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Hello from San Antonio! 
Well, it’s been a week since “Snowmageddon” walloped San Antonio, the rest of Texas, 
and a good swath of the country. In the midst of power outages, some controlled some not, 
frozen water pipes, and destroyed landscaping, it hit me that these are all really minor 
inconveniences in the greater scheme of things; temporary set-backs that would eventually 
end. Through it all, there was never a concern whether or not things would get back to 
normal, only the question of when. And that’s how it is regarding FTVA anniversary 
activities in conjunction with 16 AF. While we’re still hopeful that we’ll be able to have 
some in-person events this Fall here in San Antonio, it’s really still too early to tell. 
Following the Christmas and New Year’s holidays, there was a major uptick of new cases 
locally, prompting the leadership of Joint Base San Antonio to restrict gatherings and 
visitors. Now, we are seeing the numbers come down a bit with restrictions being eased 
somewhat. Add to that the rollout of the vaccines including the Johnson and Johnson single 
shot, there’s cause for optimism. As soon as we know more on what will or will not be 
possible this year, we’ll get the word out. 
Your Executive Board continues to meet on a monthly basis, and progress is continuing on 
the revamping of our website. We hope to be able to go live in the very new future, and 
we’ll push a notice to the membership once the change has been implemented. Also, we are 
still in need locally for a volunteer to take on the role of Treasurer. So, if you think you’d 
like to serve, please let us know. Lee is in need of a “new best friend.” Sorry for the 
deployment humor. 
With the beginning of Spring just a few weeks away, and with it a hope of improving 
circumstances regarding the pandemic, I ask each of you please continue to exercise caution, 
get your vaccination if so inclined when offered, and stay connected with your friends and 
loved ones. Looking forward to brighter days ahead. And as always…Remain in Touch! 
 
Evan Smith, Lt Col (R) 

THE PRESIDENT’S CORNER 
 

By Evan Smith 
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Many Air Force senior 
leaders have released 
statements that should 
resonate with every member 
of the Freedom Through 
Vigilance Association 
(FTVA). They stated, “It is 
time for every one of us to 
strive for understanding and a 
culture of inclusiveness and belonging across our Air Force, and “It is our very own General 
Benjamin O. Davis, Tuskegee Airman, who said, ‘The privileges of being an American belong to 
those brave enough to fight for them’.” These sentiments were recently echoed by the Space Force 
Commander, General Jay Raymond, and Chief Master Sergeant Roger Towberman (former 
Airborne Mission Supervisor), Space Force Senior Enlisted Adviser and U.S. Space Force Senior 
Enlisted Adviser, who said, “We have an opportunity to get this right from the beginning by 
making diversity and inclusion ‘one of the bedrock strengths” of the Space Force. And our 16th 
Air Force Commander, Lt General Timothy Haugh and Command Chief, Summer Leifer, have 
both implored NAF members to embrace diversity, challenge our own biases, and treat everyone 
with dignity and respect. 

Since the formation of the USAF Security Service (USAFSS) in October 1948, and in its various 
iterations since then to the present 16th Air Force, we recognize that the one constant and bedrock 
strength of our organization is the people. Throughout the years, our leaders have understood that 
if we take care of the people, the people will take care of the mission. Our people are as diverse as 
the missions we support. Yet, despite these differences, we train and fight as one. We value and 
understand the importance of respect and dignity for all, regardless of ethnic background, religion, 
gender, and/or sexual orientation. 

The FTVA reaffirms our commitment to our country and the people we serve. Now is the time for 
reflection and listening to those that may not have had a voice at the table. Those voices need to 
be heard and be part of this national debate. We, as an organization, understand the sacrifices that 
have been made so that all Americans can enjoy the benefits of liberty, freedom, and justice for 
all. These benefits must encompass all Americans for we are greater in strength unified than in 
division. The FTVA thanks all who have served and sacrificed through the years and remains 
committed to the values we hold dear of dignity and respect for all and the Air Force’s Core Values 
of Integrity First, Service Before Self, and Excellence In All We Do. 

Remain in Touch, Evan V. Smith, President, FTVA  

FTVA Value Statement 
 

By Evan Smith 
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-------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 

 

Hello Again All, 
Welcome to another quarterly issue of Remain In Touch!. I sure hope 
that you are enjoying these as much as we enjoy putting them together. 
In my role as editor, I am loving this e-Edition format as the flexibility 
is amazing and lead times and suspense dates are more convenient for 
all of us who put your newsletter together. Every now and again I look 

back over those wonderful and nostalgic hardcopy issues and find the enhanced quality of photos 
and page content to be simply amazing in this new medium. No doubt because of the ‘Rona, inputs 
– especially from the chapters - has been falling off as meeting face-to-face has become quite 
difficult and results in all reunions being held in abeyance as well as normal chapter meetings. My 
thanks to those who manage to conduct some activities using Zoom and other media. But being 
an eternal optimist I see sunny skies ahead as the vaccines roll out to all of us. 
Our next issue will be posted in June 2021! Please send your inputs to newsletter@ftva.us before 
1 June. 
And, as always, we welcome and appreciate all your comments and inputs. Simply send an email 
to newsletter@ftva.us. Or, if you prefer, send me a handwritten note or typed missive to 8847 
Breanna Oaks, San Antonio, TX 78254. 

Y’all Continue to Be Safe, 
Dennis Buxton, Newsletter Editor 

mailto:newsletter@ftva.us
mailto:newsletter@ftva.us
mailto:falleneagles@ftva.us
mailto:WBUSAF@gmail.com
mailto:membersupport@ftva.us
mailto:newsletter@ftva.us
mailto:newsletter@ftva.us
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VOLUNTEER NEEDED!!! 
 

OPEN Position: FTVA BOARD TREASURER 
- Monthly reconciliation of all bank accounts (SSFCU) 
- Monthly balance sheets and income/expense reports for both FTVA and USAFSS/ESC 

Memorial Fund accounts 
- Submit monthly balance sheet (received and incurred costs) to FTVA BOD for review/archive 
- Pay all incurred bills and obligations (FEDEX, IT services, Memorial Funds, Reunion 

activities, reimbursements, 25 AF support, contracted labor, etc.) 
- Pay annual stipends to chapters 
- Maintain all records for IRS purposes (including chapters’ annual financial reports) 

o Provide 1099MISC to contracted labor  annually (Before Jan 31st) 
- File annual tax report for corporate/non-profit entities (May 15th) 
- Provide financial guidance/advice to board regarding funds disposition 
- Provide tax exempt forms to members for purchases 
- Coordinate with SSFCU as necessary for access, renewal of CDs, etc. 
- Advise FTVA President and BOD on overall financial status 
- Receive correspondence from SSFCU Mailbox 

o Distribute as applicable 
o Notify Roy of all Membership paperwork 
o Deposit checks 

- Maintain currency on IRS 501(c)19 and 501(c)3 decisions as applies to organization 
- TX corporate reports/responsibilities 
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A.J. Harrison, Chairman, Hall of Honor Program 

Hall of Honor Soliciting Nominations 
I would like to start by recognizing the contributions of CMSgt (Ret) Okey Warden, Jr. to this 
organization and especially to the Hall of Honor Selection Committee. Chief Warden was inducted 
into the Hall of Honor in 1995. He served for many years on our selection committee, and he was 
always there to assist with the selections and with the induction ceremony. We have lost another 
icon and member of the extended FTVA family, and I would like to express my deepest 
sympathies to his family and his friends. We will all miss him. 
We will take nominations for this year’s Hall of Honor through 7 June 2021. If you need help with 
developing a nomination, please contact me, and we can work with you to develop a package. The 
only way they get nominated is by members doing the work to nominate an individual! Please take 
the time to nominate those who are worthy as the HoH Selection Committee is soliciting 
nominations of candidates for induction. The induction ceremony is a major element of the 
association’s reunion activities. 
Since the creation of USAFSS as a major air command in 1948, members of 
USAFSS/ESC/AFIC/AIA/AF ISR Agency/25th AF/16 AF hereinafter referred to as the 
command, have been at war 24/7/365 as anonymous sentinels, engaged in combat with foreign 
enemies of the United States and its allies while conducting operations in the air as aircrew 
members, on the seas aboard U.S. naval ships, and on each of the major continental land masses 
as well as numerous islands around the world, and in the cyber realm. In no small measure, their 
contributions toward the preservation of our freedoms, though largely unheralded, have been vital 
to the continuance of our national security and our way of life. The command has been blessed 
with an abundance of talented members who possessed the skill sets and intellectual capacity, 
coupled with unselfish dedication and commitment, to conquer whatever challenges they 
encountered – often while confronting significant adversity and at great personal sacrifice. 
The Freedom Through Vigilance Association’s founders established the Hall of Honor in 1983 to 
honor those individuals who served the command with great distinction and contributed 
immeasurably to successful mission accomplishment. To date, the individuals inducted into the 
Hall of Honor include former officer, enlisted and civilian personnel whose contributions as 
technicians, supervisors, planners, managers, and leaders extend from World War II through the 

FTVA HALL OF HONOR 
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ongoing conflicts. The Hall of Honor preserves the legacy of those who have gone before, 
highlights their deeds, and honors their contributions to the Nation. 
We have all had the privilege of serving with individuals who are viable candidates for induction 
into the Hall of Honor. This is an opportunity to nominate deserving individuals in an attempt to 
ensure they receive the recognition and lasting tribute they have earned. The Selection Committee 
will review all eligible nominations and select individuals for induction into the Hall of Honor 
using eligibility criteria and procedures pursuant to the Hall of Honor Charter. A copy of the 
Charter is available on the web page at http://www.ftva.org. 
Nominations must be received not later than 7 June 2021 by email. Email nominations to myself 
at chiefajh@gmail.com or to Lee Anthony at LeeAnthony@satx.rr.com. When submitting 
nominations, please limit to one page, front and back, using the HOH Nomination format available 
on the website. I am available to answer any questions anyone may have on how best to develop 
a nomination. 
Thank you and Remain In Touch. 
 
A.J. Harrison, Chairman 
Hall of Honor Program 
***************************************************************************** 
 
 

Suspense date for this year’s HoH 
nominations is 7 June 2021. 

 
  

http://www.ftva.org/
mailto:chiefajh@gmail.com
mailto:LeeAnthony@satx.rr.com
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Compiled by Ken Maynard 

Associate Editor Extraordinaire 

480TH ISRW ART INSPIRE UNITED STATES SPACE FORCE STRATEGY 
(Adapted from an article by SSgt Ashley L. Gardner, 480th ISRW / Published January 28, 2021) 

Joint Base Langley-Eustis, VA — CMSgt Roger Towberman, United States Space Force senior 
enlisted advisor and Ms. Patricia Mulcahy, Senior Executive Service deputy chief of space 
operations for personnel virtually visited 16th Air Force (Air Forces Cyber) Airmen at Joint Base 
Langley-Eustis, Virginia, Jan. 11, 2021. 

The teleconference began with 
Mulcahy being introduced to 480th 
Intelligence, Surveillance and 
Reconnaissance Wing leaders, where 
she witnessed the innovative concept 
of the wing’s Airmen Resiliency 
Team and the holistic approach the 
480th ISRW is executing. 
The ART consists of chaplains, 
mental health and physical health 
technicians who have the appropriate 
security clearance to speak with and 
provide direct support to ISR 
Airmen. 
As a prior 480th ISRW command 
chief and co-founder of the ART, 
Towberman gave his insight on the 
background and functionality of the 
team and how it can benefit the USSF 
Guardians. 

“I really appreciate the team and the work they are doing,” said Towberman. “These are the little 
actions [that when] all done together make a big difference. We will continue to see this broad 
approach with no stone left unturned.” 

16th AIR FORCE NEWS 

U.S. Air Force Col Kayle M. Stevens, 480th ISRW commander, CMSgt Trey Walker, 
480th ISRW command chief and members from the wing leadership and Airman 
Resiliency Team sit in a teleconference with CMSgt Roger Towberman, United States 
Space Force senior enlisted advisor and Patricia Mulcahy, Senior Executive Service 
deputy chief of space operations for personnel at Joint Base Langley-Eustis, Virginia, 
Jan. 11, 2021. Towberman as well as the participants from the teleconference were able 
to talk about how the ART has a positive effect on the individuals throughout the wing. 
(U.S. Air Force photo by Staff Sgt. Ashley L. Gardner) 
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The team was created after operational health stress studies, conducted by the 480th ISRW and 
others, showed there was a need. 
“Embedded teams help identify risk factors in our units early,” said U.S. Air Force Lt Col Sonia 
Pons, 480th ISRW psychologist. “In the past two years we have not had a single suicide.” 
The team went on to explain how important Airman Resiliency is and how it has a positive effect 
on the individuals throughout the Wing during the teleconference. 
“It’s our job to take care of Airmen,” said U.S. Air Force Lt Col Jason Massignan, 480th ISRW 
surgeon. “At some point in time there have been people who fall through the cracks and it’s our 
job to help them get in contact with the right sources.” 
The USSF is looking into adopting some of the tools that have been founded in the intel 
community, one of them being the capabilities that the ART provide for Airmen. 
“The maturity and depth of your ART program is impressive and will greatly assist our USSF 
team in standing up similar programs to care for our Guardians and their families,” said Mulcahy. 
“Our Guardians are amazing, and we ask much from them. It is imperative to make sure that we 
are taking care of them by providing the best support we can.” 

****************************************************************************** 

FIRST CLASS OF INFORMATION OPERATIONS AIRMEN 
COMPLETES 14F INITIAL SKILLS TRAINING COURSE 

(Adapted from an article by Trevor Tiernan, 67th Cyberspace Wing Public Affairs / Published December 17, 2020) 

Hurlburt Field, FL — In a ceremony that appropriately reflected 
their future operating environment, nine Airmen graduated from the 
first iteration of the 14F Information Operations (IO) Initial Skills 
Training course Dec. 11. 
Due to COVID restrictions, the ceremony was held via video 
teleconference with the students and faculty in place at the 39th 
Information Operations Squadron, while 67th Cyberspace Wing 
leaders and guest speaker Brig. Gen. Eric DeLange, Director of 
Cyberspace Operations and Warfighter Communications, attended 
virtually. 
The four and a half months long 14F Initial Skills Course’s curriculum 
covered critical thinking and applied social sciences, joint planning, 
joint targeting, information-related capabilities, and training in each 
of the 14F core disciplines of military information support operations, 
operations security, and military deception. Class 20-01 was comprised of members of the 67th 
CW, Air Force Special Operations Command, National Air and Space Intelligence Center, 363rd 
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Intelligence Surveillance and Reconnaissance Wing, and the US Air Force Academy, who 
completed their training while simultaneously enduring a global pandemic and three hurricanes 
that drenched the Florida panhandle. 
“[regardless of your backgrounds] one thing you all have in common is that you are all going to 
be part of the first class of the 14F Initial Skills course,” said DeLange. 
“I think about you as you graduate and where we are with regard to Information Warfare and 
Information Operations, and where we will be when you become senior leaders,” he said. “You 
will be the future experts as we go forward. The Air Force will rely on you to make the vision of 
IO a reality.” 
With the creation of the 14F AFSC, the Air Force is now able to standardize education and training 
for Airmen, build a foundation to cultivate IO expertise, and improve commanders’ ability to 
operate in more pervasive and connected information and operational environments. 
****************************************************************************** 

AIR FORCE ANNOUNCES AIRMEN LEADERSHIP QUALITIES 
(Adapted from an article by Secretary of the Air Force Public Affairs / Published February 04, 2021) 

Arlington, VA (AFNS) — The Air Force announced 10 Airman Leadership Qualities which are 
now being integrated into a new feedback tool, for officers in the grades of O-1 through O-6 and 
senior noncommissioned officers in the grades of E-7 through E-9, to facilitate discussion between 
rater and ratee. 
The qualities, found in the Airman Comprehensive Assessment Addendum - AF Form 724-A, 
focus on character and competence and are categorized under four major performance areas which 
coincide with both the major graded areas of the Air Force Unit Effectiveness Inspection program 
and the language used to describe expected performance factors provided to promotion boards: 
executing the mission, leading people, managing resources, and improving the unit. 
“The adjustments toward these new leadership qualities are imperative to shift the way we 
measure, incentivize, and reward the Airmen we need for the future,” said Air Force Chief of Staff 
Gen. Charles Q. Brown, Jr,. “We must have evaluation systems that provide constructive feedback, 
evaluate against qualities we value, and highlight future potential.” 
The Airman leadership qualities are expected to form the basis for the future officer and enlisted 
performance reporting systems. The alignment between evaluating units and evaluating Airmen is 
intended to further emphasize and accelerate an understanding and adoption of the associated 
leadership qualities. 
“The major performance areas and Airman leadership qualities were developed over the last two 
years by looking at industry and sister service best-practices, academic literature, and most 
importantly the attributes we know will be required of our Airmen. They were refined over a series 
of Total Force focus groups to develop and validate the qualities we value in our leaders,” said 

https://www.af.mil/About-Us/Biographies/Display/Article/108485/general-cq-brown-jr/


Remain In Touch                                                                                                                                   March 2021 

Remain In Touch                                                                                                                                   March 2021 
10 

Col. Laura King, Air Force Talent Management Innovation Cell director. “We designed the 
addendum to be used in conjunction with the primary Airman Comprehensive Assessment form 
to serve as a guide for raters to help facilitate actionable discussions during feedback that 
incorporate the Airman leadership qualities.” 
Each Airman leadership quality is assessed on a five-point scale of proficiency levels: does not 
meet expectations, developing, proficient, highly proficient, and outstanding. They are currently 
grade independent, understanding raters will account for the relative expectation based on rank 
and Air Force specialty code. 
Over the past two years, the Department of the Air Force has made several large-scale 
modifications to its talent management system. This initiative is part of a larger reform and the 
next step in the implementation of a more comprehensive evaluation system. 
“To improve how we make talent management decisions, we must measure what we value. These 
Airman leadership qualities make clear what we value in officer and enlisted performance. Our 
Airmen must understand what they are being ‘graded’ against to provide them with a clear 
understanding of expectations and aid them in their future development,” said Lt. Gen. Brian 
Kelly, deputy chief of staff for manpower, personnel and services. “The objective is for raters to 
begin discussing and assessing ratees against the Airman leadership qualities to provide us 
feedback as they introduce the new measures they will see in future evaluation systems.” 
Over the coming months, feedback will be gathered from major commands throughout the Air 
Force. The data collected will be used to refine the Airman leadership qualities and the addendum 
before the new evaluation systems are finalized. While initial use of the form will be optional, 
leaders are encouraged to use it to the maximum extent practical. 
“We are working to build a system that defines the qualities we value and need in our Airmen,” 
said Chief Master Sgt. of the Air Force JoAnne S. Bass. “I’m very excited that we are doing that 
in synergy with our officer corps, it shows that we value Airman leadership qualities across the 
ranks, from E-1 to O-10.” 
The major performance areas and Airman leadership qualities are: 
Executing the Mission 

• Job Proficiency: Demonstrates knowledge and professional skill in assigned duties, 
achieving positive results and impact in support of the mission. 

• Initiative: Assesses and takes independent or directed action to complete a task or mission 
that influences the mission or organization. 

• Adaptability: Adjusts to changing conditions, to include plans, information, processes, 
requirements, and obstacles in accomplishing the mission. 

  

https://www.af.mil/About-Us/Biographies/Display/Article/484427/lieutenant-general-brian-t-kelly/
https://www.af.mil/About-Us/Biographies/Display/Article/484427/lieutenant-general-brian-t-kelly/
https://www.af.mil/about-us/biographies/display/article/2314276/chief-master-sergeant-of-the-air-force-joanne-s-bass/
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Leading People 
• Inclusion and Teamwork: Collaborates effectively with others to achieve an inclusive 

climate in pursuit of a common goal or to complete a task or mission. 
• Emotional Intelligence: Exercises self-awareness, manages their own emotions effectively; 

demonstrates an understanding of others’ emotions, and appropriately manages 
relationships. 

• Communication: Articulates information in a clear and timely manner, both verbally and 
non-verbally, through active listening and messaging tailored to the appropriate audience. 

• Managing Resources 
• Stewardship: Demonstrates responsible management of assigned resources, which may 

include time, equipment, people, funds and/or facilities. 
• Accountability: Takes responsibility for the actions and behaviors of self and/or team; 

demonstrates reliability and transparency. 
• Improving the Unit 
• Decision Making: Makes well-informed, effective, and timely decisions under one’s 

control that weigh constraints, risks, and benefits. 
• Innovation: Thinks creatively about different ways to solve problems, implements 

improvements and demonstrates calculated risk-taking. 
****************************************************************************** 

DEPARTMENT OF THE AIR FORCE 
DIRECTS COMMANDERS TO REVIEW UNIT EMBLEMS, MOTTOS, 

NICKNAMES, OTHER OFFICIAL SYMBOLOGY 
(Adapted from an article by Secretary of the Air Force Public Affairs / Published January 05, 2021) 

Washington, D.C. — The Department of the Air Force directed commanders to conduct a 
comprehensive review of official and unofficial unit emblems, morale patches, mottos, nicknames, 
coins and other forms of unit recognition and identity to ensure an inclusive and professional 
environment within 60 days from Dec. 23, 2020. 

Commanders, at the squadron level and above, will remove any visual representation, symbols, or 
language derogatory to any race, gender, sexual orientation, ethnicity, religion, age or disability 
status to ensure an inclusive and professional environment. 

The directive came in the form of a memorandum from Secretary of the Air Force Barbara 
Barrett, Air Force Chief of Staff Charles Q. Brown, Jr., and Chief of Space Operations John 
W. Raymond. 

https://www.af.mil/About-Us/Biographies/Display/Article/1990786/barbara-m-barrett/
https://www.af.mil/About-Us/Biographies/Display/Article/1990786/barbara-m-barrett/
https://www.af.mil/About-Us/Biographies/Display/Article/108485/general-charles-q-brown-jr/
https://www.af.mil/About-Us/Biographies/Display/Article/108479/general-john-w-jay-raymond/
https://www.af.mil/About-Us/Biographies/Display/Article/108479/general-john-w-jay-raymond/
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“It is critical for the Department of the Air Force to embody an environment of dignity, respect 
and inclusivity for all Airmen and Guardians,” the memo stated. “Our core values demand we hold 
ourselves to high standards and maintain a culture of respect and trust in our chain of command.” 

According to Air Force Instruction 84-105, “Organizational Lineage, Honors and Heraldry,” 
emblem designs and mottos should reflect favorably on the United States Air Force, be original, 
distinctive, dignified, in good taste and non-controversial. 

“Their continued use of derogatory symbols and language ostracizes our teammates undermining 
unit cohesion and impeding our mission readiness and success … Our diversity of experience, 
culture, demographics, and perspectives is a force multiplier and essential to our success in this 
dynamic global environment … We must ensure all our Airmen and Guardians are valued and 
respected,” the memo emphasized. 

Commanders should consider emblem and motto guidance in Air Force Instruction 84-105 and 
consult their historians, staff judge advocates and equal opportunity specialists during the review. 

****************************************************************************** 

INFORMATION WARFARE CAPABILITIES 
DEMONSTRATED AT TABLE TOP EXERCISE 

(Adapted from an article by ACC/PA / Published January 13, 2021) 

Joint Base Langley-Eustis, VA — Lt. Gen. Christopher Weggeman, the deputy commander of 
Air Combat Command and Lt. Gen. Timothy Haugh, Sixteenth Air Force commander, co-hosted 
a virtual Information warfare table top exercise to demonstrate convergence of various IW 
capabilities below and up to the threshold of armed conflict at Joint Base Langley-Eustis, Virginia, 
Dec. 7, 2020. 
The TTX showcased force packaging and the convergence of principal Air Force IW capabilities 
in an operational environment to create non-kinetic effects and support kinetic effects to achieve 
outcomes supporting theater joint force commander and national objectives. 
“As we continue to focus on our digital and ultimately information warfare convergence as a 
department it's essential that every one of us understands that the true power of all this convergence 
is game changing positive disruption,” said Weggeman. “A positive disruption that forces us to 
embrace new paradigms, to be customer centric, to integrate vice isolate, to challenge the rules, 
and ultimately to define and deliver a better way of flying, fighting, and winning across the 
spectrum of combat.” 
The IW TTX was a collaborative effort between ACC, Sixteenth AF, and the US Air Force 
Warfare Center. 

https://static.e-publishing.af.mil/production/1/af_ho/publication/afi84-105/afi84-105.pdf
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The exercise scenario centered on leveraging IW to counter the malign influence of a near-peer 
adversary in a region of interest to US national security. Exercise players emphasized a whole of 
government approach required for real-world operations. 
The Air Force describes IW as the employment of military capabilities in and through the 
information environment to deliberately affect adversary human and system behavior and to 
preserve friendly freedom of action during cooperation, competition, and armed conflict. 
Attendees included senior leaders from Headquarters Air Force, ACC, United States Space Force, 
Fifteenth Air Force, Twelfth Air Force, USAFWC, United States Air Forces Europe, Pacific Air 
Forces, Air Forces Central, Air Forces Central and Air Force Special Operations Command, 
among others.  
To that end, planning for future iterations is already underway. 
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Forward your chapter inputs at any time (monthly, weekly or all at once) to William “Bill” Brockmiller, FTVA 
Board Vice President and current Chapter Liaison WBUSAF@gmail.com). 
************************************************************************************************* 

Heritage Chapter 
San Angelo, TX 

 
Ronald ‘JJ’ Graham, Chapter President 

Larry Ross, Secretary/Treasurer 
 
 

HERITAGE CHAPTER HONORS WWII HERO 
MARK MATHIS MEMORIAL DEDICATION CEREMONY 

Submitted by Larry Ross 
FTVA Heritage Chapter Secretary 

Photos of dedication brochure provided by Tom Nurre; two Mathis photos are from Internet; plaque photo courtesy of Victoria 
Van Tuil; all other ceremony photos are by Carl Bradley of Faith in a Flash Photography. 

 

During a recent visit to Fairmount Cemetery, San Angelo, TX,  and 
1Lt Jack Mathis’ grave site there, one of our 
Heritage Chapter members noticed that there was 
no memorial headstone in the family’s plot there 
for Jack’s older brother Rhude “Mark” Mathis, Jr. 
He further noticed that Jack’s father, Rhude Mark Mathis, Sr., and his younger 
brother, Harrell Clegg Mathis, are also buried in the same plot as Jack, but 
again there is nothing there to the memory of Mark, Jr. Further research 
indicated that the only memorial specifically honoring just Mark is an 
inscription on the Wall of Missing in the American War Cemetery in 

Margraten, Netherlands. 

  

FTVA CHAPTER NEWS 

mailto:WBUSAF@gmail.com
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Firmly believing that Mark is deserving his own memorial headstone to honor his ultimate 
sacrifice to our nation, the Heritage Chapter applied through the Veterans Administration (VA) 
for a proper memorial to Mark to be placed alongside that of his father and brothers in the 
Fairmount plot.  The response from VA was, to say the least, extremely positive.  A bronze 
memorial plaque to be displayed on a marble slab was manufactured, shipped to Fairmount 
Cemetery, and placed in the Mathis plot honoring Mark.  This plaque displays Mark’s full name 
and rank in the US Army Air Corps; the dates of his birth and death; the two combat decorations 
he was posthumously awarded, the Purple Heart and Air Medal; a Christian cross in the center; 
and the military organization he was assigned to in the United Kingdom. 
On Sunday, 28 February 2021, a warm, partly cloudy winter day, with approximately 90-100 
attending, Larry Miller, Program Coordinator, on behalf of the Heritage Chapter of the Freedom 
Through Vigilance Association, welcomed those assembled to the dedication ceremony in 
memory of First Lieutenant Rhude Mark Mathis, known to his family and friends as “Mark”. The 
ceremony was originally scheduled for February 14th, Mark’s 103rd birthday, but freezing cold 
and snowy weather forced changing the date. 
The ceremony opened with the 
Angelo State University ROTC 
Honor Guard presenting the colors, 
followed with the playing of the 
National Anthem. Lt Col Robert 
Borger, 17th Training Wing Chaplain 
at Goodfellow, gave the invocation. 
Tip Hargrove gave a historical 
perspective of the air war in Europe.  
One of his life-long interests is the 
history of the air war in Europe during 
World War II specifically the 
contributions of the US Eighth Air 
Force and the 303rd Bombardment Group (Heavy) to the Allied victory over the Nazis. 
Christopher Ashcroft read a eulogy to Lt Mathis, which is included below in its entirety. It tells of 
a grieving mother who lost two sons during World War II and the story of their determined and 
heroic service. 
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MARK MATHIS 
Eulogy, Fairmount Cemetery, San Angelo, Texas, 28 February 2021 

Written by Dr. John V. Garrett, former 17 TRW Historian 
Read by Christopher Ashcroft 

The woman in the black dress stood silently on the 
flight line, one hand in the other, as the General 
approached. No speeches were made. Only the 
citation was read, after which a mile-long formation 
of troops marched past her respectfully in review. 
Overhead, a flight of 106 planes came slowly into 
view, the last several of which forming the three dots 
and a dash of the letter V in Morse code. Stepping 
forward to where she stood, the General reached 
around the neck of the woman in the black dress and 
placed a decoration, the Medal of Honor. “In years 
to come,” the General said, “I know this will afford 
you great consolation.” 
The woman in the black dress was Mrs. Avis Mathis. 
Seven months earlier, her son, Jack, gave his life over 
the skies of Germany in an extraordinary act of 
heroism and determination. “Jack came by his 
courage honestly,” a friend wrote Avis afterwards, 
complimenting her “heroic demeanor” as she stood on the flight line at Goodfellow Field.  
It’s a terrible thing, the loss of a son. But the burden Avis Mathis carried that day was more 
terrible still. A second son, Mark, had been missing in action since May, laying upon Avis the 
awful uncertainty of not knowing his fate and, at the same time, not wanting to know. Some hope 
recently had come her way – a pilot from Florida claimed to have seen Mark alive; another, a 
radio broadcaster, reported him as a prisoner of war. “I know it took courage and self-control to 
go through with the part you did that day,” on the parade field at Goodfellow, the same friend 
continued in her letter to Avis, expressing again her admiration for “how brave you were under 
the most trying conditions.” 
Indeed, it’s difficult for most of us even to imagine the level of grief she must have felt. Perhaps, 
as the general hoped, the medal and citation provided her some comfort. But it seems more likely, 
from the handwritten notes Avis left, that what most helped her through her grief was the 
knowledge that “her darlings,” as she called them, had risked their lives doing exactly what they 
believed had to be done. 
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That certainly was the case with Jack. “Realizing that the success of the mission depended upon 
him,” the Medal of Honor citation read, “Lt Mathis, by sheer determination and will power, 
though mortally wounded, dragged himself back to his sights, released his bombs, then died at his 
post of duty.” Indeed, the flight surgeon who first examined Jack’s body after they pulled it from 
the plane was certain Jack’s death had been instantaneous. And perhaps it would have been 
instantaneous, had not Jack’s “sheer determination and will power” dragged his body back to his 
bombsight to complete his mission. 
But I would also ask you to consider here today that the courage and determination Mark Mathis 
exhibited displayed nothing less. Think about it. Mark was there, at the airfield at Molesworth, 
England, when Jack’s shot-up plane returned from its fateful mission. Mark saw the shattered 
Plexiglas in front of Jack’s compartment. He saw Jack’s horrific wound. And yet, seeing all of 
that, knowing Jack’s fate, he volunteered to take Jack’s position in the very same plane to fly the 
same kind of mission into the same cauldron of danger. And then, he volunteered to do it again, 
in a different plane. And then again. And then once more, until he could volunteer no more. 
History is not always fair in its judgments. And it is perhaps from one of those unfair slights of 
history that our memory of Mark, in the nearly eight decades since his passing, has somehow 
waned under the enormous shadow cast by Jack. For it was not always like that between them. 
Growing up, throughout their young lives, the two were nearly as one … always close, almost 
inseparable. 
Mark was the oldest of the Mathis boys. Born February 14th, 1918 in Sterling City, Rhude Mark 
Mathis, Jr., was named for his father, Rhude, Sr., a salesman and car garage manager originally 
from Arkansas. Jack was born three and one-half years later, in 1921, followed near the end of 
the decade by a third son, Harrell, or Harold, as he was called. But it was the two older Mathis 
boys who grew up at each other’s side. “Jack was a sweet, serious-minded boy,” Avis recalled 
from her home in autumn 1943, during an interview for a war bond drive. “That’s how I remember 
him.” But Mark, she said, “Mark was always jolly and full of devilment. Wherever he is now, I’m 
sure he must have a smile on this face.” 
The two boys grew up in Sterling City and attended school there. But these were the Depression 
years, and like so many young men of his generation, Mark left high school early and found work 
as an auto mechanic. Jack, Avis’ “serious-minded boy,” opted instead to stay in school and then, 
in June 1940, immediately after graduating, he enlisted in the Army at Fort Sill, Oklahoma. 
One year later, Mark followed his brother’s lead and enlisted too. The Mathis family had recently 
moved from Sterling City to San Angelo and, as it happened, the Army had opened a new pilot 
school there earlier that year, in January. So Mark enlisted at Goodfellow and Jack, now a 
corporal, arranged a transfer, bringing the two tall Texans together again as members of the same 
squadron – Mark, as an engine mechanic on the flight line, and Jack, as a clerk in the orderly 
room. He was always so “happy go lucky,” a squadron mate remembered Mark. As for Jack, he 
was thought to be “more serious, a little older for his years.” Interestingly, their squadron at 
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Goodfellow was the 49th School Squadron. During the Mathis brothers’ time there, Bob Vance 
served as squadron commander. Bob’s close friend, Stump Carswell, was one of the squadron’s 
instructor pilots. Along with Jack, both Vance and Carswell later would be awarded the medal of 
honor, posthumously. 
As it had for so many Americans of that generation, the attack on Pearl Harbor changed 
everything. Now at war, the Army Air Forces dropped its requirement that aviation cadets have 
some college experience. Mark and Jack immediately jumped at this fresh opportunity and 
applied, judging this to be their best chance to see what Jack called “real action.” Meeting the 
Aviation Cadet Examining Board, Jack passed on the first attempt but pulled his papers until Mark 
could pass too. That came soon enough, and on January 11th, 1942, the boys left Goodfellow 
together for pre-flight training at Ellington Field near Houston, where they were classified for 
bombardier training. Unfortunately, during the final academic sessions at Ellington, some 
humorous but no doubt disparaging remarks Mark directed at his math instructor washed him 
back as a disciplinary measure, thereby separating the boys. Jack completed pre-flight on time 
and headed off to the new bombardier school at Victorville, northeast of Los Angeles. One month 
later, Mark entered the 12-week bombardier program at Midland Army Air Field, eventually 
earning his wings as a member of Class 42-10 on July 23rd, 1942.   
Graduating first, Jack was also first to deploy for combat, arriving at Molesworth in October 
1942. Mark, now tracking behind his kid brother, deployed instead to North Africa the following 
January in support of Operation Torch. By March, with German forces in North Africa in full 
retreat, Mark found himself headed to England as part of a broader buildup of 8th Air Force for 
the strategic daylight campaign against Germany. Together again, or nearly so, Mark arranged 
a pass to visit Jack, arriving at Molesworth on March 16th, 1943. 
The reunion at the club that evening was memorable, perhaps all the more so in light of the next 
day’s events. Jack’s entire crew was there to help the brothers celebrate, finding in Mark a “really 
great guy” who regaled the high-altitude boys with stories, perhaps exaggerated just a bit, of 
bomb runs in North Africa so low that the civilians on the ground often pelted the planes with 
stones. Mark did have a reputation among members of his unit for spinning tall tales. Jack, for his 
part, lobbied Mark to transfer over to the 359th Bomb Squadron, Jack’s unit. Jack also found 
himself a replacement for the next day’s mission, so that he and Mark could spend more time 
catching up. Unfortunately, Jack’s commanding officer told him that for this mission he simply 
couldn’t spare his best bombardier. 
This was the mission to Vegesack. It would be the largest formation of bombers yet, and it would 
feature the first large-scale combat use of the new automatic flight control equipment, linking the 
flight controls to the bombardier’s command for the final, delicate seconds over target. “See you 
boys later,” Mark called out the next morning, as Jack and the others climbed aboard their B-17, 
The Duchess. “Sweat us out on this one, boy,” Jack called back. 
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It was early evening by the time the naked lady painted prominently on the nose of The Duchess 
taxied into view. When Mark saw the pilot’s red flare shoot into the air, indicating that there were 
wounded aboard, his heart must have sunk. The damage to the Plexiglas in the nose of the plane 
told him it was Jack. Following the ambulance to the infirmary, Mark learned there that his kid 
brother was dead.  
“By this time you have heard about our brave Jack,” Mark wrote to his mother, Avis, afterwards. 
“He gave his life fighting for the things he believed to be right and to preserve the standards of 
humanity.” “It was a terrible blow to have to take,” Mark continued, “but we must be brave and 
carry on and avenge Jack’s death as that would be the way he wants us to be. I am going to carry 
on until my last breath to kill those murdering Nazis who are responsible for all the grief and 
turmoil that is in the world today, … so that my children and the children to come never have to 
go through a war as horrible as this one.”  
At the same time, Mark put in for a transfer to Jack’s unit. “I spoke to the fellows of my own outfit 
and they understood,” Mark told a reporter from BBC. “The transfer came through pretty quick 
to Jack’s station,” he continued, and “they gave me the choice of the ship.” 
Mark chose The Duchess, joining the crew on their next mission, to Bremen, one month later. How 
eerie that must have been, to see and hold and operate the bombsight still scarred from the shell 
that killed his brother. “It makes me mad,” he admitted to a reporter afterwards, though he also 
confessed his considerable satisfaction in being able to follow up “on the job Jack started,” as he 
expressed it. 
Mark’s first flight aboard The Duchess was also his last aboard The Duchess, as the plane and 
crew prepared to return home. For Mark, remaining at Molesworth, two more missions followed 
over the next couple of weeks, one with the 427th Bomb Squadron to Antwerp and another, on 
May 13th, to northern France aboard FDR’s Potato Peeler Kids, a B-17F from Jack’s 359th Bomb 
Squadron whose pilot hailed, of course, from Idaho.    
The very next day, May 14th, Mark and his new crew awakened early for yet another mission. The 
target was the Friedrich Krupp Germaniawerft, Germany’s largest builder of U-boats. The 
submarine menace in the North Atlantic had made German sub yards and pens the primary target 
for 8th Air Force during the first five months of 1943. Indeed, that had been the target on Jack’s 
fateful mission to Vegesack back in March. And now, two months later, it was the target for Mark.  
The Krupp sub yards at Kiel were located in the harbor, along Germany’s Baltic coast. In what 
was briefed as “excellent flying weather,” the six and one-half hour mission to Kiel and back 
would first track north from Molesworth and then northeast across the North Sea, staying well 
clear of the mainland before turning southeast again to reach the coast just north of the mouth of 
the Elbe River. From there, the force of more than 100 B-17 Flying Fortresses loaded with high 
explosives and B-24 Liberators carrying incendiaries would traverse Holstein at the base of the 
Jutland peninsula before turning left, or north, over the harbor at Kiel, and then left again for the 
trek home. Unfortunately, the approach would carry the attacking force over what the mission-
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brief called a “substantial configuration of anti-aircraft batteries.” It would also put the attacking 
force within reach of the lethal Messerschmidt BF-109s and Fokker-Wulff-190s of 
Jagdgeschwader 26 – the crack German fighter unit the American fliers dubbed the Abbeville 
Boys. Because of the mission’s distance, some 460 miles each way, the attacking force would also 
be flying naked, without fighter escort. 
The Kiel attack was in fact a part of a larger attack that would strike simultaneously at targets 
across the low countries and the Ruhr. Combined with nighttime raids by the Royal Air Force, it 
would be the largest 24-hour attack to date. But as a ploy to disperse German air defenses, it did 
not work, at least for the Fortresses and Liberators attacking Kiel without fighter escort. Indeed, 
as soon as the bomber force reached the German coast, the “heavy” fighter attacks began – “more 
enemy fighters than I had ever seen before,” one waist gunner recalled. Estimates ranged from 
100 to 150 single- and twin-engine German fighters in the air that day, harassing the bombers 
relentlessly in running battles across the overland approach to Kiel and then back again, 
continuing far out to sea on the return leg home.  
Such was the fate of Mark and his mates aboard FDR’s Potato Peeler Kids. Developed and 
adopted earlier that month, the Missing Aircrew Report, or MACR, did not say much about the 
loss, noting cryptically that the FDR was “shot down by enemy aircraft” and “ditched near 
Heligoland,” a tiny German island in the North Sea west of Holstein. From crewmembers of the 
other planes in the squadron, a better if still sketchy picture takes shape. Like Jack, Mark 
accomplished his mission as bombardier, working through the German smoke screen and 
successfully releasing his load of ten 500-pound bombs over target for what post-attack analysis 
called a “devastating” blow to the sub works at Kiel. But at some point during the attack, the FDR 
sustained damage to its elevator, probably from flak. That was how it was with flak. Generally it 
did not kill aircraft outright but damaged them, thereby converting them into stragglers made 
vulnerable to fighter attack on the way home. For Mark and his nine crewmates aboard the FDR, 
struggling to maintain speed and altitude with the hope of reaching home, the appearance of the 
Abbeville Boys with their distinctive yellow noses and tails must have been chilling. As best they 
could, the other bombers from the squadron held back to provide support until, helplessly, they 
watched the FDR lose two engines and then spin out of control into the sea. Six, maybe seven, 
chutes were observed, and a lingering plume of smoke from the crash site suggested that the FDR 
had stayed afloat, at least briefly, but perhaps long enough for survivors to pull out a dinghy and 
provision it. Perhaps. Months later, the body of one of the waist gunners, Francis O’Reilly, washed 
up on shore, to be returned home to Arkansas for burial. Mark and the others were never found.  
Officially, Mark was listed as missing in action for nearly a year. Avis, after so many supposed 
sightings, eventually accepted that she had lost her oldest son. Indeed, in one cruel scam attempted 
on her in 1945, a caller claiming to be Mark’s friend offered Avis proof that Mark was alive in 
Poland. He would deliver the proof to Avis personally, the caller said, as soon as Avis sent him 
$100 for a train ticket. Avis reported the scam to the authorities. 
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By then, she and Rhude Sr. had divorced. Rhude moved to Menard. Avis remarried and moved to 
Alexis, Illinois. Their third son, Harold, served for a number of years as a police officer in San 
Angelo before moving eventually to Alexis. Like his parents, Harold had three sons, naming the 
first two Mark and Jack. Years later, Harold’s middle son, Jack, attended the naming of the sports 
and fitness center on Goodfellow Air Force Base in his uncle’s honor. As part of the ceremony, 
young Jack donated the flag that draped Uncle Jack’s coffin plus the dead reckoning computer 
Jack used in navigation. Both today are on display in the wing headquarters on Goodfellow. 
As for Mark, though his remains still lie at sea near Heligoland, his name lives on nearby, 
inscribed at the Netherlands American Cemetery and Memorial in Margraten, Netherlands. It is 
inscribed there so that we remember, and because it is important that we remember. It is important 
because, eventually, for all of our fallen, the day will come when there is no one left who knew 
them as they lived, when no one will be left to stand quietly before their graves, or to decorate 
them with flowers each year on Memorial Day. How many in the audience here today knew Mark 
Mathis personally? [pause] How many knew Jack? [pause] That’s why we do this, to ensure the 
day will never come when America forgets Mark Mathis or Jack Mathis or indeed their mother 
Avis, and what they did for our nation. That is why we are gathered here to today, to remember 
what they gave – and what they gave up – for freedom and humanity. 
A long time ago, speaking at just such a service as this, President Ronald Reagan said, “Most of 
those who died in defense of our country were boys when they died, and they gave up two lives – 
the one they were living, and the one they would have lived. They gave up their chance to be 
husbands and fathers and grandfathers…. They gave up everything for their country, for us. All 
we can do is remember.”  
Mark, we remember you. We remember 
what you gave. And we thank you. 
After the moving eulogy, San Angelo 
Mayor Brenda Gunter and 315th 
Training Squadron Commander Lt Col 
John Bergmans unveiled the memorial 
plaque. In the distance three cannon 
volleys rang out, followed by the echo 
of Taps being played. The ceremony 
concluded with bagpipes playing 
“Amazing Grace.” 
Heritage Chapter President JJ Graham 
was interviewed by a local television 
reporter, who later described the lack of 
a marker for Lt Mathis as a “grievous 
oversight, one that need correcting”. 

Lt Col John Bermans, 315th Training Squadron Commander and San Angelo 
Mayor Brenda Gunter unveil the memorial plaque honoring Mark Mathis. 
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Graham said “72,000 veterans of World War II never made it home 
and their bodies were never recovered. This is a small gesture but one 
that pertains to all 72,000 who were lost in service. It was a way to 
commemorate their memory and to show that their sacrifice was not in 
vain. The bronze plaque is the grave marker itself since the body was 
never recovered. It was a way to memorialize his service. So we 
contacted the VA and got a grave marker from them. And now we are 
having a ceremony to memorialize Lt Mathis.” 
Locally, the story of the Mathis brothers is well known. Mathis Field 
Airport was named in their honor. In the entrance hallway at the 
passenger terminal at the San Angelo Regional Airport hangs a plaque 
and portraits of both Jack and Mark. 
The organizers thanked all very much for attending and honoring the 

memory of Lieutenant Mark Mathis, and his gallant service. Many helped make this ceremony a 
fine tribute: members of Freedom Through Vigilance Association Heritage; EC47 History Site; 
City of San Angelo, Mayor Brenda Gunter; Sterling County and the city of Sterling City; 
Fairmount Cemetery; Angelo State University ROTC Color Guard; Goodfellow AFB Chaplin Lt 
Col Robert Borger; Ray Johnson and his Good’s Texas Light Artillery Brigade for the cannon 
salute; bugler Timothy Philips; bagpiper Chris Morgan; American Legion Post 572; airmen of the 
315th Training Squadron; Tip Hargrove, John Garrett, and Chris Ashcroft; Holy Angels Catholic 
Church who provided seating; Carl Bradley and Faith in a Flash Photography; and to the many 
others who came to honor Mark’s memory. 
Following are some photos commemorating the occasion. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

A solemn salute in honor of Mark Mathis from members of the 315th Technical 
Training Squadron 

Bugler Timothy Philips; bagpiper Chris Morgan rendering the honors. 
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Additional photos at 
https://www.vietnam50thcpp.com/photoGalleries/index/ww-ii-1lt-mark-mathis-memorial 

In other news, the EC-47 Memorial Plaza dedication, scheduled for 29th March 2021,is delayed. 
This is because of COVID-19 restrictions/protocols currently in effect on Goodfellow AFB - no 
large gatherings (10 +), limited base access for retirees. There is no expectation that this will 
change in the near future. The base is a federal facility and will continue to follow DoD guidance. 
We will update as conditions change and we are able to reschedule. 

The Cannon Crew 
The Cannon Crew in Action 

Heritage Chapter Member 
Larry Miller with the 

Wreath 

https://www.vietnam50thcpp.com/photoGalleries/index/ww-ii-1lt-mark-mathis-memorial
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Wasatch Chapter 
Salt Lake City, UT 

Jacob Scheid, President 
Shawn Heckman, Vice President 

Submitted by Linz Rassmussen 

 
FTVA WASATCH CHAPTER RIT NEWSLETTER 

The FTVA Wasatch Chapter continues to remain in touch via virtual and in-person meetings in 
2021. Here is a photo from the February 26th meeting. We look forward to the coming months 
when we will be able to participate in more events and activities. 

 
  

Belong. Volunteer. Connect. 
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Wasatch Chapter Member Spotlight: Eric Rasmussen 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

Name, Rank, 
AFSC 

Other 

Eric Rasmussen, SMSgt (Ret) 
1A8/1N3, Spanish Linguist 

Senior Scout AMS, AA, DLO 

What is/was 
your favorite 
office or 
position you 
have served in 
and why? 

My favorite position was as the 
Operations Superintendent for the 169th. 
It was great working with so many 
fantastic Airmen. Helping them grow as 
leaders and intelligence professionals. 
Watching them do amazing things every 
day.  

What is/was the 
best day of your 
military career? 

The best day of my military career is the 
day I met my wife. I had just returned 
from a deployment to Afghanistan and 
we all went to have a few drinks. Then 
this beautiful woman who worked at 
MPF walked in. I knew she was the one.  

How did you 
become 
involved with 
the FTVA 
Wasatch 
Chapter? 

About seven years ago, I contacted Lee 
Anthony to see how we could start up 
our own chapter of the FTVA here in 
Utah. A little while later Scott Lawson 
brought up the subject again and along 
with Nick Batura, Melanie Sparr, and 
me we created the Wasatch Chapter. 

What quote 
about leadership 
do you find 
inspirational? 

Ed Warfield was on my promotion 
board for SSgt. At the end of the 
interview, he slid a copy of AFI 36-
2618, The Enlisted Force Structure, 
across the table to me. On it he had 
written “Take care of your people and 
they will take care of you.” I kept that 
book with me every day after that to 
remind me what was important.  
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************************************************************************** 
 

 

Alamo Chapter 
San Antonio, TX 

Barnie Gavin, President 
Ken Maynard, Secretary/Treasurer 

 
 

The Alamo Chapter monthly meets and greets remain in hiatus for the past few months 
because of COVID-19. 

************************************************************************** 

Aloha Chapter 
Honolulu, HI 

John “Tilly” Toillion, President 
 

Aloha Dennis 

Sorry for the late response. Unfortunately, we did not have a 
meeting this quarter but will have one before the next suspense. 

John “Tilly” Toillion. 

************************************************************************** 

Mid-Atlantic Region Chapter 
Bob Bastian, Acting President, Treasurer 

 
The Chapter’s meeting remains in hiatus for the past few months because of COVID-19. 

************************************************************************** 
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Rocky Mountain Chapter 
Colorado Springs, CO 

Greg Roman and Stan Cook Co-Presidents 
https://www.facebook.com/groups/229888673742365/ 

 
 

The Chapter’s meeting remains in hiatus for the past few months because of COVID-19. 

*************************************************************************** 

Gold Country 
Chapter 

Yuba City, CA 
Stewart Harris, President 

The Chapter’s meeting remains in hiatus for the past few months because of COVID-19. 

*************************************************************************** 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

**************************************************************************** 

Peshawar Air Station Alumni Association Reunion 
Rescheduled to the April-May 2021 Timeframe 

**************************************************************************** 

REUNIONS & 
ANNOUNCEMENTS 

https://www.facebook.com/groups/229888673742365/
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FTVA VIGILANT PARTNERS 
P.O. BOX 691616 

San Antonio, TX 78269 
 
 

PLATINUM PARTNERS 
Mrs. Doyle E. Larson 

(IMO Maj Gen Doyle E. Larson) 
Prop Wash Gang 

 
 

GOLD PARTNERS 
Security Services Federal Credit Union 

Engrave-Tech & Graphics 
Anonymous 

(IMO MSgt Robert "Bob" Fenstermacher) 
 
 

SILVER PARTNERS 
Anthony F. Jensen 

Grover Jackson 
William F. Sheck 

Regis F.A. Urschler 
Bob & Debbie Cope 

“Picnic Partners” 
Donald Bundy 

Greg Radabaugh 
 

BRONZE PARTNERS 
Mark and Amy Hess 

Ronald Hentz 
(IHO Col Bob Cope) 

Jack V. Brewer 
E.W. Forbess 

 
 

PATRON PARTNERS 
CMSgt Roger Towberman 

James Mayer 
Charles Bishop 
John Toillion 

 
 

*//Platinum Partner $2,500 +//Gold Partner $ 1,000 - $2,499//// Silver Partner  $500- $999// Bronze Partner $ 250 - $499// Patron 
Partner $ 100 - $249 
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The following is a selected list of folks taking that extra step to Remain In Touch by signing in to 
the FTVA Website (www.ftva.us) in the past few months. 
---------------------------------------------------Tear Line--------------------------------------------------- 
Last Name - Joyce 
First Name - Jeremiah 
Email - Paxilman1@gmail.com 
Comments - Just checking in as I am still alive at 86. 
-------------------------------------------------Tear Line---------------------------------------------------- 
Last Name - Mower 
First Name - Patrick 
Email - pmower@dslextreme.com 
---------------------------------------------------Tear Line--------------------------------------------------- 
Last Name - Kanne 
First Name - David 
Email - KanneFamily@aol.com 
Comments - Information request to establish new chapter in Glendale, AZ (Near 
Luke AFB. 
 
Response: David, I have set up 3 Chapters for the FTVA so let me know if I can help. 
Barnie Gavin 
 
---------------------------------------------------Tear Line--------------------------------------------------- 
 

  

CHATTER ROLL 

http://www.ftva.us/
mailto:pmower@dslextreme.com
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The Next Issue of Remain In Touch 

will be posted in June 2021. Please 

send your inputs NLT 1 June 2021 

to Newsletter@ftva.us 

 

 

 

 

 

  



Remain In Touch                                                                                                                                   March 2021 

Remain In Touch                                                                                                                                   March 2021 
31 

****************************************************************************************** 
Adams, Barry Clayton, Amn, USAFSS 
Beck, Marvin Eugene, USAFSS 
Bledsoe, Richard Paul, SSgt, USAFSS 
Brown, John Reuel, MSgt (ret), USAFSS ***FTVA Lifetime Member 
Burns, Robert Perl, Capt (ret), USAFSS ***FTVA Member 
Crockett, Lawrence Rev. “Larry”, MSgt (ret), USAFSS 
Delk, David Lee, MSgt (ret), USAFSS 
Dibert, Thomas L., MSgt (ret), USAF 
Doig, Charles G., MSgt (ret), USAF 
Eskew, Linda Lee Magee, GS-13, USAF 
Gallagher, Bruce Roy, USAFSS 
Green, Ernest M., SSgt, USAFSS 
Hankla, Walfrid B., USAFSS 
Harris, J. Scottie, SMSgt (ret), USAF 
Hutchinson, Norman Winn, USAFSS 
Jacobs, Deonna Lynn, MSgt (ret), USAF 
Jones, Johnny R., USAFSS ***FTVA Lifetime Member 
Kaczynski, Victor Walter, USAFSS 
Kozik, Richard Vance, USAFSS 
Lechter, David P., USAFSS 
Maddux, Donald Harry, USAFSS ***FTVA Lifetime Member 
Masters, Donnie H., USAFSS 
Moon, Larry D., USAFSS 
Munier, Angelique R. “Angel”, USAF 
Porter, Leonard “Mel”, USAFSS 
Porter, Thomas, USAFSS 
San Miguel, Armando, SMSgt (ret), USAFSS ***FTVA Lifetime Member 
Schmidt Charles E., Air Intelligence Agency 
Shaver, Hallie Franklin, USAFSS 
Smith, William Martin, USAFSS 

FALLEN EAGLES 
Compiled by Joe Figueroa, Associate Editor 



Remain In Touch                                                                                                                                   March 2021 

Remain In Touch                                                                                                                                   March 2021 
32 

Taylor, Malcom G., USAFSS 
Turner, David Allen, USAFSS 
Warden, Okey Jr., CMSgt (ret), USAFSS ***FTVA Hall of Honor 1995 and Lifetime 
Member 
Wagoner, Russell D., MSgt (ret), USAF 
Welch, Otto D., USAFSS 
Wellman, Cecil Kraig, USAFSS 
Wiseman, Martin R., USAFSS 
Yawn, Gerald C., MSgt (ret), USAFSS ***FTVA Lifetime Member 
Yetto, Michael A., USAF 
 
***************************************************************************** 

Adams, Barry Clayton, Amn, 55, passed away Feb 1, 2015. He was 
born at Holloman Air Force Base in New Mexico and was raised in St. 
Helens, England. He is survived by his wife of 15 years, Linda; his step-
children, Thaisha, Dennis, Bryant, and Darren. //Obit - J.W. 
Woodward Funeral Home// 
Barry and I served in the USAF together at San Vito Air Station, Italy. 
He was a great friend to many at the Air Station. We both joked about 
dreaming about morse code way too often. Barry made sure we all 
became dedicated Manchester United fans. //Jed Rogers// 

His AFSC was 207X1 and assignments included San Vito Air Station Zulu Flight from 1980 to 
1981. His nickname was Baz. //Jed Rogers// 
***************************************************************************** 

Beck, Marvin Eugene, 88, passed away Sep 30, 2020. Marvin was the 
dedicated husband of the late Anne P. Beck for 59 years and a continuous 
inspiration to his three daughters: DeAndra, Sondra, and Danalee. He 
enlisted in the USAF where he joined the Air Force Security Services, 
learning Russian at Syracuse University and being deployed to Germany. 
//Obit - Austin American-Statesman// 
 

***************************************************************************** 
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Bledsoe, Richard Paul, SSgt, 82, passed away Nov 27, 2020. He joined 
the USAF earning a rank of Staff Sergeant. He proudly served in 
Anchorage, Alaska and Taipei, Taiwan. During his military career he was 
granted a top security clearance while working as a Morse code intercept 
operator. Dick is survived by his wife of forty-seven years, Ann. He is 
also survived by his sons Brian and Chris. //Obit - Nalley-Pickle & 
Welch Funeral Home & Crematory// 

***************************************************************************** 
Brown, John Reuel, MSgt (ret), age 74, passed away 
Nov 20, 2020. He served for over 22 years, retiring as a 
MSgt. John loved working as a crew member on the RC-
135. He was assigned to Lakenheath, UK, North 
Carolina, Texas, Nebraska, Greece and back to 
Nebraska during his over 22-year USAF career. He 
spent most of his career at Offutt AFB. Upon retiring 
from the Air Force in 1989, John took a job with 
Lockheed Martin in Fort Meade, MD. John is survived 

by his devoted wife of 51 years, Jean; son, Jonathan and daughter, Jill. //Obit - Leitz-Fraze 
Funeral Home & Crematory// 
It saddens me to report the passing of another fellow AMT and good friend. John R. Brown passed 
away the afternoon of November 20th. He waged a three-week battle with lung and kidney issues 
but his earthly body succumbed and he made his last sortie. John was a Lifetime Member of the 
AMTA and FTVA. Thanks for being a great longtime friend and crew member for many years. 
//Robert J White// 
I served with John for many years both in the Air Force and also in our retirement professions. 
John was a consummate professional who always too his work most seriously. Best of all he was 
a good friend throughout who could be counted on to aid in a crisis, which were numerous. I am 
grateful to have known him and his wife Jeanne. //Les Baney// 
***************************************************************************** 
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Burns, Robert Perl, Capt (ret), 79, passed away Dec 9, 2020. He 
retired after 22 years of dedicated service to his country. He is a Veteran 
of the Vietnam War where he earned a Vietnam Medal with Four Bronze 
Stars, Republic of Vietnam Gallantry Cross, Campaign Medal, 
Distinguished Flying Cross, Air Medal and a Meritorious Service 
Medal. Robert is survived by his loving fiancée of eight years, Mary 
Ann Shelton; sons, Robert, and Ronald; daughters, Allison, and Teresa. 
//Obit - Dellcrest Funeral Home// 
 

It is with great despair that I am notifying your organization of the passing of Mr. Bob Burns. His 
family wanted the American Legion to notify you. The information below is of services for Mr. 
Burns. //Darrell Gore// 
He flew on EC-47s, was later commissioned and was commander of the 6928th when it was co-
located with the 6990th at Kadena. //Jesse Coultrap// 
Dates of Service 1959-1981; AFSCs 292X1 and 8035. Assignments - Nov 59-Mar 60 6989th 
RSM, Misawa AB, Japan. Mar 60-Jan 61 6886 RSM, Wakkanai AS, Japan. Jan 65-Dec 66 
6917Scty Sq, San Vito, Italy. Dec 66-Dec 67 AFSCC/6993rd Scty Sq, Kelly AFB, Tx. Dec 67-
Nov 68, Det 1 6994th Scty Sq, Nha Trang, RVN. Nov 68-Jul 71, 6949th Scty Sq, Offutt AFB, Ne. 
Jul 71-Aug 72, 6940th Tech Tng Gp, Goodfellow AFB, Tx. Aug 72-Sep 74, AFSCC/AFEWC, 
Kelly AFB, Tx. Sep 74-Feb 76, 6928th Scty Sq, Kadena AB, Okinawa. Feb 76-Feb 77, 6990th 
Scty Sq, Kadena AB, Okinawa. Feb 77-Dec81, USAFSS/ESC/Commander’s Representative 
TAC, Langley AFB, Va. //James McLendon// 
***************************************************************************** 

Crockett, Lawrence Rev. 'Larry', MSgt (ret) 86, passed away Feb 3, 
2021. Larry served in the USAF at Bremerhaven, Germany on "A" and "C" 
Flights. He was one of the last to surrender the mission to the Navy/Marines 
at the end of 1968. He retired as a Master Sergeant after 22 years of service. 
Larry served as pastor at Ephesus Missionary Baptist Church. He is survived 
by his wife of 65 years: Roberta; 2 daughters: Lauren and Deborah; and son: 
Lawrence. //Obit - 6913th.org// 

***************************************************************************** 
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Delk, David Lee, MSgt (ret), 63, passed away Sep 6, 2020. He started his 
college studies in 1976, attended linguistics school in Monterrey, California 
and graduated from University of Maryland College Park in 1988. His 
military service in the USAF began in 1978 and was his opportunity to see 
the world. He never missed an opportunity to do so. It was during this time 
that he met his wife, Chong Hae, in South Korea and soon they would 
become parents to two children, Jonathon and Jennifer. Upon his retirement 
in 1999, he returned to the United States, rich with stories and souvenirs and 
memories of places far beyond his humble beginning. //Obit – Apollo 
Funeral// 

Dave Delk was a former Korling at Skivvy Nine. A great linguist, friend, and co-worker. Missing 
his sense of humor. //Dennis Buxton// 
***************************************************************************** 

Dibert, Thomas L., MSgt (ret), 59, passed away Oct 25, 2020. Tom 
proudly served his country for 20 years in the U.S. Air Force. He frequently 
vacationed to Crescent Beach, FL. 
He is survived by his partner, Lisa Darby; daughters, Kathryn Stanley 
(Dylan), Stephanie Dibert; //Obit – St. Johns Family Funeral Home// 
I was devastated to hear the Tom lost his long struggle with cancer recently. 
I remember TD very well as his squadron commander at the 488th 
Intelligence Squadron at RAF Mildenhall, UK from 1998 to 2000. TD was 
one of our best - a true battle hardened, veteran Airman who was an absolute 

expert in one of the toughest, most complex career fields in the US Air Force. But his considerable 
expertise and professionalism wasn't what I remember most about TD. It was his sense of humor 
and the calm that radiated from him when things got really tough. From having to make split 
second decisions to save fellow Airmen in the Kosovo Air War, to countless deployments to 
Southwest Asia to trying to keep his crew out of trouble in Crete, TD did his duty cheerfully, 
morally, and professionally. 
I know we will always miss TD but the good Lord put him on this earth for the right time when 
we all needed him. I know this Airman is very, very thankful he had TD at his side during some 
of the toughest fights in my career. //JAMES O. POSS, Major General US Air Force (retired) 
Head Bat 1998-2000// 
***************************************************************************** 
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Doig, Charles "Chuck" Gordon, MSgt (ret), 60, passed away Dec 14, 2020. 
Chuck enlisted in the USAF in 1979 and served faithfully and honorably for 
21 years as an Air Intelligence Agency Targeteer and Psychological 
Operations Analyst. A veteran of Operation El Dorado Canyon and Operation 
Allied Force, he also served as an Instructor of Technology and Military 
Science at Goodfellow AFB, San Angelo, Texas. He is survived by his sons, 
Travis, and Marshall. //Obit – Neptune Society// 
 

***************************************************************************** 
Eskew, Linda Lee (Magee) Eskew, GS-13, 78, passed away on Jan 25, 
2021. Linda had served 40 years at Goodfellow Air Force Base. Her 
positions included Cryptologic Linguist Measurement Evaluation Manager; 
Curriculum Chief for cryptologic linguists; and finishing her distinguished 
career as the Training Support Flight Chief, 316th Squadron, Goodfellow 
Air Force Base, Texas. She spearheaded the inception and acquisition of the 
initial linguist Voice Processing Training System (VPTS) Classic and has 
since been a pivotal part of the evolution of VPTS to become the 

Intelligence Training System, which is the backbone for all cryptologic training at Goodfellow. 
Her achievements include: 1997 CIA’s National Intelligence Certificate of Distinction, 1996 
AETC Outstanding Intelligence Senior-Level Civilian of the Year, 1996 17th Training Wing 
Civilian of the Year, GS-10 and Above, 1995 17th Training Wing Federal Woman of the Year, 
1994 17th Training Wing Training Development Section Chief of the Year. She is survived by her 
daughter Terrie and Marilyn. //Obit - Johnson's Funeral Home// 
***************************************************************************** 

Gallagher, Bruce Roy, 82, passed away Feb 22, 2021. He enlisted in USAFSS 
in 1960. After learning Russian at Indiana University, he was deployed to 
Hof/Sale (Germany). While there he enjoyed traveling to many European 
locations. He is survived by his beloved wife of 48 years, Margaret. //Obit - 
Cremation Society of New Hampshire// 
 
 
 

***************************************************************************** 
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Green, Ernest “Ernie” Michael, SSgt, 75, passed away Jan 3, 2021. In 
1967, Ernie enlisted in the USAF upon graduating from Siena College. 
During his time with the military, Ernie held the rank of Staff Sergeant as 
part of the 6910th security division, where he used his skills as a Russian 
linguist. After leaving the military, Ernie was a microbiologist with the 
Public Health Research Institute at the New York City Department of Health. 
There, he headed a project funded by the National Institutes of Health, which 
developed the pivotal animal model that led to the discovery of Kuru disease, 
the first described prion disease. This groundbreaking work led to Dr. 
Carlton Gajdusek winning the Nobel Prize in Medicine in 1976. Ernie is 

survived by his wife, Lauren Brasile, his daughters, Tina Green, Tracy, and Breean. //Obit – 
Newcomer Cremations and Funerals// 
***************************************************************************** 

Hankla, Walfrid B. 'Wally', 90, passed away Dec 9, 2020. He enlisted in 
the U.S. Air Force and served with the 41st RSM at Bremerhaven, Germany 
from 1951-55 on "A" Flight. He is survived his children: Barbara, Brian, 
and Peter. //Obit - 6913th.org// 
In December of 1950 he left the University and enlisted in the U.S. Air 
Force. His service included 2.5 years in Germany with the USAF SS, 41st 
RSM (Radio Squadron Mobile). He was honorably discharged in January 
1955. //Obit – Thomas Family Funeral Home// 

***************************************************************************** 
Harris, J. Scottie, SMSgt (ret), 52, passed away Dec 13, 2020. Scott 
served an honorable mission for the Church of Jesus Christ of Latter-Day 
Saints in Medellin, Colombia, South America. Scott married the love of 
his life Michelle Doyle on October 7, 1989 in the St. George temple. 
Following his marriage to his sweetheart he enlisted in the U.S. Air 
National Guard. Where upon he retired after 21 years of diligence. He 
truly loved his country. He was exceptionally kind, caring, generous and 
would always go out of his way to make you feel welcomed. He is 
survived by his wife Michelle, and children T.J.(Crystal), Kim (Justin), 
Amber, and Megan, and 7 grandchildren. //Obit - Southern Utah 

Mortuary// 
Sincerest condolences. Privileged to have served alongside Scottie in Utah. A true professional. 
He treated me like family when I was at the 169th Intelligence Squadron. Great times during our 
many stateside and overseas adventures. He was one of the main people responsible for making 
SENIOR SCOUT an iconic weapons system. //CMSgt (ret) Joseph “Pepito” Figueroa// 
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Scotty had a wonderful, nurturing approach to training...he was always calm, patient with the 
trainee, and worked to build their confidence. I liked to stand behind him on the airplane during a 
mission and listen to him working with a new operator...his professionalism and caring attitude 
always put me at ease. I’m very fortunate to have served with Scotty. My thoughts and prayers are 
with Michelle and his family. //Colonel Robert Slusser, ret.// 
Scott was a beloved member of the 169IS, veteran of many SENIOR SCOUT and FURTIVE 
BEAR deployments, instructor, evaluator, NCOIC of the SCOUT FTU and a good friend, good 
human being. The world is a little sadder today. //Tom Donovan// 
***************************************************************************** 

Hutchinson, Norman W. "Norm", 79, passed away Jan 2, 2021. He joined 
the USAF in 1960 and was an Air Operations Specialist and Morse Intercept 
Operator stationed in Pakistan. While serving, he was a member of the United 
States Air Force Security Service and was tasked with monitoring, collecting, 
and interpreting military voice and electronic transmissions from countries of 
interest. He is survived by his loving wife, Pat, his daughters, Monica, Vicky, 
and Robin. //Obit – Dignity Memorial// 
Wow, what a shock. We were friends and AF comrades since 1962. We 
always "stayed in touch" but sadly drifted a bit over the years. We had first 

weddings 2 weeks apart when stationed at Eglin AFB to 2 girls who were best friends (go figure). 
He was (for a very long time) my best friend and I loved him. This one really hurts. You will 
always be in my heart "Hutch" and I'm sure you're in heaven right now getting that place organized. 
You were the best. //Nick Nixon// 
***************************************************************************** 

Jacobs, Deonna Lynn, MSgt (ret), 44, passed 
away Jan 16, 2021. She enlisted in the USAF and 
served as an airborne language analyst for 20 years, 
retiring as a MSgt in December, 2016. She served 
2 combat tours in Iraq. She married her soulmate, 
Cody Jacobs, on Mar 7, 2009. She was kind, 
compassionate, fierce, and was a force to be 
reckoned with. Whether in the air or at home, she 
commanded a presence with the stunning 

luminosity that is her personality and love for everyone who had the honor of knowing her. She is 
survived by her loving husband, Cody, her daughter, Brittany, her sons Dalton, and Logan. //Obit 
– Valley of the Sun Mortuary// 
***************************************************************************** 
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Jones, Johnny R. Sr, 87, passed away Jan 19, 2021. He enlisted in the USAF 
where he served for 24 years. Johnny retired from the military and became a 
civil servant, working on Gunter A.F.S. and NAS JAX. Johnny loved 
entertaining his friends and was the consummate master of ceremonies, a skill 
he honed while moonlighting at the NCO club. He is survived by his wife of 
70 years, Arlene Blas; his 7 children Sharon, Johnny Jr, Debbie, Ken, Julie, 
Carl, and Cathy. //Obit – Florida Times Union// 

***************************************************************************** 
Kaczynski, Victor Walter, 82, passed away Jan 22, 2021. He joined the 
Air Force after high school and was sent to Syracuse University to study in 
the Russian Language program. He served in Shiroi, Japan and as an analyst 
at The National Security Agency. He is survived by his wife Marianne; 
daughter Elizabeth; son Greg. //Obit – The Buffalo News// 
 
 
 

 
***************************************************************************** 

Kozik, Richard Vance 'Koz', of Tucson, Arizona passed away October, 2020. 
Koz served in the U.S. Air Force on "C/Easy" with the 6913th RSM at 
Bremerhaven, Germany from 1962-65. //Obit - 6913th.org// 
 
 
 

***************************************************************************** 
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Lechter, David Price, 74, passed away Nov 12, 2020. During the 1960's, 
he served as intercept operator in the Air Force security services in 
Vietnam, Philippines, and Italy. With a joyful, charismatic personality and 
fluency in three languages, David made lifelong friends wherever he went 
and adapted easily to new environments. He is survived by wife, Pat, 
daughter, Angela. //Obit – Houston Chronicle// 
 
 

***************************************************************************** 
Maddux, Donald Harry, 91, passed away Jan 16, 2021. Mr. Maddux was 
a Retired Veteran of the United States Air Force with an Honorable 
discharge on December 31, 1979, serving overseas for over 27 years and 
was in the Korean War. He was a communications superintendent in the 
NSA for over 30 years. On November 10, 1957 he married Rob Berta Fay 
Broz in Montgomery City, MO, and have been married for over 63 
wonderful years. Mr. Maddux is survived by his wife, Rob Berta Fay Broz; 

son, Michael; daughter, Donna. //Obit - Schlanker Funeral Home// 
Donald Maddux passed away at the Harry S Truman VA Hospital in Columbia, Mo. last Saturday 
16 Jan 21. We both live in Montgomery City, Mo. I took him to the Misawa Reunion down in 
Branson, Mo. two or three years ago. I was in the 6937th in Sep 58 - Aug 59. Also in the 6960th 
59-61. //Donald Smith// 
***************************************************************************** 

Masters, Donnie H. (Don) Masters, 88, passed away Feb 15, 2021. He 
enlisted in the U.S. Air Force during the Korean war and was assigned to 
the U.S. Air Force Security Service in Germany for three years. He retired 
from the State of Tennessee as a community urban planner after 33 years 
of service. Surviving family includes his loving wife of 61 years, Mary 
Ann Simpson Masters, and daughter Lisa. //Obit – Spring Hill Funeral 
Home// 
 

***************************************************************************** 
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Moon, Larry D., 80, passed away Jan 28, 2021. Larry served with the 
U.S. Air Force at Bremerhaven, Germany with the 6913th RSM on "D" 
Flight as a Morse Intercept Operator from 1959-1962. He married his 
first wife, Sara Ruth (nee Byram) on February 3, 1963. They had two 
children: Jonathan Daniel and James David. They divorced in the late 
1960s. Larry married his second wife, Carolyn June (nee Yerby) in 
1970. (She died in 1993). Larry is survived by his third wife, Evelyn 
Marie (nee Levrett); 3 sons, 2 daughters, and 10 grandchildren. //Obit - 
6913th.org// 

***************************************************************************** 
Munier, Angelique R. “Angel”, 59, passed away Jan 27, 2021. Angel 
was a retired Air Force Veteran and served 24 years, traveling all around 
the world throughout her career. She is survived by her son Dakota 
Munier. //Obit – Dignity Memorial// 
So sorry to hear this sad news. Angel was magnificent! I am so grateful 
for the time we spent serving together at Beale AFB. I will always 
remember her larger-than-life persona and how she cared for the Airmen 
in her charge. //Rich Schemer// 
RIP my friend. I have great memories of our two tours on Crete and the 
Parties in Saudi Arabia. They were a blast. It was an honor to serve with 
you. //Pete Foti// 

Our thoughts and prayers are with you and your family during this sad time, Angel. I met you in 
1988 at Osan AFB Korea, you asked me to join the Skivvy Nine softball team and you were an 
Awesome player! I was the worst player in right field!! That’s why I was in right field...lol You 
were very sweet and kind to me being the only wife non-command sponsored. When you had 
Dakota, I remember babysitting him at Beale. Angel, you will be truly missed. Rest in Peace. 
//Angela Shaw// 
***************************************************************************** 

Porter, Leonard M. “Mel”, 79, passed away on Friday, 
Jan 15, 2021. Mel was a proud veteran of the U.S. Air 
Force. He was stationed in Scotland and was a Morse 
Code Interpreter. Mel is survived by his wife, Mona; twin 
sons, Erik and Barry; two step-children, Matthew and 
Kristina. //Obit – Wappner Funeral Directors and 
Crematory// 
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***************************************************************************** 
Porter, Thomas, 89, passed away Dec 8, 2020. In September 1949 he 
joined the US Air Force to see the world. While stationed in Germany he 
met and fell in love with his wife Hilda. He faithfully served the country 
for over 23 years in the US Air Force. While in the Air Force he initially 
served in the precursor to the Air Force Intelligence, Surveillance and 
Reconnaissance Agency. He then transitioned and served as an Air Force 
Weather Technician, and finally completed his military career as an Air 
Force Diagnostic Imaging Technician, or more commonly referred to as an 
X-Ray technician. Thomas is survived by three children. //Obit – 
www.legacy.com// 

***************************************************************************** 
San Miguel, Armando "Sam", SMSgt (ret), 90, passed away Dec 
19, 2020. Sam enlisted in the U.S. Air Force Security Service 
immediately after high school, and he would serve for 22 years. Sam 
was a Cold War warrior; he was part of the Air Force's signals and 
electronics intelligence efforts. His Air Force career took him to 
bases in the Aleutian Islands, Pakistan, Turkey, the United 
Kingdom, and finally to Goodfellow Air Force Base in San Angelo, 
where he was an instructor before retiring as a Senior Master 
Sergeant in 1970. He is survived by his wife Dora; his two sons, 
Armando and Renay. //Obit - Shaffer Funeral Home// 

***************************************************************************** 
Schmidt, Charles E., “Chuck”, 81, passed away Oct 1, 2020. Chuck 
graduated from the University of Oklahoma in 1962. Shortly afterward, he 
began a distinguished Civil Service career at Tinker AFB, OK and retired 
in 2001 from the Air Intelligence Agency at Kelly AFB, TX where he was 
an Electronic Engineer developing systems for the USAF. He is survived 
by his wife, Charlotte; daughters Carol and Christin; and step-sons Bradley 
and Jeffrey. //Obit - Sunset Funeral Home// 
 

***************************************************************************** 
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Shaver, Hallie F., 86, passed away on Jan 7, 2021. Hallie served in the 
National Guards, Co. L, 29th division in Staunton, Virginia for a year 
and a half before enlisting in the US Air Force and USAFSS for four 
years prior to his honorable discharge. He is survived by a son, Charles, 
and daughter Angela. //Obit – Wells Funeral Home// 

***************************************************************************** 
Smith, William Martin, Jr., 84, passed away Jan 27, 2021. He served 
with the U.S. Air Force at Bremerhaven, Germany on "A" Flight from 
1958-1960. He is preceded in death by his former wife, Ann 
Creighton. He is survived by his wife, of 29 years, Susan Thomas 
Smith; daughters: Tara and Sarna; step-son: Brandon. //Obit - 
6913th.org// 

***************************************************************************** 
Taylor, Malcolm G., 75, passed away Dec 17, 2020. Malcolm was a 
member of the United States Air Force from 1963 - 1975, and primarily 
served in Asia and the Middle East and was stationed in England. He was 
fluent in Spanish, Arabic and Mandarin Chinese. He is survived by his 
spouse Robyn, and children Michelle, Mark, and Barry. //Obit – 
Beinhauer// 
 
 

***************************************************************************** 
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Turner, David Allen, 65, passed away Sep 14, 2020. David was a United 
States Air Force (USAF 1978 - 1983) veteran and an accomplished artist, 
musician, and scientist. He graduated from the Defense Language Institute in 
Monterey, CA in 1979 after completing a 47-week Russian language course 
and served as an airborne linguist assigned to the 6990th Electronic Security 
Group at Kadena Air Base, Japan for several years. David is survived by his 
wife Kamilah of 30 years, his sons, Marley, and Dylan. //Obit – legacy.com// 

***************************************************************************** 
Warden, Okey Jr, CMSgt (ret), 85, passed away Jan 22, 2021. 
During his more than 30 years of service in the Air Force, Okey was 
awarded multiple honors. He is survived by his loving wife Helen; 
sons: Greg, Scott, Hector; daughter: Stephanie. //Obit – Schertz 
Funeral Home// 
Gene Sloat and Dave Hill sent an email that CMSgt (ret.) Okey 
Warden passed away this past Friday, 22 Jan 2021. He was the ESC 
Senior Enlisted Leader - 1983-85 and is a Hall of Honor member 
(1995) //Ted Colquhoun// 

Chief Warden was inducted into the FTVA Hall of Honor in 1995. //Joseph “Pepito” Figueroa// 
I was stationed with Okey at Korat, Thailand with a USAFSS unit from 1967 to 1968. He was one 
of the best fellows I had the pleasure to serve with. Rest in Peace Okey. //Greg Wilson// 
Our deepest sympathy on the passing of Okey. Our years together with USAFSS & ESC were 
very rewarding and memorable, especially when we were with the 6922nd at Clark AB. He was a 
good friend and will be missed by everyone. //Gene & Luz Sloat// 
I was heartbroken to learn of Okey's passing. We served in the same command for over twenty 
years. He was a great friend and trusted colleague. For many years we attended conferences in the 
Pacific and at Security Hill, San Antonio. A few years ago I was delighted to enjoy a luncheon 
with him and other Senior Advisors and Command Chiefs. May Okey rest in eternal peace is my 
prayer. //Tom Echols// 
A great Chief, role model, and mentor at Skivvy 9. His quiet demeanor and caring for ‘the troops’ 
will be missed. //Dennis Buxton// 
 
***************************************************************************** 
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Wagoner, Russell Dean, MSgt (ret). 81, passed away April 1, 2019. 
Russ joined the Marines for four years, then joined the Air Force for 
21 years. Russ was a crew member on C-130’s. Russ retired from the 
service then worked at E-Systems for 20 years. Russ leaves behind 
wife, Monica; daughter, Kelly Jo; son, Scott. //Obit – Lynch Funeral 
Services// 
He was an Airborne Maintenance Technician. Assignments included: 
Dec 1964-Dec 1967 6916th Scty Sqdn Rhein Main AB, Frankfurt, W. 
Germany, Dec 1967-Dec 1970 1985th Scty Sqdn, EielsonAFB 

Fairbanks, Alaska. //Joseph “Pepito” Figueroa// 
***************************************************************************** 

Welch, Otto Ditson 'OD', 'Dit', 84, passed away Oct 15, 2020. He served 
with the U.S. Air Force at Bremerhaven, Germany with the 6913th RSM 
as a radio operator on Charlie Flight from 1955-1959. Survivors include 
his son: Eric; daughter: Melissa. //Obit - 6913th.org// 
 
 
 

***************************************************************************** 
Wellman, Cecil K., 91, passed away on Feb 16, 2021. On January 10, 1951 
Cecil enlisted in the United States Air Force. After basic training in San 
Antonio Texas, tech schools in Cheyenne Wy and Scott Field Illinois, he 
was selected to serve in the USAFSS – A Silent Warrior. While stationed 
at Brooks AFB in 1952 he was chosen to go to Bushy Park England. He is 
survived by his daughter, Gail; sons, Craig and Kent. //Obit – Mission 
Parks Funeral// 
 

***************************************************************************** 
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Wiseman, Martin Raynor 'Marty', 86, passed 
away Dec 27, 2020. He served with the U.S. Air 
Force with the 6913th RSM at Bremerhaven, 
Germany from 1953-56 on "A" Flight. He is 
survived by his wife: Nancy; sons: Martin Jr. 
and Michael Ray. //Obit - 6913th.org// 

***************************************************************************** 
Yawn, Gerald C., MSgt (ret), 87, passed away Dec 25, 2020. Jerry retired 
after 23 years of service. He was a Russian and German linguist supporting 
U.S. intelligence operations. He was mostly stationed in Germany, 
including two tours in Berlin, in addition to tours in England and Japan. He 
was predeceased by his wife of 65 years, Tommie (Riley) Yawn in 2018; 
and is survived by daughters Rhoda and Rhonda. //Obit – Mission Parks 
Funeral Home// 
 

***************************************************************************** 
Yetto, Michael A., 70, passed away Oct 31, 2020. Michael enlisted in the 
US Air Force in 1970 and was honorably discharged in 1976. He was 
based in Italy and served as a Russian linguist. He is survived by his wife 
Diane; sons William and Daniel. //Obit – Catricala Funeral Home// 
 
 
 
 

***************************************************************************** 
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Join FTVA Today 
 

Go to the FTVA Website and click on the link 
 “For a Membership Application” 

 
Or send an email to: 

membersupport@ftva.us 
 
 

Renew Your Membership Today 
Using PayPal 

 
We have created the capability to now accept electronic membership payments and any 
other funds/donations using PayPal. If you transfer money to funds@ftva.us in PayPal 
https://www.paypal.com/us/home, the money will go directly to the FTVA account and the 
treasurer will automatically be notified. This is a step to increase the ways you can get money 
to the FTVA and reduce the burden on you. 
 
 
 

For more information simply send an email to: 
membersupport@ftva.us 

 
 
  

http://www.ftva.us/
mailto:membersupport@ftva.us
mailto:funds@ftva.us
https://www.paypal.com/us/home
mailto:membersupport@ftva.us
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WE ARE I S R 
Past Present Future 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

 
 

 

THE FREEDOM THROUGH VIGILANCE 
ASSOCIATION 

 
THE FTVA IS A PRIVATE, NON-PROFIT CORPORATION ESTABLISHED IN 1981. WE ARE 
DEDICATED TO THE SUPPORT AND PERPETUATION OF SOCIAL, EDUCATIONAL AND 

HUMANITARIAN SERVICES FOR THE USAF AND 16TH AIR FORCE. 
ALL FORMER AND CURRENT MILITARY OR CIVILIAN MEMBERS OF 16TH AF AND ITS 

PREDECESSOR COMMANDS OR AGENCIES ARE ELIGIBLE FOR MEMBERSHIP. SURVIVING 
SPOUSES OF DECEASED PERSONNEL ARE ELIGIBLE FOR ASSOCIATE MEMBER STATUS. 

 
 
 

WE ARE YOU!! 


