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The President’s Corner
Members,
As we approach the capstone of the FTVA year, I’d like
to again urge each of you to make all efforts to attend our
annual reunion festivities 22 – 24 September 2011! The
FTVA and the AF ISR Agency collectively are excited to
sponsor and host the festivities, and we’re particularly
honored to have Lt Gen Larry D. James, AF/A2, as the
guest speaker for our banquet. I had the honor of meeting Lt Gen James during
the recent AFISRA Change of Command festivities, and look forward to hearing
more of his experiences (particularly with the space shuttle program) and
perspective on current events.
As with any Change of Command, we experienced mixed emotions. It was a
true pleasure to witness Lt Gen Heithold’s promotion ceremony, and difficult to
see this dynamic leader’s departure after a momentous tenure as AFISRA/CC.
At the same time we welcome the arrival of Maj Gen Otto, an impressive warrior
who brings so much depth and experience to the intelligence, surveillance, and
reconnaissance fields. We look forward to this new relationship and sincerely
wish General Otto the utmost success as he leads AFISRA during these
challenging times.
Please join me in congratulating another outstanding group of Hall of Honor
selectees: Brig Gen Charles L. Bishop, Col Wyatt “Chris” Cook, CMSgt Alan
Dowling, and GG-15 Jimmy R. Jones. It is so appropriate that their collective
and individual accomplishments be celebrated and documented in the walls of
AFISRA, and we look forward to their upcoming induction ceremony during the
reunion activities. Once again, Bob Sherwood’s team experienced a grueling
and painstaking selection process to recognize the “Best of the Best”, and I’m
grateful for their commitment, ethics, and integrity.
We continue to experience deep loss within our membership, and this will be
profoundly evident during the upcoming Remembrance Ceremony. I hope each
of you take the opportunity to reflect on the relationships you experienced with
those who have passed, and renew your support not only to each other, but to
those who are actively carrying the AFISRA torch. I’m intensely proud of what
the FTVA does for ALL generations, and thank each of you for enabling the
Association through your membership, contributions, and spirit of volunteerism.
Please join us in remembrance and celebration during our upcoming reunion!
Remain in touch,

Lee
1

Remain In Touch

September 2011

Hi Everyone,
It seems like, in almost every issue, I mention
that this is your newsletter and we depend on
your feedback as well as access to open unit
website exchanges. As you read through the
following pages, you’ll find that’s especially
true this time, with so many of you having
personally contributed to September’s RIT. In
order to “answer your mail”, we expanded the
History & Memories section and added to the Bits & Bytes inputs. Please note
that we’ve also added a “Then and Now” section using side-by-side comparison
photos of members and locations of interest. Thanks to all of you for being part
of this publication. Hope you enjoy the read. See ya at the annual reunion!
Sincerely,

Rass
EDITOR’S DISCLAIMER
Information in the form of letters, notes, fax, e-mail, or by phone is accepted
as true and factual. In order to include as much information as possible,
some of it may be edited for brevity or may be delayed for later publication.
Publishing of any article or notice in this Newsletter does not assure accuracy
or endorsement by the Association or Agency.
***************************************************************

What one Texas corncob said to the other.
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Soft Copy of Newsletter

Those interested in receiving the color softcopy of Remain in Touch newsletter
in .pdf format (instead of hard copy), go to the web site and fill in the form at:
http://www.ftva.org/FORMS/enewsletter.html to subscribe.
When a
newsletter is published, Bob Baert will put it in a protected directory on the
website. An e-mail will then be sent to those who subscribe to the softcopy
letting you know it is available and providing the new password. (Note: you still
have the option later on to go back to receiving the hard copy via regular mail).
E-mail Bob Baert: membersupport@ftva.org
___________________________________
Annual FTVA Directory & Dues
Reunion packets (ballots, banquet info etc.) were mailed to the membership in
mid-June along with the annual 2011 Member Directory.
FTVA annual memberships run from January to December. So, if the label on
the envelope this newsletter came in has the year “2011” after your name it is
time to send in your 2012 dues. As a reminder, dues are now $20.00 per year,
or $40.00 for two years. Please mail it to:
FREEDOM THROUGH VIGILANCE ASSOCIATION
P.O. Box 691616
San Antonio, Texas 78269-1616

Bob Baert, Membership Support
membersupport@ftva.org
___________________________________
FTVA Vigilant Partner Program
The Vigilant Partner program continues to be a vital part of FTVA activities. and
is essential to our success in meeting the objectives of the FTVA. Please take a
moment to review the list of partners on the back page of RIT. We try to give
them a word of thanks at every opportunity. We work very hard at managing
these monies wisely to try to fulfill every legitimate request that we receive. from
AFISRA. I would like to remind everyone that industry, corporations,
businesses and individuals interested in the Agency’s mission are invited to join
us in helping fund much needed programs. Anyone interested in becoming a
Vigilant Partner can contact me or any member of the FTVA board. I can be
reached at jmclendon@sbcglobal.net or at 210-493-9898. We will be very
pleased to bring you on as a “partner.”

Jim McLendon
Official Activities Chairman
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FTVA Hall of Honor Selections
The HOH selection committee chairman, Command CMSgt Bob Sherwood -Ret,
has announced this year’s selection of candidates for induction into the Hall of
Honor at the 24 Sep 2011 induction ceremony. Participating in this year’s
selection committee: Brig Gen Grover Jackson –USAF Ret; Col Bob Cope –
USAF Ret; Cmd CMSgt Okey Warden – USAF Ret; CMSgt /GS15 Bob Egger –
USAF Ret; CMSgt A. J. Harrison – USAF Ret; CMSgt Ed Jolly – USAF Ret;
and CMSgt Marco Aldez - USAF Ret.
On behalf of the FTVA, I am pleased to announce the following individuals have
been selected for induction into the FTVA Hall of Honor for 2011. Historically,
the names of the inductees are announced in the September issue of RIT and the
abbreviated biographies that appear in the Hall of Honor Induction Ceremony
program are published in the subsequent December issue. This year's four
inductees are:
Brig Gen Charles L. Bishop, USAF Ret
Col Wyatt C. Cook, USAF Ret
CMSgt Alan R. Dowling, , USAF Ret
Mr. Jimmy R. Jones, GG-15, USAF Ret

Bob Sherwood, Chairman
Hall of Honor Program
_________________________
AF ISR Agency History Office Looking for Pictures
From: A. J. Harrison Date: Fri, Aug 5, 2011
Subject: History Office request for photos of HQ USAFSS at Brooks
Rass,
Our AFISR Agency history office is looking for pictures of our first HQ at
Brooks... AF ISR Agency History Office is seeking photos of the HQ USAFSS
buildings on Brooks AFB, TX (ca. 1949-1953). This would be the time frame
after USAFSS moved from Arlington Hall, Virginia in April 1949 and before the
new HQ building was completed on Kelly AFB in August 1953. Strangely, it
seems we have no pictures of our HQ buildings at Brooks. Please contact
SMSgt BJ Jones at benjamin.jones@lackland.af.mil or call (210) 977-2303 if
you have any of these photos. We continue to work closely with the FTVA and
appreciate all the work the membership has done to help us recover some of our
lost treasures.
Thanks. A.J. Harrison
FTVA Picnic Chairman

4

Remain In Touch

September 2011

FTVA MEMBER SPOTLIGHT
Sculptor Jerry McKenna
Jerry McKenna
(FTVA
Life
Member) stands
among his many
sculptures at his
Boerne,
TX
studio.
(Photo
Lara).

by

Jerry

At 73, sculptor Jerry is in his prime. He first took up the art twenty-one years
ago, after retiring from the USAF at 52. McKenna’s story is a remarkable one.
McKenna divides his life into three: his childhood and student years at the
University of Notre Dame; his years in the Air Force and raising his family with
his wife, Gail; and the time after his military retirement, in which he has become
one of America’s most sought-after realist sculptors. His monumental bronze
sculptures and busts dot the country and the world, and include his iconic
rendition of Notre Dame football coaches, Air Force generals, saints, and
religious figures and moments in history – such as his sculptural tableaux of the
Lincoln-Douglas Debate in Alton, Illinois. He also has three sculptures in
Ireland.
Jerry is most proud of his Irish heritage. The McKennas emigrated from County
Monaghan in 1840 and his paternal grandmother was born in Cullen, County
Cork, and came to America in 1873. His mother’s family, the Dowlings, came
from Ballyhale, County Kilkenny and arrived in Baltimore in 1887. Over the
past thirty five years, McKenna has made over 40 trips to Ireland. He told Irish
America “If Gail and I make no other trips during the year, we always manage a
visit to Ireland. This year, we took our grand-daughter, Heather. We covered
1,000 miles and twenty-six of the thirty-two counties. Exhausting, but fun.”
For twenty-five years, the Irish America Magazine has recognized the country’s
100 outstanding Irish Americans of the year; this March, Jerry McKenna was
one of nine new inductees into the Irish American Hall of Fame, all of whom
were celebrated on its Top 100 list over the years. On the list, you can find
community leaders and government officials, philanthropist and human rights
activists, sports legends, and rising stars, Oscar-nominated actors and pioneering
scientists, and writers and musicians. (McKenna's self-published book, "A Third Life:
Sculptures for God, Country & Notre Dame," tells of his journey from billboard painter to lieutenant
colonel in USAF to accomplished sculptor.)
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AFISR AGENCY NEWS
AFISR Agency Change of Command
6/10/2011 - LACKLAND AIR FORCE BASE,
TEXAS -- Maj. Gen. Bradley Heithold, commander
of the Air Force Intelligence, Surveillance and
Reconnaissance agency since February 2009, has
been nominated for promotion to lieutenant general
and selected to be vice commander of U.S. Special
Operations Command. Maj. Gen. Robert Otto has
been named as his successor to take command of the
agency. General Otto is currently director of ISR
capabilities in the Office of the Air Force Deputy
Chief of Staff for ISR.
*************************************************************

AFISRA Historians Win AF Awards
by Wayne Amann AF ISR Agency Public Affairs (Redacted)
Air Force officials recently named the agency's History Office the winners of the
2010 Brig. Gen. Brian S. Gunderson Award for overall history program
management excellence, plus the winners of the Air Force Heritage Award for its
heritage center and projects, Award highlights included a photo digitization
project which converted more than 100,000 photos of unit activities from 1949
to the present and nearly 70,000 photos of worldwide intelligence activities The
Air Force Heritage Award nomination specifically cited the World War II
Enigma Cryptologic Machine exhibit, which has been viewed by hundreds of
visitors. The History Office created a visual presentation on the machine's
history, continuously shown on a digital photo frame. The accolades are no
surprise to AFISRA Commander, Maj. Gen Bradley A. Heithold. "The office
performed at a superb level during 2010," the general said. "The four-man team
epitomizes the very best in all they do. They are clearly the best History Office
in the Air Force. They exceed the speed of war each and every day!"
*******************************************************************

Question: What do people in China call THEIR “good plates”?
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7/27/2011 - LACKLAND AIR FORCE BASE, Texas -- One-by-one its metal
panels were peeled away like a steel orange. The water tower defining the
Security Hill skyline here since 1951 was being torn down. Construction
contractors leveled the 155-foot elevated storage tank earlier this summer,
clearing the area adjacent to the Cryptologic Systems Detachment for
approximately 22 parking spaces. In 1998, the Security Hill water tower, with
its 500,000 gallon capacity, was turned over to the San Antonio Water System.
Since then, SAWS has been working to restore the water redistribution system in
the Kelly Field Annex area and Port San Antonio. The Security Hill structure's
removal is part of a contract which includes the razing of the Jefferson Tank at
Port San Antonio, due for completion Aug. 1.

________________________________

Heithold Bids Farewell to FTVA
(Right) Prior to the formal FTVA monthly
BOD meeting on May 20, Maj Gen
Bradley Heithold, AFISR Agency
Commander, reviewed a few unclassified
talking points of interest marking the
completion of his tour as Agency
Commander.

(Left) A.J. Harrison presented the
general
a
‘Vietnam
War
memento’ in the form of a brick
from the infamous Hanoi Hilton
donated by the “Dogggers”
(Vietnamese Linguist) alumni for
the HQ History Museum.
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(Right) FTVA President Lee Anthony
presented Gen Heithold with a framed
caricature of various AFISRA ground
and air resources created by retired
CMSgt Steven Staycroft for this
special occasion.

*************************************************************

BEDSIDE MATTERS
Grover McMakin June 20
Recently Life Member A. A. “Jack” Allen heard that
Grover McMakin was now residing in a nursing home in
San Antonio close to Allen's
home.
After contacting
FTVA
BOD
member
Douglas
Holden
about
acquiring one of the new FTVA hats for himself,
Jack suggested that perhaps the Association might
donate one of the hats for a gift to Grover who has
lost all of his short term memory capabilities to
alzeimers.
Doug agreed and shortly after
receiving the hat, Jack took one to Colonel Mac
and the picture (right) shows the happy result.
Send good wishes to: Col (Ret) Grover McMakin
c/o Kelly McMakin
138 Lorenz
San Antonio TX 78209
___________________________

Steve Acuff Facebook May 15
Going to Emory Clinic tomorrow. Why? I have a tumor
located in my sinus and behind my left eye. Get fitted for a
mask and feeding tube, followed by radiation and chemo. I
have great doctors and believe everything will turn out alright.
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Steve Acuff June - July 2011 (Facebook)
Six weeks of radiation done, Can't drink enough water. Feeding tube doing OK!
Family is fantastic! Sore throat is major player. Moved to Hope Lodge and 5
weeks of chemo. Emory University in Atlanta is treating the blisters in my
mouth and lymph nodes (sinus) on my throat. Thanks for your thoughts and
prayers.
___________________________
Kevin Willey – Aug 3, 2011 (From Dean Daigle)- Fwd by Joe Hurst & B. Cope
Kevin Willey (Skivvy-9 DO, 1987) was operated on this past Monday. Doctors
in Seoul removed a malignancy on upper lobe of one of his lungs. In about 7
days, the Drs will know if it spread to lymph nodes; if so, he will begin chemo.
He and his wife are in as good spirits as can be expected; To drop Kevin a note,
here is his contact info: kevinwilley@me.com Kevin Willey
PSC 303 Box 26
APO AP, 96204 Dean Daigle
___________________________
My Visit With ‘Frenchy’
by Soppy Cresap on Saturday, June 18, 2011

Yesterday (Jun 17), I had a brief visit with Lt Col Chancel T. ‘Frenchy’ French
at an assisted living facility in the northeast suburbs of Atlanta, GA. Before I get
to Frenchy, I do want everyone to know that he is living in a top-notch and
certainly one of the better looking facilities I have seen. I really cannot comment
on the staff, as other than letting me in to the facility and pointing me in
Frenchy's direction I did not have any interaction with them. On a quick trip to
the restroom though, I did notice that they maintained a good situational
awareness of all the activity in the facility, and did it rather unobtrusively. If I
have need of an assisted living facility, I‘d want a place like this one.
I had no trouble immediately recognizing Frenchy as he looks almost exactly like
he did the last time I saw him 20+ years ago. He did not recognize me, which is
not surprising as we were stationed together for only brief periods. From our
conversation it seemed to me that he has no trouble generally recalling his last
assignment to the HQ and he certainly seemed to remember the officers as I got a
couple of big grins when I mentioned that Bob Cope and Ed Truelson wanted me
to pass along special greetings. When I mentioned any enlisted names from that
period, he did not seem to recall them. In addition, he seemed fuzzy on his
previous HQ assignment and I think that while he accepts that he was in Athens
he has no recollection of either the assignment or the personnel that he knew
there. Again, that is just my perception from our brief conversation. It came
across pretty clear, however, that there are numerous "holes" in his memory and
it bothers him that he can't recall some details, but I don't think he dwells on it.
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Although Frenchy couldn't remember me and our visit was only about a half
hour, when I left I promised to try to get back to visit him on my next trip down
to the Atlanta area. He seemed eager to see me again and I think he enjoyed a bit
of recollection. I do think he would appreciate occasional notes from old friends
in the "thinking of you" and recounting experiences category, and I definitely
recommend notes rather than cards. I think you would need to remind him of
shared experiences also, especially if you weren't together in his last 2-3
assignments on active duty. His address: Lt Col (Ret) Chancel T. French
Ivy Hall at St Ives
5835 Medlock Bridge Parkway
Alpharetta, GA 30022
**************************************************************
FTVA CHAPTER NEWS

On 2 June 2011 the Heritage Chapter held its quarterly
social at a local Chinese buffet restaurant. Our special
guests this quarter were members of the International
Officers Course from Goodfellow AFB. The Students
came from Taiwan, Turkey, Poland, Thailand,
Afganistan, and Estonia.

//Submitted by Larry Ross, Heritage Chapter Secretary//

(Left) Example of
dog-tags designed by
Kathie Bendinelli
provided by the
Heritage Chapter to
members and their
guests.
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Damiano New Goodfellow AFB commander
By Matthew Waller

SAN ANGELO, Texas June 22, 2011 — Goodfellow Air Force Base
Col. Thomas Geary, who has overseen the base since July 2009, handed
command to Col. Mark Damiano this morning in a ceremony attended by about
300 personnel from various branches of the military. A ceremonial pass-inreview marched in front of Damiano near the end of the hour-long event. Maj.
Gen. Mary Hertog officiated. "Today we've got the tough duty of bidding a fond
farewell," but also welcoming an able officer, Hertog said. Geary is leaving to
become the commander of the National Security Agency and Central Security
Service Texas in San Antonio. Damiano has been a commander at Fort George
G. Meade in Maryland since June 2009, focused on intelligence, surveillance
and reconnaissance. "He is a natural fit for our training venue," Hertog said.
*************************************************************

Chapter Donates Paver to Vietnam War Memorial
(Submitted by Ed Bendinelli)

For the second time in its history, San Angelo’s
Heritage Chapter purchased a paver from the
local Vietnam Veterans Association to be placed
at the San Angelo Vietnam War Memorial
located outside the city’s Regional Airport. On
April 28th, Heritage Chapter officers J.J.
Graham, Larry Ross and Ed Bendinelli met with
Tom Davis of VVA #457 to select a spot at the
Memorial where the paver will be placed. The
12” X 12” granite paver, inscribed with the
words: “The Heritage Chapter, Freedom Thru
Vigilance Association, San Angelo, TX, Salutes the Silent Warriors of the
United States Air Force Security
Service (USAFSS) 10/20/194808/01/1979” was dedicated during
ceremonies at the Memorial on
May 30, 2011. The first Heritage
Chapter paver was dedicated at the
same memorial on Memorial Day
1997.
L-R: (Front row) Terry Freatman,
Bruce Foreman; (Second Row)
Dick Myers, John French, Ed
Bendinelli;
(Back Row) Ron
Graham, Larry MIller, Larry Ross,
Don Goff. (Note: Bill Allen also attended ceremony but left before photo taken.)
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Sunshine Chapter Holds Charter Meeting
By Jim Kaus, President

We held our first meeting of the Sunshine Chapter, May
21st, in Ocala Florida. At the inaugural meeting, the
members placed me as president, Jay Johnson as vice
president, and Ric Smith as Secretary Treasurer

Back Row l-r - Jim Woolbert, John Gluschick, Tom Hunter, Luther Deese, Mike
Fraga, Florian Samala, Troy Powell, Bob Dice, Mark Kaus - Middle Row l-r Ric Smith, Dick O'Donnell, Helen Henderson, Gene Briggs, Tom McCullough,
Jim Klima, Dick Baxter - Front Row l-r - Capt Bernaki, Joe Charette, Bob
Sobzcak, Jay Johnson, Jim Kau.
1. Captain Jon Bernacki showed us a video about the
ISR
these days. Then he presented a slide
presentation describing the 361st ISR Group, its
Squadrons and Dets. Really worldwide in scope. The
Captain was a good spokesman for his Group, giving
us a great presentation, which was well received.
Capt Bernacki is the Assistant Director of Operations
for the 25th Intelligence Squadron (IS), Hurlburt
Field, FL He is responsible for more than two
hundred personnel delivering real-time direct threat
warning and enhanced situational awareness to
AFSOC and joint special operations forces worldwide.
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2. There were two critical items discussed and decided. The first item decided
is how many meetings will we hold each year. We talked about four, three, and
two. Four won, so we will hold meetings quarterly.
3. The second item we discussed was whether to always hold meetings at Ocala
which likely the most central location, or to float them to various places around
the state. Floating was the clear choice. It was then decided that at each meeting,
we hold nominations for where the next meeting would be held. Hurlburt, Ft
Lauterdale, and Patrick AFB were nominated. Hurlburt won.
4. Then, we talked about what this chapter is going to do. It'll come down to
helping the 361 IS in any way we can, and our goal will have more clarity after
we talk more to Colonel Kruse. Captain Bernacki told us about the frequent
deployments of the two hundred enlisted members of his Group, and the impact
that has on families. Jay Johnson will chair a committee with Bob Sobczak, and
John Gluschick to develop our goals and initiatives..

Tom McCullough, John Guschick,
Tom Hunter and Helen Henderson

Maryann Smith, Joanie Deese, Joy
Jones and Alice Kaus

(Left) Jay Johnson and Troy Powell

So, it’s the Hurlburt area for our next
meeting in late August or early September. I
hope you'll make plans to attend.

Please check out our website on-line at
http://www.sunshineftva.org
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Aloha Chapter, Honolulu, HI
by John Toillion, President

The Aloha Chapter had its most recent get together on
July 21st at the Hickam O’Club.

(Photo Left)
The Aloha Chapter’s
version of “Gang of 6”
included (L-R) Myself,
Ken “Hopi” Hopkins,
Steve and Marivic Crain,
Ken “Hopi” Hopkins, our
former Aloha Chapter
president, Ken Een who
just relocated back to
Hawaii after two years in
Okinawa. and Al Teel.
(Unfortunately
Dickie
Hites, who was back visiting from the Philippines, wasn’t able to make it as he
was under the weather.)
Topics for discussion as we chewed down
some good ole Mongolian BBQ (Photo
Right) included Retirement Tips (Hopi),
Travels (Steve and Marivic heading to the
Philippines for 10 days), life in Okinawa
and the not so good news on the Yen to
US dollar rate (Ken Een), and a recent
meeting with Lt Col Kristofer “Giff”
Gifford, new 324th IS Commander (me).
I had a great introduction with “Giff” who
said he’s aware of FTVA and knows Ken Williams very well. I shared with Giff
that when Ken was here we had the most active and robust 324th IS-Aloha
Chapter relationship. I provided him with an Aloha Chapter info sheet explaining
who we are and our desire to re-engage with the 324th IS. He agreed to continue
discussions on our relationship so am optimistic that we’ll get something going
soon. Am hoping to make it to my first FTVA Reunion in September and
anxious to meet the other Chapter presidents…along with many of you
“seasoned” cronies! Until then…ALOHA!
John Toillion President, Aloha Chapter
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REUNION INFORMATION

Sep 22 – 24, 2011
ANNUAL FTVA Reunion in San Antonio, TX
POC: president@ftva.org
Information: http://www.ftva.org
Comments: Reunion packets were mailed to the membership along with the
annual Member Directory in June.
_____________________________________________________________
Sep 22 – 24, 2011
Airborne Maintenance Technicians Ass’n (AMTA) Reunion
Location: San Antonio Airport Hilton to coincide with the 2011 FTVA annual
reunion activities. See AMTA website for further information.
POC: Johnnie Estes e-mail jte1@amtassociation.org
_____________________________________________________________
Sep 22 – 25, 2011
6918th Scty Gp Hakata, Japan
Location: San Antonio, Texas Lodging: Holiday Inn Riverwalk
POC: Bill Mink (Dawg Flt 1965 to 1967)
10 Cross Trees Rd. Brick, NJ 08723 E-mail: will.mink@gmail.com
Ph. (732) 477-3761 (732) 477-3761 or (201) 838-0881 (201) 838-0881
For continuing updates on reunion agenda visit: www.6918thhakata.com,
_____________________________________________________________
Oct 7-10, 2011
Peshawar Air Station website: www.6937th.org
Location: Gaithersburg, MD
POC – Stephen Matthews ph (301) 528-8695 or smatt02151@yahoo.com.
Comments - Holiday Inn at 2 Montgomery Village Avenue
Call 301-948-8900 for room reservations. Identify with "Peshawar Air Station".
http://www.facebook.com/event.php?eid=180476341986583
_____________________________________________________________
Oct 12 – 16, 2011
6927th RSM Onna Point, Okinawa
Location: Branson, MO
POC: Jerry Stein (fljerry@bellsouth.net )
or Steve Feit ( tr414cc@verizon.net)
Please visit http://6927.53merc.com for developing information.
_____________________________________________________________
Nov 13 – 15, 2011
29th Radio Squadron Mobile (Clark AB, PI)
Location: Quality Inn On The Beach, Biloxi, Mississippi.
POC: Bob Rennick ph - (704) 435-0555 Rennick@carolina.rr.com
_____________________________________________________________
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REUNION REPORTS
ANNUAL FALL OF SAIGON PARTY – Apr 28 - 30
VIETNAM VETERANS GATHER & REMEMBER
By Denise Morris, Posted May 1, 2011 (Redacted)
Photos and Comments submitted by Larry Miller

SAN ANGELO, Texas — It was the 1960s and '70s, and the nation was fighting
communism in wars cold and hot. Most young men were up for the draft, with a
strong likelihood of being sent to fight in Vietnam at 18 or 19. One group of
veterans, the USAF Vietnamese Cryptologic Linguists, held its annual reunion in
San Angelo this weekend, calling it "The 36th Fall of Saigon Party" to
commemorate the April 30 anniversary of the war's fundamental end.
They have nicknames like "Mo," "Ick," "Doc" and "God" — and for one
another, the utmost respect. "These are the most intelligent people you'll find
anywhere," said Bob Cope of San Antonio. "A lot of these guys have
Distinguished Flying Crosses, master's degrees and (speak) multiple languages.
Some haven't seen each other in 40 years."
The reunion was attended by 46 men, many bringing their wives. They played
golf, barbecued at Lake Nasworthy, held a dinner banquet at Zentner's Daughter,
evening receptions at Staybridge Suites, and informal outings around town.
Called "Doggers", they spent Friday touring Goodfellow Air Force Base, where
all had been stationed at some point in their training between 1965 and the
1980s. Several had returned to the base as instructors.
16
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"All the buildings we knew back then were hit by a wrecking ball," said San
Angelo resident Larry Miller, who hosted the epic three-day reunion with his
wife, Pat. "Our intelligence training facilities no longer have a security fence, but
it's still a windowless building." The day at Goodfellow involved a briefing on
base operations, a guided tour of the firefighter training facilities and a drive
down memory lane to sites now unrecognizable. A brief memorial service was
held for fallen Doggers.
"We miss them all and pay tribute to those buddies who sat the racks next to us,
the crew dogs that bumped around the skies with us, the NCOs and officers that
helped train us and gave us the resources and direction to do our best, and even
that sorry son-of-a-gun that barfed into your helmet bag during refueling," Miller
said as part of the eulogy. Most of the Doggers have either stayed in touch or
reconnected through Facebook or the Freedom Through Vigilance Association
organization website, which honors the USAF Security Services and has a San
Angelo chapter. "We really enjoy getting together and renewing acquaintances,
telling stories," Miller said. "Everyone has good memories." He and his wife
handed out maps, courtesy of the Chamber of Commerce, "if you want to find
that little bitty house you used to live in."
Joel Ware of Bellingham, Wash., discussed how these men came to be
Vietnamese linguists. "People were being drafted into the Army and Marine
Corps," he said. "One way to serve your country and do it the way you choose,
to have some control over it, was to join the Air Force. We all volunteered for
the Air Force, and then we all volunteered for language training, even though we
had no idea what that was," Ware said. "We were tested for language abilities,
and if you scored high enough, you were selected." Unlike most job descriptions
in the Vietnam War, this group really enjoyed their work — many staying in the
service after the war, or working as linguists in other capacities. Joel Ware, for
example, lists among his languages English, French, Spanish, Vietnamese and an
ancient Welsh dialect among his fluencies.
Bob Finch of West Virginia said once the war was over, people would choose
languages based upon where they wanted to go. He worked overseas for 20
years, learning Russian after Vietnamese. Larry Knipschield of Stanwood,
Wash., mastered Thai, North Vietnamese, Japanese, Okinawan and the
Indonesia-based Ogan. "You won't find anyone among us who didn't love what
we did," Eugene Mattke said. "I was told going into Security Service that we
were the ‘cream of the crop’. Much of the war material became declassified
years ago, but some of it remains classified. And while the average person is
somewhat guarded when interviewed by the press, a roomful of albeit friendly
intelligence experts is mindful. "Has anyone told you what we did?" asked one
Dogger on Friday. "I didn't think so."
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While the group remained upbeat and high-energy in true military fashion, there
was one poignant moment. At the Friday night banquet, host Miller presented a
glass-encased brick from the Hanoi Hilton — a “war trophy” of sorts — to
Dogger Tom Penn. Penn stood up to collect his award, in something of a daze
and certainly speechless as his eyes squinted back tears. "I really don't know
what to say. This means so much to me." Composed later, he told friends they
can ask his wife — he never, ever gets emotional. The presentation of the brick
was a first for this group. "There are a few thousand of these around since the
fall of Saigon. John McCain has a few," Berkely Cook said. "It was a great
honor, that Larry has given this brick to Tom." Asked why Penn was the Dogger
singled out for the brick, Miller replied only: "That is a deep, dark secret." No
one else was going to talk, either, although everyone knew.
The Doggers' lives in Vietnam consisted of 20-hour flying missions. They
remained airborne and endured in-flight refueling — during which "someone
always threw up." It was the odor, the humidity, the change in cabin pressure,
being tossed around in the sky and the frank risk of the operation that disturbed
gastronomic equilibrium. And if one of the 25 crypto-linguist crew aboard got
sick, it always seemed to set off a wave. "You'd grab the nearest thing you could
find, and once in a while, it was somebody's helmet bag," Miller said. "It was
really bad to pick up your helmet bag and find something in it." The linguists sat
on their parachutes and survival packs, like other crew members, the duration of
the flight. "We have more guys claiming disability for hemorrhoids…ahem, "
Miller said with his jovial smile. Heroes returned home to a largely hateful
America. "We didn't wear uniforms because we would be spit on," one Dogger
said. "We were called baby killers." He echoed what others have said since the
Fall of Saigon. Cook had another description of the Fall of Saigon. "It was like
a divorce or anything else you put a lot of effort into," he said. " because the war
wasn't lost in Vietnam, but it was lost over here."

Caamillo "Mo" Moralez and wife Marti
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John & Kathi Nicolai at first mixer

Chris & Steve Wempe, with Dan
"Doc" Watson being friendly.
(Left) Gary Koehn and Gene "Ick"
Mattke in the background. Tom Penn
and Berkeley Cook are in the
foreground with Larry Knipshield
with his back to the camera.

(Photo Right) Doc Watson, Larry Mills
and Gary Humphrey

Front: Mike Austin and Camillo "Mo" Moralez,
Back: Steve Wempe, John Nicolai, Dan Watson
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Herschel "Bean" Cole, Carl Wood,
and Dave Domyancic

Dan Watson, Pat Miller, Steve Wempe, and
John Nicolai

Larry Miller, Skip Derousse, and
Larry Mills

*******************************************************************
Det 2, 6910th Security Wing Bi-Annual Reunion
San Antonio, TX 16-19 June 2011
Posted by Steve and Gail Evans

56 Det 2 alumni and guests attended a 3 day reunion hosted by Anne and Homer
Waring., 30 of which attended a “meet and greet” the evening of 16 June.
Friday was an open day and a number of the group visited the Alamo,
Riverwalk and the Missions. Friday evening 20 to 30 of the attendees met in the
hotel meeting room and reminisced about the time spent with the unit at Camp
Pieri in Wiesbaden, Germany. The unit was in existence from mid to late 50’s
until 1969 and started out as Det 6, 6910th RGM then became Det 2, 6910 SW
and ended as OL3-ESR (Operating Location 3 - European Security Region)
Saturday, everyone assembled around 5 PM for an informal group business
meeting to discuss the location of the next reunion in 2013. Chris Sowell
volunteered to host the 2013 reunion in Kansas City, MO. The evening
festivities continued at the Drury Inn & Suites-North with a catered dinner.
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Unit “Alumni” at the Reunion

Hosts: Steve and Gail Evans
(Left) Steve Evans, Mel Seyffert,
Fred Jurman, Dave Rice and Herb
Wright enjoying meet and greet at
retired SMSgt Homer Waring’s house
in San Antonio.

(Right) Meet and greet hosts Homer
and Ann Waring being presented an
appreciation card by Al Reese.

(Left) Sunday morning brunch at
Steve and Gail Evans house.

War stories by retired Capt. Ralp
Williams and retired CMSgt Frank
Carroll to Charlie Adams and Tex
Murray.
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6918 RSM/Scty Sqdn Mini-Reunion
Hakata, Japan

posted by Stan Freymuth

Greetings! How cool it is that a group of 6918th alumni
can gather and enjoy camaraderie regardless of flight or
time period served in Japan. Those of us who have been
fortunate to experience it can tell you, this same feeling
of brotherhood is so strong you will never forget it in San
Antonio this coming September. Thanks to Dave Bethard for the following
report.
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The Misawa Project’s 9th National Reunion
Hilton Garden Inn, Atlanta, GA
July 7 – 9

(Above)
On July 7th, Team “Southern Tomodachi“
welcomed the Misawa Project “first responders” to their
hospitality suite at the Hilton Garden Inn in Atlanta.
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(Right) Still ‘fitting’ into their
AF
uniforms
Harold
Hollingshead, Jane Doolittle and
“Mr. Bob” who were a big help to
Joyce Godfrey and Lydia Crooks
in hosting the Atlanta reunion.

On Friday the gang got together with family
entertainers for more fun and games. The
ugliest shirt contest and fully loaded raffle table
were the center of attention. Then Saturday’s
Dance band capped off the annual reunion.
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(Left) Lydia Crooks, Andy & Joyce
Godfrey dancing up a storm.

(Right) Harold Hollingshead bugging
Jane Doolittle

Dennis Harlach: It was a another great and loud event, with jam sessions in the
hospitality room late Thursday, Friday and Saturday nites. Just typical three- nite
bull sessions with imbibing that did us proud. We were a few weeks late this year
so Mr Kaus had to excuse himself (probably the first he missed of our nine) to
prepare for upcoming Wash D C area and FTVA get togethers. Doing these
Misawa Reunions is a lot of work for whole teams of people, with plenty of
backup, as they rotate to different cities each year. But these really are amazing
works. Sat night was the highlight of this year’s reunion. The Honor guard from
local Air Bases (in this case, Staff Sgts and above) actually bring a choking of ur
throat, if not tears. While they stand at attention, we all joined in the National
Anthem and Pledge of Allegiance. A lone, empty table with tipped-up chair set
with symbolic pieces and a reading of what each symbolizes is presented.
Candles, lit for each of our brothers who fell from the sky, lights dimmed, and
muted taps played from the back doorway. I noticed the waiters coming out from
a side door to watch. George ("Navy") Logan was able to send our country's
flag to Missey Hqs for them to fly on the Hill on 9/11 a few years back. George
told the story of the flag, and again did us proud.
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Helen Henderson: July 10. Safely home in St. Augustine. Jim and Veronica
Woodard were soooo much fun to travel with to (and from) Atlanta. Mom
survived without me and says she knows we all had a great time together. Joyce
Godfrey and Jane Doolittle and all the members of Team Southern Tomodachi
really did go all out to make sure we had a good time. Thank-you all so very
much.
Lydia Crooks: Mark and Lyd home safe. vewy vewy tired and kinda talked out
(ha ha)...but man, we had fun. Thank you so much to every single person who
lifted a finger to make this the best reunion ever. So far. See you next year in St.
Louis!!!
Jim Boone: July 10, and we are safely back home again. Our heartfelt thanks to
all of you who worked your asses off to make this reunion one of the all time
great gatherings. Especially to Joyce and John, Jane Doolittle and Ed White. I
don't see how any of you could have enjoyed anything. Again, thank you.
**************************************************************

Yale Institute of Far Eastern Languages
14th Annual Reunion
Posted by Luther Deese on Roll Call

Several USAFSS pioneer linguists from the 1950’s
and graduates of the Chinese language training
program at Yale University in the 50’s and 60’s
attended this year’s annual IFEL reunion. The
following photo gallery was taken on June 2, 2011
at the Chungking Restaurant in Laurel, MD.
Bob Askew – June 12: Luther, Tommy McHugh looked just like I’ve always
remember him… Sorry I missed the reunion this year.
_____________________
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Chuck Semich – June 13: Memories of Tom and I along with Larry
Eshleman (RIP), Bill Sealover (RIP), Bob Krimm, Carl Taylor, and Del
Jolly in a gooney bird we ferried down to Vietnam from Korea Jan – Apr
1964.
______________________
Bob Willis – June 13: Chuck, I was in 6929th ('63-'64) and 6948th ('64-'66).
Sometime during this period I remember Larry Eshleman and Bill Sealover, and
believe it was while with the '48th at Goodfellow. May have been Osan. Can you
bring me up to date on them? RIP??.
______________________
Calvin Skidmore - June 19: Bob, you and I were at the 6948th with Larry
Eshleman. He and I followed each other around the globe for about 8 years. I
first met Larry at GAFB in 1961 in 202 school. We were at Danang from July
1963 to July 64, then the 6948th from 1964 to 67, and finally from September
1967 until May 70 in Okinawa. Larry died in Florida on my birthday in 2007. He
was a witty guy and being around him was always an unforgettable experience.

Gil Taylor and Jenny Clagett

Les Duffin and Earl Weiman

Kevin Scullin and Luther Deese

Stu Stanmore, Maureen Koseff, and
Mr and Mrs Pete Perry
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6917 Reunion Trip to San Vito, Italy
(As redacted from the My Family San Vito Amato Website)
Selected postings of Kim Hagen (Left) and Dave Bristol (Right)

Kim Hagen – April 6, 2011
Well, my bags are standing
with clothes ready for final
packing. I tested out my travel
clothes with good results this
weekend. Things seem to be
shaping up for the whole deal.
Barring any changes, we're looking to have a "Meet & Greet" type dinner
Monday night at La Locanda, a restaurant recommended by Bruno. Thursday is
Ostuni day with luncheon at Rest Club Spessite, and a bit of walkabout around
the old city. Friday is a day for Cellino.Marco, at the market in the morning, then
heading off to the estate for tour, luncheon, and wine tasting with Albano. Sort of
our big finale' We still haven’t gotten approval to go on the old SVAS base yet
but we are supposed to be able to walk on, so long as nothing falls through on
that one. Other spots I'm hoping to see include the coast down south of the
Brindisi area, seeing Carovigno/San Vito again, and Alberobello, with a morning
in Grottaglie, I hope ... for the ceramics. I think my sister would like that place a
lot.
Dave Bristol - I think that Kim and her sister are off today and we are headed to
Venice tomorrow (Thursday) and arrive in Venice late morning on Friday.
Flying to Brindisi on Sunday, April 10th. The time is here
Dave Bristol – Apr 8. We arrived in Venice yesterday after a smooth flight
from the USA and were met by Steve. Will be flying into Brindisi on Sunday.
Kim Hagen – April 11. Well, our group is migrating together and we are mostly
all ensconced in Hotel Minerva across
from the old base. Our early dinner at
the Minerva with guests from the
years...Angela and Alfredo, and the
Kovariks ... all of whom were friends of
my old boss, Arla Holder!! Admiral
Alfredo tried to get us onto SVAS, too.
Even though things did not work out, it
was fun to meet them and talk over
good times. The San Vito connection at
its finest!
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The hotel is in pretty good shape
with some areas not as nice as
when they rebuilt, but our rooms
are big and airy and the weather
couldn't be more perfect. Most
of the place seems absolutely PACKED with tourists. We had Austrians and
maybe some Germans but you could not help but be amazed by the amount of
people crammed into the buses coming in and out of the Minerva. We were an
amazingly small group compared to the bus traffic and tour type people, but I
remember my surprise at FOUR carabineeri jeeps parked in the back section.
The Wine Sampling Tour
While Caroline and Jim Schnickel
look on, Chet Gulczynski looks like
he is about to take off with the wine
samples on the massive olive wood
table in the winery during our Estate
Tour. ;-)
Kim Hagen - This was one of my
favorite parts of the tour, through the
winery. It had been massively
Up-graded since my day, although
I remember the location and the steps
Albano Estate near Cellino’s.Marco
downward. They had a beautiful display of the various wines they make. There
were HUGE oak barrels, and our guide showed us how to check if they were
filled or not. In my day, the estate only offered a very few varieties, but
nowadays they have quite a few.
(Left) Happy Hour (in the Minerva hotel
lobby).
Clockwise,
from
left:
Dave Bristol, Shirley Bristol, Al
Krombach, Vickie Krombach, Kendall
Ricker (Kim Hagen's sister/traveling
companion), Amelia Schnickel, Caroline
Gulczynski, Kim Hagen.
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(Photo Right) L-R: Dave Bristol,
Shirley Bristol, Al Krombach,
Vickie Krombach, Kendall Ricker
(Kim
Hagen's
sister/traveling
companion), Amelia Schnickel,
Caroline Gulczynski, Kim Hagen.

The wives curtailed their
shopping and made it back to the
rendezvous point at the Main
Square. Here we are waiting for
the rest of our party. The
Krombachs, Willis, Jeanfreau,
and Schnickel families all lined
up on the marble steps.
Kim Hagen – Apr 13. No, we never actually got onto the base. For all my big
talk, I did consider breaking into the fence line, but I think my sister would have
killed me. More importantly, as Jim & Emilia Schnickel can attest, the weeds
and grass were quite high and I did not bring along my snake boots. I thought
about it, the fence line is definitely NOT what you would call secure. Our train
took us along the back side of the base. We talked with some sadness that the
base wasn't kept up and used like it could-should have been! We took the full
ride down around the perimeter of the base and you could basically see where
the one, small, lone operation stands ... if only by the cars parked there. Then
you have a pretty solid view of all the buildings, most of which are fairly
decrepit and getting worse, I imagine. You can see where the Old Base Housing
(the stuff that was hauled in from Wheelus AS in Libya,) had been taken down
and what rubble was left . Then, the remains of the unit in the Newer Old Base
Housing, which in my day had a lot of senior NCO quarters. In this section was
part that had burned and you could see the heavy damage in the unit they have
not yet taken out. Everything else pretty much stands. The old school, which
was near where the OLD base housing sat, is still standing. Some of the
buildings I've forgotten, as the perspective is different from the fence line.
Outside the base, there are two newer compounds of military, which I am
surprised weren't located on the old base. But they are closer up to the road.
And one looked sort of like a motor pool or storage area for a lot of vehicles.
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HISTORY & MEMORIES
The Flight of Misawa Aero Club L-19
Name – Chuck Miller - rancherchuck@swtexas.net
To: FTVA - newsletter@ftva.org
Comment - On page 34 of the current issue (June, 2011) of "Remain in Touch"
there is an article entitled "Misawa Aero club in 1967" and an accompanying
photo. It was posted by a "Joe Davis." I would
very much like to get in touch with Joe, as I was
also in the aero club at that time and flew the
plane in the photo, and my flight instructor was
also the young airman in the rear seat. I can find
no listing for Joe on the FTVA site or in the
Membership directory. Do you have a phone
number/ e-mail address for Joe? Chuck Miller, 18-Jun-11
-------------- Reply ----------------Chuck Keeping in Touch is what the FTVA is all about. I pulled that post off of the
Misawa website. Personal information is made available to members of the online website and I remind you to please protect it as a trusted friend. The
following information on Joe Davis applies. //Information redacted.//
v/r Dennis Rassmussen Newsletter Editor
--------------Reply-----------------Rass,
Thank you very, very much for your quick response. Outstanding service like
that is what we've come to expect from the staff of this great organization. And
please rest assured that I will hold the information in the strictest confidence.
I have several friends who were at Misawa at the same time, and who were also
members of the aero club and took flying lessons there, some of them with that
same Flight Instructor, Roy Bishop. With Joe's permission, I may share his
address with them, but only with his say so. Once again I'd like to thank you for
your quick response to my query for contact information. I loved flying that
airplane. Several years ago, I got curious about the final disposition of our club's
planes so I started tracking them on
the internet. Of major interest to
Joe, given his obvious fondness for
the L-19, is the fact that it not only
is still flying, but is now a proud
citizen of the Lone Star State, and
residence with her owner in Paris,
Texas.
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After an extensive search, I found the location of the plane in Northern
California. I contacted the owner, told him of my history with his plane and he
related the following story about the plane's return to the States.
After my wife and I left Misawa in 1968, the A.F. decided to close the Misawa
Aero Club (c. 1970). An airline pilot who flew for one of the CIA non-airlines
hauling supplies to Viet Nam, heard about the L-19 being offered for sale. He
came up to Misawa, liked what he saw, bought the L-19, and it flew it back to his
home base which I believe was Tachikawa. He partially rebuilt the Bird-Dog
there, and then came up with a very unorthodox idea of how to get it back to the
U.S. It seems that he was acquainted with the skipper of a U.S. Navy aircraft
carrier that was due to leave Yokosuka Naval Base soon to go to San Francisco.
He made a deal with the skipper and as the carrier departed and was a good
distance from shore, he flew the L-19 out and landed it on the deck of the carrier.
He ‘hopped’ back to the mainland by helicopter. Shortly thereafter, he returned
to the U.S. and when the carrier was within range of San Francisco, a helicopter
flew ashore, picked him up and carried him out to the inbound carrier. He took
off in the Bird Dog and flew it to an airport near his home in Northern CA.
After starting an extensive rebuild, his arthritic back condition worsened and he
had to quit, so he reluctantly advertised the plane for sale.
A guy in Paris, Texas heard about it, contacted him, and made a deal. The plane
was partly disassembled, loaded into a trailer and hauled to Paris, Texas. There
the plane went through an extensive professional rebuild and was received a
beautiful authentic U.S. Army Arctic paint job. I kept in contact with the owner
and was itching to see "my" plane one more time. I found out he would be at the
Kerrville, Texas airport in 2005, for the annual "Bird-Dog Roundup", so I
jumped at the chance to once again see the plane in which my wife and I had
spent many happy hours tooling around the skies over northern Honshu. A friend
of mine who owns a plane was delighted to fly us up to Kerrville so he could see
the fly-in of war birds. There
were at least a dozen L-19s there,
but I only had eyes for one of
them - my plane from over 35
years before.
(See right: photo of the plane,
with me in long pants, and the
owner in shorts at the 2005
"Round-up").
P.S. The plane was so well re-built and cared for that it won many prizes at
subsequent Air Shows including the famous EAA Annual Fly-in in Oshkosh,
Wisconsin.
Regards, Chuck
32

Remain In Touch

September 2011

From: Frederick W. Barnes
To: newsletter@ftva.org June 26, 2011
Subject: Letter to the Editor
I was completely surprised when I read the June 2011 Remain in Touch
Newsletter and came to page 32. My picture and article from the August 1966
Spokesman appeared. Rass, you must have been digging through the archives as
this event happened over 45 years ago. The award was a team effort of the
veteran and young analysts (W202's) who worked 24/7 to achieve this award. In
addition to the analysts who worked with me, I would be remiss if I didn't
recognize Operations Officer, Major Al James and Operations NCOIC, CMSgt
Lloyd Hayes for their support of the Weather Mission at the 6918th Squadron,
Hakata, Japan. Thank you, Rass, for bringing back many fond memories of
"Team Weather" while we were at the White Sand Beach Area of Hakata, Japan
from 1965-1967. Your many interesting articles are greatly appreciated.
Fred Barnes
*******************************************************************
1973 – CMSAF Dick Kisling Misawa Visit
Posted by B.J. Cook
In 1973, CMSAF Richard “Dick” Kisling came through the Far East on a trip
visiting the troops.
Col
Touby (6920th Gp Cmdr)
knew Dick very well - as I did
(both in Personnel at Cmd
Hq) so, Col T got Dick to
visit Misawa (not on his
agenda). Dick used the 5th AF
Cmdr's acft to fly to Missy.
He addressed a group of
NCO's at the Mess Hall, etc.
Upon his departure at the
terminal, I presented Dick
(left above) w/a SENCO
certificate (protocol done to all visiting dignitaries). Dick gave me directions in
establishing (w Col T's approval) the SENCO at Misawa and by proclamation
(Col T), I was the first Prez and by virtue, it was indeed a privilege to present
CMSAF with the certificate. The design on the certificate was accomplished
by MSgt Stephenson (Base HQs).
*************************************************************

Knowledge is knowing a tomato is a fruit - Wisdom is NOT putting it in a fruit salad.
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1st RSM, Misawa AB, Japan (1953)
Posted By: Jim Kaus

Description: High Speed morse
collection
and
transcribing
position. I remember one rack in
Misawa in 1958.
Don Mencl 6937 & 6986th: This
is intriguing -- Hi speed morse,
collect and transcribe? How fast?
Was it sent by key/bug or by
machine? Cut numbers or what?
Dave Worsham - May 27 - Don, I did that at Kelly (found the hi-speed side and
handed to off to the back room) and again at Misawa. At Misawa, I would find
the live op receiving end (he would come up on a sked), and then do some G.I.
math to find the transmitting hi-speed end and tape it. After they went silent, I
would transcribe the hi-speed onto the bottom of the live traffic and pass off.
When hi-speed was slowed down it was machine perfect, so I am guessing they
cut something like a chad tape and ran it through.
*******************************************************************
6910 SW, Darmstadt, Germany (1964)
Posted by Jim Kaus
Description: (Left) The photo
caption says: Operations Intercept
Position.
This is a voice position. SP-600 on
the left, R-390 on the right, tape
deck up above. What I'm missing is
the PVO maps above the position.
But that was probably the most
classified part of this whole
photograph.
Bill Burhans (57-67) – June 16 I happened to be one of the fortunate ones who
stayed with the Russian language on every assignment during my 28+ years of
active duty (less the all-expenses paid year in SEA). In addition, in essence, I
have been working as a translator/interpreter/analyst/consultant ever since I
graduated from Monterey in December 1957. During my days as an operator in
Bingen and Sembach, it is my recollection that the R-390 was on my left, the SP600 on my right to facilitate searching and the PT-6 stacked, with the controls
below the reel-to-reel tapes. Fond memories of those days!
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Hakata Rockets (6918th SS) Championship Football Team - 1970
Posted by Oly Harrison

This photo of the All-Japan Champs was posted on the 6918thSS Hakata web
site. A number of these players went to Misawa when Hakata closed in 1972.
#60 is Ron Gilbert, #85 is Dough Hardeman, #33 is Len Dowdell, #22 is Rod
Tuescher, #53 is Fred Corsi, #21 is Chuck Wellner, #82 is Oly Harrison, #31 is
LB Jim "Killer" Miller who later became a Commander of ESC. #85 is
unknown. Our own Mike Miller also played on this team. Oly
*****************************************************************
Rein-Mein, Germany 6916th Ditty Catchers – 1969
Posted by Bob Hull

Tom
Crowley,
Bennie
Honaker,
Wally Covert, ,unk,
Johnny Watkins, Bill
Beecher,
Bob
Schrum, Bob Hull,
and Jerry Bussure.
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Lest We Forget
A Tribute to
CMSgt Ron Davey
Feb 1934 – Jul 1990
Posted by John Simmons

I visited ‘Combat Ron’ Davey's grave site in early
June at the behest of Pete Seigel. Ron is interred in
the Boulder City Veteran's cemetery (outside of Las
Vegas). Many in USAFSS/ESC
remember him fondly, always a
gentleman, always with a humorous
quip. Fittingly he lies only a short
drive from the Boulder Creek Golf
Club. RIP, Combat Ron. Note that
he was only 56 years old when he
passed away. That's very young by
today's standards. There are many
others who did not survive their 50s
and early 60s.
Others said…
Perry Keeton: Ron packed a lot of living into those 56 years. Great guy. RIP.
_______________________
Walter C. Rosenstrom: One of the best – in any era and by any measure. RIP,
old friend.
_______________________
John Nolander: Ron was at the 6990th when I arrived as 2Lt in 72; and had
been there for a while I believe. During one Typhoon evac, we were drinking
beer downtown and addressing him as “Col Big Ron”. Some officer flight crews
came in (SAC or MAC) and believed he was indeed Col Big Ron and kissed up
to him royally for hours. Ron played it up all the way. This is the kind of troop
that should be represented in the Hall of Honor. Great Guy!
Bob Finch: A group of us had just arrived in Okinawa in June/July ‘71 and
three of us ran into Combat Ron and some others at a watering hole on Moromi
St. He offered to order three beers for us because “he spoke the language” and
we were newbies. Unfortunately, we got a glass of water (mizu) instead of of
three (mitsu) beers. He had obviously been there for a while.
___________________
Darr King: Ron Davey is one of those outstanding NCO's...who passed through
my "speed of light" career...I'll never forget.
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NO WHITE CROSSES IN THE NORTH PACIFIC
(IN MEMORY OF RIVET AMBER – BERING SEA – JUNE 5, 1969)

The image above is a video capture taken from an 8mm home movie titled “A
Place Called Shemya” by Capt. Larry Wendfelt, Maj. Alan R. “Lurch” Hansen
and Capt. Robert L. “Viper” Brown. This is the last known image ever recorded
of Rivet Amber as she departs Shemya in 1969. It was shot about two weeks
before she vanished over the Bering Sea on 5 June 1969 with 19 souls aboard.
The entire movie is linked below on YouTube (14 Min. No Sound).
http://community2.webtv.net/@HH!B2!E8!1FD8DDA69D60/KingdonAviation/
RivetBallAmberShemya/page11.html
37

Remain In Touch

September 2011
IN MEMORIAM
Posted By: Jim Kaus
(Left) On June 26, 2011, I placed the
order for a special Wreath to be left at
the grave site of the Crew of 60528 at
Arlington National Cemetary in the
name of Roll Call.//Jim Kaus//
“Abaundant blessings upon the crew, all
who served and knew them, and on those
who made this memorial wreath
possible. These silent warriors live on in
our memories”.//Don Watson//

*************************************************
MEMORIALS
The FTVA acknowledges the following
bequests, generously donated to the
FTVA in memory of:
Maj Gen (Ret) Doyle Larson by:
Mrs. Doyle Larson
Maj Gen (Ret) Paul Martin by:
The Sierra Nevada Corporation
CMSgt (Ret) Daniel Dapolito by:
E. E. Shackelford
Maj Ronald C. Bell by:
Bin Ng
All donations will be used in providing financial assistance directly to the people
programs of the Air Force Intelligence, Surveillance, and Reconnaissance
Agency (AF ISRA) and its predecessor organizations.
******************************************************************

Yesterday is History, Tomorrow is a Mystery, Today is a Gift
That is why it is called: THE PRESENT. .
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FALLEN EAGLES

Having learned of the following losses from caring relatives, friends or
obituaries, we offer prayers and sympathy to their loved ones. “It is the
soldier above all others who prays for peace, for it is the soldier who must
suffer and bear the deepest wounds and scars of war.” ~ Douglas MacArthur.
Compiled by Wayne Tallant, Associate Editor

Biggerstaff, “Al” Carl, SMSgt, USAF-Ret.
Cecil Jr., David Allen, USAFSS-Vet.
Cornett, Norman, SSgt-USAF
Crawford, Norman D., CMSgt, USAF-Ret.
Curbelo, Robert, USAFSS-Vet.
Cuvo, “John” Joseph A., CMSgt, USAF-Ret.
Eddy, David H., Lt. Col.-USAF-Ret. Mbr. – HOH-1987
Ellerbe, Roger Allen, USAFSS-Vet.
Emerson, “Tom” Thomas C., MSgt, USAF-Ret. Life Mbr.
Gerlich, Edward C., SSgt-USAF
Gilbert, Lincoln J., USAFSS-Vet.
Giovaninni, Mary Bethel, Spouse of Max Giovaninni Col, USAF-Ret. Mbr.
Gray, “Duane” Leslie, USAFSS-Vet.
Jakaboski, Theodore Patrick, USAFSS-Vet. Life Mbr.
Johnson, Scott, USAFSS-Vet.
Mckissick, George F., CMSgt, USAF-Ret.
Morris, Marilyn L., Mbr. Spouse of Billy L. Morris, SMSGT, USAF-Ret. (Dec)
Olds, “Charlie” Charles, USAFSS-Vet.
Preslar, Roger L., USAFSS-Vet.
Rolland, Dale, USAFSS-Vet.
Scaramel, “Bill” William, MSgt, USAF-Ret.
Sinnard, John, USAFSS-Vet.
Sprague, Roger L., USAFSS-Vet.
Taragas, Michael T. Col, USAF-Ret.
Tarr, George E., MSgt, USAF-Ret.
Wallace, Charles E., USAFSS-Vet.
Willett, Charles B. SSgt-USAFSS
Williams, Thaddeus “Thad” E., SMSgt-USAF-Ret.
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SMSgt Carl "Al" Biggerstaff, 77, died on Wednesday, July
13, 2011, at his residence. Al was born Nov. 15, 1933, in
Lebanon, Ind. Al served in the USAF Reserves at Bunker Hill
Air Force Base, Indiana from 1950 to 1953, and on active duty
in the United States Air Force Security Service from 1953, until
his retirement in January 1977. His overseas tours included
Ashiya AB, Japan (1954-1956); RAF Kirknewton,
Edinburough, Scotland (1960-1963); Clark AB Philippines (1963-1967) and a
second tour (1969-1970); Iraklion Air Station, Crete, Greece (1972-1976). His
stateside tours included Lackland AFB, Texas: Keesler AFB, Miss.; Brooks
AFB Texas; McChord AFB, Washington; March AFB, Calif.; the National
Security Agency, Fort George Meade, Md.; and three tours at Goodfellow Air
Force Base (1967-1969, 1970-1972, and 1976-1977.) He was preceded in death
by his wife, Patsy Jean Biggerstaff. //Obit// //Gerard Ferris//
*******************************************************************
CMSgt Norman D. Crawford, was passed into the hands of
our Lord on Thursday, June 16, 2011, at the age of 83. He was
born August 24, 1927 in Bush, Louisiana to Albert and Emily
Crawford. Norman's life was marked by service to God and
country, as well as love of family. After graduating from
Covington High School in 1945, he immediately joined the
Army Air Corps. He was recalled by the U.S. Air Force during
the Korean War and served for the next 30 years, retiring in 1978. From there,
he joined the Federal Civil Service, retiring from the Air Force Cryptologic
Support Center at Kelly Air Force Base after 14 years. Norman is survived by
his loving wife of 60 years, Frances Crawford. //Obit//
****************************************************************
Robert Curbelo, a member of the 6949th ESS/ESC Able
Flight [Los Animales de la Selva] passed away this afternoon
in
his
home
in
Atlanta,
Georgia
after
fighting for years a number of physical battles resulting from a
massive stroke. For those who had the gift to know and share
with Robert, Robert was a shining ray of light in our cloudy
days. May Robert rest in peace. //E-Mail Willie Rios//
*******************************************************************
CMSgt. Joseph A. "John" Cuvo passed away on Monday
May 30, 2011 at the age of 73. He was born on June 13, 1937 in
Easton, Pennsylvania to Benedict and Antoinette (Calafiore)
Cuvo. He is survived by his wife of 52 years, Rosalie Cuvo.
Chief Cuvo was the command personnel staffer in the mid 80’s.
//Obit//
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Lt. Col. David H. Eddy, of Universal City, TX and Virginia
Beach, VA passed away on June 14, 2011 after a short illness.
Lt. Col. Eddy was born Oct. 8, 1931 in Freeport, NY to Olin
Wells and Susan Louise (Gates) Eddy. He attended DavisElkins College earning a Bachelors degree in Business
Administration. He then enlisted in the USAF and was assigned
to the Aviation Cadet program at Lackland AFB. He
commissioned a 2nd Lt. and was sent to navigator training at Harlingen AFB and
was then assigned to the Strategic Air Command serving in the early days of the
Cold War. Lt. Col. Eddy served for 26 years in various capacities, including
three combat tours in Vietnam and two commands; the 6994th and 6916th
Security Service Squadrons. Most notable were his accomplishments during his
years in the Airborne Radio Direction Finding or ARDF program, serving as a
navigator, program manager, operations officer, and commander. His awards
include the Distinguished Flying Cross, two Bronze Stars, and 10 Air Medals.
His final assignment prior to retirement was at the National Security Agency in
Ft. Meade, MD. As significant as his Air Force accomplishments were, David
was equally known by his friends, family, and co-workers as an all-around super
person. //Obit//
____________________
I always considered Col Eddy to be the father of USAFSS EC-47 ARDF
program. He was my CO at TSN in Saigon and I remained in contact with him
while he was with Watkins-Johnson Defense Contractor in Gaithersburg, Md
and into his retirement. I think he was one of the best commanders there were in
USAFSS and a genuinely wonderful man. //David Nabb//
____________________
Everyone, he was a great Commander and outstanding navigator. He envisioned,
planned, designed, and supervised the building of the first EC-47 platforms -then went to Vietnam to fly the missions as a navigator. I flew many a mission
with him during my tour in Vietnam. He was one of the Air Force commanders
that I truly admired. //John House//
____________________
Great guy and a terrific person. I did a lot of trouble shooting for him in TSN
and Da Nang. He will be missed. //Czubinski//
____________________
"You may or may not know... we all lost a great man tonight. A great father,
brother, uncle, grandfather, "poppy", military officer, hero and most of all my
buddy! He fought long and hard these last several weeks. Mark, Beth, David and
I stayed by his side. We spoke of great times as a family and laughed quite often!
Dad knew we were with him and we could tell he would even smile at times
along with us! All he wanted was to have his 4 kids with him one last time, and
he got his wish! Remember the many, many lives he touched over his 79 years.
We have received amazing cards, and letters. We can't thank you enough for the
support and love you've given all of us! Sweet Dreams Daddy-o's..... I'll be
dancing with you again in heaven one day! Love, your baby girl" //Mary//
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Roger Allen Ellerbe, 72, passed away unexpectedly at home
on Thursday, June 9, 2011. He was born July 23, 1938 in High
Point, NC to the late Carl and Wilma Ellerbe. Roger retired in
2008 from Highland Containers in Jamestown, NC after 40
years of sales service in the corrugated packaging industry.
Roger had a compassionate heart and a quick wit. He was both
artistic and inventive and loved problem solving. He was unique --- definitely
"one of a kind". He served four years in the U.S. Air Force from 1957-1961,
spending one year in Crete, Greece as a radar operator, intercepting messages
from enemy forces. He is survived by his beloved wife of 51 years, Jeannie Blair
Ellerbe. //Obit – Hugh Hill Roll Call Web Site//
*******************************************************************
MSgt Thomas C. “Tom” Emerson, 77, of San Antonio, TX,
passed on Wednesday, June 22, 2011 from the effects of
Emphysema. Born on February 6, 1934 in Washington D.C.,
the only child of Louella Katherine Kreigbaum Bohannon,
raised in Plattsburgh, NY, served as an acolyte in the Catholic
Church and graduated two years early from Plattsburgh HS in
1950. He married in Junction City, KS 1954 and became a member of the First
Christian Church. He enlisted in the USAF in 1955 fighting in the Cold War as a
Russian linguist, Crypto- Analyst. He deployed to various posts throughout the
world serving for 24 years achieving the rank of Master Sergeant. He continued
his service in a civilian role at NSA until 1993. He is survived by his former
spouse, Marci Emerson of Burleson, Texas. //Obit//
_________________________
Tom was a good friend ever since we were in Intermediate Russian together at
Syracuse in 1965-1966. Our paths crossed at least twice at Ft. Meade, the last
time in 1983-1985 when Tom was a civilian and I was close to retirement. Tom
was – as he said – a triple threat, having been a 201 and 202 before cross
training to be a linguist. Tom was at Shiroi in 1956 where he first knew his lifelong friend Murl Spears, who passed away not long ago. I know that Tom pulled
a remote in Turkey, perhaps in the late 1960’s. If you knew Tom, you’ll
remember his for his great sense of humor. He was a kind hearted guy and dear
friend and I am deeply saddened by his passing. //Bill Diester – Roll Call Web
Site//
*******************************************************************
SSgt Edward C. Gerlich, 80, died in Phoenix, AZ on 25 June
2011. Ed was a member of the 6910th Security Group at Brooks
AFB, Darmstadt and Landsberg am Lech, Germany (19511955). His death was sadly reported longtime friend //James
Duffy//

42

Remain In Touch

September 2011

Lincoln John Gilbert, 74, died Friday, July 1, 2011, at home,
of lung cancer. Born Oct. 21, 1936, in Worcester, Mass., to
Rodney and Caroline Gilbert. He was a 1954 graduate of
Hillsboro High School. After a year at Harvard, he enlisted in
the Air Force and served as a Serbo-Croatian and Russian
linguist. He was a recipient of the Medal for Military Merit and
the Air Medal. After leaving the Air Force, he graduated from the U. of Md. and
worked for the U.S. Postal Service in Washington, D.C. He is survived by his
wife, Laura-Jean. //Obit// Lincoln asked me to ask you to let his friends in your
6916th group know of his death. //Thanks – Lolly Gilbert//
_________________
Lincoln J. Gilbert 74 - former Serbo-Croatian linguist @ Rhein-Main in the late
50's - early 60's.aerved two tours at R/M. 56-60 as Serb and 61-65 as Russian
linguist double threat. Did all the usual things: Incirlik, Tehran, Athens, Aviano,
Airborne Mission Supervisor when still A1C (E4). He got out in 1970. I'd call
him the PWG's "Intellectual in Residence". //Bob Cope//
___________________
Words escape me at this loss. Lincoln did not retire from the AF but chose to
get out with something like 17 years behind him. He worked for the postal
department in DC and, as a guide. used his linguistic skills in Serb, Russian, and
German. He met and married Lolly in DC. Lincoln had one of the sharpest minds
I have known. //Butch Moore// Butch, that is truly sad news. Linc and I shared
some interesting experiences during our careers, and I am forever in hisdebt. I
think everyone who knew him will agree that he was a unique personality, and he
was the first AF enlisted person I had ever met who had attended Harvard (Tom
Crum was the second). I expect his memory will be well preserved in PWG
legends for many years to come. //Tom Tennant//
*******************************************************************
Mary Bethel Giovannini was called to be with our Lord on
May 22, 2011. She is survived by her husband, Col. Max
Giovannini (USAF-Ret.). Mary was born Mary Bethel Kincaid
on October 14, 1928 in St. Francis, Arkansas, but spent most of
her youth in Kentucky and southern Illinois. After marrying 2nd
Lt. Max Giovannini, she traveled the world, supporting her
husband on twelve military assignments, four of them overseas,
in Tripoli, Libya, Frankfurt, Germany, Wakkanai, Japan, and
Karamursel, Turkey, before making their retirement home in San Antonio. She
devoted countless hours to volunteer service, in base hospitals and schools, at
her church, for the Red Cross, and at the Lackland AFB Thrift Shop. //Obit//
*******************************************************************
Leslie "Duane" Gray, 73, formerly of 4115 Mistletoe Court and Bickford
Cottage in Quincy, MO. died June 22, 2011 at Levering Nursing Home in
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Hannibal, Mo. Duane was born Aug. 8, 1937, in Moline, the son of John E. and
Leona J. Knox Gray. He married Maureen A. Miller on Nov. 1, 1963, in the Old
Stone Church, Osawatomie, Kan. She survives. Duane was a 1955 Quincy High
School graduate and served in the U.S. Air Force from June 1955 to June 1959.
An amateur radio operator since he was 13 years old and went by W9QMU.
//Terry Cullivan – Misawa Web Site//
*******************************************************************
Theodore Patrick Jakaboski, 79, passed away Dec 6, 2010 in Fabens, TX. He
was born March 17, 1931. He is interred at Ft. Bliss National Cemetery. //EMail – Theodore K. Jakaboski – Son//
*******************************************************************
Scott Johnson passed away last night, 07 June, at 08:55 after a long battle with
cancer. Please be in prayer for his wife and 3 young daughters.
//E-mail from Paul Pritschow to Association of Spanish Flyers//
*******************************************************************
Marilyn L. Morris passed away on June 9, 2011 at her home in
Shalimar, FL. She was the widow of SMSgt. Billy L. Morris
(Ret.) who preceded her in death on March 2, 2009. She was a
dedicated wife and mother and was involved in helping others . Named Family
Services Volunteer of the Year in 1968 for her efforts on behalf of the Family
Services and the AYA Teen Club Board in Darmstadt. //E-Mail - Linda Morris
Thompson - Daughter//Please accept our condolences on the loss of your
mother Marilyn who was an active associate member of the FTVA. Along with
his many friends, I knew of your father Billy's outstanding reputation while on
active duty. //Editor//
****************************************************************
Charles “Charlie” Ervin Olds, 73, beloved husband, father,
brother, uncle, and friend, died peacefully at home surrounded
by love on July 6th. To know Charles was to love Charles. He
will be greatly missed by all. He is survived by his devoted wife
and best friend of 41 years, Jacqueline; as well as numerous
other family and friends. //Obit//Today, I lost the love of my
life: the dearest sweetest man in the world, my husband of 41
years, Charles, 4/16/1938 – 7/6/2011. Until we meet again My Love. //Wife –
Jackie Olds//
____________________
Good times with Charlie in Misawa. He knew how to party. RIP.//Ray B. Ivey//
____________________
Charles and I were E-mail buddies for years before he developed alzheimers.
We were TTY friends when I worked DF in San Vito and Charles worked DF in
England. Many of you remember “Charlie Olds”. May he R.I.P. //J.J. Johnson//
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Chas worked for me in Chicks England. Went to his wedding up north where
Jackie’s home was. One of the nicest guys U ever want to meet and on the job
he was all business, very sorry to see him go – RIP. //Lloyd Graham//
_____________________
I’m sorry to learn of Charles passing. May he rest in peace. //Ed Benningfield//
____________________
This just hurts right to the core. Charlie and I were stationed together 4 or 5
times in the P.I., Misawa, and Chicksands. He was my friend and I will miss him
terribly. My thoughts and prayers are with his family.
R.I.P. old friend.
//Larry Huigens//
____________________
I didn’t know Charles personally, but Jac reached out to me when I lost Rita to
this dreadful disease and shared with me that Charles was also on the same
journey. My thoughts and prayers have been with them ever since. R.I.P.
Charles and condolences to Jac and family – Bless you all. //Don Franklin//
___________________
We were on Trick One together at Misawa. He’s the only guy I knew that could
look better coming off a mid than going to one!!! RIP, Charlie!!! //Ken
Gendolfe//
___________________
Sorry to hear this one. Charlie was a fun guy to be around. //Ron Marcoullier//
___________________
RIP Brother Charles, unfortunately, many of us are not far behind. Save us a
seat. //Bill Chapman//
My thoughts and prayers are with the Olds’ family and his many friends. May
his soul be received and bless for all eternity. //Tom Echols//
___________________
Knew Charlie well…RIP old friend. //Tom Nurre//
___________________
Charlie, I hope your trip is smooth and that you can have a drink with Bobby
Molstad. //JJ Pitzeruse//
___________________
I knew Charles Olds in the Phillippines and Misawa, and Jac and Charles at
Chicksands. I feel the sorrow and the hurt at losing a true patriot. I’m at a loss,
Charlie, you will be missed. //Jim Klima//
*******************************************************************
Roger L. Preslar of Brandon, FL passed away at his residence
on 29 June. Roger was a 203-E and worked on A or B Flight at
the 6915th between January 1965 and July 1967. He is
survived by his wife, Carol. //Ray Boyden – Roll Call Web
Site//
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Dale Rolland, longtime resident of Floresville, Texas, passed
away Sunday, July 3, 2011, at the age of 79. Dale is survived by
his wife of 60 years, Charlotte Rolland of Floresville, TX. He
is also survived by other loving family and friends.
//Obit//Sadly, I must pass along the news that Dale Rolland
passed away last night. We served with Dale in Landshut , Germanyin the mid to
late 50's, but he was a long time Security Service 202 and I'm sure many of our
compatriots knew and served with him at Bingen and Landsberg or other
USAFSS locations over the years. Dale was also at Landshut in 1967 and 1968.
His wife, Charlotte, let us know that he will be buried at Ft Sam National
Cemetery in San Antonio. //Humbert “Kin” Kincaid//
****************************************************************
MSgt William "Bill" Scaramell passed away on April 27,
2011 in San Antonio, Texas at the age of 51. He was born
January 30, 1960 in Brooklyn, New York. Bill proudly served
in the intelligence field for the United States Air Force and
retired honorably after 21 years. He continued his passion for
intelligence by working for the National Security Agency. A
loving husband, father, grandfather, brother, uncle and friend. His commitment,
love, strength and passion for those he cared about will leave an everlasting
impression. His guidance and direction will be greatly missed but the things he
taught us will give us the courage to face life's challenges. //Obit// Bill was a
retired linguist and a good friend to many in the San Antonio area. He was an
avid outdoorsman who always had a great story with an accompanying wound or
scar on display. Bill was stationed at Medina, Key West and other locations.
Very sad news - I always enjoyed getting together with him for beer and poker
during the mid-90s. He was interred at Fort Sam Houston National Cemetery
with Air Force Military Honors. RIP, my friend! //Lee Anthony//
*******************************************************************
CMSgt John L. Sinnard passed away on Tuesday, May 3 2011 at
the age of 84. He was born in New Hampton, Iowa on December
11, 1926. Raised in Cincinnati, Ohio he was an alter server at Holy
Family Parish and graduated from Elder high School in 1945. His
distinguished 30 year military career began in 1945, with the US
Army, transitioning through the Army Air Corps and culminating
with the US Air Force. His awards and decorations include the
Meritorious Service Medal with one Oak Leaf cluster; the Joint Service
Commendation Medal; the Air Force Good Conduct Medal with three Oak Leaf
clusters, and the Air Force Longevity Service Award with six Oak Leaf clusters.
From 1960-1963 he served in Misawa Japan with the Air Force Security Service.
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It was during this time, while planning a Christmas party for the local Japanese
Deaf and Blind School that he realized the best "gift" that these children could
ever receive would be corrective eye surgery. He was able to secure the probono services of Dr. Imaizumi, a very prominent and pioneering eye surgeon;
however the attendant non-surgical costs were staggering. Undaunted, he began
Operation Eyesight, the American effort to afford cornea transplants for children
in need. Fund raising began with volunteers literally standing with a can in their
hand at the end of the pay line, begging for 10 cent donations from each Airman
on payday. That would progress to many successful and creative fund raising
events among the Americans based at Misawa Air Base. Operation Eyesight has
been in continuous operation since its founding and remains today a thriving and
beloved philanthropic organization in Misawa, Japan. John is survived by his
wife of 60 years, Marjean Estes Sinnard of Webster Texas. //Obit//
*******************************************************************
Roger L. Sprague, 75, of Gettysburg and formerly of Readsboro,
Vt., passed away Thursday, March 31, 2011, at Golden Living
Center, Gettysburg. He was the husband of Mary (Wilson)
Sprague, his wife of 49 years, who died Jan. 28, 2011. He was
born Jan. 11, 1936 in Readsboro, VT. After graduating from high
school, he served in the U.S. Air Force, where he specialized in
intelligence operations throughout the world between 1954 and 1965. He was
then recruited by the National Security Agency where he served until 1974.
Upon retiring from the NSA, Roger returned to dairy farming until 1993 with his
wife in Adams County. //Obit//
*******************************************************************
Col. Michael T. Tagaras, loving husband, father and friend passed
away unexpectedly April 10th at University Hospital in San
Antonio, TX. He served his country in the U. S. Air Force for 31
years and retired in 1991. He was a dedicated volunteer firefighter
with all the great people in the Medina Lake, TX Volunteer Fire
Department. He is survived by his loving wife Ann. //Obit//
****************************************************************
MSgt George E. Tarr, passed away April 16, 2011 in Aurora,
CO. He was born November 7, 1941 in Boston, MA. George is
survived by his wife of 40 years, children and grandchildren. He
retired from the USAF after serving for over 21 years. Internment
was at Fort Logan National Cemetery. //Obit// I got word this
week from George’s widow, Sim, that he had passed in April. She
didn’t notify me earlier because of concern for my heart condition. I assured her
I was fine and I wish she had let me know sooner so I could have attended the
service. George was a 292X1 with tours at Crete and Osan where I introduced
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him to the love of his life in 1969. He gave up his USAFSS career for Sim and
they were married for over 40 years. He succumbed to COPD and lung cancer.
He retired from SA/Intel. He acquired the nickname “Yorgo” at Crete. //Steve
Mobry – Roll Call Web Site// So sorry to hear of George’s passing. We spent
quite a lot of time together as instructors at Keesler. We through instructor
school together and lived on Pass Rd in Mississippi City as members of the
volunteer fire dept. RIP old friend. //Dick Baumgartel Roll Call //
*******************************************************************
SSgt Charles E. Wallace, 72, of Sparta, IL passed away on 13
April 2011. He was born in Sparta, IL to Charles C. Wallace
and Ethel O. Golston. He married Sunok Kim on June 2, 1975.
Mr. Wallace was retired from the Air Force and served in
Vietnam. He is survived by his wife Sunok Wallace of
Chicago, IL. //Obit// He went to 201 school at Kelly, and was
stationed at the 6902nd, 6970th, JSPC, Yale, Thailand, and Korea. //Bill
Martin//SSgt Charles B. Willett passed away unexpectedly on 29 March 2011.
He was one of the original troops from Herzo, the 2nd RSM. Wayne, this guy
was one of the real pioneers from the Army to Air Force creation of USAFSS.
SSDI indicated he was living in Ocala, Fl. when he passed.// Jim Kaus//
*******************************************************************
SMSgt Thaddeus E. Williams passed away June 16, 2011 at
the age of 80. He was born April 22, 1931 to Ellis and Daisy
Williams in Kentwood, Louisiana. He was preceeded in death
by his wife Fannie, to whom he was married for 52 years.
Although Thad and Fannie lived many places throughout his
military career in the Air Force, San Antonio was where they
settled and raised their five children. Retiring from the Air Force
after 24 years service, he would go on to work another 15 years in civil service at
CPSG Division on Lackland. //Obit//It is with sadness and a heavy heart that we
write to let you know our father – Thaddeus E. Williams passed away this
morning. //Williams Family//Former friend and USAFSS Alumni – Mr.
Thaddeus E. Williams “Thad”, after retiring from USAFSS worked at Air Force
Cryptologic Depot (AFCD) for a very long time. Thad was a great friend and
coworker. We will miss him very much. Sleep on great friend , sleep on. //Ed
Jolly//
*****************************************************************

"A veteran is someone who, at one point in his or her life,
wrote a blank check made payable to 'The United States of
America."
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Bits & Bytes
Ernie Melin, Sr.
Name: Howard Cross (Life Member) here in Maxton, NC.
To: FTVA
Comment: I have visited the Charleston, SC (specifically the U.S.S. Yorktown)
twice now in the past two months. Also, I am sending this without the gentleman
in the subject line being aware of it. One of the volunteers there is an Ernest
Melin, Sr. I started to chat with him as he was pointed out as a WWII vet of B17’s and thought he would have some interesting tales to tell. Lo and behold, he
did. After chatting a while on the first visit we got around to assignments and
found out he was in USAFSS for a few years. I provided him with the info on
the FTVA website, but he did not pursue it (at 89 years old, understandably).
After the second visit (today) which I showed him some more info on the the
website and he said he would get his son to assist him in getting on-line to the
site. Just thought that if anyone out there was stationed with, or knew, this
gentleman, they could possibly stop by to see him or contact him at the
Yorktown at Patriot’s Point in Charleston. I will definitely be going back to
visit, as he only has the volunteering job to keep him busy.
Thank You, Howard Cross
*******************************************************************
Trying to contact Col Robert F Brodman
Name: John.Peres@jacobs.com
To: BOD@ftva.org Tue, Jun 21, 2011
Comment: I am trying to track down Col Robert F Brodman. He served as an
RF-4 Pilot in Vietnam and was shot down along with MG Worley in 1968. I
worked for Col Brodman after he retired from 1992 -1995 at Whiteman AFB.
My last contact is in Washington State, His phone number is no longer in
service, can you help with locating Col Brodman
Thanks!! John D. Peres, Business Development
From: leeanthony@satx.rr.com
To: John.Peres@jacobs.com Tue, Jun 21, 2011
Subject: Re: COL Robert F Brodman (RET)
John,
Am forwarding your e-mail to the Board of Directors, which includes the AF
ISR Agency Chief of Staff. Perhaps someone can help you, as we honored Col
Brodman and MG Worley at an RF-4 dedication ceremony in 2009. Col
Brodman's son, Lt Col Greg Brodman, was a unit commander within the ISR
Agency who passed away unexpectedly while still on active duty. Hopefully we
can help make the connection for you.
Lee Anthony, FTVA President
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Yale Training Pay-Off
Name – Keith Williams - kaw@syntheticsaves.com
Unit - 6987th RSM (TAIWAN)
Comment - I was at Lin Kou 59-60. Would very much love to hear from
any of the old gang from those days. I am now retired from Rockwell
Collins, for whom I made three dozen trips to China! The training at
Yale paid off.
**********************************************************
Lookng for the “Greek”
Name – Jerry Uhren - Silvertipp@comcast.net
Unit - USAFSS Scotland
Comment - I was on Crete (USAFSS) June 1960-Jan 1962 as a radio op.
Would love to hear from anyone there during that time. The "Greek"
was one roommate.
**********************************************************
Re-upping in FTVA

Name - Richard F Smith - dicksmith4@hotmail.com
Unit - 6940 th Ft Meade MD
Comment – It’s good to see that the site and organization are still
functioning after all the changes over the years. Retired from DIA in
2004 and enjoying life here in MD. Re-newing my membership today.
**********************************************************
USAFSS Personnel Specialist
Name – Bobby Archer - blarcher@live.com
Unit - Hq USAFSS
Comment - Of my 26 years in the AF, more than 20 were spent in
USAFSS. Was assigned to 15th RSM, Hq ESR, 6900th,
6950th,6970th,6987th, 6960th & Hq USAFSS (twice). Was an Intercept
Operator in the 15th and in Personnel in all other units.
**********************************************************
Just Keeping In Touch
Name - William (Bill) Zinn sunbil@bellsouth.net
Unit - Homestead, Fl
Comment - Spent 25 yrs in Command as 202. Assignments included:
Misawa, Clark (twice), German (twice), England, Crete, Kelly and
Offutt. Last overseas assignment was at CSG Boerfink
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Remember Earnie Woods?
Name – Ernest Woods - x1zoomie@comcast.net
Unit - 6947th ESS
Comment - Previous assignments: 6918 SS, Osan, Korea, 6994th NKP,
Darmstadt, Augusburg, San Vito, 6941 SS, NSA, Homestead AFB
**********************************************************
Name - Ed Shackelford
To: FTVA Newsletter
Comment: Before my name gets in the “Fallen Eagles", I thought I would get
my two cents in. Am approaching "90" and am seeing names like Gen Klocko,
Dap, and Ray McPhai, and a few others (whose names sound familiar but I can't
put a face with them). Have been living in a retirement Center for the last 9 1/2
yrs and wishing I was closer to San Antonio. I am still driving, but don't think
about long distance. Am sending a check to you for Dap's memorial. Please see
that it gets in the right place. Thanks, Ed Shackelford
---------------Response---------------From: FTVA Newletter
To: Ed Shakleford
Your generous contribution to Dap’s memorial is appreciated and your name
added to our growing list of Patron Partners. Rass
_____________________________
The Oxford Comma
From: Larry Gerhardt – July 2, 2011
To: Dennis Rassmussen, RIT Editor; Wayne Tallant, RIT Associate Editor
Hi Guys, I saw something in the paper that might interest you. It’s called the
“Oxford Comma”, because it is in the style book for the Oxford University
Press. The comma doesn’t look any different, but it is used differently within a
series of words. Each word in a series is followed by a comma, including the
word preceding the “and,” or another conjunction.
As an example, you could write, “I saw a major, a captain and a
colonel,” and there would be no confusion. But if you had a sentence
like, “I’d like to thank my parents, Sinead O’Conner and the Pope,”
some people might think that Sinead and the Pope were your parents.
But change the commas to, “I’d like to thank my parents, Sinead
O’Conner, and the Pope,” and you eliminate the confusion.
My technical writing professor said that if you always used the Oxford Comma,
you would be sure not to confuse anyone. You’ve obviously improved on the,
FTVA newsletter and thought this tid-bit might be of use.
Larry Gerhardt
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Missing Fallen Eagles

Reviewing the on-line list of Fallen Eagles, I did not see 2 names listed. These 2
USAFSS guys were killed in the Philippines on April 2, 1970 while serving with
the 6922 Security Wing. They were captured, tortured and killed by the
Communist Huks, then buried in a shallow grave, where they were found on
April 14th, after an extensive search of the area and the island of Luzon. Their
names are: Donald Facklam from Scandia, Kansas and Cliff Bales from
Kewaskum, Wisconsin. Please add their name to the list of fallen Eagles. //EMail – Russ Mullen//
*******************************************************************
SMSgt Murl Spears
I was sorry to learn of the passing of retired SMSgt Murl Spears in the June 2011
RIT. Murl and I served together at the 6908th Security Squadron (Nakhon
Phanom RTAFB, Thailand) in 1973-1974. As my supervisor there, Murl took a
COMSECer with no SIGINT experience and advanced me through OPSCOMM
Operator to Assistant Flight Reporter/Secure Voice Operator, on to Flight
Reporter, and then to S&W Supervisor, making me the first SSgt S&W at the
unit. Murl was a devoted Senior NCO with a lot of knowledge and a lot of
patience. I have many fond memories of Murl and that tour, and I owe a large
portion of my later career successes to him. RIP, buddy. //E-Mail Bill
Buschbaum//
*******************************************************************
Jack Vandevere
Just saw in the Alumni Newsletter that Jack Vandevere died. Anybody that ever
went TDY to NSA from Security Hill surely remembers Jack. He retired from
INSCOM and spent another 13 years as one of our liaison guys in AFCO. Great
guy to work with. //Ron Moyer//
*******************************************************************
Late Call-In
From: buzzlori@earthlink.net
Name – William McManus
Comment - Good afternoon, I am a life member that would like to look up some
old friends of mine that were in the USAFSS and have not gotten an e-mail list
for some time. Can you send one to the above e-mail address.
Also the 6922nd Able flight (Phillippines) is having a reunion in North Myrtle
Beach starting on September 28 through Oct 1, 2011. Pls call 1-843-267-7926
for details.
Tks and Rgds,
Buzz McManus
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From: bob baert, FTVA Membership Chairman
Mr. McManus,
You were put on the "returned mail" list when all of the mail we sent you via
USPS was returned as undeliverable as addressed. Can you please send me you
current mailing address so we can get you back on our active roles?
Also, the best way to get your reunion posted is to fill out the form at
http://www.ftva.org/FORMS/sub_reunion.php.
That page will prompt you for all the information we need and automatically
post it on our web site.
Bob Baert,
Membership Chairman
membersupport@ftva.org
*****************************************************************
The 6990th Merry Widows Club
The 6990th Merry Widows Club lives! Chieko Pfister has been struggling with
the Okinawan strain of MS for years...Has been in a wheelchair for the last 3 or
so and can now only move her hands slightly....She was having some additional
problems and went into the hospital, where they found colon cancer and some
suspicious masses on her kidneys...She didn't want major surgery, so they hung a
colostomy bag and fed her with IVs to get her strong enough to go home....She
wasn't even retaining clear liquids by mouth.....We were afraid she wasn't even
going to make it home.....Her childhood friends (I call them the "Ko Sisters"...)
rallied....Ron and Naoko Hentz drove down from Wisconsin in 2 days and went
straight to the hospital....Ron stayed with us and Naoko slept on a futon in
Chieko's bedroom....Fumiko Sheck is local and spelled Naoko a little....Keiko
LeCorn flew in from Baltimore.....Ken and Momiko Hopkins flew in from
Hawaii....Shirley Domiyancic is a Filipina and local, but she pitched in and Dom
threw a BBQ for all the helpers...All the husbands except Bill Sheck made Chief
and most served as the Ops Sup at the 6990th later in their careers...Bill Sheck
got a commission and was the Ops Officer at the 6990th....Well, with all the
attention, and a ton of sushi and Okinawan food, Chieko is doing well and is her
usual smiling, non-complaining self! Debbie and I have been taking the 24/7
caregivers out to eat to give them a break and I drove Keiko to the airport at
0400 this morning....Ron and Naoko had to return home and Naoko is flying
back down this Thursday to insure there is someone with Chieko 24/7... Keiko
said this morning she'll come back in 2 weeks (she has to go to California to
babysit her granddaughter...)
Incredible friends....and a great story!!!!
Col Bob
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THEN & NOW
GEN JAMES C. CLAPPER

June 1970 - June 1971, on an EC-47
As Cmdr Det 3, 6994th SS NKP

Mid- 2010 - Congressional Hearings
As Director of Intelligence

**********************************************************
GOODFELLOW AFB
Photographs from website created by Terry Casey
http://mysite.verizon.net/resqgxkt/

Then - GAFB Flight Line 1943

Now - Navy Det- left; back entrance of HQ
Bldg.- cntr; Fort Goodfellow on right

Then - GAFB HQ Building 1960

Now - GAFB HQ Building 2011
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THEN & NOW (cont’d)

LUTHER DEESE
Then

Later

Now

1958–66 USAFSS

1967–96 DOD, NSA

2011- The Retiree

Master Linguist in NSA's Technical Track career program – the highest rating a
linguist can attain. Website at http://home.comcast.net/~ldeese/
1959 – 1962 Yale University, Institute of Far Eastern
Languages Intensive Chinese Language Courses
(Mandarin Dialect), Certificates for completion of the
Basic and Intermediate courses with a total of 43
semester hours in Chinese.
1968 – 1969 US Foreign Service Institute, Taichung,
Taiwan, One Year Intensive Course in Chinese Mandarin
completed with a fluency rating equivalent to a native
Chinese high school graduate. 1970 – 1974 University
of Maryland, College Park, MD. Bachelor's Degree in
Chinese and East Asian Studies.
Taiwan Driver’s License

*******************************************************************

What do you call the Local Area Network in Australia?
The LAN down under.
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YOU CAN LEAVE THE
MILITARY BUT THE MILITARY
NEVER REALLY LEAVES YOU.
By Ken Burger, The Charleston
Post and Courier (Thurs, March 4, 2010)
Occasionally, I venture back to NAS, Meridian, where I'm greeted by an
imposing security guard who looks carefully at my identification card, hands it
back and says, "Have a good day, Chief". Every time I go back to any Base it
feels good to be called by my previous rank, but odd to be in civilian clothes,
walking among the servicemen and servicewomen going about their duties.
The military is a comfort zone for anyone who has ever worn the uniform. It's a
place where you know the rules and know they are enforced -- a place where
everybody is busy, but not too busy to take care of business. Because there
exists behind the gates of every military facility an institutional understanding of
respect, order, uniformity, accountability and dedication that becomes part of
your marrow and never, ever leaves you.
Personally, I miss the fact that you always knew where you stood in the military,
and who you were dealing with. That's because you could read somebody's
uniform from 20 feet away and know the score. Service personnel wear their
careers on their sleeves, so to speak. When you approach each other, you can
read their name tag, examine their rank and, if they are in dress uniform, read
their ribbons and know where they've served.
I miss the smell of jet fuel hanging heavily on the night air and the sound of
engines roaring down runways and disappearing into the clouds. I even miss the
hurry-up-and-wait mentality that enlisted men gripe about constantly, a masterful
invention that bonded people more than they'll ever know or admit.
I miss people taking off their hats when they enter a building, speaking directly
and clearly to others and never showing disrespect for rank, race, religion or
gender. Mostly, I miss being a small cog in a machine so complex it constantly
circumnavigates the Earth and so simple it feeds everyone on time, three times a
day, on the ground, in the air or at sea.
I don't know anyone who has served who regrets it, and doesn't feel a sense of
pride when they pass through those gates and re-enter the world they left behind
with their youth. Face it - we all miss it............Whether you had one tour or a
career, it shaped your life.
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PLEASE USE
THIS
APPLICATION
FOR CHANGE
OF ADDRESS
OR
LIFETIME
MEMBERSHIP
OR
PASS IT ON
TO A PERSON
ELIGIBLE
FOR
MEMBERSHP

Age - Life
Membership Rates
76 and over...... $75
71-75 ............... $95
66-70 ............... $115
61-65 ............... $160
56-60 ............... $170
51-55 ............... $185
46-50 ............... $200
41-45 ............... $220
36-40 ............... $235
31-35 ............... $250
30 and under $265

FREEDOM THROUGH VIGILANCE ASSOCIATION
P.O. BOX 691616 San Antonio, TX 78269

PLATINUM PARTNERS*
Booz Allen Hamilton
SAIC
Trofholz Technologies, Inc
MultiLingual Solutions, Inc
Sierra Nevada Corporation (In Memory of Maj Gen Paul Martin)
GOLD PARTNERS*
Prop Wash Gang
Security Service Federal Credit Union
Air Force Federal Credit Union
Mrs. Doyle Larson
USAFSS Roll Call
“Picnic Partners”

SILVER PARTNERS*
FTVA
Grover Jackson
Bob Cope
Arrowhead Electric Service
To The Penny Tax Services
Lee and Jen Anthony
Regis F. A. Urschler
Barnie and Judy Gavin
William F. (Bill) Sheck
Anthony F. Jensen
BRONZE PARTNERS
Grover McMakin
Donald Bundy
Jerry McKenna, Sculptor
6924th Heritage Association
Stanfield Systems, Inc.

Gregory C. Radabaugh
Berlin Island Association
Milton Driggers
Tom Holden
Howard Bunton

PATRON PARTNERS
Francis R. (Frank) Sabourin
John H. (Jack) Riedel
Thomas H. Tennant
James Mayer
Bin Ng (In Memory of Maj Ronald C. Bell)
VFW Chestnut Hill Post 5205 Philadelphia, PA
E. E. Shackelford (In Memory of Dan Dapollito)
Dennis Thomson
Curtis E. Chaffin, Jr

Jeff McRaney
*Platinum Partner $2,500 +//.Gold Partner $ 1,000.00 - $2,499.99// Silver Partner $500.00 $999.99// Bronze Partner $ 250.00 - $499.99// Patron Partner $ 100.00 - $249.99.

