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Hello, everyone! 
Autumn is upon us, and it is that time of the year when we select and announce our FTVA Hall 
of Honor inductees! 

Col-Ret Gordon D. Issler 
GS-15-Ret Steven C. Doucette 

Lt Col-Ret J. Darby Stacey 
CMSgt-Ret Edward A. Bendinelli (Deceased) 
CMSgt-Ret Kenneth J. Hopkins (Deceased) 

MSgt-Ret Neal B. Cooper (Deceased) 
All inductees made significant contributions to the USAF Intelligence Enterprise through stellar 
careers. I wish to thank the Hall of Honor Selection Committee for their outstanding efforts in 
the selection process. We had a large number of nominees this year and it must have been 
challenging to decide from a large, deserving pool of candidates. I look forward to hearing from 
the inductees and family representatives of our deceased inductees during our annual ceremonies 
in October. 
In case you have not heard, Lt. Gen. Thomas Hensley assumed command of the 16th Air Force 
(Air Forces Cyber) from Lt. Gen. Kevin Kennedy on August 1, 2024. General Hensley, the 
previous 16th Air Force deputy commander, received his third star and promotion to the rank of 
Lieutenant General hours before the change of command. With this change of command, 
Hensley became the third commander of 16th Air Force. He is responsible for information 
warfare in the modern age. 
During his first address as the 16th Air Force commander, Hensley emphasized the importance 
of the organizational changes necessary to deter and, if needed, prevail in an era of Great Power 
Competition. 
“Right now, as the Air Force goes through re-optimization for Great Power Competition, it’s 
not certain yet what 16th Air Force will look like in the future,” said Hensley. 
“In some of the conversations that we’ve been in, it’s getting clearer every day. I want the men 
and women of the 16th Air Force to know that we have our most senior leaders in our Air Force 

The President’s Corner 
 

Bill Brockmiller 
President, FTVA 

Contact: wbusaf@gmail.com 
 

mailto:wbusaf@gmail.com
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engaged on this subject. For the 49,000 Airmen we have worldwide, these senior leaders may 
not know you by your face, they may not know you by your name, but they certainly know what 
you do.” 
I surmise that the message regarding our senior Air Force leaders being aware of what our quiet 
intelligence professionals do has rang true for decades! And while I had hoped to provide more 
details on the Air Force re-optimization for the Great Power Competition, current leadership has 
yet to hammer it out. We will provide you with the details and how it will affect our enterprise 
when the decisions are made. 
Lt Gen Hensley will be our FTVA banquet guest speaker. Additionally, due to structural issues 
with bldg. 2008 on Security Hill where the Hall of Honor Induction Ceremony is traditionally 
held, we may have to move the event to the Gateway Club. We will pass along updates as we 
receive them. 
You can access information regarding all of our events on the FTVA website and in our online 
RIT newsletter. I look forward to seeing you in San Antonio this October, but if you are unable 
to attend any of the FTVA events, enjoy Autumn’s splendor. Until next time! 
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Greetings!  I’m honored to serve as FTVA Vice President and Fallen Eagles Obituaries POC. 
The VP responsibility is relatively new for me, but I’ve been doing the Fallen Eagles Obits for a 
decade. As noted in a previous issue, one of the projects our President has authorized me to 
undertake is to improve membership. To recap, the goals are to enhance FTVA value to current 
members and future members, improve member engagement, and increase membership. 

Let’s address improving member engagement first. One action we implemented to improve 
member engagement was to remove the requirement to enter a password to access the 
newsletters. To read current and past newsletters, go to https://ftva.us/newsletters/ (No Password 
Required). Another action we undertook was to send out more messages via the 
membersupport@ftva.us email distro. 
The next step is to ensure we’re reaching all members. I remember the days we used to receive 
an email with member information (name, email, address, phone). The marquee says Remain In 
Touch. Hard to do that if we all don’t know how to reach each other. Also, the membership 
population reviewing the member list is a good way to ensure our member roster stay current. 
However, times are different now (READ: adhering to privacy rules). Do we need express 
permission from everyone to release this information? As part of your membership are you 
giving us implied consent to share your contact information with all members? We’re looking at 
options of sharing contact information with all members. Maybe send a list with names and 
emails via membersupport@ftva.us distro and then direct people to an area of the ftva.us website 
that would require a password for phones and addresses. What are your thoughts? 
The last topic I want to cover is your input on the following four questions. Please send your 
responses to generalinfo@ftva.us. 
Question #1: What value does FTVA currently provide you as a member? 
Question #2: What value should FTVA provide, but doesn’t currently provide you as a member? 
Question #3: What value does FTVA currently provide that can be used to attract new members? 
Question #4: What value should FTVA provide, but doesn’t currently provide to attract new 
members? 
Thanks for the opportunity to serve you and this wonderful community. 
Pepito 
  

From the Vice President 
Joseph “Pepito” Figueroa 

Vice President, FTVA 
Contact: joseph.figueroa361@gmail.com 

https://ftva.us/newsletters/
mailto:membersupport@ftva.us
mailto:membersupport@ftva.us
http://ftva.us/
mailto:generalinfo@ftva.us
mailto:joseph.figueroa361@gmail.com
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Remain in Touch Newsletter Staff 

Dennis Buxton, Editor 
210-627-7586 

newsletter@ftva.us 
dennis.buxton@me.com 

Dennis Rasmussen, Senior Editorial Adviser & 
Overall Great Amigo! newsletter@ftva.us 

Joe “Pepito” Figueroa, Associate Editor 402-452-4562 
falleneagles@ftva.us 

Ken Maynard, Associate Editor 16th AF News 
newsletter@ftva.us 

Dan Martin, Associate Editor newsletter@ftva.us 

Roy Burnett, Circulation Manager e-Issue 
membersupport@ftva.us 

 
 

Hey Gang! 
It’s reunion time just around the corner. I, for one, am looking 
forward to once again connecting face-to-face with old friends and 
making new ones. Our next issue (December) will document with 
prose and pictures the events, participants, and capture the fun of all 
the reunion activities. 

As a result, and because I cannot be everywhere at once, I once more ask you to take lots of 
pictures and simply send them to me with idents of who is in the pic and the action going on. I 
will give full photo credit in print. These days EVERYONE has a phone, and the vast majority 
of these phones have a camera in them; cameras which take pretty darn good pics. We can use 
them! So, please send them to dennis.buxton@me.com or I can arrange for an online drop-off 
point where you can simply upload them for me to access. All inputs due NLT 1 December 2024. 
But I must stress, whether you submit these photos via email, or otherwise, please let me know 
who is in the pic. EVERYONE loves seeing their name and photo in ‘print’! 
And a big thank you to member Bob Hewitt for the following feedback: “Just a ‘Thank You’ for 
the March 2024 newsletter. 66 pages! Wow. I remember the original FTVA newsletters that I 
could read in 10 minutes. You’ve gone to a better level. Thank You. 

 
Remain In Touch, 

Dennis Buxton 
Your Newsletter Editor 

  

mailto:newsletter@ftva.us
mailto:newsletter@ftva.us
mailto:falleneagles@ftva.us
mailto:newsletter@ftva.us
mailto:newsletter@ftva.us
mailto:membersupport@ftva.us
mailto:dennis.buxton@me.com
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FTVA Hall of Honor Class of 2024 Named 
I’m very proud to announce the following inductees for the FTVA/16 AF Hall of Honor, Class 
of 2024: 
 

Col-Ret Gordon D. Issler 
GS-15-Ret Steven C. Doucette 

Lt Col-Ret J. Darby Stacey 
CMSgt-Ret Edward A. Bendinelli (Deceased) 
CMSgt-Ret Kenneth J. Hopkins (Deceased) 

MSgt-Ret Neal B. Cooper (Deceased) 
 
These individuals and their families will be formally recognized and inducted into the Hall of 
Honor during the upcoming October reunion festivities. 
The HOH Selection Committee (Ken Williams, Greg Radabaugh, Ken Maynard, Ted 
Colquhoun, Marc Aldaz, Sue Douglas, and AJ Harrison) did an excellent job ranking and 
adjudicating this year’s 15 nominees to arrive at these selectees. Many thanks for their time and 
unbiased efforts, which often results in hours of study with each individual nomination. 
I request your continued participation in our Hall of Honor Program. The program is only as 
good as the nominations submitted – please support us in our efforts to ensure a lasting 
monument for our legends! 
 
--Lee Anthony 
 
  

FTVA Hall of Honor 
Lee Anthony, Program Chair 

Contact: Lee.Anthony@satx.rr.com 
 

mailto:Lee.Anthony@satx.rr.com
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Membership Notes 
I’d like to recognize the folks that have become/renewed Regular members (annual renewal) 
this quarter: 

Benjamin Isenberg, San Antonio, Texas 
Tom Weir, Las Vegas, Nevada 

George Kamme, Colorado Springs, Colorado 
Reagan Cartwright, Jr., Dallas, Texas 

Margaret Hancock, Bartow, Floria 
 
 
 
 

In addition, the following have become/renewed Associate members (annual renewal) this 
quarter: 

Brian Hendrix, Fairview, Tennessee 
 
 
 
 

Membership or Website Issues? 
 
Please address any issues relating to the FTVA website or membership to 
MemberSuppot@ftva.us. 
 
 
  

FTVA Member Support 
Roy Burnett, Member Support Chair 

Contact: membersupport@ftva.us 
 

mailto:MemberSuppot@ftva.us
mailto:membersupport@ftva.us
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As Questions Hang Over 16th Air Force, 
New Boss Moves to Fine Tune Info Warfare 

Shaun Waterman 
Source: https://www.airandspaceforces.com/16th-air-force-questions-new-commander/ 

Six months after Air Force leaders announced sweeping moves to re-optimize for great power 
competition, one of the main units affected by the changes still faces an uncertain future. 
The 16th Air Force, a sprawling Numbered Air Force that encompasses cyber attacks, electronic 
warfare, traditional surveillance and reconnaissance, public affairs and information operations, 
and weather forecasting, is due for a major shakeup, new commander Lt. Gen Thomas K. 
Hensley acknowledged in a conference call with reporters: Air Forces Cyber is being elevated 
to the status of a service component command, on a level with Pacific Air Forces or Air Forces 
Central. 
That leaves a question mark over the future of the 16th Air Force, since AFCYBER is a 
significant proportion of the 49,000 strong unit. 
Air Force Secretary Frank Kendall “has said that he wants to elevate AFCYBER and we’re going 
to elevate AFCYBER,” said Hensley. “But that brings into question, then, what is the future 
status of 16th Air Force in its totality. The only thing I can offer at this point is that we have 
some very senior leaders that are going through a very deliberate process to determine what is 
the right way forward.” 
“I think we’re getting pretty close to a decision on that,” he concluded. 
One thing will not change, Hensley said: the combination of military (title 10) and intelligence 
(title 50) authorities which enable unique operational concepts. 
“When it comes to title 10 and title 50 and cyber authorities, we certainly want to keep those 
together in one organization, so that we have unity of command,” Hensley said. “I know the 
authorities that we have: the authorities to work with [Public Affairs] on strategic messaging, 
and on those [military deception] operations.” 
Indeed, despite some recent public critiques that the overarching role of 16AF is insufficiently 
well-defined, Hensley said there were many advantages to bringing disparate elements together. 
“Being in one command gives you unity of command, unity of effort, the speed and agility to 

16th Air Force News 
Articles compiled and submitted by Ken Maynard & Roy Burnett 

Associate Editor Extraordinaire 
Contact: stagsa@gmail.com 

 

https://www.airandspaceforces.com/person/shaun-waterman/
https://www.airandspaceforces.com/16th-air-force-questions-new-commander/
https://www.airandspaceforces.com/big-changes-air-force-space-force/
https://www.soc.mil/528th/PDFs/Title10Title50.pdf
https://www.soc.mil/528th/PDFs/Title10Title50.pdf
https://www.airandspaceforces.com/air-force-information-warfare/
mailto:stagsa@gmail.com
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produce outcomes,” he said. If different elements were stovepiped in “in separate commands 
with different processes, different commanders,” the work can still be done, “but not with the 
speed and agility” required. 
Hensley added that other services have, in their own ways, followed the Air Force’s lead in 
combining cyber with other non-kinetic capabilities under the rubric of information warfare, like 
the Marine Corps’ Information Command. 
“When the 16th Air Force stood up and we began messaging the convergence of capabilities and 
authorities, the other services were like, ‘Hmmm. We like that. We want to replicate that.’ The 
Marines actually followed suit with what 16th Air Force did,” he said. 
The multifaceted character of 16th Air Force capabilities is a feature not a bug, Hensley added, 
allowing the integration of traditional targeting intelligence with 21st century warfare concepts. 
“You start talking about cyber effects that we can produce, as well as the effects from the 
electromagnetic spectrum, non-kinetic effects, and being able integrate the enablers [surveillance 
and reconnaissance] and weather with cyber … you are driving behavior,” he said 
Now, even as Hensley waits for final decisions on his unit’s future, he said he is working hard 
to fine tune the multifaceted mission, which can make its work supporting the air component 
commands complex, he acknowledged. 
“We’ve had a couple of ‘thinks’ with the air components, going through a crawl, walk, run phase, 
if you will. We’re now in the walk phase, and we have generated some outstanding lessons 
learned on how we can support the air components all the way from the unit level up to the Office 
of Competitive Activities’ [department-wide] level and everywhere in between,” he said. 
A new information warfare operations center was designed to “see how we could take all the 
convergence of capabilities and authorities that we have to support all of the air components with 
their operations, activities, and investments,” he said. 
Hensley, who spent a year as deputy commander, is just the third commander since the 16th Air 
Force was reactivated in 2019 to bring together the many facets of the Air Force’s non-kinetic 
capabilities, including AFCYBER. 
 
 
 
  

https://www.airandspaceforces.com/information-warfare-16th-air-force-unity-of-effort/
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792nd Intelligence Support Squadron 
Bridges Training Gaps 

Through Digital University 
Adapted from an article by Matthew McGovern 

 
JOINT BASE PEARL HARBOR-HICKAM, HI -- The constantly evolving world of cyber 
intelligence requires continuous improvement. To fill cyber training gaps and ramp up coding 
and data science skills for 110 Airmen, the 792nd Intelligence Support Squadron leadership 
team turned to Digital University. 

Digital University (DU), a new low-
cost Air Force training platform, 
allows the squadron’s Airmen who 
operate the Distributed Common 
Ground System (DCGS) to broaden 
their data science knowledge, and 
increase their coding skills with 
Python, a common DCGS 
programming language. 
“Through Digital University we 
were able to develop a pipeline for 
training with milestones and quality 
checks that allowed us to build the 
skill set needed to advance and adapt 
to the mission,” said Lt. Col. 
Christina Decker, 792 ISS 
commander. 
Airmen assigned to Hickam’s 
DCGS produce valuable 
intelligence from field collected 
data from platforms such as: the U-
2 Dragon Lady, RQ-4 Global Hawk, 
MQ-9 Reaper and other ISR 
platforms. 

“Digital University’s breadth of available content allowed 792nd ISS members to take mandated 
training from unit leadership while also offering an extensive catalog for members to choose 
relevant courses across necessary cyber topics at zero cost to the unit,” said Decker. 
The 792 ISS, subordinate to the 480th Intelligence Surveillance and Reconnaissance Wing, uses 
DU training to better support the DCGS and all units under the wing. 

U.S. Air Force Tech. Sgt. Jason Ocampo (top) 792nd Intelligence Support 
Squadron, Intelligence Surveillance and Reconnaissance data operator, 
discusses training program languages with Staff Sgt. Dylan Matt, 792nd ISS, 
ISR non-commissioned officer in charge, at Joint Base Pearl Harbor-Hickam 
July 10, 2024. Airmen from the 792nd ISS support the Distributed Common 
Ground System, the Air Force’s primary intelligence, surveillance, and 
reconnaissance analysis and exploitation weapon system at Joint Base 
Hickam-Hawaii. (U.S. Air Force courtesy photo) 
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As a result of the training, the 792nd Airmen were able to make “several automation scripts, 
visualization tools, and structure raw data so they can change data into visualized information 
faster,” she said. 
Digital University labs also allow Airmen to work on AI and machine learning-based projects in 
a secure environment within the government cloud infrastructure. 
Digital University’s design team lead Ron Stevens and his team are responsible for facilitating 
cyber training vital to cyber readiness across the force. 
“We define our roadmap and discuss our features from the lens of how we can continue to make 
DU more engaging for airmen, how we can make the training more valuable for Airmen, and 
how we can ensure that DU is fully accessible to every Airmen who wants or needs access to it,” 
said Stevens. 
Decker and her 792nd ISS team took advantage of these training platforms over the last 14-16 
months. 
This training “changed how the squadron’s mission is supported by providing increased cyber 
expertise, positively affecting unit operations,” said Decker. 
Lt. Col. Hillery Anderson commands the 8th Intelligence Squadron, a unit that also contributes 
to the 480th ISRW mission. 
Anderson noticed the success of the 792 ISS and DU prompting collaboration with Decker and 
her coding team to pull out crucial elements of DCGS data, saving the 8 IS nearly 500-man hours 
each week. 
“Operations in the 8 IS requires continuous improvements in automation for our analytic 
processes to meet the demands for support to joint targeting,” said Anderson. “I approached Lt. 
Col. Decker with the idea to embed her coders and programmers with our Analysis and 
Exploitation Teams, leveraging their talents to enable faster tech development and ops 
integration for the DCGS mission.” 
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16th Air Force Hosts Finland’s Inaugural Visit 
Enhancing Cyber Defense 

Adapted from an article by Matthew McGovern 

JOINT BASE SAN ANTONIO-LACKLAND, TX -- Eight Defense Command Finland Cyber 
Defense delegates visited 16th Air Force (Air forces Cyber) June 12, for their first key-leader 
engagement, building a foundation for mutual, bilateral cyber defense. 
The delegation arrived on the heels 
of a newly signed letter of intent 
between Defense Command 
Finland and U.S. European 
Command. The letter marks the 
beginning of an advanced cyber 
partnership based on the united 
vision to advance cyber defenses 
between allies and partners. 
Lt. Gen. Kevin Kennedy, 16 AF (Air 
Forces Cyber) commander, 
referenced the letter during opening 
remarks alongside Lt. Gen. Kari 
Nisula, Defense Command Finland 
operations deputy chief of staff, who signed the letter on behalf of Finland. 
“This is a great start, knowing that you signed the letter of intent with EUCOM J3 and together 
we can execute the operational development plan (ODP),” said Kennedy. “This is a proven 
mechanism we use with many NATO partners to get to business and make sure we achieve unity 
of effort.” 
The ODP outlines milestones and shared lines of effort to allow for speedy cyberspace 
relationship growth and clarity of effort throughout the 16 AF and EUCOM structure. 
“The EUCOM commander, [U.S. Army Gen. Christopher G. Cavoli] looks to our headquarters 
to integrate with cyber command and the forces we have aligned in the EUCOM theater to 
support him and the NATO nations,” said Kennedy.  “Today, we’ll discuss how we’ll work 
together as NATO nations and how we’ll operate, as well as discuss the framework we will use 
going forward.” 
This framework supports the growth of readiness and cooperation along five lines of effort: 
policy, training, capability development, cyber operations, and interoperability. 
“Interoperability is built upon a foundation of information sharing and how we share at all levels 
across our respective commands,” said Kennedy. “I find interoperability tremendously 
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important--interoperability of our training, our systems and successful information sharing 
within those systems.” 
Finnish leadership established interoperability with 16 AF personnel by gathering personal 
contacts, synchronizing information, and discussing guidance for the ODP. 
Sixteenth Air Force leadership provided an overview of U.S. cyber operations, roles and 
responsibilities, authorities, and best practices for integrating full spectrum cyber into multi-
domain operations. 
“This is precisely what we are looking for,” said Lt. Gen. Kari Nisula, Defense Command 
Finland operations deputy chief of staff. “This is part of the ODP to ensure we find the right 
actors, stakeholders, and responsibilities as a part of this ODP and recognize all the relevant parts 
that we have to communicate and build on additional things for future years.” 
Defense Command Finland plans on a strong future partnership with 16th Air Force and intends 
to further develop their cyber program. 
“In the current networked world, building trusted partnerships with great partners, over military-
boundaries, is the way to be able to counter efficiently against the adversary activities,” said 
Nisula. “Common shared situational awareness in cyber domain is vital and we need the ability 
to plan and execute full spectrum cyberspace operations together.” 
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AFTAC Invites FLOs 
To Tour WC-135 at Homestead ARB 

Adapted from an article by Susan A. Romano, AFTAC/PA 

HOMESTEAD AIR RESERVE BASE, FL -- The commander of the Air Force Technical 
Applications Center (AFTAC) invited several Foreign Liaison Officers (FLO) assigned to U.S. 
Southern Command to tour the WC-135 Constant Phoenix June 25, when the jet flew from Offutt 
AFB, NE, to Homestead ARB, FL. 

The intent was to give the FLOs the 
opportunity to learn about the 
contributions and capabilities of the 
aircraft while strengthening those 
international partnerships in order to 
facilitate future collaborations to 
counter nuclear threats in the region. 
The FLOs were representatives 
from Paraguay, Peru, Panama, 
Brazil, Chile, Argentina and 
Ecuador, all countries in 
USSOUTHCOM’s areas of 
responsibility. 
The WC-135 is an atmospheric 
collection aircraft that collects 
airborne effluents and particulates 
in the atmosphere to help AFTAC 
execute its nuclear treaty 
monitoring mission. Air sampling 
missions are routinely carried out 

throughout the world, and AFTAC is working with the U.S. State Department and the Combatant 
Commands to expand its reach in Central and South America. 
“One of the main objectives of this international outreach effort is to help the foreign liaison 
officers understand what baseline radiation levels are, why baseline sorties are important to 
national security, and how partnerships with other nations are essential to providing accurate 
assessments in the event of a nuclear test or incident,” said Col. James A. Finlayson, AFTAC 
commander.“  We have shared interests with our neighbors in the southern hemisphere, and being 
able to show them in person what the Constant Phoenix’s capabilities are is invaluable.” 

1st Lt. Jacob Weinberg, a nuclear response officer for the 21st Surveillance 
Squadron, briefs several foreign liaison officers assigned to U.S. Southern 
Command during their visit to Homestead Air Reserve Base, Fla. The FLOs 
toured the Air Force Technical Applications Center’s nuclear debris 
collection aircraft, the WC-135 Constant Phoenix, June 25, 2024, to learn 
more about the jet’s capabilities. (U.S. Air Force photo by Matthew S. 
Jurgens) 
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Six of the seven FLOs were from Spanish-speaking countries, so AFTAC requested the 
assistance of Lt. Col. Maria Methe, commander of the 45th Reconnaissance Squadron (home 
base for the WC-135), who is fluent in Spanish. This was a huge win for everyone involved. 
“Being able to effectively communicate the inner-workings of the WC-135 to our international 
partners in their native language is so incredibly important, not just technically, but also 
culturally,” said Finlayson.  “The FLOs were so impressed with Lt. Col. Methe’s profound 
expertise and ability to explain the nuances of the mission and doing so in Spanish was just icing 
on the cake. I think two of the FLOs were so inspired by her energy and knowledge that they 
wanted to adopt her!” 
While the WC-135 has had mission-related operators and maintainers from other host nations 
onboard, this event was the first time AFTAC has hosted this number of foreign nationals on the 
jet. 
“We are in the midst of planning extended sorties in USSOUTHCOM’s area of responsibility, 
which is why we wanted to showcase the aircraft to our Central and South American partners,” 
said Jeff Dyball, AFTAC’s Combatant Command Liaison Officer. “Agencies can share 
documents, slide shows, talking papers, and even conduct video teleconferences, but nothing is 
more effective and impactful than seeing something up close and in person. We appreciate all 
the support we got from SOUTHCOM, Homestead ARB, the 55th Wing at Offutt, and 12th Air 
Force at Davis-Monthan AFB, Ariz. Without their assistance and willingness to support, I’m not 
sure if this event would have been as successful as it was.” 
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***************************************************************************************** 

Aloha Chapter 
Honolulu, HI 

John “Tilly” Toillion, President 
Chapter Contact: alohatilly@hawaii.rr.com 

 

 
 
 

Aloha All – 
While our Chapter didn’t meet since the last RIT; our 
biggest news is the selection of CMSgt Ken “Hopi” 
Hopkins selection to the Hall of Honor. Mahalo 
(“Thanks”) to all those who provided assistance in 
Hopi’s long over due selection. 
As always, Aloha Chapter’s 'E komo mai.” (Welcome) 
mat is always out for any of you traveling to this 
beautiful place.” 
Until next time – “Aloha ā hui hou” – (until we meet 
again). 
 
 
 
 
John “Tilly” Toillion 
Aloha Chapter President 

  

FTVA CHAPTER NEWS 
Forward your chapter inputs at any time (monthly, weekly or all at once) to Dennis Buxton, RIT Editor, at 
newsletter@ftva.us or dennis.buxton@me.com. Please include captions and names on all photos submitted. 
Submissions can be in any form or format, and I will edit. 

 

CMSgt (ret) Ken "Hopi" Hopkins 

mailto:alohatilly@hawaii.rr.com
mailto:newsletter@ftva.us
mailto:dennis.buxton@me.com
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Alamo Chapter 
San Antonio, TX 

Ken Williams, President 
Chapter Contact: kennbobb@aol.com 

 
The Russians Are Coming! The Russians Are 

Coming! 
The Alamo Chapter of the FTVA held its June meeting at the 
Alamo Café Restaurant on the 22d. After calling the meeting 
to order at 1230 PM, President Ken Williams introduced the 
guest speaker, Dr. (Colonel, USA retired) Bob Ryan. Wearing 
the uniform (purchased ‘under the table’ after the fall of the 
Soviet Union in Russia) of a Soviet Union Air Force Colonel, 
Dr. Ryan regaled the 22 chapter members and guests with 
tales and anecdotes of his long career as a Soviet-era analyst, 
linguist, and subject matter expert. Several chapter members 
also got a chance to practice their Russian language skills with 
the “Soviet Colonel.” After a fun question and answer period, 
members enjoyed lunch and fellowship. The next meeting is 
slated for Thursday, July 18th, same location and time. There 

being no new business, the 
meeting adjourned at 1330. 
Photos (credit to Ken 
Williams) below depict the 
members and the special 
occasion. 
 
 
 
 
  

Above: "Soviet Air Force Colonel", Dr 
Bob Ryan. 

Above: Chapter member Dave Shroads reading the 
‘curriculum vitae’ of "Soviet Colonel" Dr. Bob Ryan. 
Right: Chapter President Ken Williams introducing the 
distinguished guest at the June 22 meeting of the Alamo 
Chapter. 

mailto:kennbobb@aol.com
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Above (l-r): Anne Williams, Doug Williams, Darby Stacey, Elise 
Colacicco, and Vince Colacicco 

Above (l-r): Dr. (Col-ret) Bob Ryan, John Dunn, John 
Lopes, Richard Yanagimoto, Bob Crabtree, Donna 
Crabtree, Shiela Williams 

Above table (l-r): Dennis Rasmussen, Dennis Killian, Dennis Buxton, Dan Martin, Pepito Figueroa, Pete Siegel, Ed Barnes, 
Nancy Larson, and Ken Maynard 
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Alamo Chapter August Meeting 
The Alamo Chapter of the FTVA held its monthly meeting at the Alamo Café Restaurant on 15 
August 2024. Twenty members, spouses, and one guest enjoyed lunch and fellowship. President 
Ken Williams called the meeting to order at 1230 pm. The following items were discussed: 

• A Thank You card from Carol Gendolfe was 
read thanking the Alamo Chapter for a plant 
we sent for Ken Gendolfe’s funeral service. 

• A list of the recent selectees to the Hall of 
Honor was read: (Col, USAF ret) Gordon 
Issler, Mr. (GS-15, USAF ret) Steve 
Doucette, Lt Col (USAF, ret) Darby Stacey, 
CMSgt (USAF, ret/deceased) Ed Bendinelli, 
CMSgt (USAF, ret/deceased Ken Hopkins) 
and MSgt (USAF, ret/deceased) Neal Cooper 
will all be inducted on 18 October 2024. 

• A recent fall/injury suffered by Col (USAF, 
ret) Bob Cope was discussed and his address 
provided to all who want to send him a Get-
Well card: Bob Cope, 600 Carolina Village Rd #508, Hendersonville, NC 28792. 

• The next meeting is slated for Thursday, 15 September, same location, and time. There being 
no new business, we adjourned at 1330. 

Attendees 
Ken and Shiela Williams 

Ron and Kay Weaver 
Bob and Donna Crabtree 

Dan Martin 
Pete Siegel 

Vince and Elise Colacicco 
Bill Sheck 
John Lopes 
John Dunn 

Greg Mahoney 
Paul Turner 
Jesse Greene 
JD Vidrine 

Brian Vidrine (guest) 
Lanny Abee 
Lee Anthony 

Dennis Rassmussen 
  

Above (l-r): Donna Crabtree and Bob Crabtree, Kay 
Weaver and Ron Weaver, Paul Turner, Ken Williams. 
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*Photos and input by Ken Williams 

 

  

Above (l-r): John Lopes and Jesse Greene, Lenny Abee, Greg Mahoney, Lee Anthony 
and Dennis Rassmussen. 

Right (l-r): Pete Siegel, Elise 
Colacicco, Dan Martin, Vince 
Colacicco and Bill Scheck. 
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Heritage Chapter 
San Angelo, TX 

Ronald ‘JJ’ Graham, President 
Chapter Contact: waynebascom@gmail.com 

 

“JJ” Graham Retires 
Submission and photos by Wayne Bascom 

FTVA Heritage Chapter's own Ron "JJ" Graham retired after 50 years 
of continuous government service. CMSgt (ret) Graham served 30 
years in the Air Force as a Signals Intelligence Analyst and 20 years 

civil service as a Training Development Manager and Instructor in the Plans and Programs Flight of 
the 316th Training Squadron on Goodfellow AFB, Texas. 
JJ was born in Patterson, NJ, and entered the Air Force in 1974. 
As a career cryptologic intelligence analyst, he served in a number 
of challenging positions in both the operational and training 
environment, including technical reporter, advisory support 
analyst, senior reporter, Surveillance and Warning Center 
Supervisor, Air Force technical training instructor, training flight 
superintendent, and operations superintendent. 
He finished his career as the Command Cryptologic Intelligence 
Manager for the Air Education and Training Command. JJ has 
also served as adjunct faculty for various NCO Leadership 
Schools, and for the National Cryptologic School at Fort Meade, 
MD. 

  

Above, JJ presents a heartfelt and tearful speech to his 
audience, depicted below left. The auditorium was packed. 
In the foreground left to right are Chapter Member Scott 
Dickson, Diane Ross (wife of the late Larry Ross), Pat Miller, 
and Chapter VP Larry Miller. 

mailto:waynebascom@gmail.com
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In addition to his many assignments, JJ was also part of a select two-man team sent to Ukraine to 
educate the Ukrainian Air Force on how our Air Force recruits, trains, and retrains enlisted personnel. 
JJ has one daughter who lives in Alabama, three grandchildren, and two great-grandchildren. 
JJ has also been the President of the Heritage Chapter of the FTVA continuously for the past 18 years. 
His retirement celebration was a major event for both the base and the city, which necessitated the 
program to be held at the City Auditorium (aka Concert Hall). 

 
 

Congratulations JJ, on a 
career well-served. 

  

Heritage Chapter Vice-President Larry Miller presents JJ with a gift from the Chapter commemorating his 50 years of service. 
Chapter Member Marc Kirner assists with the presentation. 
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Happy 90th Birthday Gary! 
Submission by Wayne Bascom 

Photos courtesy of the Belcher Family 

Heritage Chapter member Major (ret) Gary Belcher celebrated his 90th birthday here is San Angelo. 
Gary is one of our USAFSS pioneers and several chapter members joined in with his family to 
celebrate this milestone. The following photos commemorate the milestone event. 

 
 
 
 

 
 
  

Above left, Three Amigos swapping ‘war 
stories. (l-r) Tommy Smart, Tom Nurre, and the 
birthday boy, Gary Belcher. Above, Gary 
Belcher with granddaughter about to blow out 
the birthday candles after making a wish. Left, 
the Belcher Clan (Gary third from left) poses 
just before breaking out into an acapella 
version of “Happy Birthday”. 
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Mid-Atlantic Region Chapter 
Fort George G. Meade, MD 

Jerry Gething, President 
Chapter Contact: sharong@thefrizzellhome.us 

 

Fall Social in Planning Stages 
Submission by Bob Bastian 

bobbast@comcast.net 

July, August, and September have been and will be a slow period for our Chapter. Summer 
vacations, back-to-school preparations (and starting back-to-school) for some, and all kinds of 
other activities by those still working or already retired. 
However, we are planning a Fall Social to take 
place after the Annual FTVA Reunion in San 
Antonio. Dates and venue are still being 
discussed, with the most likely dates either 26/27 
October or 2/3 November. Venue options 
discussed included York, PA, 
Hampton/Yorktown, VA, or Washington D.C. 
We’re looking for members to volunteer to help 
plan, coordinate, and conduct the social, so please 
contact Bob Bastian (bobbast@comcast.net) 
and/or Jim Griffie (jwgriffie@yahoo.com). 
We would also like to thank the following 
members for helping to plan our previous 
(Spring) social event this year and participating 
as well! We hope to grow this list in October and 
in the future with meetings and/or events in 
Pennsylvania, Maryland, D.C. and Virginia. 

Event Committee 
Jim Griffie, Sharon Frizzell, Beth Yandow, Bob Bastian, and Mike Summers 

Host/Emcee: Jerry Gething, Chapter President 
Attendees: Andy Alexander, Bob Bastian, Tom Besterfeldt, Lew Call, Al Dowling, David 

Drobnicki, Sharon Frizell, Trish and Jerry Gething, Paul Gifford, Mark Graham, Jim Griffie, 
Brenda Haywood, Ed and Francesca Kirkham, Tom Rinderle, Anna and Dick Smith, Frank 

Stross, Laura and Mike Summers, Gary Swansiger, Cindy and Lee Wofford. 
  

MARC Members Boldly Searching the Galaxy for a 
suitable venue for the planned Fall Social (photo by 
NASA, James Webb Telescope). 

mailto:sharong@thefrizzellhome.us
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We’ve also been fortunate to have members connect via Zoom to some of our monthly meetings: 
Lew Call, Stu Crawford, Steve Hessel, Tom Henning, Gary Parker, Alan Ramsey, Tom Rinderle, 
Al Washington, James Kinney, MW Graham, Dick Smith, James Griffie, and Beth Yandow 
One of the challenges we are facing is the cost of U.S. Post Office Box rental fees ($248 for 
October 2023 – October 2024). If other chapters have different solutions for receiving mail, 
please let us know! 
That’s all for now! Hope those of you attending the Annual Reunion in October have a safe trip 
and a great time! 
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Rocky Mountain Chapter 
Colorado Springs, CO 

Greg Roman and Stan Cook Co-Presidents 
Chapter Contact: g.eichelberger08@yahoo.com 

 
 
 
 

보고할 내용 없음 
 
 
**************************************************************************** 

Wasatch Chapter 
Salt Lake City, UT 

Jacob Scheid, President 
Chapter Contact: lawson.scott1@gmail.com 

 
 

Чистый тихий 
 

 

***************************************************************************************** 

Gold Country Chapter 
Yuba City, CA 

John Aurelius, President 
Chapter Contact: jaurelius@mikodi.com 

 
 
 

-. . - / --.- ..- .. . - 
 

  

mailto:g.eichelberger08@yahoo.com
mailto:lawson.scott1@gmail.com
mailto:jaurelius@mikodi.com
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FTVA Annual Reunion 
17 Oct 2024 

Golf Tournament 
18 Oct 2024 

Hall of Honor, Remembrance Ceremony, Picnic 
19 Oct 2024 

General Membership Meeting, Banquet 
 
The dates 17-19 October are firm. See following pages for more details. 
In addition, reunion information is posted on the FTVA Web Site. 
Please address any issues relating to FTVA website access or membership to 
MemberSupport@ftva.us. 
  

REUNIONS & 
ANNOUNCEMENTS 

https://ftva.us/
mailto:MemberSupport@ftva.us


Remain In Touch                                                                                                                            September 2024 

29 

Reunion Details 
Submitted by Ted Colquhoun 

Contact: ted.colquhoun13@gmail.com 
 

Howdy Y’all, 
Ted Colquhoun here and I am the social committee lead for this year’s Anniversary Banquet. 
I’m writing to let you know this year’s FTVA/16 AF’s anniversary events (17-19 Oct 2024) are 
just around the corner, and I want to make sure you have all the information in one place for all 
the events. You will notice there are several locations listed on some events. This is due to the 
timing of the events, guest speaker and weather. We will post final locations as soon as we know 
them. 
Our sequence of events for this year are: 
17 Oct 24 – FTVA Golf Tournament (Golf Club of Texas). Bob Benitez is the organizer, and 
sign-up information is on the registration form below. 
18 Oct 24 – Hall of Honor Induction (Lackland AFB - Gateway Club or HQ 16 AF). Mr. Lee 
Anthony and his team did a great job and submitted an outstanding list of inductees this year: 

Col-Ret Gordon D. Issler 
GS-15-Ret Steven C. Doucette 

Lt Col-Ret J. Darby Stacey 
CMSgt-Ret Edward A. Bendinelli (Deceased) 
CMSgt-Ret Kenneth J. Hopkins (Deceased) 

MSgt-Ret Neal B. Cooper (Deceased 
18 Oct 24 – Remembrance Ceremony (Lackland AFB Parade Ground or Security Hill EC-47 
or HQ 16 AF) 
18 Oct 24 – Annual Picnic – Stapleton Park on Security Hill. 
19 Oct 24 – Annual Membership Meeting – conducted by a zoom call-in at 10:00 AM. Details 
for the dial-in or sign-in will be provided by Mr. Roy Burnett as we get closer to the events. 
19 Oct 24 – Annual Banquet - Finally, the culmination of the festivities is the FTVA Annual 
Banquet (Lackland AFB - Gateway Club) 5:30-10:30 PM 
I am the POC for the banquet and will collect all the reservations and checks for money for the 
tickets. Banquet theme, information and reservations directions are below: 

Celebrating Five Years of 16th Air Force’s Excellence 
  

mailto:ted.colquhoun13@gmail.com


Remain In Touch                                                                                                                            September 2024 

30 

BANQUET RESERVATION 
19 October 2024 

(1730 - 2230) 
COST: $40 per Person 

Make Check Payable to: FREEDOM THROUGH VIGILANCE ASSOCIATION 
Mail to: Ted Colquhoun 

130 Kendall Parkway 
Boerne, TX 78015 

(210) 563-3414 
NOTE: Reservations must be received NLT 12 October 2024 

 
MENU 

(Subject to minor changes and served Buffet style) 
Spring Blend Salad with crumbled Blue Cheese & Balsamic Vinaigrette 

Beef Tenderloin with Bordelaise Sauce 
Breast of Chicken topped with Avocado, Tomato and Swiss-American Cheese 

Roasted Rosemary Potatoes 
Five Cheese Macaroni & Cheese 

Asparagus with Sliced Roasted Almonds 
Yeast Rolls & Butter (Served with Salad) 

Dessert Flower (Cinnamon Tortilla Shell with Vanilla Ice Cream, topped with 
Pecan/Coconut/Carmel and Fanned Strawberry) 

Iced Tea and Served Coffee 
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Golf Tournament 
Submitted by Bob Benitez 

Contact: fourfor4@satx.rr.com 
 

WHEN: Thursday, 17 Oct, 1000 shotgun start; check-in begins at 0900. Check in before 
0930 or you may lose your slot! 
WHERE:  The Golf Club of Texas; 13600 Briggs Ranch, San Antonio, TX 78245; (210) 504-
2550 
DIRECTIONS: See Map/Directions Below 
ENTRY INFO: The entry fee is $65 per person and includes green fees, range balls, carts, 
prizes, skills challenges, and the meal to be served after the tournament. Entry fees are due NLT 
3 Oct 2024. 
All former members of USAFSS, ESC, AFIC, AIA, AFISRA, 24AF, 25AF and current/former 
members of the 16AF and associated units, and guests, may participate. Entries will be limited 
to the first 144 paid players to sign up, and the entry fee must be paid on or before the deadline 
of 3 Oct 2024. Please note that the field frequently fills up well before the deadline. 
FORMAT: 4-PERSON FLORIDA SCRAMBLE. Each player hits a tee shot, the best ball is 
selected, and all players play from that spot, and so on until the hole is completed. Rule sheet 
and other information provided at the tournament. Enter as a single, two-some or field a full team 
of 4. I will create teams of 4 from singles and 2-somes. 
ADDITIONAL INFO 
Rental Clubs. Please note that the golf course has only a limited number of rental clubs 
available. If needed, please let me know ASAP and whether you need right-handed or left-
handed men’s or women’s clubs. 
Cash or Check Only. Also please note that the golf tournament does not have the ability to 
accept credit or debit cards. The only acceptable payments are checks or cash only. Checks will 
be deposited the day after the tournament in case we must cancel due to weather or other 
circumstances. 
Charlie Copy. If you include an e-mail address on your entry form, we will acknowledge receipt. 

COMPLETE THE FORM BELOW, DETACH AND MAIL THE FORM AND CHECK 
 
 

 
  

Make checks payable to “FTVA”. Please mail 
entry form and check to: 

Bob Benitez 
9739 Dahlia 

Helotes, TX 78023 

Email: fourfor4@satx.rr.com 
   

mailto:fourfor4@satx.rr.com
mailto:fourfor4@satx.rr.com
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ENTRIES & ENTRY FEES DUE NO LATER THAN 3 Oct 2024 

NAME         Phone #. (   )_______________________ 
E-MAIL        _______ 
Team Member:          
Team Member:          
Team Member:          

The Golf Club of Texas 
13600 Briggs Ranch 

San Antonio, TX 78245 
(210) 504-2550 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Take Highway 90 West from San Antonio to Highway 211 North/Texas Research Parkway. Go 
approximately 1 mile and turn right at Briggs Ranch. Go a short distance to a dead end (T 
intersection) and turn right. Follow the road to the parking lot. If coming via Potranco Road from 
the east, turn left onto Highway 211 South and drive approximately 2 miles and turn left onto 
Briggs Ranch. 
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6994th Security Squadron Reunion 
Submitted by Rick Yeh 

Contact: blk67cougar@gmail.com 

The 6994th Security Squadron held its 2024 reunion at the Doubletree Inn in Grand Rapids, MI 
from 22-24 August 2024. Thirty-four Veterans and 36 guests enjoyed a weekend of tours of local 
attractions like the Gerald R. Ford Presidential Library and the Frederik Meijer Garden and 
Sculpture Park in Grand Rapids. The 6994th conducted the Airborne Radio Direction Finding 
mission in Vietnam/Thailand from 1966 to 1974. 
Thursday’s registration activities were pleasantly interrupted by the appearance of Food 
Network’s Celebrity Chef Robert Irvine, who posed for photos with a few of the reunion 
attendees. Friday, the group enjoyed a feast of complimentary salads and pizzas provided by the 
Gary Sinise foundation. 
At the banquet, the squadron presented Vietnam War 50th Anniversary Commemorative Pins and 
Certificates of Appreciation and EC-47 Challenge Coins to five 6994th Veterans, the wife of one 
of the Veterans-- who happened to have been a USAFSS Morse Intercept Operator—and an 
Army veteran. The squadron also presented a 50th Anniversary Surviving Spouse pin, certificate 
and challenge coin to the spouse of one of our Fallen Eagles and her son. The banquet concluded 
with a raffle of a variety of hand-crafted items. The photos below commemorate the annual event. 

The Recognitions 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 
 

 
 

 
  

mailto:blk67cougar@gmail.com
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Breaking Bread & Fellowship 
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Taking Attendance 
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Mementos 
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P.O. BOX 691616 
San Antonio, TX 78269 

 

PLATINUM PARTNERS 
Prop Wash Gang 

Mrs. Doyle E. Larson 
(IMO Maj Gen Doyle E. Larson) 

 
GOLD PARTNERS 

Security Services Federal Credit Union 
Engrave-Tech & Graphics 

Anonymous 
(IMO MSgt Robert "Bob" Fenstermacher) 

Regis F.A. Urschler 
(IMO Maj Gen Doyle Larson and 

Tom Tennant) 
Greg Radabaugh 

 
SILVER PARTNERS 

Anthony F. Jensen 
Grover Jackson 

William F. Sheck 
Bob & Debbie Cope 

“Picnic Partners” 
Donald Bundy 

 
  

FTVA VIGILANT PARTNERS 
POC: Karen “Bam” Rolirad 
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BRONZE PARTNERS 
Mark and Amy Hess 

Ronald Hentz 
(IHO Col Bob Cope) 

Jack V. Brewer 
E.W. Forbess 

 
PATRON PARTNERS 

CMSgt Roger Towberman 
James Mayer 

Charles Bishop 
Edward Sellmeyer 

 

 
 
 

Thank You VPs! Your continued 
support is vital in helping us 
continue the FTVA mission. 
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Received word of the following losses from caring relatives, friends and 
obituaries and we offer prayers and sympathy to the families. 
“It is the soldier above all others who prays for peace, for it is the soldier who must 
suffer and bear the deepest wounds and scars of war.” Douglas MacArthur 
____________________________________________________________________________ 
Anderson, Charles, R., MSgt (ret), USAFSS 
Baker, Thomas G., CMSgt (ret), USAFSS *** FTVA Lifetime Member 
Barbour, Francis D., MSgt (ret), USAF 
Beard, Bill, CMSgt (ret), USAFSS ***FTVA Hall of Honor 
Beard, Ronald, L., SSgt, USAFSS 
Biehle, John, USAFSS 
Bilderback, Carl E., Col (ret), Air Force Intelligence Command 
Bowen, William P., USAFSS 
Brooks, Martin J., USAF 
Cahill, Lawrence G., USAFSS *** FTVA Lifetime Member 
Chadwick, Daniel G., SSgt, USAFSS 
Cox, Albert G., USAFSS 
Ehrenberger, Robert Merrill, USAFSS 
Failor, Bruce E., USAFSS 
Fordham, Virgil C., Major (ret), USAFSS ***FTVA Member 
Frank, David, H., Lt Col (ret), USAFSS *** FTVA Lifetime Member 
Gatesman, Robert, E., A1C, USAFSS 
Gauvin, David G., USAFSS 
Gendolfe, Kenneth, CMSgt (ret), USAFSS ***FTVA Hall of Honor 
Hansberger, William A., MSgt (ret), USAFSS 
Harlan, Wesley R., SSgt, USAF 
Haynie, Don C., TSgt (ret), USAFSS ***FTVA Member 
Hoyt, Scott C., USAFSS 
Hrivnak, Thomas J., SMSgt (ret), USAFSS 
Kaczynski, Henry Matthew, USAFSS 
Kohn, Daniel J., Colonel (ret), USAFSS *** FTVA Lifetime Member 
Krakowski, Robert, USAFSS 
Lewis, Matthew B., USAF 
Luffman, Herman, USAFSS 

FALLEN EAGLES 
Compiled by Joe Figueroa, Associate Editor 

Contact: falleneagles@ftva.us 
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Matusch, Thomas, MSgt (ret), Electronic Security Command 
McBride, John Michael “Mike”, USAFSS 
Murray, Thomas Leo, USAFSS 
O’Brien, James E, A1C, USAFSS 
Pitchford, Keith Owens, Maj (ret), USAFSS ***FTVA Lifetime Member 
Rock, Duane Alan, A1C, USAFSS 
Rolon, Thomas “Eddie”, MSgt (ret), Electronic Security Command 
Saulmon, Harvey R., USAFSS 
Senderling, Steven A., A1C, USAFSS 
Smith, Earl S., SMSgt (ret), USAFSS 
Starkweather, Gail A., SSgt, Electronic Security Command ***FTVA Lifetime Member 
Stendel, Curtis L., USAFSS 
Stewart, Gary Lee, Col (ret), USAFSS 
____________________________________________________________________________ 
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**************************************************************************** 
Anderson, Charles R., MSgt (ret), 87, passed away April 25, 2024. His 
adventurous spirit led him from Italy, Germany, Greece, and Turkey to 
Utah, Colorado, Montana, Wyoming, Arizona, and New Mexico. Andy's 
commitment to service led him to join the U.S. Air Force at the age of 
17 where he served honorably for 22 years. His initial duty station was 
Keesler AFB where he received specialized training in the 
communications field. His expertise and dedication earned him the role 
of instructor in return assignments to Keesler. During tours of duty 
outside the U.S. Andy was assigned to various strategically significant 
locations around the world, including Taiwan, Midway Island and his 

favorite duty station of all, Turkey. He served for many years in Karamursel, Turkey, where one 
of the infamous "elephant cage" antennas was located. Andy's military journey concluded with 
his retirement in 1975, with Kelly Air Force Base marking his final duty station. Left to cherish 
his memory are his beloved wife, Mary; his daughter, Janet Staub, and her husband, Les Gerrard 
of Mansfield, Texas and Winter Garden, Florida. //Obit – San Antonio Express News// 
**************************************************************************** 

Baker, Thomas G., CMSgt (ret), 79, passed away April 6, 2024. Tom 
enlisted in the USAF in 1962. He served many years overseas in Italy, 
Misawa, Japan, and Germany. He earned certification in the cryptologic 
training system from the National Security Agency (NSA) and retired 
after 30 years of service. Tom was an active member of the Air Force 
Association (AFA). He was Secretary and Treasurer of the Pennsylvania 
state-level Chapter of the AFA and was named Man of the Year in 2002. 
Tom was a lifelong member of St. Michael Catholic Church and devoted 
many years of service to Greenlawn Cemetery, the Barbara Zanker Fund 
and Vocations Committee. In 2015, Tom received the Prince Gallitzin 

Cross Award in recognition for his many years of service and ministry in the church. He 
volunteered with Relay for Life over 15 years and held many extra fundraisers to support the 
goals for the American Cancer Society and won the 2014 Volunteer of the Year Award. //Obit 
– Sorge Funeral Home// 
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**************************************************************************** 
Barbour, Francis D., MSgt (ret), 87, passed away February 8, 2024. 
Francis enlisted in the USAF in 1954. He was one of the first black 
servicemen to be assigned to the Intelligence Career Field and after years 
of proving himself as a notable asset, Frank was chosen for an elite group 
brought together to establish the combat intelligence criteria for the new 
Air Force weapon systems that included the B-58 and the FB-111 low 
altitude strategic bombers. Frank assisted with writing the Combat 
Intelligence portions of Air Crew Manuals relating to the mission tactics 
of these weapon systems. F. D. Barbour was a member of the NATO team. 
This entailed tactful and diplomatic meetings with Allied Military 

Intelligence Representatives from all NATO countries allowing our allies to realize they were a 
necessary and integral part of the Single Integrated Operations Plan (SIOP). Francis was assigned 
to a "startup Intelligence Unit" in the early stages of the United States involvement in the 
Vietnam Conflict in 1964. The task was to develop strategies that would lead to successful tactics 
that were later refined and found to be extremely effective in the Desert Storm Conflict of the 
Persian Gulf decades later. Being involved in the planning of the first air strike against 
communist forces outside of the boundaries of South Vietnam, and other operations, earned 
Francis D Barbour the Bronze Star. Subsequent operations earned Barbour the Air Force 
Meritorious Service Medal just to name a few. On a lighter note, Frank was the honor graduate 
of his NCO Academy Preparatory School and was appointed mayor of the military housing 
complex known as Glory Farms at RAF Upper Heyford, Gloustershire, England where he also 
raised his family for several years. Barbour served as Equal Opportunity NCO for the 544th 
Intelligence Wing at Offutt AFB, Bellevue, Nebraska where he retired as an Intelligence 
Operations Superintendent in the Grade of E-7, Master Sergeant. He is survived by his wife of 
over 68 years Diane (Brigham) Barbour; his children Kevan Dennis Barbour, Donna Marie 
(Todd) Ball, Kathy Lynn (Jeff) Roberts, and Teresa Renea Getman. //Obit – Starks Family 
Funeral Home// 
**************************************************************************** 

Beard, Bill Bob, CMSgt (ret), 93, passed away June 12, 2024. He was 
born in Mansfield, TX in 1930. He attended Mansfield High School, 
graduating in 1947. In August 1947, when he turned seventeen his mother 
signed permission for him to enlist in the United States Navy. He served 
as a radio repair technician and was separated from the Navy in February 
1950. The law required personnel in given age groups to register for the 
draft. He registered and was notified by the Draft Board of Tarrant 
County, TX that his draft notice would be "mailed out" on November 1, 
1950. This was done so that he could volunteer for another branch of 
service if he did not wish to be drafted into the Army. Bill procrastinated 

until October 10, 1950 at which time he enlisted in the United States Air Force. He was sent to 
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Lackland AFB, Texas. While assigned to Lackland he took a "Battery of Aptitude Tests" to 
determine which Air Force skills he could best perform. He was then selected for assignment to 
the United States Air Force Security Service, Brooks AFB, Texas the Air Forces' Intelligence 
Service. At the commencement of his interview for a training school he was informed that he 
could have any job in the Air Force except that of a cook. This restriction was imposed because 
he did not score high enough on the "Service Aptitude Test" to serve in that capacity. He was 
asked what job he had performed in the Navy, and he told the interviewer that he had been a 
radio repair technician and a "jeep" driver. He was told that the Security Service did not have 
airplanes therefore "Follow Me" jeep drivers were not an item for consideration. He was asked 
if he had any hobbies or artistic skills that could be drawn upon, to which he replied: no. The 
interviewer then asked if he worked on "crossword" puzzles. Bill said he had tried to work on 
some puzzles but quit when he hit a snag. Upon hearing this the interviewer immediately told 
Bill that was great, and he was being assigned to a school that taught cryptoanalysis. Bill had no 
clue what this meant except that they could end the skills interview, and he could go get a cup 
of coffee. Bill attended the school and learned that he could solve "Codes and Ciphers." Upon 
graduation Bill taught the course for one and a half years at Brooks, AFB, Texas and Fort Devens, 
Massachusetts. He volunteered for overseas assignment and served tours of duty in Germany 
(3), Kelly AFB, Texas (2), the Air Force Institute of Technology, Syracuse University New York 
(2), Fort George G. Meade, Maryland, US Air Station Peshawar, Pakistan, Goodfellow AFB, 
Texas, Fairchild AFB, Washington, Yokota AB, Japan, Danang AB Republic of Vietnam, 
Eielson AFB, Alaska, and Shemya AFB, Alaska. All assignments after Fairchild AFB, 
Washington were Airborne Communications Reconnaissance Platform assignments. Flights 
were aboard the RC-130BII and RC-135C/D/M/U aircraft. During 27 plus years of service, Bill 
was awarded the Bronze Star, the Meritorious Service Medal with One Bronze Oak Leaf Cluster, 
the Air Force Air Medal with two Silver Oak Leaf Clusters, the Air Force Commendation Medal, 
Combat Crew Member with One Bronze Oak Leaf Cluster, the Air Force Good Conduct Medal 
with three Bronze Oak Leaf Clusters, the United States Army Good Conduct Medal with 5 
Bronze loops, the Army Medal of Occupation Germany, American Defense Service Medal, 
American Expeditionary Medal with One Bronze Oak Leaf Cluster, the Vietnam Service Medal 
with Three Battle Stars, and the Republic of Vietnam Campaign Medal. Bill retired from the 
United States Air Force as a Chief Master Sergeant on September 1, 1975. //Obit – Blessing 
Funeral and Cremations// 
CMSgt (ret) Beard was inducted into the FTVA Hall of Honor in 1993. //CMSgt (ret) Joseph 
“Pepito” Figueroa// 
Served with Bill for a few years. He was always friendly and easy going. I always enjoyed his 
company, both on and off duty. Also loved to hear him tell the many stories and experiences he 
had over the course of his military career. RIP old friend. Salute! //Greg Mahoney// 
Bill passed peacefully during a nap yesterday afternoon. He had just recently moved to The 
Villages (about an hour from us) in Florida to live with his oldest son Philip. His 30-year 
companion, Faye Rydell, is in a nursing home with dementia and very frail health. She was 
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informed last evening. Per his wishes, which none of us understand, there will be no services. 
He's to be interred in the national cemetery near DFW in TX. Judy and I did get to spend a day 
with him about five weeks ago. He's been frail for a few years but stayed very sharp mentally 
until the last few weeks. RIP big brother Silent Warrior! Prayers for the Beard family and for 
Miss Faye. //Butch Moore// 
Bill was my first NCOIC at the 6985th and gave me my first check ride. Later, he began calling 
me his "triple threat." I've missed him all these last 50 years! //Harry Swanson// 
Bill Beard was a TSgt in the 6913th RSM/Bremerhaven, Germany, during my year there as an 
A/1C in the early 1960s. Bill and I never served together on flying status, but I recall his name 
appearing often in USAFSS/DOR correspondence with our command’s flying squadrons. I spent 
my Silent Warrior airborne recon career (1967-1977) in the 6916th (Rhine-Main & Athens) and 
USAFSS/DOR (Kelly AFB) while Bill Beard appears to have logged his Silent Warrior years @ 
Eielson and in the Far East. //Larry Tart// 
My memories of Bill go back to Sep '67. I arrived at Yokota for my first flying assignment. One 
mission over Korea, then a long TDY to Da Nang. Bill came down in December to close out the 
6988th SEA activities and turn the mission over to the 6990th. He and Nick Santore played 
cribbage every day. Nick lost quite a few bucks on that TDY. I contributed to the cause in a poker 
game, losing to Bill with a full house to Bill's four queens; haven't played poker since. Then on 
23 Jan '68, I was on the first mission in the multi-year USS Pueblo deployment to Korea. The 
sqdn parking lot was new (no signs) and I parked my '65 Cadillac Fleetwood Brougham in Bill's 
parking space. Two days later, we got a nastygram wanting to know who the culprit was and to 
send the keys immediately, if not sooner. Bill took the car to my quarters. It all blew over and 
Bill and I forged a 57-year friendship. I'm the author of the note Butch passed on. He was my 
mentor on active duty, a close friend in retirement, and will always be my hero. //Steve Mobry// 
**************************************************************************** 

Beard, Ronald, L., SSgt, 81, passed away June 5, 2024. Ron entered 
the U.S. Air Force, serving as a Staff Sergeant in the 6989th Radio 
Squadron Mobile, USAF Security Service during the Vietnam War. 
After being honorably discharged he went on to earn a Business degree 
from North Texas University. He was the Champion Products salesman 
for many sports teams in Texas. Ron is survived by his loving family: 
daughter Kristen Beard Boyle and son-in-law Scott Boyle; son Matthew 
Beard and daughter-in-law Katie Tate Beard; son Greg Payne and 
daughter-in-law Robyn Payne. //Obit – Legacy Remembers// 
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**************************************************************************** 
Biehle, John, 80, passed away August 24, 2024. On February 20, 1981 
he married Susan (Waters) Biehle, and she survives in Montezuma. He 
is also survived by his children, Patrick & Martina Biehle of Germany, 
Mike Biehle & Andrea Carson of Germany, Jerry & Claudia Biehle of 
Germany, and Chris & Tanya Biehle of Minnesota. Jack was a veteran 
of the Air Force Security Service. //Obit – Hogen Kamp Funeral 
Home// 
 

 
**************************************************************************** 

Bilderback, Carl E., Colonel (ret), 88, passed away January 25, 2024. 
He began teaching Sunday School at age 16 and then surrendered to God's 
call to preach his senior year at Denison High School (DHS), Texas. His 
call to preach would be his life's call through all his many adventures, one 
that he never wavered to accept. After graduating from DHS in 1954, he 
attended East Texas Baptist College (now University) where he met and 
married Doris Elaine Feltman from Port Arthur, Texas. He was pastoring 
Grand Bluff Church in Beckville, TX and that is where they were 
married. Shortly after he graduated from seminary, he knelt next to his 
desk and asked God for a direction for his career. A pamphlet fell from 

his desk which read, "Have you considered the military chaplaincy?" This led to 26 years of 
amazing mission work with challenges, victories and blessings at every turn while serving in the 
United States Air Force. He would later say God led them out of the military just as clearly as 
he had led them in. The last tour was as Command Chaplain of the Air Force Intelligence 
Command, which was perhaps the most challenging of all. He retired as a full Colonel. He is 
survived by wife, Joyce (Mattingly) Bilderback, daughters Deborah E. Clark and Sheila R. 
Richardson, brother Doug and his wife Georgia (Tropp) Bilderback, sister-in law, Diane (Tropp) 
Bilderback, stepchildren Thomas (TJ) and wife Heather Greenwell, Rachel and husband Robby 
Salinas, Jason and wife Anita Frantz, and Amanda and husband Eugene Bell. Sheila's three 
children, Curtis and wife Crystal Cardwell, Rebecca Hodge and husband Chris Smith and 
Stephanie and husband Shawn Adiar. //Obit – Fisher Funeral Home Denison// 
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**************************************************************************** 
Bowen, William P., 93, passed away July 26, 2024. He joined the USAF 
in 1952 with the intention of becoming a pilot during the Korean 
conflict. He was admitted to flight school only to learn he was color 
blind. The Air Force wanted him in military intelligence due to his high 
IQ and photographic memory. They sent him to Syracuse University to 
the Russian Language Institute where he graduated in 1953. He spent 
two years in the Pacific Theatre of operations as a Russian Language 
Specialist (USAFSS). William was commissioned as an officer in the 
Air Force after his stint in the South Pacific. He was honorably 
discharged in August of 1955. //Obit - Coker-Mathews Funeral 

Home// 
**************************************************************************** 

Brooks, Martin J., 82, passed away May 16, 2024. After a year at 
Brigham Young University, he enlisted in the USAF and was selected to 
study Russian at Syracuse University. He served in Germany flying over 
the Black Sea in a C-130 as a Russian linguist translating intelligence 
communications. Martin had a gift for learning languages and loved 
serving his country. After four years in the Air Force, Martin was called 
to serve a 30-month mission for The Church of Jesus Christ of Latter-day 
Saints in the Finland Helsinki Mission. After completing his mission, 
Martin returned to Brigham Young University to finish his undergraduate 
studies and graduated summa cum laude of his MBA class. Martin is 

survived by his wife Jeanette; six children: Lisa (Jeff), Angela, Amanda (Chris), Andrew 
(Mandy), Elizabeth and Rachel. Brothers Gary (Kate), Ronnie (deceased), Kevin (Natalie), and 
Sister Debbie (Darrin). //Obit - Crandall Funeral Home// 
**************************************************************************** 

Cahill, Lawrence G., 89, passed away August 5, 2024. When he was 13, 
Larry met his lifelong sweetheart, Vera Louise Bettes, and the two began a 
love affair that spanned over 70 years. After marriage in 1955, they went on 
to travel the world while Larry served as an Intelligence Officer for the 
USAF. The pair also had four children together: Edwin, Larry "Allan," 
Joseph, and John Cahill. Larry is survived by his brother, James Cahill, as 
well as all of his four beloved children and their spouses. //Obit – Salas 
Brothers Funeral Chapel// 
My father very proud of 20+ years in the Security Service. //Joe Cahill// 

Lawrence served in Da Nang, Vietnam. //USAFSS Facebook Page// 
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**************************************************************************** 
Chadwick, Daniel G., SSgt, 73, passed away April 23, 2024. Upon 
graduating high school, he briefly attended college before the Air Force 
came calling. It was at this time he married Maureen Murphy. Staff 
Sergeant Chadwick served during the Cold War as a linguist, learning 
Serbo-Croatian, and worked with the NSA and Intelligence community 
protecting our country. He was awarded an Air Medal among his other 
numerous commendations. After serving our country honorably, he 
attended the University of Idaho and obtained his law degree which he 
used until his passing. He served as a deputy prosecutor, deputy attorney 
general, city attorney and the Executive Director of the Idaho Association 

of Counties. Dan, Danny, Daniel, Dad, Poppo and Pops was a gentle man - kind in spirit, filled 
with integrity but truly a man who loved others. He in turn was surrounded by love from his 
family, Michele Chadwick, Trevor and Amber Chadwick, Jamie and John Sullivan, Jacob and 
Katie Sherrer, and Noah and Rosi Sherrer. //Obit – www.legacy.com// 
**************************************************************************** 

Cox, Albert G., 95, passed away November 18, 2023. In 1950 Jerry 
enlisted to serve in the United State Air Force, where he served in 
Germany in the 2nd Radio Squadron Mobile, focused on running radio 
intercepts. Jerry was awarded the National Defense Service Medal, Good 
Conduct Medal, and Occupation Medal (Germany) during his service in 
the US Air Force. After being honorably discharged from the USAF Jerry 
attended college at Utah State University. After graduating he went to 
work as a cost engineer for Stearns-Roger, a Denver based engineering 
and construction firm. Jerry is survived by his loving wife Beverly Dawn 
Cox, his two sons Michael (Jennifer) Cox, and Vance (Kami) Cox. //Obit 

– Eckersell Funeral Home// 
**************************************************************************** 

Ehrenberger, Robert Merrill, 81, passed away June 18, 2024. After 
graduating from Traverse City High School, he joined the Air Force, 
where he was sent to Syracuse University to study the Czech language. 
He proudly served four years of active duty as a linguist in Darmstadt, 
Germany. Following his time in the Air Force, Bob graduated from 
Michigan State University. He then embarked on a successful career at 
General Motors as a quality engineer. He is survived by his loving wife, 
Chris Ehrenberger; his children Rob Ehrenberger, Lisa Ehrenberger, 
Anne (Kevin Deem) Ehrenberger, Mark (Kelli) Ehrenberger, and Carly 
Ehrenberger; Grandchildren Benjamin, Cali, and Adam Ehrenberger, 
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Michael and William Ehrenberger, and Alexander and Benjamin Deem. //Obit - Palmer, Bush 
& Jensen Family Funeral Homes// 
**************************************************************************** 

Failor, Bruce E., 84, passed away August 21, 2024. He enlisted in the 
U.S. Air Force Security Service and was a Radio Intercept Officer from 
1958-1962. He served in both Japan and the United States and was 
awarded the Good Conduct Medal. He leaves behind his loving wife of 
16 years, Diane Wiles; daughter, Abbie Wilson (Dennis); bonus 
children, Jackie Bauman (Don), Jill Dials (Toby), and Jason Wiles 
(Megan). //Obit – Walker Eastman Heydinger Funeral Home// 
 
 

**************************************************************************** 
Fordham, Virgil C., Major (ret), 94, Feb 27, 2023. Hi 
passing has been announce by England Family Mortuary – 
Temecula. //Obit England Family Mortuary// 
He was assigned to the 2nd RSM that stood up USAFSS in 
1948. //USAFSS Facebook Page// 
Virgil Fordham, age 94, was one of the two last surviving 
people that stood up USAFSS. //USAFSS Facebook Page// 

Virgil was a Russian linguist. He is quite a man that made significant contributions during the 
formative years when USAFSS was activated in 1947. //USAFSS Facebook Page// 
One of a kind who started out as Morse Intercept Operator and later Radio Linguist. He built 
the beginnings of the 2nd RSM, and later created a detachment in Berlin. //USAFSS Facebook 
Page// 
**************************************************************************** 

Frank, David H., Lt Col (ret), 81, passed away Mar 31, 2024. 
He attended Florida State University, where he graduated in 
1964 and received his commission in the Air Force. He became 
an Intelligence Officer after graduation from Signal Intelligence 
Officer's School at Goodfellow AFB, TX. While stationed at 
Little Rock AFB, AR, Dave met the love of his life, Linda Hill. 
He is a graduate of the Junior Officer Cryptologic Career 
Program at the National Security Agency (NSA). He received a 
master's degree in Economics from the University of Utah in 
1976 while stationed at the NSA Office at HQ USEUCOM, 
Stuttgart, Germany. As the Operations Officer of the 694th 
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Security Squadron at Offutt AFB, he flew on RC-135 Rivet Joint, Combat Sent, and the 
reconnaissance version of the C-130 aircraft. After being stationed at many locations worldwide, 
he was transferred to Colorado Springs as the Electronic Security Command Representative 
(now 16th Air Force (Cyber) to NORAD, U.S. Space Command, and Air Force Space Command. 
He helped establish the first U.S. Space Command and was instrumental as a space expert in re-
establishing the present U.S. Space Command. He retired from the Air Force in 1985 and spent 
the next 25 years working on national defense issues as a contractor. He specialized in Space 
Intelligence and Space and Control, working with federal intelligence agencies to put on the 
Schriever War games. His work with national intelligence agencies helped form National 
Intelligence Estimates. Besides his wife, he leaves behind two sons, Michael and Jonathan. 
//Obit – Shrine of Remembrance// 
**************************************************************************** 

Gatesman, Robert, E., A1C, 84, passed away June 14, 202. He graduated 
from high school in 1958. The following year Robert joined the United 
States Air Force, receiving basic training at Goodfellow Air Force Base in 
Texas. Afterward he attended the U.S. State Department School of 
Languages at Fort Myer in Arlington, VA where he studied the Indonesian 
language and cross-trained as a Radio Intercept Analyst. Robert spent one 
and a half years serving at Clark Air Force Base in The Philippines. He was 
honorably discharged in 1962 as an Airman 1st Class, serving with the 
6925th Radio Group Mobile for the United States Air Force Security 
Service. He was awarded a good conduct medal. Survivors include children 

Susan (Gatesman) Bidell and husband Robert; Craig Gatesman. //Obit - Reinsel Funeral Home 
& Crematory// 
**************************************************************************** 

Gauvin, David G., 86, passed away August 19, 2024. He leaves his loving 
sister, Maureen (Gauvin) Shea, several nieces, nephews, cousins, a dear friend 
Jane Fletcher, longtime neighbors, Frank Brown, Jeff and Mary Dragon. Mr. 
Gauvin proudly served his country in the U.S Air Force Security Service. His 
memberships included: Honorable Order of Kentucky Colonels, the former 
Northborough Fish & Game, Marlborough Fish & Game, American Legion 
Post #234 and St. Rose of Lima Parish. //Obit - Slattery Funeral Home – 
Marlborough// 
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**************************************************************************** 
Gendolfe, Kenneth, CMSgt (ret), 78, passed away Jul 11, 2024. A 
beloved Husband, Father, Father-In-Law, Brother, Brother-In-Law, 
Poppi, Uncle, Nephew, Cousin, Friend and retired “Chief” Master 
Sergeant of the USAF passed away July 11, 2024. He loved being the 
center of attention no matter what he was doing. He graduated from 
North Providence High School in 1963 and joined the USAF to serve his 
country at age 17. During his 30 years serving his country in the USAF 
he was able to see the world. Stationed in Trabzon AS Turkey, Westover 
Massachusetts, Misawa AFB Japan, Medina AFB Texas, Da Nang 
Vietnam, San Vito Italy, Ft. Meade Maryland, Ramstein AFB Germany, 

back to Ft Meade Maryland, and Hickam AFB Hawaii. His final assignment was Electronic 
Security Command in Kelly AFB Texas before retiring in 1993. During his tour in Vietnam, he 
was awarded 3 Air Medals and the Distinguished Flying Cross, the nation’s highest award for 
extraordinary aerial achievement. 
He is survived by his wife of 57 years Carole, Brother Russ, Sister Missy, sons Mike and Chris, 
daughter-in-law’s Debbie and Susan, grandchildren Callie, Cody, and Hailey, Cousins, Uncles, 
Aunts, Nephews, Nieces, and everybody that knew and loved him. The Air Force was his career, 
but he enjoyed playing golf, fishing, umpiring softball, coaching his kids’ sports teams, seeing 
our country in their RV, and playing 42 with his dominos buddies. He was a dedicated member 
of the Alamo Chapter of the Freedom Through Vigilance Association and to his brothers in his 
retired “Chief’s Group”. //Obit – Schertz Funeral Home// 
CMSgt (ret) Kenneth Gendolfe was inducted in the FTVA Hall of Honor in 2021. //CMSgt (ret) 
Joseph “Pepito” Figueroa// 
Ken was a good friend, from Trabzon, Misawa, Medina and Italy. I believe he was also inducted 
into the Wall a Fame in building 2000 at Kelly Air Force Base. A friend for 60 years, he will be 
missed not only by family but by a multitude of friends. God Bless. //MSgt Jay Johnson// 
Our condolences and deepest sympathy to the Gendolfe family. I was sorry to learn of Ken's 
passing. Ken was a great person and Chief and he will be missed. I enjoyed the many 
conversations he and I had and the sound advice he shared from time to time; they always ended 
with his contiguous laugh. Wishing the family all the best, God's peace and love and Godspeed. 
May Ken RIP! V/r //CMSgt (Ret) David Hill// 
Ken and I have known each other for years. He was one of my students when I was an instructor 
at Goodfellow back in 1963 or 1964. Later, after we had both retired from the Air Force, I 
worked for him when we were both contractors. He was funny and a great guy! //Barnie Gavin// 
Ken was a great Chief and a good friend. We must have shared a thousand laughs over the years. 
He was always there with some great advice or with a funny story. I'm so sorry for his family's 
loss. I'll miss him a lot. RIP my old and dear friend. //Danny Prichard// 
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To Carol, Mike and family, sending you my sincerest condolences and prayers as you grieve 
Ken's death. CMSgt Ken Gendolfe was a role model and sounding board for so many of us as 
young sergeants coming up through the Air Force ranks. He was one of the good guys - 
supported women and treated us as equals. On the day I made Chief, he pulled me into his office 
at the Headquarters and sat me down. With his best Ken scowl, he growled, "I have one piece of 
advice. If you're not making people mad, you are not doing your darn job properly." Ken made 
people mad because he stood up for his principles, for his troops and was one of the most talented 
people around. He was a good friend and mentor. May his soul rest in peace and may God's 
eternal light shine upon him. //Susan Douglas// 
Ken Gendolfe was my friend. He had a very successful Air Force 30-year career culminating at 
the rank of Chief Master Sergeant. I was honored to be his friend and miss him. His ready wit, 
wise counsel and ready generosity was reflected in the love and care he showed and was shown 
by his wife, family and friends. RIP Amigo //Dennis "Rass" Rassmussen// 
I first met Ken Gendolfe about 34 years ago. I was retired from the Air Force and working for a 
local defense contractor in his office space while he was still on active duty. After he retired from 
the Air Force, he came to worked for our company and we became good friends. We spent a lot 
of time together both at work and on the golf course. He was fun to be around. He had a great 
sense of humor and a likable personality. I think everyone who knew him feels the same way. We 
remained in touch after both of us retired from the workforce. I know he had a rough time the 
last couple of years with his health, but he kept an upbeat attitude. He had a full and productive 
life, and I doubt he had any unchecked “to do” boxes. I’ll miss him as will others that knew him, 
especially his loving wife and sons. //Tom Holden// 
**************************************************************************** 

Hansberger, William Alan "Smiley", MSgt (ret), 85, passed away May 
27, 2024. Smiley joined the United States Air Force in 1961 and spent 23 
years as a Cryptologist Russian Linguist. Upon retirement, he was 
employed at the National Security Agency for 10 years. William is 
survived by his wife of 57 years, Elaine, and his stepson, Mark Loda. 
//Obit – Dignity Memorial// 
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**************************************************************************** 
Harlan, Wesley R., SSgt, 32 passed away on Dec 3, 2023. Wesley is 
survived by his spouse, Bobbie Anne Harlan, and their two children, 
Sophia and Ezra Harlan. He is also survived by his parents, his parents-
in-law, Bobbie and Tom Pinkey and Rene' and Mary Michael. Wesley 
earned an Associate’s degree in Applied Science from the Community 
College of the Air Force and a Bachelor of Arts degree from Excelsior 
College. From 2010 to 2017, Wesley served as a Cryptologic Language 
Analyst in the USAF. He received numerous decorations to include 
National Defense Service and Global War on Terrorism Service Medals. 
He also earned an Associate’s in Arts from the Defense Language 

Institute in French and Arabic. He was stationed at Fort Meade Maryland, Presidio of Monterey 
California, USAG Darmstadt, Germany. Following his military service, Wesley joined US 
Customs and Border Protect. His interviewing skills, language abilities and work ethic made him 
a prime candidate for his next endeavors within CBP on several specialized work units. //Obit - 
Moles Farewell Tributes & Crematory// 
**************************************************************************** 

Haynie, Don C., TSgt (ret), 82, passed away March 7, 2023. After 
graduating from high school, he joined the USAF and served for 20 years. 
Don served all over the world and married his best friend and the love of his 
life, Maureen Gilmore on April 6, 1968 in Luton, England. He also served 
two tours in Vietnam and was a proud veteran. While serving in Japan, his 
wife delivered their only child, John Haynie. After his retirement from the 
military. Don is survived by his loving wife, Maureen Haynie of Garvin, OK: 
son, John L. Haynie and wife, Michelle of Stillwater, OK. //Obit – Miller 
and Miller Funeral Home// 

Don’s AFSC was 291; years of service were Nov 1959 to Nov 1979; assignments included 
Chicksands AB, Misawa AB, Da Nang AB, Kelly AFB, Ft. Meade, Griffiss AFB, Medina AFB, 
Anchorage, Shemya, NKP Thailand //Maureen Haynie// 
**************************************************************************** 

Hoyt, Scott C., 73, passed away October 29, 2019. He lived in Omaha, 
Nebraska. //Obit – Omaha World Herald// 
My friend Scott Hoyt passed away Oct 29, 2019. He was with me at the 
6990th in Kadena from July 1967 thru Jan 1969, then we both moved to the 
6994th (he to TSN, I to Pleiku) until we were discharged Feb 1970. Can I 
give you more details? //Dallas Ward// 
The Scott C. Hoyt Memorial Scholarship was established in 2019 to honor 

the life and legacy of Scott Hoyt, 1945 - 2019. His entire life, Scott loved to read, learn and 
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teach. Scott served as an Air Force linguist in Vietnam from 1967 - 1971. He knew first-hand 
the difficulties of returning to civilian life and pursuing an academic career while working, yet 
he also knew the rewards. He worked as a lawyer for most of his life, but once retired, found 
great joy in teaching GED courses at Metropolitan Community College and the Douglas County 
Jail. Scott truly delighted in being a part of his students’ journeys and celebrated their hard work 
and successes. It is the wish of his family to support promising MCC students in his name. Link: 
Metropolitan Community College - Scott Hoyt Memorial Scholarship (mccneb.edu) 
**************************************************************************** 

Hrivnak, Thomas J., SMSgt (ret), 75, passed away Jul 10, 2024. He 
enlisted in the USAF in 1967. While in the AF, he worked in the 
Intelligence career field at bases in Turkey, Taiwan, Ohio, Guam, New 
York, Germany, Iceland, Louisiana, Washington D.C., and Virginia. He 
graduated from the Senior Enlisted Intelligence Program at the Defense 
Intelligence College in Washington D.C. in 1985. He retired from the AF 
as a Senior Master Sergeant at Langley AFB, VA in 1988. After retirement 
from the AF, he began a civil service career at Headquarters Tactical Air 
Command at Langley AFB as an Intelligence Plans Manager. He obtained 
his Bachelor’s degree in Human Resources Management from Saint Leo 

College, FL in 1990. He retired from civil service in 2009. Tom is survived by his wife, Cecilia 
(Lin); daughters, Elaine Cameron of Midlothian, VA, Catherine Hixson of Lawrence, KS and 
Laura Hrivnak of Lawrence, KS. //Obit - Weymouth Funeral Home// 
He was an X1 in the early '70s at Shu Lin Kou, has passed. Tom was living in Virginia; previously 
from PA. Great guy. //USAFSS Facebook Page// 
**************************************************************************** 

Kaczynski, Henry Matthew, 83, passed away Jul 20, 2024. It is always 
difficult saying goodbye to someone we love and cherish. Family and 
friends must say goodbye to their beloved Henry Matthew Kaczynski in 
Annapolis, Maryland. As Henry Matthew departs from our midst, his 
spirit ascends to join the cosmic dance of stars, a shimmering 
constellation of memories that will forever grace the night sky of the 
hearts of those who loved Henry Matthew. Though Henry Matthew may 
no longer walk beside us, his legacy lives on — a testament to the 
enduring power of love to transcend the boundaries of time and space. 

//Obit – Echovita// 
Assigned to RAF Kirknewton in early 60s. He was SSgt. AFSC 202. He then crossed over to 
Army as warrant officer. //USAFSS Facebook Page// 
  

https://www.mccneb.edu/About-MCC-Nebraska/Foundation/Current-MCC-Foundation-Scholarships/Available-Scholarships/MCCF-Specialized-Scholarships/Scott-Hoyt-Memorial-Scholarship
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**************************************************************************** 
Kohn, Daniel J., Colonel (ret), 81, passed away August 24, 2024. On 
April 4,1961, he enlisted in the Air Force and served with the USAF 
Security Service in Pakistan and Italy. He also served with the 
Strategic Air Command, Offutt AFB, Nebraska, and Little Rock AFB, 
Arkansas. Colonel Kohn received his commission as a Second 
Lieutenant in May 1970, as a Distinguished Graduate of Officer 
Training School, Lackland AFB, Texas. He was assigned to many US 
and overseas locations during his 32 ½ years of distinguished military 
service. He was Military Executive Leader for Communications 
Collection, responsible for over 100 units and 10,000 personnel 

worldwide. He retired in October 1993, at Kelly AFB, San Antonio, Texas, as the Director, 
Cryptologic Operations and Air Force Intelligence Command. Dan leaves behind his wife 
Nancy, the light of his life. She was an awesome friend and partner. Survivors include daughter 
Andrea Marie (Steve) Wells of Round Mountain, Texas. Three of his wife's children who deeply 
loved and cared for him he called his own; son Jon (Linda) Kantor of Tulsa, Oklahoma, son 
David Anthony (Angela) Cusmano of San Antonio, Texas, and daughter Donna Maria (Tim) 
Hartigan of Corpus Christi, Texas. //Obit - Maxwell P. Dunne Funeral Home// 
**************************************************************************** 

Krakowski, Robert, 89, passed away June 24, 2024. Known as "Ski", 
he passed away three months from his 90th birthday. He served 10 years 
in the Air Force Security Service, and especially enjoyed his time in 
West Germany. After his service, Ski had a long and successful career 
at the National Security Agency, retiring in 1995. //Obit - The Capital 
Gazette// 

**************************************************************************** 
Lewis, Matthew Britt, 65, passed away May 20, 2024. He enlisted in 
the USAF in 1986. His time spent in Germany as a cryptologic language 
analyst was a testament to his intelligence and adventurous spirit. His 
military service was a significant chapter in his life, shaping him into 
the worldly individual so many admired. He is survived by his parents, 
George and Linda Lewis; his siblings, LeAnn Beavers, Amy Miller, and 
Lee Lewis. //Obit – Sullivan Funeral Home// 
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**************************************************************************** 
Luffman, Herman, 88, passed away Jul 31, 2024. He graduated Enid 
High School with the class of 1953. He attended The University of 
Oklahoma and enlisted in the United States Air Force where he served 
four years as a Russian Linguist in the Air Force Security Service. Upon 
his return from the Air Force, he again attended college at the University 
of Oklahoma. //Obit – Brown Cummings// 

**************************************************************************** 
Matusch, Thomas A. MSgt (ret), 60, passed away August 23, 2024. 
//Obit – www.findagrave.com// 
Tom and I were stationed at the 6933rd Electronic Security Squadron 
at Howard Air Force Base, Panama in the last 80’s through early 
90’s. He maintained the COMFY LEVI and SENIOR SCOUT 
equipment. Confirmed with his wife the sad news Tom passed away 
surrounded by his loving family, including his wife Itzela and son 
Derek, after battling an illness. Many of us have very fond memories 
of serving with a wonderful person in Panama. An obit, once 

published, will be included in future edition of newsletter //CMSgt (ret) Joseph “Pepito” 
Figueroa// 
**************************************************************************** 

McBride, John Michael “Mike”, 77, passed away August 4, 2024. After 
graduating high school in 1965, Mike joined the Air Force and served five 
years overseas in Japan and Vietnam. He leaves behind to grieve his 
passing: wife Jackie, of the home; son Wiley (Kendra) McBride of Hays, 
Kansas. //Obit – Ryan Mortuary// 
Listed as being assigned to the 6994th Security Squadron on their web site. 
//CMSgt (ret) Joseph “Pepito” Figueroa// 
We have just learned the John 'Mike' McBride, 6994th Security Squadron, 
TSN 68/69 passed away on 4 August 2024. No other information available 

at this time. Mike lived in Salina, KS with his wife Jackie. Will provide further information as it 
becomes available. //Rick Yeh/ 
  



Remain In Touch                                                                                                                            September 2024 

57 

**************************************************************************** 
Murray, Thomas Leo, 83, passed away Jan 14, 2024. In addition to his 
parents, he was also preceded in death by his wife of 42 years, Margaret 
(Maguire) Murray and brother Robert Nelson Murray. Tom graduated 
High School in 1958 and Joined the USAF in September of that year. He 
was a Morse Radio Intercept Operator in the USAF Security Service until 
his honorable discharge in June of 1963. (He extended his enlistment for 
9 months due to the Cuban Missile Crisis.) He is survived by his three 
daughters, Mary Camesao (Tony), Pamela Hudson (Hal) and Susan 
O'Keefe (Brian). //Obit – Sierra View Funeral Chapel// 

**************************************************************************** 
O’Brien, James E., A1C, 87, passed away Jul 18, 2024. He was preceded 
by his wife, Patricia J., and is succeeded by his sons, Daniel J. and Martin 
J., Dan's wife and Jim's daughter- in-law, Ingrid, and granddaughters 
Claire P. and Bridget G. O'Brien. He joined the USAF in 1957, where he 
was trained as a Russian linguist and served in the Air Force Security 
Service in California, Washington, D.C., and Anchorage, Alaska. Jim 
maintained that he was a mediocre student until he was in Air Force 
language training, where his commanding officer ordered him to 
memorize daily Russian dialogues. That order created previously absent 
motivation. Jim often acknowledged the wonderful and constant support 

he received from his wife of over 50 years. She was his principal blessing. //Obit - Washburn-
McReavy Funeral Chapels// 
**************************************************************************** 

Pitchford, Keith Owens, Maj (ret), 83, passed away Oct 15, 2023. 
Following graduation from Florida State University, he was commissioned 
by the USAF as a second lieutenant and assigned to Strategic Air Command 
at Travis Air Force Base. Following Travis, he took a brief assignment at 
Goodfellow AFB before being transferred to Hof Air Station in Germany. 
At Hof, he met and began dating Gail Ann Fox, an elementary school teacher 
for the air station. While they were dating, Keith received orders to deploy 
to Tan Son Nhut Air Base outside Saigon, Vietnam. Keith served for a year 
with the 13th Reconnaissance Technical Squadron at Tan Son Nhut before 
returning stateside in 1966 for a three-year assignment with the National 

Security Agency at Fort Meade, Maryland. In 1969, the family moved to Maxwell AFB in 
Montgomery, Alabama, where Keith was a Section Commander at Squadron Officer School and 
later became a Distinguished Graduate from the Air Command & Staff College. Keith returned 
to the Vietnam War in 1974. He served as Chief of Intelligence with the 56th Special Operations 
Wing at Nakhon Phanom Royal Thai Air Force Base (NKP), located in northern Thailand. Keith 
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rejoined his family in the States in 1975, where he took a Post-Graduate Intelligence Course at 
the Defense Intelligence School. He then returned to Germany with his family for a four-year 
assignment at HQ U.S. European Command at Patch Barracks in Stuttgart. Keith's final Air 
Force assignment was with the USAF Electronic Security Command at NSA in Maryland. //Obit 
– Tallahassee Democrat// 
**************************************************************************** 

Rock, Duan Alan, A1C, 86, passed away Jul 5, 2024. He proudly served 
as an A1C in the United States Air Force Security Service, was a member 
of the VFW Post 7956 and the American Legion Post 298. On May 26, 
1962 he married the “Love of His Life”, Delores “Dee” Dunithan and they 
were married for 40 years. Surviving is his daughter, Janis (Tim) 
Emmendorfer. //Obit – Farley Estes and Dowdle Funeral Directors// 
 
 

**************************************************************************** 
Rolon, Thomas “Eddie”, MSgt (ret), passed away July 16, 2024. 
Among several intelligence assignments, I remember Eddie and his 
amazing family best from when we were stationed at the 6933rd 
Electronic Security Squadron, Howard AFB, Panama. He was a 
mentor to many of us Spanish Linguists in Panama. Out of respect for 
his wishes, won’t post many details, but know that Eddie is deeply 
admired, loved, and cherished by his family, friends, and colleagues. 
We are all better for having him in our lives. After retiring from the 
Air Force, Eddie worked for HQ PACAF/A2. They held a Celebration 

of Life at the HQ PACAF Courtyard of Heroes on 26 July 2024. //CMSgt (ret) Joseph “Pepito” 
Figueroa// 
**************************************************************************** 

Saulmon, Harvey R., 75, passed away August 3, 2024. After following 
in his father's footsteps and enlisting in the Air Force, Harvey studied 
Czech at the Defense Language Institute in Monterey, California. He 
soon joined the ranks of the Air Force Security Service, working as a 
voice processing technician ("Not a spy," he'd say with a wink) atop 
Mount Eckstein, a Cold War intelligence gathering outpost overlooking 
Czechoslovakia near the rural Bavarian village of Rimbach. He made 
memories there that lasted a lifetime. Following six years in Germany, 
he spent three years as an analyst at the National Security Agency (NSA), 
Ft. Meade, Maryland. He is survived by his sons Greg Saulmon of 
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Holyoke and Jonathan Saulmon of Manchester, New Hampshire and their families, including 
their spouses Alex Peterson and Darcie Champagne. //Obit – Barry J. Farrell Funeral Home// 
**************************************************************************** 

Senderling, Steven Allen, A1C, 79, passed away April 19, 2024. 
Inscription A1C; US Air Force; Vietnam. //Obit – findagrave.com// 
Years of service were 1963 – 1967; AFSC was 203x1-2 Mandarin 
Chinese; Assignment include Goodfellow AFB tech school; ALK and 
AZK; Yokota AB, Japan, Offutt AFB. //Pete Siegel// 
I met Steve on Jan 1, 1964, when we both arrived at Yale for the 8-month 
Chinese program at IFEL. We went through all of the 
radio/flight/survival training and flew together on Dave Wagner's 

"Boonkie 7" crew out of Yokota and Danang. We finished up our Air Force tour at Offutt AFB 
where we flew a couple of the initial C-135 missions from that location. Steve finished College 
at Cal State Northridge, got his pilot's license, and was a member of the Civil Air Patrol, where 
he rose to the rank of Lt. Colonel, flying search and rescue missions in California and the West. 
He was enormously proud of the time he spent with the 6988th and often spoke fondly of all you 
guys. "Yilu Ping An" my friend. Rest in Peace. Comment from Pete Siegel: Steve was another 
Agent Orange victim from our group of Yokota Bats. //Jerry Wilson// 
**************************************************************************** 

Smith, Earl S., SMSgt (ret), 77, passed away Jul 14, 2024. Earl served 
in the USAF from 1969 to 1989, achieving the rank of Senior Master 
Sergeant. His military career included training in San Angelo, TX, and 
subsequent postings across the globe from Ramstein Air Base in 
Germany to Iraklion Air Station in Greece, a year in South Korea, 
culminating at Fort Meade Maryland, where he worked for the National 
Security Agency as a Communications Supervisor/Analyst. Earl is 
survived by his loving wife, Sharon Smith; daughter, Karen Smith; 
"unofficially adopted" daughter, Joyful Rothe. //Obit - Allnutt Funeral 
Service-Hunter Chapel// 
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**************************************************************************** 
Starkweather, Gail Annette, SSgt, 62, passed away on March 1, 2024. 
She served as a German cryptologic linguist in the U.S. Air Force. Gail 
completed language training at the Defense Language Institute, CA, 
where she met her future husband, Patrick Starkweather, in 1979. They 
were married in 1981. She completed two tours at the 6912th Electronic 
Security Squadron, West Berlin, West Germany, and a tour at Ft. 
Meade, Md. She served in support of Operation DESERT SHIELD / 
STORM. Her decorations included the Defense Meritorious Service 
Award. Gail and Pat had a long, loving marriage that continued until her 

passing. They were together for 45 years. They made their final home in San Antonio, TX, in 
1991. Gail was a wonderful mother, wife, and sister. Gail is survived by her husband Pat and 
their sons Sean and Michael of San Antonio, TX. //Obit – San Antonio Express News// 
SSgt Gail Annette Starkweather (nee Shaw) passed away on 1 March 2024 from long-standing 
medical issues at the age of 62. She entered the USAF in 1979 and separated in 1992. After 
graduating the Defense Language Institute and technical training at Goodfellow AFB, she 
served in the 6912th Electronic Security Squadron (later a Group, then a Squadron again) for 
two tours and had one tour in between at the 6940th Electronic Security Group at Ft. Meade, 
MD. Her decorations included the Defense Meritorious Service Award. She worked initially at 
Marienfelde and then at Teufelsberg in West Berlin. She was a Surveillance and Warning Center 
Supervisor at TBerg when the Berlin Wall fell. After return to CONUS, she had her final 
assignment in the 12th Flying Training Wing, Randolph AFB, San Antonio, TX before separating 
in 1992. She is survived by her husband MSgt Patrick Starkweather, Ret. and two sons. Pat and 
Gail were together for 45 years. //Patrick Starkweather// 
Dear Pat - sending my sincere condolences ... may she rest in peace. //Marco Aldaz// 
**************************************************************************** 

Stendel, Curtis L., 73, passed away August 9 2024. He enlisted in the 
USAF, where he was in the USAF Security Service and served in 
England for three years during the Vietnam War. Curt is survived by his 
wife of 38 years, Susan (Leighton) Stendel; sons, Dustin (Angie) Stendel 
and Nathan (Holly) Stendel; stepsons, Tom (Catrice) Etienne, Tony 
(Kelly) Etienne and Spencer (Michelle) Etienne //Obit – Michaelson 
Funeral Home// 
We lost another silent warrior. Good friend and fellow X-1. He was 
stationed at Chicksands on Dawg Flt from Jan 71 to July 73. //USAFSS 

Facebook Page// 
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**************************************************************************** 
Stewart, Gary Lee, Colonel (ret), 77, passed away May 22, 2024. After 
attaining his degree in Finance from the University of Arkansas, Gary 
was commissioned a 2nd Lieutenant in the USAF and reported to Moody 
AFB, Georgia for pilot training. He pinned on his pilot wings in July 
1970 and volunteered for combat duty in Vietnam. He spent a year in 
Vietnam flying over 200 combat mission in the EC-47. While in 
Vietnam, Gary was given the nickname of “Reggie”, and it would stick 
with him for the rest of his life. His next assignment was to fly the RC-
135 strategic reconnaissance aircraft from Offutt AFB, Nebraska. Other 
assignments included Eielson AFB, Alaska and Plattsburg AFB, New 

York. He was deployed to many locations including England, Greece, Kadena, and Saudi Arabia 
to name a few. Reggie retired as a Colonel in 1994 having flown over 12,000 hours. His many 
decorations include the Distinguished Flying Cross, Bronze Star, Legion of Merit, 24 Air Medals 
and two Presidential Unit Citations. After his Air Force retirement, he was hired as the Chief 
Operating Officer of FBG Service Corporation, Facilities Maintenance Services Division in 
Omaha and moved to Woodbine, Iowa in 2000. He is survived by his son, Gary Todd Stewart of 
Dayton, Ohio; daughter, Jenna “Ginny Lynn” Stewart of Bellevue, Nebraska; brothers, Sammy 
Dee Stewart and Craig Wyatt Stewart both of Tulsa, Oklahoma; and former spouse, Ginger 
Stewart of Tulsa. //Obit – Fouts Funeral Home// 
When I had the honor of commanding the 55th Strat Recon Wing, Reggie was one of my squadron 
commanders. I never had to worry about his squadron with him at the helm. He was a no 
nonsense, set the example leader who inspired his people every day in every way. Everyone who 
served with Reggie will share fond memories of his friendship. We have lost a wonderful comrade 
and an exceptional Air Force officer. God speed Reggie. I hope to see you on the other side. 
//Dan Peterson// 
I have many wonderful memories of the terrific young Reggie Stewart from when he reported 
into the 343rd Squadron and immediately established himself as a leader with tremendous flying 
skills coupled with a wonderful sense of humor. He was destined to do great things in the Air 
Force and exceeded all expectations. He loved the C-47 (Gooney Bird) that he flew in Vietnam 
and took great pleasure in flying one during many of the Offutt Open Houses and Air Shows. 
With Desert Storm upon us, he volunteered to lead the RC-135 contingent in Saudi Arabia and 
established his RC-135 operation as essential to the prosecution of the Air War and the successes 
of the combat operations. He was a true patriot and will be missed by all that knew him. RIP 
Reggie! //Bill Ernst// 
**************************************************************************** 
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Renew Your Membership Today 
Using PayPal 

 
 

We have created the capability to now accept electronic membership payments and any 
other funds/donations using PayPal. If you transfer money to funds@ftva.us in PayPal 
https://www.paypal.com/us/home, the money will go directly to the FTVA account and the 
treasurer will automatically be notified. This is a step to increase the ways you can get 
money to the FTVA. 
 

 

For more information simply send an email to: 
membersupport@ftva.us 

  

mailto:funds@ftva.us
https://www.paypal.com/us/home
mailto:membersupport@ftva.us


Remain In Touch                                                                                                                            September 2024 

63 

 
WE ARE YOU! 

Past, Present, Future 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

THE FREEDOM THROUGH VIGILANCE 
ASSOCIATION 

THE FTVA IS A PRIVATE, NON-PROFIT CORPORATION ESTABLISHED IN 1981. WE ARE 
DEDICATED TO THE SUPPORT AND PERPETUATION OF SOCIAL, EDUCATIONAL AND 

HUMANITARIAN SERVICES FOR THE USAF AND 16TH AIR FORCE. 

ALL FORMER AND CURRENT MILITARY OR CIVILIAN MEMBERS OF 16TH AF AND ITS 
PREDECESSOR COMMANDS OR AGENCIES ARE ELIGIBLE FOR MEMBERSHIP. SURVIVING 
SPOUSES OF DECEASED PERSONNEL ARE ELIGIBLE FOR ASSOCIATE MEMBER STATUS. 
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