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                    When you receive this newsletter, hopefully, old man winter will 
have expended his fury and retired to rest until the end of the year. But as I 
write this item, there are reports of more than two feet of snow in the nation's 
Capitol and yet more in other East Coast cities.  Even San Antonio got down 
to the freezing mark and experienced a slight dusting of the white stuff this 
winter.  I trust y'all survived the elements and stayed warm.  Come on, spring. 
                     On a more serious note, this winter also brought us a national 
tragedy when the spacecraft Columbia was lost and the seven brave souls 
aboard perished. We mourn their loss and our hearts go out to the families of 
those gallant men and women.  As the fascinating space program has generally 
progressed without a noticeable hitch for over a decade, we probably began, 
again, to take it for granted, disregarding the potential dangers our astronauts 
faced  and expecting everything to go as planned.  But, a tragedy like the loss 
of Columbia makes us once again appreciate the highly talented and 
sophisticated team that directs a most amazingly high tech and complex 
system that at any moment can be so fragile. We lament the loss of our 
intrepid space pioneers, but applaud the resolve of the N.A.S.A. leadership to 
determine the cause of the failure, take steps to prevent recurrence and press 
on with the space program.      
                    And, on the heels of the Columbia tragedy, hundreds of thousands 
of troops and massive amounts of equipment have been deployed to the 
Middle East to be prepared to launch an attack on Saddam Hussein, the Iraqi 
infrastructure and contain their weapons of mass destruction.  AIA resources 
and other elements of Air Force intelligence are involved and will play a key 
role in any such action.  Once again, our comrades in arms will be placed in 
harm's way.  Please keep them and all of our men and women in uniform, in 
your thoughts and prayers. 
                    Speaking of comrades in arms, many of us had the privilege 
recently of attending the retirement ceremony and celebration of service for a 
long time FTVA member and supporter, Mr. Dennis Alvey.  Denny finally 
signed off his safe for the last time after forty years of service in Air Force 
intelligence as an active duty officer, an  Air Force civilian employee, member 
of the Senior Executive Service and, upon his retirement, Executive Director 
of the Air Intelligence Agency.  Folks literally traveled from all over the 
country to be present for his retirement ceremony and testimonial dinner.  
Denny was a vital member of the command staff and the Air Force 
Intelligence brain trust.  He was a genuine command asset and will be missed.  
But, he's staying close by in San Antonio and will no doubt be available for 
consultation as need be.  We know he will remain in touch. 
                     As for remaining in touch,  plans are already underway for the 
FTVA 2003 Annual Reunion.  The AIA staff, with direction from the 
commander and close oversight by Colonel Chris Cook, will be playing an 
expanded role as host for the event.  That should take some of the load off of 
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several of our stalwarts like Grover McMakin, Bob Cope, Bill Ballard and Bob 
Baert, just to name a few.  Additionally, the broader involvement of the 
command in the Reunion should, hopefully, generate more participation by the 
active duty force in the festivities.  We're working closely with the AIA team 
to make this year's reunion even better than last year's event.  So, mark your 
calendars now for September 25 thru 27 for the FTVA Annual Reunion.   
                    Thanks for staying involved.  Keep those cards, letters and emails 
coming.  Say a prayer for our troops. And, remain in touch.  
  
       John Worthington 
 
Corrections/Comments to FTVA Newsletter, December 2002 
 
(1) In the obit on page 17 there is a regrettable typo., under the right corner of 
the picture, "greatest horrors" should read "greatest honors"  
(2) Hello Dan: In the last newsletter December 2002 on page 17 there was a 
short note written by James Eaton (that I do not know).  Jim wrote that Lt. Col. 
Malcolm E. Wall was listed in the Reserved Officers Assoc. in the "In 
Memoriam" area of their newsletter.  Col. Wall was a part of the 15th RSM 
and acted as Adjutant in Feb 52 and I have a note that he was a Major in April 
53.  I checked the e mail list for Jim Eaton to see if I could contact him and he 
is not listed.  I have record of Col. Wall living in Pineville, La.  If you have 
him contact me I will pass along the information. Yours Fraternally, Jim 
Bramwell Recording Secretary, 15th RSM Assoc.  jb874n66@erols.com 
 

 
 
 
 

 
Information in the form of letters, notes, fax, e-mail, or by phone is 
accepted as true and factual.  In order to include as much information as 
possible, some of it may be edited for brevity or may be delayed for later 
publication.  Publishing of any article or notice in this Newsletter does not 
assure accuracy nor endorsement by the Association or Agency. //DND// 
 
 
 
 
The Hall of Honor Turns 20 

The Hall of Honor started 20 years ago when the FTVA (then the 
USAFSS/ESC Alumni Association) identified, selected, recognized and 
honored its “Founders.”  

The FTVA Constitution states that the objectives of the Association 
are to foster continued awareness of the mission and accomplishments of the 
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USAF, in general, and the USAFSS/ESC/ AFIC/AIA in particular, and to 
provide Association members a forum for desirable social, educational and 
humanitarian services. 
 Fulfillment of these objectives takes many forms. One particular 
program, which promotes the awareness of the mission and accomplishments 
of the USAF and USAFSS, ESC, AFIC, and AIA, is to honor those who have 
served the Command with great distinction and excellence; far above and 
beyond that expected by virtue of grade or position. 
 The Hall of Honor Program goes a long way to achieve this objective, 
and it has for twenty years. It clearly recognizes and honors the “best of the 
best”. The objective is to keep this Program highly credible by very selective 
and discriminating criteria which insures only the "best of the best" are 
selected to be recognized as Hall of Honor members.  
 We have worked hard these twenty years to select those from the 
distant past to be recognized. And now we need to begin looking at some of 
the more recent candidates. We had a war in 1990-1991 in the Middle East and 
lots of activity since then. Surely there are eligible nominees from 80’s, 90’s 
and coming into this decade. We need now to look at some of the younger 
“best of the best.”  
 Please, again this year, give us your candidates. Write them up! The 
HOH Committee is anxious to get your nominations. Let’s turn another page 
in our history. It is not difficult to do. The details, including the nomination 
forms*, are contained in the “HOH Charter” which can be found on our 
website at www.FTVA.org. 
 Two important “rules: (1) The nominee must have completed his or 
her association with the Command, and, (2) The submitter has to be an FTVA 
member. Reference the HOH Program/Charter at www.FTVA.org. 
 We are also looking for HOH members to serve on the HOH 
Committee. If you are interested please give me a call, (830) 985-3304 or 
email at billballard@msn.com.  
 The Committee thanks you all for your participation in the program 
and looks forward to another great year of recognizing the “best of the best.”  
 
William T. Ballard 
Chairman, HOH 
 
* Nomination form also included in this issue. Look for Blue Page 

Individual Development Grant Program Is Cancelled 

Your Board recently reviewed the status of the Individual 
Development Grant Program.  A decision to cancel the program was very 
reluctantly made by a unanimous vote of the board.  The basic reason for the 
cancellation was the lack of a viable endowment.  Despite the support received 
from FTVA members not enough contributions were provided to generate 
sufficient funding for a meaningful program. 



Remain In Touch                                                                              March 2003 

4 

Many thanks are owed to the folks who provided contributions.  They 
will soon be receiving official notice of the cancellation and options as to the 
return of their contributions. 
Doug Holden 
 
From the Membership Corner: 

In early January I sent out the 2003 membership cards to all 2002 
members.  If your card had an insert that stated "We are sending you your card 
now in hopes that you will promptly remit your dues", I hope you have taken 
the time to send us your dues.  If you have, thanks, we appreciate your prompt 
response.  If you haven't found the time to do it yet, please take a couple of 
minutes to send us your dues.  You do not have to return any part of the 
membership card form unless you have an address change 

We still have members that have not paid their 2003 membership 
dues.  Please take a moment and look at the label on this newsletter.  If your 
name is followed by a “2”, please send us a check for your 2003 membership 
dues.   If the label shows “2”, and you have paid your dues, please let us know.  
Mistakes happen and we will correct ours.  Unfortunately, this is the last 
newsletter that will be sent to the non-renewing members. Please mail your 
dues to: 
Freedom Through Vigilance Association 
P.O. Box 691616  
San Antonio, TX 78269-1510 
Thank you, 
Bob Baert 
 
HOMELAND SECURITY VOLUNTEERS (ENGLISH LINGUISTS) NEEDED 
      I am supporting a federal agency with major Homeland Security 
responsibilities that are nationwide in scope.  My assignment focuses on the 
security of voice and data communications used to coordinate regional multi-
agency crisis management.  An important aspect of this assignment is the 
collection and analysis of 400 and 800MHz tactical comms. 
      If you have a scanner and can be an unpaid volunteer in support this 
activity, please contact me for further instructions at WGrayson@webtv.net 
or PO Box 4053, Crofton MD 21114. 
Best regards to all, 
Bill Grayson 
12th Expeditionary Intelligence Squadron 12 Receives Phone Cards 
                                                                                1522 South Main Street 
                                                                                 Hillsboro, IL 62049 
                                                                     February 4, 2003 
Editor, FTVA 
P.O. Box 691616 
San Antonio, TX 78269-1510 
 I enclose an article which appeared in the January 30th edition of our 
local paper, The Hillsboro Journal. 
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 The address was sent to me by Chaplain (Col) Wilbourne. The money 
for the cards came from the congregation of our church—all I did was ask for 
assistance. 
 We have to some extent adopted the unit. Even though the day when 
most USAFSS personnel were in places like Turkey and Pakistan is over, the 
people in units like the12th EINS are today’s end of the supply line. 
 Regardless of the support for the strategy our President may have, the 
people out there every day are supported as they always shall be. 

                                                                  Sincerely 
  
                                                                                   Raymond E. McPhail 
                                                                                    Major, USAF Retired 
 
 

 
 Members of the 12th Expeditionary, Intelligence Squadron, stationed 
at Prince Sultan Air Base in Saudi Arabia pose in front of their RC-135 Rivet 
Joint aircraft. The group was sent phone cards for the holidays by donation s 
from Hillsboro area residents. Maj. Ray McPhail USAF retired, of Hillsboro 
thought up the idea and received donations for the phone cards from 
members of the Hillsboro United Methodist Church. McPhaiI is a former Air 
Force Intelligence officer and at a recent reunion of his old unit, he was able to 
get the address for the unit. “Members of this group are linguists, and get 
stationed at hot spots around the world,” McPhail noted. As a linguist himself 
McPhail was stationed in many places during his Air Force career, and knew 
from his own experience that connections to back home would be greatly 
appreciated. 
 The l2th EINS has been stationed in Saudi Arabia since 1996 and has 
supplied threat warnings, force protection information and intelligence for 
Operation Southern Watch, the southern no-fly zone in Iraq since that time. 
Prince Sultan Air Base near Al Kharj, was chosen; as a base for its long 
runway, but is in a very remote location in Saudi Arabia. 
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In the thank you McPhail received, unit commander Lt. Col. Robert Culhane 
noted: “Thank you for the calling cards,…they were the perfect gift …l spread 
them out among the squadron, operators, maintenance and support troops 
alike, and the smiles just beamed. . .with all the custom restrictions we face, 
you could not have picked a better gift. Thanks again for the generosity. It is 
an honor to be thought of by such fine Americans as yourselves.”  
 
VOLUNTEER OPPORTUNITY 

Are you interested in committing some time and energy to a program 
that benefits your community?  One that everyone who participates would 
agree is a “feel good”, self-satisfying experience? 

If so, think about pitching in to help your local Habitat for Humanity 
affiliate carry out its mission of providing decent, affordable housing for those 
in need.  Habitat is a non-profit worldwide organization that during its 25-year 
existence has built over 125,000 homes that house over 600,000 family 
members in over 87 countries.  There is a Habitat affiliate in every FTVA 
chapter location and most metropolitan areas across the U.S.   You can find 
information on your nearest Habitat affiliate at www.habitat.org. There are a 
variety of ways you can help, and no previous experience or construction tools 
are necessary.  Habitat staff professionals are always ready to lend a hand. 

My involvement in Habitat started about ten years ago, and when I 
“retired/retired” two plus years ago I joined a construction crew that works 
every Wednesday.   Weekend opportunities are always available.   Witnessing 
the excitement and gratitude of the new homeowners is a wonderful 
experience that I would commend to anyone. 
Grover Jackson 
 
Another Site for Patches 
This Site has it all with Links to almost any information you would want to 
know about Patches, Units, Logos, etc.   Red Barthel posted this Site on the 
6910th My Family.   I highly recommend it. Links, Links, and More Links to 
everything Military.   Very Useful. 
http://library.nps.navy.mil/home/militaryinfo.htm 
 

Bobby Edwards, (6924thHeritage association website) 
 
Your DD Form 214 and Potential Identity Theft 

We’re hearing that identity theft is the fastest growing crime country-
wide. TRICARE West has thousands of records stolen, VISA, MasterCard and 
American Express reports hundreds of thousands of records hacked -- and 
these are only two recent reports.  You may not know of another threat to your 
personal data that was caused by following the Retirement Affairs Office 
telling you to register your DD Form 214 (Military Discharge Certificate) with 
your County Clerk’s Office so that it would always be available.  That made 
sense because it is vital to you and your dependents and beneficiaries receiving 
all entitled benefits.  It affects Social Security, military and VA payments and 
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MUST be available to get the correct ones.  Without this crucial document, 
months and even years can pass without action by these agencies.  However, 
there have been unforeseen implications.  Recently, for example, Bexar 
County put all of their public documents on the internet!  And, you guessed it, 
by registering your DD214, it became a “public document!” When the County 
Clerk was made aware that all the biographical data that is included, full name, 
birth date, Social Security number, and in some cases, even Mother's maiden 
name as next on kin information, could expose Veterans to identity theft, he 
took immediate action to mask the DD214s -- and release them only to the 
individual or family members.  But he needs your help to make this 
permanent---the State Legislature must pass a bill making DD214s and other 
documents exempt from such “public document” exposure. Without such a 
law, you will have to file a mass of legal documents with the Clerk’s Office to 
remove the DD214 from their records!  Please take a moment to go to 
http://www.capitol.state.tx.us/fyi/address.htm to find out who your Texas 
House and Senate Reps are and e-mail or write them asking them to pass one 
of the Bills pending from the last Session (House Bill 18, 142, 165, 198 or 199 
and Senate Bill 81 or 85) THIS SESSION! (A sample of these can be seen at: 
 http://www.capitol.state.tx.us/tlo/78R/billtext/HB00199I.HTM )   
Send a copy to Senator Leticia Van De Putte, Chair of the Veterans Affairs 
Committee, at:  
http://www.senate.state.tx.us/75r/senate/members/dist26/dist26.htm#form    
Don’t procrastinate! DO IT TODAY! Don’t unnecessarily expose yourself to 
identity theft! 
(Submitted by Bob cope) 

Looking for Linguists 
 
Thanks.  What I really want to know is how I can connect with other Linguists 
that may be seeking further employment.  Titan provides the linguists for the 
interrogation of the Al-Queda in Guantanamo and Afghanistan.  We are now 
preparing for current events, and I have an urgent need for Veteran & Senior 
Arabic Linguists for a mission at Fort Meade. Thank you for connecting me 
with the EC-47 Web Page.  I flew with the 6994th back in 69 & 70 in Pleiku 
and Danang along with Danny Russell.  
 
Butch Bondoc, Project Manager Titan Corporation - TOSS - 2B07 
3877 Fairfax Ridge Road, Fairfax, VA  22030-7448 
703-383-6429 office, 703-383-4011 fax, 301-980-0476 cell 
bbondoc@titan.com          www.titan.com 
 
Fallen Eagles 
   
I was reviewing the Fallen Eagles and noted an entry for STIGLICH, Michael 
L.  The comments say "ARDF operator killed in Phu Cat-based EC-47 shot 
down over Vietnam".  I don't believe this is correct.  As I recall, there was a 
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fire on-board the aircraft when they were RTB.  Apparently they lost electrical 
power with the consequent loss of instrument lights.  Unable to see their 
instruments the aircraft nosed into a hill/mountain about 30 miles from Phu 
Cat.  At least that's the way I remember it.  If you have any info contrary to my 
recollection, I would appreciate hearing it. 
 Thanks, 
Rick Davis 
((Ed Note: We do not have any record to substantiate either claim, 
information that the aircraft was shot down probably came from a USAFSS 
Spokesman article from the 1970s or 1980s. Information was also listed in 
an FTVA Article submitted by Larry Tart in the June 2002 FTVA newsletter 
listing “USAFSS/ESC/AFIC/AIA cold war losses.” Most of this info was 
published in an AIA spokesman in the mid 90s in an article titled “IN the 
line of Duty” “listing of USAFSS/ESC Casualties. However, Rick may be 
right, as we checked around and another source indicated Aircraft went 
down as a result of systems failure. (See e-mail below). Further, AIA has 
been asked for clarification.  
 
Grover (Jackson) 

SSgt Mike Stiglich and SSgt Elmore Hall were killed in October 1969 when 
their mission EC-47 crashed into a mountainside while RTB to its home base 
of Phu Cat AB, RVN.  The aircraft had earlier declared an in-flight emergency 
due to an on-board fire; however, the aircraft had reported that the fire had 
been extinguished prior to the crash -- to my knowledge; the deaths were not 
classified as a result of hostile fire but rather as a result of systems failure.  
The crash site was in hostile VC-controlled territory which, along with bad 
weather, severely hampered SAR efforts.  It wasn't until five days after the 
crash that the site was secured.  There were no survivors.  

Bob (?) 

 
 

The Association has learned of the following losses from caring 
relatives/friends and/or obituaries. We extend our prayers and sympathy to 
their loved ones. 
Robert A. “Bob Alexander, USAFSS COMSEC Vet 
Charles Darling Armstrong, SMSgt, USAF-Ret 
Albert Clayton Brown, USAFSS Vet 
Sammy D. Cooksey, 6924th RSM Vet 
M. Sam Dyches, CMSgt, USAF/GS-Civ-Ret 
Phillip Gilhooly, MSgt, USAF-Ret 
Francis Lee Griffin, T Col., USAF-Ret 
Hubert Edell “Easy” Hall, Col, USAF-Ret 
Ben C. Hardaway, Col, USAF-Ret 

    Fallen Eagles 
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Marion U. Newcomer Hatfield, Wife of Richard Hatfield, CMSGT USAF-Ret 
Virginia (Jenny) Kiger, Wife of CMSgt Chuck Kiger, USAF-Ret 
Robert F. Lucas, USAFSS, 2nd RSM Vet 
James E. Morrill, Maj, USAF-Ret 
Nicholas Phillip Obzut, Lt Col., USAF-Ret 
Frances Leslie Olson, Wife of Col Harry a. Olson (Deceased) 
Gary W. Parker, TSgt, USAFSS - Vet 
E.C. “Ned” Peet, 2nd RSM Vet 
James Royce Pitney, MSgt, USAF-ret 
Leo Potoczek, USAFSS Vet, 6917th RSM 
William Lewis Rice, Col., USAF-Ret 
William E. Royal, CMSgt, USAF-Ret 
Gregory J. Scholten, MSgt, USAF-Ret 
Milford Howard Shankles, USAFSS Vet, 41st RSM 
Lawrence G Smith JR. USAFSS Vet, 2nd RSM 
Ruth Spooner, Wife of Lt Col Julius Spooner (deceased) 
Fred C. Sweetman, MSgt, USAF-Ret. 
Perry K. W. Thomas, CMSgt, USAF-Ret 
Donald F. Vollbrecht 41st/6913th USAFSS Vet,  
William L. Wolfgang, MSgt, USAF-Ret 
 
Ben C. Hardaway, Jr. (Col, USAF, Retired), 59, of Orlando, FL, passed away 
January 9, 2003. Born in Louisville, KY, Col. Hardaway served in the U.S. Air 
Force for 26 years. Besides assignments to HQ ESC in San Antonio and the 
National Security Agency in Maryland, he commanded the 690th Security 
Wing in Berlin, Germany. Among his many decorations is the Legion of 
Merit. A funeral mass was held at Holy Cross Catholic Church, Orlando, FL. 
Interment will be at the family cemetery in Kentucky at a later date. In lieu of 
flowers, the family requests donations to the American Cancer Society in his 
name.//Obit submitted by Jim Youngson// Ben Hardaway passed away 9, Jan 
2003 after a battle with cancer. He came into the Command from a Radar 
Controller assignment in Berlin and went on to command the 6922nd at Clark, 
become the ESC Director of Inspections, and command the 6912th ESG when 
it won the Travis Trophy in the early 1990s.  His former wife, Pat, also died of 
cancer several years ago.  Ben's wife, Beth, and children Lynn and Ben III, can 
be reached at 3701 Molina Drive, Orlando FL 32837-5834, (407) 859-1473.  
//Bob Cope 
******************/******************************************** 
Robert A. "Bob" Alexander, 71, of Port St. John entered God's Kingdom 
December 30, 2002. He is survived by his wife of 50 years, Fay of Port St. 
John; Private Services with military honors and burial was held at Florida 
National Cemetery in Bushnell. //Obit submitted by Tony Lemons// 
 **************************************************************                            
Gentlemen: The following obituary is edited a bit, and was taken from the 
Pensacola News-Journal this morning, 04 Jan 2003. - Fred Charles 
Sweetman, 1932-2002 - Msgt Fred C. Sweetman, 70, of Pensacola passed 
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away on December 31, 2002.Mr. Sweetman was born April 15, 1932 of 
American parents in Paris, France. Fred spent 24 years, 7 months and 12 days 
in the Security Service of the U.S. Air Force. After retirement, he attended 
Pensacola Junior College in 1974. He obtained his Bachelor of Theology 
Degree in 1977 at Liberty Bible College, Pensacola, Florida. // I did not know 
Sgt Sweetman but since the obit stated that he was in Security Service I am 
passing this along. There may be some of you who knew him and would like 
to know of his passing. //Ed Stacey, MSgt, Ret (USAFSS, ESC, AIA, etc)// 
************************************************************** I 
just got a call from Chris Peet, Ned’s son. Ned (Peet) passed on this morning( 
10/27/02) in the Hospice where he had been for a couple off weeks. As you 
know, he elected to stop taking Kemo treatments. The lung cancer worked 
pretty fast. //Don Lambert// 
************************************************************** 
Hi Guys, I 'm new at doing something like this, but I just found out MSgt 
Retired Philip Gilhooly died.  Complications arose from a degenerative 
disease that attacked his nervous system. Phil spent 2 tours at Chicksands, 2 
tours at Darmstadt and was at Taiwan, Thailand and Kelly.  When we were 
discharged he was in management at the joint services Morse code school in 
Massachusetts.  Phil always made people laugh and he will be missed. Thanks 
//Gary Gonchar// 
************************************************************** 
SCHOLTEN, Gregory J., age 53 yrs, passed away Fri, Dec 27, 2002 
following a long and courageous battle with breast cancer.  Greg honorably 
served his country in the United States Air Force for 20 years as a Russian 
linguist, and retired in 1988.  During this time he also studied European and 
U.S. History.  He was in the process of completing his dissertation for his 
Doctoral Degree in European History when he died. In respectful compliance 
with Greg's final wishes, his remains were cremated and dispersed by his 
family. Greg and his family request that, in lieu of flowers, donations be made 
to the Cystic Fibrosis Foundation or the Breast Cancer Society. //Obit, 
Omaha World Herald // I last saw Greg about ten years ago when we had 
lunch on one of his in frequent visits back to the Omaha area, shortly after the 
death of his daughter.  After AF retirement, he had matriculated at one of the 
University of Chicago campuses as a graduate student.  I know many of the 
PWG forum will remember him from his many years of service at R/M, 
Mildenhall, Offutt and Kadena, and as a key member of the Rivet Joint 
Modernization Team that spent several years at Greenville prior to the 
deployment of the Block II test bed acft 792.  He also was a major contributor 
to the development of the RJ Modernization training program.  Throughout his 
airborne career I knew him to be a man of exceptional intellect, who always 
gave his very best effort despite his long struggle with his personal demons.  
RIP. //CMSgt Tom Tennant// Just read in the January 9 edition of The Journal 
(Plattsmouth, NE) that former USAFSS/ESC retired MSGT Gregory J. 
Scholten passed away on Friday, December 27, 2002, at age 53. Greg was a 
203/208 MA with quite a few years in the airborne program (RC-135, C-130). 
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He retired out of the 6949th at Offutt and was pursuing his doctorate at the 
time of his death.// Bill White, Email: bwhite@radiks.net Location: Omaha, 
NE// 
**************************************************************
Marion U. Newcomer Hatfield, 69, wife of Richard F. Hatfield, of Willow 
Greens Drive, (Conway, SC) died Thursday, Dec 5, 2002, at Grand Strand 
Regional Medical Center. She was born in new market Pa. She was a member 
of Trinity United Methodist Church and was very active in church, senior 
ministry, visitation group and the volunteer staff. She was graduated from 
New Cumberland High School in 1951 and from Harrisburg School of 
Nursing in 1954. She was predeceased by two sons, Timothy Edward Hatfield 
and Gregory Alan Hatfield. //Obit//Dap, I have enclosed Marion’s obituary 
and I hope you could pass the word to our many Military friends. I’m still in 
shock: lost is my beautiful wife of 45 years, “super Mom” and dedicated 
nurse! She fought a long battle with cancer, Kemo etc. but it was spreading 
fast. Thanks in advance Dap for your help. Friends always // “JUG” (Hatfield) 
// 
**************************************************************
Col. Hubert Edell “Easy” Hall, USAF (Ret), age 80, of New Braunfels, TX 
died Friday, December 27, 2002 at Wilford Hall medical Center in San 
Antonio TX. Col. Hall was born on July 6, 1922 in Dawson, TX. He married 
the former Lila Louise Mannering on August 6, 1941. Col. Hall was inducted 
in the Army air Corps on October 30, 1940, and during World War II, he 
served in Guadalcanal, Solomons, New Guinea and the Philippines where he 
received a battlefield commission to 2nd Lt. He also served in the Korea 
Conflict and Vietnam War. He retired from the 6970 Support Group USAFSS-
National security Agency in 1967. Following his retirement, he became a real 
estate broker and had his own office in New Braunfels, “Easy Hall Realty”, 
which he kept for several years. He was a member of the New Braunfels 
Presbyterian Church since 1960, New Braunfels Fair Association, life member 
of V.F.W. Post, American Legion, New Braunfels Board of Realtors, Elks 
Lodge, Masonic Lodge, Grand Lodge of sons of Hermann, Alamo Kountry 
Kickers (AKK), the Trailriders of the Bandera Hill Country, TETRA (Texas 
Equestrian Trailriders Association, founding member of the Heritage 
Trailriders Association, (formerly the New Braunfels Founders Day Trail 
Ride). //Obit/ 
**************************************************************
Anchorage resident JAMES E. MORRILL, 68, died of renal failure Dec. 21, 
2002, at Alaska Regional Hospital with his wife and daughter by his side. Mr. 
Morrill was born Aug. 8, 1934, in Johnson City, Tenn. He graduated from 
Johnson City High School and entered the U.S. Air Force. He attended basic 
training at Lackland Air Force Base, Texas, where his leadership skills were 
recognized. He was selected to remain as a tactical instructor. In 1962, he was 
chosen to attend the University of Oklahoma under the Airman Education and 
Commissioning Program and graduated two years later with a degree in 
mathematics and a commission in the Air Force as a second lieutenant. He 
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spent the rest of his military career as an electronics officer, fulfilling many 
leadership positions. Mr. Morrill came to Alaska in 1971 as chief of 
maintenance of the 6981st Security Group at Elmendorf Air Force Base. He 
retired as a major in 1976. From 1976-81, he worked as a real estate agent, 
broker and part owner of Target Real Estate Co. In 1981, Mr. Morrill was 
selected to teach Air Force Junior ROTC at West High School. During the 
next nine years as the aerospace science instructor, he led the Cadet Corps to 
many awards and much recognition. His family said: "He was highly respected 
by the faculty, but most importantly, he was loved by his students for his 
compassion, concern and desire to impart knowledge. ”Mr. Morrill retired 
from the Anchorage School District in 1990. He was an active member of the 
American Legion Post in Muldoon, fulfilling many leadership positions. He 
was involved in the Chester Park Co-op and made many friends there because 
he was always willing to help others. He enjoyed fishing and making friends 
laugh. A friend wrote: "Jim was a man of many talents who was always 
considerate of others. He never met a person who didn't like him. He will be 
greatly missed."//Obit// I read the above obituary in the Anchorage Daily 
News, Anchorage, Alaska.  I knew James Morrill while we were stationed 
together here at the 6981st.  However, I have not been in touch with him since 
those days.  You may have already received this notice, but wanted to pass it 
along for those that may have known James Morrill.  I looked in the FTVA 
Directory for his name but he must not be a member. //Roger Oleson 
Anchorage, Alaska // Jim Morrill passed away Saturday December 21after a 
brief illness. Jim was my Chief of Maintenance at the 6981st in the late 70s. 
Many will remember him for his outstanding leadership of the 81st 
Maintenance effort. During his tour at the 81st, his Maintenance section won 
numerous awards in USAFSS and was selected as the outstanding C&E 
Maintenance section in the Air Force. There was a memorial service on Friday 
Dec 21 at the Evergreen Memorial Chapel in downtown Anchorage. He 
wanted to be cremated, so there was a service only in Anchorage. His wife 
Zada will take the remains back to Tennessee in the spring for final internment 
and military honors/service. Zada's address is 2020 Muldoon Rd.#227, 
Anchorage, AK, 99504 and her phone # is 907-337-7133.//Paul H. Hass// 
************************************************************** 
For those of you who did not know Arch Armstrong, he was very 
instrumental in helping to get our organization (COMSEC Vets) started and a 
great help in locating members.  Even though he was confined to a wheel chair 
and required Oxygen, he was present at all our reunions.  Ruby cannot use the 
computer but is going to learn. She asked me to pass this on to the ComSec 
Vets and I’m sure that Ruby would welcome any calls or cards.  The address is 
PO Box 7802, Paducah, KY 42002 phone 270-442-6443.//Tony Lemons // 
Charles Darling Armstrong 73, of Paducah, KT, died at 1:40 a.m. Friday 
(Dec 27th) at Lourdes Hospital. A 1948 graduate of Kents Hill School in 
Kents Hill, Maine, Mr. Armstrong retired as a senior master sergeant in the 
U.S. Air Force after serving 23 years with the National Security Agency. He 
was a member and former post commander of American Legion Post 31; a 
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member of the Disabled American Veterans; Loyal Order of the Moose; 
McCracken County Genealogy Society; Paducah Hospitality Association; 
Sons of the American Revolution; and was Grand Chef de Gare of the 40 & 8 
Society of Kentucky. //Obit// 
************************************************************** 
Hi Dap, Sadly I have to pass along, for the FTVA, the passing of my wife. 
Virginia (Jenny) Kiger, wife of CMSGT Chuck Kiger (ret) passed away on 
30 Dec 2002 at Mt. Airy, NC, after suffering a stroke on 26 Dec.  Her friends 
will remember her during tours at Bremerhaven (58-61), Karamursel (63-65, 
Misawa (66-69), San Vito (75-78), Kelly and Ft Meade.  She is survived by 
her husband, daughter Angela Kiger of Manassas, Va., sons Kurt and wife 
Donna of Ararat, Va., and LTC Keith and Dr. Patricia Kiger of Aviano AB, 
Italy. She was a loved and gracious air force wife and mother for over 48 years 
and now is sorely missed. Thanks & Regards, //Chuck (Kiger) // 
**************************************************************  
BOILING SPRINGS - Perry K. W. Thomas, 67, of 129 Rivera Drive, died 
on Friday, January 17, 2003 at Spartanburg Regional Healthcare System. He 
was the husband of Shelby Jean Moore Thomas. Mr. Thomas was a native of 
Woodruff and was the son of the late Perry N. and Hallie Sprouse Thomas. He 
retired as a Chief Master Sergeant with the US Air Force after 30 years.  
He was a member of the United Methodist Church of the Covenant, delivered 
Mobile Meals and was a member of the Adult Bible Sunday School Class. 
//Obit // Perry, PK as most of us called him, and I served together three 
different times.   He was an excellent 202 and a very technically qualified 
analyst.   Sorry to learn of this and if you do meet with the family, please pass 
along our thoughts and prayers.   I always enjoyed working with him--he was 
a great guy.   I don't think either of us many years ago ever thought we'd make 
it to the 30-year mark but we did.   He served his country as well as any and I 
hope his children, and am sure they do, understand his contributions and 
loyalty. //Bill Strickland // Guys I just returned from the funeral.   I had a 
squadron flag from the first reunion and felt it may be appropriate to present 
this to Mrs. Thomas.   Also I printed out Terry and Bill's comments to share 
with the family.   Upon meeting the pastor prior to the service, he asked me to 
make the flag presentation and offer any comments at the appropriate time 
during the service.   This was not expected and I had no "speech" ready to 
share.   But I did present the flag before the family and the church on behalf of 
the 6924th Heritage Association.   Also I read Bill Strickland's comments as 
our comments.   The family and others were so very impressed.   Mrs. Thomas 
was in tears, of course.   Afterwards a number of men (mostly veterans) came 
to me to express how appropriate this was and how appreciative they were for 
my sharing this.   While attending funerals is not the most enjoyable part of 
my life, I do consider it a privilege to have represented all the Tigers and their 
families. //Eddie Brown// ((ED Note: all of the above extracted from 6924th 
Heritage association Web site/Dap)) 
************************************************************** 
The sad news tonight is that Donald Frederick (Don) VOLLBRECHT died 
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of cancer at the age of 68 on 12 May 2002. Don's sister, Carol Vollbrecht, 
passed on the sad news this afternoon.  Carol remembers that Don had enlisted 
in the Air Force at the age of 18 (presumably in 1951/1952).  From other 
information, we know that he served at the squadron in Bremerhaven from 
about 1953 until 1955, working as a Morse intercept operator on Baker 
Trick. //Arlen Trapp // 
************************************************************** 
Ladies & Gentlemen, I received a letter from Bettie saying that her husband 
William Wolfgang passed away on June 22, 2002 in San Antonio, TX. 
Bettie's address is; Bettie M Wolfgang, 5938 Rainmaker Street, San Antonio, 
TX 78238Phone - (210) 684-1067 //Bill Campbell// Dan, I have some info on 
Wolfgang.  He was one of the Army guys coming from Herzo to Darmstadt to 
start the AF part of the 2nd.  They converted to AF.  He was RA-13-162-311 
and a C/W operator. That’s the little bit I have on him. // Paul Laffitte // Bill 
was at Brooks in 1950, 51. Think he may also has been at 6915, Ashia. Think 
he retired as a MSgt. When he retired he was a surveyor in Bexar County. // 
Bernie Velie // 
 Hi Guys... This email sent to all the guys on Special Order TA-25, 28 April 
1969 that sent us TDY to Clark after the bomb dump explosions. On 22 
January 2003 I talked with Sammy D. Cooksey on the telephone after we 
found him thru snail mailing.  He was so excited and we talked for a good bit.  
He was planning to come to Branson in July too but he had a heart attack on 
Monday 27 Jan 03 and died.  I've been communicating with the family since 
last evening and they NEED/WANT any information we have or can muster 
on Sammy. He served at DaNang from Sept 68 to May 69 and then TDY to 
Clark. From there they PCS'd him to Ramasun Station from Jun - Aug 69.  He 
was an A1C at DaNang but we don't know his AFSC.........   Read the family 
emails below to understand they all came AFTER his military service and a 
divorce from his first wife may have cost him all his military papers/info.  The 
family came about AFTER all his service and they want/need to know 
anything we can provide to them. //Mike Gilkerson/ 6924th RSM//((ED note 
See family e-mails on pp 21/22 /Dap)) 
************************************************************** 
Gentlemen I have am truly sorry to have to advise you that I was just informed 
that one of our own, James Royce Pitney, AKA "Pitstop"  USAF, MSgt 
Retired, a classmate of mine from DLI and one of my best friends,  was killed 
this afternoon in Ashland, Ohio. Jim was a Ranger for the State of Ohio and 
was in charge of a large state park and was inspecting some work that had 
been done trimming trees when apparently one of the trees fell and killed Jim 
instantly.  This was to have been Jim's last duty day before he went on 
extended leave out west to visit his two sons on 12/17. Jim leaves behind his 
wife Irene, two sons James and Joseph who are both in the USAF assigned to 
Minot, ND and Tucson AZ, and 5 grandchildren.  Jim and Irene had been 
married for approximately 35 years. Jim and I were classmates at DLI in 1971 
when we went through Chinese Language School.  He had tours in Ramasun 
Station Thailand (where I replaced him, when he DEROS'd)  Taiwan at SLK, 
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on Okinawa where I had the opportunity to fly with him for about 4 years, and 
he then went on to cross train into "Special Arabic" and went on to serve in 
Athens and other assignments until his retirement.  He loved the AF and 
always said that if he could have been a 208 until he absolutely couldn't have 
done it anymore he would still have been flying. Jim died doing what he loved, 
working out doors in a profession that he loved which was serving others.  I 
know that in his capacity as a Ranger he was responsible for saving at least 
one life and as having to notify several families of the deaths of their loved 
ones when they drowned last year, the only part of the job he hated.  He was 
very religious and his family seems to have found some comfort in their faith 
knowing that he is at peace. I have lost one of my best friends and one of the 
kindest most gentle people I have ever been blessed to know.  Jim's sons are 
enroute on emergency leave back to Ohio and no arrangements have as yet 
been made. I will let anyone interested know as soon as it happens.  In case 
anyone is interested, the following was requested by Pitstops son (USAF 
Captain Active Duty) //Chuck Wilcox// Chuck - For those of Dad's friends 
and ChiLings who want to do something... Mom and the Rangers at Dad's 
park have set up a memorial fund to allow for needed or necessary 
training and education that would otherwise not be available due to low 
funding.  Apparently, when the Park District runs out of money, the 
individual Rangers must pay out-of-pocket if they want further 
certification/training/education.  Dad was the training officer there, and 
given his years in the USAF and experience with being a 
trainer/instructor, it seems appropriate.  The address below will be useful 
for those who desire to contribute in his name.  Thanks for all the support 
and words during this time from all his brothers-in-arms!  More later... 
James R. Pitney Law Enforcement Fund, c/o Charles Mill Lake 1271 St. 
Rte. 430, Mansfield, Ohio  44903 //Jimmy// 
************************************************************** 
Received this message from Carolyn Potoczek on 5 Feb: “I’m writing to 
inform you that my husband, Leo Potoczek, passed away. Leo died on Feb. 2, 
2002 of a massive heart attack.’ Leo was a 292X2 (at San Vito) on Charlie 
from September 1968 to March 1971. REST IN PEACE - LEO POTOCZE/ // 
Harry Meekins// 
************************************************************** 
Good Evening, Everyone. This message brings sad news about one of the 
members who served at the 41st RSM in the early years.  Mrs. Shankles sent 
an e-mail message this evening to inform us that her husband, Milford 
Howard (Nick) Shankles died on December 16, 2002 at the age of 70.  Nick 
served at the squadron in the rank of A/1C and, as of April 1954, Staff 
Sergeant from 1952 or 1953 until December 1954.  He was assigned to the 
Transportation Section as a dispatcher in the motor pool.  His home town was 
Sumter, South Carolina.  He joined the Air Force in 1950 and served until 
1960.  Nick had at least one additional overseas tour, serving in Japan from 
1956 until 1958. After his service in the Air Force, Nick chose a career in the 
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medical field.  He worked as a laboratory technician, then as a hospital 
administrator. //Arlen Trapp //  
**************************************************************  
I regret to report that Gary W. Parker died of a heart attack on a trip to 
Nashville, TN on Sunday 8 December 2002. Funeral services were (on) 12 
December in Greenville, TX, interment was in Memoryland Memorial Park in 
Greenville. I first met Gary in Feb 1959 at Yakota AFB when I took the first 
digital timer over on a B-50. Gary was the NCOIC of Maintenance In  Det 1 
6988 at Yakota in 1958 - 1962 on the B-50's and was there when I helped 
deliver the first C-130B to the 6988th in 1961. Gary W. Parker was a "wire 
bender" par excellence. After his Air Force career, Gary worked at E-Systems, 
Greenville, TX for several years and then went with a small company in 
Greenville. // A. C. Williams // He was also assigned to the Airborne Simulator 
Maintenance shop at GAFB from 62 -64??. He was my boss at Yokota and 
GAFB. Gary did not retire from the AF. Gary was in for 9 years and 6 of them 
were in USAFSS however when he left the AF he was TSGT and he went to 
LTV AKA E-Systems, Raytheon, L3 communications and also with Teletype 
and another small company and CAMSCO.//Del Jolly/  
************************************************************** 
Lt. Col. USAF (Ret) Nicholas Phillip Obzut died on December 7, 2002 at 
the age of 70, after a long illness. Lt. Col. Obzut was a graduate of the 
Pennsylvania State University and George Washington University. He was a 
21-year veteran of the United States Air Force, serving posts at the Pentagon, 
in the Strategic Air command, overseas in Japan, Vietnam and Thailand; and 
in the Security Service here in San Antonio. Originally from Waymart, 
Pennsylvania, Lt Col Obzut and family made their home in San Antonio, after 
his last assignment at Kelly AFB. Following his retirement from the air Force, 
he worked in real estate with the Guy Chipman Company and Century 21. He 
will be greatly missed. //Obit// 
**************************************************************L
adies & Gentlemen, Larry Aharrah informed me this evening that he had read 
an obituary in the local Brookville, PA paper regarding the passing of Robert 
F Lucas a former member of the 2nd RSM in Darmstadt, Germany. //Bill 
Campbell // Sorry to her of the passing of another of the good old boys – 
Radio maintenance team // Tom Hunter// 
**************************************************************

Ruth Spooner age 82 of Pflugerville, TX, died Saturday, 
November 30, 2002. She was a member of the San Antonio 
Needlework Guild of EGA, Altruie Court #89 of LOS and 
Daughters of the Nile. She was preceded in death by her 
husband Lt Col Julius L. Spooner (USAF-Ret) in 1998. 
Internment was held at Ft. Sam Houston National 
Cemetery. //Obit // Lt Col Spooner was commander of 
6913th, 6937th 6970th et al during his USAFSS career.// 
www.ftva.org – Fallen Eagles//   
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**************************************************************E
nclosed is information on the death of my husband. Please 
transfer his membership to my name. I am a Civil service 
retiree from USAFSS/ASA. Thank you “In memory of 
CMSGT William E. Royal, Retired – Date of Birth 
July 2, 1915 Columbia, South Carolina – Date of Death 
December 19, 2002 Irving, Texas – Service held at 
Dallas-Fort Worth National cemetery, Dallas, Texas 
Monday, December 23, 2002” //Mary J Royal// CMSgt 
William E. Royal, retired, formerly of san Antonio, died 
on Thursday, December 19, 2002 at Baylor Medical 
Center at Irving. He was born July 2, 1915 in Columbia; 

SC. Bill proudly served in the US Air Force for 31 years. During World War 
II, Bill flew with the 401st Bomb Group (H) and with the 4th Fighter Wing 
during the Korean War. When he retired from the Air Force in 1973, Bill had 
been with the United States Air Force Security Service for over 13 years and 
was a member of the unit’s alumni association. He was a 32nd degree Mason, 
Bill will be remembered for his strength and his quiet sense of humor. //Obit// 
************************************************************** 
My friend (Roland Kearley rolandk2@aol.com and a member of FTVA) 
informed me that Clayton "Charlie" Brown passed away last January.  He 
lived at Opal St., Moab, Utah, tel (801) 259-7462. This is what I know about 
him; "Charlie" was an outstanding S/Sgt 20270 radio traffic analyst at the 
6986th at Wakkanai back in 58-59 and was a member of Lt Harvey Angel's 
(also an FVTA member) Dog Flight, known as "Harvey's Angels".  After Lt 
Angel shipped out "Charlie", because of his qualifications and 
performance, temporarily served as flight OIC until another officer was 
assigned.  "Charlie" Brown was highly respected by his superiors as well as 
his peers.  His professionalism and excellence in producing timely intelligence 
and technical products directly contributed to the winning of the Air Force 
Outstanding Unit Award by the 6986th Scty Sqdn.  "Charlie" would have been 
on a fast track to Chief Master Sergeant had he made the Air Force his career.   
//Russ Berg// Charlie Brown’s real full name was Albert Clayton Brown, but 
among friends and family he was called Clayton. He was born Sept. 30, 
1935 in Pratt, Kansas and died Jan. 27, 2002 in Moab, Utah where he resided 
with his family for the past several years. Prior to his death, In USAFSS, he 
initially served as a Morse Intercept Operator in Japan back in the fifties; then 
to radio tfc analysis school at March AFB, and from there to Wakkanai where 
we served with him; and from Wakkanai to NSA at Ft. Meade. He then took a 
discharge and returned to Wyoming.  He went to work for the power utility 
company serving those western states and retired from it about ten yrs ago.  He 
and wife Carol had 4 daughters, 16 grandchildren and 8 great grand children.  
Military honors were conducted by American Legion Post 54 of Moab, Utah. 
Our families spent lots of time together at Ft. Meade camping and fishing with 
the kids.  I’m glad we got to see him a few yrs ago when we were out in Utah 
he had not changed a bit //Roland Kearley // 
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************************************************************** I 
received a call from Karen, the daughter of Lawrence G Smith Jr., informing 
me that Larry had passed away on 12/13/02.  Larry had served at the 2nd RSM 
during the 1950's and was a c/w operator. // Bill Campbell // 
************************************************************** 
M. Sam Dyches Born in Augusta, Georgia on Jan. 13, 1920 died 
Nov. 27, 2002 and resided in San Antonio, TX. He was preceded in death by 
his wife, Nellie A. Dyches. //Obit //CMSgt Sam Dyches worked at HQ 
USAFSS, retired and returned as a GS-Civilian and worked in LG. //Jim 
Youngson // 

Enclosed obituary for Bill (Rice), he spent many years 
with AFSS, as a captain in the 1950s. He served overseas 
WWII – Battle of Bulge. The tours at Chicksands 
(England) 1955 – 57, Frankfurt , Germany 1957 -59, 
Wakkanai, Japan 1963 – 65, Headquarters of Security 
service here (San Antonio) 1965 – 68, Brindisi, Italy 
1968- 1970, Ft Meade, MD 1970 – 1972 – retirement AF. 
We loved our tours in Security Service. Thanks! //Hilda 
Rice // Colonel William Lewis (Bill) Rice (USAF Ret.) 
left this life on Thanksgiving Morning. He is survived by 
his beloved wife of 61 years, Hilda Vernice, and their 

daughter and son-in-law, Patricia and John Strong of San Antonio. The only 
child of William and Ethel Rice was born on November 25, 1918 in St. 
Katherine, Missouri. Throughout his life, Bill was an avid reader and an 
outstanding student. After being the valedictorian of his high school class, he 
went on to earn a Bachelors degree summa cum laude from the University of 
Maryland, Bachelors and Masters Degrees from George Washington 
University and .a Masters Degree from the Air War College. For many years, 
Bill was both a Mason and a Shriner. On the day after the attack on Pearl 
Harbor, Bill Rice volunteered for the US Army; he entered military service in 
January of 1942. Later that year, he graduated from the Signal Corps Officer 
Candidate School. He served in France and Germany during World War II 
including participation in the Battle of the Bulge. During the Occupation, Bill 
served in Germany. In 1947, he became one of the founding members of the 
United States Air Force. Tours of duty in North Carolina, Virginia, Ohio, 
England, Alabama, and Maryland prepared him to be commander of the US 
Air Force Bases in Wakkanai, Japan and Brindisi, Italy. After a tour at Kelly 
Air Force Base and at the National Security Agency, Bill retired from the Air 
Force in 1972. He then worked for nine years as a civilian at the Strategic Air 
Command and the National Security Agency. Bill and Hilda moved to San 
Antonio in 1982. Bill’s military honors include the Bronze Medal, the Silver 
Star, two Oak leaf clusters, the Legion of Merit and selection for the United 
States Air Force Security Service Hall of Honor. //Obit // 
**************************************************************L

t. Col. Francis Lee Griffin, USAF (Ret) entered the 
Kingdom of Heaven February 16, 2003, at the age of 70, to 
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join his wife of 43 years, Ann Pennington Griffin. After a distinguished 25 
year career in the Air Force, Francis spent his retirement years traveling and 
spending time with his grandchildren  //Obit // Fran was a long time 
SIGINTER who carried Security Service's causes in and out of the Command.  
He was an early member of the 6818 SS at Hakata, and moved on to the HQ in 
Programs, SSO 7AF in Saigon,  the PACAF staff, HQ USAF SIGINT Branch, 
retiring from HQ on Kelly's Security Hill Remain In Touch, // Bob Cope // 
**************************************************************F

rances Leslie Olson was born in Chicago, IL, April 
9, 1910. She met her lifelong sweetheart, Harry 
Olson, at Central and they graduated together in 
1928. They married secretly in 1933 during the 
Great Depression and remained married for 68 years 
until the death of Harry. At the beginning of World 
War II, Harry was called into the Army Air Corps. 
By the time the war was over, he was a major and 
he decided to make the military a career. She 
became a supportive military wife, helpmate and a 
stay-at-home mom. The family moved from base to 
base throughout the United States, including an 
overseas assignment to Germany shortly after 

World War II. She held different offices as a military wife, including being 
appointed President of the Military-Civilian Wives Club in Wiesbaden, 
Germany by Lt. General Truman Landon, Chief of Hq. USAFE. Frances was 
often thanked for her kindness in reaching out to newcomers to the various 
military bases and commands. She went out of her way to help familiarize 
them with their new surroundings and was a real role model for the younger 
wives. Since 1965, when her husband retired from the Air Force, the couple 
settled in Helotes, TX, where they remained until late 1997, when they moved 
to Houston to be closer to their two children and their families 
 
Russ Casey Honorary Fallen Eagle 
SMSgt Russell Wayne Casey, USAF retired, served 26 plus years in the 
United States Air Force. He spent the vast majority of his time with Armed 
Forces Radio & Television serving our military community overseas. Russ 
ended his AF career as the civilian media relations officer for Tyndall AFB in 
Florida. Russ was a DJ at San Vito in 1973. Russ was assigned to the 7122nd 
Broadcasting Squadron, a USAFE tenant unit, part of AFRS. We’ll all miss 
our friend and comrade. We thank you for the prayers and well wishes. 
Regards, Harry Meekins 
((Source ‘LA FAMIGLIA’ (SVASAA) web site)) 
 
RE: FALLEN EAGLES 
 
       Ref 12-26-02 inquiry regarding death of James V. DiFederico by Albert 
DiFederico, as was noted on the Fallen Eagles Web Page. 
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       Available Information is reflected in mailing by CMS DiFederico's wife to 
the Editor of the FTVA publication: REMAIN IN TOUCH.  The following 
was contained in the June 1998 issue, p.6. 
       "Since my husband spent 29½ years in Security Service and eleven 
years working in the same area as a civilian, I'm sure there are some people 
who would like to know that James V. DiFederico, CMSgt(R) passed away 
December 6, 1997.  Thank you."  
 Gladys A. DiFederico, 405 Helen Ave, Yerington, Nevada 89447; TP: 463-
5472. 
   HOPE YOUR CHRISTMAS WAS MERRY AND YOUR NEW YEAR 
WILL BE THE BEST YET!  AR bj... (Bob Jones) 
 

Request for Sammy D. Cooksey information 
 We're putting a lot of faith in our Tigers of 1968-1969 to come up with some 
stories, recollections, AFSC, and anything else you remember about Sammy to 
provide to his family.  They didn't even have his AF Serial Number which we 
provided last nite (01/30/03) on the Special Order.  We really appreciate any 
information you can provide.........Thanks in advance............  Let's Roll Tigers 
This info is on the website and has been sent to the FTVA Newsletter 
to find out what other assignments he may have had also. (NOTE:  If you 
remember other guys that served with you that might also remember 
something..... please FORWARD this email to them also so we can get as 
many responses as possible in a shorter period of time.  Tks...) Mike Gilkerson 
__________________ 
      My name is Regina Shows and I am a daughter-in-law of Sam Cooksey.  I 
wanted to email you and inform you that unfortunately; Sam (Papa Sam as he 
was known to his 9 grandchildren) passed away this past Monday from a 
sudden heart attack. Papa Sam was loved dearly and will be sorely missed.  He 
was most certainly an irreplaceable gift we had the honor to share on this 
earth. 
      In going through the mail this week, your package was in his recent 
items. In making his funeral arrangements, we were asked about his time of 
service, rank and etc.  Unfortunately, Papa Sam's mother and father have 
passed away and his remaining siblings do not have this information.  We 
were told by the funeral home that handled his arrangements that we could 
receive a marker for his funeral and would need items such as his name, rank, 
number and discharge papers.  Without him here to ask, we are at a loss of 
where this information might be or where we might could gather that 
information. Is there any help that you might could give us in this area? 
Also, your correspondence mentioned that there was a website with 
some information about him on it.  Since Papa Sam's time of service was 
before our time with him (he is currently married to my mother-in-law which 
is a second marriage and his time of service was even before his first 
marriage), we would all love to learn about his time of service for his Country. 
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      Many Thanks in advance for any information you may be able to give us 
in order to honor his time of service. 
Regina Shows 
__________________ 
Thank you so much for your quick reply!  We certainly appreciate any 
help you can give us and of course, any memories you can add to our 
collection. Sam was a great man and like I said will be sorely missed. 
Thanks again and I look forward to hearing from you. 
Regina 
____________________ 
I can't tell you how much we appreciate your help!  Lynn (his wife) 
said he was excited about the reunion and was planning on attending.  His 
daughter lives in Arkansas so it would have been a double-hit to get to see 
both old friends and family on the same trip.  I truly hate that he will not get 
to be reunited with many of his service buddies although I am sure he has run 
into a few of them in heaven already! Thanks again for this information.  I will 
pull them up and print them now and get them to the funeral home to see if 
they will suffice. Many Thanks on behalf of his family! 
Regina  
((ED Note: If anyone has any info or comments, please forward to Mike 
Gilkerson whose address is in the directory and his e-mail is 
(mikegilkerson@charter.net) /Dap)) 
 
Wounded Eagle -Update  
Hey Danny and Bob, 
     Good hearing from you.  Good time to let you know I took my last dose of 
chemo yesterday for this cycle (5th).  I will have a little break and then start 
my 6th and hopefully last cycle of chemo on Feb 12th, projected to finish on 
Feb 20th.  My blood work, tests results, and everything else are looking very 
good.  Last results that came back were excellent; my kidney and liver levels 
are normal, no active signs of cancer at this time.  My doc says he has no bad 
news at all, just have to tolerate the chemo.  He is calling me his "poster 
child"....that gave me a boost of confidence, but in the back of my head I have 
to keep my guard up, just knowing how sick I am. The chemo is just tearing 
my up physically, getting through the nine days of chemo hell and know it's 
working helps.  My physical therapy is coming a long very well also.  I am 
now running on the treadmill, oxygen saturation is excellent, and also rock 
climbing at the gym with my physical therapist. All my physical activities are 
closely monitored by my PT.  My strength is still down, but that will come 
back after chemo and a 3-5 week physical therapy program, then it's back to 
work....can't wait for that. 
     I want to also add that my insurance (Tri-Care Prime) has been outstanding, 
I was assigned a case manager through Tri-Care and she calls and checks up 
on the family to see if we need anything.  I can honestly say the system as a 
retiree is working for us at this time....a little rocky start at first, but Cindy 
nipped that in the bud pretty quick.  The cost of a cancer patient is 
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unbelievable, we are averaging about $25,000 a month in medical treatment, 
fortunately tri-care has pre-arranged cost agreements that don't have to pay the 
entire amount. We as a family pay $12 co-payments for each office visit, 
sometimes that is waived since I have to go so often...it's still a chunk of 
change we are paying, but compared to a lot of other HMO's we are doing 
okay.  We have awesome doctors and facilities. 
      I have heard from several FTVA members and that has helped me get 
through this ordeal, people I don't even know have sent us cards of 
encouragement, e-mails, phone calls, etc.  I have had people fly in to visit us 
also, all from our awesome USAFSS/AFIC/AIA family.  The most resent 
visits were from Duane and Teri Bushway from Maryland, Duane and I were 
DFers at Misawa on Able Flight and we have stayed in touch over the years 
and it was really nice to see him.  Duane had a couple heart attacks this past 
summer, so I was surprised he did come out....he looked great and both he and 
his wife nursed me for a couple days during chemo.  Then I had a visit this 
month from Margo Chestnut and Frank Skinner.  Margo was TDY to Peterson 
AFB from NSA and Frank lives in Fountain, just south of the Springs, and 
recently retired.   It was great visiting with them....fortunately I was feeling 
pretty good when they were here so I threw a couple steaks on the grill and 
cooked them a decent meal...hahahahha.  My next surprise was a visit from 
Donna Maatta (Joseph); we worked together at Misawa in the DF day shop for 
several years.  She was TDY to the Springs also the same week as Margo and 
dropped in for a couple hours, we had an excellent visit and just kept cracking 
each other up.  I even made her take a picture with me, but I promised to not 
send it to the world....hahahahha. 
      Again, thanks for staying in touch over the last several months and my 
family and I look forward to seeing everyone in the future.  If you are ever in 
Colorado come stay with us, we will spoil you rotten. Take care and positive 
energy and thoughts to all of you. 
Larry [Alire]   
 
 (Ref December issue pages 24-26) – Vince Bucher – Wounded Eagle 
   Any chance of getting another copy of the last Newsletter?  My brother-in-
law has lymphoma and someone else with the same diagnosis described his 
treatment in the last newsletter.  Unfortunately, I tossed it and need another 
copy.  My brother-in-law would really like to contact this other individual to 
see if they can compare successful treatments. My address is Tom Fallon, 
5033 W. Sago Palm Ct., Lecanto, FL 34461 
  Tom Fallon ((Copy of Newsletter sent 1/13/03-Dap)) 

  
 
 

“Welcome Home 2nd RSM to the San Antonio 2004 Reunion” 
 Les Layman and the Reunion Committee have selected the dates, the 
hotel and the events for our 2004 San Antonio Reunion.  
 All the reunion events will be at the Hyatt Regency Hotel in San 

          REUNIONS 
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Antonio, TX on the world famous “Riverwalk.” The Committee has asked the 
Hotel to set aside a block of a minimum of 125 rooms with check-in on 
Tuesday April 13, 2004 and check-out on Friday April 16, 2004.  
 The estimated cost for the hotel room will be $99 (normally $179) 
plus tax per night, single or double occupancy.  
 Cost for the planned events will be $95 per person. This will include 
all costs for the 3 events and the hospitality suite plus the handouts when you 
check-in to the hotel. We will be required to begin paying for the scheduled 
events in the spring of 2003.  For Further information and Registrations forms 
Contact: Bill Campbell, 3620 Marion Court, Independence, MO 64055 – 
Phone (816) 836-8606 – E-mail bcamel01@aol.com  OR Lester Layman, 
20126 Horizon Way, San Antonio, TX 78258-3156 – Phone (210) 479-6555  
E-mail LLayman@Worldnet.att.net 
 
Chicksands Reunion at Wright-Patterson AFB 

Any and all help would be appreciated. This thing is in its infancy, 
and I simply cannot do it all by myself.  

My most desperate need is for a roster, on Excel, to be set up and 
maintained by someone. A roster of those interested in attending such a 
reunion. Name, address, e-mail address, time at Chix, unit at Chix, that sort of 
stuff. Great for creating mailing lists, etc.   Any volunteers!?   
  The Cold War wing of the USAF Museum is to be opened officially 1 
April 2003. My thinking was more of a summer reunion (you know how 
deadlines sometimes are not met).  I only learned of that official opening date 
a short time ago; no definite date had been given me. The museum is one heck 
of a museum, has an IMAX, a British Quonset hut with some Chix stuff, and 
the red English phone booth, I am told, has a Bedford exchange?!   
 Sharon Lee Butcher, Reference Librarian, AEDC Technical Library, 100 
Kindel Drive, Ste C212, Arnold AFB, TN 37389-3212,931-454-4430, Fax: 
931-454-5421, sharon.butcher@arnold.af.mil  
______________________________________________________________ 
Sharon, I will be pleased to assist.  And I'm confident that some of my Class 
of 1950s will volunteer as well. For all:  Sharon needs assistance in setting up 
a Chicksands Reunion at Wright-Patterson AFB in early April.  Any of you 
retirees have enough energy left to be able to assist? 
 
AWG III  
USAF COMSEC VETERANS GROUP2004 Reunion 
 
 YES, WE ARE GOING BACK TO BILOXI FOR OUR NEXT 
REUNION IN JUNE, 2004! 

Greetings! We just completed our 5th successful reunion in St.Louis, and 
although we had a lot of last minute cancellations, those who attended had a 
great time. Biloxi, Mississippi was chosen as the next reunion site. Many of us 
had our first experience with Morse Code at Keesler AFB in that city, so it will 
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be truly “BACK TO BILOXI’ for many of us. 
        I departed from St.Louis and drove back to my home in Florida by way of 
Biloxi. After checking out all the pros and cons of different places, we have a 
contract with the President Broadwater Towers in Biloxi. The reunion will be 
held there June 10-13, 2004. We have negotiated a group rate of $ 65.00 plus 
tax (about 10%) per night. This includes a very nice continental breakfast, and 
the meeting rooms and banquet facilities are very adequate for our needs. This 
rate is guaranteed until May 19, 2004, so even though it is early, don’t wait. I 
know a couple of our members have already made their reservations. You can 
do so too, by calling toll free 1-800-THE-PRES (WHICH IS 1-800-843-
7737). The Broadwater Towers is owned by the President Casino, but is 
completely removed from the Casino. This was a consideration for those who 
do not want the Casino atmosphere. For those who do, a shuttle runs from the 
hotel to the Casino every few minutes. For further info contact: Tony Lemons, 
2692 Walnut Drive, Palm Harbor, FL 34683 Phone 727-736-1993 E-mail 
tonylem@gte.net 

(Source: USAF-COMSEC Veterans Group Newsletter, November 2002) 
 
6924th Reunion 2003  

The 6924th Scty Sq will hold their third reunion in Branson, Missouri during 
the period 22-24 July 2003.  For information, contact Mike (GIL) Gilkerson by 
email at mikegilkerson@charter.net. Thanks guys....   
 GIL 
 
6910Th 60’s 70’s Group Reunion 2003 

The 6910th 60's and 70's Darmstadt/Augsburg Group will have their reunion 
in San Antonio 25 through 27 Sept 2003. For more information contact Red 
Barthel at: redbarthel@ucnsb.net 

 
15Th/6922nd RSM Reunion 2003 

15th/6922RSM Association will meet in Biloxi, MS the first weekend in 
October 2003. Contact: Benonidds@WebTV.net or Dr. B.W.Asdell, P.O. Box 
172, Loogootee, IN 47553 

Airmen stationed at Darmstadt 50 years ago return to tour closed casern        
By Eric B. Pilgrim, Stars and Stripes  

DARMSTADT, Germany — 
few people knew that a small 
group of airmen lived in 
Darmstadt in the 1940s and 
1950s.  

USAFSS HISTORY & MEMORIES 
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On Wednesday, 19 of those airmen reunited for the first time in Darmstadt to 
reminisce about what life was like then. Stories abounded, but even 50 years 
later, their lips remained tight about the mission. 
 
"You could say we were associated with radios," said Brad Moerlins. "I can’t 
really say because I’ll get into trouble. But we were put here with the Army so 
nobody would know we were here." 

 
Seventeen of the veterans called the local tourist office a year ago to plan a 
tour of Darmstadt and nearby Frankfurt. The office called 233rd Base Support 
Battalion officials, who helped organize the two-week reunion. On 
Wednesday, those 17 enthusiastic, silver-haired veterans and their families, 
plus two veterans still living in Germany, took a trip down memory lane. They 
stopped at Cambrai-Fritsch Casern, staring wide-eyed at a half century of 
changes. 
 
Under the command of 2nd Radio Squadron Mobile, U.S. Air Force Security 
Service, many of the veterans lived and worked at the casern. By the mid-
1950s, the unit became known as the 6911th Radio Group Mobile. 
 
Veterans marveled at one-soldier rooms in the Cambrai barracks that had held 
several airmen back then. "We had about six or eight guys in these rooms 
then," said one veteran. Another veteran laughed at how well the soldiers have 
it today compared with then. But Norwood LeConte of Saco, Maine, added 
that they also had it good. "We felt as if we were modern back in those days," 
LeConte said. "That was 50 years ago, but we were modern at the time. We 
had it as good as you could get it." 
Another stop on their tour was the old Ernst Ludwig Casern, site of the 
original Darmstadt unit location before they moved to Cambrai. Ernst Ludwig 
is now owned by the city. Veterans fanned out across the abandoned weed-
covered casern and infiltrated old dusty buildings, now sitting empty. "The 
mailroom was on the first floor," said one veteran who once lived in the 
hollowed barracks. Another veteran smiled and pointed into an ordinary-
looking room halfway down a hallway. "This was the pay room," said the 
man. Another man marched into the room, came to attention and called out an 
ancient serial number, before saluting and marching out. Both laughed. 
 
Other memories fell from their lips like they happened yesterday. "We got 
here in February 1949 and started the security service here," said Steve Elkins, 
from Cornville, Ariz. "We were the mother security service here." 
 
Tom Hunter, from Orange City, Fla., said he spent three years stationed in 
Darmstadt and had never visited the city center until Tuesday. He spent most 
his time in Frankfurt as a young airman, he said. "My fondest memory was 
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meeting my wife in Frankfurt," Hunter said. "I used to have a direct path from 
the front gate to the [train station], and later back to the front gate." 
((Source: http://ww2.pstripes.osd.mil/01/aug01/ed081601h.html )) 
 

Old 2nd RSM Operational area 

Local Training Area 6910 (Dagger Complex) is located on the boundaries 
of Darmstadt and Griesheim. The headquarters of the 66th Military 
Intelligence Group is located in facilities next to the training area. The 
2nd Radio Squadron Mobile [USAF] built the Dagger Complex, their 
former Operations Site. The 2nd RSM was stationed at Ernst Ludwig 
Casern from 1947 to about 1953, when it moved to Cambrai Fritsch 
Kaserne. It stayed there until 1971, when it was deactivated.  

In December 1999 the US Army Intelligence and Security Command 
(INSCOM) and the US Army Europe (USAEUR) returned the 66th 
Military Intelligence Group's Augsburg base to Germany. The 66th MI 
and its 527 MI Battalion had completed their move to new headquarters in 
the Darmstadt suburb of Griesheim. The move started in 1995. The $18 
million bill for renovation of the Griesheim complex updated some 
buildings which dated from Germany's Nazi era. The move was difficult, 
particularly because the group's 50 functional intelligence areas had to be 
seamlessly phased in at Griesheim while being phased out at Augsburg. 
INSCOM called it the most complex relocation ever.  

((Source: (www.Global Security.org) maintained by John Pike)) 
 
 
 
 
Spot-light – Where are they now? 

Barbara Boatright, San Antonio 
express News Food Travel and Books 
editorial assistant, once a month treats 
fellow employees at the newspaper 
with homemade sweets to celebrate 
stff birthday. “Baking birthday cakes 
for co-workers started back when I 
worked at the Air Force Information 
Warfare Center at the air Intelligence 
Agency at Kelly AFB. On March 17, 
1997, three years after I retired from 
Kelly, I started working at the san 
Antonio Express-news as a temporary 
employee in the Featues department.”  
Barbara was a long time employee of 
USAFSS/ ESC/ AFIC/ AIA starting 

  NOTES & LETTERS 
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with  employment at the Air Force Cryptologic Depot in the ‘60s. 
((Source San antonio Express-News Jan 8, 2003 Photo Kevin Geil/staff) 
 
Subject: Larry Tart 
A note to all who love and respect Larry: 

Within the hallowed halls of NSA, for those of us who still work there (me), 
is a publication called "The Communicator." 

Today's issue had an article about historical activities, and to put things into 
perspective, the author referred to Vigilance Park, part of the NSA Museum.  
There was a paragraph or two about the C-130 which sits in the park, and a 
healthy reference to our world-renown author, Larry Tart, who presided over 
the rededication of that RC-130 in the recent past. 

It spoke favorably about Larry (now don't pick on him; NSA loves him, as 
we all do), and I was struck by the credit line, so richly deserved, given Larry's 
role in bringing the RC-130 to the park. Way to go Larry!  I thought you'd 
enjoy the anecdote! 
Bill Gray  
 
6910th RGM 
Dan, How can I get in touch with 6910th RGM members who were stationed 
at Sembach AFB from November 1958 until July 1961, particularly with an 
MO of 20351-D? Sincerely, 
Ron Beattie, (a new member) 
December Newsletter, page43 – (USAFSS6910th50s) Lou Dimuro’s son 
 
Re your recent note to or at least printed in  the Freedom through Vigilance 
Assoc .Knew your Dad while in AFSS in Germany many years ago. He was a 
gentleman and one of the nicest guys around.  He was well liked by all who 
knew him. You can be justly proud of him.  His name should be on the roster 
(perhaps that of the 'fallen') on the 6910th50's website.  There should also be 
several pictures which include your Dad on the same site. 
If you do not find them, put a note on the web and we will help you locate 
them. A couple of them were my submittals so if you would like hard copies, I 
can e-mail what I have directly to you. I am sure others would do the same, 
just ask them at the address shown in as 'copy to' in this message.  
 
Maury Malo 
 
FTVA Sign In (Looking for info) 
 
Last Name:            BROOKS 
First Name:           LAURA 
Email:                brookslj@iimef.usmc.mil 
City/ State:       CAMP LEJEUNE, NC 
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Comments: I JOINED MILITARY BECAUSE OF MY PAPA'S 
INFLUENCE. HE PASSED AWAY, LUNG CANCER, 1999. ANYONE 
OUT THERE KNOW HIM? MSGT CLINTON STOKES WAS IN TEXAS, 
ILLINOIS, AND THEN CRETE WITH 6931ST SEC. GRP. FROM '64 TO 
'67, AT NSA/FT. MEADE '67 TO RETIREMENT.I MISS HIM & WANT TO 
KNOW HIM BETTER. 
 
FTVA Sign In  
 
Last Name:            Wade 
First Name:           Don-Patrick 
Email:                dpwade@sbcglobal.net 
City/ State:            Mesquite, Texas 
 
 Comments: My Dad was I believe a member of the squadron. I am on the sly 
looking for anyone who remembers him and would like to get in contact with 
him. Name Don Beverly Wade. Of the enlisted ranks, He made chief in the 
end of his service. To me he is my personal Hero. He is getting older but I still 
believe he could, if need be, kick my a... His tour of service, limited in 
timeline by what I know, Japan, Vietnam, San Antonio, etc. oh yes lest I forget 
Berlin, duh that’s how I came into being. 
 
FTVA Sign In - Looking for Info 
 
Last Name:            Hardin 
First Name:           Barbara 
Email:                   Scotties39@yahoo.com 
City/ State:            Estill Springs, Tennessee 
Comments: My late husband William T. Hardin, (tall red head) was USAFSS 
6989 RSM.  He went back and forth to Vietnam.  Wound up with Agent 
Orange related problems. Looking for any info as to his service in USAFSS. 
My husband was USAF Ret., Senior Master Sergeant.  He retired eff. Aug. 1, 
1984.  He died 4 Sept 2000.  Thank you, 
 
Barbara Hardin 
 
Guest book message  
 
  My father was SMSgt George L. (Woody) Wood, who served in USAFSS 
from mid 1958 (training at March AFB) until retirement at Key West (Cudjoe 
Key) in 1969. In between he was stationed at Misawa (6921), Headquarters at 
Kelly AFB, and 6910th at Darmstadt. He died 12/31/99. I am trying to put 
together a biography, and include info from his military career. I have little 
info on his actual work during his time in SS, I know he is listed as a 29290, 
but am not sure what that signifies. If there is any one in this group who knew 
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my dad, or might be able to assist me in understanding this aspect of his life, 
please email me. Thank you in advance 
 
Bill Wood 
Email: bill@woodbill.com 
Location: MA, USA 
((ED Note: George Wood has been listed as a Fallen Eagle and data can be 
found on web site www.ftva.org “Fallen eagles” //Dap)) 
 
FTVA Sign In  
 
Last Name:            Walsh 
First Name:           David 
Email:                   pixwords@mindspring.com 
City/State:             Chevy Chase, MD 
Comments: Journalist in WASH DC seeking contact with SECGP members 
aware of/involved in EC-121s overflying USS Liberty during 1967 Israeli 
attack in June, '67 - on/off record, For freelance article for Naval History 
magazine,  (USNI).  I'm a guest to this 'site & thanks for listening 
 
 
FTVA Sign In  
 
Last Name:            Mack 
First Name:           Robert 
Email:                bobamack@adelphia.net 
City/ State:                                Scranton, PA 
Comments: My Uncle is Anthony Baciewicz.  After seeing his name 
associated with "The Beaner Banner" I realize how much he loves our country 
and how much he sacrificed for our freedom. I am honored to be his nephew. 
 
Tony Baciewicz  
Please forward to Robert Mack: 
 Robert: 
 Your uncle, Tony Baciewicz, is a much revered member of Security 
Service/Electronic Security Command.  He is also a member of the Prop Wash 
Gang, which is made up of former and current flyers.  Many of us have flown 
with Tony in various parts of the world, and still correspond with him via the 
'net on a regular basis.  He was in San Antonio a week ago for our annual 
reunion.  For more information about us, check out www.silentwarriors.com 
Good to see your comments about him. 
  
Lonnie Henderson (chief@caddoelectric.net) sending from the cultural center 
of the entire southwest, if not the known world 
 
Freedom Through Vigilance 
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I (Harley Robert DeShane) was a member of USAF Security Service from Oct 
1958 to Jun 14th, 1971 (when I was discharged). I joined the NY ANG in Oct 
1974 to Jan 1984 when I retired as a TSGT. I would like join. Please E-Mail 
the information that I need to know. I am a Diabetic and have had 2 Heart 
Attacks and 5 By-Pass surgery. Currently 20% VA Disabled and trying to get 
100%. I am on 100% social security disability. Thanks, 
Harley R DeShane 1987 Preble Road, P.O. Box 105, Preble, NY 13141-0105 
(607) 749-357 
 
FTVA Sign In 
 Last Name:            Gilkerson 
First Name:           Mike (GIL) 
Email:                   mikegilkerson@charter.net 
Comments: If you served in the 6924th Scty Sq, Danang, Vietnam or Ramasun 
Station, Thailand and want to join 600+ other members of the unit, or its 
predecessor units, contact me at mikegilkerson@charter.net with your 6924th 
svc dates. 
 
Request for Help for Former ESC Member  

I need this posted to as many ESC People as possible. I am applying 
for several jobs as an Intelligence Analyst with the Federal Government and 
they need references of people I was stationed with who knew me as a 202X0 
during my Air Force Career 1979-1992.  I was attached to the following units 
during the noted dates.  I am looking for people that can vouch for both my 
character and my abilities as a 202.  Can you help?  I need the following info: 
Name 
Address 
City - State – Zip 
Phone 
Here are my Tour Dates: 
1979 - Goodfellow AFB, TX 
1980 - NSA Ft Meade MD, A25 
1981 - 1983 - 6931 ESS, Iraklion AS, Crete 
1984 - 6947th Homestead AFB, FL 
1985 - 1987 - 6932nd FS Kunia, HI 
1988 - 1992 - NSA/Ft Meade, MD/NSOC 
Appreciate your help in advance; 
Sam (aka "Shuck") Walker  
 
Guestbook message (www.ftva.org) 
 
From: (Walter) Ted Hansen 
Email: W-Hans@Webtv.net 
Location: San Diego. CA 
 I was a member of the original 3rd RSM (G) formed in England in 1943 
during WW2. The cryptanalyst/translator group (which I was in) was added in 
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May 1944 in preparation for the invasion of Normandy. We operated 
continuously from July 3, '44 until after arriving in Germany (near Frankfurt 
am Main) in June '45 after the armistice until later that year. The only trace of 
our existence I have found is Arnold Franco's book, Code to Victory a very 
complete and fascinating accounting of the activities of all detachments in 
England, France, Belgium and Germany. If anyone knows anything about any 
of the former members of the 3rd Radio Squadron Mobile (G) (for German) 
please contact me. Thanks. 
 
Guest sign in book  
 
Hi, just wanted to sign in on your guest book...prior member SAC and 
USAFSS 6981st Det 3 and 6984 RSM Elmemdorf and Shemya (the rock). In 
Alaska early 60 to late 61.Good site. Thanks 
Bill McGarry - bgmac@xensei.com - Pembroke Ma 
 
Subject: Updated Website (COMSEC 136th RSM) 
Tony (Lemons), I've updated my Website and would like to share it with the 
COMSEC guys and gals. I dug up a couple of 45 and 78 rpm recordings, 
which were buried in a drawer for about 50 years. They were recorded in 
Japan in the early 50's. I had them made into CDs so I could put them on the 
Website. I've also added some photos contributed by Emil Wilson and Kendall 
Ropp from the early 50's. I think the old Far East hands will enjoy them and 
the music should bring back many memories. The website is: 

 http://carol-bob.home.att.net . 
 Click on "Listen to Japanese music from the early 1950's". The new photos 
are in "136th CSS Photos" and "K55 and Korean Photos". Please forward this 
message to the COMSEC Group. Thanks, Tony and take care, your buddy, 
Bob Spiwak 
 
Bob Spiwak has updated his website and asked that I forward this to the 
ComSec group.  Even if you were not in Japan or Korea, check it out.  You 
might recognize someone you knew, since most of us had our paths cross in 
the 136th.  Tony (Lemons) 
 
Request for rosters 

Hi, my name is Loran Unger and I was stationed with the 6910th 
Radio Group Mobile at Sembach Air Base, Germany from June 1960 to 
summer 1961 when it moved to Darmstadt and joined the 6911th Radio Group 
Mobile.  These two units morphed into the 6910th.  I left the unit in 1963 and 
returned to CONUS. I was a Polish 203. 

I went to Czech language school in Monterey and returned to Hof, 
Germany in 1966 to 1970.  Most of that tour was spent TDY in the Bavarian 
Woods on the Czech border.  I also spent two years in Augsburg with the 
6913th until my retirement in 1980. I realize your involvement might have 
been earlier than mine, but if you have a roster of people I'd like to see it. 
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Loran Unger 
4725 Michael Place, Colorado Springs, CO 80918 (719)531-0539 
((Source: RAY M. THOMPSON raymackt@attbi. / Richardson, Texas)) 
 
FTVA Sign In  
Last Name:            Linsten 
First Name:           Jerry 
Email:                   easygo@peoplepc.com 
City/State:              Natalia, TX 
 Comments: Have rejoined the FTVA and wonder why in the world I had let 
my membership lapse. Bremerhaven 55-58,HQ 58-59 Personnel then to 
Goodfellow for 202 and back to SpecCom til Zwei 60-64,Oki 64-
67,CommandPost 67-70,Phu Cat 70-71,Hq 71-73,Oki 73-74,Med evac, asgnd 
Lackland in personnel til 79. 
FTVA Sign In 
Last Name:            WARD Sr. 
First Name:           EUGENE G. 
Email  EUGENE625@WEBTV.NET 
City/ State:           BUFFALO, NEW YORK 
Comments: I WAS ASSIGNED TO MANY USAFSS UNITS FOR ABOUT 16YRS. 
OF MY TOTAL 26 YRS. MY DUTIES WERE ASSIGNED IN MATERIEL 
CONTROLS & BASE SUPPLIES. ASSIGNED UNITS: 6925/22ND 1961-62, 64-66,70-
72; 6987TH 1966-67,72-74; 6960TH 1963-64,67-68; TUSLOG DET.95 1968-70; 
SKIVY-NINE (OSAN,KO) 1976 -78; NKP/RAMASUN, THAI 1975-76; TDY TO 
DANANG 1964-65; KORAT,THAI 1973 74. MANY MAY REMEMBER ME FROM 
MY BASE & SQUADRON LEVEL BASKETBALL TALENTS, WITH MANY OF 
THESE UNITS. THERE IS A FRIEND'S NAME THAT I RECOGNIZE IN THE 
GUEST LIST, (THOMAS GALLOWAY 9-03-2001) POWER PRODUCTION, 
GENARATOR MAINT. IF THIS IS THE SAME GALLOWAY, WE WERE 
ASSIGNED AT RAMASUN & SKIVY-NINE, OSAN. THE LAST I HEARD OF HIS 
WHEREABOUTS, HE WAS ASSIGNED TO THE 6948TH, MEDINA AB, TX. I 
WOULD LIKE TO GET IN CONTACT WITH HIM, AND ANY OTHERS THAT 
MIGHT REMEMBER ME. H/P: 716-885-1562 CELL: 716-465-6127         E MAIL                    
(EUGENE625@WEBTV.NET) PRIME (BIGGENE1939@WEBTV.NET); 
(EUGENEWARD@PALM.NET). 
 
Reading material 
  
     The February 2003 issue of the VIETNAM Magazine has an article written 
by Capt Norman Kiar (USN. Ret) concerning the Naval Security Groups 
SIGINT operations in Vietnam. Rather bland but still does bring up the terms 
COMINT/COMSEC in a publication sold/released to the general public. Just 
thought you might want to pick up a copy and read the material.  
       I subscribe to the VIETNAM Magazine but they sell it at Barnes & 
Nobles and probably Borders too. The BX might even carry this publication. 
Last year they had an article on the Air Force’s intelligence efforts. Just 
covered a short bit on us, still was interesting.  
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Don Edgcomb 
 
FTVA Sign In  
 
Last Name:            Cuevas 
First Name:           Frank 
Email:                   fcuevas5@netscape.net 
City/ State:            San Antonio, TX 
 Comments: Great site.  Brought up a lot of memories.  Spent my 24 year 
career as a 207X1/1N2X1 with USAFSS to AIA.  Retired at San Antonio in 
'97 stationed at Kelly.  Had assignments at Misawa twice, San Vito, Okinawa 
and Hawaii.  Frank 
Thank You for Leo-Paul Deshaies 
Leo-Paul Deshaies signed guest list on 3/2/2002.  Would like to send my 
thanks to him.  As my supervisor while stationed at Darmstadt in the middle 
sixties he provided the leadership and guidance I needed.  Thanks to this kick 
in the butt I turned out to be a fairly good person. Thanks and feel free to 
contact me if you need to be refreshed as to who I am. Hope to hear from you 
in the near future.  By the way I ended up with a Master's degree. Attached 
below is my AF career synopsis: 
Grover Gardner "GG" Gore 
MSgt (Ret) USAF/USAFSS - September 58 - October 78 
SYNOPSIS OF CAREER 
Sep 58 - Dec 58      3702 BMTS (Drum and Bugle Squadron) Lackland AFB,TX 
Dec 58 - Sep 59     3382 School Sq, Keesler AFB, MI AFSC 29231 Class 04029 
Sep 59 - Mar 61      6925th Radio Sq Mobil, Clark AFB, PI 
Mar 61 - Aug 62     Tuslog Det 3-1, Trabzon, Turkey 
Sep 62 - Mar 64      6925th Security Wing, Clark AFB, PI 
Mar 64 - Sep 65      6948th Security Sq, Goodfellow AFB, TX 
Sep 65 - Dec 68      6910th Security Wing, Darmstadt, Germany, "D" Flight 
Dec 68 - Feb 69      Training Goodfellow AFB - Fairchild AFB – for Vietnam 
Feb 69-Feb 70         Det 2, 6994th Security Sq, Pleiku AFB, Vietnam 
Feb 70-Mar 72        6949th Security Gp, Offutt AFB, NE 
Mar 72 - Nov 74     6917th Security Gp, San Vito, Italy "B" Flight 
Nov 74 - Feb 77      6987th Security Gp, Taipei, Taiwan 
                               (USAFSS NCO Academy Class 75-G Nov 75) 
Mar 77 - Oct 78     Carswell AFB, TX.  Due to family desire to remain in Fort Worth                   
  declined E8 and projected re-assignment to Korea for retirement. 
Oct 78 - Present       Fort Worth, TX 
Email:  gggore@hotmail.com,35 Brenton Road, Fort Worth, TX 76134-1912 
 
JOHNNY Cash 
Hi...Was watching Larry King's CNN Show (12/29) when the guest was 
Johnny Cash. Cash mentioned that he served in the USAFSS as an Intercept 
Operator. Do you have any knowledge or information as to when he served 
and what base he served at? I am '57 - '59 USAFSS Misawa AFB. Thanks. 
Matt Davison 
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>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>Response<<<<<<<<<<<<<<<<<<<< 
Johnny Cash was a member of the 12th RSM, 1951 to mid 1954. He purchased 
his first guitar downtown Landsberg, and formed a band, ”THE 
BARBARIANS" doing gigs at the Officers, NCO, and Airman’s Club........It 
has been reported but not verified that Johnny also spent some time at the 2nd 
RSM in Darmstadt.....There are two pictures of Johnny, taken at the 12th 
RSM, in his section of the 6910th Security Group 50's website.  
http://www.usafss6910th.org/JohnnyCash.htm 
MARVIN L MOBLEY, Msgt, USAF retired, AF14452463, MRGRG 4820 
Riverside Drive, North Myrtle Beach, South Carolina, 29582 
m0m01@hotmail.com  
Joe Finley - Fuchu Service  
Hi Joe, 
Just read your post - it was the first one I saw from anyone who was ever at 
Fuchu.  I was a 202 in the 6988th RSM at Fuchu working TRANSEC from 
Sep '59 to Mar '62.  I don't recognize your name but I'd enjoy talking about 
some of the memories.    Back then, my last name was Romanoski.  The 
family had it changed to Roman in 1963. Send me an e-mail about what you 
did at Fuchu and maybe we'll find out that we knew each other! 
John Roman 
Lockheed Martin Corporation 
Naval Electronics and Surveillance Systems - Marine Systems 
2323 Eastern Avenue, Mail Point 27 
Baltimore, MD  21220-4207 
Voice:  410-682-1924 
Fax:     410-682-1996 
john.roman@lmco.com 
 
Thanks for visiting the FTVA web site and filling out our form 

Thanks for the reply to my registration. I am forwarding your site to a 
number of us in the 6901st (Zweibrucken, Germany) who are still in contact 
with one another. Enjoy your site AND your involvement. Let me know if I 
can assist you guys in any way. Regards,  
Dick Brun, 714-778-3234 (DickBrun99@aol.com)) 
 
FTVA Sign INs 
 
Last Name:            Farmer 
First Name:           Dave 
Email:                 david.farmer@acsalaska.net 
City/ State:           Anchorage AK 
Comments: Was in the USAFSS from '65 to "74.  292x2 school at 
"Goodbuddy", 18 months at the 6931 in Crete 65-66, 6910th at Darmstadt 67- 
70, and the rest as a 202 at the 6981st Elmendorf. Got out and stayed in 
Alaska.  Would like to hear from anybody I may have worked with.  Those 
were the days.  



March 2003                                                                       Remain In Touch 

35 

 
Last Name:            Phillips 
First Name:           Paul 
Email:                pfphillips@blomand.net 
City/ State:              McMinnville, TN 
Comments: Assigned to 6981st RGM from 1959 through 1962 as a Radio 
Intercept Operator - soon changed to Morse Intercept Operator.  TDY to St 
Lawrence Island for 30 days for a special assignment - about 1960.  There 
were only about 12-15 of us.  Let me know if you were one of us. 
Last Name:            Emerson 
First Name:           Dennis 
Email:                  demerson@proaxis.com 
City/State:             Lebanon, Oregon 
Comments: After learning Chinese at DLI (MAFAC) and tech school at 
Goodfellow, Altitude Chamber, Water Survival, POW training (1974-1975), I 
was assigned to 6990SS, Kadena AB Japan flying Burning Candy on RC-135.  
Transferred to Berlin to be assigned with my wife Cathy Post, who was 
assigned to 6912SS.  Got off active duty but joined reserves receiving my 
commission.  Assigned to AFSAC, AFSAC-ESA, AFSAC-PSA, 67IW.  
Retired 1998. 
 
 
Last Name:            Knotts 
First Name:           Jerry 
Email:                   jeknotts@adelphia.net 
City/State:            Thousand Oaks, CA 
Comments: Very nice website supporting a great group of individuals. Spent 
over 10 years in Big Safari and I know the value of the contributions made by 
these people. Authored the "History of Big Safari along with Pat O'Malley. 
Your aircraft are in there but the book was written before we could describe 
the missions openly. Wish you all the very best of success. 
 
 
Last Name:            Goumas 
First Name:           George 
Email:                    ggoumas@dol.state.nj.us 
City/ State:             South Amboy, New Jersey 
Comments: Greetings, I attended X-1 Tech School during 1968, spent nine 
months at the 6993rd/Charlie Flt, 15 months at the 6922nd/Baker Flt, and 15 
months at the 6917th/Able Flt. I am an active member of both the Cobra Den 
and La Famiglia web sites for personnel assigned to Clark AB. P.I., and San 
Vito Dei Normanni, Italy.  I am employed as a Disabled Veterans Outreach 
Service Officer with the State of New Jersey. God Bless the Silent Warriors, 
and pray that he guides our President during these trying times.   P.S. It took 
me three attempts to pass the Morse code test on the Cobra Den Site. 
 
Links to other Security Service Sites 
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I enclosed some URL’s to other Security Service web pages. A 
few toward the end of the list give some history of a few units. 
15th RSM                           http://freepages.miIitary.rootsweb.com/~jwheat 
 2nd RSM                           http://mywebpages.comcastnet/2ndrsm/indexhtm 
3rd Radio Group Mobile, 6981st/381st        http://www.geocitiescom/aia381is/ 

6901st alumni Page                               http://www.6901st.org/mainegate.htm 
6910th 50’s Group                                             http://www. usafss69l0th.org/ 
6910th-Darm/Augsburg  http://www.angetfire.com/co4/6910thd2a/index.html 
((Mount Eckstein (Rimbach) - West Germany 
OLAA/OUA/ Det 1 of 6910th Security Group      http://www.rimbachvets.org 
& Det 1 of 6912th/6913th.)) 
6910th Augsburg                            http://www.almgraph.com/fsa/6910th.htm 
6911th RGM Cambria-Fritsch Kaserne  
/ Det-1 Rhein Mein Air Base                 http://donmar.org/691lrgm/index.htm 
6912th RSM                                            http:/www.txppl.net/6912th.html 
6912th RSM - Dog Flight                                 http://www.irdon.com/6912ss/ 
6913th Bremerhaven                                 http://www.6913th.org/ 
6914th RSM                            http://members.aol.com/rsm6914/sembach.htm 
6916th (1960-1990)                                                    http://www.6916th.org/ 
6917th Security Group-SanVito http:/www.almgraph.com/fsa/AFSSmain.htm 
6918th Hakata, Japan       http://members.aol .com/cyberdenis/army/units.htm 
6922nd ESS - Clark AB       http://members.tripod.com/~cobrasite/index.html 
6922nd Cobra Den                                http://members.tripod.com/~samsonr/ 
6926th RSM-Project GREEN MOON, 
Shiroi AB, Japan                                                http://www.irdon.com/6912s/ 
6929th and 6903rd    http://www.geocities.com/Tokyo/Lights/2052/page2.html 
6931st Scty Gp                                     http://pws.prserv.net/varney/6931sgi 
Irakalion / Crete and 6931st ESS        http://www.usafss.org/~kriti/index.html 
Berlin Island                            http://www.geocities.com/pnaanda/index.html 
6937th Comm Gp, Peshawar Air Station(Pakistan)http://6937th.50megs.com/ 
6985th ESS – Eielson AFB – Alaska     http://6985ess.dyndns.org/index.php3 
6986th RSM, Wakkanai AS, Japan 
                                                   http://6986thrsm.homestead.com/Home.html 
6987th Scty Gp–Taiwan     http://members.tripod.com/Shulinkou/Dawgl.html 
6990th CENTURY CLUB - COMBAT APPLE  
Kadena AB – Okinawa                           http:///www.usafss.org/~centuryclub/ 
1st RSM      http://www.bobnfumi.com/1radio.html#I%20do%20have%2Othe 
68th Info Oper Sqdn    http://www.brooks.af.mil/HSW/PA/68I0S%20fact.htm 
USAFSS ESC AFIC AIA Network               http://www.usafss.org/index.html 
USAFSS Misawa Family                                                  http://usafss.4t.com/ 
6922nd History               http://members.tripod .com/~cobrasite/6922hist.html 
Kirknewton 37th RSM           http://members.lycos.co.uk/esar/kirk52-66.html 
History of units-Misawa 
                                  http://www.misawajapan.com/heritagehall/airforce.htm 
Lineage and Honors 1st RSM  http://www.bobnfumi.com/lineagehonors.html 
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Two Rock Ranch 
                     http://www.hcnews.com/depot/frank/temp/TwoRockRanch.html 
8th RSM story         http://www.genealogy.org/~granbury/braden/braden.html 
29th RSM Clark                      http://www.angelfire.com/sd/zcap/aptwar.html 
History information 
                   http://www.javadc.org/Tsukiyama%20on%20Radio%20Intel.htm 
6924th Da Nang                                               http://6924ss.homestead.com/ 
Defense Language Institute Club (Yahoo) 
                                   http://groups.yahoo.com/group/defenselanguageinstitut 
Beaner Banner                                                 http://www.beanerbanner.com/ 
EC-47 History Site                                             http://www.ec47.com/dir.htm 
Link to Chicksands 
                   http://www.bedford.gov.uk/bedford/chicksands/rafchicksands.asp 
Berlin unit                                   http://berlinerphil.tripod.com/4690hist.html 
Korean War (NSA) 1950-1953: SIGINT                 http.//www.nsa.gov/korea/ 
NSA                                                                                 http://www.nsa.gov/ 
FTVA - Freedom Through Vigilance Association            http://www.ftva.org/ 
USAFSS LITE - Ed Leonard (Operator 98) 
                                                            http://www.operator-98.com/usafsslite/ 
National Army Security Agency Association                http://nasaa-home.org/ 
Army Language School - Presidio of Monterey, California 
                                        http://mywebpages.comcast.net/monterey/index.htm 
USAFSS Units in Augsburg      http://www.almgraph.com/fsa/AFSSmain.htm 
CRETE                                                     http://crete.sccomm.com/index.cfm 
SILENT WARRIORS - Prop Wash Gang       http://www.silent-warriors.com/ 
SILENT WARRIORS - Korean Linguists 
                                                 http://www.geocities.com/Tokyo/Lights/2052/ 
NATIONAL VIGILANCE PARK 
                                 http://www.nsa.gov/display/c130/index.html 
((Source: Bobby Edwards – 6924th Heritage Association Web site)) 
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FREEDOM THROUGH VIGILANCE ASSOCIATION 
P. O. Box 691616 

San Antonio, TX 782269-1510 
      VIGILANT PARTNERS 

2003 
GOLD PARTNERS 

Aegis Research Corporation   
         L-3 Communications (Greenville) 
        Security Service Federal Credit Union 

   Propwash Gang   
           Symantec Corporation  
   Veridian   
         Raytheon (Falls Church)  
     

                     SILVER PARTNERS 
     Freedom Through Vigilance Association 
       Doyle Larson   
                 “Picnic Partners 
                                     SAIC 
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   BRONZE PARTNERS 
           ACS Defense, Inc.   

      Bd Systems, Inc. Centurion Group             
                       Bishop Associates    
                             Bob Cope    
                       Fisher House, Inc.  
                Jerry McKenna – Sculptor  
                     Grover McMakin  
           6924th Heritage Association   CACI, 

Inc.     
    PATRON 
PARTNERS 

        Command Technologies, Inc. 
          Contemporary Printing  
          Midnight Print and Copy                   
                  Donald Bundy      
General Dynamics          
King’s Lounge   
      Okey’s Antiques and Collectables  
    

 
 
Current as  of February 2003 
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