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The President’s Corner

By Ted Colguhoun
President, FTVA

Howdy Y all,
Hope everyone is doing great, wherever you are. Maybe the end of summer is finally arriving in
south Texas. It was 64 degrees this morning. Hopefully that trend continues.

This summer has been busy, especially with getting ready for 16 AF/FTVA Anniversary events,
19-21 Oct 2023. This year we will be celebrating several Anniversary Events:

2023 FTVA/16 AF Anniversary Week - 19-21 Oct 2023
4™ Anniversary of 16™ Air Force
75" Anniversary of US Air Forces Security Service
50" Anniversary of the Withdrawal of US Forces from Vietnam

SCHEDULE OF EVENTS
Thursday, 19 Oct 23
Golf Tournament — 0900 Check-in (Shotgun Start at 1000) Register Form on FTVA.us website
Event POC — Bob Benitez
Friday, 20 October 2023
2023 Hall of Honor Induction Ceremony, Bernard A. Larger Auditorium, Bldg. 2007

8:30 AM

Event POC - Lee Anthony

Remembrance Ceremony in front of 16 AF Headquarters Building (EC-47)

11:00 AM

Event POC - Joe Figueroa
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Anniversary Picnic - Stapleton Park
1:00 PM
Event POC — Phoenix Booster Club and Jacque Lerma
Saturday, 21 October 2023

16 AF/FTVA Anniversary Banquet and Vietnam Veteran Recognition Event
Gateway Club, Lackland AFB

5:00 PM
Event POCs — Ken Williams (Banquet) and Tom Nurre (Vietnam Recognition)

As you will note, there is an extra event during the banquet on 21 Oct. The Heritage Chapter in
San Angelo has been leading the charge to recognize our Vietnam Veterans with a special
memorial pinning ceremony, led by Tom Nurre. This event will happen during the banquet where
we will recognize all our Vietham War Veterans. This year is the 50th anniversary of the
end of hostilities for US Armed Forces (Paris Peace Accords — Jan 1973) and it would be fitting
to recognize our fellow Airmen who spent many days and nights keeping watch and enabling our
combined operations in, and around Vietnam. Our POCs for the recognition ceremony will be
Mr. Tom Nurre from the Heritage Chapter (San Angelo) and Mr. Bill Brockmiller, FTVA Vice-
President and Alamo Chapter member. You should see some additional documents in the Remain-
In-Touch giving you guidance on how to sign up for the ceremony and we will also post the
information on the website.

One last item to cover for the upcoming Anniversary Week. My term in office is ending again
and we will need to vote on new officers. Usually, the current Vice-President steps up into the
President role and we bring on a new VP. Mr. Bill Brockmiller (\VP) has graciously accepted the
challenge, so we will hold an election for a new VP. It was also pointed out to us that we normally
rotate the two positions between former enlisted/officer/civilian. With that in mind, we are
looking for an officer or civilian member to step-up into the Vice Presidency. If you know of
anyone that would be willing to serve, or if you would like to serve in this role, please contact the
Board of Directors at FTVAbod@ftva.us.

Finally, thank you again for supporting our men and women in all services, but especially 16 AF.
A lot of you know what goes on behind the scenes within our organizations. Our Airmen are
doing an incredible job holding the wolves at bay.

Thanks for your support, friendship, and prayers, and more importantly thanks for maintaining
contact with each other and ensuring what we do best...Remaining in Touch.

Until next time....ted
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Remain in Touch Newsletter Staff

210-627-7586

Dennis Buxton, Editor newsletter @ftva.us

Dennis Rasmussen,

Senior Editorial Adviser & newsletter@ftva.us
Overall Great Amigo!
Joe “Pepito” Figueroa, 210-267-1846
Associate Editor falleneagles@ftva.us
Ken Maynard, 16th AF News
Associate Editor newsletter@ftva.us
Asls?oacni a'lgalrittljri]tor newsletter@ftva.us
Roy Burnett, e-Issue
Circulation Manager membersupport@ftva.us

Hello Readers,

| have a favor to ask. But first | hope to see all of you at the reunion
events next month as | will be out-and-about taking pictures and
names from you. The favor is because I cannot be everyplace and see
everyone. What is this favor? You all have a camera, right? Simply
take a photo or two (or more) of you and yours at the any and all
reunion events and email or text them to me at dennis.buxton@me.com or newsletter@ftva.us
(text 210-627-7586). | will take it from there but please also include your name (photo credit!),
the names of those you’ve chosen to depict (everyone likes to see their visage and name in “print’)
and what event you were at and what you were doing. I’ll take it from there. But please note also
that | can’t possibly use ALL of what is submitted (but I’ll try) for various reasons (print space is
no longer one of them). Some of these reasons are the quality of the photo is beyond the corrective
capability of my photo software, or the folks are not identified). But we’ll do our best.

The next issue of RIT, which | hope will contain YOUR REUNION PHOTOs too, will be
compiled and posted in December 2023. Please be sure to send your inputs to newsletter@ftva.us
or dennis.buxton@me.com (or via snail mail to my attention at 8847 Breanna Oaks, S.A., TX
78254) by December 1, 2023.!

Remain In Touch,
Dennis Buxton
Your Newsletter Editor
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FTVA Value Statement

Many Air Force senior leaders have released statements that should resonate with every member
of the Freedom Through Vigilance Association (FTVA). They stated, “It is time for every one of
us to strive for understanding and a culture of inclusiveness and belonging across our Air Force,”
and “It is our very own General Benjamin O. Davis, Tuskegee Airman, who said, ‘The privileges
of being an American belong to those brave enough to fight for them’.” These sentiments were
recently echoed by the former Space Force Commander, General Jay Raymond, and Chief Master
Sergeant of the Space Force Roger Towberman, who said, “We have an opportunity to get this
right from the beginning by making diversity and inclusion ‘one of the bedrock strengths” of the
Space Force. And our prior 16th Air Force Commander, Lt General Timothy Haugh and prior
Command Chief, Summer Leifer, have both implored NAF members to embrace diversity,
challenge our own biases, and treat everyone with dignity and respect.

Since the formation of the USAF Security Service (USAFSS) in October 1948, and in its various
iterations since then to the present 16" Air Force, we recognize that the one constant and bedrock
strength of our organization is the people. Throughout the years, our leaders have understood that
if we take care of the people, the people will take care of the mission. Our people are as diverse
as the missions we support. Yet, despite these differences, we train and fight as one. We value
and understand the importance of respect and dignity for all, regardless of ethnic background,
religion, gender, and/or sexual orientation.

The FTVA reaffirms our commitment to our country and the people we serve. Now is the time
for reflection and listening to those that may not have had a voice at the table. Those voices need
to be heard and be part of this national debate. We, as an organization, understand the sacrifices
that have been made so that all Americans can enjoy the benefits of liberty, freedom, and justice
for all. These benefits must encompass all Americans for we are greater in strength unified than
in division. The FTVA thanks all who have served and sacrificed through the years and remains
committed to the values we hold dear of dignity and respect for all and the Air Force’s Core
Values of Integrity First, Service Before Self, and Excellence In All We Do.



https://www.spaceforce.mil/SFB/Display/Article/2136021/chief-master-sergeant-of-the-space-force-roger-a-towberman/
https://www.spaceforce.mil/SFB/Display/Article/2136021/chief-master-sergeant-of-the-space-force-roger-a-towberman/

Remain In Touch September 2023

FTVA Hall of Honor

Lee Anthony, Program Chair

The Freedom Through Vigilance Association (FTVA) Hall of Honor Selection Committee
convened on August 1, 2023, and | am pleased to announce that the below nominations were
selected for induction into the Hall of Honor for 2023.

Shwedo, Bradford J. (BJ), Lt Gen, USAF (Ret)
Studavent, Delores (Dee), GS-13, USAF (Ret)
Colquhoun, Edward W. Jr., (Ted), CMSgt, USAF (Ret)
Farrell, Raymond T. (Ray), CMSgt, USAF (Ret) (Deceased)
Frizzell, Sharon G., SMSgt, USAF (Ret)

Yandow, Beth, MSgt, USAF (Ret)

One 2022 Hall of Honor inductee, Colonel Phillip E. Thompson, USAF (Ret) was unable to
attend last year’s ceremonies due to illness. We are hopeful that Col (Ret) Thompson will be able
to participate in this year’s activities and receive his overdue formal induction.

The Hall of Honor Program chairman is SMSgt (Ret) Lee Anthony, and the Hall of Honor
members participating on this year’s selection committee were Lt Col/DISL (Ret) Kenneth
Williams; Lt Col/DISL (Ret) Gregory Radabaugh; CMSgt (Ret) Marco Aldaz; CMSgt (Ret)
Susan Douglas; CMSgt (Ret) Kenneth Maynard; and CMSgt (Ret) A.J. Harrison. | sincerely
appreciate their collective efforts with the entire selection process. As usual, there were difficult
judgments and keen competition associated with the field of candidates, not to mention their roles
in updating the Hall of Honor Charter. It’s a pleasure to serve with this team!

Now that the key announcement has been made, 1’d like to turn your attention to next year. Often,
| hear the question, “Why isn’t (fill in the blank) in the Hall of Honor?” Most of the time
there’s a simple answer: that person hasn’t yet been nominated. The majority of people reading
this know exactly the type of person I’m speaking of — one who exceeded the standard throughout
a distinguished career and truly stood out as “the best of the best”, regardless of rank or personal
position. Let me reiterate that the Hall of Honor isn’t the result of a popularity contest, an “Old
Boy’s” network, or a smoke-filled back room — we seriously spend as much as a month reviewing
and ranking submissions which still go through a series of checks and balances throughout the
entire board.

The ultimate result usually comes down to two basic factors: 1) The person must be nominated
in accordance with the guidelines of the charter, and 2) The write-up needs to be strong and

7




Remain In Touch September 2023

emphasize the unique contributions and accomplishments of the nominee. I’ll make this a point
of emphasis over the next 9 months. Having said that, please reach out to me or any current/former
board member if you need assistance with the nomination process. Our goal is to make sure the
appropriate people are selected into the Hall of Honor — we can’t do that without your
nominations. The time to start accumulating information and writing is NOW!

See resumes on the following pages.
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FREEDOM THROUGH VIGILANCE
ASSOCIATION

P.O. BOX 691616

SAN ANTONIO, TX 78269-1616

August 9, 2023
Lieutenant General Kevin B. Kennedy,
Commander 16™ Air Force
2 Hall Boulevard, Suite 201A
San Antonio, TX 78243-7009

Dear General Kennedy:

The Freedom Through Vigilance Association (FTVA) Hall of Honor Selection Committee
has selected six candidates to be inducted into the Hall of Honor for 2023. The Hall of Honor
Program chairman is SMSgt (Ret) Lee Anthony, and the Hall of Honor members participating on
this year’s selection committee were Lt Col/DISL (Ret) Kenneth Williams; Lt Col/DISL (Ret)
Gregory Radabaugh; CMSgt (Ret) Marco Aldaz; CMSgt (Ret) Susan Douglas; CMSgt (Ret)
Kenneth Maynard; and CMSgt (Ret) A.J. Harrison.

Each year prior to public release the names of the inductees are forwarded to the 16" Air
Force Commander as a courtesy for your review prior to the inductees' notification. This opens
lines of communication between you, your staff, and the FTVA Selection Committee and
ensures you have an opportunity to provide feedback. | request that you or your staff please
notify me that you have received this notification by telephone (210-315-0868) or email
(leeanthony@satx.rr.com) so that we may start the formal notification process. Your comments
regarding the candidates are always welcome. | hope to send notification letters to the inductees
on August 15, 2023.

On behalf of the Freedom Through Vigilance Association, | am pleased to announce that
the below- listed candidates were selected for induction into the Hall of Honor for 2023. A
résumé of each candidate is attached.

Shwedo, Bradford J. (BJ), Lt Gen, USAF (Ret)
Studavent, Delores (Dee), GS-13, USAF (Ret)
Colquhoun, Edward W. Jr., (Ted), CMSgt, USAF (Ret)
**Farrell, Raymond T. (Ray), CMSgt, USAF (Ret) (Deceased)
Frizzell, Sharon G., SMSgt, USAF (Ret)

Yandow, Beth, MSgt, USAF (Ret)

Additionally, one 2022 Hall of Honor inductee, Colonel Phillip E. Thompson, USAF
9




Remain In Touch September 2023

(Ret) was unable to attend last year’s ceremonies due to illness. We are hopeful that Col (Ret)
Thompson will be able to participate in this year’s activities and receive his overdue formal Hall
of Honor induction. | have also attached his resume and will keep your staff informed regarding
his attendance.

The Freedom Through Vigilance Association sincerely appreciates the truly outstanding
support the 16 AF and its predecessor organizations have historically provided during the annual
reunion and attendant activities.

Very respectfully,
//signed//

Lee Anthony
Chairman, Hall of Honor Program

7 Attached Resumes

Thompson, Phillip E., Col, USAF (Ret) — Hall of Honor 2022
Shwedo, Bradford J. (BJ), Lt Gen, USAF (Ret)

Studavent, Delores (Dee), GS-13, USAF (Ret)

Colquhoun, Edward W. Jr., (Ted), CMSgt, USAF (Ret)

**Farrell, Raymond T. (Ray), CMSgt, USAF (Ret)
Frizzell, Sharon G., SMSgt, USAF (Ret)

Yandow, Beth, MSgt, USAF (Ret)
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COLONEL PHILLIP E. THOMPSON, USAF (RET)

Distinguished record of superior service at USAFSS collection and staff activities, National
Security Agency, Air Staff, air attaché, and military academic institutions. In each assignment,
he defined impactful solutions to intelligence challenges, advocated and defended resources
critical to develop and sustain critical Air Force ISR programs, and developed the next generation
of Air Force intelligence professionals. During the Vietnam War, he provided direct service
support to US air combat operations. He proposed ways to improve 7th AF warfighter support
that enhanced success and saved lives. After one operation, he was recognized for his “foresight.
. .quick response. . .(that) far excels normal performance of duty.” Following assignment to
Danang AB, he returned to the US to provide unique special intelligence analysis and reporting
on North Vietnamese threats and operations. His insights were a force multiplier and saved US
lives.

He was a recognized authority for his reporting on Middle East activities. He was selected to
serve on a DIA Middle East Task Force convened to address a White House problem. Then
Colonel Eugene Tighe stated, “His briefing paper on SIGINT activities. . .to the CSAF was one
of the best. . .in ACS/I during the year.” His recommendations to change Middle East intelligence
collection and reporting priorities were indorsed by national-level organizations. He was the
architect for developing an innovative collection and evaluation management system called
Collection Objectives Priorities and Evaluation System (COPES) that NSA/CSS implemented
across the cryptologic community saving $10 million in 1975.

As Commander, 6931st ESS, he strengthened SIGINT analysis and reporting on Egyptian and
Libyan activities and improved tactical SIGINT support to USAFE and the 6th Fleet, while
improving quality of life for unit personnel. During a sensitive time in host nation relations, he
supported the Greek Defense Cooperation Agreement Negotiating Team, assuring the National
Cryptologic community could continue operations in Greece. During his first of two Air Staff
assignments, he served as program element monitor (PEM) for the Consolidated Cryptologic
Program (CCP), defending 14,500 people, $328 million (M) in O&M funds, $126M in
procurement and $37M in Research & Development (R&D) funds (in FY82 dollars). While CCP
PEM, he also had the distinction of developing the first Air Force Tactical Cryptologic Program
(TCP), successfully advocating, and fighting for an additional 5,000 people, $440M in
procurement and Operations and Maintenance (O&M), and $45M in R&D before Air Staff and
NSA resource boards.

His inexhaustible energy successfully reversed a $37 million House Intelligence Committee cut
to the Tactical Ground Intercept Facility critical for future support to US combat commands in
Europe and Korea. He successfully defended the Remote Tactical Airborne SIGINT System for
the U-2 / TR-1 and 380+ intelligence billets for the European theater. While managing RC-135
cost overruns, he championed RIVET JOINT modernization initiatives in the early 1980s that
ensured the RC-135 was ready to support combat operations through the end of the 20" century
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and well into the 21% century. He distinguished himself as Air Attaché in Warsaw, Poland, when
the country was a pivotal member of the Warsaw Pact. The Director, DIA described his
performance as “the quintessence of what an attaché must be” for his innovative collection of
Soviet and Warsaw Pact air operations and C3. He was successful, even when he faced risks to
life and safety in the dangerous East Europe collection environment. His energetic and
imaginative collection included penetrating Polish base security to gain unique “up close”
intelligence, which included an encounter with Soviet Marshall’s Ogarkov and Kulikov when
they were visiting the HQ of Northern Group Forces. No exaggeration: his collection was critical
to EUCOM and USAFE planning and targeting of Warsaw Pact activities and aided significantly
in formulating U.S. foreign policy during the Cold War. As HQ USAF Director, Intelligence
Plans and Programs, he directed planning and funding for all Air Force Intelligence systems in
the late 1980s that continue to impact today. He continued efforts from his previous Air Staff
assignment to optimize both National and tactical intelligence programs. He revitalized the Air
Force’s Foreign Materiel Program, leading to the acquisition of several unique foreign threat
systems and successfully promoted initiatives to bring national systems imagery to the Strategic
Air Command and USAFE warfighters.

He completed his distinguished career as the Director, National Security Programs at the Army
War College, where he guided and mentored senior joint officers. As a scholar and teacher, he
promoted air power, intelligence, and national security in the development of the military’s next
generation of leaders. Impactfully, he shaped the current generation of senior leaders. Few
intelligence officers have served in a gamut of impactful jobs that ensured the success and
dominance of the United States in the Department of Defense, State Department, and national
intelligence organizations.

Units of Assignment
65 — 66 - 6937th Communications Group, Peshawar Air Station, Pakistan

66 — 68 - 6924th Security Squadron, Danang AB, Vietnam

67 — 71 - 1127th USAF Field Activity Group, Ft. Belvoir, VA (duty at Ft. Meade, MD)

71— 72 - HQ European Security Region, Frankfurt, Germany

72 - 73 - OL FA, 6970th Air Base Group, Frankfurt, Germany

73 - 75 - 6970th Air Base Group, Ft. George G. Meade, MD

75 — 76 - Air Command and Staff College, Maxwell AFB, AL

76 — 78 - 6931st Security Squadron, Iraklion AS, Crete, Greece

78 — 82 - Assistant Chief of Staff, Intelligence (ACS/I), HQ USAF, Pentagon, Washington DC
82 — 83 - AF Element (DIA Attaché Training), Defense Intelligence College, Washington DC
83 — 86 - AF Element (DIA), Air Attaché, Warsaw, Poland
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86 — 88 - HQ USAF/Intelligence, Pentagon, Washington, DC
88 — 92 - Air War College OL (Army War College), Carlisle Barracks, PA 92 Retired — 1992

Awards and Recognition
Defense Superior Service Medal Legion of Merit w/2 OLCs

Meritorious Service Medal w/4 OLCs
Air Force Commendation Medal w/1 OLC
Air Force Outstanding Unit Award w/ VValor Device and 4 OLCs
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LT GEN BRADFORD J. SHWEDO

An amazing officer and strategic visionary, General Shwedo combined ISR, information warfare,
and cyber into a force multiplier within the Department of Defense and postured the Air Force
Intelligence Community as the driver for cyber warfare and cybersecurity. He personally worked
the integration of all cyber and ISR forces with the merger of 24AF and 25AF into the 16AF, and
ultimately became the first intelligence senior officer to oversee the strategic change of Joint All
Domain Command and Control efforts, sustaining our national cyber competitive advantage. As
his final award from the Secretary of Defense states: “General Shwedo directly contributed to
national procedures to reduce foreign interference and preserve the sanctity of our elections.” He
was an exceptional forward thinker who realized the multiplying effects of ISR and cyber for
combat ops, ultimately resulting in the integration of collection systems across the services with
interoperable communication elements. He fought for and garnered funding for the modernization
and interoperability of the RC-135/RIVET JOINT, U-2, and other ISR platforms and worked
hand-in-hand with national organizations to develop Quick Reaction Capabilities (QRCs) that
kept the RJ and U-2 integrated with sixth gen fighters such as the F-22 and F-35.

General Shwedo stood up the initial Information Warfare elements in support of Desert
Shield/Desert Storm and further refined these capabilities during the Global War on Terror. His
incredible foresight resulted in our current cyber warfare offensive and defensive capabilities. He
was an unabashed Unmanned Aerial VVehicle (UAV) advocate and allocated for overwatch UAVs
supporting Operation Enduring Freedom, recognizing them not only for signals and imagery
collection, but understanding the lethality capabilities of the platform.

General Shwedo integrated cutting-edge ISR capabilities across the service spectrum with
updated Command & Control communications and established the initial Tactics, Techniques,
and Procedures (TTPs) for the employment of ISR and cyber by integrating current and future
communication systems. His efforts with airborne, ground, sea and space intelligence systems
resulted in significant joint operational improvements. A prolific writer and thinker about
strategic changes needed to fly, fight, and win against 21% Century foes, he served as the catalyst
to transition the DoD to Joint All Domain Command and Control efforts, providing the
governance, procedures, and analytical framework to ensure interoperability among allies in
cybersecurity. General Shwedo directed cybersecurity activities and implemented directives that
reduced foreign influence in national elections.

During the establishment of US Space Command, he ensured all communications were protected
and that the triad of air, land, and seaborne nuclear forces can communicate in hostile ISR and
cyber environments across all domains. This involved maintaining oversight of over $17 billion
in DoD communications and advising the SECDEF and Chairman of the Joint Chiefs of Staff on
all aspects of command, control communications, computers, and cyber matters. Further, he
advocated for and implemented safeguards to U.S. and allied Supervisory Control and Data
Acquisition control systems that control critical infrastructure such as electricity, water, pipelines,
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and air traffic control. General BJ Shwedo was the epitome of a global ISR leader! Virtually no
other intelligence officer possessed his pedigree of responsibilities at key intelligence nodes —
truly one of a kind and was a key leader who truly made a difference in keeping and improving
USAF ISR and Cyber capabilities relevant and ready for any challenge or crisis!

Units of Assignment
1987 - Graduated USAF Academy, Colorado Springs, CO
1987 - Assistant Football Coach, USAF Academy, Colorado Springs, CO
1988 - 89 - Student, Undergraduate Pilot Training, 82 FTW, Williams AFB, AZ
1989 - Student, Intelligence Training, 3486™ Student Squadron, Goodfellow AFB, TX

1989 - 92 - OIC, Intel, 53" Fighter Squadron, Bitburg AB, GE w/deployed duties in Al Kharg
AB, Saudi Arabia

1992 - 93 - Student, Defense Intelligence College, Bolling AFB, Washington, D.C. 1993 - 95 -
Threat Support Manager, 497" Intelligence Group, Falls Church, VA

1995 - 97 - Chief, Offensive Information Warfare, USAF/XOI, Special Programs Division,
Pentagon 1997 - 98 - Commander. Detachment 2. 18" Intelligence Squadron, Osan AB, Republic
of Korea

1998 - Chief, Intelligence Systems, CADRE, Air University, Maxwell AFB, AL
1998 - 99 - Student, Air Command and Staff College, Maxwell AFB, AL

2002 - 03 - Commander, 566" Information Operations Squadron, Buckley AFB, CO
2003 - 04 - Student, U.S. Naval War College, Newport, RI

2004 - 05 - Executive Assistant, Associate Director of Central Intelligence, HQs CIA, Langley,
VA

2005 - 06 - Executive Assistant, Deputy Director, CIC, HQs CIA, Langley, VA
2006 - 08 - Commander, 67" Network Warfare Group, Lackland AFB, TX
2008 - 10 - Commander, 67" Network Warfare Wing, Lackland AFB, TX

2010 - 11 - Director, Cyber Planning and Operations, Office of the Secretary of Defense, Policy,
Pentagon

2011 - 13 - Director of Intelligence, HQs Air Combat Command, Langley AFB, VA
2013 - 15 - Director, Capability and Resource Integration (J8), Joint Base Langley, Ft. Eustis, VA
2015 - 17 - Commander, 25" Air Force, Lackland AFB, TX

2017 - 18 - Chief of Information Dominance/Chief Information Officer, Secretary of the Air
Force, Pentagon
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2018 - 21 - Director for Command, Control Communications, and Computers/Cyber, Joint Staff
(J6), Pentagon

Feb 1, 2001 - Retired from Active Duty

2021 - Present - Director of the Institute for Future Conflict, USAF Academy, Colorado Springs,
CO

Awards and Recognition
Defense Distinguished Service Medal
Air Force Distinguished Service Medal
Defense Superior Service Medal w/3 OLC
Legion of Merit w/2 OLC
Defense Meritorious Service Medal
Meritorious Service Medal with 3 OLC
Air Force Commendation Medal
Air Force Achievement Medal
Air Force Outstanding Unit Award
Air Force Organizational Excellence Award National Defense Service Medal
Southwest Asia Service Medal
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MS DELORES “DEE” STUDAVENT

For over 30 years, Delores “Miss Dee” Studavent established and maintained the protocol “gold
standard”! Mistake-free with a discerning eye for detail, she ensured the best foot forward to
visitors, senior officers, Congressmen, and Senators. Her Command, Agency, and NAF Protocol
office was emulated throughout the DoD as a model for hosting visitors and planning key events,
retirements, promotions, and changes of command. As the Protocol Officer, she served under
seventeen commanders from Maj Gen Doyle Larson to Maj Gen Jack Shanahan, many of whom
stated that Ms. Studavent’s protocol efforts often garnered more advocacy than the organization’s
mission successes. She began her illustrious career as a GS-4 secretary/stenographer in the
6960SG CBPO within the USAF Security Service steadily climbed the ranks within the
secretarial career field. In these roles she encountered and fostered monumental changes within
Air Force intelligence working in the various offices of security, plans, operations, and finance at
the forefront of change. Impressed with her drive, intelligence, enthusiasm, and grace under
pressure, Maj Gen Paul Martin elevated her from secretary to the then O-5 Chief of Protocol to
run the entire office of protocol in 1985. As the highest-ranking African American female in the
HQs, Dee served as a pioneer and role model for other women within the DoD. Poised and always
professional, she received accolades from General Colin Powell, TX Senators John Cornyn and
Ted Cruz, four San Antonio mayors, and 7 separate members of the House of Representatives.

Ms. Studavent personally escorted General Michael V. Hayden when he was Director of NSA
and later Director of the CIA. She was requested by name to personally escort Dr. R.V. Jones,
Winston Churchill’s WWII Scientific Advisor, as he received intelligence briefings and
inaugurated the new Joint Electronic Warfare Center. Three separate Air Force Chiefs of Staff
personally noted her service and attention to detail. She established the standards for ceremonies
marking key events such as the COMFY OLYMPICS (now the General Doyle E. Larson Air
Force Award) by making the ceremony like an Olympics awards event, with podiums and medals
for gold, silver, and bronze winners. Dee created the environment for using the courtyard for key
ceremonies and worked tirelessly to place state and territorial flags around the courtyard in
addition to the ten reconnaissance aircraft models that highlight those that serve within the
intelligence community. She was the mastermind for Command Outreach to help select, finance,
outfit, and standardize the events for the JBSA Military Ambassadors and worked with the
Freedom Thru Vigilance Association (FTVA) to establish a Command Pride Store of challenge
coins, coffee cups, water glasses, shirts w/emblems & security lanyards, fostering workforce
esprit de corps. Among many key events, she proctored the renaming of Building 2001 to Larson
Hall; identified funding for families’ attendance of a remembrance ceremony for those AF intel
operators killed in action in Afghanistan, Iraq, Djibouti, and Bosnia; conducted the rededication
of the Security Hill RF-4 for the deceased family of a two-star Air Force general, the senior Air
Force officer killed in the Vietham War; and personally designed the layout for Change of
Command ceremonies with the JBSA Lackland Gateway Club. Those that know Dee Studavent
would argue that she was often the standard bearer for this Command’s professionalism and
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reputation for excellence. She was truly a pioneer as the first female and first African American
protocol officer in the Air Force! Dee simply never made excuses and made positive things
happen, teaching others to overcome obstacles with arduous work and excellence She served on
Security Hill for 39 years and regardless of the command structure she established standards that
are still in effect today. Dee Studavent remains a shining example of the best the Air Force has to
offer, and a natural leader emulated by all those she encountered!

Units of Assignment

1975 - 78 - 6960 Security Group Consolidated Base Personnel Office (CBPO), Kelly AFB, TX
1978 - 82 - HQ USAFSS: SP, XP, DO, FM offices
1982 - 84 - HQ ESC, Secretary to Chief of Protocol,
1984 - 2014 - HQ ESC and subsequent organizations, Chief of Protocol
2014 - Retired as GS-13

Awards and Recognition
2014 - Outstanding Civilian Career Service Award
1990 - 2011 - USAF Performance Award, 21 Times!
2005 - Top Ladies of Distinction Award, San Antonio Chamber of Commerce
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CMSGT EDWARD W. “TED” COLQUHOUN JR.

CMSgt Ted Colquhoun is rightly called the “Airman’s Chief” with a career of putting enlisted
warriors first! From day one of basic training to his tenure as the AF ISR Agency’s Command
Chief, he led from the front as both an operator and key enlisted trailblazer. As a Senior Airman,
he was noted for “calmly handling 5 volatile incidents” and his quick actions during a critical
international event resulted in direct reports of significant intelligence to the NSA Director. Chief
Colquhoun subsequently excelled as 6912 ESG trainer/evaluator and personally trained/certified
200+ Airmen in reporting & analysis. He was handpicked as part of the initial cadre to stand up
the Special Tactics Analysis Program (TARP) which continues to play a critical role today. Ted’s
unigue communications skills made him an obvious choice for the COMFY STAR General
Officer program. In this capacity he personally briefed 15 General officers from multiple
MAJCOMs. Armed with this background and expertise, he directed the Persian Gulf Air Defense
analysis effort for DESERT SHIELD/STORM) and followed up by the formation of the European
Balkan Analysis Cell for UN/NATO ops. He was a key coalition leader, and provided critical
joint operability for Operations DENY FLIGHT/PROVIDE PROMISE, with his analysis
receiving praise from the US State Dept, NSA and CJCS! During this period Chief Colquhoun
also oversaw the move of the Europe Analysis/Reporting Center from RAF Chicksands to the
Medina Regional SIGINT Operations Center, including mission personnel and all associated
equipment. He was chosen to lead the standup of a 77-person NSA/AIA Multi-force Assessment
Division and deployed to the Vincenza CAOC which directed intel support for Op DELIBERATE
FORCE - the Bosnian Serb airstrikes. He was a lynchpin for CAOC msn success and increased
Battle Damage Assessment to targeteers by 50%.

He followed these activities and voluntarily deployed to JTF-SWA - Op SOUTHERN WATCH,
serving as the Operations Superintendent for 4 RC-135 and E-3 crews, including associated
ground personnel. Ted guided the move from no-fly to combat ops (DESERT FOX) and instituted
a 24/7 scheduling process, negating the need for incessant flight waivers. Transitioning into a
true enlisted leadership role, he oversaw the CMSAF’s visit to MRSOC, highlighting issues with
enlisted BAH rates, resolving Stop-Loss and Professional Military Education issues. As the 67
IOW Command Chief, he fixed a key Foreign Language Proficiency Pay issue, overhauled Wing
fitness program, making it the benchmark for AF Medical Services. Chief Colquhoun’s tenure as
the AFISRA Command Chief was an incredible model of mission and personnel
conscientiousness and in this capacity he led the integration of Air Intelligence Agency/JBSA-
Lackland Professional Development Center; fixed Korea Incentive Program disparities; led
AIlA’s Hurricane Katrina/Rita support resulting in 4000+ volunteer humanitarian hours for
victims; and served on the AF Cryptologic Transformation Team which highlighted shortfalls
and shaped the future of AF intel organizations and enlisted personnel. Chief Colquhoun closed
his career by volunteering to serve as the Chief Enlisted Leader at the 732" Expeditionary
Squadron, Balad AB, Irag. In his typical fashion, he provided leadership by traveling over 5,000
to combat zones in support of Army/Marine Special Operations and Coalition units, galvanizing

19




Remain In Touch September 2023

a partnership with over 20 Direct Support and Special Ops organizations. This resulted in the
capture of over 40 High Value Targets despite over 200 attacks at Balad forward ops locations.
Chief Colquhoun was a true enlisted champion who tackled the toughest missions. Never shy to
engage CMSAF, HAF or USAF senior leaders, he tirelessly fought for enlisted intel operators,
ground analysts, and aviators for pay, promotion and service issues — successfully winning
changes that still stand today. Lieutenant Gen Koziol personally called him “my most trusted
advisor”.

He epitomized the model of what we want in every Chief & CCM - a leader who shows up each
and every day to take care of people and execute the mission.

Units of Assignment

1979 - 1980 - BMTS/Defense Language Institute/Tech School, Lackland AFB & Goodfellow
AFB, TX

1980 - 1986 - 6912 ESG, Tempelhof, Berlin, Germany
1986 - 1987 - HQ ESC, S&W Center, Kelly AFB, TX
1987 - 1988 - HQ ESC, Command Center, Kelly AFB, TX
1988 - 1989 - HQ ESC, Current Intl Ctr, Kelly AFB, TX
1989 - 1991 - HQ ESC, Intel Directorate, Kelly AFB, TX
1991 - 1991 - AF Intelligence Command, DCS/Ops, Kelly AFB TX
1991 - 1993 - 6950 ESG, RAF Chicksands, UK
1993 - 1994 - 450" Intel Sqdn, RAF Chicksands, UK
1994 - 1999 - 93" Intelligence Sqdn, Kelly AFB, TX
1999 - 2001 - 543 Intel Sqdn, Kelly AFB, TX
2001 - 2002 - 451% Info Ops Sqdn, Menwith Hill, UK
2002 - 2004 - 67" Information Ops Wing, Lackland AFB, TX
2004 - 2007- HQ Air Intelligence Agency/AF ISR Agency, JBSA-Lackland, TX
2007 - 2009 - 18" Intelligence Sqdn, Vandeburg AFB, CA
2008 - Operation IRAQI FREEDOM, Balad AB, Iraq
Awards and Recognition
1980 - Honor Graduate, Technical Training School, Goodfellow AFB, TX
1980 - Below-the-Zone promotion to Senior Airman, 6912th Electronic Security Group
1981 & 1982 - Coach of the Year, European Forces Swim League
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1983 & 1985 - Professional Performer, Inspector General Team, Electronic Security Command
1990 - USAF STEP (Stripes for Exceptional Performers) promotion to MSgt (E-7)

1991 - Distinguished Graduate, NCO Academy, Electronic Security Command

1991 - Letter of Appreciation, Lt Gen Clifford Reese, Vice Commander, US Air Forces Europe

1991 - Letter of Appreciation, Maj Gen O’Shaughnessy, Commander, Electronic Security
Command, San Antonio, TX

1991 - Senior NCO of the Quarter, 6950th Electronic Security Group, RAF Chicksands, UK

1992 - USAF Achievement Medal (saved life of mother/child), 450th Intel Squadron, RAF
Chicksands, UK

1993 - Senior NCO of the Quarter, European Air Center, Ramstein AB, Germany
1994 - Senior NCO of the Quarter, 93rd Intelligence Squadron, Kelly AFB, TX

1997 - Distinguished Graduate (#2 in Class), US Navy Senior Enlisted Academy, Newport, Rhode
Island

1997 - Honorary US Navy Senior Chief Petty Officer (frocked)

2008 - Bronze Star Medal, Operation IRAQI FREEDOM, 732 Air Expeditionary Group, Balad
AB, Iraq
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CMSGT RAYMOND T. FARRELL (Deceased)

Chief Ray Farrell’s 30-year career epitomized 16" AF’s ability to provide support to ISR
missions, HUMINT, and Direct Support Operations. He was the premier USAF Tagalog linguist,
speaking over 20 distinct dialects. Ray was handpicked in December 1989 as the sole USAF
crewmember on US Navy EP- 3 direct support missions to provide critical support to the US and
partner nation forces during the coup attempt against Philippine President Corazon Aquino. Rebel
factions deployed aircraft to bombard and strafe the Presidential Palace, resulting in President
Aquino’s request for US assistance. From the EP-3 Ray’s linguistic prowess and analysis
thwarted threats to the US Embassy and in-country military forces, making Operation CLASSIC
RESOLVE a resounding success in repelling rebel forces. His skills revolutionized Electronic
Security Command’s direct support by providing unprecedented situational awareness to US and
Philippine assets, resulting in a defeated coup attempt. In 1990, Ray again provided direct support
as the first linguist onboard an AFSOC MC-130 COMBAT TALON I out of Clark AB employing
the COMFY ZINGER communications suite during a nationally directed hearability study aimed
at Filipino guerrilla threats to US assets. His performance was recognized by NSA and SOCOM,
resulting in dedicated linguist support onboard Special Operations aircraft. When the SENIOR
SCOUT platform transitioned from the 6994™" Intelligence Squadron to the Utah Air National
Guard (UTANG), Chief Farrell was permanently assigned as the senior Air Intelligence Agency
liaison. He meticulously selected a permanent party active-duty team that trained Guardsmen and
enabled continued reconnaissance support to USSOUTHCOM following this transition. Ray was
cited by both AIA and the NGB for his coordination and direction of these critical deployments,
which fulfilled USSOUTHCOM’s intelligence requirements using a patchwork of 169" IS
(UTANG) and active-duty operators.

His efforts resulted in a true Total Force success story! On April 1, 2001, a US Navy EP-3 SIGINT
aircraft augmented by a 390" IS Chinese linguist was intercepted by Chinese Navy J-8 fighters,
one of which collided with the EP-3 during a series of aggressive maneuvers. The Aircraft
Commander opted for an emergency landing on the Chinese island of Hainan, and the crew was
detained by the Chinese government. The US formed a 14-member Repatriation Team to execute
Operation VALIANT RETURN, and handpicked then-SMSgt Farrell due to his Chinese
linguistic skills and understanding of Chinese culture, military techniques, and political tactics.
Following 12 days of intense US/China negotiations, the team escorted the entire crew safely to
a repatriation aircraft and assured the return of the EP-3 to the US. He performed highly difficult
interpreter duties, provided astute analysis, and was awarded the Navy and Marine
Commendation Medal. CMSgt Farrell took assignments often avoided by others. To meet the
intelligence needs of the USAF, he voluntarily transitioned to the HUMINT community as Career
Field Functional Manager, conceiving, overseeing, and managing the first-ever enlisted AF
instructors at the extremely sensitive training location known as “The Farm.” Ray Farrell served
a multi-faceted 30-year career, excelling as a Chinese and Tagalog linguist, Direct Support
Operator, HUMINT Interrogator/Debriefer, and Boom Operator. Though well-known for
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operational accomplishments, he is equally famous for his commitment to Airmen and their well-
being. He fiercely advocated the enlisted force, often with no regard to personal career
consequences. His acts of service, hospitality, and unselfishness are legendary, particularly
following the Mount Pinatubo eruption which left numerous US military families homeless with
no immediate resources. Throughout his life and following his death, hundreds of personal stories
surfaced regarding how he provided transportation, hosted stranded Airmen, and voluntarily
“sponsored” young families throughout his assignments. He and his wife Grace made time for
everyone regardless of rank and constituted true “Key Spouse” support years before the term was
formalized. CMSgt Ray Farrell’s service was aptly summarized by 55" Wing Commander
Brigadier General James Jones who asserted that he “absolutely models a superior enlisted
career.”

Units of Assignment

1979 - BMTS, Lackland AFB, TX

1979 — Defense Language Institute (DLI), Presidio of Monterey, CA

1980 — 315" Tng Sq, Goodfellow AFB, TX

1980 — 1985 - 6990™" ESG, Kadena AB, Japan

1985 — 6994 ESS, Ft Meade, MD

1986 - DLI, Presidio of Monterey, CA

1987 — 1988 — 6994'" ESS, Ft Meade, MD

1988 — 1991 — 6922 ESS, Clark AB, Philippines

1991 — 1995 — 169" IS, Salt Lake City, UT

1995 — 1998 - Human Resources Intelligence Support Element, Howard AFB, Panama
1998 — 2000 - AF Element-DIA, Hanover, MD

2000 — 2003 — 390" IS, Kadena AB, Japan

2003 — 2004 - Det 3, 25" Information Operations Squadron, Kadena AB, Japan
2004 — 2006 — 909" Air Refueling Sq, Kadena AB, Japan

2006 — 2009 — 25" IS, Hurlburt Field, FL
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Awards and Recognition
National Defense Svc Medal w/1 service star
Meritorious Svc Medal w/5 OLC
Air Medal w/10 OLC
Aerial Achievement Medal
Navy and Marine Corps Commendation Medal
Humanitarian Service Medal
1982 Honor Graduate, USAF Supervisors’ Course
1983 Commandant’s Award, PACAF NCO Leadership School
2001 390™ IS Senior NCO of the Year
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SMSGT SHARON G. FRIZZELL

From the beginning of her career SMSgt Frizzell’s work ethic and encyclopedic grasp of
information made her a standout. She worked the most critical and highly time sensitive targets
supporting theater commanders during the Vietnam War and her exceptional reporting during the
Mayaguez incident provided critical information about the captive crew and were key in the
6928th’s Ardisana Award. In a complex mission management role, she developed policies,
procedures, quality control, mission feedback and evaluation tools for the collection objectives
program that achieved results previously thought impossible. Her COMSEC work was the
regional best, driving a request for her to brief over 4000 personnel at Clark AB, ROP. At
Homestead she qualified in the three most difficult Analysis & Reporting certifications in the first
two weeks of her tour, alleviating a serious manpower shortage. Her leadership ensured four flight
analysts and 20 operators in six collection positions improved their performance in meeting
collection tasks. At Osan, she earned a reputation as the best Surveillance & Warning Supervisor,
particularly in critical events such as the first Soviet TU-95 overflight of the Korean peninsula.
SMSgt Frizzell was selected to instruct the Signals Intelligence Officer course, where she trained
over 100 officers. Her standards were praised by Air Staff and incorporated into Specialty
Training Standards & Job Qualification Standards, then the backbone of Air Force training
programs.

Noting that SMSgt Frizzell was in a class by herself, she was handpicked to be the NCOIC,
Analysis & Reporting Plans, responsible for training 1500 analysts a year. She quickly fixed
major deficiencies in 7 courses, rewriting, and implementing them with no lost training hours. A
peerless NCO role model, SMSgt Frizzell was tapped for special duty as a PME instructor
impacting hundreds of supervisors and those they led. She managed three PME programs which
were rated the “best seen”. To a person, students rated her as the most impactful instructor for
“having turned them on to the Air Force”, and as director and creator of the first NCO preparatory
course, commanders credited her with positive improvements in their Airmen’s skills and
attitudes. As Chief, Enlisted Cryptologic Intelligence and Functional Manager, SMSgt Frizzell
oversaw 65 cryptologic courses graduating over 4000 joint service personnel a year.

She determined USAF intelligence training program requirements for over 15,000 personnel and
was the functional manager for 8000 Air Force cryptologic intelligence professionals in 12
specialties, directly affecting expenditures of one third of a billion dollars. A tough negotiator,
she successfully promoted Air Force interests at 2 NSA-chaired, DOD wide Signals Training
Advisory Committees convened after the collapse of the Soviet Union to chart a new course for
the Electronic Intelligence, Morse, and Special Signals career fields, resulting in a
groundbreaking merger of the Morse/Special Signals operator specialties. This improved mission
readiness, force utilization, and reduced costs while providing better career options for Airmen.
She took a firm stance on sensitive interservice issues such as the preservation of Morse training
and the consolidation of Cryptologic Analysis & Reporting training to improve joint programs
and addressed Air Force concerns that each service share evaluation feedback on joint training
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programs.

Sharon developed a formal response for the Assistant Chief of Staff, Intelligence to his
counterpart in the Republic of Korea’s Air Force, providing the Koreans with guidance to meet
future training needs.

Always prepared for a crisis, within 36 hours she located and deployed uniquely qualified
imagery analysts from SAC, ATC, and TAC to train over 100 DoD analysts in support of
DESERT SHIELD/DESERT STORM. SMSqt Frizzell has no equals in her broad impact on the
mission readiness of the Airmen or her impact on joint service intelligence training. A trailblazer,
she built things from the ground up and then left a path for others to follow. SMSgt Sharon G.
Frizzell’s vision and persistence in modernizing the US Air Force intelligence career fields
ensured that with each national challenge, our military intelligence professionals were mission
ready.

Units of Assignment

1973 - 1976 - 6928 SCTY'S, Kadena AB, Okinawa
1976 — 1980 - 6947 SCTYS, Homestead AFB, FL
1980 — 1983 - Det 1, 6960 ESW, Goodfellow AFB, TX
1983 — 1984 - 3480 ABG, Goodfellow AFB, TX
1984 — 1985 - 6903 ESG, Osan AB, Korea
1985 — 1989 - 3480 TTW/TTG, Goodfellow AFB, TX
1989 — 1990 - AFIA, Pentagon, Washington, DC 1990 — 1991 - HQ USAF/INRF, Pentagon
1991 — 1992 - AFISA, Pentagon
1992 — 1993 - HQ USAF/INRF, Pentagon

Awards and Recognition
Meritorious Service Medal w/2 OLC
Air Force Commendation Medal w/3 OLC
Honor Graduate, 31 TFW NCO Leadership School John L. Levitow Honor Graduate
ESC NCO Academy Post Graduate Intelligence Program graduate
Goodfellow AFB Technical Training Center Senior NCO of the Year, 1988
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MSGT BETH YANDOW

MSgt Beth Yandow is considered to be the premier “glass breaker” in the airborne ISR world!
As one of the first female aviators to fly in a combat capacity she embraced positions of
knowledge and responsibility to become one of the true legends within the joint community.
Excelling as a linguist, she subsequently certified as an Airborne Data Link Operator/Instructor,
an Airborne Analyst/Instructor, and ultimately certified as the first female Airborne Mission
Supervisor as a Staff Sergeant, the most responsible and demanding enlisted position on the RC-
135 platform. Through her numerous Southwest Asia, Balkan, and Southern Command
deployments she garnered admiration and respect from literally hundreds of aircrew personnel.
Beth simultaneously served as her unit’s Weapons and Tactics NCO, and her expertise resulted
in being deployed with the RAF Squadron 51 (Nimrod) to Aviano AB, Italy to provide theater
and data link training to Nimrod crews in support of Operations PROVIDE PROMISE/DENY
FLIGHT. She benchmarked training and evaluation programs for both RAF Squadron 51 and her
home unit, improving both programs. Unsatisfied, she further improved theater interoperability
and data link operations through extensive work on an operator exchange program with the E-
3/AWACS community. As a staff NCO, MSgt Yandow had no peers — as the 67" Intelligence
Wing NCOIC of Airborne Operations she was responsible for the day-to-day operational
activities of over 600 personnel and coordinated worldwide contingency operations, including all
RC-135 operator support to Southwest Asia, and was hand-picked by the Wing Commander to
stand up the first 67 IW Interoperability Program. Beth single handedly streamlined and
consolidated all facets of datalink interoperability within the 67 IW and developed and
implemented the Joint Tactical Information Distribution System (JTIDS) training program to
ensure RC-135 operators were adequately trained for worldwide tasking. This was best
demonstrated by her orchestration of the first successful RC-135 Link-16 connectivity in
Operation SOUTHERN WATCH, which highlighted new interoperability between the RC-135
and multiple coalition aircraft and confirmed the value of concise, real-time intelligence flow
between battlefield and airborne components. She subsequently served as the 26" Information
Operations Group’s Chief of Airborne Operations, where her concepts on airborne collection
operations for the Global War On Terrorism (GWOT) earned accolades from SECDEF Rumsfeld.
MSgt Yandow particularly excelled in coordinating within USAFE and EUCOM, arranging
operator exchanges to ensure key ISR platforms such as the USN EP-3 and RC-135 were
appropriately manned. Her briefings to NATO ensured the proper use of RC-135-derived data
throughout the coalition community and she ultimately assisted an engineering team in
establishing Integrated Broadcast Service (IBS) sites by articulating the specific requirements.
Beth directly trained CAOC personnel in Vicenza, IT, ensuring the EW Coordination Cell used
IBS to its full extent and her efforts resulted in a permanent Air Intelligence Agency presence
within the CAOC for Operation PROVIDE PROMISE. She was selected for a special duty
assignment with the Joint Combat Identification and Evaluation Team (JCIET) and further
promulgated her interoperability knowledge in experimental events designed to reduce battlefield
fratricide throughout the joint forces.
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As a member of the JCIET staff, she again broke the “glass ceiling” by attaining one of the most
unique certifications at that time, certifying as one of only 60 worldwide Joint Interface Control
Officers (JICO) - the primary CAOC position orchestrating data link operations, and a duty
previously reserved for officers. MSgt Beth Yandow was an “operator’s operator”, a veteran of
numerous EUCOM and CENTCOM operations who understood, conceived, practiced, and taught
the benefits of an interoperable battlefield. She epitomizes a true pioneer who knocked down
walls and continually worked to make the ISR community more tactically and operationally
viable throughout her distinguished career!

Units of Assignment
1984 — Basic Training, Lackland AFB, TX
1984 — 1985 - Language Training, Monterey CA
1985 — 1988 - 6916 Electronic Security Squadron (ESS), Hellenikon AB, Greece
1988 — 1990 - Break in Service
1990 — 1991 - 6994 ESS, Ft Meade, MD
1991 — 1997 - 6988 ESS/488 Intelligence Squadron, RAF Mildenhall, UK
1997 — 2000 - 67 Operations Support Sq, Kelly AFB, TX
2000 — 2003 - 26th Information Operations Group, Ramstein AB, GE

2003 — 2005 - Joint Combat Identification Evaluation Team (JCIET), US Joint Forces Command,
Eglin AFB, FL

Awards and Recognition
Defense Meritorious Service Medal Meritorious Service Medal w/2 OLC
Air Medal w/2 OLC
Aerial Achievement Medal w/15 OLC
Armed Forces Expeditionary Medal
National Defense Service Meal W/Bronze Stars
Southwest Asia Service Medal w/2 Bronze Stars
Kuwait Liberation Medal
NATO Medal
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16™ Air Force News

Avrticles compiled and submitted by Ken Maynard
Associate Editor Extraordinaire

CONTINUING THE LEGACY

Adapted from an article by Matthew McGovern, 28 August 2023

JBSA-LACKLAND, Texas — One hour after graduating Air Force Basic Military Training, a

young Airman catches a glimpse of his freshly pressed blues reflecting off the glass of his father’s

memorial display case.
Inside 16th Air Force Headquarters,
Airman 1st Class Andrew “Andy”
Garshasb looked at his father’s flight
suit, remembering him wearing it for
breakfast, while sipping coffee at
daybreak, before lacing up his boots
and heading off for work.

Now, the flight suit adorns a
mannequin next to his flight helmet
with a description of his father’s
heroism.

Navid Garshasb then Tech. Sgt.
Navid Garshasb, an airborne
cryptologic language analyst from
the 25th Intelligence Squadron, was
aboard an MH-53 Pave Low

Airman 1st Class Andrew ""Andy" Garshasb looks at his father, Master Sgt. Navid helicopter that crashed after a radar

Garshasb’s flight suit in a memorial display case at 16th Air Force Headquarters, i i i

Joint Base San Antonio-Lackland, Texas, Aug. 3, 2023. One hour after graduating malfunc_tlon In the hl I IS Of
basic military training, Andrew Garshasb toured the 16th Air Force Headquarters Afghanlstan, Nov. 2, 2001.
heritage center, accompanied by family members, friends, and 16th Air Force

leadership. (U.S. Air Force photo illustration by Matthew McGovern) Navid Garshasb sustained a broken
spine, ribs, and a dislocated shoulder;
several other flight crew members suffered injuries as well. Nevertheless, despite his wounds, he
checked on each crew member and assessed their injuries.

Then, about 15 native—and potentially hostile—forces approached the crash site. At the same
time, U.S. fighter aircraft approached the scene, ready to engage. Navid dropped his weapon and
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used his skill as an airborne linguist to defuse the situation, preventing possible casualties on both
sides.

The helicopter aircrew left the crash site, and with help from another flight crew member, Navid
Garshasb staggered through snowy and rocky terrain and made it to the rescue aircraft location.

For his heroic efforts and quick action to neutralize the potential volatile situation, he received
the Bronze Star with Valor and the Air Force Sergeant's Association Pitsenbarger Award. He’s
the first non-rescue Airman to earn the Pitsenbarger Award.

Fast-forward to the present, after graduating basic military training, Andy Garshasb joined his
family members, friends, and 16th Air Force leadership as they toured the 16th Air Force heritage
center.

The heritage center houses a mannequin that now wears his father’s uniform.

“Seeing the memorial was a mixture of things... mainly, I’'m proud of his legacy and honored
that the Air Force arranged a display to showcase his heroics,” said Andy Garshasb, “...to be
there with family and [my grandmother] who was in tears; that really made me feel the gravity of
his actions.”

Brig. Gen. (Ret) Kevin B. Wooton, worked with his father Navid as a lieutenant colonel and
Director of Intelligence, Joint Special Operations Task Force-South, Kandahar, Afghanistan.

“Everybody in the squadron looked up to Navid; when we deployed to Afghanistan, he was one
of the team leads and was absolutely the right person,” said Wooton, during the tour. “When
you’re a commander, you have to trust people and sometimes it’s really, really easy. It was easy
with him.”

Wooten then turned to address Andy Garshasb directly, “I feel like, today, as you are standing
there, you look so much like him...go let the heritage and legacy continue.”

Navid Garshash eventually healed from his injuries after the crash and returned to flying status.
He was promoted to master sergeant and deployed in support of OPERATION IRAQI
FREEDOM in 2003. While deployed, doctors discovered he had developed a cancerous brain
tumor; subsequently he was taken to Walter Reed in Washington, D.C.

Surgeons removed the tumor, and after multiple rounds of chemotherapy treatment, he medically
retired with just under 20 years of service.

After surviving the cancer, he battled through two strokes and a blood disorder, until he passed
away in 2013.

“I’m just really happy | got to spend several years with him, and he didn’t pass away from the
crash,” said Andy Garshasb. “The time | spent with my father was mainly at his bed side. Before
his crash, he was very strict, but after, | noticed a different side to him. In the hospital | got to
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know him... he would joke around more often. He was very charismatic and humble, and I try to
embody that a little bit.”

Ten years after his father’s death, Andy Garshasb graduated Air Force basic military training with
distinction—honor graduate, a title reserved for the top 10 percent of the training flight.

“I think my father would be proud | made honor grad,” said Andy. “He set the bar and left it up
to me to pick it up, or not. He influenced me to join and never pushed me.”

If Navid was here today, “he would say ‘hooyah; I’'m proud of you Andy,’” said Joani Garshasb,
Andy Garshasb’s mother. “He would be very happy for him joining; he [Navid] was happy being
in the Air Force; he truly enjoyed it.”

His father’s love for the Air Force became a topic of many a bedside conversation between father
and son, prior to Navid Garshasb’s passing.

“... he [Navid] wished he could fly in a helicopter and operate as a ‘Dizzo’ [direct support
operator] one more time,” said Andy Garshasb. “He had a lot of emotion behind those words.”

Instead of flying in helicopters as an airborne linguist, Andy Garshasb chose to work on them.
The day after graduating from basic, he left for Sheppard Air Force Base, Texas, for aerospace
propulsion technical training school.

“l can carry on the fight differently by maintaining the aircraft that delivers our troops to the
fight,” he said. “So, it's a little different than what he was imagining, but equally as important.”

Chief Master Sgt. Robert L. Hopkins, 16th Air Force command chief, supports Andy Garshasb’s
career decision, and after accompanying the Garshasb family on their tour, he spoke to him
directly.

“Thank you for standing up and taking the oath and backfilling your dad,” said Hopkins. “That’s
a huge accomplishment. You have your own shoes; they are going to be big, and you are going
to walk your own path. Don’t feel like you must do everything he did. You have your own story.”

Col. Kayle M. Stevens, Joint Forces Headquarters-Cyber Air Force deputy commander, also
accompanied the family during their time at the headquarters. Stevens didn’t know Navid
Garshasb personally, but she spent most of her career in the Special Operations Forces
Intelligence, Surveillance, and Reconnaissance community as the 361st ISR Group commander,
Detachment 1, 25th Intelligence Squadron commander, and the Director Military Partnerships
Squadron commander.

“In these roles, and over the years, I got to know his wife Joani, and learn more about their family
and him,” she said.

“Master Sgt. Garshasb's life, his approach to skillset, and how he treated people are examples for
fellow Airmen and ISR professionals to follow,” Stevens added. “He is a true example of a ‘quiet
professional’ and the first Special Operations Forces truth that “‘Humans are more important than
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hardware.” More importantly, he is a reminder of the seriousness of our profession and how
training and preparation enable you to be ready to handle any situation.”

Andy Garshasb said the memory of his father is a constant companion as he progresses through
the Air Force. “I feel like I'm seeing things from his perspective. It helped me get through BMT
because | was imagining him going through it as well. Walking past trees, | kept wondering if he

walked these very same routes.”

Now, when he puts on his uniform at daybreak and laces up his boots, he reflects on the

Chief Master Sgt. Robert L. Hopkins (right), 16th Air Force command chief, gives
words of encouragement to Airman 1st Class Andrew "Andy" Garshasb, after
accompanying him and his family at 16th Air Force Headquarters, Joint Base San
Antonio-Lackland, Texas, Aug. 3, 2023. (U.S. Air Force photo by Matthew
McGovern)
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significance of joining the Air Force,
like his dad.

“When | first saw the Garshasb name
tag on my uniform, | just sat there
and stared at it, being proud of him
and thinking, the last time this was on
a uniform was when he wore it.”
Navid Garshasb’s uniform remains
on display at the 16th Air Force
heritage center, just as his son
remembered it.

“I’ll never fill his boots, but I might
fill his shadow,” he said.
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36TH IS NCO HELPS TRACK DOWN
LAST MISSING MEDAL OF HONOR

Adapted from an article by TSgt AJ Hyatt, 361SRW, 23 August 2023

JOINT BASE LANGLEY-EUSTIS, Virginia — On Feb. 20, 1944, Staff Sgt. Archibald
Mathies, from the 510th Bombardment Squadron, 351st Bombardment Group, 8th Air Force, was
serving as engineer and ball turret gunner on an aircraft that was attacked by a squadron of enemy
fighters with the result of the copilot being killed outright, pilot wounded and unconscious, the
radio operator wounded and the plane severely damaged. According to the citation, Mathies and
other members of the crew managed to right the plane and fly it back to their home station, where
they contacted the control tower and reported the situation. Mathies and the navigator volunteered
to attempt to land the plane. Other members of the crew were ordered to jump, leaving Mathies
and the navigator aboard. After observing the distressed aircraft from another plane, Mathies'
commanding officer decided the damaged plane could not be landed by the inexperienced crew
and ordered them to abandon it and parachute to safety. Demonstrating unsurpassed courage and
heroism, Mathies and the navigator replied that the pilot was still alive but could not be moved
and they would not desert him. They were then told to attempt a landing. After two unsuccessful
efforts, the plane crashed into an open field in a third attempt to land. Mathies, the navigator, and
the wounded pilot were Killed.

Mathies was honored posthumously with the Medal of Honor for his heroic efforts, and it was
presented to his mother, Mary Mathies.

Fast-forward to April 2023, U.S. Air Force Tech. Sgt. Andrew Lewis, a Target Vulnerability
Studies Noncommissioned Officer in Charge from the 36th Intelligence Squadron at JB Langley-
Eustis, was attending Non-Commissioned Officer Academy at Gunter Annex, Maxwell Air Force
Base, Ala. Near the end of NCOA, the students were given a tour of the only museum dedicated
to enlisted contribution of the military in the Department of Defense — the Enlisted Heritage
Research Institute (EHRI).

One of the main elements of the tour was that the EHRI possesses four of the eight enlisted Medal
of Honor recipient medals in Air Force History. Seven of the eight were accounted for while the
last MoH for Staff Sgt. Archibald Mathies was unlocated, according to an EHRI tour guide.

“l reached out to the EHRI and requested to help track down Staff Sgt. Archibald Mathies Medal
of Honor location or at least the story of what happened to it over the last seven decades,” said
Lewis. “l was saddened to hear that his MoH was unlocated, but the sleuth in me could not resist
investigating its whereabouts.”
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U.S. Air Force Tech. Sgt. Andrew Lewis, a Target Vulnerability
Studies Noncommissioned Officer in Charge from the 36th
Intelligence Squadron, holds up the book “Valor at Polebrook:
The Last Flight of Ten Horsepower, August 18, 2023 at Joint
Base Langley-Eustis, Va. Lewis received the book from Mr. David
Mathies, 76-year-old nephew of Medal of Honor recipient Staff
Sgt. Archibald Mathies. Lewis connected with Mr. Mathies
during his search for Staff Sgt. Mathies’ Medal of Honor. 10
Horsepower was the name of the Aircraft that Staff Sgt. Archibald
Mathies died in. (U.S. Air Force photo by TSgt AJ Hyatt)

After NCOA graduation, Lewis couldn’t
stop thinking about the missing Medal of
Honor. He started to use his powers of
research on Google to learn as much as
possible. He started to look up Staff Sgt.
Mathies memorial documents, burial place,
hometown, and relatives at the time of his
death across the internet.

“Tech. Sgt. Lewis is a knowledge seeker,”

said U.S. Air Force Master Sgt. Aimee

Thomas, 36th IS first sergeant. “He has a

passion for all things military and people

related, so it did not surprise me to find out
that he made it his goal to track down the last unaccounted for Enlisted Medal of Honor. He did
not do it for the attention, he did it because it was the right thing to do, to ensure that Staff Sgt.
Archie Mathies legacy and story would live on.”

Lewis was able to identify a roster of Staff Sgt. Mathies’ family members and their locations
across the continental United States. His plan was to reach out to them to learn more about
Mathies and inform them of the magnitude of his accomplishments and selfless sacrifice.

“l discovered that the MoH was given to Mathies’ mother, Mary, who is buried in Finleyville,
Pa.,” said Lewis. “From there, | used some family tree mapping tools online to find associated
relatives and then narrowed down a list of folks that I reached out via my personal social media.”

The social media route didn’t have much success, so Lewis resorted to looking for phone numbers
to call.

The 36 IS NCO finally got in touch with a 76-year-old nephew of Staff Sgt. Mathies, Mr. David
Mathies, who ended up being the right person to talk to.

“l scheduled a phone call with him [David Mathies] to let him know that Staff Sgt. Mathies’
legacy lives on and that his sacrifice underpins the definition of leadership and our Air Force core
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values,” said Lewis. “I asked him if he knew the location of the MoH, which is where he told me
that it was at the WWII Museum in New Orleans.”

Lewis quickly called the museum to confirm the MoH’s location and notified EHRI that the last
enlisted MoH was in New Orleans, on loan from the Mathies’ family.

“We would like to thank Tech. Sgt. Lewis for taking the time to help EHRI in tracking down the
MoH for Archibald Mathies,” said the Air Force Enlisted Heritage Research Institute. “His
investigative work allowed us to know the location of all eight enlisted Medal of Honor’s.”

“History is my unyielding passion. | put ‘enlisted historian’ as my #1 job when | was joining the
Air Force, but | have never actually met one,” said Lewis. “l changed my undergraduate from
history to something more STEM-centric, but I still try to immerse myself in history as much as
possible in my personal life. | believe that history is the strongest teacher and greatest reminder
that the freedoms we enjoy today are paid for by heroes like Staff Sgt. Archibald Mathies. It was
a privilege to be able to connect some missing Air Force heritage.”

The biggest reward for Lewis was receiving a book from Mr. Mathies entitled “Valor at
Polebrook: The Last Flight of Ten Horsepower,” which contains dozens of eyewitness accounts
of the incident. 10 Horsepower was the name of the Aircraft that Staff Sgt. Archibald Mathies
died in.

“| think one of the powerful takeaways from this is that Staff Sgt. Archibald Mathies wasn’t
thinking about promotions or awards or what the potential ramifications of trying to land a plane
with the pilot wounded. He could have jumped out and saved himself,” said Lewis. “It seems rare
that Airmen think like that anymore. His decision did not have sweeping benefits for himself, but
his legacy of taking care of people even at the detriment of his own life, | feel, is the standard for
‘Service Before Self’. | think the modern version of that is more, “Service for Yourself.” It makes
me reflect on how I can lead without a personal agenda or need for my actions to warrant a reward.
As long as I’m doing the right thing even when it does not benefit me, | think is something that
respects Staff Sgt. Mathies and show faithfulness to a proud heritage.”
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16TH AIR FORCE ADVANCES IW
WITH POLAND CYBER COMMAND

Adapted from an article by Poland Cyber Command, 30 August 2023

WARSAW, Poland—Lt Gen Kevin Kennedy, 16th Air Force (16AF) commander, receives a
welcome plaque from Polish Maj. Gen. Karol Molenda, Commander, Poland Cyber Command,

at Cyber Command Headquarters, Poland, Aug. 21, 2023. During this time of worldwide
information environment

competition, 16AF officials work
with Poland and other allies and
partners to increase operational
effectiveness and mature
information warfare.
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FTVA CHAPTER NEWS

Forward your chapter inputs at any time (monthly, weekly or all at once) to Dennis Buxton, RIT Editor, at
newsletter@ftva.us or dennis.buxton@me.com. Please include captions and names on all photos submitted.
Submission can be in any form or format, and I will edit.

Heritage Chapter
San Angelo, TX

Ronald ‘JJ’ Graham, President
Submission by Wayne Bascom

Note: The below input is gisted from significant input from other members of the Heritage
Chapter, including excerpts from several after action reports by Tom Nurre in his capacity
as manager of the EC-47 History Site, and its special recognition as an official 50th Vietnam
War Commemorative Partner Program (CPP).

Heritage Chapter June Social

The Heritage Chapter convened for its June social at Los Panchitos. It was a pleasure to see
members and their families, about 30 in total, gather for the event. Besides the wonderful dinner
and camaraderie, the chapter took care of some important business.

Elder Pioneer Honored. At the June Social, the USAFF Roll Call recognized SMSgt (retired)
Dave Martin as an "Elder Pioneer." This

recognition is an extension of USAFSS Roll

Call's Pioneer Program. MSgt (retired) Tommy

Smart, the local coordinator for the Roll Call

program, along with CMSgt (retired) Tom Nurre,

made the announcement and presentation.

Elder Pioneers are those who have had at least 50
years elapsed since they were in the USAFSS and
must be at least 85 years of age. The award is now
named after Vietnam veteran Danny Russell, who

Tommy Smart Explains the Elder Pioneer Program (Photo
by Marc Kirner)
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was shot down twice in one day, surviving both incidents.

Leftwich Scholarship Winners. We proudly announced the two 2023 winners of the Leftwich
Scholarship. From Lakeview High School Amelia Alvarado was recognized along with her
family. She intends on pursuing a degree in psychology. Veronica Ross from Central High School

was the other recipient. She was recognized along
with her family and plans on joining the ROTC at
Angelo State University (ASU) after which she
will join the Air Force. Ray Leftwich and his sister
Paula were present to congratulate the two on the
award which honors their father. Ed Bendinelli,
Chairman of the Chapter's Scholarship
Committee, announced that each winner will
receive $500 for their studies at ASU.

Above Left, flanked by Ed Bendinelli (L) and
Ray Leftwich (R), award recipient Amelia
Alvarado displays her scholarship check. The
scene is repeated (below) with award winner
Veronica Ross. (Photos by JJ Graham)

38




Remain In Touch September 2023

Vietnam War Commemorative Pin Presentations. We also recognized SMSgt (retired) John
Townsend and his wife Jane. John was presented with the Vietnam War Commemorative lapel
Pin and the EC-47 History Site Commemorative Partner Program (CPP) Certificate of
Appreciation, signed off by both Tom Nurre and JJ Graham.

John Townsend (middle) displays his EC-47 History Site Vietnam War Veteran CPP Certificate of
Appreciation. (L-R) JJ Graham, John Townsend, Larry Miller (Photo by Marc Kirner)

Visitors to Goodfellow AFB (GAFB)

Ruben Villafranca and his wife Mary visited
GAFB on July 13th. They were met by Heritage
Chapter members Wayne Bascom, JJ Graham,
and Tom Nurre. Ruben is a former USAFSS
Morse Operator with assignments to Crete,
Danang, and Medina Annex. He currently remains
connected through the 6924th Security Squadron's
Facebook group and reunion initiatives. Of his
Visiting the ARDF History Exhibit at Base HQ. (L-R)

Mary and Ruben Villafranca, Tom Nurre, JJ Graham
(Photo by Wayne Bascom)
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assignments, Ruben expressed a particular fondness for his role in Danang. In 2011, the
Villafrancas journeyed to Vietnam, touring prominent attractions in Hanoi and Danang. While
Mary found the trip interesting, Ruben noticed major differences from his recollections of the
area. We also talked about the 6924th Security Squadron scholarship at the University of North
Carolina-Charlotte, dedicated to A1C Paul Anthony, who lost his life in 1970 while working his
very first Vietnam duty shift in a building called Leftwich Hall. The Anthony scholarship has a
$100,000 endowment. Ruben and Mary shared their insights on fundraising and scholarship
administration, providing information potentially useful in our efforts with the Leftwich
scholarship at ASU.

Next, Mr. Andy Hayden, Chief of NGA College at the National Geospatial Intelligence Agency
(NGA), and Ms. Anita Beeson, a member of his staff, arrived at GAFB to discuss the EC-47
program's wartime mission, and the
role GAFB technical training had in
reducing in-country training for air
and ground staff. They were hosted
by Army LtCol (retired) Danny
Henderson, the GAFB National
Geospatial-Intelligence Agency
(NGA) liaison officer. A highlight of
the trip was the exploration of the
EC-47 displays. Tom Nurre assisted
Mr.  Henderson by providing
background on the EC-47 aircraft,

ARDF History Exhibit, and the

memorial paver initiative. NGA Visit to Goodfellow AFB. (L-R) Tom Nurre, Andy Hayden,
Anita Beeson (Photo by Danny Henderson)

Finally, SMSgt (Retired) William “Brock™ Brockmiller, representing the FTVA Reunion,
arrived at GAFB on August 4th. The 17th Training Wing Historian, Mark Howell, and Tom Nurre
met with Brock and discussed how FTVA reunion activities could be enhanced and supported.
Mark provided information on what resources were used locally and provided a copy of the script
used for the event. Of special interest to our visitor was a tour of the Weyandt-Eddy Memorial
Plaza with a general discussion of the memorial paver program.
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Other Snippets of Interest

GAFB Open House. GAFB held an "Open House" event for the public on June 3rd. Tom Nurre
and Larry Miller volunteered to be positioned at places of interest to assist visitors by providing
background information and to answer any and all questions. Tom was positioned at base
headquarters and the EC-47 ARDF Exhibit while Larry was located at Brandenburg Hall, which
Is the 17th Training Group headquarters building. Although the number of attendees was lower
than expected, many visitors expressed a keen interest in these activities, keeping both extremely

busy with questions and requests for additional information.
Visitors’ Center Opening

On June 9™ Heritage Chapter member Harriet Samad worked with
the Concho Cadre attending the ribbon cutting at the San Angelo
Chamber of Commerce Visitor’s Center. A new display was opened
honoring Goodfellow AFB and was officiated by the outgoing 17th
Training Wing Commander, Col Reilman. On display is almost an
entire shelf dedicated to items associated with the chapter and the
base. This includes a ballcap depicting the Weyandt-Eddy Memorial
Plaza, Guidebook and the ARDF History Exhibit brochure, and the
636 Tail flash representing Baron 52. There was also an EC-47
challenge coin developed and produced by the EC-47 History Site.

Air Force History and Memorabilia on Display at the San Angelo Visitors Center
(Photo by Harriet Samad)

100t Birthday Party!

Back on Memorial Day, in 2021, when the chapter
was making presentations of the "In Memory of"
yard signs and presenting Vietnam and All Wars
lapel pins, we stopped at Mrs. Ann Kelton's home.

Celebrating 100 Years Young! (L-R) Tom Nurre and Ann
Kelton (Photo by Wayne Bascom)

This year, on June 24th Ann celebrated her 100th
birthday. Tom Nurre rallied the chapter together
and we caravanned up to her house to join in the
celebration with her family. Ann was the bride of
Western writer, EImer Kelton, who served in the

US Army during World War I1. At the end of the war, he was assigned to the occupation forces
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near Ebenese, Austria. Here he met his future war bride, Anna Lipp. They married in 1947 and
settled in San Angelo. Elmer passed away on August 22, 2009.

Lastly, there was a Tribute to Fallen Eagle Larry Ross. The
chapter paid final tribute to our own fallen Eagle, Larry
Ross. The family had a memorial service here in San Angelo
followed by a Celebration of Life and Internment in his
Indiana hometown. JJ Graham represented the Heritage
Chapter there during this moving tribute. Two Air Force
Honor Guard members from Scott AFB conducted the flag
folding/presentation ceremony, and an Honor Guard from
local Veteran Service Organizations fired off a three-volley
salute.
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Alamo Chapter
San Antonio, TX

Ken Williams, President
Dennis “Rass” Rasmussen, Vice President
Ken Maynard, Secretary/Treasurer

The San Antonio Chapter of the FTVA held their monthly meeting at
the Alamo Café Restaurant on June 15, 2023. The Fellowship and dinner were enjoyed by all.

President Ken Williams called the meeting to order at 1800. Members decided to postpone July
and August meetings until 21 September due to so many members being out on summer vacations.
We also decided that the
September get-together
would be at lunch vice a
dinner to try to increase
participation since so
many have to fight
traffic to get to an
evening event. We may
change future meetings
to a lunch get-together if
enough members can
attend the September

lunch.

We  discussed  the
Left to Right: Jesse Greene, Dennis Rassmussen, Ken Williams, Shiela Williams, apparent lack Of Interest
Ron Haygood, Kay Weaver, Ron Weaver, Donna Crabtree, Bob Crabtree, and Kevin |thus far exhibited by
Abney. Not pictured, Dan Martin (photographer). NSA/CSS TX in our

offer to support enlisted
award programs. We also stressed that the annual anniversary events will be held 19-21 October
this year and potential guest speakers were mentioned. Tickets for the annual banquet should go
on sale in early September. There being no further business, the meeting adjourned at 7:30 pm.
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Alamo Chapter Member
Birthday Fete

Alamo Chapter helped CMSgt (ret) Bob
Crabtree celebrate his 81st birthday at

Carol Gendolfe, Darr King, Andy Smith, and
Dennis Rassmussen.

On Wednesday September 6, Amigos from the

Grumpy’s Country restaurant. Bob (in picture
at right) proudly sports his authentic sombrero
birthday present. Below, pictured left to right,
are celebrants Ken Maynard, Sefior Bob C, Ken &
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Aloha Chapter Honolulu, HI

Aloha All -

Our latest get together was Thursday, June
29. Attendees, pictured left to right, were
the 3 Amigos John “Tilly” Toillion, Fred
Collins and Ken Een.

In addition to enjoying a delicious meal
(and Senior discount) we shared our usual
topics of war stories (probably the same
ones from our last meeting), health highs
(“One day above the ground is better than
one below”), and world events.

Since our meeting, as you all can imagine,
we’re now in the midst of trying to
comprehend the tragic event on Maui. One
of our own, John Harman, who lives on
Maui, reported he is currently in
Michigan, but his Maui family and friends
are okay. Good news indeed.

John “Tilly” Toillion, President

Last, but certainly not least, the Aloha Chapter’s Welcome Mat is always out for any of you

traveling this way.

Until next time — “Aloha a hui hou” — (until we meet again).

John “Tilly” Toillion
Aloha Chapter President
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Rocky Mountain Chapter
Colorado Springs, CO

Greg Roman and Stan Cook Co-Presidents
Rocky Mountain Chapter Website

Check back in December.
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Wasatch Chapter
Salt Lake City, UT

Jacob Scheid, President
Shawn Heckman, Vice President
Scott Lawson, Treasurer

Check back in December.
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Gold Country
Chapter
Yuba City, CA

John Aurelius, President
jaurelius@mikodi.com

Check back in December.
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Mid-Atlantic Region Chapter

Bob Bastian, Acting President, Treasurer

Check back in December.
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REUNIONS &
ANNOUNCEMENTS

FTVA Annual Reunion
19-21 October 2023
San Antonio, TX

19 Oct 2023
5K and Golf Tournament
20 Oct 2023
Hall of Honor, Remembrance Ceremony, and Picnic
21 Oct 2023
General Membership Meeting and Anniversary Bangquet
(Vietham Memorial Pin Ceremony)

//See banquet reservation information on next page//
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Reunion Banguet Reservation Info

21 October 2023
(1730 - 2230)

COST: $35 per Person
Make Check Payable to: FREEDOM THROUGH VIGILANCE ASSOCIATION

Mail to: Kenneth A. Williams, Jr.
10118 Remuda View
San Antonio, TX 78254
(210) 688-7099

NOTE: Reservations must be received NLT 17 October 2023

MENU:

(Served Buffet style)
Spring Blend Salad with crumbled Blue Cheese & Balsamic Vinaigrette
Beef Tenderloin with Bordelaise Sauce
Breast of Chicken topped with Avocado, Tomato and Swiss-American Cheese
Roasted Rosemary Potatoes
Five Cheese Macaroni & Cheese
Asparagus with Sliced Roasted Almonds
Yeast Rolls & Butter (Served with Salad)
Dessert Flower Dessert?
Iced Tea, and Served Coffee

! Cinnamon Tortilla Shell with Vanilla Ice Cream, topped with Pecan/Coconut/Carmel and Fanned Strawberry
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6994 Security Squadron 2023 Reunion Report

Submitted by Rick Yeh

The 6994th Security Squadron held its 2023 Reunion at the Westin Hotel in Herndon, VA from
August 24-27, 2023 with 43 veterans and 46 family members attending.

Attendees toured the Udvar-Hazy Air and Space Museum at the Dulles International Airport as
well as many Washington DC sights such as the Vietham Memorial Wall, World War I
Memorial, and others. One of our former members, Don Adam is a volunteer at the National Mall,
and led a group of attendees on a personal 3-hour walking tour of the National Mall and Vietnam
Wall.
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The squadron sponsored a pizza party for the attendees, and Mr. Gary Powers Jr. stopped by to
visit with the guests and talk about his famous father and his current program to educate more
people about what the '‘Cold War' was really about.

In addition to Mr. Power's visit, a documentary video produced by Cory and Lisa Hayward was
shown during the pizza party. The documentary explored the importance of attending reunions
and played interviews of different individuals explaining how attending reunions have positively
impacted their lives through the renewal of old friendships and the opportunity to talk with others
about the stressful situations created by living under wartime conditions and the emotions
suffered due to the loss of their squadron mates when their aircraft went down.

The reunion concluded with a formal banquet at which 5 Veterans were presented with the
Commemoration of the 50th Anniversary of the Vietham War lapel pin and a Certificate of
Appreciation and an EC-47 challenge coin.

51




Remain In Touch

September 2023

52




Remain In Touch

September 2023

FTVA VIGILANT PARTNERS

P.O. BOX 691616
San Antonio, TX 78269

PLATINUM PARTNERS
Prop Wash Gang

Mrs. Doyle E. Larson
(IMO Maj Gen Doyle E. Larson)

GOLD PARTNERS
Security Services Federal Credit Union

Engrave-Tech & Graphics
Anonymous
(IMO MSgt Robert ""Bob™ Fenstermacher)
Regis F.A. Urschler
(IMO Maj Gen Doyle Larson and
Tom Tennant)

SILVER PARTNERS
Anthony F. Jensen

Grover Jackson
William F. Sheck
Bob & Debbie Cope
“Picnic Partners”
Donald Bundy
Greg Radabaugh
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BRONZE PARTNERS
Mark and Amy Hess
Ronald Hentz
(IHO Col Bob Cope)
Jack V. Brewer
E.W. Forbess

PATRON PARTNERS
CMSgt Roger Towberman

James Mayer
Charles Bishop
Edward Sellmeyer

Thank You VPs! Your continued
support is vital in helping us
continue the FTVA mission.
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FALLEN EAGLES

Compiled by Joe Figueroa, Associate Editor

Received word of the following losses from caring relatives, friends or
obituaries and offer prayers and sympathy to loved ones.

“It is the soldier above all others who prays for peace, for it is the soldier who must
suffer and bear the deepest wounds and scars of war. ” Douglas MacArthur

Benavides, Alfred, MSgt (ret), USAFSS
Callahan, John P., USAFSS
Chamberlain, Ronald E., A1C, USAFSS
Emery, Brian A., USAFSS

Falkenberry, Alan D., USAF

Farrell, Raymond T., CMSgt (ret), USAFSS
Hickey, Charles, R., A1C, USAFSS
Jackson, Roger D., USAFSS

McGill, Archibald J., SSgt, USAFSS
Medford, John R., A2C, USAFSS

Metz, Charles, USAFSS

Miller, Ronald L., USAFSS

Nagy, Dennis M., 1Lt, USAF

Nixon, Oscar, USAFSS

O’Steen, Vernon Ray, CMSgt (ret), USAFSS
Phillips, Wendell H., Sgt, USAFSS
Pugh, Larry R., SMSqgt (ret), USAFSS
Seaner, Thomas J., Sgt, USAF
Shankland, Charles G., Col (ret), USAF
Wells, Mark R., Sgt, USAF

White, Joseph, USAFSS

Zabel, Glen A., TSgt (ret), USAFSS
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Benavides, Alfred, MSgt (ret), 88, passed away April 16, 2023. He
served the United States government for many years. Alfred enlisted in
the USAF on August 8, 1955, working as a linguist and specializing in
Russian. During this time, he also worked for the National Security
Agency. Alfred retired from the USAF on September 1, 1975 as a Master
Sergeant. He continued his career with the National Security Agency,
and later retired on April 28, 1989, having served them for 33 years.
Alfred received recognition awards during his career, including the Air
Force Commendation Medal for Meritorious Service between January
15, 1965 and August 15, 1967, and the Department of Defense Joint
Service Commendation Medal for Meritorious Performance of Duty in Support of the Mission of
the National Security Agency between February 9, 1972 and August 22, 1975. Alfred was very
proud of the time he had spent serving his country, and his bedroom walls were lined with the
medals and appreciation letters he received. //Obit - Cook Walden Davis Funeral Home//
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Callahan, John P., passed away June 14, 2023. John was an Air Force
Veteran and an auto worker for many years. Father of Elizabeth (Edward
Christian) and Catherine Callahan. Brother of Patrick (Arlene) Callahan.
Companion of Barbara Herman. /Obit - Thomas H. McCarthy Funeral
Home- Buffalo Chapel//

According to Facebook post, John was stationed in Wakkanai, Japan, 1970
to 1971 //Joseph “Pepito” Figueroa//
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Chamberlain, Ronald E., A1C, 82, passed away June 7, 2023. He
entered the United States Air Force after graduation from high school.
He was trained by the Air Force in Primary and Advanced Russian
Studies at Syracuse University and in Cryptanalytical Studies at
Goodfellow AFB, Texas. He served within the Air Force Security
Service (USAFSS) during the height of the "Cold War”. He was in the
European Theater during the Cuban Missile Crisis and erection of the
Berlin Wall. He is survived by his wife Carol Chamberlain; son, Joel
Chamberlain; daughter, Kathleen Malone. //Obit — Cochran Funeral
Homes//
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| first met Ron while we were both students in the Russian Studies program of the Air Force
Institute of Technology at Syracuse University in 1959. Upon graduation, Ron was deployed to
Bremerhaven, Germany. Ron separated from the USAF in 1963. //Robert L. Jacobs//
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Emery, Brian A., 82, passed away June 20, 2023. He joined the USAF in
1959. He trained in Texas before embarking on a three-year tour of duty in
England with USAFSS. Before being discharged in 1964, he was assigned to
the National Security Agency as an intelligence analyst. In 1996, Brian retired
from the NSA as a manager having spent a total of 37 years in government
service. He enjoyed a multi-faceted cryptologic career at NSA with
assignments in analytic, staff, liaison and management positions including
three years as NSA Representative to two major U.S. military commands in
the Far East. During his career he was awarded NSA's second highest honor,
the Meritorious Civilian Service Award, for "Distinguished service while managing NSA's
response to a high interest problem.” In Japan, he met Sandy (Shull), who was at the time
employed by the Department of Defense Overseas Schools Program as an English teacher. Brian
and Sandy were married in 1974. He retired from NSA in 1996. Brian is survived by his wife of
49 years, Sandra S. Emery, their two children Meghan A. Pfeifer and her husband Joe Pfeifer,
and Ryan D. Emery and his wife Kim (Decker) Emery. //Obit — Legacy.com//
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Falkenburry, Alan, D., 70, passed away May 22, 2023 with his loving
wife by his side. A proud veteran, he flew 60 combat and 260 combat
support missions to include Operations SOUTHERN WATCH, Allied
Force, and Enduring Freedom. He moved around with his family,
spending some of his childhood in Germany. Alan enlisted in the USAF
in 1980. With an aptitude for languages, he entered the Vietnamese
Cryptologic Linguist course at DLI and became a Cryptologic Linguist.
He later cross-trained as a German Linguist and then finished his 22-year
military career as an Arabic Cryptologic Linguist. He was knowledgeable
in cultural, political, and military areas of study for over 20 countries. The
military recognized Al for his honorable service with a Meritorious Service Medal in 2002 for
service during Operation Enduring Freedom and Operation Noble Eagle; an Air Force
Commendation Medal in 2000 for service during the Balkan and Iraqi Operations; an Air Force
Achievement Medal in 1999 for outstanding performance during Operation Desert Fox; and
numerous Aerial Achievement Medals. Al is survived by his wife Cheryl; his children Laura
Hymel, Jack Parkinson, and Nicole Falkenburry. //Obit — Sheridan and Norman Funeral
Home//
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Al and | spent the early part of our Air Force careers together. We were in USAF Technical
School from June 1981 through March 1983. We then had our first assignment together in
Okinawa, arriving in May 1983. Had a lot of fun together. He will be missed. My sincere
condolences to his family on his loss. Much too young. //Tim **Attaboy'* Attenhofer//

Al was my supe at RAF Mildenhall and we hit it off well! Conversations ranged from cars and
his Corvette, Tullamore Dew, places we’d been stationed, multiple trips to DLI, and so much
more! | will definitely raise a glass to him. //Greg Edwards//

I remember being at Incirlik and a bunch of us headed over to bowl one night. Al and | ended up
staying late and bowling maybe 10 more games with varying rules. A great time. | hope you're at
peace, Al. Condolences to his family. //Todd Davidson//
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Farrell, Raymond T., CMSgt (ret), 62, passed away June 6,
2023. He enlisted in the Air Force in 1979 and served just over
30 years in the service. He began his career in the Intelligence
field as an Airborne Cryptologic Linguist in the 6990th
Electronic Security Group, Kadena Air Base, Okinawa, Japan
from 1980-1985. He became a Direct Support Operator (DSO)
with Detachment 3, 25th Intelligence Squadron immediately
after the events of 9/11 in 2001. Ray “Tagalog” Farrell served
a multi-faceted career as a Chinese and Tagalog linguist
onboard USAF and USN aircraft, and notably as a pioneer for Direct Support Operators onboard
Special Operations Command aircraft, HUMINT Interrogator/Debriefer, and Boom Operator.
Not only did Ray model a superior enlisted career in the United States Air Force, but he was also
the life of every party. With the help of his wife, Grace, they regularly hosted get togethers in
their homes; always offering a warm meal, cold beer, and a couch to sleep on for all of the young
Air Force enlisted and officers that were without family. They were immediately part of his
family. Ray had a warm heart and was always a ray of sunshine for those who were feeling down.
Always cracking jokes, correcting grammar, singing, and dancing — it was hard not to smile in
his presence. Ray was also a devout Catholic — offering countless hours to support others in their
faith. Ray was loved and admired by all and grounded by his family until his death. He is preceded
in death by his devoted wife, Grace Farrell. And is survived by his three loving daughters —
Marlena, Rayna, and Raquel; seven grandchildren — Ariana, Kailani, Mykah, Karina, Lilynne,
Declan, and Banks; six siblings — Joe, Jimmy, Mike, Brian, Perry, and Diane; as well as several
adoring cousins, nieces, nephews, and friends who became family. //Obit — Orlando -News//

Ray is being inducted into the FTVA Hall of Honor on October 20, 2023. His career highlights
are listed in the Hall of Honor section of this newsletter edition. //Joseph “Pepito” Figueroa,
CMSqt (ret)//
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Ray, a lifelong friend, was my supervisor in Utah from 1993 to 1995 and was instrumental to my
professional development. In addition, Ray and Grace (she is so aptly named) took a young
Figueroa family under their wings and mentored us how to thrive as a family in the high ops
tempo world we all lived in. | know our family is but one of many that benefited from their grace.
His fingerprints are all over every aspect of our lives. //Joseph “Pepito” Figueroa, CMSgt (ret)//

We can fill a year’s worth of newsletter with accolades posted on social media for Ray. One
highlight is how many people from all over the country, and I’m sure overseas, gathered together
to honor Ray by wearing a tropical shirt and celebrate his life. This is the San Antonio
celebration. //Joseph “Pepito” Figueroa, CMSgt (ret)//
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Hickey, Charles R., A1C, 82, passed away March 1, 2023. He served in
the Air Force during the Vietnam War as a linguist and also taught
Chinese. //Obit - Chamberlain-Huckeriede Funeral Home.//
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Jackson, Roger D., 80, passed away August 24, 2023. He served in the
USAF from 1960 to 1964. Trained as a Russian linguist, he subsequently
spent 42 years in intelligence positions, mostly at the National Security
Agency (NSA) where he ended his career as a senior executive. He
lectured at the National Cryptologic School. Highlights of his career
included serving as Technical Director of the Naval Operations
Intelligence Center, Director of Operations of the Defense Special Missile
and Astronautics Center, Director responsible for European Command
during the Kosovo Conflict (Operation Allied Forces) and at Central
Command during Operation Enduring Freedom (Afghanistan), Deputy of
Production Group at NSA and Chairman of the Intelligence Analysis Career Panel. In 1990 Roger
was awarded the President’s Meritorious Executive Service Award, and in 2002 the Director’s
Distinguished Service Medal. Before his retirement, Roger and his family served tours in
Cheltenham, England, Fort Meade, Maryland, Tokyo, Japan, Stuttgart, Germany and Tampa,
Florida. Roger is survived by his sons Scott (wife Tara, children Ryan and Brody) and Lee (wife
Belinda, children Davis and Avery). He was preceded in death by his loving wife of 45 years,
Carole Ann Jackson, Roger leaves behind his special companion of nine years, Adrianne
Brandecker. //Obit — Davenport Funeral Home//
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McGill, Archibald Joseph, SSgt, 91, passed away February 26, 2023.
Enlisting in the Air Force during the Korean War, he became a Russian
linguist and crypto analyst which changed the direction of his life. He has
motorcycled all over the world, selling the cycle at age 90. He is survived
by his wife Jeanne Sullivan McGill, children Arch McGill 11l, Debra
McGill Swanson, Gregory McGill, Susan McGill Marker, and Brian
McGill. //Obit - Messinger Pinnacle Peak Mortuary//
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of both John and June.

Medford, John R., 82, passed away August 13, 2023. John served 3
years, 9 months and 11 days in the USAF; not that he was counting. After
basic training, John married Zetta June Weaver. They had sixty amazing
years together. USAF training took them to Syracuse University in New
York, San Angelo, TX and finally survival training in Reno, NV. He then
finished up his time in the Air Force at Yokota Air Force Base in Japan
as a Russian linguist with the 6988th Security Squadron. During his time
there, he flew in and out of Vietnam and had several TDYSs, serving his
country and democracy. John became a father while stationed in Japan.
Daniel Brian Medford and Steven Michael Medford were born to the joy
He thought nothing was better than those two boys of his. John worked at

the NSA from 1967 until 1997. NSA sent John on TDY for two years to Alice Springs, Australia
between 1976-1978. //Obit — The Capital Gazette//
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Metz, Charles, A2C, 84, passed away July 31, 2023. He enlisted in the
USAF and was selected to attend the Air Force East European Language
School, which at the time was located at Syracuse University. He was
then sent to Goodfellow Air Force Base to learn radio intercept
operations. Charles served his country in Turkey as a Russian linguist.
Survivors include his wife, Jo, and his son, John Metz. //Obit — Regan
Denny Stafford Funeral Home//
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Miller, Ronald L., 74, passed away May 29, 2023. He joined the USAF
in June 1968, where he served as a Russian linguist, instructor, and
analyst until he retired in August 1988. Ron is survived by his wife,
Linda; three sons, Eric Miller, Jeff Miller and his wife, Jennifer, and
Clinton and his wife, Lisa; his stepchildren, Helen and George Wright,
Ray, and Cathy Breeden. //Obit — The News Item//
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Nagy, Dennis M., 1Lt, 80, passed away August 5, 2023. He attended the
USAF Academy Class of '65. He served in the USAF for four years.
Leaving the United States Air Force in 1969, Dennis started a new career
as an intelligence analyst at the Defense Intelligence Agency in
Washington, D.C. Dennis rose rapidly at DIA. In 1981 Dennis personally
directed the development of the first issue of Soviet Military Power which
was updated and published annually for almost a decade. In later years
Dennis would say this was his proudest accomplishment as an analyst. By
1982, Dennis was selected as a member of the Senior Executive Service, the youngest to hold
that rank at the time he was selected. Dennis served as the Director of Estimates and the Director
for Research along with associated positions in the fiscal aspects of intelligence. In 1989 Dennis
was selected as Executive Director for DIA; Deputy Director for DIA; and Acting Director of
DIA from September through November of 1991, the first civilian ever placed in that position.
Dennis retired from government service as an SES-6, the civilian equivalent of a three-star
general. Dennis is survived by Colleen Ardary; and their four children and four grandchildren,
Mark Nagy (Aubrey and Addison), Kimberly Perez (Ashley and Abigail), Bethany Nagy,
Matthew Nagy, and his wife Theresa. /Obit — Money and King Funeral Home//
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Nixon, Oscar, 75, passed away March 8, 2023. He enlisted in the USAF,
went to California for language training, and served as a Russian linguist.
When he finished language school, he returned home and married Arlene
Fischer in 1965. After twelve years of military service, Oscar returned
home to New Orleans. He is survived by his three daughters: Shawn
(Darryl) Eure, Yolanda (Dwayne) Thomas, and Erica Nixon. //The Obit -
Times-Picayune//
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“Pepito” Figueroa//

O’Steen, Vernon Ray, CMSgt (ret), 78, passed away July 21, 2023.

Received notice CMSgt O’Steen passed away July 2023. Once located, an
obit will be published in a future newsletter. //Joseph “Pepito”” Figueroa//

According to the Veterans Affairs Gravesite Locator, Vernon, age 78,
passed away July 21, 2023. His burial site is at the Fort Sam Houston
Cemetery, San Antonio, Texas. War Period is listed as Vietnam. //Joseph
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Phillips, Wendell H., Sgt, 75, passed away May 9, 2023. Wendell served
3 years in USAF during the Vietnam War. He is survived by his wife
Hsiao-Mei (Wang) Phillips whom he married in 1970; son and daughter
in law Jeffrey and Rocio of Chula Vista, CA. //Obit — Dignity
Memorial//

According to a Facebook post, he attended Mandarin Chinese Class @
DLI 8/65 - 3/66, and Goodfellow training mid-66, and finally at SLK
from 8/66 thru 12/68. //Joseph “Pepito” Figueroa//
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Pugh, Larry R., SMSgt (ret), 76, passed away June 16, 2023. Larry
retired from the USAF after 29 years of service. Survivors include his
wife; five daughters, Christina Perry and husband, Kevin, Lori Parker
and husband, David, Elizabeth Sprankle and husband, T.J., Theresa Bell
and husband, Andy. //Obit - Emmons Macey Steffey Funeral Home//

According to a Facebook post, Larry was at Augsburg 72-74 and Misawa

74-76. In addition, he was stationed at San Vito. //Joseph “Pepito” Figueroa//
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Seaner, Thomas J., Sgt, 60, passed away June 3, 2023. Tom was
honorably discharged in 1991 after five years of service. In his time in the
USAF, Tom worked as a cryptologic linguist specialist. He received
multiple commendations including the Joint Service Commendation
medal, Small Arms Expert Marksmanship ribbon, National Defense
Services medal, and the Aerial Achievement medal. On Fridays, it was a
safe bet that Tom would be wearing red in support of deployed troops. He
leaves behind his father, Thomas (Jackie) Seaner; his siblings, Vicky (Jeff)
Cunningham, Beth (Tom) Schoonover and Charlene Evans; as well as his
former wife and close friend, Cheryl. His stepbrother, Marty (Nancy) Finucane; and stepsister,
Rene (Al) Ball. //Obit - Olean Times Herald//
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Shankland, Charles G., Col (ret), 83, passed away July 2023. He was a
highly decorated career Intelligence Officer and Defense Contractor
Executive. His career began in 1961 at the Strategic Air Command
Headquarters in Omaha, Nebraska, followed quickly by an overseas
assignment to Taipei, Taiwan. Next was his first assignment at the
Pentagon and then overseas to a combat duty tour in Vietnam where he was
awarded the Bronze Star Medal. After the tour in Vietnam, (then Captain)
Shankland returned to South Dakota State University as an Air Force
ROTC Instructor & Professor. After a promotion to Major and a 2nd
assignment at the Pentagon, he and his family were off to another overseas
assignment, 3 years in Stuttgart, Germany. Then, having been promoted to Colonel, he served as
the Director of Intelligence at the Strategic Air Command Headquarters, then to Hawaii as a
member of the Commander in Chief Pacific's staff. His final military tour of duty was back at the
Pentagon after he was selected to serve as the Deputy Director of the Defense Intelligence
Agency. A couple of his most noteworthy Intelligence efforts included the Chernobyl nuclear
meltdown, and the shoot down of Korean Air 007. During his extensive Air Force career, Colonel
Shankland was awarded 11 medal citations, including the Bronze Star, Defense Superior Service
Medals, Legion of Merit, and Meritorious Service Medals. After retiring, he continued to serve
as Program Director at U.S. defense contractor Northrup-Grumman and held positions at the
Armed Forces Communications and Electronic Association and the Strategic Development
Committee. He is predeceased by his beloved wife of 58 years, Sharon. He is survived by his son
Scott (wife Jennifer) Shankland, daughter Stephanie (husband Todd) Lord. //Obit — Rapid City
Journal//
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Wells, Mark R., Sgt, 62, passed away March 28, 2023. Mark was a
veteran of the United States Air Force, where he served as an Apprentice
Crypto Linguist Specialist. He was a retired United States Postal Service
letter carrier for 25 years. Mark is survived by his daughters Krista
(Jared) Zimmerman and Kaycee Wells, sons Kenneth, Nathan, and
Kevin. //Obit — Shannon Funeral Home//
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White, Joseph, 82, passed away August 22, 2023. He was an Air Force
veteran who earned a Top-Secret security clearance and attended Yale
University to become a Korean linguist. In 2004, he self-published his
memoir, Bury Me in Montana. He is survived by his beloved wife
Carolyn; children Jodi "Lightfoot" White Bolinger, Tracy "Scooter"
White, Madison Glass, Bill (Bonnie) Follett, Brian (Kim) Follett,
Michelle (Parnell) Granger, Heidi (Tim) Martin, and Alexis (John) True
Ackerson. //Obit — Daily Inter Lake//
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Funeral Home//

Zabel, Glen A., TSgt (ret), 70, passed away July 15, 2023. In 1971, he
joined the USAF, serving as an Arabic and Russian linguist and rose to
the rank of Technical Sergeant before retiring in 1991. After retiring from
the USAF, he served his country as a Civil Servant in the Department of
Homeland Security at Ft. Meade, MD before retiring in 2019. Glen
married Hazel, his wife of 49 years, on November 20, 1973. Glen and
Hazel spent the early part of their marriage in Germany and Crete and then
later moved to Maryland, where their son, Jeffrey Thomas Zabel was born
and where they built their lives in Odenton. Glen is survived by his wife
Hazel (Rounds) Zabel; son, Jeffrey Thomas Zabel. //Obit — Hardesty
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Renew Your Membership Today
Using PayPal

We have created the capability to now accept electronic membership payments and any
other funds/donations using PayPal. If you transfer money to funds@ftva.us in PayPal
https://www.paypal.com/us/home, the money will go directly to the FTVA account and the

treasurer will automatically be notified. This is a step to increase the ways you can get
money to the

For more information simply send an email to:
membersupport@ftva.us
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THE FREEDOM THROUGH VIGILANCE

WE ARE YOU!
Past Present Future

ASSOCIATION

THE FTVA IS A PRIVATE, NON-PROFIT CORPORATION ESTABLISHED IN 1981. WE ARE
DEDICATED TO THE SUPPORT AND PERPETUATION OF SOCIAL, EDUCATIONAL AND
HUMANITARIAN SERVICES FOR THE USAF AND 16™ AIR FORCE.

ALL FORMER AND CURRENT MILITARY OR CIVILIAN MEMBERS OF 16™ AF AND ITS
PREDECESSOR COMMANDS OR AGENCIES ARE ELIGIBLE FOR MEMBERSHIP. SURVIVING
SPOUSES OF DECEASED PERSONNEL ARE ELIGIBLE FOR ASSOCIATE MEMBER STATUS.
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