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Howdy Y’all, 3 

And just like that, Spring is here...well, in some parts of the country. I hope you all had a safe and 4 
relaxing Christmas and New Year. Our holiday weather was mild here in San Antonio, but we hit 5 
our "cold" spell in mid-January. Not as bad as last year, but it was still plenty cold for us. 6 

I know you all have been following the news over the past few weeks about Ukraine and Russia. 7 
Suffice it to say, the bedrock you all put in place during the cold war is solid and remains strong. 8 
You would be proud of what the men and women of 16th Air Force are doing for our nation. 9 
They are definitely #UkraineStrong. 10 

FTVA Reunion News - By now you all have probably seen the update letter canceling the FTVA 11 
reunion festivities we had scheduled for the end of March. Unfortunately, the event became too 12 
difficult to pull off with all the COVID restrictions still in place for the Department of Defense 13 
and Joint Base San Antonio bases. 14 

Planning for the 2022 FTVA Reunion this coming September begins in earnest this month and 15 
while we mentioned we might hold the event in San Angelo, we are going to keep it here in San 16 
Antonio for 2022. One thing to highlight though is our dates for September are slightly changed 17 
due to a couple of weddings scheduled at the Gateway Club venue, so we will hold the festivities 18 
in San Antonio on 8-10 September as scheduled below. 19 

  20 

THE PRESIDENT’S CORNER 
 

By Ted Colquhoun 
President, FTVA 
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2022 FTVA/16 AF Reunion Event Schedule 1 

Thursday, 08 September 2022 2 
Golf Tournament at Golf Club of Texas 3 

10:00 AM, Check-in begins 9:00 AM 4 
Event POC – Bob Benitez 5 

 6 
Friday, 09 September 2022 7 

Hall of Honor Induction Ceremony (2020/2021/2022 inductees) 8 
 Bernard A. Larger Auditorium, Bldg. 2007 9 

8:30 AM 10 
Event POC – AJ Harrison 11 

 12 
Remembrance Ceremony in front of 16 AF Headquarters Building (EC-47) 13 

11:00 AM 14 
Event POC – Joe Figueroa 15 

 16 
FTVA Picnic - Stapleton Park 17 

1:00 PM 18 
Event POC – Jacque Lerma 19 

 20 
Saturday, 10 September 2022 21 

FTVA Banquet at Gateway Club, Lackland AFB 22 
(Alternate recognition for Hall of Honor inductees if needed) 23 

5:00 PM 24 
Event POC – Ken Williams 25 

Again, we apologize for all the changes, but we wanted to make sure we are providing everyone 26 
a safe environment while still meeting any COVID restrictions currently in place. 27 

Finally, we are constantly looking for ways to support our Airmen/units, expand our membership 28 
and maintain our legacy serving our great Nation and we encourage you to provide us with 29 
suggestions and feedback to improve our support for all our members as we go through these 30 
changes.  If you have any ideas, please contact us through our website. 31 

Until next time, always remember to "Remain in Touch". 32 

 33 

Ted Colquhoun 34 

  35 
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Many Air Force senior leaders have released statements that should resonate with every member 1 
of the Freedom Through Vigilance Association (FTVA). They stated, “It is time for every one 2 
of us to strive for understanding and a culture of inclusiveness and belonging across our Air 3 
Force,” and “It is our very own General Benjamin O. Davis, Tuskegee Airman, who said, ‘The 4 
privileges of being an American belong to those brave enough to fight for them’.” These 5 
sentiments were recently echoed by the Space Force Commander, General Jay Raymond, and 6 
Chief Master Sergeant of the Space Force Roger Towberman, who said, “We have an 7 
opportunity to get this right from the beginning by making diversity and inclusion ‘one of the 8 
bedrock strengths” of the Space Force. And our 16th Air Force Commander, Lt General Timothy 9 
Haugh and prior Command Chief, Summer Leifer, have both implored NAF members to 10 
embrace diversity, challenge our own biases, and treat everyone with dignity and respect. 11 

Since the formation of the USAF Security Service (USAFSS) in October 1948, and in its various 12 
iterations since then to the present 16th Air Force, we recognize that the one constant and 13 
bedrock strength of our organization is the people. Throughout the years, our leaders have 14 
understood that if we take care of the people, the people will take care of the mission. Our people 15 
are as diverse as the missions we support. Yet, despite these differences, we train and fight as 16 
one. We value and understand the importance of respect and dignity for all, regardless of ethnic 17 
background, religion, gender, and/or sexual orientation. 18 

The FTVA reaffirms our commitment to our country and the people we serve. Now is the time 19 
for reflection and listening to those that may not have had a voice at the table. Those voices 20 
need to be heard and be part of this national debate. We, as an organization, understand the 21 
sacrifices that have been made so that all Americans can enjoy the benefits of liberty, freedom, 22 
and justice for all. These benefits must encompass all Americans for we are greater in strength 23 
unified than in division. The FTVA thanks all who have served and sacrificed through the years 24 
and remains committed to the values we hold dear of dignity and respect for all and the Air 25 
Force’s Core Values of Integrity First, Service Before Self, and Excellence In All We Do. 26 

Remain in Touch, 27 

Ted Colquhoun 28 

President, FTVA 29 

  30 

FTVA Value Statement 

https://www.spaceforce.mil/SFB/Display/Article/2136021/chief-master-sergeant-of-the-space-force-roger-a-towberman/
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YOUR NEWSLETTER STAFF 
Dennis Buxton, Editor 210-627-7586 

newsletter@ftva.us 
Dennis Rasmussen, 

Senior Editorial Adviser & 
Overall Great Amigo! 

newsletter@ftva.us 

Joe “Pepito” Figueroa, 
Associate Editor 

210-267-1846 
falleneagles@ftva.us 

Ken Maynard, 
Associate Editor 

16th AF News 
newsletter@ftva.us 

William (Bill) Brockmiller, 
Associate Editor 

Chapter Inputs 
WBUSAF@gmail.com 

Dan Martin 
Associate Editor newsletter@ftva.us 

Roy Burnett, 
Circulation Manager 

e-Issue 
membersupport@ftva.us 

-------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 1 
 2 
 3 
 4 
 5 
 6 
 7 

 8 

The next issue of RIT will be compiled and posted in September 9 
2022, so please be sure to send your inputs to newsletter@ftva.us 10 
(or to my attention at 8847 Breanna Oaks, S.A., TX 78254) by 11 
September 1, 2022. 12 

Looking forward to hearing from you. 13 

Dennis Buxton 14 

Newsletter Editor 15 
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FTVA Hall of Honor Nominations Under Review 6 

The Hall of Honor Selection Committee is currently reviewing the write-ups of nominees for 7 
induction into the Hall of Honor. HoH nominations had to be received not later than 6 June 2022, 8 
and selections will be announced in the September RIT issue. The induction ceremony is a major 9 
element of the association’s reunion activities that are scheduled for 9 September. We will be 10 
inducting individuals who were selected in 2020, 2021, and 2022. For those of you who submitted 11 
nominations, thank you as we are always looking for those who should be honored. There 12 
continues to be a paucity of new submissions, and I encourage members to think back to identify 13 
those who deserve recognition and nominate them. Board members are willing to help in the 14 
development of nominations. A reminder that a FTVA member must nominate someone for them 15 
to be considered and inducted.  Thank you for your support! 16 

Thank you, and Remain In Touch. 17 

A.J. Harrison, 18 

Hall of Honor Program Chair 19 

 20 

  21 

FTVA HALL OF HONOR 
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Compiled by Ken Maynard 6 
Associate Editor Extraordinaire 7 

THE 688TH CYBERSPACE WING ACTIVATES THE 692ND CYBERSPACE 8 

OPERATIONS SQUADRON TO CONSOLIDATE OPERATIONS, ENHANCE AIR 9 

FORCE SECURITY AND CAPABILITIES 10 
Adapted from an article published May 19, 2022 by Nadine Wiley De Moura, 688 CW 11 

EGLIN AIR FORCE BASE, FL -- 12 
The 692d COS stood up to 13 
consolidate Special Access Program 14 
(SAP) Enterprise Information 15 
Technology (EIT) operations under 16 
the 688th CW. U.S. Air Force Col. 17 
Billy Pope, 688th CW/A2/3 and 18 
690th COG commander presided 19 
over the ceremony. 20 

“Our mission in the 688th CW is to 21 
securely connect the Air Force to 22 
Fly, Fight and Win,” said Pope. “For 23 
the first time in the history of our 24 
force, we can now achieve this 25 
mission across all classification 26 
levels under a single organization.” 27 

Previously the 53d Computer 28 
Systems Squadron performed the 29 
SAP EIT mission embedded within 30 
the 53rd Wing, with a primary 31 
mission of Operational Testing and 32 
Evaluation (OT&E). 33 

In the last 20 years, the demand for SAP EIT services has seen exponential grown and expansion 34 
beyond the OT&E community. 35 

16th AIR FORCE NEWS 

U.S. Air Force Col. Billy Pope passes the newly activated 
692nd COS's guidon to U.S. Air Force Lt. Col. James Cho, 
692nd COS commander during the activation ceremony, 
April 20, 2022 at Elgin Air Force Base, Florida. The 692d COS 
stood up to consolidate Special Access Program (SAP) 
Enterprise Information Technology (EIT) operations under 
the 688th CW. 
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Establishing the SAP EIT function as a separate squadron under the 688 Cyberspace Wing 1 
improves command and control, resource utilization efficiency and readiness to conduct the SAP 2 
EIT mission, thereby contributing to greater security and capabilities for the Air Force as the SAP 3 
EIT continues to experience exponential growth. 4 

“This allows us to build synergy and share best practices from teams conducting similar missions 5 
on unclassified, classified, and highly sensitive networks,” said Pope. 6 

U.S. Air Force Lt. Col. James Cho was selected as the Squadron’s first commander. 7 

“Today marks another milestone of the 53rd Wing’s successfully executing its mission and 8 
providing operation relevant capabilities to the Warfighter as we transfer Air Force SAP EIT to 9 
the 688 Cyberspace Wing,” said Cho. 10 

The mission of the 692nd Cyberspace Operations Squadron is to secure and provide operationally 11 
relevant Special Access Program data to the warfighter when and where required… to the Combat 12 
Air Forces, United States Air Force, the Department of Defense and our many mission partners. 13 

“I am very excited to see this new organization activated,” said U.S. Air Force Maj. SaraJo 14 
Paluch, 692nd COS director of operations. “I can’t wait to see where this mission goes in the 15 
future--this new operational alignment is going to change some of our processes and procedures 16 
for the better,” Paluch added. 17 

THE BLUEPRINT: ROADMAP TO ENLISTED FORCE DEVELOPMENT 18 
Adapted from an article published April 22, 2022, by SAF/PA 19 

ARLINGTON, VA (AFNS) — It is critical to equip Airmen with accessible tools and resources, 20 
and to cultivate an environment for deliberate development, so Airmen remain the strongest 21 
competitive advantage for the Air Force to outpace emerging threats, according to Air Force 22 

leaders. 23 

The Air Force released The 24 
Blueprint April 21. It serves as 25 
a foundational document to 26 
link enlisted development — 27 
from entry to departure. This 28 
new document is one of 28 29 
Enlisted Force Development 30 
Action Plan (EFD-AP) 31 
objectives focused on 32 
developing tomorrow’s 33 
enlisted Airmen … today. 34 

“We need Airmen who 35 
understand the complexity of 36 

https://www.af.mil/Portals/1/images/news-2022/EFD-Action-Plan.pdf
https://www.af.mil/Portals/1/images/news-2022/EFD-Action-Plan.pdf
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the strategic environment, think critically through challenges, and provide real-time solutions 1 
across the air, land, sea, space, cyber and information domains,” said Chief Master Sgt. of the Air 2 
Force JoAnne S. Bass. “The Blueprint consolidates resources otherwise populated in various 3 
electronic locations to highlight pathways, resources and opportunities for all Airmen to be 4 
successful during their career.” 5 

The 32-page document was created with the assistance of subject matter experts, diverse ranks, 6 
and specialties – with representation from across the Total Force – and captures concepts in a 7 
visually appealing way. Importantly, it will help Airmen better understand how they fit into the 8 
bigger picture and allows them to appreciate what other wingmen bring to the fight. 9 

It falls under the EFD-AP Front-Line Leader Development focus area, which is dedicated to 10 
creating deliberate leadership development for Airmen as they take on increased responsibilities 11 
supervising others at the tactical edge. 12 

It also serves as a guide for open dialog among supervisors and peers and may be used during 13 
feedback sessions, professional development, goal setting and career planning. 14 

“Front-line supervisors play a crucial part in developing the Airmen that will replace them,” Bass 15 
said. “New supervisors deserve proactive coaching, mentorship, and quality resources to support 16 
the growth of both them and their people. 17 

In addition to The Blueprint, the Air Force is developing a validation process for new supervisors, 18 
creating a modern toolkit for front-line leaders, and creating a standardized Air Force writing 19 
guide – all of which are scheduled to be accomplished by December 2023. 20 

The Blueprint will evolve and be updated when needed; the living document can be found here. 21 

  22 

https://www.af.mil/About-Us/Biographies/Display/Article/2314276/joanne-s-bass/
https://www.af.mil/Portals/1/documents/ul/EFD-The_Blueprint.pdf
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Forward your chapter inputs at any time (monthly, weekly or all at once) to William “Bill” Brockmiller, FTVA 1 
Board Vice President and current Chapter Liaison WBUSAF@gmail.com). 2 
************************************************************************************************* 3 

Heritage Chapter 4 

San Angelo, TX 5 

 6 

Ronald ‘JJ’ Graham, Chapter President 7 

Larry Ross, Secretary/Treasurer 8 
 9 

 10 

Fall of Saigon Party in San Angelo 11 
Submitted by Larry Ross 12 

Another great “Fall of Saigon Party”, a.k.a FOSP, was held 13 
by the Doggers from Wednesday, 27 April through 1 May. 14 
This year it was held in our old stomping grounds at 15 
Goodfellow and in San Angelo. One of the things that 16 
made this extra special was that many of the group hadn’t 17 
been back to the area since their tech school days. For 18 
example, Kirk Carpenter left San Angelo in 1965, and 19 
curiously found everything changed here in the last 57 20 
years! Imagine that. The three usual suspects – Randy 21 
Seitter, Joe Turney, and Larry Miller – once again 22 

organized this wingding with great assists from Marc 23 
Kirner, Frank Catron, and Wayne Bascom. We had around 24 

100 attendees including spouses and locals Doggers. Once again we invited the MBs. Former 25 
FTVA president Lee Anthony, 17th Training Wing commander Colonel Matt Reilman and 26 
Training Group commander Colonel Angelina Maguinness were in attendance as our 27 
distinguished guests at our traditional banquet. 28 

Everyone was up early to board buses for base and downtown tours. Our first stop was at the fire 29 
training school. The instructors escorted us through three areas where trainees were practicing 30 

FTVA CHAPTER NEWS 

1Photo courtesy of Wayne Bascom. 

mailto:WBUSAF@gmail.com
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some of the skills they would need when they get to the field. 1 
The facility trains personnel from throughout DoD, not just 2 
the Air Force, as well as “fire dogs” from many other allied 3 
nations. The “coolest” demonstration occurred at one of the 4 
many static planes they use for training. With our backs to a 5 
burning aircraft for a photo op, we could really feel the heat 6 
when they set off the fires! 7 

Next stop was a Wing briefing at the Colonel Charlie Powell 8 
Event Center. The briefer described the consolidation of all 9 
Air Force intelligence training at Goodfellow that began in the 10 
mid-1980s and recent developments in the training. One thing 11 
that was particularly interesting for these “old heads” was that 12 
a large amount of instruction in the intelligence schoolhouse is 13 
now computer-based instruction. Yeah, the days of hand copy 14 
paper, R-390 receivers, and light tables are long gone. 15 

Our final stop was the traditional memorial ceremony at 16 
the Weyandt-Eddy Memorial Plaza and its EC-47 exhibit 17 
close to the Norma 18 
Brown Building, the 19 
home of the 17th 20 
Training Wing 21 
headquarters. After 22 
an “a capella” 23 
singing of the 24 
National Anthem, 25 
the names of all the 26 
“Departed Doggers” 27 

and our “Brothers-In-Arms” were read followed by the 28 
placing of a memorial wreath at the EC-47 and a playing of 29 
“Taps” by our bugler Tim Phillips. 30 

Arriving downtown, we paused for group photos in front of 31 
the Goodfellow mural. We enjoyed a leisurely lunch at the 32 
famous Miss Hattie’s Restaurant and Cathouse Lounge 33 
with beverage service actually provided by Mrs. Brenda 34 
Gunter, who is not only the owner of the restaurant, but also 35 
San Angelo’s mayor. She describes herself as the best 36 
waitress in all of west Texas. Of the items on the lunch menu 37 
the big favorite was the “Brothel Burger.” Miss Hattie’s was 38 

Wayne Bascom channeling 
Robert Duval: “I love the smell of 
napalm in the morning!” Photo by 
Wayne Bascom. 

The FOSP Gaggle at the EC-47 Display 
at the Weyandt-Eddy Memorial Plaza. 
Photo by SrA Abbey Rieves, 17th 
Training Wing PAO. 

At Miss Hatti's Restaurant and 
Cathouse Lounge. Photo by Dean 
Brown. 
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originally the location of one of the first 1 
banks in San Angelo, and legend has it that 2 
there was a tunnel underneath the bank 3 
leading to one of the more notorious 4 
entertainment establishments in town. Then 5 
it was back to the hotel, and hospitality room 6 
for more lies and fabrications in the form of war stories. 7 

The evening banquet was held at the Riverview restaurant. After 8 
dining Larry Miller introduced our guest speaker, Colonel Thomas 9 
“Jerry” Curtis, a Vietnam POW for over 7 years. Colonel Curtis 10 
detailed his shootdown, capture, and treatment as a POW at the hands 11 
of the North Vietnamese. His talk was unbelievable and left many of 12 
us choking up and in tears. He suffered beatings, torture, forced to 13 
sleep on cold hard cement, foul tasting food, and isolation. Isolation 14 
was eased by using a 5 x 5 tap code for communication and to obtain 15 
news. After over 7 years as a POW Curtis was released. After 16 
boarding a C-131 for Operation Homecoming everyone couldn’t 17 

believe that they were 18 
finally going home. 19 
They sat in silence 20 
until the pilot 21 
announced “feet wet“. 22 
It was only then that the former POWs began to 23 
relax and cheer. Now completely retired, Colonel 24 
Curtis and his wife Terry live in Temple, Texas. 25 

Colonel Thomas “Jerry” Curtis joined the Air 26 
Force in October 1952 and flew both fixed wing 27 
aircraft as well as helicopters. Colonel Curtis 28 
actually flew one of the most unusual aircraft in 29 
the US Air Force fleet. One that many, if not most, 30 
of you have never even heard of – that is the 31 
venerable SA-16 float plane used back in the day 32 
for overwater rescues. 33 

Having already served in many overseas locations 34 
throughout the world, Colonel Curtis was assigned 35 
in 1965 to Na Khan Phanom Royal Thai airbase or 36 

as many as most of us refer to it— NKP. On 37 
September 20, 1965, while on a search and rescue 38 

Mrs. Terry Curtis & Colonel Thomas “Jerry” 
Curtis, former POW and guest speaker at the 
FOSP Banquet, San Angelo, Texas. Photo 
courtesy of Wayne Bascom. 

JJ Graham, Heritage 
Chapter President, 
posing with NVA 
Headgear (Photo 
courtesy of Marc Kirner) 
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mission out of NKP, Colonel Curtis was piloting an HH-43B “Huskie” helicopter on a mission 1 
to recover a downed F-105 pilot when the Colonel‘s own aircraft was also shot down. His entire 2 
crew of four including his copilot, a pararescue man and the flight mechanic, as well as the 3 
downed F-105 pilot were captured by the North Vietnamese soon after the crash. 4 

Colonel Curtis, his two enlisted crew members and the F-105 pilot eventually made it to the 5 
infamous Hanoi Hilton. Colonel Curtis’s copilot Lt Duane Martin was turned over by the North 6 
Vietnamese to the Pathet Lao, and he remains listed as “missing-in-action” to this day.  7 

After enduring more than seven years in captivity, Colonel Curtis and his other two crew members 8 
were repatriated in February 1973 during Operation Homecoming. After recovering from his 9 
injuries, Colonel Curtis went on to attend the Air Force Air War College and served at several 10 
other assignments before retiring in September 1977.  11 

Following his retirement from the Air Force, Colonel Curtis began a second career, spending 11 12 
years teaching Spanish in the Texas public school system. Colonel Curtis actually learned to 13 
speak fluent Spanish while in the “Hanoi Hilton.” 14 

Captain Curtis was held captive in several camps in and around Hanoi. Of particular note were 15 
the Son Tay Prisoner of War camp and the Hanoi Hilton prison. During his captivity, he was 16 
submitted to a particularly harsh interrogation. The Hanoi Hilton POW prison commander berated 17 
him “You are the blackest of criminals. You no longer have military, no government, no country. 18 
You no longer have family for support. If you get sick, no doctor will come unless I say. You 19 
have no friends who can help you. You do not have possessions or job or resources. You have no 20 
food unless I say so. You are completely alone and vulnerable. Now, here in this place, you have 21 
only me to rely on and your God.” Even this did not break his spirit. A book detailing Col Curtis’s 22 
treatment as a POW is available at www.Christianbook.com.  23 

After a brief break there was an auction of souvenir items to help defray expenses. 24 

Colonel Reilman presented Vietnam War era veterans with the 50th anniversary pin. The evening 25 
concluded with presentation of Hanoi bricks. Randy Seitter presented Col Curtis with a “proper” 26 
case to display his brick. Eight of the Doggers were honored with one of the “Hanoi Hilton” 27 
bricks for their outstanding language skills. A metal plaque on top of each case reads: “This 28 
common construction brick was recovered in 1993 from the infamous Hoa Lo Prison in North 29 
Vietnam, known to U.S. Prisoners-Of-War as the “Hanoi Hilton”. This relic is symbolic of the 30 
service and sacrifice of the millions of American veterans who answered their country’s call to 31 
duty as during the Vietnam war. 32 

Saturday afternoon we traveled out to Lake Nasworthy for a catered Texas barbecue - great 33 
brisket, sausage with all the fixins of beans, potato salad and sauces. There was enough left to 34 
bring back to the hospitality suite and have another meal. Not many went out for dinner that night. 35 
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On a personal note, I’d like to thank everyone for the help and kindness shown to me and my 1 
wife, Diane. We really appreciate it. Due to failing health and not being able to travel, this 2 
will most likely be my last FOSP reunion. Thank you for memorable experiences. Larry Ross 3 

***************************************************************************** 4 

 

 

 

Published March 25, 2022 

By Senior Airman Abbey Rieves 

17th Training Wing Public Affairs 

GOODFELLOW AIR FORCE BASE, Texas -- The 17th Training Wing hosted a 
dedication of the Weyandt-Eddy Memorial Plaza at the Norma Brown building, on March 
25. 
Central to the EC-47 aircraft static display, the plaza was named after retired Chief Master 
Sgt. Paul. W. Weyandt and retired Lt. Col. David H. Eddy, late EC-47 crew members who 
served during the Vietnam War. 
During the dedication ceremony, 17th TRW leadership highlighted the significance of the 
Weyandt-Eddy Memorial Plaza to Goodfellow service members, the local community, and 
over 200 service-connected families from across the nation. 
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"It was here at Goodfellow Air Force Base we trained the cryptologists that flew in the EC-
47 crews who were instrumental in accomplishing the Air Force mission during the 
Vietnam War," said Col. Matthew Reilman, 17th Training Wing commander. "Through 
the use of airborne radio direction finding, our airmen were able to gather the necessary 
intelligence about enemy forces, discern their locations and provide targets for our forces." 
The event highlighted the United States Air Force Security Service and Tactical Air 
Command and their efforts to fulfill their cryptographic, communication intelligence 
mission. 
"In dedicating this space, we are also memorializing the plaza for Lieutenant Colonel David 
Eddy and Chief Master Sergeant Paul Weyandt," continued Reilman. 
Retired Chief Master Sgt. Bill Francis paid tribute to Chief Master Sgt. Paul. W. Weyandt. 
Mr. Joe Martin, Air Force veteran, paid tribute to Lt. Col. David H. Eddy. 
'This memorial plaza is a wonderful tribute to all veterans past and present;' said Martin. 
"If Dave Eddy is looking down on us during this ceremony, I think he's smiling." 
This event supports the intent of the 17th TRW Heritage Campaign Plan, the 17th TRW 
Historian Strategic Plan, and the 17th TRW Strategic Plan. These plans were designed to 
foster a professional and team-focused environment that is values-based and founded on 
Air Force heritage and the Airmen Warrior Ethos among 17th TRW personnel. 
The 17th TRW dedicated the Weyandt-Eddy Memorial Plaza to remembering the heritage 
and upholding the legacy of past and current intelligence missions. 
"Although specifically recognizing and memorializing these two individuals, many have 
served their country in a similar fashion," said Reilman. "This memorial isn't just to honor 
them but to honor all who serve. Thank you all for coming." 
************************************************************************ 
Submitted by Tom Nurre 

About 250 attendees traveled from as far away from San Angelo as California, Florida, 
Connecticut, New York, New Hampshire, Pennsylvania, Washington State, Minnesota, 
Oregon, Arizona, and a whole passel of folks from all over Texas. The weather was 
wonderful, even the prevailing winds gave us a full reprieve for the outdoor Friday 
ceremony. Some may have even got a "tan line" by 1 pm. The nearly 450 engraved plates, 
both permanent and temporary, were impressive in the sunlight. The Bill Francis and Joe 
Martin dedication honoree introduction speeches were both personal and interesting. The 
reception included presenting Vietnam War Commemorative lapel pins and certificates to 
EC-47 veterans and deceased Vietnam veteran surviving spouses. There was also an 
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organized photoshoot for nearly 20 families of sons and daughters of veterans who 
attended. 
In the afternoon, our own ec47.com website co-manager, Joe Martin, marshaled the 
volunteers and operated a "Hospitality Hootch" in a centrally located motel. It served well 
as a meeting place for all attendees. Island Enterprises Chris and Anna Jones set up a 
wonderful display of items as well as the models they donated to the auction. Raffle tickets 
were also available in the Hootch. 
Then the dinner for 180 at the River View Restaurant. The setting was perfect, the Texican 
meal was delicious, and the drinks were cold. The raffle of the Seagram’s VO with FIGMO 
Ribbon brought in $350 for the paver fund. EC-47 Bravo Maintenance veteran, Pat Potter's 
surviving spouse Edie Potter won the drawing. She shared that bottle of booze with 
everyone and went home proudly wearing her own FIGMO ribbon. A beautiful 
reenactment of a long-forgotten short-timer tradition. State Senator Charles Schwertner 
and Goodfellow AFB wing commander Colonel Matthew Reilman supped with us and 
helped present lapel pins and certificates following dinner. The closing act was the auction 
of premium EC-47 models on pedestals, an EC-47 tail flash, a model of the ARDF History 
Exhibit, and a brand-new model diorama of the Weyandt-Eddy Memorial Plaza. 
Professional auctioneer, Mike Smith, came in to do the sale. He was both entertaining and 
effective...at the end of some fun and nearly frantic bidding, we gained over $6,000 that is 
now stashed in the EC-47 History Site Paver Fund. We will publish a detailed plan 
outlining future plans to use this money to continue honoring living and deceased veterans 
with engraved plates in the plaza. Don't hesitate to nominate someone to us by name to be 
considered for one of these no-fee paver tributes. Send the name of your "nominee" and a 
suggested inscription as a Reply to this broadcast email. (info@ec47.com) 
Thanks to everyone for hanging with us on this project over the last three years. We did it 
together. 
Now, let's finish filling the available pavers with heartfelt tributes to so many veterans we 
can honor in the Weyandt-Eddy Memorial Plaza. Finally, there are more than 300 photos 
taken at the dedication, in the Hootch, and at dinner that are now uploaded in our online 
gallery. Enjoy. https://www.vietnam50thcpp.com/photoGalleries/index/weyandt-eddy-
memorial-plaza-dedication-march-25-2022 
PS: I am sorting through the many temporary paver plates and will begin mailing them out 
next week. 

  

  1 

mailto:info@ec47.com
https://www.vietnam50thcpp.com/photoGalleries/index/weyandt-eddy-memorial-plaza-dedication-march-25-2022
https://www.vietnam50thcpp.com/photoGalleries/index/weyandt-eddy-memorial-plaza-dedication-march-25-2022
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************************************************************************* 1 

Alamo Chapter 2 

San Antonio, TX 3 

Ken Williams, President 4 
Dennis “Rass” Rasmussen, Vice President 5 

Ken Maynard, Secretary/Treasurer 6 

March Chapter Meeting 7 

The Alamo Chapter of the FTVA held their monthly meeting at the Saltgrass Restaurant on 17 8 
March 2022, St Patrick’s Day. Fellowship and dinner were enjoyed by members and spouses 9 
present. Attendees: 10 

Ken and Shiela Williams 11 
Ron and Kaye Weaver 12 

Ken Gendolfe 13 
Ted Colquhoun 14 

Leroy and Hilda Rogers 15 
Dan Martin 16 

Vince and Elise Colacicco 17 
Mark and Amy Hess 18 
Dennis Rassmussen 19 

Darby Stacey 20 
Jesse and Clara Coultrap 21 
Ron and Kathy Haygood 22 

Jim McClendon 23 
Chuck Purkis 24 

President Ken Williams called the meeting to order at 1745 and the members discussed the funeral 25 
services for Ed Jolly. Dennis Rassmussen was nominated and unanimously appointed the Vice 26 
President of the Alamo Chapter. The annual September events were briefly discussed (8-10 27 
September Golf Tournament, Hall of Honor Ceremony, Remembrance Ceremony, Picnic, and 28 
Banquet). A great time was had by all reminiscing about past assignments, acquaintances, and 29 
the current state of world events.  There being no further business, the get together adjourned at 30 
1930. 31 

  32 
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April Chapter Meeting 1 

The San Antonio Chapter of the FTVA held their monthly meeting at the Saltgrass Restaurant on 2 
21 April 2022. Fellowship and dinner were enjoyed by the members and spouses present. 3 
Attendees present: 4 

Ken and Shiela Williams 5 
Leroy Rogers 6 

Gene Sloat 7 
Marco Aldaz 8 

Bob and Donna Crabtree 9 
Dennis Rassmussen 10 

Lee and Jen Anthony 11 
Doug and Anne Williams 12 

President Ken Williams called the meeting to order at 1830. Members discussed the funeral 13 
services for Ed Jolly. The recent EC-47 get together at Goodfellow AFB was discussed, as was 14 
the upcoming Air Show at Randolph AFB which is set for 22-23 April. The next meeting will be 15 
held at the Saltgrass on 20 May. There being no further business, the meeting was adjourned at 16 
1900. 17 

May Alamo Chapter Meeting 18 

The San Antonio Chapter of the FTVA held their monthly meeting at the Saltgrass Restaurant 19 
on 22 May 2022. The members and spouses enjoyed fellowship and dinner. Attendees  present: 20 

Ken and Shiela Williams 21 
Leroy and Hilda Rogers 22 
Bob and Donna Crabtree 23 

Dennis Rassmussen 24 
Vince and Elise Colacicco 25 
Ken and Judy Maynard 26 
Jay and Lou Burchfield 27 

Dan Martin 28 
Grady and Terrie Robinson 29 

Mark Hess 30 

President Ken Williams called the meeting to order at 1800 and the members and guest discussed  31 

• The EC-47 Dedication and Vietnam service document with pins from a ceremony 32 
at Goodfellow AFB was presented to Ken Maynard. 33 

• Mentioned details of the upcoming 24 May funeral arrangements for Ned Gates. 34 
• Decision to not have a meeting in June 2022. 35 
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• Details of the future annual FTVA events planned for 8, 9 and 10 September were 1 
listed. 2 

• A lengthy discussion ensued on the future of FTVA, and local chapters given the 3 
evolution of the current command structure. 4 

• Discussion will be initiated with the HQ FTVA Board of Directors on the future of 5 
the organization given the changes that have evolved in recent months. Ken 6 
Maynard and Ken Williams will discuss this topic at the next HQs meeting set for 7 
20 May with the FTVA President, Ted Colquhoun. 8 

There being no further business, the meeting adjourned at 1830. The following pictures depict 9 
the attendees at the various meetings. 10 

 11 
 12 

 13 
 14 

 15 
 16 

 17 
 18 

 19 
 20 

 21 
 22 

 23 
 24 

 25 
 26 

 27 
 28 

  29 

(L-R) Newly elected Chapter Veep “Ras” 
Rasmussen, and Judy and Ken Maynard with 
Mark Hess, FTVA Vigilant Partners 
Coordinator. 

(L-R) Alamo Chapter 
President Ken Williams and 
Secretary/Treasurer Ken 
Maynard 
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 2 
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 5 
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 8 
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 16 

 17 

 18 

 19 

 20 

 21 

 22 

 23 

 24 

 25 

 26 

 27 

  28 

(L-R) Dan Martin, FTVA Historian; Vince & Elise Colacicco, and 
Shiela Williams 

(L-R) Bob and Donna Crabtree, Terrie and Grady Robinson 
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 6 
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 9 
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 17 

 18 
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 23 

  24 

(L-R) Jennifer and Lee Anthony 
with Anne and Doug Williams 

(L-R) Gene Sloat, Marco Aldaz, Dennis 
Rassmussen and Leroy Rogers 

(L-R) Bob Crabtree, Shiela Williams 
with Donna Crabtree 
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 8 

 9 
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  13 

(L-R) Judy and Ken Maynard, Leroy and Hilda Rogers, Lou and Jay Burchfield 

(L-R) Doug Williams 
and Jennifer Anthony. 
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***************************************************************************** 1 

 2 

Aloha Chapter 3 

Honolulu, HI 4 

John “Tilly” Toillion, President 5 

 6 

Aloha All - 7 

Our most recent get together was May 19 at our favorite “watering hole” Ruby Tuesdays in 8 
Mililani. While we were few in numbers, we made up for it with lots of “talk story” about all 9 
that’s going on in the world – good, bad, or indifferent. We tried really hard to focus on the good 10 
which included our being able to get out and have a bite to eat and chat while we can. We 11 
determined that COL (Ret) Fred Collins is the oldest of our small group while John “Tilly” 12 
Toillion is the youngest – well except for this day as Fred’s grandson, Brendan, Fred’s designated 13 
chauffer, is much younger. If my math is 14 
correct, I think with Brendan our average 15 
age was around 78. 16 

Another “good” chat was a recent email 17 
exchange Tilly had with CMSgt (Ret) Tom 18 
Nurre who shared information about the 19 
“The Weyandt-Eddy Memorial Plaza - 20 
Pavers & Pins Program” which recognizes 21 
those who were EC-47 crew members in 22 
Viet Nam.  Tom shared that Pete Siegal 23 
had nominated CMSgt Ken Hopkins, since 24 
passed, as a candidate to be considered for 25 
a complementary paver. We are in the 26 
process of trying to contact Hopi’s family. 27 

As always, the welcome mat is always 28 
opened to any of you are traveling this 29 
direction. 30 

Until next time – “Aloooooooooooo HA!!! 31 

  32 

(L-R) Ken Een, John ”Tilly” Toillion, Brendan 
Collins, and Fred Collins 
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***************************************************************************** 1 

Rocky Mountain Chapter 2 

Colorado Springs, CO 3 

Greg Roman and Stan Cook Co-Presidents 4 

https://www.facebook.com/groups/229888673742365/ 5 

 6 

 7 

 8 

Check back in the next issue of Remain in Touch for chapter news and activities. 9 

  10 

https://www.facebook.com/groups/229888673742365/
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*************************************************************************** 1 

Gold Country 2 

Chapter 3 

Yuba City, CA 4 

John Aurelius, President 5 
jaurelius@mikodi.com 6 

This quarter we continued our Heritage Speaker series with well-known author James Goodall 7 
presenting at the base theater. James has an encyclopedic knowledge of the SR-71 and gave us a 8 
great deal of information about its roots in the form of the A-12 for the CIA all the way up to its 9 
final flights. One of over twenty books, James wrote the Lockheed SR-71 Blackbird: The 10 
Illustrated History of America's Legendary Mach 3 Spy Plane. A few of copies of this book were 11 
given away as raffle prizes along with his most recent book, 75 years of the Lockheed Skunk 12 
Works. One of each of these books was also donated to the base library by our chapter. 13 

Our chapter continues to meet monthly in 14 
the Heritage Room at Beale Air Force Base. 15 
The presentations at the base theater are 16 
providing us with more name recognition 17 
on the base. While we have been there for 18 
over 20 years, there are many who have 19 
never heard of us. The chapter is slowly 20 
growing again with new membership 21 
coming from the active duty segment.  22 

Remain In Touch 23 

John Aurelius 24 

 25 

 26 

 27 

 28 

  29 

SR-71 Blackbird Expert: Author James Goodall, poses at 
the Beale AFB base theater where he participated in the 
Gold Chapter’s Heritage Speaker series. 

mailto:jaurelius@mikodi.com
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***************************************************************************** 1 

Wasatch Chapter 2 

Salt Lake City, UT 3 

Jacob Scheid, President 4 

Shawn Heckman, Vice President 5 
Submitted by Scott Lawson 6 

 7 

Hi Dennis. A little thin but wanted to get you something so folks know we're still kicking around 8 
out here. We're hoping to be more active this year with more pics and news for the next quarter. 9 
Apologies for the delay and hopefully you still have time to squeeze us in. Edit as you see fit. If 10 
we're too late, I'll save for the next one. Take care, Scott 11 

The FTVA Wasatch Chapter is slowly getting back on track. We’ve met a few times this year at 12 
various locations in the Salt Lake City area, most recently on May 22, 2022 at the American 13 
Legion Post 71 for brunch where several members enjoyed each other’s company and made a few 14 
plans for the rest of the year. Our first event will be to host a BBQ for the 169 IS during their 15 
upcoming drill weekend in July.  16 

This spring marks the 35th anniversary for the 169th IS, originally activated as the 169th Electronic 17 
Security Squadron, an Electronic Security Command gained unit in April 1987 to provide a pool 18 
of reserve airborne linguists for wartime and contingency operations. In October 2019, with the 19 
help of FTVA, the final remaining SENIOR SCOUT shelter made its way from Roland R. Wright 20 
Air National Guard Base, Salt Lake City to the National Cryptologic Museum in Maryland. The 21 
National Cryptologic Museum has been storing the shelter in Maryland until a new facility is 22 
constructed with plans to build a dedicated display with the shelter to preserve an important part 23 
of this ISR platform and 169 IS history. While still a work in progress, we we’re excited to see 24 
the NCM Artifact Spotlight: Senior Scout posted recently highlighting the shelter and explaining 25 
how it arrived at their facility. 26 

We look forward to having some photos and more news to post in the coming months. See our 27 
Facebook page (https://www.facebook.com/groups/147113162599404/) for more information 28 
and announcements on our meetings normally held on fourth Fridays at 6:00pm (locations vary). 29 
If you’re ever in town visiting, we’d love to see you join us. 30 

Scott Lawson 31 

FTVA Wasatch Treasurer 32 

  33 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=K8MhXHjKWVs
https://www.facebook.com/groups/147113162599404/
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***********************************************************************1 

Mid-Atlantic Region Chapter 2 

Bob Bastian, Acting President, Treasurer 3 

 4 

Although no formal input this issue just want to check in to say we will hopefully be able to 5 
start a collaborative effort online with other members interested in holding a get together in 6 
September, but COVID is the key...we're up to 15% positivity in the surrounding counties again 7 
here in the Fort Meade area. 8 

Thanks,  9 

Bob  10 

  11 
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 1 

 2 
 3 

 4 
 5 

 6 
 7 

 8 
 9 

***************************************************************************** 10 

Annual FTVA/16 AF Reunion 11 

8-10 September 2022 12 

See details on page 2 13 

***************************************************************************** 14 

Peshawar Air Station Alumni Association 2022 Reunion 15 

The PASAA 2022 Reunion will take place around the middle of October. The location will be in 16 
Patrick Space Force Base/Space Coast area of Florida, but the timing will be dependent upon hotel 17 
availability and other factors. This is just a ‘heads-up.” We are requesting volunteer(s) who live in the 18 
area to step up and help with checking out hotels, meeting venues, etc. in the Space Coast area. Please 19 
contact us at badaber@att.net and/or calling Tom Davis at (937) 470-3395. We hope to have complete 20 
details in the next Newsletter. 21 

  22 

REUNIONS & 
ANNOUNCEMENTS 

mailto:badaber@att.net
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FTVA VIGILANT PARTNERS 1 

P.O. BOX 691616 2 

San Antonio, TX 78269 3 
FREEDOM THROUGH VIGILANCE ASSOCIATION 4 

P.O. BOX 691616 5 
 6 

PLATINUM PARTNERS 7 
Prop Wash Gang 8 

Mrs. Doyle E. Larson 9 
(IMO Maj Gen Doyle E. Larson) 10 

 11 
GOLD PARTNERS 12 

Security Services Federal Credit Union 13 
Engrave-Tech & Graphics 14 

Anonymous 15 
(IMO MSgt Robert "Bob" Fenstermacher) 16 

Regis F.A. Urschler 17 
(IMO Maj Gen Doyle Larson and 18 

Tom Tennant) 19 
 20 

SILVER PARTNERS 21 
Anthony F. Jensen 22 

Grover Jackson 23 
William F. Sheck 24 

Bob & Debbie Cope 25 
“Picnic Partners” 26 

Donald Bundy 27 
Greg Radabaugh 28 

  29 
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 1 

BRONZE PARTNERS 2 
Mark and Amy Hess 3 

Ronald Hentz 4 
(IHO Col Bob Cope) 5 

Jack V. Brewer 6 
E.W. Forbess 7 

 8 
PATRON PARTNERS 9 

CMSgt Roger Towberman 10 
James Mayer 11 

Charles Bishop 12 
Edward Sellmeyer 13 

 14 

 15 

 16 

Thank You VPs! Your continued 17 

support is vital in helping us 18 

continue the FTVA mission 19 

  20 
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Received word of the following losses from caring relatives, friends or 1 

obituaries and offer prayers and sympathy to loved ones. 2 

“It is the soldier above all others who prays for peace, for it is the soldier who 3 
must suffer and bear the deepest wounds and scars of war.” Douglas MacArthur 4 
___________________________________________________ 5 

Amedia, Charles “Chuck,” MSgt (ret), USAF 6 

Castleberry, Wendel Barry, SSgt, USAFSS 7 

Colon, Jorge D., MSgt (ret), USAFSS *** FTVA Lifetime Member 8 

Evans, David Earl, SrA, USAFSS 9 

Farrell, Grace Badayos Rivera, *** Spouse CMSgt (ret) Ray Farrell 10 

Gates III, Albert “Ned,” Maj (ret), USAFSS ***FTVA Lifetime Member 11 

Gavin, Patricia E., Civilian, USAFSS 12 

Gille, Harry J., SSgt, USAFSS 13 

Gillespie, Wallace D., Col (ret), USAFSS 14 

Giovannini, Max, Col (ret), USAFSS *** FTVA Lifetime Member 15 

Hentz, Ronald D., CMSgt (ret), USAFSS *** FTVA Lifetime Member 16 

Lenhardt, Robert G., USAFSS 17 

Martin, Marvin Charles, USAFSS 18 

Millar, Russell A., TSgt (ret), USAFSS 19 

Perry, James A., Capt, USAFSS 20 

Scheele, Roger H., USAFSS 21 

Stagg, Howard J., Capt, USAF 22 

Sullivan, John L., CMSgt (ret), USAF 23 

Waring, Homer L., SMSgt (ret), USAFSS *** FTVA Lifetime Member 24 

Willmeth, Janice Hazel, USAFSS 25 

FALLEN EAGLES 
Compiled by Joe Figueroa, Associate Editor 
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***************************************************************************** 1 
Amedia, Charles “Chuck,” MSgt (ret), 67, He was 2 
affectionately known as "Chuck", "Tucker", or "Tweety". He 3 
served in the USAF as aircrew and Korean linguist from May 9, 4 
1974 until May 31, 1994. During his military career, he flew 5 
aboard multiple aircraft including the RC-135M "Rivet Card" and 6 
EC-130H "Compass Call" while participating in deployments 7 

such as Operation Desert Shield. He attained the rank of Master Sergeant while also earning a 8 
Bachelor of Science Degree in Human Resources Management from Park College as well as a 9 
Master of Arts Degree in Counseling from Chapman University. After retiring from the US Air 10 
Force, Chuck actively volunteered to help fellow veterans through the US Department of Veterans 11 
Affairs and counseled inmates through the Arizona Department of Corrections. Chuck is survived 12 
by his beloved children Alex Amedia and Theresa Corella. //Obit – Desert Sunset Funeral 13 
Home// 14 
***************************************************************************** 15 

Castleberry, Wendel Barry, SSgt, 79, passed away Apr 29, 2022. He was married 16 
to his loving wife, Adeline "Addie" M. Castleberry for 57 years. Wendel served in 17 
the United States Air Force from June 1960 to June 1968. He achieved the rank of 18 
Staff Sergeant (E-5) and was stationed in Misawa, Japan in the U.S. Air Force 19 
Security Service; in Randolph AFB, Texas in Air Training Command; and in 20 
Arlington, Virginia in Defense Intelligence Agency; and retired as a systems analyst 21 

in Jacksonville, Florida at the Defense Mega Center, Naval Air Station on December 31, 1998. 22 
Wendel is survived by his wife Adeline "Addie" Castleberry; children Wayne Michael 23 
Castleberry and Laura Ann Budke (Mark). //Obit – Hardage-Giddens Riverside Funeral 24 
Home// 25 

***************************************************************************** 26 
Colon, Jorge D., MSgt (ret),), 86, passed away Apr 4, 2022. Jorge David enlisted 27 
USAF at the age of 17 and completed basic training in upstate New York in 1954. 28 
He traveled to Germany, France, Turkey, Alaska and around the US. Jorge was 29 
married to his first wife Donna Collins. He was then stationed in Ankara, Turkey 30 
where he became a father for the first time. His next station was at Key West 31 
where child number two made an entrance. After being stationed at three separate 32 
air force bases in Florida, his next station was in Omaha, Nebraska. Retiring in 33 

1976, Jorge then moved on to California. Though his first marriage ended, his children can attest 34 
that he was a solid presence in their lives. In California, Jorge David completed his Associates 35 
Degree in Cupertino, California. He met and married his second wife Patricia Marcella Rodriguez 36 
in 1980. After a stint in the Post Office, Jorge David gained employment on the civilian side of 37 
government. Thus began the 2nd half of his travels around the world. In this next stage of 38 
employment, Jorge was stationed or did temporary assignments in Spain, Peru, Brazil, Cuba, 39 
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Mexico City, Guadalajara, and Colombia. His line of work was extremely interesting and he was 1 
immensely proud of all that he accomplished, as he should have been. Throughout his time in the 2 
military and the gov't., he amassed friends from all over the world. He would gather at yearly 3 
reunions to stay connected, the last of which (that he attended) was in 2019. Jorge David is 4 
survived by his children David Colón (Rachelle) and Cathy Colón; his grandson Alexander 5 
Carlisle (de Colón), all of Spring Hill, Florida.  //Obit – Cathy Colon// 6 
***************************************************************************** 7 

Evans, David Earl, SrA, 79, passed away Feb 24, 2022. He joined the United 8 
States Air Force in which he served from 1962-1965 where he ended as an E-4. 9 
He was a morse intercept operator in Vietnam. Throughout the rest of his life, 10 
David was proud to be a veteran. David is survived by his wife of 55 years, Beverly 11 
Evans; his sons Corey (Aleta) Evans and Aaron (Amy) Evans. //Obit – 12 

Legacy.com// 13 

***************************************************************************** 14 
Farrell, Grace Badayos Rivera, 59, passed away April 18, 2022. Grace was born 15 
into humble beginnings in Naga, Cebu, Philippines. Grace graduated from 16 
Colegio de San Jose-Recoletos College of Commerce in 1983 with a bachelor’s 17 
degree in Accounting. She first met her husband, CMSgt (ret) Ray Farrell, in 18 
December 1990 when he was stationed at Clark Air Base, Republic of the 19 
Philippines. They were married on June 24, 1991, just prior to Operation Fiery 20 

Vigil – the complete evacuation of U.S. Forces from the Philippines due to the Mount Pinatubo 21 
volcanic eruption. As a military spouse, Grace embarked on an exciting 20-year adventure with 22 
Ray and their three daughters (Marlena, Rayna, and Raquel). The U.S. Air Force took them to 23 
Utah, the Republic of Panama, Maryland, Japan, and Florida. In support of Ray’s exemplary 24 
career in the U.S. Air Force, Grace devoted her days caring for their three daughters and 25 
whichever stray Airman Ray brought over that needed a warm meal and a cold beer. Her home 26 
was always pristine but warm and welcoming to anyone and everyone. Her love for cooking 27 
was well known throughout her circle of family, friends, and their entire military community. 28 
She is survived by her husband, Raymond Farrell; their three daughters Marlena, Rayna, and 29 
Raquel. Please consider a donation in memory of Grace Farrell to Cure PSP. Visit www.psp.org 30 
for more information. //Obit - Carey Hand Colonial Funeral Home// 31 

In 1993, my Panamanian wife, daughter and myself went to this “foreign-to-us” land called 32 
Utah. I was one of those stray Airmen she accepted into her home. She also accepted my family. 33 
She empathized with the challenges my wife would face being away from her home for the 34 
first time and set us up for success. We are forever indebted. Grace was aptly named. //Joseph 35 
“Pepito” Figueroa// 36 

***************************************************************************** 37 

https://www.careyhandcolonialfh.com/
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Gates III, Albert Edward “Ned” Gates, Maj (ret), 76, passed away Apr 1 
30, 2022. Born on April 16, 1946 to Albert Edward Gates Jr. and Vivian 2 
Neal at BAMC, Ned retired from the USAF in 1989 and from Boysville 3 
in 2011. He was preceded in death by his parents and siblings. Ned is 4 
survived by his wife, his dream girl, Ruby L. Gates; three sons, Jeffrey 5 
Gates (Mary). //Obit -, Travis Gates (Natalie), and Samuel Gates 6 

(Catherine); as well as his grandchildren: Zoey, Zane, Vivian, Miles, Zayla, Izora, and Landon. 7 
Ned also leaves behind many loving family members and friends. Beloved husband, Dad, Papa, 8 
and “Nasty Ned.” //Obit - Porter Loring Mortuaries// 9 

Maj Gates’ assignments included Mildenhall and as Operations Officer, 6949 ESS, Offutt Air 10 
Force Base, NE. There are many testimonials on social media (Facebook) to the impact he had 11 
on the men and women he served with. Lee Anthony stated he epitomized being a servant leader 12 
both in the military and in his subsequent duties caring for troubled and disadvantaged youth. 13 
//Joseph “Pepito” Figueroa// 14 

***************************************************************************** 15 
Gavin, E., Patricia (Pat), 83, passed away May 13, 2022. After high school, she 16 
married her ex-husband, Barnie Gavin, and they spent the next 42 years living in 17 
different parts of the world due to Barnie's enlistment in the USAF. Pat lived in 18 
Japan, Texas, England, Hawaii, Philippines, Okinawa, and Alaska. At the time of 19 
Barnie's retirement, they were living in San Angelo, Texas where Pat decided to 20 
stay. She served her country as a secretary for 30 years to various commanders on 21 

different bases where they were assigned, including Goodfellow Air Force Base in San Angelo. 22 
Pat had a great love for her family and always enjoyed spending time with the grandchildren and 23 
great grandchildren. Her spirited personality was displayed in recent years in the way she wore 24 
her hair. Her beautiful, soft white hair was always interlaced with a rainbow of colors, which 25 
would coincide with the different holidays or seasons. She could not go out in public without 26 
someone telling her how much they loved her hair. She had a generous heart and always wanted 27 
to give to others. Patricia is survived by her loving children, Susan (Michael) Edger; Colleen 28 
Smith and Sean (DebiAnn) Gavin. //Obit – Beck Givnish Funeral Home// 29 

***************************************************************************** 30 
Gille, Harry J., SSgt, 93, passed away March 6, 2022. In 1952, Harry enlisted in 31 
the United States Air Force, while the country was involved in the Korean and Cold 32 
Wars. He was assigned to the USAF Security Service and was sent to Syracuse 33 
University to learn Russian. He was subsequently assigned to USAFSS 34 
headquarters in San Antonio, Texas, where he was assigned to help prepare new 35 
enlistees for assignments overseas. Harry is survived by and will be greatly missed 36 

by his loving wife of 65 years, Barbara Gille; daughter Susan Gille Gillett (Nelson Plaza); sons, 37 
David (Carolyn) Gille and Patrick Gille (Sara Almengor). //Obit – Legacy.com// 38 



Remain In Touch                                                                                                                                     June 2022 

Remain In Touch                                                                                                                                     June 2022 
34 

***************************************************************************** 1 
Gillespie, Wallace D., Col (ret), 93, passed away May 20, 2022. Don played 2 
college football on scholarship at Brigham Young University, West Point Academy, 3 
and Utah State University. He joined the United States Air Force. His career in the 4 
Air Force began in 1954 as an intelligence officer for the Air Force Security Service. 5 
He was later recruited to join an elite covert force that gathered classified 6 
undercover intelligence in Vietnam. He climbed waterfalls, ate snakes, and fought 7 

for his life in the jungle. It was a time he never liked to speak about. Through his military service, 8 
he moved and traveled with Ila all across the United States and the world, eventually reaching the 9 
rank of Colonel. Later in his Air Force career, the entire family moved from Massachusetts to 10 
Turkey. They explored and camped in the Middle East via a Volkswagen bus. Afterward, he 11 
worked at the White House Communications Agency under President Nixon. He later served as 12 
the director of Space and Satellite Communications Systems until he retired and joined the public 13 
sector. Don leaves behind Barry Gillespie (Nancy); Nicole Tippetts (Zach); Rex Gillespie 14 
(Lorna); and Jada Peterson (Todd). //Obit – Russon Mortuary// 15 

***************************************************************************** 16 

Giovannini, Max, Col (ret), USAFSS passed away May 10, 2022 at the age of 93. 17 
His long life was characterized by devotion to his family and country. He 18 
epitomized the “officer and gentleman.” 19 

Max was born to Filippo and Irene Giovannini in Ellwood City, Pennsylvania. 20 
After graduating from Geneva College, he was awarded a commission in the U.S. 21 
Air Force and began a 29-year military career in the new USAF Security Service. 22 

At his first tour of duty, he met and married Mary Bethel Kincaid. They raised four children in 23 
six states and five overseas assignments, including USAFSS Headquarters, Kelly AFB, Wheelus 24 
AFB, Tripoli, Libya, European Security Region Headquarters, Frankfurt, Germany, 25 
Headquarters-Tactical Air Command, Langley AFB, Wakkanai Air Station, Japan, command of 26 
the common defense installation in Karamürsel, Turkey, National Security Agency, Ft. Meade, 27 
DOD Special Representative to the Military Assistance Command, Vietnam, and the North 28 
American Aerospace Defense Command, Cheyenne Mountain, Colorado. He furthered his 29 
education by earning an MBA at the Univ. of Oklahoma, and his distinguished service was 30 
recognized with numerous commendations. 31 

In 1980, Max retired and returned to San Antonio, where he transferred his leadership skills to 32 
civilian life. He served his fellow officers as Executive Director of Air Force Village I, and on 33 
Security Service FCU’s Board of Directors for 30 years, including service as its Chairman. Max 34 
and Mary enjoyed a vibrant life until Mary’s death parted them in 2011 after 58 years of marriage. 35 
Two years later, Max found new joy with Dolores “Dodie” Blum, with whom he was joined in 36 
marriage in 2013. Their nine years together were marked by great happiness.  37 

Max is survived by his wife Dodie, daughters Juliana McCollom (Patrick) of Luther, Oklahoma, 38 
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Gloria Giovannini (Jay Mitchell) of Salt Lake City, Utah, and Regina Giovannini (Lamar 1 
McCorkle) of Houston, Texas, daughter-in-law Sebastiana Giovannini of Sacramento, California, 2 
eleven grandchildren, two great-grandchildren, cousins Janet Gabutti Layshock (Raymond) of 3 
Cary, Illinois, and Paolo DePiante (Elisabetta) of Rome, Italy, and many other cousins, great-4 
nieces and nephews in Italy. He was preceded in death by his parents, brother Joseph Giovannini, 5 
sisters Velia and Gloria Giovannini, wife Mary, infant daughter Marietta, and son Philip 6 
Giovannini, PhD. 7 

Mass will be celebrated on June 21, 2022 at 9:00a.m. St. Louis Catholic Church in Castroville, 8 
Texas, followed by interment with military honors at Ft. Sam Houston National Cemetery in San 9 
Antonio. Friends are invited to greet the family and offer remembrances at a reception at Blue 10 
Skies of Texas-West at 3:00p.m. Memorials may be made in his honor to Air Force Villages 11 
Charitable Foundation. 12 

***************************************************************************** 13 

Hentz, Ronald D., CMSgt (ret), 75, passed away Apr 22, 2022. After a two and 14 
a half year health battle, Ron passed from complications due to cancer with his 15 
beloved wife Naoko and daughters by his side. 16 
He was born to Francis and Dorothy (Reisenweber) Hentz. Ron was a proud 17 
veteran of the United States Air Force and retired as a CMSgt with 21 years of 18 

service in military intelligence, surveillance, and reconnaissance. He served in both the Vietnam 19 
and Cold Wars as a Russian linguist. Throughout his service, Ron was stationed around the world, 20 
most notably spending ten years in Japan where he met the love of his life in Okinawa and 21 
together started their family. He enjoyed experiencing new cultures and studying languages such 22 
as Russian, Japanese, Okinawan, Latin, and most recently, Spanish. Ron's military service 23 
remained his proudest accomplishment and he actively supported military groups and causes 24 
throughout his life. After retiring from the Air Force, Ron started a second career with the US 25 
Postal Service, eventually retiring as Postmaster of the Menasha Post Office. He is survived by 26 
his wife, Naoko; 3 daughters Emily (Aaron) Hoffmann, Aileen (Brian Asti), and Paula. //Obit - 27 
Simply Cremation - Green Bay// 28 

My condolences as a fellow "Dogger" from the Air Force Security Service. I remember Ron from 29 
Fall of Saigon reunion. I thank you for your support to him. God remembers all. //Ed Evans// 30 

***************************************************************************** 31 

Lenhardt, Robert G., 78, passed away March 22, 2022. He served our country in 32 
the US Air Force from June 1961 through November 1964. Mr. Lenhardt attended 33 
Military Language School studying Russian Language. During his time in the 34 
service, Robert worked as a Russian Linguist in the US Air Force Security Service. 35 
Left to cherish his memory is his wife, Jean. //Obit – Shoemaker Funeral Home// 36 
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***************************************************************************** 1 

Martin, Marvin Charles, 89, passed away May 7, 2022. During the Korean War, 2 
he served in the United States Air Force Security Service as a radio intercept 3 
operator. He is survived by his son Stephen; daughters, Dr. Vicki Martin, and Ann 4 
(Mrs. Dale) Alexander. //Obit – Click Funeral Home// 5 

 6 

***************************************************************************** 7 
Millar, Russell A., TSgt (ret), 87, passed away Apr 9, 2022. He served honorably 8 
during the Vietnam Crisis and served twenty-three years until his retirement from 9 
active duty on February 1, 1977, at the rank of TSGT. 10 

During his tenure with the Air Force, he served with the 6940 Tech Training Group 11 
at Goodfellow Air Force Base, was proficient in Foreign Science and Technical 12 
publications and operated sensitive and complex equipment while flying with the 13 

PACAF, AAC and USAFE. His accomplishments included successfully mastering the Romanian 14 
Language. Russell relocated to San Angelo after his retirement from the armed forces to work for 15 
the United States Postal Service. He would retire for a second time on June 22, 1990. Russell is 16 
survived by his sister, Susan, daughters Maureen and Pauline, sons, Sean, Steven, Jimmy. He was 17 
preceded in death by his first wife, Mrs. Anita Millar and his second wife, Mrs. Irene Millar. 18 
//Obit – Johnson’s Funeral Home// 19 

***************************************************************************** 20 
Perry, James A., Capt, 85, passed away May 27, 2022. He entered the U.S. Air 21 
Force in 1958. During his tour of duty as an intelligence officer, he was assigned 22 
to the U.S. Air Force Security Service and stationed at NSA, Fort Meade, Md. Upon 23 
his discharge as a Captain in 1961 he returned to Portland. On July 19, 1959 he 24 
married Marion Swaggart. He is survived by his wife, son, Mike; daughter, Sue. 25 
//Obit – Legacy.com// 26 

 27 

***************************************************************************** 28 
Scheele, Roger H., 83, passed away Apr 10, 2022. Roger was a veteran having 29 
served in the United States Air Force Security Service from 1958 – 1963. After 30 
basic training at Lakeland AFB and Morse Intercept School at Keesler AFB in 31 
Biloxi, MS, he was assigned to the 6927th RSM at Onna Point, Okinawa. In 1963, 32 
he married Barbara Fazendin. He is survived by his sons, Scott, and Roger. He is 33 
further survived by his ex-wife, Barbara. //Obit - Hafemeister Funeral Home// 34 

***************************************************************************** 35 
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Stagg, Howard, J., Capt, 80, passed away May 15, 2022. He leaves behind three 1 
children: Roxane Stagg; Howard Josiah Stagg V; and James Stagg; and his 2 
partner Evelyn Cheselka. Howard married Cathleen Christenson and was 3 
commissioned as a second lieutenant on June 1, 1963. The Air Force called him 4 
to active duty in July of 1963 so he reported to Texas' Goodfellow AFB. He 5 
attended the Air Force Cryptology School and learned Chinese. He arrived in 6 
Tokyo on the first day of the Gulf of Tonkin in Vietnam and was ordered to 7 

immediately report to Misawa AFB, where he was assigned to the 6921st security wing. He was 8 
later assigned to the 7th Pacific Air Forces' Tactical Reconnaissance Wing in Tan Son Nhut Air 9 
Base, Saigon, initially flying RF 101s out of Saigon to North and South Vietnam. He was 10 
honorably discharged as a Captain. //Obit – Legacy.com// 11 

***************************************************************************** 12 
Sullivan, John L., CMSgt (ret), 82, passed away March 13, 2022. He is preceded 13 
in death by his loving wife, Brenda. He is survived by his son, John L. (Gwen) 14 
Sullivan, Jr.; daughter, Michelle L. (Pat) Fuller. A faithful and honorable Air Force 15 
veteran of 33 years, he retired in 1991 with the rank of Chief Master Sergeant. He 16 
served overseas tours in Japan, Italy, South Korea, the United Kingdom, and the 17 
Republic of South Vietnam. He accumulated over 12,000 flight hours aboard 18 

RC135, EC135, C130 and EC47 aircraft and flew 140 combat missions over South Vietnam. His 19 
military duties included airborne radio operator, Drill Instructor at Lackland Air Force Base, and 20 
First Sergeant at Offutt AFB. In 1981 he was selected as the 1st Commandant of the newly created 21 
Non-Commissioned Officer Leadership School at Offutt AFB. //Obit – John A. Gentleman 22 
Mortuaries and Crematory// 23 

***************************************************************************** 24 
Waring, Homer L., SMSgt (ret), 79, passed away Mar 27, 2022. He enlisted in 25 
the USAF in Sep 22, 1960. After completing basic training in San Antonio, and 26 
Radio Intercept and Analysis technical school in San Angelo, his first assignment 27 
was in Taipei, Taiwan with the USAF Security Service. He returned to TX in 1964 28 
for more training in Intelligence Operations. Then to Wiesbaden, Germany from 29 

1966 to 1968. From there to Okinawa, Japan from 1968 to 1971. In 1971, he transferred to 30 
Darmstadt, Germany. The unit moved to Frankfurt, Germany later that year, where he served 31 
until 1973. His unit relocated to Shefford, England, where he served from 1973 to 1977. In 1977, 32 
Homer was reassigned to San Antonio as Radio Communications Analysis and Security 33 
Superintendent. Throughout his 17.5 years with USAF Security Service, much of his duty was 34 
accomplished on temporary assignments at various bases worldwide, to include the Vietnam area 35 
of operation. His distinguished military career culminated when he retired from the USAF in 36 
September 1982. After retiring, he went on to perform a 26-year career in Federal Civil Service 37 
as a Technology Specialist. Homer is survived by his wife of 36 years, Anne M. Waring; daughter, 38 
Lisa (Waring) Cates, her husband Toby, and her mother Lynda (Schambach) Waring; 39 
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Stepdaughters, Carol (DePuy) Kinard and her husband Jeff, Lori (DePuy) Brazzill and her 1 
husband Mike. //Obit – Porter Loring Mortuaries// 2 

Homer and I enlisted in the USAF just a few weeks apart, and both of us were assigned to Security 3 
Service out of basic training. We attended tech school at Goodfellow AFB, San Angelo, TX, 4 
about the same time, and we both got lucky and drew assignments to the 6987th Radio Squadron 5 
Mobile, Shu Lin Kou Air Station, Taiwan. We did the same kind of analyst work there. Homer 6 
was quiet, unassuming, a bit reserved, but not at all self-conscious. He had a good mind and a 7 
fine heart. To his family and friends, I offer my sincerest prayers as you say Goodbye to a good 8 
man I met sixty years ago, when we were all fresh and young, and our lives were all before us. 9 
//Douglas Ort// 10 

Homer & Chuck were stationed at Linkou AB in the early '60's. The first day there, the first-11 
person Chuck met was Homer, & they've been friends ever since. Our paths crossed in Okinawa 12 
when we visited Norway in '72 & England in '76. A lifetime of memories. RIP, Homer. //Connie 13 
Sjolie// 14 

***************************************************************************** 15 

Willmeth, Janice Hazel, 69, passed away April 12, 2022. Janice enlisted in the 16 
USAF in 1972 and served as a communications specialist in the Air Force 17 
Security Service until her honorable discharge from the Air Force in 1975. Her 18 
Air Force assignments included a tour at RAF Bentwaters, Suffolk, England. 19 
While assigned to Headquarters United States Air Force Security Service in San 20 
Antonio, Texas, Janice met and married her spouse. Survivors include her loving 21 

husband of 49 years, Roger E. Willmeth; two daughters, Jennifer, and Melissa Gourlay. //Obit - 22 
Roberson Funeral Home & Crematory Port// 23 

  24 
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 6 

Renew Your Membership Today 7 

Using PayPal 8 

 9 

 10 

We have created the capability to now accept electronic membership payments and any 11 
other funds/donations using PayPal. If you transfer money to funds@ftva.us in PayPal 12 
https://www.paypal.com/us/home, the money will go directly to the FTVA account and the 13 
treasurer will automatically be notified. This is a step to increase the ways you can get 14 
money to the FTVA and reduce the burden on you. 15 

 16 
 17 

 18 
 19 

 20 
 21 

 22 
 23 

For more information simply send an email to: 24 

membersupport@ftva.us 25 

 26 

  27 
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WE ARE I S R 1 

Past Present Future 2 

 3 
 4 

 5 
 6 

 7 
 8 

 9 
 10 
 11 
 12 
 13 
 14 
 15 
 16 
 17 
 18 

 19 
 20 

 21 
 22 

THE FREEDOM THROUGH VIGILANCE 23 

ASSOCIATION 24 

THE FTVA IS A PRIVATE, NON-PROFIT CORPORATION ESTABLISHED IN 1981. WE ARE 25 
DEDICATED TO THE SUPPORT AND PERPETUATION OF SOCIAL, EDUCATIONAL AND 26 

HUMANITARIAN SERVICES FOR THE USAF AND 16TH AIR FORCE. 27 

ALL FORMER AND CURRENT MILITARY OR CIVILIAN MEMBERS OF 16TH AF AND ITS 28 
PREDECESSOR COMMANDS OR AGENCIES ARE ELIGIBLE FOR MEMBERSHIP. SURVIVING 29 
SPOUSES OF DECEASED PERSONNEL ARE ELIGIBLE FOR ASSOCIATE MEMBER STATUS. 30 

WE ARE YOU!! 31 


