
FTVA Value Statement: 

Many Air Force senior leaders, including the Chief of Staff, General David Goldfein, the Chief Master 
Sergeant of the Air Force, Kaleth Wright, the incoming new Chief of Staff, General Charles Brown, and 
others have recently released statements that should resonate with every member of the Freedom 
Through Vigilance Association (FTVA).  They stated, “It is time for every one of us to strive for 
understanding and a culture of inclusiveness and belonging across our Air Force, and “It is our very own 
General Benjamin O. Davis, Tuskegee Airman, who said, ‘The privileges of being an American belong to 
those brave enough to fight for them’.”  These sentiments were recently echoed by the Space Force 
Commander, General Jay Raymond, and Senior Enlisted Adviser, Chief Master Sergeant Roger 
Towberman (former Airborne Mission Supervisor), who said, “We have an opportunity to get this right 
from the beginning by making diversity and inclusion ‘one of the bedrock strengths” of the Space Force.  
And our 16th Air Force Commander, Lt General Timothy Haugh and Command Chief, Summer Leifer, 
have both implored NAF members to embrace diversity, challenge our own biases, and treat everyone 
with dignity and respect. 

Since the formation of the USAF Security Service (USAFSS) in October 1948, and in its various iterations 
since then to the present 16th Air Force, we recognize that the one constant and bedrock strength of our 
organization is the people.  Throughout the years, our leaders have understood that if we take care of 
the people, the people will take care of the mission.  Our people are as diverse as the missions we 
support.  Yet, despite these differences, we train and fight as one.  We value and understand the 
importance of respect and dignity for all, regardless of ethnic background, religion, gender, and/or 
sexual orientation. 

The FTVA reaffirms our commitment to our country and the people we serve.  Now is the time for 
reflection and listening to those that may not have had a voice at the table.  Those voices need to be 
heard and be part of this national debate.  We, as an organization, understand the sacrifices that have 
been made so that all Americans can enjoy the benefits of liberty, freedom and justice for all.  These 
benefits must encompass all Americans for we are greater in strength unified than in division.  The FTVA 
thanks all who have served and sacrificed through the years and remains committed to the values we 
hold dear of dignity and respect for all, duty well performed, honor in all things, and country above self! 

Remain in Touch, 

Evan V. Smith, President FTVA  

 


