietnam War. Although he 
flew on many missions to the Far East during his 
time in the service, he was permanently stationed 
in Honolulu, Hawaii. He is survived by his loving 
wife of 53 years, Nancy; his daughter Shannon; 
and son Josh. //Obit Higgins Memorial// 
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********************************************************** 
WOOD, Carl Lee, CMSgt 
(ret), passed away Apr 12. 
2019. He was known as 
Woody to friends and 
colleagues alike. Woody 
began his Air Force career 
as an Indonesian linguist, 
but successfully cross-
trained as an airborne 
Vietnamese linguist in 

1966. During his 30-year career, Woody was assigned to the 6948th 
Security Squadron, Goodfellow AFB; the 6990th Security Squadron, 
Kadena Air Base, Okinawa; the United States Air Force School of Applied 
Cryptologic Science, at GAFB; the 6924th Security Squadron, Ramasan 
Station, Thailand; the 6903rd Electronic Security Squadron, Osan Air 
Base, Korea; and the 3480th Technical Training Group, Goodfellow AFB. 
In 1993, after serving in the Air Force for thirty years, he retired to Bronte, 
Texas where he lived the remainder of his life ranching and hunting. 
Woody’s military decorations include enlisted aircrew wings, the Defense 
Meritorious Service Medal, the Meritorious Service Medal, Air Medal 
with numerous oak clusters, the AF Commendation Medal, National 
Defense Medal, the Vietnam Service Ribbon, the Republic of the 
Philippines Presidential Unit Citation, the Republic of Vietnam Gallantry 
Cross with Palm Device, and the Republic of Vietnam Campaign Medal. 
In 2018, Woody was also the recipient of the one of the Doggers’ coveted 
“Hanoi Hilton” bricks. “Woody” was a Life Member of the Freedom 
Through Vigilance Association and the Heritage Chapter. Carl is survived 
by two children (and spouses): Anita Curington, Paula (Eric) Gregory. A 
large contingent of the Heritage Chapter of FTVA attended CMSgt (Ret) 
Carl "Woody" Wood's memorial service. The whole Bronte neighborhood 
showed up with wonderful comments about their friend, hunter, rancher, 
and fellow rattlesnake catcher. Both a tearful and grand celebration of 
Woody's life. JJ Graham, the Heritage Chapter president, read Lonnie 
Henderson's lovely poem "I Saw An Eagle Fly" and developed a 
significant bit of moisture in both eyes. He then presented Woody's 
daughters with a framed copy of the poem. Larry Miller shared a couple 
of stories dating back to Woody's service at the '90th during the Vietnam 
War in the late 1960s. Woody was cremated and his mortal remains will 
be interred in North Carolina at a later date. Rest in Peace, fellow Dogger. 
//FTVA Heritage Chapter// 
********************************************************** 



Remain In Touch                                                                                        June 2019 

54 

********************************************************** 
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Regular Membership: Former military and civilian personnel of USAFSS, ESC, AFIC, AIA, 
and past or present military and civilian personnel of the AF ISR Agency. 
**Associate Membership applies to the following categories: 
 (1) Surviving spouse of deceased individual who would qualify as a regular member. 
 (2) Vigilant Partner organizations that actively support AF ISR Agency recognition programs. 
 (3) DOD personnel (as individually approved by the Board of Directors) who, because of their 
close association to USAFSS, ESC, AFIC, AIA, or AF ISR Agency, perpetuate the objectives of 
the Association. 
 (4) Air Force personnel, assigned to intelligence organizations which are not assigned or 
attached to the Air Force ISR Agency, who support and perpetuate the objectives of the 
Association. The Board of Directors may designate persons eligible for membership in this 
category as individuals, by Air Force specialty, or may designate organizations whose members 
are eligible as a group. 
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THE FREEDOM THROUGH VIGILANCE 

ASSOCIATION 
 

THE FTVA IS A PRIVATE, NON-PROFIT CORPORATION 
ESTABLISHED IN 1981. WE ARE DEDICATED TO THE 

SUPPORT AND PERPETUATION OF SOCIAL, 
EDUCATIONAL AND HUMANITARIAN SERVICES FOR 

THE USAF AND 25TH AIR FORCE. 
 

ALL FORMER AND CURRENT MILITARY OR CIVILIAN 
MEMBERS OF 25TH AF AND ITS PREDECESSOR 
COMMANDS OR AGENCIES ARE ELIGIBLE FOR 

MEMBERSHIP. SURVIVING SPOUSES OF DECEASED 
PERSONNEL ARE ELIGIBLE FOR ASSOCIATE MEMBER 

STATUS. 
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