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Howdy Y’all! 

Hope your summer has been as great as ours here in San Antonio. It was 
mild until the last few weeks, but once August hit, we have been around 
or above that 100-degree threshold. I don’t know about you, but once the 
temp hits 100 it doesn’t matter how high it gets, because in the words of 
A1C Adrian Cronauer (AFN Disc Jockey in Vietnam), “IT’S 
HOT…DAMN HOT.” 

As we continue to ramp up our activities towards reunion week, 25th Air 
Force project officers are pushing through any challenges they encounter. 
We will have the 5K run and golf tournament on Thursday, 3 October, the 
Induction Ceremony, Remembrance Ceremony and Picnic on Friday, 4 
October, and finally the Annual Membership Meeting and Reunion 
Banquet on Saturday, 5 October. Our guest speaker for this year’s 
festivities is Maj Gen Timothy Haugh, incoming 25 AF Commander. Maj 
Gen Mary O’Brien will be transitioning to Air Staff and Maj Gen Haugh 
will take the reins of the NAF as they continue to move towards integration 
with 24th Air Force. The change of command for 25th Air Force was on 29 
August. 

This year’s Hall of Honor induction ceremony should be an exciting one. 
The announcement came out last month and we will induct the following 
individuals: 

Gregory C. Radabaugh, SES, DAF (Ret) 
Gregory A. Roman, Col, USAF (Ret) 

Dennis L. Rassmussen, CMSgt, USAF (Ret) 
Horace (Joe) F. Bissett, MSgt, USAF (Ret) 

Seeing a couple of these names, I would hazard to say we may have an 
entertaining event. 

I would also like to thank the membership for their support over the last 2 
years. We have gone through a lot of changes with adding on/moving 
events for the reunion, moving the reunion week itself this year, adding on 
a new chapter in Salt Lake City, and discontinuing the hard copy version 

THE PRESIDENT’S 
CORNER 

By Ted Colquhoun 



Remain In Touch                                                                            September 2019 

2 

of the “Remain in Touch” newsletter. I think the last change was the 
hardest of them all, but we thank you for your patience and support. The 
move to the e-edition allows us to present you a more polished and much 
larger newsletter and also allows us to refocus our commitment to 
memorializing the history and legacy of our great organization. 

Finally, this is my last newsletter as President of this great organization. 
Each one of you has been a great supporter of this office, providing words 
of encouragement or a swift kick in the rear end. I am thankful for each 
email, phone call, and suggestion. You make this organization successful. 
Lt Col (Ret) Evan Smith will take the reins as President following the 
Annual reunion and I hope you support him with the same passion, 
especially as we embrace the changes 25th Air Force will be going through 
over the next few years. We encourage you to provide us with suggestions 
and feedback to improve our support for all our members. We are 
constantly looking for ways to support our Airmen/units, expand our 
membership, and maintain our legacy of support to our great Nation. If 
you have any ideas, please contact us through our web site. 

Until next time, always remember to "Remain in Touch". 

Ted Colquhoun 
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YOUR NEWSLETTER STAFF 

Dennis Buxton, Editor 210-627-7586 
newsletter@ftva.org 

Dennis Rasmussen, 
Senior Editorial 

Adviser 
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Joe “Pepito” Figueroa, 
Associate Editor 

210-267-1846 
falleneagles@ftva.org 

Ken Maynard, 
Associate Editor 25 AF News 

Evan Smith, Associate 
Editor Chapter Inputs 

Roy Burnett, 
Circulation Manager e-Issue 

********************************************************** 

Dear Readers: 

E-Copy Only Is Here. Here it is, the 
first e-copy only of your Remain In 
Touch. As you will see below, there 
are no radical changes to format, 
content, or coverage. The only things 
missing are the ever-increasing costs 
and limitations involved by printing 

and mailing. Plus accuracy is improved as we can easily correct any errata 
discovered by our eagle-eyed readers.  The RIT is now technologically 
consistent with the times as well as our future membership. Please enjoy 
the expanded coverage, more pictures, the color.  If you have any 
suggestions on how we can make these e-Issues better in terms of layout, 
content, etc., please feel free to call or email me direct at the information 
below my name. 

SLACK!  And keeping up with technological innovation, we cordially 
invite any and all of you to connect with us on Slack (slack.com). We’ve 
created a workspace for the FTVA organization at large and have all the 
chapter presidents and officers added, but there is unlimited room for you.  
In our SLACK threads we have such areas as Comfy-Lounge, Fallen-
Eagles, Fundraisers-Projects, etc.  It is another great way to keep in touch. 
Please contact Scott Lawson at lawson.scott1@gmail.com or Roy Burnett 
at rebyells@gmail.com for an invite link. 
Dennis Buxton, Newsletter Editor 
Newsletter@ftva.org, 210-627-7586 

mailto:Newsletter@ftva.org
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By 
A.J. Harrison 

Hall of Honor Program Chair 

On behalf of the FTVA Hall of Honor Selection Committee, I am pleased 
to announce the following individuals have been selected for induction 
into the FTVA Hall of Honor for 2019. These outstanding individuals will 
be inducted at a 4 October ceremony as part of the annual reunion. 

Radabaugh, Gregory C., SES, DAF (Ret) 

Roman, Gregory A., Col, USAF (Ret) 

Rassmussen, Dennis L., CMSgt, USAF (Ret) 

Bissett, Horace (Joe) F., MSgt, USAF (Ret) 

Also, I wish to thank this year’s Hall of Honor selection committee 
members for their hard work and dedication in reviewing the numerous 
application packages, for engaging in meaningful dialogue and arriving at 
consensus during the past few months. This was not an easy process as 
there were many, many worthy individuals. This year’s committee 
members were: 

Brig Gen Grover Jackson, USAF (Ret) 
Lt Col Ken Williams, USAF (Ret) 
CMSgt Bob Crabtree, USAF (Ret) 

CMSgt Ed Jolly, USAF (Ret) 
CMSgt Bob Egger, USAF (Ret) 

CMSgt Marco Aldaz, USAF (Ret) 
CMSgt Edward Barnes, USAF (Ret) 
SMSgt Lee Anthony, USAF (Ret) 

********************************************************** 

2019 FTVA HALL OF HONOR 
SELECTIONS 
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Compiled by Ken Maynard 
Associate Editor 

AIRMEN RECOGNIZED 
FOR THWARTING ADVERSARY ATTACK 

Adapted from an article by TSgt Darnell Cannady, 480th ISRW/PA 

Published July 26, 2019 

JOINT BASE LANGLEY-EUSTIS, VA — One of the keys to a 
successful combat operation is combining intelligence reporting with 
mission operations planning and execution. The 497th Intelligence, 
Surveillance and Reconnaissance Group here, recently recognized three 
Airmen with achievement medals for providing timely and critical 
information that effectively saved the lives of 100 personnel. 

Senior Airman Benjamin was conducting intelligence analysis when he 
uncovered a report of a potential attack. He reported this to his shift lead, 
Senior Airman Sean, and then immediately began compiling a report to 
provide leadership with a detailed intelligence assessment. 

This report showed 50 enemy fighters planning an attack on a U.S. Central 
Command Forward Operating Base that housed both U.S. personnel and 
local forces. 

Responding immediately to this threat, Sean tasked his team of analysts to 
conduct further research and provide more detailed intelligence. Senior 
Airman Carlos led this team and satisfied the request, providing adversary 
intentions. 

Sean delivered the report to the Combined Air Operations Center, which 
was not aware of the severity and complexity of the imminent attack. The 
report informed the task force and put them on alert hours before the 
attack. 

The CAOC sent five air assets to intercept the enemy threat, resulting in 
the destruction of one vehicle-borne improvised explosive device, two 
improvised assault vehicles, and 82 enemies killed. The FOB repelled the 
attack and the lives of 100 personnel were saved. 

25TH AIR FORCE NEWS 
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While only three were recognized, multiple team members played a role 
in ensuring critical information landed in the hands of key decision 
makers, fulfilling the group’s motto of ‘Providing the right intel to the right 
person at the right time’. 
“I think this specific scenario was an excellent example of how we really 
should be operating on a day-to-day basis as far as how we integrate 
internally, and how we communicate with mission partners,” said 
Benjamin. 

GOLDFEIN STRESSES PROMISE OF MULTI-DOMAIN 
OPERATIONS, CALLS IT ‘THE SINGLE MOST CRITICAL’ 

TOOL FOR WINNING FUTURE HIGH-END FIGHTS 

Adapted from an article by Charles Pope, Secretary of the Air Force 
Public Affairs / Published July 18, 2019 

London (AFNS)—Air Force Chief of Staff Gen. David L. Goldfein urged 
fellow air chiefs from 39 nations, July 18, to fully embrace, institute and 
refine a warfighting approach that links air, sea, land, space, cyber and 
information assets in a powerful system for identifying threats and 
defeating them. 

The complex effort, known as multi-
domain operations or MDO, “will 
change the character of modern 
warfare” Goldfein said in a closely 
scrutinized keynote address at the Air 
and Space Power Conference 2019. 

“Where we are going is using 
dominance in one domain or many, 
blending a few capabilities or many, 
to produce multiple dilemmas for our 
adversaries in a way that will 
overwhelm them,” Goldfein said. 

While the concept appears 
straightforward, putting it into practice is not. The technical challenges 
require linking systems to collect vast amounts of data from an array of 
sensors from the various domains in a way the information can be 
assessed, understood and transmitted quickly to commanders and 
combatants to produce correct, coordinated, successful actions. 

It requires instilling a new culture that moves thinking away from a single 
“platform” to using a highly connected, agile and resilient system. It 

https://www.af.mil/About-Us/Biographies/Display/Article/108013/general-david-l-goldfein/
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refines the familiar command chain to use more heavily artificial 
intelligence and machine learning that yields better options faster. 

For the most part, Goldfein’s remarks fell on a receptive audience. The 
conference, which is one of the most influential air power gatherings each 
year, attracted more than 40 air chiefs from around the world. Many of 
those nations are moving to install a multi-domain approach, which 
explains why the conference focus was “Multi-Domain Operations for the 
Next Generation Air Force.” 

Underpinning Goldfein’s focus on multi-domain operations is his belief – 
commonly and often expressed for more than a year – that modern warfare 
and tactics are as much about “cognition” as distinct weapon systems. 

“Our nations are investing in a wide array of technologies which will play 
key roles in how we advance our combat capabilities, but modernization 
is not defined solely by hardware; it requires change in the ways we 
organize and employ forces,” he said. 

“Victory in combat will depend less on individual capabilities and more 
on the integrated strengths of a connected network of weapons, sensors 
and analytic tools. This is important because as air component 
commanders of the world, we are uniquely positioned to integrate 
capabilities and we are often the ones who must pull it all together,” he 
said. 

With broad agreement on the importance of MDO, Goldfein used his 
speech to identify specific steps the United States Air Force has taken to 
establish the programs. 

The U.S. Air Force, he said, created a new officer career field “focused on 
multi-domain command and control” and how that connects to operational 
warfare. 

The Air Force has established a “shadow” operations center at Nellis Air 
Force Base, Nevada, that offers the ability to “exercise and experiment” 
with multi-domain warfighting concepts. Those two steps will refine the 
operation, identify important problems and perhaps most importantly, 
provide a clear and tangible signal of the new and necessary culture. 

The Air Force has developed a warfighting integration capability in the 
Pentagon “to help design a future MDO force and make the hard choices 
about future investments.” 

Overarching all of it, Goldfein said, is an understanding that decisions 
ahead must “go beyond trade-offs between platforms, sensors and 

https://www.nellis.af.mil/
https://www.nellis.af.mil/
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weapons … and instead build integrated systems that allow us to close kill 
chains at a speed our adversaries can never counter.” 

319TH AIR BASE WING REDESIGNATES AS 319TH 
RECONNAISSANCE WING 

Adapted from an article by SrA Elijaih Tiggs, 319th RW/PA / Published 
June 28, 2019 

GRAND FORKS AFB, ND — The redesignation of the 319th Air Base 
Wing to the 319th Reconnaissance Wing took place here, June 28. 

The redesignation, initiated by the commander of Air Combat Command, 
Gen. Mike Holmes, aligns Grand Forks AFB’s host wing and the 69th 
Reconnaissance Group. The 69 RG, which flies the high-altitude, remotely 
piloted RQ-4 Global Hawk aircraft, had been aligned under the 9th 
Reconnaissance Wing at Beale Air Force Base, California, since it 
initiated operations as a tenant at Grand Forks AFB in 2011. 

Although there won’t be any changes to aircraft or operations at Beale 
AFB, changes at Grand Forks AFB are expected and underway. Col. 
Cameron Pringle, 319th Reconnaissance Wing commander, assumed 

The 319th Reconnaissance Wing guidon replaces that of the 319th Air Base 
Wing June 28, 2019, on Grand Forks Air Force Base, North Dakota, 
officially marking the base’s main mission as reconnaissance. The 
redesignation provides the Grand Forks military and civilian communities 
with a stronger association with the remotely piloted aircraft mission that 
they have steadfastly supported through daily military operations and 
innovative public-private partnerships. (U.S. Air Force photo by Senior 
Airman Elora J. Martinez, caption by Senior Airman Elijaih Tiggs) 
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command prior to the redesignation ceremony and he presented a charge 
to the 319 RW. 

“As it says on the patch of the 319th, we are the defenders of freedom, like 
those who have come before us, and I look forward to carrying that torch 
with you,” said Pringle. “We will together write the next chapter and the 
history of the 319th, and I am proud to serve with you. So let’s go ahead 
and carry that torch on together.” 

The 69 RG mission and personnel now align under the 319 RW and the 
unit was redesignated as the 319th Operations Group, deactivating the 69th 
RG. The 319 OG will continue to execute the Global Hawk’s intelligence, 
surveillance and reconnaissance mission in support of worldwide, full-
spectrum operations. Maj. Gen. Mary F. O’Brien, 25th Air Force 
commander, officiated the change of command and the redesignation 
ceremony and she spoke of the significance of the redesignation. 

“By aligning the group responsible for the RQ-4 operations under the wing 
responsible for the installation itself, we link the RQ-4 mission with 
support operations and we enhance capabilities, while looking at 
expanding those capabilities for the future,” said O’Brien. “So at the end 
of the day, our Warriors of the North can focus on what they do best, 
innovating, finding synergies, and building the collaborative partnerships 
necessary to make us an agile force, all while they are fighting from the 
forks.” 

AIC GRADUATES ENHANCE SHAW MISSION 

Adapted from an article by A1C Kaitlyn Brewer, 20th FW/PA / 
Published July 31, 2019 

SHAW AIR FORCE BASE, SC — Five enlisted Team Shaw Airmen 
recently returned as weapons school graduates from the U.S. Air Force 
Weapons School at Nellis Air Force Base, Nevada, June 24th. 

Once reserved for only officers, opportunities now exist for enlisted 
Airmen within six career fields to 
compete for these courses, said 
Tech. Sgt. Megan, 25th Operations 
Support Squadron operations flight 
chief and sensor operator instructor. 
The Weapons School, using the 
motto “humble, approachable, 
credible” is designed to create a 
more whole Airman. 
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“The weapons school has been around for 68 years for officers, while most 
of the other courses just stood up in 2019,” said Megan. “This is a huge 
change for the enlisted population and allows us to get the integration, 
training and expertise that were never available to us before. Being able to 
come back and actually apply that in our field, problem solve and teach 
our squadrons, is huge.” 

Weapons school graduates become instructors of instructors as those 
accepted are considered elite in their field, said Megan. Students are 
challenged to improve in all aspects during the six months at this elite 
school, including 23 full-mission profiles and 752 total hours on ranges. 
The school teaches time management and problem-solving skills, as well 
as how to integrate with joint and coalition partners to achieve operational 
goals. 

Staff Sgt. Jonathon, 25th Operations Support Squadron noncommissioned 
officer in charge and intelligence instructor, said every course is very 
distinctive and teaches the instructors personal and career skills needed in 
their field. 

“As the lead intel instructor, I develop and refine our baseline syllabus 
based on my training at the school,” said Jonathon. “I make sure my five 
squadrons are training to correct criteria and are supporting the pilots and 
sensor operators at the high standard our nation deserves.” 

Staff Sgt. Travis Carper, 51st Intelligence Squadron noncommissioned 
weapons officer and recent graduate from the weapons school said the 
school was challenging, but the warfighter skills he learned will allow him 
to make an invaluable contribution to his squadron. 

“School was very demanding and constantly a challenge, “said Carper. 
“My typical day would last, on average, 12-16 hours and sometimes during 
the mission phase it could be up to 20 hours. I hope to guide, and lead, 
Airmen based off my experiences from weapons school and help to 
attempt to solve as many problems as possible while I’m here at Shaw.” 

According to an article in Air Force Times, former Air Force Chief of Staff 
Gen. Mark Welsh called graduates of the program doctorate level 
warfighters; a stance that Col. Travis Norton, 25th Attack Group 
commander agreed with. 

“I have observed our Enlisted Weapons School graduates from multiple 
Air Force Careers in both combat and training environment, and they 
represent the professionalism and expertise all our Airmen should strive 
for,” said Norton. “They are swinging way above their pay level.” 
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Norton added, graduates are humble, impactful game changers. 

While they remain a relatively new force, these Enlisted Graduates of 
Weapons School are highly sought after, said Norton. 

“I have a big issue with our enlisted weapons school program,” said 
Norton. “I don’t have enough of them in the field. Enlisted graduates are 
changing the face of our operational enlisted force.” 

To be considered for acceptance, students must be fully qualified 
instructors and submit a nomination package consisting of an applicant 
data sheet and a one-page nomination letter from the nominee's wing 
commander or equivalent. Students are chosen by a central selection 
board. 

For the most up-to-date information on applying to the school, visit the 
weapons and tactics website at 
https://cs.eis.af.mil/weptac/Wpnschool/default.aspx. 
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Did you know that the chapter section is one of the most widely read 
sections of RIT? EVERYONE is interested in what are chapters are doing 
to enhance and promote the Remain In Touch mission of FTVA. Many 
great inputs are below, and as always, please remember to forward your 
chapter inputs at any time (monthly, weekly or all at once) to Evan Smith, 
FTVA Board Vice President and current Chapter Liaison 
evan.v.smith@gmail.com). 
********************************************************** 

 
Alamo Chapter 
San Antonio, TX 

Barnie Gavin, President 
Ken Maynard Secretary/Treasurer 

 
June Meeting. The San 
Antonio Chapter of the FTVA 
held their monthly meeting at 
the Saltgrass Restaurant on 20 
June 2019. President Barnie 
Gavin called the meeting to 
order at 1805. 
President Gavin invited Bob 
Crabtree to give an update on 
Dennis Rassmussen who 
recently underwent a hip 
replacement procedure. 
Dennis is recovering well and 

is continuing physical therapy. President Gavin and Ken Maynard also 
commented based on more recent conversations with Dennis who hopes 
to be at the July Chapter meeting. 

Ken Maynard also had an update on nominations for Chapter officers for 
the coming year. Interested members should contact Dennis Rassmussen, 
rasstus1@gmail.com. 

FTVA CHAPTER NEWS 

June Assemblage. Alamo Chapter 
members and guests enjoying the 
evening during the 20 June meeting. 

mailto:evan.v.smith@gmail.com
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July Meeting. The 
Alamo Chapter of the 
FTVA held their 
monthly meeting at 
the Saltgrass on 18 
July 2019. Fellowship 
and dinner were 
enjoyed by the 
members and spouses 
present. 

 
Officer Nominations. 
President Barnie 
Gavin called the 

meeting to order at 
1820 with the first 
order of business being 
chapter officers. 
President Gavin asked 
Dennis Rassmussen, 
 Nominations chair, to 
report on his activities. 
Dennis stated that 

Barnie and Ken Maynard had agreed to continue as president and 
secretary/treasurer, respectively. Ken Williams was nominated for vice 
president. All officer nominations were approved by acclamation. 

San Angelo Visitor. President Gavin introduced Ms. Harriet Samad, San 
Angelo’s Heritage Chapter member, who was visiting. 

Venue Ideas. President Gavin asked if there were preferences for the night 
of the week or the location for future meetings. If anyone has suggestions, 
please contact Barnie. 

October Reunion. Ken Williams briefed that this year’s anniversary 
events will be in October vice September. 

He has confirmed arrangements for the banquet which will be at the 
Lackland club on 5 October. 

There being no further business, the meeting was adjourned at 1832. 

Members and guests present included: Barnie Gavin, Ken Maynard +1, 
David Martin, Harriet Samad – Heritage Chapter, Ken Williams +1, Dan 

You'll eat that and like it, mister! Dennis 
"Rass" Rasmussen giving tips on proper 
dining etiquette to members of the FTVA 
Alamo Chapter during May's meeting. 
Depicted (l-r) are Rass, Mrs. Waring, Homer 
Waring, Ken Williams (trying to get the 
attention of the paparazzi) and Sheila 
Williams. 
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Martin, Dan Hagy +1, Dennis Rassmussen, Leroy Rogers +1, and Homer 
Waring + 1. 

August Get Together. The Alamo Chapter of the FTVA held their 
monthly meeting on August 21st at the Saltgrass Steakhouse on IH-10. 
The meeting was called to order by President Barnie Gavin at 6:30 p.m. 
with the following 17 Members and Spouses in attendance. 

Barnie and Judy Gavin and Doris 
Grady and Theresa Robinson 
Bob and Donna Crabtree 
Darby Stacy 
Vince and Else Colaccio 
Ken and Sheila Williams 
Dan and Marles Hagy 
Dennis Rassmussen 
Alan Daugherty 
Dan Martin 

After enjoying a sit-down 
meal, Barnie opened the business portion of the meeting. 

New 543d GP CC. Col Tye Gilbert has assumed the position as new 
commander of the 543rd. He was unable to attend tonight’s meeting but 
hopefully will be able to get together with us in the near future. 

Same Time, Same Station. We changed our meeting time for this month 
to Wednesday because one of our members is busy on the third Thursday 
of the month and requested that we change the meeting time to a different 
day. The discussion brought out objections from the attendees that resulted 
in the decision to keep meeting on the third Thursday of the month that 
had been originally established. 

Annual FTVA Reunion Events October 3-5. These dates are a change 
to the ‘usual’ for this year’s annual FTVA Anniversary Reunion. This 
year’s celebration will be conducted on October 3-5 instead of the last 

That’s My Story and I’m 
Sticking to it! Alamo Chapter 
President Barnie Gavin 
discussing matters of import at 
the May Meeting of the San 
Antonio Chapter. Left to right 
are Marles Hagy, Barnie, Dan 
Martin, and Dan Hagy. 
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weekend in September as has been the custom. Following is a list of the 
events. 

Thursday, October 3rd - Golf Tourney. The Golf Tournament, a scramble, 
will be held at the Golf Club of Texas with a shotgun start at 10 AM. 

On Friday, October 4th in the morning, the FTVA will conduct this year’s 
Hall of Honor Induction. Ken Williams announced the following FTVA 
members will be inducted into the HOH for 2019. 

Mr. Gregory C. Radabaugh, SES, Joint Staff (Ret) 
Col Gregory A. Roman, USAF (Ret) 
CMSgt Dennis L. Rassmussen (Ret) 
MSgt Horace (Joe) F. Bissett (Ret) 

Friday, October 4th Remembrance Ceremony and Picnic. The 
Remembrance Ceremony will immediately follow the Hall of Honor 
Induction and is planned to take place outside at the EC-47 static display. 
Upon conclusion, everyone moves down the road to Stapleton Park for the 
annual picnic. 

Saturday, October 5th - Banquet. The banquet is slated for Saturday 
evening. The cost this year for the Banquet is $30 and members are asked 
to contact Ken Williams for tickets. 

See you in September. The next Alamo Chapter meeting will be 
Thursday, September 19, again at the Saltgrass Steakhouse on IH-10 at 
5:30pm. There being no further business, the meeting was adjourned at 
6:45 PM followed by good fellowship and comradery. 
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********************************************************** 

Aloha Chapter 
Honolulu, HI 

John “Tilly” Toillion, President 

The FTVA’s Aloha Chapter held its 2019 quarterly 
get together on August 8 at Mililani Ruby 
Tuesday’s, our favorite watering hole. 

The main topics of discussion included our usual topics: health updates, 
world news, and of course many war stories. I’m amazed at how many 
people they remember whereas I’m lucky to know 1 or 2. Getting old is 
h…! 

As always, the palm trees are always swaying and the surf’s a pounding 
for anyone headed this way. That be it from the coconut wireless. 

A-looooo-ha!! 

Yo Rockey! Aloha Chapter members (left-to-right) Dickie Hites with 
grandson Phoenix, Dave Jones, John Toillion, Ken Een, and Fred Collins. 
Dickie giving a ‘shout out’ and a long distance greeting to Randy Rockey, 
old friend and co-worker. Together they paved the way in adversary air 
tactics at Skivvy Nine, ‘back in the day.’ 
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********************************************************** 

Heritage Chapter 
San Angelo, TX 

Ronald ‘JJ’ Graham, Chapter President 

By Ed Bendinelli, VP, Heritage Chapter 
Photos by Larry Ross, Secretary/Treasurer 

This past May, CMSgt Tom Echols (Ret), 
along with his friend Maj Rob Riley (Ret), 
visited Goodfellow for the first time in 

decades. Tom served as 
Command Senior Enlisted 
Advisor under General Burns 
back in the late 1970s.  

Tom & I first met in 1966 
while serving as radio 
operators aboard the EC-47 
while assigned to Det 1, 6994th 
Scty Sqdn, Nha Trang AB, 
RVN. Then TSgt Echols and 
SSgt Bendinelli lived in a villa 
on LeLai Street in downtown 
Nha Trang along with 14 other 
6994th NCOs. 

Tom's villa roommate was TSgt 
Ray Leftwich who, along with 6 
other crewmembers, was killed on 
March 9, 1967, when their EC-47, 
Callsign Tide 86, was shot down by enemy anti-aircraft fire. Tom was one 

of the two 6994th members 
selected to go to the crash site and 

A Trio of Extraordinary Gentlemen. 
CMSgt Tom Echols (Ret) on right 
poses with Heritage chapter 
members Ed Bendinelli (left) and 
Larry Ross. 

Dos Amigos. With the EC-47 as a 
backdrop, Tom Echols (left) and 
long-time friend Ed Bendinelli 
take a pause from reminiscing 
about missions past to capture the 
moment. 
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recover the remains. Tom did not talk about that traumatic experience to 
anyone for nearly 50 years. 

Finally, in 2018, with a little push from a number of 94th veterans, Tom 
wrote about that day in the EC-47 History Site newsletter. I had been 
trying to get Tom to visit Goodfellow for years. I wanted him to see our 
beautiful EC-47 static display, the EC-47 History Site museum, Leftwich 
Hall, and the five other buildings bearing the names of EC-47 men killed 
during the 8-year ARDF mission. I've always felt Tom needed to visit 
these memorials and am so grateful that he finally made it. 

During Tom's tour of the base, Master Sergeants Krueger and Aron of the 
316th Training Squadron escorted us into TSgt Fred Sebers Hall (Fred also 
lived in our villa and was killed in a ground attack in September 1967) to 
see the Sebers memorial and talk to training personnel. We were then 
escorted to another building to visit with the current class of Morse code 
students. Now that was a treat!! After nearly 50 years, I could hear it! I 
could read it! My fingers just wouldn't move that fast!! Having my friend 
Tom finally write his long untold story and then make his long-delayed 
pilgrimage to Goodfellow will be long-remembered as two more 
hallmarks of our 53-year friendship. 

 

Formation. Bracketed by escorts MSgt Krueger (far left) and MSgt 
Aron (far right) both of the 316th Training Squadron, Rob Riley, 
Tom Echols, and Ed Bendinelli (l-r) pause for the cameraman 
during the May base tour of Goodbuddy Airplane Patch. 
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At dinner at a local eatery, Tom and Rob, along with my wife Kathie and 
I, were joined by SMSgt (Ret) Larry Ross, Secretary/Treasurer of our 
Heritage Chapter, and his wife Diane and special guests Ray Leftwich, Jr. 
and his wife Kitty. It was the first time Tom and Ray Jr. had met. 

Heritage Chapter Quarterly Social. On 6 June the Heritage Chapter held 
its quarterly social with 32 members and guests attending. Special guests 
were Colonel Ricky Mills, Chief (Ret) Larry and Micky Mills, Ray and 
Kitty Leftwich, and Mary and Steven Goff. Colonel Mills and Steven Goff 
were presented Honorary Membership certificates "in recognition of their 
support of the mission and activities of the Heritage Chapter." Colonel 
Mills took the opportunity to thank us for keeping the flames of our 
heritage/history alive for the airmen at Goodfellow. He expressed 
gratitude for our support while he was commander. He also thanked his 
Mom and Dad for providing a good home and setting great life examples 
for him. In addition, a “going away” banquet was held on 26 June for 
Colonel and Mrs. Mills. In keeping with the banquet theme, the Heritage 
Chapter presented Colonel Mills a polo shirt bearing the Chapter logo. On 
28 June Colonel Mills relinquished command of the 17th Training Wing 
to Colonel Andres Nazario. His next assignment will be as commandant 
of the Squadron Officers School at Maxwell AFB. 

 – Submitted by Larry Ross, FTVA Heritage Chapter Secretary. 

Post Tour Fete. At the conclusion of the visit to Goodfellow’s training 
facilities, chapter members and guests gathered to break bread. Depicted 
left to right (back row first) are Kathie Bendinelli, Diane Ross, Larry Ross, 
Ed Bendinelli, Tom Echols, Ray Leftwich, Rob Riley, and Kitty Leftwich 
(foreground). 
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Family Pride. 17th Training Wing, Goodfellow AFB, TX, 
outgoing Commander Col Ricky Mills, poses with father 
CMSgt Larry Mills, USAF (Ret) and mother, Micky Mills. 
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Thank You Gentlemen for your 
support. Heritage Chapter 
President JJ Graham presents 
Colonel Mills (left) and Steven 
Goff (below) with Honorary 
Member Certificates in 
recognition of their support to 
the Heritage Chapter. 

 

 

  



Remain In Touch                                                                            September 2019 

22 

 
A farewell banquet (above) was held on 26 June for Colonel and Mrs. 
Mills. In keeping with the banquet theme, the Heritage Chapter 
presented Colonel Mills a polo shirt bearing the Chapter logo. Below, (l-
r), JJ Graham, Ed Bendinelli, Col Mills, and Larry Ross. 
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Rocky Mountain Chapter 
Colorado Springs, CO 

George “Ike” Eichelberger 
Chapter President 

The Rocky Mountain Chapter of the FTVA met 
on 14 August and was called to order at 6 PM 
and concluded at 7PM. Members present were 
Ike Eichelberger, Greg Roman, Sharon Frizzell, 

Mike Click, Stan Cook, and Dennis Daniels. The following items were 
discussed. 

Fallen Member. We took the first few minutes to remember our FTVA 
fallen comrade, Jeff Waldeck, who had a long and distinguished career 
mostly flying RC-135s and was involved in many of our most important 
campaigns. He was also a very active FTVA member and was our chapter 
secretary. Those duties are now being taken over by Greg Roman. Jeff's 
family asked that any contributions in his name go towards the FTVA 
Rocky Mountain Chapter. Ike Eichelberger was one of the speakers at his 
memorial service and did a great job in reflecting on his career. 

Veteran’s Rally. The Vietnam Commemoration committee in Wash DC 
contacted the Rocky Mountain Chapter about a Veterans Rally in Cripple 
Creek the second week of August, 2020. Details are still being worked, 
but given the large size of this annual event, they offered to have us join 
them in a booth during the POW/MIA recognition events. This will give 
us an opportunity to meet with and recognize Vietnam Era veterans as well 
as promote the FTVA message. 

Roll Call Support. Greg Roman will be supporting the Roll Call reunion 
the week of 23 Aug 2019 in Arlington, VA, as a guest speaker and will 
present at least 15 members with their Vietnam Commemoration pins, 
including showing the video and talking about the purpose being the 
recognition. Dennis Daniels helped make all the folders that we will 
present to them. 

New Meeting Days. The FTVA Rocky Mountain Chapter will move their 
meetings to the 3rd Wednesday of every month with the next meeting 
scheduled on 18 September 2019. 

Big Bucks. The chapter will receive $500 from the Rhinos Annual Golf 
Tournament. 
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Veterans Benefits. Discussion ensued about accessing a new service 
called Vettix which provides free or discounted tickets for major 
entertainment events. Ike used it recently for a concert in Denver. 

Hall of Honor. Greg Roman has been selected for induction into the 
FTVA Hall of Honor. In a ceremony scheduled for 4 October during this 
year’s annual FTVA/25 AF Annual Reunion Greg, will be inducted along 
with other deserving individuals. In addition, Ike and Greg plan to attend 
the annual FTVA General Membership Board Meeting on 5 October. 

 
FTVA Rocky Mountain chapter officers and members met on 13 August 
2019 to discuss affairs of import. Left to right we have Stan Cook, Dennis 
Daniels, Sharon Frizzel, Ike Eichelberger, Greg Roman, and Mike Click. 
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Wasatch Chapter 
Salt Lake City, UT 

Scott Lawson, President 

The FTVA Wasatch Chapter continued monthly 
meetings at rotating locations in the Salt Lake 
City area. For the last quarter we met at the 
Republican (Irish Pub), the Avenues Proper 
Restaurant and Publick House, and the Hogs 

Wallow Pub for our May, July, and August meetings, respectively. Our 
June meeting was “indef delayed” while many members took time off for 
the summer. 

Branding. During our last meeting, the crew came up with our own 
branding for the local chapter, “Belong. Volunteer. Connect.”—this is 
what our members chose to represent as the FTVA Wasatch Chapter. 

 The Hogs Wallow Pub, 16 August, pictured left to right: Jake Scheid, 
Lindsey and Eric Rasmussen, Katlyn Casagrande, Christian Fritz, Jen 
and Shawn Heckman. Wasatch Chapter members proudly touting their 
new brand of Belonging, Volunteering, and Connecting not only to the 
FTVA but to the local community as well. 
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Spirit of the Chapter. Capt Jake Scheid (far right in picture above) then 
the 169th IS Commander, epitomized our new FTVA Wasatch brand 
“Belong. Volunteer. Connect.” by volunteering to give a speech during a 
National Junior Honor Society Induction Ceremony at Sunset Ridge 
Middle School on May 21. Great community involvement. 

At The  Avenues Proper on July 19. Pictured below left to right: Eric and 
Lindsey Rasmussen, Scott Lawson, Nick and Alecia Batura, Jake Scheid. 

 

May Meeting. During our May get together, we gaggled up at The 
Republican Bar for some camaraderie and good cheer.  Depicted here are 
(l-r) Jen and Shawn Heckman, Scott Lawson, Nick Batura, Eric and 
Lindsey Rasmussen, Pete Buller, and Capt Jake Scheid, then 169 IS 
Commander. 
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Hello San Antonio! During June, Scott 
Lawson, chapter president, and Nick 
Batura we’re able to make a visit to 25th 
AF and had a little extra time to roam 
where they took a photo standing next to 
the SENIOR SCOUT static display 
(next page) and Plaque (right) dedicated 
by the FTVA. It’s a great example to 
show our local chapter how the FTVA 
works hard to preserve our heritage. 
 
 
SENIOR SCOUT. Additionally, our local chapter is working a project 

with the FTVA to ship the last 
remaining SENIOR SCOUT 
shelter (left) from Roland R. 
Wright Air National Guard 
Base, Salt Lake City to the 
National Cryptologic 
Museum in Maryland later 
this year. This is a partial 
shelter that has been cut in 
half and stored on the base 
since the system was 
decommissioned in 2014. The 
National Cryptologic 

Museum has agreed to receive and store the shelter in Maryland until their 
new facility is constructed in the next few years. As part of their new 
facility, they have plans to build a dedicated display with our shelter to 
preserve a piece representing this important ISR platform. We’ll provide 
updates on our progress  and photos when the shelter is finally shipped to 
its new storage facility in Maryland. 

Slackers! Finally, we continue to invite you to connect with us on Slack 
(slack.com). We’ve created a workspace for the FTVA organization at 
large and have all the chapter presidents and officers added, we’re just 
waiting for you to join us. It’s very flexible, easy to use and provides a 
great way to “Remain in Touch” with FTVA members near and far. The 
more members we can get on the platform, the more active and productive 
we can all be in promoting our FTVA. Please contact Scott Lawson at 
lawson.scott1@gmail.com or Roy Burnett at rebyells@gmail.com for an 
invite link. 
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During June, Scott Lawson and Nick Batura we’re able to make a visit 
to 25th AF and had a little extra time to roam where they took this photo 
standing next to the SENIOR SCOUT static display in the 25th AF 
Headquarters courtyard. 
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Mini reunion, San Antonio, June 2019 -- Chris Cook (Kathy), Jon 
Nichols (Wil), Greg Roman (Nancy) at the Hotel Emma in the Pearl (San 
Antonio) on 9 June - for no other reason than to see each other and catch 
up. We served together at the Pentagon, HQ AF/IN staff in the early 
1990’s. We remain in touch and see each about once a year. 

  

REUNION REPORTS 
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********************************************************** 
October 2-4, 2019 

Airborne Maintenance Technician Association 
Location: Hilton San Antonio Airport, San Antonio 

POC: Johnnie Estes, ftva_1@estesj.com 
POC: Mike McLaughlin, Phone: 830-995-4190 

POC E-Mail: comfort@amtassociation.org 
Comment: Reunion Chairman Mike McLaughlin 

comfort@amtassociation.org 
Website - http://www.amtassociation.org  

URL: http://www.amtassociation.org 
 

********************************************************** 
October 2-7, 2019 
Prop Wash Gang 

Location: San Antonio, TX 
(Holiday Inn Express, 1309 E Commerce San Antonio, TX 

POC: Lee Anthony (210-315-0868) )leeanthony@satx.rr.com) 
or Larry Lane 

Holding our reunion in conjunction with the FTVA Weekend. 
Details are on the website 

URL: http://www.propwashgang.org/ 
 

********************************************************** 
October 3-5, 2019 

FTVA-25th Air Force Annual Reunion 
Location: San Antonio, TX 
More Details Forthcoming 

********************************************************** 

REUNION 
ANNOUNCEMENTS 

mailto:ftva_1@estesj.com
mailto:comfort@amtassociation.org
mailto:comfort@amtassociation.org
http://www.amtassociation.org/
http://www.amtassociation.org/
mailto:leeanthony@satx.rr.com
http://www.propwashgang.org/
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November 7-10, 2019 
6918th RSM/Security Squadron 

Brady / Hakata, Japan 
Location: Jacksonville, FL 

(Doubletree Hotel) 
Comments on 6918th Website 

http://6918thhakata.com 
 
********************************************************** 
 

  

http://6918thhakata.com/
mailto:newsletter@ftva.org
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FREEDOM THROUGH VIGILANCE ASSOCIATION 
P.O. BOX 691616 

San Antonio, TX 78269 
 
 

 
PLATINUM PARTNERS 

Mrs. Doyle E. Larson 
(IMO Maj Gen Doyle E. Larson) 

Prop Wash Gang 
(IMO CMSgt Tom Tennant) 

 
 
 

GOLD PARTNERS 
Security Services Federal Credit Union 

Engrave-Tech & Graphics 
Air Force Federal Credit Union 

William F. Sheck 
Anonymous 

(IMO MSgt Robert "Bob" Fenstermacher) 
 
 
 

SILVER PARTNERS 
Anthony F. Jensen 

Grover Jackson 
Regis F.A. Urschler 
Bob & Debbie Cope 

“Picnic Partners” 
Greg Radabaugh 

Grant and June Howells 
& Ken and Hide Lantz 
(IMO Robert Lantz) 

Donald Bundy 
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BRONZE PARTNERS 
Mark and Amy Hess 

Henry Whitney 
William (Bill) F. McCarthy 

Ronald Hentz  
(IHO Col Bob Cope) 

Larry and Alice Boyce  
E.W. Forbess 

Perry Eisenhower 
 
 

PATRON PARTNERS 
James Mayer 

Richard Sacchetti 
Charles Bishop 

 
 

*//Platinum Partner $2,500 +//Gold Partner $ 1,000 - $2,499//// Silver Partner      
$500- $999// Bronze Partner $ 250 - $499// Patron Partner $ 100 - $249 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Thank You, 
Vigilant Partners, 

For Your Caring Support! 
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The following is a selected list of folks taking that extra step to Remain In 
Touch by signing in to the FTVA Website (www.ftva.org) in the past few 
months. 

--------------------------------------Tear Line--------------------- ----------------- 
Email - tyankeex@suddenlink.net 
First Name - Ed 
Last Name - Bendinelli 
Comments - My good friend Duane Larkin (CMSgt, Ret), a long-time 
USAFSS veteran, is suffering from advanced Parkinson’s. I know he 
would enjoy a visit, a card, an e-mail. His address is 10107 Military Drive 
West, Room 146, San Antonio, TX 78254. E-mail is dlarkin@satx.rr.com. 
--------------------------------------Tear Line--------------------- ----------------- 
E-Mail address: wrnodine@gmail.com 
First Name: 
Last Name: 
Unit: USAFSS 6913TH RSM 
Comment: Greatest experience serving the 3 yrs. in Bremerhaven from 
12/59 to 12/62 as a 20250. Took full advantage of GI Bill. Returned to 
Germany in April of 1990 to view the Berlin Wall coming down and 
visited Bremerhaven and re-connected with an old friend after 29 years. 
--------------------------------------Tear Line--------------------- ----------------- 
Email - dmafret@mediacombb.net 
First Name - Dave 
Last Name - Moritz 
Comments -  
--------------------------------------Tear Line--------------------- ----------------- 
E-Mail address: jonmkrosch@gmail.com 
First Name: Jon 
Last Name: Krosch 
Unit: 6924 ESG (92-94) 
Comment: I stumbled upon this website while fooling around on Google, 
and I recognize many names in the Hall of Honor. Brings back memories. 
Regards, Jon Krosch, CMSgt (Ret). 
--------------------------------------Tear Line--------------------- ----------------- 
E-Mail address: mdacjfd@yahoo.com 
First Name: james 
Last Name: duffy 
Unit: IRON HORSE 
  

SIGNING IN 

http://www.ftva.org/
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--------------------------------------Tear Line--------------------- ----------------- 
E-Mail address: mikarlwhe@comcast.net 
First Name: Michael (Mike) 
Last Name: Whelan 
Unit: Colorado Springs (1983 - 1987) 
Comment: Spent my entire career with USAFSS and ESC (1966 -1987). 
As an X2, tours included P.I., San Vito (twice), Misawa, Taiwan, 
Headquarters, Berlin and Colorado. After retiring spent 28 years with 
NSA. 
--------------------------------------Tear Line--------------------- ----------------- 
E-Mail address: lubelaw@cox.net 
First Name: Michael 
Last Name: Anderson 
Unit: ESC 
Comment: Assignments: TUSLOG Det 3 1960-1961;Hqtrs Kelly AFB 
1962; Det 1 Brooks AFB Tx 1963;6910th SW 1964-1967;6927th SG 
1967-1969;6994th SS 1969-1970;6948 SS 1970-1972/6924 SS 1972-
1974/6987 SG 1974-1977/6922d ESC 1977-1980 
--------------------------------------Tear Line--------------------- ----------------- 
E-Mail address: combatnole@yahoo.com 
First Name: Charles 
Last Name: Bennett 
Unit: 6920th ESG, Misawa AB, Japan 
Comment: Looking for Christopher White. 
--------------------------------------Tear Line--------------------- ----------------- 
E-Mail address: llamas54011@gmail.com 
First Name: Norris 
Last Name: Berg 
Unit: 
Comment: Peshawar Darmstadt Okinawa 
--------------------------------------Tear Line--------------------- ----------------- 
Last Name - duvall 
First Name - william (Bill) 
Email - billdski@hotmail.com 
Comments - Thanks for the great organization. 
Bill Duvall  
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--------------------------------------Tear Line--------------------- ----------------- 
E-Mail address: w.h.mccormick6969@gmail.com 
First Name: william 
Last Name: mccormick 
Unit: 
Comment: looking thru the fallen eagles list. guess I am one of the last 
still flying from Rhine-Main originals so long ago. Be 88 next month and 
always figured I would live forever but now not so sure. The last orbit of 
the last mission running low on fuel. 
--------------------------------------Tear Line--------------------- ----------------- 
E-Mail address: Beachbumstwo@verizon.net 
First Name: Thomas 
Last Name: Griffith 
Unit: San Antonio, Texas 
--------------------------------------Tear Line--------------------- ----------------- 
E-Mail address: jsh001@earthlink.net 
First Name: James 
Last Name: Horton 
Unit: Det 2, 6925SG/SW 
Comment: USAFSS ASSIGNMENTS: 6927 RSM; 6986 RSM/SS; 
6989SS; 6988SS; Det 2, 6925SG/SW 
--------------------------------------Tear Line--------------------- ----------------- 
E-Mail address: pentonusaf@gmail.com 
First Name: Leonard 
Last Name: Penton 
Unit: 6916 RSM 
--------------------------------------Tear Line--------------------- ----------------- 
E-Mail address: ewforbess@sbcglobal.net 
First Name: E W 
Last Name: FORBESS 
Unit: HQ AIA 
--------------------------------------Tear Line--------------------- ----------------- 
Last Name - Carlson 
First Name - E John 
Email - bearcat111@gmail.com 
Comments -  
--------------------------------------Tear Line--------------------- ----------------- 
E-Mail address: johnkuttner@att.net 
First Name: John 
Last Name: Kuttner 
Unit: 1975 
--------------------------------------Tear Line--------------------- ----------------- 
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Last Name - Brearcliffe 
First Name - Sean 
Email - seanb@reagan.com 
Comments -  
--------------------------------------Tear Line--------------------- ----------------- 
E-Mail address: songbird@gmx.us 
First Name: anonymous 
Last Name: 
Unit: 
Comment: ODE TO THE CODE BREAKER Is there nothing beneath 
the skies That can be concealed from your eyes? Cryptographer, this you 
can achieve: Codes and ciphers, you assiduously unweave, Your magic is 
wrought with luck and insight, Central to a safe country's might! With 
you great victories are gained, Breaking secrets, freedom sustained! And 
by your skills of strained recall, Nations and enemies and cannoneer fall; 
The traffic analysis is, also, your ken, Of who, where, what, how, and 
when, And to others who have no need to know, Silence to protect leaks 
to a potential foe; On a covert few, time and fate will smile, But glory 
lasts only for a short while, Until a different challenge shall yield To 
your mastery, clandestine, concealed. -e. rowan s. trimble 
--------------------------------------Tear Line--------------------- ----------------- 
Last Name - Cotti 
First Name - Robert 
Email - rfc2k@sbcglobal.net 
Comments -  
--------------------------------------Tear Line--------------------- ----------------- 
Last Name - tart 
First Name - Larry 
Email - larrytart80@icloud.com 
Comments - email address please. 
--------------------------------------Tear Line--------------------- ----------------- 
E-Mail address: lubelaw@cox.net 
First Name: Michael 
Last Name: Anderson 
Unit: ESC 
--------------------------------------Tear Line--------------------- ----------------- 
E-Mail address: rm.jacobs@verizon.net 
First Name: Ronald 
Last Name: Jacobs 
Unit: 6970th, Ft Meade 
Comment: AFSSO 31stAd (Mar55-une 56), AFSSO Eielson Mar 57-
Sep59, 6970 SG, Ft Meade Sep 59-Oct63, 6937CG, Peshawar Oct 63-
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Aug66, 6970 SW, Aug66-Jul68, Armed Forces Staff Col Aug 68-Jan 69, 
6924 SS, Danang, Feb 69-Feb 70, ESR Frankfurt, Germany Feb 70-Jul 
73, 6970 Jul 73-Jul 75, CGG, Munich Jul 75-Jul 78, 6970 Jul 79-Sep 79 
--------------------------------------Tear Line--------------------- ----------------- 
Last Name - Steed 
First Name - Stephen 
Email - airfrc1949@aol.com 
Comments -USAFSS/ESC: 1971-1977, 1981-1991 
--------------------------------------Tear Line--------------------- ----------------- 
E-Mail address: steve.fcl8@gmail.com 
First Name: steve 
Last Name: black 
Unit: Misawa Japan USAFSS 
Comment: Turkey 1968 and 1969. Japan 1969 1970. Worked X1 & X2 
& OSI C/D. Ski Patrol EU 1969 4.5 months. Special Projects 1970. Great 
to hear from anyone from the past. TY in advance. 
--------------------------------------Tear Line--------------------- ----------------- 
E-Mail address: URC119@AOL.COM 
First Name: Fred 
Last Name: Abel 
Unit: 6940 SS Goodfellow AFB, TX 
Comment: TUSLOG Det 94, 6940th, Goodfellow AFB, TX 
--------------------------------------Tear Line--------------------- ----------------- 
Last Name - Aanonson 
First Name - David 
Email - daanonson@mchsi.com 
Comments -  
--------------------------------------Tear Line--------------------- ----------------- 
E-Mail address: p.a.mcgregor@sbcglobal.net 
First Name: Paul 
Last Name: McGregor 
Unit: 6981 RGM 
Comment: Looking to find fate of Roy Lee Lindsey 
--------------------------------------Tear Line--------------------- ----------------- 
Last Name - Logan 
First Name - George 
Email - gflsat312@mail.com 
Comments -  
--------------------------------------Tear Line--------------------- ----------------- 
E-Mail address: nl7c@yahoo.com 
First Name: james 
Last Name: Moody, Jr. 
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Unit: 6981 ESS 
Comment: Assignments: KAS, 6993rd SS, 6921st SS, 6981st ESS, HQ 
ESC/DOSAE/DOXE, 6981st. 292X1//207X1 
--------------------------------------Tear Line--------------------- ----------------- 
Last Name - Richard 
First Name - Peter 
Email - gigisboy52@gmail.com 
Comments -  
--------------------------------------Tear Line--------------------- ----------------- 
Last Name - Dolan 
First Name - Kenneth T. 
Email - gup91@hotmail.com 
Comments - Have moved into retirement facility. 
--------------------------------------Tear Line--------------------- ----------------- 
E-Mail address: randya1948@yahoo.com 
First Name: RANDY 
Last Name: ASTERMAN 
Unit: ESC/SCOA  
Comment: I was member of special team getting desktop computers and 
automating all units in the ESC Command worldwide. 
--------------------------------------Tear Line--------------------- ----------------- 
First Name – Charles 
Last Name - Simpson 
Email - casautex@swbell.net 
Comments – 
--------------------------------- Tear Line ------------------------------------------ 
First Name: William (Bill) 
Last Name: Hill 
E-Mail address: billhill@pacifier.com. 
Unit: 6924 security squadron 
Comment: Active duty USAF 01/31/1964 through 07/13/1967. Assigned 
school squadron at Goodfellow AFB completing 202 Radio Intercept 
Analysis course. Served at 6925th RSM, 6922nd SEC Wing, (Charlie 
Flight), and 6924th Sec Sqd (Dog Flight) 
--------------------------------- Tear Line ------------------------------------------ 
First Name: William 
Last Name: Shepard 
E-Mail address: william.g.shepard@cox.net 
Unit: USAFSS/Medina Annex 
Comment: Other assignments include: Goodfellow AFB and San Vito 
Air Station 
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--------------------------------- Tear Line ------------------------------------------ 
First Name: Timothy 
Last Name: Gilmore 
E-Mail address: tmgilmore1950@hotmail.com 
Unit: 6903 SS, Osan AB, ROK 
Comment: USAFSS 1969-1973. 203 Chiling. Units: 6988th SS Yokota, 
6903rd SS, Osan. 
--------------------------------------Tear Line--------------------- ----------------- 
E-Mail address: insptom01@gmail.com 
First Name: Thomas 
Last Name: Cooney Jr 
Unit: Tuslog 3-2, Samsun, Turkey '59-'60 
Comment: Training: Lackland Jan '57, Keesler AFB '57, March AFB '57-
'58, then to the field at Zweibrucken '58-'59, then Samsun '59-'60. 
Reserves to '63 and honorable discharge 
.  
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Received word of the following losses from caring relatives, friends or 
obituaries and offer prayers and sympathy to loved ones. 

 “It is the soldier above all others who prays for peace, for it is the soldier 
who must suffer and bear the deepest wounds and scars of war.” 
Douglas MacArthur 

Compiled by Joe Figueroa, Associate Editor 
__________________________________________________________ 
Allen, Joseph F., TSgt (ret), USAFSS FTVA Member** 
Amburn, Charles L. “Bud”, MSgt (ret), USAFSS 
Auchterlonie, Alexander, CMSgt (ret), Electronic Security Command 
Becknell, Robert Lee, USAFSS 
Bellish, Anthony P., MSgt (ret), USAFSS 
Bernier, Paul A. MSgt (ret), USAFSS 
Butts, Joseph L., SMSgt (ret), USAFSS 
Casciano, John P., Maj Gen (ret), AIA 
Cheek Jr., John W., Rev. Dr. USAFSS 
Cook, Richard R., A1C, USAFSS 
Drury, Del Gregory, SSgt, USAFSS 
Ferrill, Howard M., Maj (ret), FTVA Lifetime Member ** 
Hansen, Louis L., USAFSS 
Hoffman, David C. Sgt, USAFSS 
Kahlow, Theodore, A1C, USAFSS 
Lane, Albert Carl, SMSgt (ret), USAFSS 
Leonard, Arthur, B. USAFSS 
Mangum, David A., CMSgt (ret), USAFSS FTVA Member** 
McVey, Karin Kreiss (Spouse of Stanley McVey USAFSS) 
Pate, Michael, MSgt (ret), USAFSS 
Pedersen, Tommy D., Sgt, USAFSS 
Pittenger, Ralph Lee, SMSgt (ret), USAFSS FTVA Lifetime Member ** 
Pollock, Roger L., Capt (ret), USAFSS FTVA Lifetime Member ** 
Poirier, Norman L., MSgt (ret), USAFSS 
Reusch, James Andrew, USAFSS 
Rogers, John S. III, MSgt (ret), USAFSS FTVA Lifetime Member ** 
Saunders, Preston, USAFSS 

FALLEN EAGLES 
Compiled by Joe Figueroa, 

Associate Editor 
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Waldeck, Jeffrey A., TSgt (ret), FTVA Lifetime Member ** 
Ward, Leslie W., TSgt (ret), USAFSS 
 
********************************************************** 

Allen, Joseph F., TSgt (ret), 90, passed away 
July 4, 2019. Joe is survived by his loving wife 
of 60 years, Rose Marie (Credit), and their three 
children: Peter and Ellen (Hollis, NH), David 
(Severn, MD), and Diane and Randy Aragon 
(Severn, MD), He also leaves behind 5 
grandchildren: Amanda Aragon, Alaina 
(Aragon), and Brett Carlson, Ariana Aragon, 
Emily Allen , and Julia Allen. At the age of 17, 
Joe enlisted to serve his country and is a 
decorated veteran with over 22 years of active 
duty service. From the end of WWII, he served 

across the globe including deployments during the Korean War and 
Vietnam. In 1958, Joe met and married Rose, in Haverhill MA. After 
retirement from the USAF in 1968, they settled in Severn. Joe then worked 
at Mercantile Bank & Trust Company in Baltimore for over 20 years. For 
over 20 years he supported the Air Force Sergeant’s Association through 
his participation in many leadership roles. //Obit Donaldson Funeral 
Home//. 

Joseph is a Korea and Vietnam conflict veteran and is interred at the 
Crownsville Veterans Cemetery //VA National Cemetery 
Administration//. 

********************************************************** 

Amburn, Charles L. “Bud”, MSgt (ret), 75, 
passed away July 14, 2019. 

Bud served in the USAF from 1961 to 1981 
living in Germany, Japan and stateside, 
retiring as a MSgt in San Angelo at 
Goodfellow AFB. He spent several years after 
retirement running a remodeling company, but 
the call of military service once again brought 
him back to Goodfellow AFB as a Civilian 
Instructor. He taught for additional 20 years 
retiring as a GS-12. He was a veteran of the 
Vietnam War. After the death of his first wife 

Bonnie, he married Chakyong (Song) Amburn on March 3, 1998, in San 
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Angelo. Charles Amburn is survived by Chakyong Amburn (Spouse), 
Robert Amburn (Son), Deanna Darter (Daughter), and Michael Cluverius 
(Son). //Obit Robert Massie Funeral Home// 

Bud was a former 205 who was at the 6990th in late 70s and early 80s. He 
enjoyed flying the Dogger missions. Also learned that Bud was stationed 
at Hof in Germany. //FTVA Heritage Chapter Secretary// 

********************************************************** 

Auchterlonie, Alexander, CMSgt (ret), 80, 
passed away July 16, 2019. At age 17 he 
joined the USAF and spent the next 30 years 
pursuing the career he loved. His assignments 
included Shaw AFB, S.C., RAF Chicksands, 
England, Westover AFB, Mass., Langley 
AFB, Va., Bolling AFB, D.C., RAF Upper 
Heyford, England, Electronic Security 
Command, San Antonio, Texas and Dover 
AFB, Del. He also served two tours in 
Vietnam and was awarded 2 Bronze Stars and 
a Meritorious Service Medal. He is survived 

by his wife of 43 years, Sam (Stella), his daughter, Zandy, and son, Bill. 
//Obit Tobert Funeral// 

********************************************************* 

Becknell, Robert “Bob” Lee, 86, passed away 
June 9, 2019. Bob served in the USAF for over 23 
years. He served in Europe, the Middle East and 
various locations in the United States. After 
retiring from Goodfellow Air Force Base in 1972, 
he settled in San Angelo with his family. Shortly 
after, he began working for the San Angelo 
Standard Times editorial staff. Bob served as the 
police reporter for the newspaper for more than 25 
years. He is survived by his three children, 
Darlene, Alan, and Sharon. Bob was preceded in 
death by his wife of 38 years Barbara Becknell. 

//Obit Harper Funeral Home// 

He was at the 6917th (San Vito) in 1962 as a 292X2. //FTVA Heritage 
Chapter Secretary// 

********************************************************** 
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Bellish, Anthony P. “Buster”, MSgt (ret), 75, 
passed away June 10, 2019. Anthony served for 
over 20 years in the USAF. Upon retirement, he 
worked at CKE before starting his own 
business, MovIstar, where he manufactured and 
sold computer components. Buster was a 
member of the VFW Post 1989. He is survived 
by his children: Sandra, Mary, and John. //Obit 

Indiana Gazette// 

Listed in “Our Losses” at 6994th.com //6994th.com// 

********************************************************** 

Bernier, Paul A., MSgt (ret), 81, passed away 
May 19, 2019. Paul will be laid to rest with his 
beloved wife, Sharon Marie Bernier who passed 
on Mar 24, 2016. Both Paul and Sharon will be 
interred together at Omaha National Cemetery. 
//Obit Good Shepherd Funeral Home// 

Listed in “Our Losses” at 6994th.com 
//6994th.com// 

********************************************************** 

Butts, Joseph L., SMSgt (ret), 75, passed 
away January 16, 2019. Joseph retired from the 
U.S. Air Force as an SMSGT after more than 20 
years. He was a professional research signals 
analyst for the U.S. Government. He is survived 
by his wife of 52 years, Patrecia and son, 
Wesley. //Ashby Funeral Home// 

Assignments - Hof Germany, Berlin Germany, 
NSA. Maybe Wakkanai, Japan. He was a 
civilian at NSA after he retired. He passed in 
Arkansas. Wife name is Pat //Jim McDaniel// 
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Casciano, John P., Maj Gen (ret), 76, 
passed away August 15, 2019. From 
October 1994 - January 1996, served as 
commander, Air Intelligence Agency, and 
director, Joint Command and Control 
Warfare Center, Kelly Air Force Base, 
Texas. The son of Italian immigrants, John 
grew up in Philadelphia and South Jersey, 
with his parents, sister and extended 
family. The first in his family to graduate 
from college (Georgetown University, BA, 
MA), John went on to have a 33-year 
distinguished Air Force career. After 

serving in Thailand during the Vietnam War, John married his sweetheart, 
Patricia, during a blizzard in Syracuse, NY. While rising through the ranks 
as a career Air Force Intelligence officer, John, along with Pat and their 
son John, was stationed in such exotic (and not so exotic) places as Omaha, 
NE, Montgomery, AL, Rome, Italy, Stuttgart, Germany, and The 
Pentagon. He also spent 4 years teaching future leaders of the Air Force at 
the Academy in Colorado Springs and served as Commander of the Air 
Intelligence Agency in San Antonio. He retired as a Major General 
following his last assignment as the Air Staff Deputy Chief of Staff for 
Intelligence, Reconnaissance and Surveillance at the Pentagon. After 
retiring from the Air Force, John continued to serve his country by 
mentoring young service members and defense industry professionals, 
while working as an executive in the defense industry and teaching at St. 
Mary’s College. His post-Air Force years also were spent spoiling his four 
grandsons, cheering for his beloved Hoya basketball team and enjoying 
retirement with Pat at their house on the water in Maryland. 

John is survived by the love of his life and wife of 48 years, Patricia, his 
son John (Tracey), his grandsons, Bennett, Charlie, Will and Jack, his 
sister Donna (Scott), his sister-in-law Regina (Joseph) and his loyal 
poodles, Lily and Riley. 

https://www.fairfaxmemorialfuneralhome.com/obituaries/Maj-Gen-John-
-Paschal-Casciano?obId=6418583#/obituaryInfo 

Following is Air Force BIO https://www.af.mil/About-
Us/Biographies/Display/Article/107441/major-general-john-p-casciano/ 

 

 

https://www.fairfaxmemorialfuneralhome.com/obituaries/Maj-Gen-John--Paschal-Casciano?obId=6418583#/obituaryInfo
https://www.fairfaxmemorialfuneralhome.com/obituaries/Maj-Gen-John--Paschal-Casciano?obId=6418583#/obituaryInfo
https://www.af.mil/About-Us/Biographies/Display/Article/107441/major-general-john-p-casciano/
https://www.af.mil/About-Us/Biographies/Display/Article/107441/major-general-john-p-casciano/
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Cheek Jr., John W., Rev. 
Dr., MSgt (ret), passed away 
May 24, 2019. He served in 
the USAF and as a 
schoolteacher in San Angelo, 
Texas and Howard County, 
Maryland – retiring as an 
Assistant Principal and was 
currently serving as Senior 
Pastor of Luther Rice 

Memorial Baptist. John is survived by his wife, Kathleen; children Dorian, 
Bernadette, Audrey, Jennifer and Michael Ward. //Obit Francis J. Collins 
Funeral Home// 

John was a Vietnamese 203/202. His assignments included 6922 Scty Sq, 
P.I. from 78-81, 6950 ESG 81-84 (I believe), also was stationed in Hawaii, 
was a 202 instructor at Goodfellow. While in Hawaii was selected to assist 
in the search for MIA in northern Vietnam at suspected USAF crash sites. 
//David Peter// 

John enlisted in the Air Force in 1977 and served for 22 years. //Luther 
Rice Memorial Baptist Church// 

John was one of my first supervisors at the Double Deuce at Clark AB ... 
what always struck me about him was his laugh ... he had a great laugh. 
We went our separate ways after he left Clark and kept track of his 
whereabouts and met up again at JTF-FA in Hawaii ... still had the greatest 
laugh. He later became a minister as well ... just made me think how many 
lives this man positively affected ... to say I admired what he did is an 
understatement. //Tom Davis// 

John and I were at Monterey together. Since I was on casual status for an 
extended period, spent a lot of time in the day room. At that time, John 
was the best pool player on post, and he took on all wannabes from all 
services. We lost touch after departing CA, but he was a great guy whose 
loss will be felt. //Lee Anthony// 

Veteran. Teacher. Man of God. Mason. Shriner. That describes a life in 
service to others. Rest in Peace my brother. //Ken Cook// 

********************************************************** 
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Cook, Richard R., A1C, 76, passed away June 7, 
2019. Dick proudly served with the Air Force 
Security Service from 1961-1965 and was 
stationed in Germany. Dick is survived by his 
loving wife of 52 years, Karen; son, Randal; and 
daughter, Kristen. //Obit Bevis Funeral Home// 

 

 

 

********************************************************** 

Drury, Del Gregory, SSgt, 76, passed away 
June 3, 2019. He in the Air Force Security 
Service as a Russian linguist prior to returning to 
civilian life as an artist and owner of a sign 
painting business. He is survived by his children 
Debbie, Greg, David. Tiffany. //Obit Ritchie & 
Peach Funeral Home// 

********************************************************** 

Ferrill, Howard Millard, Maj (ret), 85, passed 
away February 13, 2019. He entered the Army as 
a 17-year-old Corporal, Demolition Expert with 
the 44th Infantry Division, Illinois National 
Guard during the Korean War. He then joined the 
USAF in 1954, and was subsequently assigned to 
Andrews AFB, MD where he served as the Base 
CE Programmer, planning communications-
electronics and navigational aids and their 
supporting facilities for the base. He entered 
Office Candidate School (OCS) in 1958 and was 
commissioned in June 1959. He served in the 

Caribbean (Operation Power Pack), Europe (twice – Ramstein AFB and 
Frankfurt Germany), Japan and various stateside locations including 
Lackland AFB, TX; Scott AFB, IL; Andrews AFB, MD; Keesler AFB, 
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MS (three times); and 12th Air Force in Waco, TX. He retired as a Major 
from the United States Air Force Security Service (Air Force Intelligence, 
Surveillance and Reconnaissance Agency), now 25th Air Force, where he 
served with European Security Region (ESR/USAFSS), in Frankfurt, 
Germany, and the 6906th Security Squadron at Brooks Air Force Base in 
San Antonio, Texas, after 22 total years of military service. He retired in 
1973. He then spent 19 years with McDonnell Douglas in Houston, TX, 
where he served as the Communications Security (COMSEC) and 
Operations Security (OPSEC) consultant to NASA’s Space Shuttle 
Program Office in Houston, TX. He played a key role in the design, 
acquisition, and implementation of the COMSEC equipment for the Space 
Shuttle Orbiter fleet and the supporting Space Transportation System 
secure ground network. He received numerous awards and 
commendations from the Army, USAF, the Naval Security Group, 
National Security Agency (NSA), NASA, and McDonnell Douglas. 

He and his wife Martha moved to Pecan Plantation, Granbury, in 1995. He 
was a lifetime member of the Freedom Through Vigilance Association 
(USAFSS); the Disabled American Veterans (DAV); Military Officers 
Association of America (MOAA), and the Veterans of Foreign Wars 
(VFW). He also served as the President of the 44th Infantry Division 
Veteran’s Association for 8 years. He is survived by his wife of 28 years, 
Martha; daughters Donna, Edie, and Veneise; son Howard; and step- 
daughter Kathryn. //Obit Wiley Funeral Home// 

********************************************************** 

Hansen, Louis L., 77, passed away July 8, 2019. 
Louis was a resident of Bloomington, Illinois at 
the time of passing. Louis was a United States Air 
Force Veteran, serving three years as a crypto 
analyst and Arabic Linguist in the 6931st Security 
Group, Iraklion AB, Crete. Surviving are his wife, 
Ruth; and children Niels, Alexander, and Robert. 
//Obit Tributes.com// 

********************************************************** 
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Hoffman, David C., Sgt, 68, passed away May 24, 
2019. He enlisted in the USAF in 1970 and was 
stationed at Lackland AFB in Texas, Keesler AFB 
in Mississippi, and Goodfellow AFB in Texas. In 
1971, he was stationed at Karamürsel, Turkey 
where he was in the common defense installation 
with Tuslog Detachment 94. He served as a Morse 
Intercept Operator, Non-Morse Wide Band 
Intercept Operator, and worked with the National 
Security Agency. He held the rank of Sergeant 
upon his Honorable Discharge in 1973.//Obit 
Snyder Funeral Home// 

********************************************************** 

Kahlow, Theodore, A1C, 86, passed away June 
27, 2019. He enlisted in the USAF in 1951 and 
served 4 years, earning the rank of Airman First 
Class. He was a communications radio operator 
during the Korean War intercepting Russian and 
Chinese Morse code. He married Patricia "Pat" 
Goetsch on January 31, 1959 and together they 
raised 6 wonderful children and 14 
grandchildren. Michael, Christine, Tom, Joseph, 
John, and Daniel. //Obit Koepsell-Murray 
Funeral Home// 

********************************************************** 

Lane, Albert Carl, SMSgt (ret), 72, passed 
away May 27, 2019. Al was a 292 during his 
1966 to 1968 assignment at Hakata. //Carol 
Farr// 

Albert Lane is a Vietnam Veteran interred at 
Fort Sam Houston National Cemetery. //VA 
National Cemetery Administration// 

********************************************************** 
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Leonard, Arthur B., 77, passed away July 4, 
2019. Art enlisted in the USAF working in the 
Security Service division from 1963 to 1968 
with tours in Okinawa, South Vietnam, and 
England. While he was stationed in England 
he met and married his wife Christine and later 
relocated to Delray Beach, FL. He is survived 
by his wife Christine of 51 years; daughters 
Lisa, Emma; and son Bill. //Burlington Free 
Press// 

********************************************************** 

Mangum, David Alexander, CMSgt (ret), 83, 
passed away July 10, 2019. He was a 
Communication Officer in the USAF, 
achieving the rank of Chief Master Sergeant, 
and retired after over 20 years of dedicated 
service. He then served as a Communication 
Officer for the U.S. State Department. Both of 
his careers allowed him to visit many different 
countries, including Africa - a place he 
developed a fascination for as a young boy. He 
is survived by his wife Gloria and children 
David, An, Brenda, Rosemary, Robin and 

Verna. //Obit Sunset Northwest Funeral Home// 

Listed in “Our Losses” at 6994th.com //6994th.com// 

********************************************************** 

McVey, Karin Kreiss, 81, passed away June 
29, 2019. Although Karin was born and raised 
in Bremerhaven, Germany, she was incredibly 
proud of her American citizenship. If one were 
to ask her where her accent was from, she 
would proudly say, “Michigan!” She will be 
greatly missed by her loving and steadfast 
husband of 60 years, Stanley; son Stanley; and 
daughter Michele. 

Stanley McVey was stationed with the 6913th 
RSM at Bremerhaven, Germany, on "C" Flight 
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from 1956-59. //Obit Buresh Funeral Homes and 6913th.org // 

********************************************************** 

Pate, Michael, MSgt (ret), 72, passed away 
April 2, 2019. Mike served in the USAF as a 
Russian Linguist-Voice Intercept and later as a 
Middle East Threat Analyst. He had tours of 
duty in Karamursel, Turkey; Wakkanai, Japan; 
RAF Chicksands, England; Ft. Meade, 
Maryland; Bad Aibling, Germany; Iraklion AS 
Crete, Greece; and ended his career at Kelly 

Hill Lackland AFB, TX. Ironically Mike did not do basic at Lackland like 
most, but did it in Amarillo, TX. Mike had a great sense of pride of being 
associated with the NSA, the Air Force Security Service, and the 6931st 
Electronic Security Command. He is survived by his children Joshua 
Michael (Callie) Pate, Jillian Pate (Brad) Downs, and their mother (first 
wife of 44 years) Lola E. //Obit www.legacy.com// 

********************************************************** 

Pedersen, Tommy D., Sgt, 71, passed away 
June 22, 2019. Tommy was a USAF Veteran 
having served in the Vietnam War. Tommy was 
a member of the V.F.W. and American Legion. 
He is survived by his wife of 17 years and 
daughters, Jennifer Corn, Julie, and Suzi; sons, 
Mike, Mark, and Chris. //Obit Louisville 
Memorial Gardens and Funeral Homes East// 

Listed in “Our Losses” at 6994th.com 
//6994th.com// 

********************************************************** 

Pittenger, Ralph Lee, SMSgt 
(ret), 90, passed away January 
19, 2019. Ralph joined the Army 
Air Force on Dec 16, 1948. After 
training at Scott Field, Keesler, 
and Brooks, he was stationed in 
Misawa, Japan. He served in 
Korea for 8 months and at 
McCord AFB in March 1954. He 

was stationed at Bremerhaven, Germany on 'C' flight as T/Sgt from 1955-
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58. Ralph was also stationed in Teheran, Iran, in 1959 and then moved to 
San Antonio, TX. He was also stationed at Onna Point, Okinawa and 
served in Vietnam at Danang. He retired in 1971 after 23 years of service. 
Ralph is survived by his wife, Audrey and children: Marilyn, David, 
Carolyn, and Leanne. //Obit 6913th.org// 

********************************************************** 

Pollock, Roger L., Capt (ret), 82, passed away 
June 10, 2019. He enlisted in the USAF in 1954. 
He served with the 6913th RSM at Bremerhaven, 
Germany from 1955 to 1957 on Charlie Flight. 
Roger retired from the USAF in 1979 at Patrick 
AFB, FL having served with SAC as a B-52 
Gunner, including a deployment to Guam in 1966 
in support of troops in Viet Nam. He was a life 
member of the DAV, VFW, Freedom through 
Vigilance Association, and the AF Gunners 
Association. Survivors include his wife Sun Yi; 
sons Dwight and Daniel; and daughter Deborah. 

//Obit North Brevard Funeral Home and 6913th.org// 

********************************************************** 

Poirier, Norman L., MSgt (ret), 72. It is with 
great sadness that we announce the death of 
Norman L Poirier who passed away on June 14, 
2019, leaving to mourn family and friends. 
//www.everhere.com// 

Linguist, MB, Goodfellow instructor in mid-
70s. //Tony Cook// 

Norman is a Vietnam and Persian Gulf War Veteran. He is Interred in 
Dayton National Cemetery //VA National Cemetery Administration// 

********************************************************** 
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Reusch, James Andrew, 83, passed away June 20, 
2019. He enlisted in the USAF in 1955. After basic 
training, he was assigned to Keesler Air Force Base 
in Biloxi, MS where he was assigned to the USAF 
Security Service specializing as a radio intercept 
operator. He was stationed in Bremerhaven, 
Germany for four years as part of the 6913th RSM 
receiving and translating messages in Morse code. 
During his time in Germany, on the base teams, he 
played flag football, baseball, and basketball; 
winning European championships in baseball and 

flag football, competing against American military bases throughout 
Europe. He treasured his time in the service and has maintained close 
friendships with the men he served with. He attended several 6913th 
Reunions with his Air Force buddies. Jim is survived by his wife Winifred 
and his three children, Michael, Martha, and Kate. //Obit Eagle Tribune 
and 6913th.org// 

Jimmy: I have known you for a long time. We were in the Air Force - 
Bremerhaven, Germany together and you were my roommate. We had a 
lot of laughs together and we ended up living close to each other. We have 
been to Air Force reunions together and had a lot of fun. You are in a much 
better place and you will always be remembered by Connie and myself 
and the great family that you have beginning with Winnie. RIP ALWAYS. 
GOD BLESS. //Paul Reihms// 

********************************************************** 

Rogers, John S. III, MSgt (ret), 80, passed 
away July 19, 2019. "Jack", as everyone 
called him, was a Morse Code operator in 
Vietnam and served his country proudly and 
honorably for 20 years. He then served his 
community as an E.A. and Investment 
Counselor for the remainder of his life. He is 
survived by his daughter, grandchildren, 
siblings, other relatives and many friends. 
//Obit Porter Loring Mortuary North// 

Listed in “Our Losses” at 6994th.com 
//6994th.com// 

********************************************************** 
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Saunders, Preston, 80, passed away May 
11, 2019 at Wuesthoff Hospice Care in 
Brevard County. Preston Saunders is 
survived by his sons, Edwin and Preston. 
He is preceded in death by his wife, Rosita. 
They moved to the Brevard County area to 
assist with the shuttle program at Kennedy 
Space Center. He was a veteran of the 
USAF and a member of USAFSS. //Obit 
North Brevard Funeral Home// 

 

********************************************************** 

Waldeck, Jeffrey A., TSgt (ret), 58, 
passed away June 24, 2019. Jeff served in 
the USAF for 20 years and spent his entire 
career in the Airborne Cryptologic Linguist 
career field; flying first as a Russian linguist 
and later as a Data Link Operator/Instructor 
and COMBAT SENT Airborne Mission 
Supervisor. Jeff’s assignments included: 
6990ESG Kadena AB, Japan; 6988ESS, 
RAF Mildenhall and 97IS Offutt AFB, NE; 
with a stint at the Defense Language 
Institute for Intermediate Russian. Jeff flew 

missions on the RC-135 RIVET JOINT and the RC-135U COMBAT 
SENT. He flew during Operations DESERT SHIELD/STORM, 
SOUTHERN WATCH, PROVIDE PROMISE and DENY FLIGHT in 
Bosnia. Jeff was a charter member of the Rocky Mountain Chapter of the 
Freedom Through Vigilance Association and very active in the Chapter’s 
efforts to recognize veterans from the Vietnam era. He is survived by his 
wife Jane; daughters; Bridgett, Annelise and Sara. //Obit Ike 
Eichelberger and Record Eagle// 

********************************************************** 
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Ward, Leslie W., TSgt (ret), 81, passed away 
April 13, 2019. Affectionately known as Sonny 
or Les, he enlisted in the USAF in 1959. He 
served for over 20 years and was a member of 
the USAF Security Service. He participated in 
combat operations in Southeast Asia during the 
Vietnam Conflict. His decorations, over his 
career, included the Distinguished Flying 
Cross, the Air Medal with oak leaf cluster, and 
the Air Force Commendation Medal. He retired 
from military service in 1979 and remained in 
San Angelo. He is survived by beloved wife of 

53 years Betty Ward, daughters Sharon, Terri, and Des Damonna; sons 
Ronald, Allen, and Kenneth. //Obit Mountain Memorial Funeral 
Home// 

Listed in “Our Losses” at 6994th.com //6994th.com// 

********************************************************** 
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