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Dear Members, 
As the year draws to a close, I want to simply say 
“thanks” for all each of you have done for our Association 
and the AF ISR Agency.  You are the backbone of an 
organization charged with preserving a heritage and 
caring for our own—both past and present—and I’m 
extremely proud to represent the FTVA and its 

membership.  We’ve experienced another incredible 12 months, highlighted by 
an unforgettable reunion weekend.  We’ve improved membership services 
through our Chapters, website, and social networks, and increased our support to 
the AFISRA through your diligence and our corporate partners.  Despite these 
successes we’ve also shared grief and loss, with the passing of over 140 FTVA 
brothers, sisters, and close relationships.  Our actions ensure that their legacies 
are maintained, and never forgotten. 
 
Jen and I wish a warm, safe, and healthy holiday season for each of you.  We 
pray that 2011 will be joyous and prosperous, and we’ll find you happy and well 
when our paths cross.  Please keep our current generation of ISR warriors 
uppermost in your thoughts as they continue to face long deployments, family 
separations, and deep personal sacrifice.  They deserve more than we can 
possibly give—it speaks volumes that almost half were voluntarily 
commissioned or enlisted during a period of war or conflict. 
 
Again, thanks for all you do to make the FTVA successful and relevant to our 
membership and the AF ISR Agency.  We look forward to seeing many of you at 
the Spring Fling! 

Remain in touch,   �
��������	�
��

****************************************************************** 
HOW YOU EXPERIENCE CHRISTMAS 
DURING THE FOUR STAGES OF LIFE: 
 
1)   You believe in Santa Claus. 
 
2)   You don't believe in Santa Claus. 
 
3)   You are Santa Claus. 
 
4)   You look like Santa Claus.  
 

The President’s Corner 
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Dear Members,  
We would like to bring your attention to the 
FTVA Member Support article on page 3 
offering the RIT in softcopy format via e-mail.  
Also, as indicated on the inside front cover of 
this issue, there is now a ‘partner-in-crime’ to 
help put our Newsletter together.  Wayne 
Tallant has answered the call for an Associate 
Editor.  Wayne will compile/edit the high-
interest Fallen Eagles section.  After passing 
his editor’s ink pen to me three years ago, Dap 
graciously continued to help out by compiling 
all the obits.  For over two decades now, Dap’s 

unselfish, dependable, and dedicated stewardship of this Newsletter has been an 
example of service before self which continues to motivate our efforts.  Many 
thanks, amigo.  Thanks also to Wayne Amman of AFISR/PA for his inputs to the 
annual reunion activity accounts with special acknowledgement to William 
Belcher and Ted Koniares for their photos on Security Hill and at the Banquet.  
Hats off to all of you who provided accounts and photos for the many reunion 
reports.  This issue is chock full o’ something of interest ranging from the 
humorous to the more serious.  Happy Holidays.   
                          Sincerely,   

�����������������
���� 
 
 
    
Information in the form of letters, notes, fax, e-mail, or by phone is accepted 
as true and factual.  In order to include as much information as possible, 
some of it may be edited for brevity or may be delayed for later publication.  
Publishing of any article or notice in this Newsletter does not assure accuracy 
or endorsement by the Association or Agency. 
 
******************************************************************* 
Paraprosdokian  Sentences:   A paraprosdokian is a  figure of speech  in 
which the  latter part of a sentence or phrase is surprising or unexpected in a way 
that causes the reader or listener to reframe or reinterpret the first  part. It is 
frequently used for humorous or dramatic effect.  

 

“If I agreed with you, we'd both be wrong.” 
 

Or 
 

War does not determine who is right -- only who is left! 
 
 

EDITOR’S DISCLAIMER 
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On several occasions over the past few years, the FTVA Board of Directors has 
discussed the option of providing your Remain in Touch newsletter in softcopy 
format to those members who prefer it.  To date, all of those overseas members 
with internet capability have been offered this e-mail option on a trial basis. A 
few have tried and accepted the soft copy option.  Now, Bob Baert, our 
Membership Chairman and Webmaster, has agreed to make the adjustments 
associated with implementing such an effort world-wide. Once you notify Bob 
that you want to receive your quarterly issues of the RIT in softcopy pdf format, 
you still have the option later on to go back to receiving the hard copy booklet 
via regular mail.  If interested, please e-mail your request to receive future 
RIT issues in soft copy to: Bob Baert membersupport@ftva.org   
  

PLEASE LET US HEAR FROM YOU!! 
 

******************************************************************* 
From: "John Oles" <johnsoles@gmail.com // September 17, 2010 
Rass, 
Boneman here from Thailand.  You guys are making me feel guilty every time I 
open my mailbox and find a newsletter or email listing that's costing you guys $3 
and change to send.  I'm perfectly happy with the email copy....it's not really 
necessary, but it'd be nice if you sent an email notifying us that the newsletter is 
available on line for viewing.  I trust you'll find plenty of creative ways to use the 
savings in mail to help out the organization.  Still alive and enjoying retirement 
in Thailand.    Boneman    John Oles     

______________________________    
 
                    

 
From: Matthew Murphy  
<matt.murphy@au1.ibm.com> 
To: FTVA <newsletter@ftva.org> 
Hi Rass,  Appreciate the hardcopy Book 
Format.. :-)  much better than struggling 
with the current PDF.   Regards from 
“The Land Down Under.” 
                                                            Matt     
******************************************************************* 

A vulture boards an airplane, carrying two dead raccoons. 
The stewardess looks at him and says, 

“I'm sorry, sir, only one carrion allowed per passenger.” 
 

FTVA MEMBER SUPPORT 
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As the alumni organization for the Air Force ISR Agency and all of its 
predecessor agencies and commands, the Freedom Through Vigilance 
Association created the HOH in 1983 to pay tribute to individuals who have 
served with great distinction and contributed immeasurably to successful mission 
accomplishments in the Air Force and, in particular, ISR.  To date, 159 
individuals have been inducted into the HOH.  At this year’s induction, CMSgt 
(Ret) Bob Sherwood HOH Chairman, introduced FTVA's president, Mr. Lee 
Anthony, who expressed gratitude and respect for each of the 2010 inductees.   
 
The inductees, Gen. (Ret.) Michael Hayden, former Air Intelligence Agency 
commander, Director of National Intelligence and Director of the Central 
Intelligence Agency; Lt. Gen. Craig Koziol, former Air Force ISR Agency 
Commander and current Deputy Under Secretary of Defense (Intelligence) for 
Joint and Coalition Warfighter Support and the Director of the Department of 
Defense ISR Task Force; Chief Master Sgt. (Ret.) Edward Barnes, former 
Command Senior Enlisted Adviser for all US Air Force Security Services 
European units and Headquarters Electronic Security Command's Non-
Commissioned Officer-In-Charge Deputy Chief of Staff for Operations; and 
Chief Master Sgt. (Ret.) Donald Hatcher, former Command Chief Master 
Sergeant for AIA, were all praised for their contributions to the Air Force and 
the ISR community during a ceremony held at the Security Hill Ardisana 
Courtyard. 
 
Gen (Ret) Michael V. Hayden 

General Hayden is, without a doubt, the most well-rounded 
intelligence officer this country has ever produced.  From 
his days as the Commander of the Air Intelligence Agency, 
to his selection as the Director of National Intelligence, to 
his culminating assignment as the Director of the Central 
Intelligence Agency, no individual was as prepared to 
transform the national intelligence structure and prepare it 
for the future cyber warfare era.  Due to General Hayden's 
foresight, American civil rights have been maintained 

while simultaneously preparing and safeguarding the Nation against cyber 
threats. During his nearly forty years of active duty military service, General 
Hayden's integrity, professionalism, intellectuality and thoughtful decision-
making propelled him into highly-visible, top level positions of the Federal 
government wherein he earned the respect and confidence of principals within 
the national intelligence community, the Congress, the President and the Nation's 
allies around the world. Citizens of the United States are safer today because of 
the efforts of General Hayden.  
 

   FTVA   HALL OF HONOR INDUCTIONS 
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Lt Gen John C.  Koziol 
Lieutenant General Koziol is the Nation's premier Air 
Force Intelligence Officer. He has kept the current and 
potential future contributions of the AF Intelligence, 
Surveillance and Reconnaissance Agency and the legacy of 
its predecessor organizations at the forefront of the Air 
Force and national intelligence. He transformed the Agency 
from a dying entity into the ISR powerhouse that it is today. 
Because of his transformational efforts, our ISR collections 

process is second-to-none. The USAF and the AF ISR Agency lead the way in 
protecting forces on the ground, in the air, and in cyberspace. As a result of 
General Koziol's actions, the AF ISR Agency is postured to take on even more 
responsibilities as it grows and expands to over 21,000 personnel. General 
Koziol's selection as the 2008 Secretary of the Air Force Zuckert Award winner 
is a testament to his leadership. This award is the highest management award a 
serving general officer can receive. During his 34-plus years of active duty 
service, General Koziol's outstanding professionalism and respect within the 
national intelligence community, as well as accomplishments for and within the 
AF ISR Agency, have contributed immeasurably to the successes of the AF ISR 
Agency.  
 
******************************************************************* 
CMSgt (Ret) Edward L. Barnes 

Chief Master Sergeant Ed Barnes is one of those rare 
individuals who consistently exude professionalism, 
competence, self-confidence and leadership. Possessing an 
aura of authority and an imposing recruiting poster image, 
everyone listened when he spoke because his message had 
to be important. He was at the forefront of the development 
of four major projects: (I) Air-to-ground-to-air secure 
communications systems embodied by the ANfURC-53; (2) 

WHITEWOLF Advisory Support instructions to protect reconnaissance aircraft 
and aircrews; (3) the lay-down of USAFSS collection assets in Europe; and (4) 
the initial cadre that developed the COMFY OLYMPICS program (now entitled 
the Major General Doyle Larson SENSOR OLYMPICS program). More 
significantly, and of greater value to the command, he served as a teacher, 
leader, guidance counselor, motivator and mentor of young Airmen, NCOs, 
senior NCOs and officers. The consummate professional who demonstrated the 
highest standards, Chief Barnes effectively used his positions of Command 
Senior Enlisted Advisor for all USAF Security Services European units and 
Headquarters Electronic Security Command's NCOIC Deputy Chief of Staff for 
Operations as bully pulpits to set the standards of performance, decorum and 
leadership.  
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CMSgt (Ret) Donald W. Hatcher  
Chief Hatcher's superior performance and commitment to 
excellence were evident throughout his 30-year career, 
beginning with receiving individual recognition as the 
command's top Czech linguist, through his mid-career 
accomplishments as a super-technician and outstanding 
trainer/ educator, and concluding with his effectiveness as a 
leader and manager. Never satisfied with the status quo, 
Chief Hatcher worked tirelessly to improve enlisted training, 
intelligence operations and morale & welfare around the 

globe. His numerous command-level and Air Force level accolades, including 
selection as one of the USAF "Top 12" Outstanding Airmen of the Year, are 
testaments to his enduring and far reaching achievements which will positively 
impact the enlisted corps for years to come. Whether a linguist "sitting rack", 
operations superintendent at one of the Air Intelligence Agency's largest 
overseas units, managing technical training in the joint environment, or the 
Command Chief Master Sergeant for the Air Intelligence Agency, Chief Hatcher 
set the standard in all endeavors.  
// (Note:  Compadres, The Air Force Institute of Technology (AFIT) has reviewed Don 
Hatcher’s book, Pillars of Strength.  Thought you might be interested.  Review avail at:  
http://afri.au.af.mil/review_full.asp?id=97                  Cheers,  Alan R. Dowling)// 
            ___________________________ 
 

Command CMSgts Support HOH Inductees 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

   Cmd CMSgts Ricker, Wesloh, Barnes, Hatcher, Hill, Sherwood, & Warden     
(above) gathered for a photo at the Gateway Club following the AFISR/FTVA 
2010 Reunion Banquet.  
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Lt Gen Deptula speaks at Goodfellow AFB Officer Graduation (AFNS) --

 The morning of Sept. 30 saw 20 officers receive 
intelligence specialty badges upon graduating from 
the Air Force intelligence officer course here. The 
Sept. 30 graduation had a special twist: it was the 
first time the Air Force deputy chief of staff for 
intelligence, surveillance and reconnaissance was on 
hand to award the graduates their badges.  
 Lt. Gen. David A. Deptula, the Air Force's first DCS 
for ISR, traveled to Goodfellow AFB to spend his 
last day in the Air Force by passing the torch of 
service from his generation to a new one.  "There's 
nowhere else I'd rather be than here today," General 
Deptula said. "Intelligence is a career field that's 

always been important, but (it's) one that's absolutely critical to the difference 
between victory and defeat in our struggles of today and in meeting the 
challenges of tomorrow."  
The general revamped the Air Force intelligence enlisted personnel structure, 
created new training programs in Air Force intelligence analytical skills and 
instituted many professional ISR development programs. He added Air Force 
human intelligence units, centers of excellence for targeting and ISR, and 
championed growth in intelligence personnel roles during a period of overall 
personnel reduction.  
General Deptula told the new graduates "while today we honor you as a select 
group of individuals, let me remind you that you are part of a larger team: a team 
of Airmen from all career fields and at all levels -- and from other services and 
governmental agencies as well. This teamwork makes us the most dominant 
force on earth -- the force that the rest of the world still looks toward when 
tyranny, terror or tragedy strikes."   The general offered to change places with 
anyone in the class.  "I would love to do it all over again, as the Air Force has 
truly been a great way of life," he said.                   (Courtesy of 17th Trng Wg 
Public Affairs) 
******************************************************************* 

NSA lifts veil on Ft. Meade expansion 
            By Elisabeth Hulette, Capital Gazette Staff Writer 

 
The National Security Agency's planned expansion in west county will cost 
billions of dollars and bring thousands of people to the area, according to a 
recently released draft environmental impact statement.  At minimum, the project 
will cost $2.07 billion and bring in 6,500 workers to a 1.8 million-square-foot 
building. At most, it could cost $5.23 billion and use 11,000 people in a 5.8 
million-square-foot building. 

  USAF NEWS 
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“1948 – 2010   A Continuing Legacy” 

 
       This year’s issue of A Continuing 
Legacy details the events from the activation 
of the United States Air Force Security 
Service through the Electronic Security 
Command, Air Force Intelligence Command, 
Air Intelligence Agency, and Air Force 
Intelligence, Surveillance and 
Reconnaissance Agency.  More than eight 
years after the 11 September 2001 terrorist 
attacks on America, the AFISR Agency was 
still firmly entrenched in the fight against 
global terrorism. By becoming a truly multi-
disciplined intelligence organization in a 
time of war, the AF ISR Agency has gained a 
permanent place in the annals of USAF and 
American Military history.  This publication, 

now in its sixth edition, began in 1997 to help commemorate the 50th 
Anniversary of the USAF.        Copies may be obtained by contacting the following: 

       AF ISR Agency History Office Lackland, AFB, Texas 
       Published by AFISR AGENCY/HO 
       102 Hall Boulevard, Ste 112  San Antonio, TX 78243 
       Tel: (210) 977-2303 FAX: (210) 977-6191 

******************************************************************* 
Japan’s Nuclear Policy Established Over Forty Years Ago 

 
 In January 1968, Japan’s Prime Minister Eisaku Sato announced as government 
policy the three anti-nuclear principles (hikaku sangensoku) in which Japan 
renounced the possession, production, and introduction of nuclear weapons into 
the country. The anti-nuclear principles were part of a four point nuclear code:   
In addition to the hikaku sangensoku, Japan would work for nuclear 
disarmament, depend on the American umbrella for protection from hostile 
nuclear powers, and develop nuclear power sites solely as civilian resources. 

 

* * *AFISR AGENCY NEWS* * * 
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Senior Scout Model Dedicated 
           Submitted by Wayne Amann AFISR/PA (Redacted) 

9/28/2010 - LACKLAND AIR FORCE BASE, Texas -- Inclement weather 
could not dampen the spirits of AFISR members, past and present, who 
rekindled their heritage at a trio of special events Sept. 24 at the agency 
headquarters. 

The activities were part of the 
Freedom Through Vigilance 
Association's 29th Annual Meeting 
celebrating the 62nd Anniversary of 
the United States Air Force Security 
Service.   Rain forced the relocation 
of the C-130E/H Senior Scout Model 
Dedication Unveiling from the 
Ardisana Courtyard to the Bernard A. 
Larger Auditorium, where tribute was 

paid to the pallet-mounted communications and electronic intelligence system, 
which is compartmentalized for installation in a standard C-130E or H cargo-
carrying aircraft.   One former crewmember, retired Senior Master Sgt. Lee 
Anthony, has many fond memories thanks to his more than 12,000 flying hours 
aboard the Senior Scout during his distinguished 23-year military career.  "I see 
the faces behind the system," said Mr. Anthony, now the FTVA alumni group 
president. "Today we add to the legacies in the courtyard."  The model joins 
seven other aircraft replicas ringing the courtyard. It was crafted by Lockheed 
Martin and bears a plaque on its base donated by the FTVA which explains what 
the Senior Scout is, what it does and who has manned it through the years.  
Instead of unveiling the model in the courtyard, photos of it were displayed on 
the auditorium's video screen. 
           _________________________ 
 
Intelligence Upgrade: The Air Force has awarded Lockheed Martin a $4.4 
million contract to upgrade the workstations in the Distributed Common Ground 
System, according to a company release. The DCGS is a series of intelligence 
centers spread out worldwide in which USAF analysts process imagery and 
signals intelligence from both manned and unmanned reconnaissance aircraft. 
They pass intelligence products from there on to combat troops on the front 
lines. In the past, these analysts were not able to easily exchange data between 
multiple platforms. Under the initial task order, Lockheed will upgrade 200 work 
stations so analysts may use both UNIX and Windows-based software 
applications simultaneously, from a single work station. The new workstations 
all will include four-panel, color LCD monitors, allowing analysts to 
simultaneously view multiple full-motion video feeds, said company officials. 
(For more on DCGS, read ISR Revolution from the June issue of Air Force 
Magazine.) 

_________________________ 
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Subject: AFI 14-128 (AF SCC) is Published 
From: Dowling, Alan R  
Comrades,    AFI 14-128, Air Force Service Component Command (SCC) has 
just been published: 
   http://www.e-publishing.af.mil/shared/media/epubs/AFI14-128.pdf  
  
Many of us were involved with championing SCC (formerly Service Cryptologic 
Element/SCE) authorities and responsibilities in discussions with Air Force 
leaders and organizations who had limited experience or understanding of the 
cryptologic enterprise.  AFI 14-128 will help smooth future discussions and 
issues.    Regards,              Alan R. Dowling 

              Lead Analytics Associate 
 
******************************************************************* 

 
 
 
 
From:  Luther Deese (Life Member) 
Date:  08/20/2010 
Pretty good news.  I went in at noon yesterday for a heart 
stint and was out by 8:30 last night (had expected to remain 
o'nite).  Dr. Feldman (Ocala's finest ticker tickerer -- he was 
my dad's doctor not so long ago) only needed to implant 
one stent (titanium coated with a year's worth of some kind 

of slow release medication) in an artery that had been over 80% blocked and is 
now 100% unblocked! 
  
Follow-on -- I'll probably need to see my regular heart doctor on an annual basis, 
take stress tests as needed (supplemented with echo-cardiograms) and based on 
those results either go for another year or determine whether an additional stint 
or so might be indicated. Dr. Feldman says the heart muscle is strong (always 
good to hear).      The most welcome news was that there would be no need to 
crack open my breastbone and do open heart surgery.  Not that there's anything 
wrong with that -- just something I'd prefer to avoid if at all possible. My dad 
had triple by-pass when he was just a year older than I am now.    Many thanks 
to all my many well wishers -- your emails, phone calls and visits made me feel 
quite special (fully realizing , of course, that will all wear off soon enough and 
I'll have to get back to working on reunions, large and small, and other chores as 
they arise).  
    Cheers,  
 

      Luther   http://mywebpages.comcast.net/ldeese/ 
 
 

BEDSIDE MATTERS 
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From:  ricknelson@cox.net//Sept 22, 2010 
Rass, 
Earlier this year I was diagnosed with Idiopathic Pulmonary Fibrosis and 
Pulmonary Hypertension.  Since March, I have been undergoing testing for 
placement into the Lung transplant program.  We were notified on Friday 
September 3 that I had been accepted into the program and was formally "listed" 
on Tuesday, September 7, 2010.    If called, the INOVA Fairfax Hospital 
Transplant Center will perform the transplant.  Fairfax hospital has an amazing 
record and staff.  We have met and been interviewed by everyone in the process 
from the Surgeons to the Pulmanologist, Cardiologists, Nurses, Social Workers, 
Pulmonary Rehab specialists and transplant recipients.  This will be a single lung 
(right) replacement.    With this type of procedure, they go in between the ribs 
instead of having to crack the chest.  This provides a lot less post operative 
stress.    The normal stay in the hospital following transplant is 10 days.  We are 
very optimistic that we will have a good outcome.  We have spoken to two lung 
transplant recipients, one three years after and another 4 months after transplant.  
Both received their lungs 6 weeks after listing and are doing very well.  The 
average wait time for a lung at Fairfax is 3 months.  Transplant is not a cure, it is 
a treatment option and we believe that this is the best option since both diseases 
are progressive with no good outcome.  If you are interested more information 
about the transplant program can be found at 
 
 http://www.ustransplant.org/csr/current/Centers/TransplantCenters.aspx?organ=
Lung                                              
                                           ___________________________ 
 
Oct 25, 2010 Follow-up:  We have just completed week 7 on the transplant 
waiting list for a lung.  No phone calls and no practice runs.  Will continue to 
post status at least weekly.    Rick 
   ____________________________ 
 
Nov 2, 2010  Follow-up:  It’s the start of week 9. Everything remains pretty 
much the same. Continue with appointments and rehab and waiting for “the 
call”. We appreciate all of your thoughts and prayers. We will continue to update 
weekly.      Rick 
   ____________________________ 
 
From Joe Wesner (Life Member) 
Subj:  CMSgt (Ret) Jim Butler 
Forwarded from Jim’s wife FYI.  Don't know if all of you know Jimmie.  He is a 
good friend and highly decorated Air Force veteran.     Joe. 
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Sent: Monday, October 18, 2010 Subject: Jim's health 
Jim is not doing very well.  He had back surgery on Oct. 12th and came home 
the next day.  He went back into the hospital yesterday, Oct 17th with pneumonia 
(sp?).  He may also have heart problems.  They are still doing tests.  I'll send 
more info when possible.  Don't respond at this time.  I'll be at the hospital with 
Jim.                  Jane 
   __________________________ 
 
Subject: Jim's health much better  October 19, 2010 
Jim is doing much better.  They gave him "3" antibiotics by IV for a day and a 
half and he really responded.  We are not sure what caused all the problems, but 
we suspect the medicine he was on, or not on, after the back surgery.  He is 
moving on his own power and walking as told to do for the back surgery.  I'll 
send another email when he gets home.          Jane 
   __________________________ 
 
Subject: Jim is home  October 22, 2010 
Jim came home from the hospital yesterday and slept well last night.  He is 
getting his strength back and can move around easily without much pain 
medicine.  He is still on oxygen and special medicines to help his lungs regain 
strength and fully inflate (as much as can be from a smoker).  He knows he has 
to quit smoking now and hopefully he can.  He is back to using the computer, so 
it is OK to send him items again.               Jane 
 
******************************************************************* 
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Heritage Chapter Monthly Meeting and Social 
 
 
 (Right) This is a 
photo taken at the  
Heritage Chapter 
Meeting and Social 
on 2 September 
2010, at Lin's Grand 
(Chinese) Buffet in 
San Angelo. For a 
small group we sure 
have lots of fun. 
         
                
      (Designated photographer: Diane Ross) 
Seated Front Row:  Ed Bendinelli, Karen Bingham, Corky Bingham, Wayne Bascom.  
Seated in back: Jim Cox (peeking around Karen), Larry Miller (peeking around Corky), 
Al Wankowski, Marilyn Wankowski (hidden behind Wayne), Nancy Larson, Chae 
Bascom.  Standing: JJ Graham and Larry Ross (Chapter Secretary & sometimes reporter) 

_____________________________________ 
 

Goodfellow SFS Member Receives Purple Heart (seven years later) 
                 by Connie Hempel 

          17th Training 
Wing/PA 

9/20/2010 - GOODFELLOW AIR FORCE BASE, Texas -- It was 2003 and he 
was in his second year of enlistment. The Airman nervously 
exited the plane on to the abandoned airstrip ready to 
embark on his first deployment. Little did he know his first 
deployment would be an assignment that will stay with him 
forever and earn him the medal many service members never 
want to get. Instead of accepting the soccer scholarships that 
offered him a free ride through college, he was doing a job 
he felt would give him more out of life - military security 
forces. 

A few days into his tour in Iraq, he and his team were charged with securing an 
A-10 Warthog aircraft on a parking ramp. While sitting in the turret of his 
HUMVEE, he heard a loud explosion and saw a bright flash - a mortar exploded 
nearby; these are his last memories of that day.   As he tried to piece together the 
sequence of events that followed, he said it seemed like a movie shown from an 
old projector screen with slides.  On Sept. 17, 27-year-old Staff Sgt. Dustin 
Vigil, 17th Security Forces Squadron, received the oldest military decoration in 

FTVA CHAPTER NEWS 
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the world as Brig. Gen. Scott Bethel, Strategy, Integration and Doctrine Director 
and Deputy Chief of Staff for Intelligence, Surveillance and Reconnaissance at 
Headquarters U.S. Air Force in Washington, D.C., presented him with the Purple 
Heart for injuries he sustained from the mortar explosion, injuries he continues 
to suffer from to this day. 
 
"I don't recall much about the day it 
happened," Sergeant Vigil said. "When the 
mortar hit I was in the turret of the 
HUMVEE. When I woke up, I was being 
dragged. When I woke up again, I was 
inside the medic's tent." 
What stands out the most in his mind from 
that day is the sound followed by a flash, 
nothing else. "It's scary because it's human 
nature to want to be in control of everything, but at that moment in my life, I lost 
all control," he said. "That still bothers me today."  The explosion threw 
Sergeant Vigil 10 feet from his mounted gun turret. His team ran to where the 
bloody, unconscious Sergeant Vigil laid and immediately dragged him to the 
medic.   Three days later, he began suffering from severe migraines and noticed 
swelling on the left side of his head. Both symptoms began to make it harder for 
him to do his job.   Although Sergeant Vigil has undergone two brain surgeries - 
2004 and again in 2007 - he still suffers from headaches, neck and back pain 
every day. He was diagnosed with traumatic brain injury in 2007, but said he 
wouldn't change a thing if he had to do it over again.    It has been seven years 
since Sergeant Vigil was injured from the mortar attack and he has moved to two 
different duty stations since. MSgt. Timothy Loveland, 17th SFS, said having to 
obtain Sergeant Vigil's medical records from each base delayed the process of 
finally getting Sergeant Vigil his proper recognition.  //Ed Note//This story was 
included here to remind us all of the challenges faced daily by our military sons 
and daughters serving on the active battle lines in the war on terrorism.//  
   ____________________________ 
 

(Left) Groundbreaking 
ceremonies for the new Joint 
Intelligence Training Facility 
at Goodfellow AFB were held 
Oct 6, 2010.  The new 50K sq 
ft facility will house 26 
classrooms and should be 
completed by Spring 2012. 
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Gold Country Chapter, Yuba City, CA 

                                                                    by Richard J. Sacchetti, Chapter President 
 
Members of the "Gold Country Chapter (GCC)" of FTVA will be involved with 
the upcoming Veteran's Day Parade, which is held every year in Marysville, Ca 
on November 11.  There is fantastic representation from the men and women 
serving our country in the USAF and stationed at Beale AFB, Ca; the home of 
DGS-2, the U-2 and the Global Hawk, et al...  Last year there were 
approximately 150 entries to the parade, with other branches of the service; 
USMC, USA, USN, USCG, the Veteran's of Foreign Wars, The American 
Legion, Blue Star Mom's as well as local Police, Sheriff's, Fire Department and 
First Responders represented.  It makes for a Great Day!  Our GCC Treasurer, 
Russ Clark is still very much involved with the Beale Community Organization 
Group, which continually fights to keep Beale AFB off of any closure lists; and 
to keep a good open relationship between the local community and the men and 
women assigned to Beale.  Am continuing to volunteer for the American Legion, 
the Veteran's of Foreign Wars, the Military Order of the Cootie (the honor 
degree of the VFW).  Also recently became a Committee Member for the local 
Boy Scouts of America (I really loved everything about it as a youth making  
Eagle Scout). 
FYI:  For anyone out there interested in joining the GCC/FTVA, we hold our 
meetings at 1830 on the second Monday of the month - contact Richard 
Sacchetti at (530) 713-3564 for the location, as it changes month to month. 
Rass - Thank you again for maintaining the Newsletter, as it does bring and keep 
all of us together.     Remain in Touch,   Ric 
         ____________________________ 

FYI: Update on SrA Colton Read 
 
From:  Ronald Haygood AFISR Agency/A5C 
Date:  9/30/2010 
There's No Place Like a Home: SrA. Colton Read and his wife Jessica got 
blind-sided with a pleasant surprise Wednesday when they showed up at a 
housing community in New Braunfels, Tex., only to discover that they were 
the recipients of a new, mortgage-free home. Read was serving with the 9th 
Intelligence Squadron at Beale AFB, Calif., when complications from gall 
bladder surgery led to the amputation of his legs. He and Jessica have been 
living at Fort Sam Houston, a part of Joint Base San Antonio, during 
rehabilitation at the base's Center for the Intrepid. "It's unbelievable. It means the 
world to me," said a grateful Read as he toured his new 1.1-acre lot, reported 
San Antonio's KENS TV station. ( http://r.listpilot.net/c/afa/5offssm/2f9u2 )  
Operation Finally Home donated the home. This non-profit organization honors 
wounded and disabled servicemen, veterans, and widows of fallen soldiers by 
giving them new, user friendly homes.  The Read’s expect to relocate sometime 
in the Spring of 2011.      
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Aloha Chapter, Honolulu, HI 
            by John Toillion, Chapter  President 
 
The Aloha Chapter had its most recent get together on September 30th at the 
Hickam O’Club. Even though we had a small turnout, Al Teel, Steve and 
Marivic Crain and myself, we enjoyed another super Mongolian BBQ dinner 
followed by some “talk story” time concerning two subjects that may be 
interesting to the rest of our FTVA Ohana (aka “family” in Hawaiian).  
 
During the week of August 16-20, Steve Crain attended a special event at 
Hickam AFB which recognized a once super secret program called “Catch a 
Falling Star” better known to many as the “Corona” program. The 692nd IS was 
the official host for the reunion and a number of events throughout the week. 
Both the Test Group, which was deactivated in 1986, and Squadron participated 
in this reunion. A plaque was dedicated at Atterbury Circle on August 19 which 
was 50 years to the day or the first successful "catch" of a capsule. Guest speaker 
was the Director of the National Reconnaissance Office, Bruce Carlson. A 50th 
Anniversary dinner was held at the Hale Koa that evening. Steve also shared a 
video he took of the dedication event and said his personal involvement with the 
Test Group is that Steve’s brother was a Flight Engineer and Examiner for the 
JC-130 aircraft. Steve provided the following link to an article written by Al 
Blakenship that explains the “Catch a Falling Star” program in more detail:  
 
http://www.hookelenews.com/catch-a-falling-star-historical-top-secret-mission-
will-celebrate-50th-anniversary/ 
 
Our second topic of the night was information I provided about the Honor Flight 
Network (HFN) program that was started back in 2005 by Earl Morse (gotta love 
that last name), a retired Air Force Captain and Physician’ Assistant. As a PA, 
Earl was providing care for several WW II vets and when he started asking them 
if they’d ever been to Washington DC to see the new memorial built in their 
honor he found none of them had. Earl took it upon himself to get a group of his 
flyer’s club to donate their time and resources to start taking these vets to DC at 
no expense to the vets. HFN has now grown significantly as a non-profit 
organization created solely to honor America’s veterans for all their sacrifices. 
The heroes are transported to Washington, DC to visit and reflect at their 
memorials at no cost to them. Family members or friends volunteer to go along 
at their own expense to act as chaperones. Top priority is given to the senior 
veterans – World War II survivors, along with those other veterans who may be 
terminally ill. Of all the wars in recent memory it was WW II that threatened our 
very existence as a nation. Now with over 1000 WW II veterans dying each day, 
our time to express our thanks to these brave men and women is running out. 
 
My interest in sharing this topic was twofold. First, to give visibility to HFN here 
in the islands where there are hundreds of WW II vets and secondly, to see if  
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there may be some interest in our Chapter’s involvement as we continue to look 
for ways to generate more Chapter interest and involvement by active duty 
counterparts. I have been in contact with HFN and have found there’s no 
program here in Hawaii…yet!  Here’s a link to HFN’s website for more 
information:  http://www.honorflight.org/ 

     Until then……..ALOHA!    Tilley 
 
******************************************************************* 

National Capital Chapter, Washingon D.C. 
                   by Jan Leach, Chapter Spokesperson 

 
The National Capital Chapter is planning its election of executive officers in conjunction 
with its annual end-of-year holiday activities.  Look for the announcement of newly 
elected Chapter  leadership in the March issue of RIT. 
 
******************************************************************* 
 
 
 
 
April 28 – May 1,  2011 
The 36th Fall of Saigon Party/Vietnamese Linguists 
Location: San Angelo, TX 
POC: Joe Turney (parrotjet@yahoo.com) 
Larry Miller (lpmiller668@yahoo.com) 
Comments: Annual “Doggers” reunion for Air Force Vietnamese linguists, in 
San Angelo, TX Apr 28 – May 1, 2011. Goodfellow AFB tours and briefings, 
golf outings, and a cookout at Lake Nasworthy Recreation Camp.  Arrangements 
at Fairfield Inn and Staybridge Suites.  Reservations on a first-come, first-served 
basis.  Yahoo Groups (http://groups.yahoo.com/group/USAFDoggers). 
________________________________________________________________ 
August 4-7, 2011 
6994th Security Squadron  
Location: Colorado Springs, CO 
Information:  www.6994th.com   POC:  Rich Krejsa (rkrejsa@bellsouth.net) or 
Rick Yeh (blk67cougar@comcast.net). 
________________________________________________________________ 
Aug 18 – 21, 2011 
USAFSS Roll Call Reunion 
Location: Laurel, MD (Near Baltimore-Washington International Airport) 
POC: Jim Kaus (For further developments see My Family Roll Call Website) 
Comments:  We will have a program in the hospitality both nights.   Friday night 
is fun stuff, and Saturday night has General Heithold scheduled as speaker. 
________________________________________________________________ 
 
 

REUNION INFORMATION 
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Sep 22 – 24, 2011 
ANNUAL FTVA Reunion San Antonio, TX 
POC: president@ftva.org 
Information:  http://www.ftva.org 
Comments: Reunion packets will be mailed to the membership along with the 
annual Member Directory in July. 
________________________________________________________________ 
Sep  22 – 24, 2011 
Airborne Maintenance Technicians Ass’n (AMTA) Reunion 
Location: San Antonio Airport Hilton to coincide with the 2011 FTVA annual 
reunion activities.  See AMTA website for further information. 
POC: Johnnie Estes e-mail jte1@amtassociation.org 
_______________________________________________________________ 
Sep  22 – 25, 2011 
6918th Scty Gp Hakata, Japan  
Location: San Antonio, Texas  Lodging: Holiday Inn Riverwalk  
POC: Bill Mink (Dawg Flt 1965 to 1967)  
10 Cross Trees Rd.     Brick, NJ 08723 E-mail: will.mink@gmail.com  
Ph.  (732) 477-3761  (732) 477-3761 or  (201) 838-0881  (201) 838-0881  
For continuing updates on reunion agenda visit: www.6918thhakata.com, 
______________________________________________________________ 
Oct 12 – 16, 2011 
6927th RSM Onna Point, Okinawa 
Location:  Branson, MO 
POC:  Please visit http://6927.53merc.com for developing information. 
______________________________________________________________ 

 
Misawa Project Selects 2011 Reunion Planning Committee 

 
 (Left) The planning committee for next 
year’s Misawa Project Atlanta Reunion 
met on August 7th and officially became 
known as Team “Southern Tomodachi.”  
There are a few missing that will be 
introduced at a later date. We will strive 
to put together a very good party for 
everyone next year. Details later.  (John 
Godfrey) 
See: My Family Misawa Project website. 
 

(L-R)  Jim Boone, Linda Boone, Rebecca Martin, Linda Hollingshed, Janelle Tucker, 
Joyce Godfrey, Jane Doolittle, Rene Bergeron, Harold Hollingshed, Chuck Stancil, and 
Bob Bergeron. Wayne Babb left before photos were taken. 
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FTVA/AFISRA 2010 Reunion Golf Tournament 
by Joe Hurst, FTVA Tournament Chairman 

 
Once again we gathered in Castroville, Texas at the 
Alsatian Golf Course for the Reunion Week golf 
tournament, this year on September 23rd.  The weather 

cooperated better this year than in recent memory.  While rain threatened 
throughout the day, it held off until after we finished but did keep our 
temperatures in the low 90s.  We had 144 people compete in the tournament this 
year, with two groups on each tee box—a full field.  A special thanks to Major 
General Hiethold, the commander of the AFISRA, for again playing in the 
tournament and bringing many of his people from Security Hill. 
 
The golf course was in wonderful shape this year due to the fine work of the 
Alsatian staff and the very temperate weather this year.  The Alsatian staff, led 
by Head Professional Jeff Bober, did their best to make the tournament a 
success—from cooperating with all our requests for support, adding free rounds 
of golf to our door prizes, to giving our players free range balls for pre-round 
practice.  Harla Backer and her kitchen staff did a wonderful job with the BBQ 
served after the round.  Special thanks again to our volunteers who help prepare 
for the tournament each year.  The man we always count on, Armando Zepeda, 
was there again this year working hard to get the goody bags out and doing so 
many things to make it go smoothly.   We did a shotgun start at a few minutes 
past noon and had everyone off the course by just after 5:00 PM.  Prizes were 

awarded during the BBQ to the 
top nine teams and the 
unfortunate foursome that came 
in last.  In addition, prizes were 
awarded for longest driver and 
closest to the pin on two holes.   
 
The winning teams included: 
 
1st Place: 
(L-R)    Mickey Markowitz,  
Dan Howell,  Dean Daigle,  
Mike Robertson 
 
 
 

REUNION REPORTS 
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2nd Place:   
(L-R)  Earnie Lazard,  Ron 
Moyer, Greg Skeckowski,  Earl 
McDonald 
 
 

 
 
3rd Place:  
(L-R) Terry Almeter, Jim Shaffer, 
Greg Mahoney, Vern LIghtell 
 
 
 

 Longest Drive:  Jim McLendon (second year in a row!) 
Closest to the Pin on Hole 6:  Ken Winter 
Closest to the Pin on Hole 12:  Sam Thompson (second year in a row) 

 
Security Service Federal Credit Union once more provided a significant cash 
donation to the tournament, along with the goody bags and most of the things in 
the bags.  Our other significant cash donation was from the Freedom Through 
Vigilance Association.   

See you at the 2011 tournament.     Joe 
 

******************************************************************* 
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ANNUAL REMEMBRANCE CEREMONY 
           Submitted by Wayne Amann AFISR/PA (Redacted) 

 
A clearing sky welcomed the day's 
second event, the Remembrance 
Ceremony held in the shadow of the 
EC-47 aircraft static display. 
Maj. Gen. Bradley Heithold, Air Force 
ISR Agency commander, officiated the 
gathering that honored those Airmen 
who gave their lives to the agency's 
vital intelligence mission and our 
national security. Fifty 'Silent Warriors' have been killed in action since 1953.  
The term 'Silent Warrior' refers to members of the United States military who 
served under the Air Force ISR Agency, Air Intelligence Agency, Air Force 
Intelligence Command, Electronic Security Command or United States Air Force 
Security Service throughout the organization's 62 year history.   "We're here to 

celebrate their accomplishments, 
remember their sacrifices and 
reaffirm our commitment to 
protecting this great nation," 
General Heithold said. "And don't 
be fooled by the word 'silent.' The 
Air Force ISR Agency's 'Silent 
Warriors' were and are in the fight 
as much as traditional war 
fighting components. The many 
who've died remind us of that 

fact." 
 
(Right) In Remembrance, Joe Hurst, assisted by 
Barnie Gavin, read names of those active duty 
and retired intelligence professionals who passed 
away the previous year.   

 
(Left) This was 
followed by a 21-gun 
salute, the playing of 
Amazing Grace by the Alzafar Highlander Pipes and 
an F-16 missing man fly-
over by the Lackland Air 
Force Base 149th Fighter 
Wing of the Texas Air 
National Guard. 
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"Due to the secretive nature of our 
mission most Americans will never 
have the opportunity to understand or 
appreciate the sacrifices of the 'Silent 
Warrior,' but we're here to honor them 
on behalf of the American public," 
General Heithold added. "Liberty will 
never be safe from harm, but she is 
protected. Today's 'Silent Warriors' will 

defend her because it's our sacred legacy handed down from those who we pay 
tribute to today." 
 
******************************************************************* 

 
REUNION PICNIC AT STAPLETON PARK 

 

 
 

After the conclusion of the 
Remembrance Ceremony by the C-
47 displayed in front of the AFISR 
Agency headquarters buildings, a 
crowd gathered in Stapleton Park on 
Security Hill for the annual reunion 
picnic.  CMSgt (Ret) A.J. Harrison 
and his stalwart crew of drink 
distributors served a thirsty group.  
Several concessions provided 
burgers, nachos, etc. while a DJ 
played a varied musical selection in 
the background. 
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(Right) The FTVA Central 
tent has become a traditional 
stomping ground for attendees 
to visit with board members, 
renew their memberships and 
catch up on FTVA activities. 
 

 
 
 

 
(Left)  J J Graham found some highly 
interesting photos provided by the Command 
History Office to take back to the Goodfellow 
Heritage Chapter in San Angelo, TX. 
 

 
 
(Right) Jim Stevens, Lt Gen 
Koziol and Bill Doolittle  
compare the past and current 
state of  military intelligence. 
 

 
(Left) Gisela Bullard, Sheryl 
Jeanfrau and Carolyn Gulzynski 
are enjoying the chance to catch 
up and chat. 
 
 
 

(Photos provided by Perry Bullard) 
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(Left) As usual  the area 
around the refreshment 
stand was pretty popular 
for picnic goers.  The 
high humidity and warm 
afternoon sun made for a 
“hot time at the park”. 

 
 
(Right)  A.D.  Coulter brought his 
WWII leather jacket to the picnic.  
He’s a real ol’ timer with patches 
from both sides of the USAFSS world 
dating from the 40’, 50’s and 60’s.  
 
The picnic is always a great time to 
see and visit ol’ buddies, tell tall tales 
and to make new friends. 
 

The reliable USAFSS Worldwide Roll Call alumni group gathered for 
their annual reunion in San Antonio this year.  They always have a great 
time together with their “Friday Red” Roll Call shirts were a festive 
addition to our picnic activities. 
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Senior Scout Static Display Tours 
 

Visitors got an unclassified 
glimpse at the inside of an EC-
130 Senior Scout aircraft Sept. 
24, courtesy of the 169th 
Intelligence Squadron from the 
Utah Air National Guard. The 
tour was part of the Freedom 
Through Vigilance Association's 
62nd Anniversary week 
activities. 
A shuttle bus provided picnic 
goers with a chance to go down 
Security Hill to the Lackland 
Flight line for close-up briefings. 

 
Picnic attendees were given an unclassified 
tour of an actual EC-130 Senior Scout, 
equipped with its shelter/container, parked on 
the Kelly Annex flight line.  
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2010 FTVA/AFISR ANNUAL REUNION BANQUET 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
On Saturday evening, almost 300 attendees gathered at the Gateway Club on 
Lackland AFB for the annual FTVA/AFISR Banquet celebrating the 62nd 
anniversary of USAFSS and its successor commands.  After Mr. Michael 
Lewis’s strong rendition of the National Anthem, FTVA Vice President Ron 
Haygood  led the Pledge of Allegiance. Heading up the distinguished attendees 
was our guest speaker for the evening, General (Ret) Mike Hayden, former CIA 
Director. Also joining us in the audience was Lt Gen Craig Koziol, Deputy 
Undersecretary of Defense for Warfighter Support, and from the AFISR Agency 
were Maj Gen Bradley Heithold, Command CMSgt Rick Ricker and Director of 
Staff Ken Williams along with former Vice Commander Brig Gen Grover 
Jackson and Brig Gen Charlie Bishop.  Each of the 2010 Hall of Honor 
inductees was then introduced. After a moment of silence for those serving our 
nation in harms way and especially those who have made the ultimate sacrifice, 
Command Chaplain Col Gerald Hogue gave the invocation. A tasty dinner was 
then served while  MSgt Darrin Dziergowski from the AF Band provided 
background music on the piano.  Rass performed Emcee duties again this year. 
 

 (Left photo) 
After dinner, our guest 
speaker, Gen (Ret) Mike 
Hayden presented his 
views on the threat of 
cyber-terrorism around the 
world. Rapid advances in 
modern communications 
technology pose multiple 
challenges to those 
engaged in our military 
intelligence mission. 
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(Left) Air Force ISR Agency 
Ambassadors 2Lt Monica 
Verdoza (L) and TSgt Michael 
Johnson (R) outflanked FTVA 
Treasurer Bob Cope during the 
Banquet dinner break. 
 
 

 
(Right) Gen Hayden (center) 
found time to visit with many of 
the attendees.  Here he’s shown 
with Mr. & Mrs Garza-Mihalski. 
 
 

 
(Left) A near-capacity 
crowd of almost 300 
guests filled the 
Gateway Club’s main 
ball room for this 
year’s Reunion 
Banquet.    
 
 

(Right)   
Ever popular Ed Jolly 
held court at a table 
full of  smiling, happy 
faces. 
 
Attendees commented 
that the Club’s new 
sound system was a 
vast improvement over 
years past. 
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ASSOCIATION OF SPANISH FLIERS – 2010 ‘BEANER’ REUNION 
                                                          By Segundo “Espy” Espinoza & Lee Anthony 
 
The annual Association of Spanish Flyers (AKA Beaners) reunion took place 
September 23-26, 2010 in San Antonio, Texas in conjunction with the Annual 
FTVA celebration.  Spanish Linguists, Beaners, MK’s, and yes, a few 203’s 
enjoyed three days of brotherhood, libations, and pure San Antonio fun.  A 
Thursday night “Besos y Abrazos” (Hugs and Kisses) get together at the Holiday 
Inn JAIL hotel kicked off the celebration which went on late into the night. 
Friday festivities included attendance at the Remembrance Ceremony and the 
dedication of the Senior Scout memorial.  A great time was also enjoyed by all at 
the FTVA picnic and the tours of the Senior Scout display.   

 Many of the “Old Beaners” 
(Photo Left) had not been 
fortunate enough to keep up 
with the modernization of 
the Recon fleet, such as the 
Senior Scout and were more 
than amazed with the 
system’s technical advances, 
and even more impressed by 
the crew of the 169th IS who 
dazzled them with their 
expertise, mission updates, 
and explanation of how the 

MK’s and the system were worldwide assets.   Kudos to the Senior Scout crew, 
many of them current Spanish Linguists, for building on the Beaner legacy of 
hard work and carrying on our steadfast tradition of service to our country. 
 
The now Annual Beaner Golf Tournament got kicked off right after the Picnic 
was ending and was thoroughly enjoyed by those insane enough to go out and 
endure the high heat and humidity of the day.  A grand assortment of 11 Beaners, 
relatives, and associates took to the links on Lackland AFB to establish golfing 
bragging rights for 2010.  Last year’s defending champion, Gary “Felix” Unger 
made the trek from Omaha to defend his 2009 title, and made a gallant run 
despite his obvious physical handicaps and a massive hangover.  Highlights 
included the high pressure that was initially applied by Bart Toulouse, which 
ended with his first drive, and a truly gutsy effort by Scotty Winn, which 
featured a remarkable two consecutive in-bounds shots.  In the end, the portly 
redhead from Philly, Eric Wolf, slugged through the heat, mud, and a series of 
blind, lucky shots to fend off all challengers and take home the title.  Many 
would have thought that Eric would be proud of his accomplishment, and 
expected a degree of arrogance during the post-game interview.  Wolf merely 
hitched up the size 50 inch waist of his overalls and muttered, “Man, am I glad 
Lee Anthony had a conflicting appointment and couldn’t be here!”   The 
merriment continued Friday night and was kicked off to a higher level of “San 
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Antonio Puro Party” with a social gathering on the Riverwalk at Mad Dog’s Irish 
Pub, as over 40 Beaners and Senior Scout friends made the scene at the Pub.  As 
in 2008, the establishment’s management was absolutely ecstatic with the 
group’s drinking prowess and deep pockets.  Names will not be called, but 
numerous pictures are available via the social networks for those who “need to 
know”.  It was a proud night, and many ended the event with a 4:00 a.m. 
margarita and michelada breakfast at Mi Tierra’s—a San Antonio landmark. 
 
Many of us attended the Hall Of Honor induction ceremony on Saturday and 
paid honor to the tradition of being present as warrior comrades were saluted and 
celebrated for their contribution to the overall command intelligence mission.  
For the Beaner Reunion, the highlight on Saturday was the Award Luncheon 
held at Cha-Cha’s Mexican restaurant and attended by a large contingent of 
Beaners, Honorary Beaners, and Beaner Associates.  Two awards were 
presented during the ceremony.  The first award, the “Young Gun Award” is 
presented to an active Air Force, AF Reserve, or AF National Guard MK who 
epitomizes the legacy and tradition set by the Spanish Linguist force throughout 
the years thereby setting the example for the young MK force to follow.  This 
year the Young Gun Award was presented to TSGT Kenneth “Ken” Hindman of 
the 93rd IS.  TSGT Hindman was nominated by CMSGT Joseph “Pepito” 
Figueroa and seconded by CMSGT Fred Kerzik.  Chief Kerzik presented the 
much deserved award to TSGT Hindman.  TSGT Hindman later remarked that 
in his estimation, the Young Gun Award was the “Heisman Trophy” of the MK 
world and that he was highly honored to be the recipient of the award.  The 
second award, the “Gracias Award” is presented to a retired Beaner or Beaner 
associate who is credited with going above and beyond the call in promoting and 
supporting the Spanish Linguist cause and effort, as a leader and an exemplary 
role model to all Spanish Linguists past and present.  The award is voted on and 
the nomination made by a Committee of Senior Spanish Linguists.  Recipient of 
the Gracias Award for 2010, we are very proud to announce, is Retired Colonel 
Bob Cope.  Col. Bob was cited for the guidance and support he provided during 
his association with the Beaner mission in two different occasions, as an Ops 
Officer and then as Commander of the flying units.  In addition, Col. Bob was 
also honored for his continuing support of the currently active and retired Air 
Force organizations and personnel at worldwide locations.  Remarks during and 
post reunion were all highly favorable.   The main question being asked by many 
present was – Where are we having BR 2011 and when?  Plans are in the making 
and the decision for the location and dates of the next reunion will be made 
around February, 2011.  A great time, as usual, was had by all.  The Association 
of Spanish Flyers extends our gratitude to all who attended, especially those 
Hermanos who traveled from distant locations to be together in brotherhood.  
  

                    Hasta La Proxima !!! 
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        2010 World Wide Roll Call 
     ANNUAL  REUNION 
 

September 23 – 25th found Jim Kaus and the stalwart 
group of  USAFSS World Wide Roll Call members 
gathering in San Antonio, TX for their annual 
reunion.   Waco Wetterman hosted this year’s shindig 
with Bob Askew’s help. The group enjoyed a special 
banquet Friday evening and everyone enthusiastically 
joined in the FTVA reunion activities that weekend. 

 

(Above) General Heithold presented these Roll Call members with certificates of 
thanks for their service in Viet Nam.  (L-R) Homer Waring. Lynn Hebeler. Bill 
DeCamp. Gen. Heithold. Bill Deal. Jim Willis and Jim Cox and then  
(Below) Jim Kaus presented Pioneer Awards and caps to all those attending the 
reunion whose military service began 50 or more years ago. 
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At the annual Roll Call reunion 
each year, founder Jim Kaus 
(Below Right), presents a 
personalized ‘Pioneer’ certificate, 
(Left) signed by the AFISR 

commander, to those Roll Call 
members attending  the reunion whose 
service began 50 or more years ago.  A 
“pioneer” cap is also provided from the 
Roll Call organization.  
 

(Above)  The group of Roll Call Pioneers who attended this year’s reunion. 
 
******************************************************************* 

 
2010 Reunion 2nd RSM—Darmstadt, Germany from 1949-1955 

 
From: John Puterbaugh, Past Reunion Committee Chairman and Hap Arnold , 
Present Reunion Committee Chairman  
Date: July 4, 2010    
The reunion was held at the Crowne Plaza Hotel in downtown Dayton, Ohio 
from Monday April 26. 2010 through Wednesday April 28, 2010 and although a 
small number attended it was an overwhelming success. 
 
 A total of 49 individuals attended - 22 former 2nd RSMers plus 17 spouses 
and/or significant others or children. 
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The following attended the 2010 2nd RSM Reunion 

Lloyd and Angela Riddick     Virg and Kay Fordham 

Galen and Evelyn White Eugene F. Dobbins 

Vernon Hamm and his son Steve Hobert M. Temple, Jr 

Aubrey “Duke” Keeter Robert R. Hall 

Richard and Barbara Gaffney  Hugh and Willie Hill 

Richard and Louise Campbell 
Warren Morris and his daughter Pattie 
Rose 

Isaac and Mary Borland  Clarence and Betty Gainer 

Wayne “Hap” and Ailene Arnold  Richard and Pat Vaughan 

Bobby and Seika Terry Ray M. Snider 

Ronald and Zhanna Rader  Ted and Phyllis Thompson 

Homer and Julie Travelstead John and Janis Puterbaugh 

  
Monday 26 April: 

The cocktail hour got things started on Monday evening at 6pm in the banquet 
room.  Name tags were distributed.  There was a cash bar and hors d’oeuvres 
were served.  Hap Arnold, master of ceremonies, announced information about 
the daytime tours on Tuesday and Wednesday to the Air Force Museum. 
  

Tuesday 27 April: 
Those going to the Air Force Museum at Wright  Patterson AFB got on the bus a 
8am.  We had breakfast at the museum cafeteria.  After breakfast we got back on 
the bus and went to the Presidential and Experimental Hangar on the base for a 
self guided tour. After that tour we boarded the buses and went to the museum 
for a self guided tour. Also the IMAX theater was available to view either 
“Fighter Pilot” or “The Hubble Telescope”. Both are incredible shows.  We 
returned to the hotel about 3pm and went to the banquet room about 6pm for 
Hors d’oeuvres and drinks.  About 9pm everyone went to the hospitality room 
where pictures were on display on the tables and refreshments were available 
and everyone enjoyed an evening of visiting. 
  

Wednesday 28 April: 
The AF museum tour continued this morning and again returned to the hotel 
about 3pm.  Social hour started at 6pm with the buffet dinner scheduled at 7pm.  
The group picture was taken at 6pm. The entertainment was by the USAF “Band 
of Flight” combo from Wright Patterson AFB. A member of the “Band of 
Flight” sang the National Anthem. And what a great voice he has.  The guest 
speaker was Senior Master Sgt Walter Grudowski from the base.  He spoke on 
the changes that have occurred in the air force over the past 25 years. He retired 
Friday April 30, 2010.   
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Note:  After dinner the group discussed location options of where to have 
the 2012 reunion.  After some discussion the vote was to have the 2012 
reunion in St. Louis.  Hap Arnold said that he would serve as reunion 
committee chairman.  Hap indicated that he lives about 75 miles from St. Louis 
and goes there quite often.  Richard Campbell, who lives in Houston, Texas, 
volunteered to help Hap as much as possible.  Since the reunion my wife and I 
have researched the hotels in downtown St. Louis and have selected a hotel for 
our reunion in 2012.  The hotel we have selected is the Hotel Lumiere. This 
hotel is a very, very nice hotel with all rooms being suites at $119.00 which 
includes parking in an adjacent parking lot.  I should be signing a contract 
sometime this month.  Dates for the reunion will be April 23rd, 24th and 25th in 
the year 2012.  More information will follow later. 
 
**************************************************************** 

6913th Bremerhaven Reunion, Savannah Georgia 
 
//Report and pictures from the 2010 Bremerhaven Reunion Nov 8-9 in Savannah 
Georgia were not available at press time.  Will post in March issue.//Ed Note//  
 
******************************************************************* 

 
Yale Institute of Far Eastern Languages (IFEL) 2010 REUNION 

(Basic Mandarin Chinese classes 10-63 and 01-64) 
   Submitted by Pete Siegel 

 
A Gathering of Old Guys was held Labor Day weekend at the Embassy Suites in 
Portland, Oregon.  Members of the Yale Institute of Far Eastern Languages 
(IFEL) Basic Mandarin Chinese classes 10-63 and 01-64, and other assorted 
members of the 6988th Scty Sq from the 1965 - 1967 Yokota AB Japan era 
attended.  I believe CMSgt (Ret) Ken Hopkins traveled the farthest (Hawaii).  
Jim Broadwell, the prime organizer, got the prize for the shortest distance, he's a 
Portland resident.  We visited the Evergreen Air and Space Museum in 
McMinnville to see Howard Hughes' famous "Spruce Goose," and took a dinner 
cruise on the Willamette (rhymes with dam it) River.  Powell's Books, probably 
the largest bookstore in the world, was another tourist attraction.  The primary 
topic of conversation after exchanging historical, and sometimes hysterical, 
stories/tales was what maladies have you had, how has the VA treated you, and 
how do you verify you were on the ground at Danang.  Agent Orange was the 
primary weed killer used around Danang AB, RVN during the time we went 
there TDY.   Some attendees hadn't changed too much from the Yokota days, 
having only a few more pounds and gray hair;  the name tags created by Marv 
Parker were needed to identify others; and Hopi is still hopi.  Thanks to Jim 
Broadwell for taking charge and organizing things, to Marv Parker for the name 
tags, and Steve Senderling for organizing the Spruce Goose trip. One of the 
couples in our group was celebrating their 41st wedding anniversary.   
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(Above)  The IFEL gang met for a dinner cruise on the Portland Spirit. 
 
****************************************************************** 

CRETE REUNION -  2010 
      by Bob Amistead 

(Source: http://bobscretanadventure.blogspot.com/feeds/posts/default?alt=rss) 
 
Dear Friends, 
Well, only five more days left on Crete. I am as nervous about leaving Crete as a 
man on death row who is about to be executed! I have become fidgety and 
restless. I think I have come to recognize my problem: I am a "Crete-O-Holic"!!!  
Yes, I know what you are thinking, "Bob, how did you let yourself slip into the 
depths of becoming a "Crete-O-Holic?" I don't know how it happened...it just 
slipped up on me...and before I knew it...Crete had me in its grasp!!! I think that 
I first became a "Crete-O-Holic" on my first and only assignment to Iraklion Air 
Station in late 1968. After my first 18 months were drawing to a close, I 
requested, and was granted a one-year extension. Then, as that extension was 
drawing to a close, I requested, and was granted a two-month extension. I left 
Crete in August of 1971 after having spent 2 years, 8 months here on Crete. You 
would think that I would have had my fill, but Crete had become my drug of 
choice! I was hooked and Crete had me in its grip! 
I returned to Crete in 2008 for a three month "fix", but that only primed my 
hunger for more! So, I came back again in 2009, hoping that my 3-month visit 
would quell any future desires for Crete, but I just wasn't satisfied. So, I returned 
for a third visit...this time realizing that I was hopelessly a..."Crete-O-Holic"!!! 
                                    

 Your Friend and Fellow "Silent Warrior",   Bob Armistead 
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(Left) Bob (Superman) Armistead 
(Far Left), Brigitte Garza (Center 
Left), Marietta Garza (Center Right), 
and David Garza (Far right) enjoy 
time together at a small taverna in 
downtown Iraklion - August 2, 2010 
 
 

 
 
 
(Right) The outside of Uncle 
George's Taverna in Amoudara. 
 
 
 
 
On August 22, 2010 at 7:00 P.M., Crete Reunion 2010 kicked off at Uncle 
George's Taverna in the little seaside village of Amoudara. The first to arrive 
were Jim and Pat Janakes. Jim was assigned to Iraklion Air Station for 18 
months during the years 1961-1962. Jim was trained as a 202 at Goodfellow Air 
Force Base in San Angelo, Texas, and was first assigned to Okinawa before 
being transferred to work in the Security Compound at Iraklion Air Station. Jim 
currently owns his own business in California and is semi-retired. It should be 
noted that Jim was born in the USA, but is 100% Greek and still remembers 
many Greek words learned while growing up with his Greek parents and 
Grandparents. Jim and Pat had already arrived at Uncle George's Taverna before 
I arrived, and Kostas Sakoulakis, the owner of Uncle George's Taverna, 
introduced himself and was talking with Jim and Pat Janakes. 
 

Above Left:  August 22, 2010 at Uncle George's Taverna - Seated clockwise from left : 
John Cocuzzi, Pat Janakes, Jim Janakes, Bob Armistead, Joe Gussman, Maro Gussman, 
& Jane Cocuzzi.  Above Right: August 23, 2010 - Jim Janakes (L) and John Cocuzzi (R) 
stand in front of Building 406...the Compound at Iraklion Air Station, Crete, Greece. 
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The next to arrive were John and Jane Cocuzzi. John was trained as a medic, 
arrived at Iraklion Air Station in 1975 and was assigned to the Base Clinic. John 
got out of the Air Force after his first four year term, went back to school, got his 
degree in medicine, re-entered the Air Force as a doctor and retired after 20 
years. John now works as a doctor for a community health service in San 
Angelo, Texas. The last to arrive were Joe and Maro Gussman. It would 
probably be easier to say when Joe was not assigned to Iraklion Air Station, then 
when he was assigned there. Joe served at Iraklion Air Station during the late 
1950's, during  1960's, the 1970's and the 1980's. He retired from the Air Force 
and has remained on Crete. We had a very nice dinner at Uncle George's 
Taverna and as we ate and drank, we shared many war stories from our 
respective times on Crete. But, even though we served on Crete at different times 
and in different career fields, there was that common link of Iraklion Air Station 
and Crete which inexplicably fused us together in a common bond of 
brotherhood and friendship!!! After about three and a half hours together, we 
said our "Goodbyes" and parted for the night. 
 
On Monday, August 23, 2010, Jim & Pat Janakes met John & Jane Cocuzzi 
and myself just inside the main gate at Iraklion Air Station. We first proceeded 
to the Security Compound. It was an eerie feeling as we passed through the little 
guard shack.  Jim and I should have been calling out a badge number so we 
could pass through, and just shadows of memories played through our minds. I 
had brought two mini mag-lights with me and John had a flashlight as well. I led 
the way down a long hallway before turning left. Then, after several yards, I 
turned right into the "Operations Room". It was empty, except for panels that 
had fallen from the ceiling and debris that had been scattered about the floor. For 
Jim and me, it brought back many memories of men sitting at manual typewriters 
while monitoring radio receivers, of linguists hastily writing on tablets of paper, 
of analysts running reports to the front desk, and of X2's operating a myriad of 
automated equipment. For John, it was the first time for him to have been in the 
Operations Building...the Security Compound...the Compound...or just the 
Pound. As a medic assigned to the Base Clinic, he had seen a number of "ditty 
boppers" who had suffered stress related problems. And, he had only a general 
idea of the work that went on inside the building with no windows!! From there 
we walked to the Airmen's Dining Hall. Apparently, sometime shortly before 
closing the base, there were extensive renovations made to the chow hall.  At 
either end of the dining room was an area which was elevated. It looked as if it 
could have been used as a small stage; perhaps they had live entertainment on 
some days. Next we proceeded to the barracks where John and Jim had both 
lived during their respective tours at I.A.S., Building #304. John took a few 
photos of his room, and Jim returned on a later day to do the same. Jim had 
memories of marathon card games going on in the room directly across the hall 
from his room. Our last stop was where the flag poles once stood. The poles are 
gone now, and much of the adornment around where the flag poles once stood 
has been damaged or destroyed by vandals. 
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Above Left: August 23, 2010 - Bob Armistead (L), Jim Janakes (C), and John Cocuzzi 
(R) stand where the Greek and American Flags once flew at Iraklion Air Station. 
Above Right: August 27, 2010 - Left to right: Miltiadis (Miltos) Apladas, Bob 
Armistead, Jim Janakes and Pat Janakes at the Baxas Taverna near the village of 
Krousonas.  
 
On Wednesday, August, 25, 2010, Jim and Pat drove to Saint Nikolaos for the 
day, and John and Jane stuck close to Amoudara. That evening, we all had 
dinner together at the Dionysus Taverna, adjacent to the MariRena Hotel. 
 
On Thursday morning, August 26, 2010, Jim and Pat Janakes and I left 
Amoudara about 9:30 A.M. and traveled by car to the ancient archaeological 
ruins located at Phaestos. Later, we all enjoyed the view of the Messara Plain 
below us and the mountains in the distance.  Then we drove to Matala. Jim and I 
explored the ancient Roman tombs, which were later used by the hippies at 
Matala in the 1960's and 1970's as their places of dwelling. We both took several 
photos of the tombs as well as of the sea, the beach and the little village. 
 
For August 27th., we all just took time to rest and catch our collective breaths! 
John and Jane relaxed down at the beach by the water's edge, and John did 
venture into the sea. Jim, Pat, myself, and my Greek friend, Miltiadis (Miltos) 
Apladas,  had dinner near the mountain village of Kroussonas. We dined outside 
at a little roadside taverna called Baxas Taverna. 
 
On the late afternoon of August 28, 2010, Jim, Pat and I met at the MariRena 
Hotel to see if John and Jane would be able to join us for dinner. Pat had made a 
wonderful suggestion earlier, that because we had kicked off the reunion at 
Uncle George's Taverna, it would be quite fitting to conclude it there.  We had 
an enjoyable meal together, but it ended all too soon. I felt as if I had made some 
wonderful friends, and I hated to see them go.  Said our "Goodbyes", because 
Jim and Pat had to be at the airport early the next morning to turn in their rental 
car, then hail a taxi to the Iraklion Harbor to catch a ferry first to Mykonos and 
then to Santorini before flying back the USA. 
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(Right)  August 28, 2010 - Left to 
right: John Cocuzzi, Jane Cocuzzi, 
Bob Armistead, Pat Janakes, and Jim 
Janakes stand near the pool of the 
MariRena Hotel. 
 
Now, I don't know if I will ever 
see any of these fine folks 
again...but I sincerely hope so. 
All who attended the reunion are 
very good people...and I came 
away from Crete Reunion 2010, feeling much richer because in just a few short 
days, I had made some really fine new friends. My genuine hope now is...if any 
of our paths should ever happen to cross again, I hope that it will be on this 
wonderful island paradise that we call Crete. 

As always, take care, stay well, and let me hear from you. 
                          Your Friend and Fellow "Silent Warrior",        Bob Armistead 
 
******************************************************************* 

           6911th Radio Group Reunion 
                          Submitted by Leo Walls 
On Sept 9 – 11, 2010, the stalwart USAFSS alumni of 
the 6911th RGM gathered for a warm and very enjoyable 
Reunion at Rapid City, South Dakota.  
 

 
Back row (L-R): Murl Stafford, Floyd"Woody" Woodward, Don Hunt, Jim Huff, Bob 
Andrews, Les Dambach, John Kessler, Earnest Johnson, Eddie Majewski, Larry Mote, 
Floye Lynch, Ken Machwart, Braxton Lockett, Sam Craver, Rich Merrill, David Burton, 
Chuch Graham, Tyke Riddick.  Front row (L-R): Harold Jones, Blaine Ford, Art 
Carlson, William "Cass" Castiglioni, Paul Sanchez, Dennis Mason, Al Gamache, Leo 
Walls, Perry Masden, Keith Butt, Ben Truchan & Bob Hutsell. 
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Back Row (L-R): Judy Ganc, Les Dambach's daughter, Rita Jones, Suzanna Sanchez, 
Sandra Childs, Gladys Burton, Pat Johnson, Jane Truchan, Helma Majewski, Karin 
Lynch, Elizabeth (Penny) Andrews, Pat Merrill, Jackie Hunt, Judy Mote. 
Front row (L-R):  Diane (Les Dambach's other daugher), Harold Jones Sister, Harriett 
Carlson, Betty Staffore, Therese Gamache, Norma Mason, Janis Machwart, Diane 
Masden, Maxine Huff & Angela Riddick 
 
 
 
(L-R) 
Lester Dambach. Jim 
Huff, Braxton Lockett, 
Sam Craver & Leo 
Walls. 
 
 
 
 
  
******************************************************************* 
            2010 New England USAFSS Mini-Reunion 

Posted on My Family 
Website by Syd 
Scales 
 
On  10/10/10, a very 
friendly and jovial 
group of New 
Englanders gathered 
together for a bit of 
chowder & memories 
at Westport, MA .    
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A Hero In Our History 
    

 CMSgt Richard Loy "Dick" Etchberger (March 5, 
1933 – March 11, 1968) was a non-commissioned 
officer in USAFSS who recently received the 
United States military's highest decoration, the 
Medal of Honor, posthumously for his actions 
during the Battle of Lima Site 85 in the Vietnam 
War. The medal was formally presented to his 
three sons by President Barack Obama during a 

ceremony at the White House on September 21, 2010.  The Battle of Lima Site 
85 was a battle of the Vietnam War which resulted in the largest single ground 
combat loss of United States Air Force (USAF) personnel in that war. CMS 
Etchberger was the equipment maintenance NCO on Lima -85.  
 
The site was located atop Phou 
Pha Thi; a mountain in Viengxay 
District, Houaphanh Province, 
Laos, 15 miles (24 km) from the 
border of the Democratic Republic 
of Vietnam (DRV or North 
Vietnam) and 30 miles (48 km) 
from Sam Neua, capital of the 
Pathet Lao. The term "Lima Site" 
was derived from the American 
acronym for map designations of 
"Landing Sites" within the Secret 
War zone of the Second Indochina War, an active covert battleground in the 

larger Cold War.  This prize forward-looking radar 
site, was located on a mile high mountain mesa, 
thought to be impenetrable. "One Day Too Long" 
supplies the details of the controversy surrounding 
its placement in a land where it had no legal 
footing with men whose legal status had been 
forfeited in the name of secrecy n order to comply 
with the Geneva Conventions.  These heroes gave 
their last cup of devotion to the USAF Security 
Service and Nation.  

           
              (Posted by Tom Morris USAF 48-60 - Sep 27, 2010 Roll Call Website)   
 

History & Memories 
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Memories from the Maintenance Side of the “House” 
 
Subject: Re:  FTVA Sign-in Question about TGIF - 16 Oct 2010 
What was the TGIF project at the Skivvy Nine unit in Osan, Korea?  
 
Response From: John House   
//Unclass// In the summer of 1985, I went to MSEM (Maintenance Systems 
Evaluation Monitor) training – we monitored and controlled the uplink, as well 
as the operator stations for the (then) new TGIF (Tactical Ground Intercept 
Facility), the first under ground system in Hill 180 (the old Senior Spear system 
was a modular van-based system connected to the exterior walls of our 
maintenance section system at E-Systems in Falls Church, VA). When I arrived 
at Osan around Sept of 1985, the old Senior Spear system was still in place and I 
had to learn to maintain it on the fly for a couple months. TGIF modules began 
arriving on-site at the same time while underground construction was building 
the bunker facility to house it, and, as soon as the E-System contractors had it 
assembled, those of us who had attended the MSEM training began our own 
testing.  I wrote startup and testing procedures for the system (the first MSEM 
procedural manual and worked the first live TGIF mission). We worked some 
really screwed-up (sic) hours to support the mission the entire time I was there: 
12-hour shifts rotating every couple of days (we called it 3-on, 2-off but that 
wasn't exactly true) around a 3AM-3PM then 3PM-3AM schedule - if you can 
imagine that. We would work three 12-hour “day” shifts starting at 3AM then 
break for 2-1/2 days, then work three 3PM-3AM shifts, then off only 1-1/2 days 
until the next rotation.  The older Senior Spear system was shipped to Key West 
NAS where ESC had a small squadron called  6947th  ESS and when I left Osan 
in November 1986, I went to Patrick AFB, FL to bring the airborne U2 platform 
on-line with the old Spear vans which were now at Key West.  We eventually got 
the newer airborne platform during an upgrade, so I ended up working 
maintenance on both the ground and airborne systems for two successive 
generations of systems.  Wow, brings back a lot of memories.           John 
  _____________________________ 
 

Danny  Russell’s Video - By Request 
Rass, I think I sent you the URL for Danny Russell's 45 min video on his early 
years as a Morse Operator and eventually ending up in an EC-47 that was shot 
down in Sep 70.  Could you please add this in the news section of the FTVA 
Newsletter.  It's one of the most moving videos I have ever seen and certainly 
would be appreciated by all past and present folks in our Command.  URL is  

http://www.eaavideo.org/channel.aspx?ch=ch_timeless 
       
      Ron Moyer, CMSgt-R 

San Antonio, TX 
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MEIGUI, MEIGUI, WO AI NI -- YAO LI 
        Posted by  Luther Deese (DILUDE@aol.com )  August 07, 2010     

  
 Back in the 1950s and early 1960s young Airmen selected to learn Chinese at 
the Yale U. Institute of Far Eastern Languages did so under the tutelage of some 
outstanding instructors. Notable among these was Robert N. Tharp (born of 
British missionary parents in NE China and raised there immersed in all aspects 
of Chinese society and where he achieved native fluency in the language). Many 
of our Chinese comprehension tests were recorded by Bob Tharp and at times he 
liked to throw in 'ringers', things we hadn't learned in class but might possibly be 
able to figure out from what we knew in English. One of these was the Chinese 
title for the then popular Frankie Laine song, 'Rose, Rose, I Love You' (or: 
Meigui, meigui, wo ai ni).  Those familiar with the song got it right on the test -- 
the only Chinese syllable pronounced 'Ai' (sounds like 'Aye') that we had learned 
up to that point was 'Ai' meaning 'short' in English. My response on the test was 
to Romanize 'Rose' as Meigwei and I wrote, "Meigwei, Meigwei, I'm shorter 
than  you."  I think I got almost full credit.  But, for the rest of the story, see 
below.  
  
Many a young airman served out outposts around the Pacific Rim and during 
their tours of duty a lot of them fell for local beauties. Some had to leave them as 
did the person referred to in the song, some married their Asian sweethearts and 
took them home, others returned and married their girlfriends -- and some 
became so immersed in the society and culture of the place where they were 
stationed and took their discharges from the service and just remained in place. 
Some went on to get advanced degrees from local universities, some became 
noted authors and so on... We were an unusual bunch, selected to learn Chinese 
because we were determined to have an aptitude for learning foreign languages 
through a variety of tests... we started at the Yale IFEL and most of us went on to 
live lives and enjoy careers that were greatly influenced by that early learning 
experience. I know that's true in my case. 

  
The Chinese version is the original from a 1940 
Chinese movie ("The Singing Girl"), sung by the 
Chinese artist, Yao Li.  I hope you enjoy it: 
From Wikipedia, the free encyclopedia:  "Rose, 
Rose, I Love You" is an English adaptation of the 
classic Mandopop song Méigui méigui w� ài n� 
(�������). It is the only song written by a 
Chinese to become a major English-language chart 
hit. 
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The FTVA acknowledges the following 
bequests, generously donated to the 
FTVA in memory of: 

 
   Maj Gen (Ret) Doyle Larson by: 

 Mrs. Doyle Larson 
Maj Gen (Ret) Paul Martin by: 
          The Sierra Nevada Corporation  

 
All donations will be used in providing financial assistance directly to the people 
programs of the Air Force Intelligence, Surveillance, and Reconnaissance Agency (AF 
ISRA) and its predecessor organizations. 
******************************************************************* 

 

 
 

 
The Association has learned of the following losses from caring 
relatives/friends and/or obituaries. We extend our prayers and sympathy to 
their loved ones. “It is the soldier above all others who prays for peace, for 
it is the soldier who must suffer and bear the deepest wounds and scars of 
war.” ~ Douglas MacArthur. 
**************************************************************** 
Almeter, Reiko, spouse of CMSgt Terrance Almeter, Lifetime Member 
Almond, Calvin O., USAFSS Vet 
Antonik, Carl, USAFSS Vet 
Cobbs, Robert Herbert, Col., USAF-Ret 
Cullison, Mack, USAFSS Vet 
Dillinger, Donald J.,  SSgt.  USAFSS Vet 
Edelen, Joseph, R., Lt. Col., USAF-Ret 
Ellerson, Lavern, spouse of Willard R. Ellerson, GS-Civ, HOH 
Hardin, Robert Joseph, USAFSS Vet,  
Holliday, Raymond D., Lt., Col., USAF-Ret  
Henderson, Donald A., MSgt. 202 USAF-Ret 
Johnson, “Johnny” Alton, GS-Civ., HQ USAFSS/AC 
Kee, Betty A., spouse of SMSgt John E. Kee, Lifetime Member 
Langley, Charles W., GS-Civ/USAFSS-Ret 
Lattner, Harvey D. USAFSS Vet 
 

MEMORIALS 

   FALLEN EAGLES 
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Lyell, William A., GS-Civ/USAFSS-Ret 
Murphy, Ernest E., Capt., USAF-Ret 
Murray, Dennis Mrs, spouse of USAFSS vet Dennis "Red" Murray 
Norton, Ross D., Col, USAF-Ret. USAFSS Vet 
Pine, Conrad Gene, USAFSS Vet  
Reed, Whitney E., GS-Civ.  NSA/CSS Dep. Dir of Education and Training 
Rowland, Steven J., USAFSS Vet 
Stamler, Harold “Hal” J., CMSgt, USAF-Ret 
Striebich, Arthur F., SSgt, USAF-Ret  
Touby, Robert H., Col, USAF-Ret. Lifetime Member, HOH  
Valenzuela, Gilberto, MSgt, USAF-Ret FTVA Member 
Walsh, William J., USAFSS Vet Wark, Robert “Bob” E., MSgt, USAF-Ret 
________________________________________________________________ 

Harvey Dean Lattner - FYI, I received word that Harvey passed 
away on Sep 1, 2010 at 75 yrs.  He was an active member of the 
USAF COMSEC Veteran Group and attended several reunions.  
Last contact was in El Paso, TX and Graveside Service was held 
at Ft. Bliss National Cemetery.    //Obit-Tony Lemons// 
 

******************************************************************* 
Col (Ret) Robert Herbert Cobbs went to his final rest on June 17, 2010.  He 

was born in Hill Top, West Virginia on May 21, 1921 to the 
union of Herbert and Stella Cobbs.   Robert was preceded in 
death by his parents and his wife, Almeta.  Robert joined the 
United States Air Force and served in World War II (as a 
Tuskegee Airman) and in USAFSS at the 6910th and 6911th in 
Germany.  He also served in various other military bases 
throughout the world including Korea and Vietnam. When he 

retired from active duty in 1971, he was Security Chief for Los Angeles Air 
Force Station and then started working in the Aerospace Industry where he 
retired in 1987.  Robert was a great husband, father and a very dedicated military 
man. He loved his wife, daughter, son-in-law, family and friends.  Robert leaves 
a host of family, bowling, bridge, military, and other friends to cherish his 
memory //Obit//.  At their recent reunion in Rapid City, alumni of the 6911th 
had very high praise in remembrance of Col Cobbs. //Billy K. Butt// 
 
******************************************************************* 
Betty A. Kee born on November 18, 1925 went to be with the Lord on August 

19, 2010 at the age of 84. Betty loved to travel in an RV with her 
husband, where they would volunteer as Camp Ground Host with 
the U.S. Forest Service for over 10 years. She is survived by her 
loving husband of 66 years John E. Kee (SMSgt, USAF Ret), and 
many other loving family members and friends. Interment at Ft. 
Sam Houston National Cemetery. //Obit// 
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Charles Waymon Langley peacefully passed away on August 31, 2010 in San 
Antonio, Texas. He was born on October 26, 1937 in Freer, Texas. 
He  earned his Bachelors Degree in Electrical Engineering from 
the University of Texas at Austin in 1960.  After graduation, he 
worked for LTV in Dallas, Texas before moving to San Antonio, 
Texas in 1965 to begin working at Air Force Security Service at 
Kelly Air Force Base. He retired from Kelly in 1995. Charles was 

a loving husband, father and grandfather with many friends. He will be greatly 
missed by all whose hearts he touched.  The following quote was framed in 
Charles’ home office for many years and is a true testament to his success: 
You can use most any measure when you're speaking of success. You can 
measure it in a fancy home, expensive car or dress. But the measure of your real 
success is the one you cannot spend. It's the way your kids describe you when 
they're talking to a friend.  //Obit// 
*************************************************************** 
CMSgt Harold J. (Hal) Stamler, Jr. passed away on Thursday, August 26, 

2010. Hal retired from the Air Force  in 1989 following 30 
years of distinguished service.  In 2007 he completed 16 years 
of Federal civil service at the Cryptologic Systems Group on 
Lackland Air Force Base.  A funeral mass  took place at St. 
Helena 's on Tuesday, August 31st at 9:30 am. Burial with full 
military honors  followed at Fort Sam Houston National 
Cemetery.  //Obit// 

**************************************************************** 
Reiko Almeter entered into rest August 27, 2010 in San Antonio at the age of 

76. She was born March 12, 1934 in Hakodare, Hokkaido, 
Japan. Survivors include her husband, Terrance Almeter, 
CMSgt, USAF-Ret.  Reiko was an accomplished seamstress 
and cook. Everyone loved to come over for her traditional 
Japanese meals. She lived for her grandchildren and loved to 
play with them and teach them origami. She fought a brave 
battle against cardiovascular complications for several years. 

Graveside service was held Thursday, September 2, 2010 at Ft. Sam Houston 
National Cemetery.  //Obit// 
******************************************************************* 
Lt Col Joseph Ruey Edelen,  of San Antonio went to be with his  wife of 66 

years on Tuesday, August 24, 2010 at the age of 89 years.  He 
attended one year of college in Raleigh, NC before entering the 
Army Air Corps on October 4, 1940. He completed flight 
school and was commissioned as a 2nd Lt. in 1943.  Between 
1940 and 1943, Joe was stationed in Illinois, Florida, South 
Dakota and New York. In 1943 and 1944 during WWII, he 
flew C-47 and B-25's supplying US troops on the frontlines 

over China, Burma and India and flew close air support for the Gurka troops. 
When he returned stateside, he was stationed at Scott Field in Belleville, IL, 
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Louisiana and Langley AFB in Virginia. In 1947 he was stationed with his 
family in Tokyo and Nagoya, Japan and then on to Ephrata and Tacoma, 
Washington. In 1953 and 1954, Joe was stationed in Iceland. In 1957 they were 
in Ocean Drive Beach, SC for two years. Then on to Istanbul, Turkey until 1961. 
Their final Air Force move was to USAF Security Service, Kelly AFB where he 
was Deputy Commander of the Cryptologic Depot. They lived there until 1965 
when Joe retired. In 1987 Joe was the coordinator for Papal security and 
transportation in San Antonio for the visit by Pope John Paul II and during that 
visit he and Marilyn were blessed with a personal visit with the Pope. In 1999 
Joe received Pope John Paul II's "Pro Ecclesia et Pontifice" award. He and 
Marilyn traveled to Rome where they had a second audience with Pope John 
Paul II.  //Obit// 
******************************************************************* 
Alton “Johnny” Johnson died at home in south Bexar County on September     

29, 2010 of liver cancer at the age of 84 years.  He was born on 
March 22, 1926 and was married to his lovely wife, Virginia, for 
66 years.  He worked as the Technical Director in Data 
Automation at Headquarters, USAFSS/AC in the 1960’s and 
1970’s and retired in 1974.  Johnny  was the senior civilian in Data 
Automation.  There were no services since he was cremated and 

his wife, Virginia, will hold the ashes until her passing.  She will be cremated 
and services will be conducted for both of them.  //Submitted by Jim Youngson 
and Ralph Gerhardt// 
******************************************************************* 
SSgt Arthur F. Striebich died September 24 2010 after a long and courageous 

battle with ARDS at the Hospice House in Cheboygan.  Mass of 
the Christian burial was held Sept 29 at St. Mary/St. Charles 
Catholic Church.  Arthur was stationed at Misawa AB, Japan 
1960-1962.  Interment is in Mt. Calvery Cemetery under the 
auspices of the United States Air Force.  //Helen Henderson 
(USAFSS  in Misawa, Japan)// 

**************************************************************** 
Carl M. Antonik   With a heavy heart, I am forwarding the announcement from 

Carl Antonik Jr. that his father passed away in State College, PA 
24 Oct '10. Carl and I served together in the 6913th RSM, 
Bremerhaven in 1961 and later in the 6916th SS/Rhein-Main, 
Germany, in 1967-68. We later worked together after retiring from 
the Air Force with HRB-Systems in State College, PA. Among 
other assignments, Carl also served with the 6985th SS/Eielson 

AFB, Alaska and a tour with the AF Recruiting Service.  //Larry Tart//James 
Luther//I had the pleasure of getting to know Carl shortly after Basic Training at 
DLI Monterey ... then later at the 6986th.  Carl was never one of those at 
Wakkannai to frequent any of the three bars just outside the main gate ... he 
always chose to travel downtown to The Chess Club.  He was often seen hitching 
a ride at the rear of the fish wagon, going back and forth between the main gate 
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and downtown.  A real good friend.  RIP, Carl.  //Bob Cotti// Flew with Carl at 
the 85th...lotsa TDY's to Upper Heyford and Mildenhall RAFs.  Wonderful 
memories of snow machine rides to the Boy Scout camp on the bank of 
the Tanana River...burning hot dogs, marshmallows, and washin' 'em down with 
Ripple.  Carl was the quintessential  professional while on duty...a barrel of fun 
while OFF.  Early mornings in the Antonik kitchen with Carl and Nance...over 
coffee, before going out to play in the snow...UNBELIEVABLE!  YA' HAD TO 
BE THERE!  Knew he was not well  RIP mi amigo. //Darr King// 
******************************************************************* 
Charles Waymon Langley peacefully passed away on August 31, 2010 in San 

Antonio, Texas.  He was born on October 26, 1937 in Freer, 
Texas.  He earned his Bachelor Degree in Electrical Engineering 
from the University of Texas at Austin in 1960.  After graduation, 
he worked for LTV in Dallas, Texas before moving to San 
Antonio, Texas in 1965 to begin working at Air Force Security 
Service at Kelly Air Force Base.  He retired from Kelly in 1995.  

Charles was a loving husband, father, and grandfather with many friends.  He 
will be greatly missed by all whose hearts he touched.  //Obit//  
**************************************************************** 
Capt Ernest E. Murphy, beloved husband, father and grandfather died 

peacefully on September 13, 2010 after a courageous battle with 
cancer. He is survived by Helen, his wife of nearly 43 years and 
many other relatives and friends. Ernest became a Catholic at the 
age of 13. He lived his life based on the faith he held dear. He 
honorably served his country in the Air Force for 25 years. He 
deeply appreciated the gift of life and never wasted a minute of it. 

Rosary was held September 20, 2010. A Funeral Mass was celebrated September 
21, 2010. Interment with Full Military Honors was in Ft. Sam Houston National 
Cemetery. //Obit// 
******************************************************************* 
MSgt Gilberto Valenzuela, of Greenville, died Friday, Oct. 15, 2010, at Baylor 

Medical Center in Dallas.   On Jan. 26, 1955, he married Teresa 
Marquez in El Paso.   He retired from E-Systems in Greenville.  
Mr. Valenzuela was a member of St. William Catholic Church, the 
Knights of Columbus, Color Guard Commander, active in FISH 
Ministries, was an AARP tax preparer, and mentor at Greenville 
Independent School District.   //Obit// 

******************************************************************* 
Lavern M. Ellerson passed away on Saturday, October 9 at the age of 77 years. 

She has gone to join her late husband, Willard R. Ellerson in the 
arms of the Lord. Mrs. Ellerson was very active in giving 
selflessly of her time and talents. In the 60's and 70's as a 
volunteer for the Red Cross.  In the 80's, after retiring as an 
industrial nurse for Swift & Company, she was recognized in 1988 
as "Officer of the Year" by he Bexar County Sherriff's Reserve.  
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She combined her nursing and law background in the 90's as an advocate for 
sexual assault victims. In her retirement she enjoyed traveling and support of the 
Our Lady of Angels Family Guild from St. Luke Catholic Church. //Obit// 
******************************************************************* 
Col. Ross D. Norton, USAF Ret, 93, passed away on Saturday, September 18, 

2010, in San Antonio, Texas. He was born on October 29, 
1916, in Green Forest, Arkansas.  Ross enlisted in the US Army 
Air Forces in 1941, was later selected for Officer Candidate 
School, and was commissioned a Second Lieutenant. In 1944, 
he was stationed in England and, as fate would have it, was 
billeted "for one night only" in his future wife's family home. In 
December 1945 he married Joyce and they would spend the 

next 63 years together. A member of the Greatest Generation, his assignments 
included tours in the US, Europe, and Vietnam.  Ross proudly served in the 
United States Air Force for 31 years, during which he received his BA from the 
University of Maryland. His distinguished career culminated with his return to 
England as the base commander at RAF Chicksands.  //Obit// 
******************************************************************* 
Lt. Col.  Raymond D. Holliday, USAF, Ret. was born in Council Bluffs, Iowa, 

the son of a printer.  As a young man he joined the CCC program 
to help his parents with the household expenses during the great 
depression.  When WWII was declared he joined the Army as an 
enlisted man and was assigned to the Air Force.  With all the 
reductions-in-force at the end of the war he was given a permanent 
rank of Master Sergeant and recalled during the Korean conflict as 

a Major.  He was one of the first officers assigned to the USAF Security Service 
when it was reorganized from ASA in 1949.  He was assigned as a Personnel 
Officer at Command Headquarters at Brooks AFB, Texas.  In 1955, he was 
reassigned from Headquarters Command, Kelly AFB, San Antonio, TX and 
assumed command of the 34th Radio Squadron Mobile in the Mid-East Theater 
of Operations.  Considered an “ole timer” in the command, he finally retired to 
Sonora, California.  After his retirement he was appointed Senior Vice President 
of Broadway National Bank, San Antonio, TX from which he also retired.  He 
passed away on June 7 2010 and is buried at Ft. Sam Houston National 
Cemetery. // Peter Montera// 
******************************************************************* 
Robert "Bob" Emerson Wark passed away Monday, September 13th in his 

San Antonio home. The son of Earl W. and Elsie M. Wark of 
Atlantic City, he was born February 20, 1932 in Camden, New 
Jersey. After graduating from Atlantic City High School, Bob 
joined the Air Force. While he was stationed at RAF Chicksands, 
England, he met and married his wife, Brenda Jee, from nearby 
Bedford. Among the many places he was stationed, he especially 

enjoyed Palma de Mallorca, Spain; Bedford, England; and Syracuse, New York. 
Bob retired from the Air Force and finished his college degree, earning his B.A. 
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in History from the University of Texas at San Antonio in 1978. His second 
career with Civil Service kept him in San Antonio at Brooks, Kelly, and 
Lackland Air Force Bases. Since retiring from Civil Service in 1992, Bob stayed 
interested in politics, reading, and woodworking. //Obit// 
******************************************************************* 
Steven John Rowland, age 61 of Cumming, Georgia formerly of Camden, 

South Carolina; passed away on October 6, 2010 due to 
complications from prostate cancer. He is survived by his wife 
of 36 years, Donna Rowland, three sons, and 5 wonderful 
grandchildren.  Steve attended Davidson University before 
enlisting in the Air Force for 4 years where he excelled as an 
airborne intercept operator (Russian Linguist) flying recon 

missions aboard C-130s while assigned to the 6916th SS/Rhein-Main from Feb 
1970 to Jul 1972. His start in hotel communications was an indication of his 
future successes. After working with some of the telecommunication giants, he 
decided that it was time to start his own business.  Over the course of 17 years, 
Rodeo Communications evolved from a basement operation to a full service 
technical partner for almost every hotel brand in the United States.  Steve made 
important contributions to the field of cancer research by volunteering as a 
subject in several groundbreaking clinical trials on the treatment of prostate 
cancer at the National Institute of Health. Steve was also a supporter of the 
Prostate Cancer Foundation. //Obit// I didn't see any commentary on this 
announcement, but I, among others, knew Steve Rowland well during his single 
tour at R/M in early 70s.  He became an AA on C-130A operations under the 
tutelage of Joe Bissett and Larry Tart, and was a good one.  While I don't believe 
he was ever active on any of the PWG forums, I do know that he was a strong 
supporter of the PWG annual Christmas drives for troops in the sandbox with a 
sizeable check each year. There is a memorable story about the time, during an 
agonizing slow one in the Toy op at Chix, I asked him how it was going.  He 
responded wryly that they were snowed under and asked him to send up another 
C-130.  Yep, within minutes, the message was delivered to the 6916th watch 
center AND to the AFSSO USAFE. Net result was a stern-faced lecture about 
communications discipline, but it became quite a war story for all concerned. 
RIP Steve. //CMSgt(R)Tom Tennant// 
******************************************************************* 
Col. Robert H. Touby, 88, beloved husband, father, grandfather and great-

grandfather passed away on Monday, September 20, 2010. 
He is survived by his loving wife, Frances and many  other 
family and friends.   Col. Touby was born in Mansfield, Ohio 
on October 1, 1921.  During World War II he served as a 
bomber pilot in Europe. On May 7, 1945 he married Frances 
Jean Queen. Col. Touby retired from active military service in 
March 1979. Recognition of his service includes: The Legion 
of Merit with one Oak Leaf Cluster, The Distinguished Flying 

Cross, The Air Medal with Three Oak Leaf Clusters, The Air Force 
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Commendation Medal, The European Theatre Medal with Four Battle Stars and 
a Presidential Unit Citation. He holds a B.S. degree from the University of 
Maryland and graduated from the Air War College.  Interment is at Fort Sam 
Houston National Cemetery.  //Obit//Bob was commander at Karumursel.  After 
retirement he was on the BOD at SSFCU and a Docent at the Institute of Texan 
Cultures.//Jim Youngson// 
**************************************************************** 
Whitney E. Reed of Bowie, Md., passed away on September 4, 2010.  He is 

survived by his loving wife of 30 years Frances Reed, plus 
numerous other relative and friends. Whitney was born in 
Glens Falls, NY. He was an Eagle Boy Scout in his youth and 
graduated from Brockton High School in 1947. He completed 
BS and MA Degrees in Germanic Languages at Boston 
University in 1952, Masters of International Affairs at George 
Washington University in 1956, and an honorary Doctor of 

Strategic Intelligence Degree from the Defense Intelligence College.  A Phoenix 
Society Life Member, Whitney also completed advanced studies in Germanic 
Languages and Literature at the Goethe University in Frankfurt, Germany 1957-
59, Free University Berlin 1966, and attended the National War College 1969-
70. He worked for the National Security Agency from 1952 to 1993. Whitney 
retired from NSA as the Commandant of the National Cryptologic School and 
NSA/CSS Deputy Director for Education and Training.  He was a lifelong 
champion of the foreign language community and a member of the Board of 
Directors and past Vice President and Treasurer of the National Museum of 
Language. Whitney was well-known as a friend and leader in the training of 
military linguists from all services for over 40 years.  //Bill McCarthy-Obit// 
**************************************************************** 
William A. Lyell, Associate Professor of Chinese Language and Literature, died 

in Palo Alto on August 28, 2005 at the age of 75 of complications 
from esophageal cancer.  After earning a bachelor's degree in 
French and English literature from Rollins College, Winter Park, 
FL, he enlisted in the USAF during the Korean War, expecting to 
become a pilot. Instead, he was enrolled in the Air Force 
Language Program at Yale, where he completed the course in 

Mandarin Chinese with the highest average ever achieved. After a tour in Korea 
as a Chinese interpreter, he enrolled at the University of Chicago and was 
awarded a fellowship to study Chinese philosophy and literature in Taiwan for 
three years at National Taiwan University.  Returning to Chicago, he married 
Ruth Granetz, his wife for the next 44 years. Lyell taught Chinese for nine years 
at Ohio State University, where he received the Distinguished Teaching Award. 
Moving to Stanford University in 1972, Lyell was known worldwide for his 
work with many major modern Chinese contemporary writers and in 1987 was 
invited by Peking University to teach there.  //Don Marion// 
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MSgt (Ret) Donald A. Henderson   Kirk,  found out last week that an old 

friend of mine passed away in June of this year.  Donald A. 
Henderson was a 292/202 who served in Libya and then AFSCC 
from 1956 until 1958.  I lost track of him after that until about 10 
years ago and located him in Georgia.  Coming through GA last 
week, I decided to stop in and visit and that's when I found out 

about his death.  Please list him with your list of Fallen Eagles.  You do a good 
job.  Take care and hope you are doing well. // Joe H.  Gregory Jr//  
**************************************************************** 

SSgt Arthur F. Striebich 283X was in Misawa 60-62. Deceased 
Sept. 25, 2010 per daughter/obituary (d) in Cheboygan MI of ARDS 
(Skip Wright talked to his daughter) //Helen Henderson// 

**************************************************************** 
SSgt Donald J. Dillinger was in Misawa 70-?  Deceased Feb 18, 
2010 per his widow, Etsuko    DOB: 1949 in AR  (d) in Oklahoma 
City, Oklahoma Co., OK //Helen Henderson// 
 

******************************************************************* 
Cpl Calivin O. Almond in Misawa 1951-52. Deceased Jan 1, 2010    
per SSDI DOB: 1930 in VA (d) in Highland Springs, Henrico, VA. 
//Helen Henderson// 

******************************************************************* 
    William J. Walsh, 76 yrs.  
    Deceased 2 Aug 2010. No Obit.  
    6913th 1953-56. Breverhaven  
    “D” Flt. //6913th  Web Site// 

******************************************************************* 
     Conrad Gene Pine, 77 yrs. 
     Deceased 15 Aug 2010.  No Obit. 
     6913th 1953-56 Breverhaven 
    “A” Flt //6913th  Web Site// 
 

******************************************************************* 
   Dr. Robert J. Hardin, 80 yrs. 
   Deceased 16 Aug 2010. No Obit. 
   6913th  1952-55 Breverhaven 
   “B” Flt. //6913th Web Site// 
 

 



Remain In Touch                                                                           December 2010 

 52 

 
Mack Cullison 
Deceased 08 Oct 2010.  No Obit. 
6913th 1954-56 Breverhaven 
“A” Flt. //6913th Web Site// 
 

******************************************************************* 
I received a bit of sad news about the spouse of USAFSS vet 
Dennis "Red" Murray.  I was stationed with Red in Misawa and 
Peshawar.  Mrs Dennis Murray passed away suddenly on 
September 11, 2010. //Larry Twardza (E-mail from son)// 

_____________________________________________________________ 
Retraction: CMSgt Ernie Munn was erroneously listed in the Fallen Eagles 
section of our Sep issue. There was no Obit. Ernie accepted my apology. //Rass// 
******************************************************************* 
 

 

 
From: Fredrick Kane ( fkane@satx.rr.com) // 19 Oct 10// 
Unit:  Medina  - I just want to thank the "support" crew aiding us old guys at the 
Rememberance event this year.  An extremely sharp Lt. helped me accross the 
street to the HQ area and also to the SSgt that loaded my walker into his van 
to take me to my car.  Great job.   Thanks again. 
   _____________________________ 

 
Dick Bergman" <bergie136css@wi.rr.com> 
To: newsletter@ftva.org 
136th CSS/ 6931st CSS/6912th RSM- Wiesbaden 
Hello Out There!!  Lot`s of stuff about the 60`s but is there anyone out there who 
remembers Wiesbaden in the early 50`s?  I arrived there in October 1953 and 
left in August 1956. Sgt. Little was the Msgt. and was still there 3 years later. (A 
great man)  We did a lot of TDY but Camp Pieri was our home. The Valhalle, 
Hillbille GastHause, Gross Atlantic, Kleinfelchen, Nero Brunner, Watch on the 
Rhein. I don`t hear resonance on this.   Some of us elders must still be out there. 
        Bergie 
   ____________________________ 
 
From: Ben Candelaria bencandelaria@cableone.net //18 Sep 10// 
To: Duke Dapolito dapodan@sbcglobal.net 
Subject: Al Quigg 
Hi Duke,   
I haven't sent you anything in a long time so I hope this gets to you. Just received 
my latest FTVA booklet in which the Fallen Eagles listed Al Quigg as deceasd. I 
was astonished at the short and brief write up that Al was given. This is a case 
(in my opinion) of a 292X1 who never did anything dramatic in his USAFSS 

Bits & Bytes 
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career except that he was a damn good Morse Op. And what can you say about 
good Morse Ops? They don't do anything dramatic that calls for special awards 
and decorations like the Airborne troops do. They just go in to work, day in and 
day out, do their jobs and go home. Well Al Quigg worked for me at the 1RSM 
at Johnson AB, Japan. I assigned him, because of his outstanding skill at copying 
that fastest Morse code, to the most active and fastest nets we were monitoring at 
the time. He was a steady man on his job and I could always rely on him to be at 
his scheduled position, day in and day out. What else was he famous for? Not 
much except he used to tangle with Gen. Klocko when the General came to visit 
us in the field and he would get in a softball game with our men and he would be 
the opposing pitcher and Al would pitch for the home team.  
This has been a subject that has long bothered me. We have had some damn 
good Morse Ops, just like Al, who worked their butts off but the system does not 
allow for any special recognition of their talents and abilities. I feel that that is 
why some of our men went Airborne to get flight pay plus Air Medals and all 
kinds of other awards. But the thousands of Morse Ops who did their very best 
for us had nothing to show for their Morse copying abilities and skills at 
recognizing their assigned targets and putting down the information for our 
analysts to render reports in support of our National Defense when they ended 
their USAFSS careers. In Al's case, he was previously an ASA operator who 
stayed on to transfer over to the USAFSS when we took over the ASA's station. I 
believe Pat Shanahan was another ex-ASA member as well. I guess being close 
to Al kind of got me in the soft spot. He was a good man! 

Candy 
   ___________________________ 
 
From: George Adams; USAF Doggers; '6990th Yahoo Group' 
Subject: Re: [6990th] Garbage Scows 
09/19/2010, George Adams wrote: 
Does anyone remember the name of those missions that we flew on the C-130 
garbage scows with the plug-and-play trailers that were rolled in the back? Also, 
does anyone remember the name of the mission at the 6908th? Was there a 
separate mission name for the TDY missions where we flew on the 6988th’s 
birds? They couldn’t have all been COMBAT APPLE, could they?        George  
 
To: George Adams; USAFDoggers@yahoogroups.com; '6990th Yahoo Group' 
Subject: Re: [6990th] Garbage Scows 
George – It was COMFY LEVI for the huts........COMMANDO LANCE for the 
C-130BIImissions.. The 6908th U-2 missions were OLYMPIC TORCH, and we 
had SARACEN AND UPSPIN on the ground. 
(I'm having a senior moment for the QU-22 missions and the pallets on C-130s 
that replaced them....) 
                                                                                                  Col Bob 
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Recently, I received the following letter from Russell (Terry) Lincoln of N. Cape 

May, N.J. a former colleague of ours, asking for help from the FTVA.   
 

Mr. Lincoln is trying to reconnect with Maj. L. E. Berner, Capt Martin Doria, 
MSgt C. L. Streadwick and MSgt Maurice Collins.  // If you have information 
for Mr. Lincoln please contact  RIT Newsletter editor using information 
provided inside front cover. //Rass// 
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From:  Ron Paggen (ronpag@wiktel.com) // 28 Oct 10// 
Unit - 6949 Security Squadron 
Comment - Greetings to members of the 6949 Beaners of 1971 to 1974.  I was 
with the 6949th from June 1971 until April 1974, and I don’t know who else 
might be a part of this organization.  But I would like to hear from some.  I am 
interested in joining and maybe attending the reunion sometime.  I have now 
retired and have more time on my hands.   I will wait to hear.  Thanks to Joe 
Hurst who got me connected to the FTVA web page. 
********************************************************** 
From:  Joshua Spears (j_spears21@hotmail.com)  //01 Nov 10// 
Comment:   I am trying to locate any information you might have on the 
record/actions/medals or just anything about my father Thorfin D. Spears who 
was stationed in Turkey under at least the 6939th RSM.  If you have any 
information I would greatly appreciate a response/help about what I have to do 
to learn more about him/what he did in USAFSS. 
******************************************************************* 

 
(L-R) Jim McLendon, FTVA 
Official Activities Chairman, 
and Lee Anthony, FTVA 
President, are shown (left) 
together with our newest 
Platinum Partner sponsors: 
Mike Meermans and Ed 
Warfield of The Sierra 
Nevada Corporation. 
(Memoriam to Maj Gen Paul 
Martin). 

     __________________________ 
 
 
 
(Right) On Sep 25tn Jim Kaus 
announced that the USAFSS 
Roll Call alumni group had  
renewed its sponsorship as an 
FTVA Gold Partner for 2011.  

 
 
 

 

FTVA VIGILANT PARTNERS PROGRAM 
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MAY OUR FTVA FAMILY AROUND THE WORLD ENJOY THE 
BLESSINGS OF HEALTH, HAPPINESS AND PEACE THIS 
HOLIDAY SEASON AND THROUGHOUT 2011!!!      
                                    FROM YOUR BOARD OF DIRECTORS. 

_______________________ 
 

The United States Air Force Security 
Service (USAFSS) official shield symbolized 
the command mission. It consisted of a shield 
divided equally into quarters by a vertical and 
horizontal line and identifying scroll. 
Significant of the command’s worldwide 
influence, the first quarter is blue, thereon a 
green sphere with yellow land markings. 
Pertinent to transmission, the second quarter is 

red, thereon a yellow lightning streak. Significant of the United States Air Force, 
the third quarter is yellow, thereon a blue half wing. Symbolic of protection and 
security, the fourth quarter is blue, thereon over a sword with point to base (hilt 
and pommel yellow), a white shield, thereon a yellow flame shaded red. The 
emblem was approved by Headquarters USAF in August 1952.  The USAFSS 
command emblem seen here was designed by Airman 2/C William "Bill" Rogers 
of Miami, Florida. His design was selected from a command-wide contest of 
entries. The “Freedom Through Vigilance” banner was added approximately 8 to 
10 years later. 
 



 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

                
    
    
    
    
    
    
    
 
 

          
          Age - Life 
   Membership Rates 
  76 and over...... $75 
  71-75 ............... $95 
  66-70................ $115    
. 61-65 ............... $160 . 
. 56-60 ............... $170 . 
. 51-55 ............... $185 . 
. 46-50 ............... $200 . 
. 41-45 ............... $220 . 
. 36-40 ............... $235 . 
. 31-35 ............... $250  
. 30 and under.....$265 
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Booz Allen Hamilton 
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Trofholz Technologies, Inc 
MultiLingual Solutions, Inc 

Sierra Nevada Corporation (In Memory of Maj Gen Paul Martin) 
 

GOLD PARTNERS* 
 

Prop Wash Gang 
L-3 Communications (Greenville) 

Security Service Federal Credit Union 
Air Force Federal Credit Union 

Mrs. Doyle Larson 
USAFSS Roll Call 
“Picnic Partners” 
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FTVA 
Grover Jackson 
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Lee and Jen Anthony 
Regis F. A. Urschler 

  Barnie and Judy Gavin 
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