
 September 2003                                                                 Remain In Touch 

1 

 
 
 

As you receive this edition of Remain In Touch, you should have 
already sent in your reservations and check(s) for the Reunion weekend. If you 
didn't receive your reunion packet, misplaced it or the dog ate it, you can still 
be a part of this year's celebration.  There's still time but seating for the 
reunion Banquet is limited so you need to act now.  At last report we still had 
slots available for the Golf Tournament but that too will fill up soon. Go to the 
Association's Web Site, www.ftva.org, download the forms and other 
information, fill out the forms, write check(s) and mail them post haste to 
Grover ”Mac" McMakin.  We going to have another great turnout and we want 
you to be part of it.  
            Information Warfare has really come to the forefront as a key element 
in defeating the enemies we face today.  The cyber world, coupled with 
sophisticated advances in technology, has significantly changed the nature 
of war fighting.  Many of those advances and successes in battle have captured 
headlines, and many more, appropriately, will never be recounted on CNN or 
elsewhere. We are especially looking forward to hearing our guest speaker for 
the Reunion Banquet, Lieutenant General Michael Hayden.  As Director of the 
National Security Agency we know he'll be able to shed some light on the 
invaluable work our silent warriors have done and are doing in the war on 
terrorism.   
           This will be my last President's Corner as I will pass the gavel to the 
new President after the Annual Meeting.  Your leadership team has selected 
some outstanding nominees to fill the officer positions on your Board of 
Directors who I know will carry on the tradition of service to the Association 
membership and to the Command.  I have been blessed during my term as 
your President with a group of Board members who are talented, dedicated 
and give of their time freely and willingly for the benefit of all of us.  I thank 
them one and all.  I also want to acknowledge the strong support of Major 
General Paul Lebras and his staff.  He believes in the importance of 
maintaining the heritage of the command from its earliest beginnings to 
today’s modern, high-tech Information Warfare machine.  From the day he 
assumed command, General Lebras has welcomed and acknowledged 
your Association as an important adjunct to the command and has included 
FTVA in numerous command activities and events.  And, I want to extend a 
heartfelt thank you to our Vigilant Partners.  Their continued financial 
contributions have helped us average more than $9,000 a year in financial 
support to the command to help underwrite a number of key personnel 
recognition programs.   
            While we are proud of the tremendous performance of all our Armed 
Forces men and women in the recent operations in Afghanistan and Iraq, the 
conflict is still ongoing. Daily reports of casualties in Iraq and terrorist acts 
around the globe remind us that the command's motto, and our organization's 
name -- Freedom Through Vigilance -- really stand for the key role our 
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military plays in helping maintain our way of life and assuring the freedom of 
our children and grandchildren in the future.  Please keep our troops in your 
thoughts and prayers.   
            So, it's Reunion time once again. Come help us remember those who 
have passed on, honor those who epitomize the excellence we all strive for, get 
the latest on AIA from the "head shed," elect new Board leaders for your 
Association, demonstrate your prowess on the links, relax with a cold 
beverage and with old and new friends at the Command picnic and get a big 
picture view of the challenges we face from our guest speaker at the 
Banquet.  It will be a great time, and it will be even better if you are part of it. 
             Hope to see you in September and, remain in touch.  
 
 John Worthington          
 
 Resignation from FTVA Board & Golf Tourney  

All:  I'm very sorry but with my current and projected personal and 
professional commitments through the end of the fiscal and calendar year, I 
am unable to continue as the Sports Coordinator for the FTVA BOD.  As a 
result, I am resigning my position on the BOD, effective immediately. 

Much of the pre-planning for this year's September tourney has been 
done by Capt Lepine and myself.  It is well in hand.  However, changes must 
be made to the mail-out on the form (i.e., replacing my name and address) 
with my successor. 

Thanks for the opportunity to serve during the past 1-1/2 years; I've 
thoroughly enjoyed it. 
Dennis R. Buxton, Evolvent Technologies, Inc., USAMISSA - San 
Antonio, dennis.buxton@amedd.army.mil 210-637-2390 (direct) - 210-
637-4620 (fax) 471-9700, ext 2390 (DSN) - 210-389-0089 (cell) 
 
Dennis’ 

Received your notice of resignation today and regret that you must 
resign.   However, I appreciate your personal and professional considerations 
and sadly accept you stepping down.  In your short time with the BOD, you 
have made significant contributions to the restructuring of the Annual Reunion 
planning and in putting on one fine tournament.  Your close work with your 
AIA counterpart I know will serve us, and whoever replaces you, well.   
  Thanks very much for you efforts.  You have made a difference.  
While you’re leaving the Board, please don’t be a stranger. Best regards, 
 John Worthington  
President FTVA  
((ED Note: Joe Hurst (Co-Chairman Sports) will Absorb all duties and 
Responsibilities from Dennis. /Dap)) 
                    
 
 
    2003 Hall of Honor Selectees 
                       Lieutenant Colonel Reginald Gilbert, USAF (Ret) 
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8135 E. Jenan Dr 
Scottsdale, AZ 85260-56 15 

(480) 951-5838 
BRMB@earthlink.net 

 
Lieutenant Colonel Russell E. Harriger, USAF (Ret) 

RD2 Box 347 
Brookville, Pa. 15825 

(814) 849-8929 
kharriger@earthlink. net 

 
Chief Master Sergeant Alfred J. (AJ) Harrison, USAF (Ret) 

P0 Box 1159 
706 Liveoak Dr. 

Johnson City. TX 78636-1159 
(830) 868-5400 

Alfredharrisonl@earthlink.net 
 

Chief Master Sergeant James A. White, USAF (Ret) 
12311 Sir Lancelot Dr 
Glenn Dale, MD 20769 

(301) 464-8501 
(301) 688-8274 

gemwhite@ao1.com 
 
Above individuals will be inducted into FTVA Hall of Honor on Saturday, 
27 September. Ceremony will take place 0930 – 1030 am at AIA. Command 
Briefing and FTVA annual meeting will commence after HOH ceremony. 
 
 

 
 
 
 

Information in the form of letters, notes, fax, e-mail, or by phone is 
accepted as true and factual.  In order to include as much information as 
possible, some of it may be edited for brevity or may be delayed for later 
publication.  Publishing of any article or notice in this Newsletter does not 
assure accuracy or endorsement by the Association or Agency. Also, 
Regular mail/E-mail directed or forwarded to FTVA should include a 
statement “Do not publish” if publication not desired. //DND// 

 
 
Correction to June Newsletter  
 
Reference page 21, June newsletter 2003,”(USAFSS 6910th 50s) Barracks at 
Brooks AFB”, Roy Motz e-mail address should read:  rmotz@valleyip.net  

EDITOR’S DISCLAIMER 
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FTVA     ADDRESS CHANGE 
Please be advised that there has been a change to the FTVA mailing 
address. 
This only affects the last four on the Zip Code. Previously, the address 
was: FTVA 

P. O. Box 691616 
San Antonio, TX 78269-1510     The new address is: 
 
 FTVA  
P.O. Box 691616 
San Antonio, TX 78269-1616 

 
EC-47 Display (Ref June Newsletter Pg 5) 
 
Greetings Tom,  
      It's been a long time.  I hope life is treating you well. Regarding your June 
FTVA newsletter note about establishing an EC-47 for display at 
Goodbuddy... 
If there is serious interest, recommend you contact my brother, Marty, at 
Worldwide Aircraft Recovery.  He should be able to help out. Marty led the 
crew that removed the F-100.  Shortly afterward, he mentioned that someone 
in the GAFB leadership had expressed interest in eventually getting an Intel 
bird, such as a U-2. 
      Marty and his gang have moved just about everything and naturally have 
beaucoups contacts.  He is currently at Wright-Pat disassembling a B-1 for 
transport.   
      You can reach him at:  marty@worldwideaircraft.com Regards, 
 
Mike Batura 
 
45th Anniversary of Intel Training at Goodfellow AFB  
 
      This year marks the 45th Anniversary of Air Force Intel training at 
Goodfellow AFB.  We'll celebrate this important milestone the weekend of 3-5 
October 2003, beginning with a golf tournament for early arrivers on 3 
October, a banquet featuring Maj Gen Doyle Larson as keynote speaker on the 
4th, tours of Goodfellow's training facilities that afternoon, and brunch on 
Sunday morning the 5th. 
       
      We invite anyone who had anything to do with establishing or conducting 
intelligence training at Goodfellow to join us. Please call to get us your 
name so we can send you an invitation, or simply call the 17th Training Wing 
Protocol Office to RSVP and we'll get you information on the weekend's 
events. 
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Col Marty Neubauer 
17th Wing Protocol: (325) 654-5400 or DSN 477-5400, or email 
david.thompson@goodfellow.af.mil 
 
 
 
Phone numbers  
Just a quick note to let you know that the 49 members of FTVA living in San 
Angelo now have a new Area Code of 325 vice 915 to be finally effective 
around the 3rd of OCT. 
 
Don hillisd@cox.net 
 
 

Employment Opportunities  

 We're a contractor at the NSA in Ft. Meade, MD working on several major 
programs.  These include programs that are focused on IT skill sets, focused 
on intelligence analysis (SIGINT, imagery, linguists, etc.), and information 
assurance (data security, TEMPEST, etc.).  We are hiring like crazy here and 
wanted to reach out to some of your group who may be looking for work. 
  
Thanks.  Your consideration is greatly appreciated. 

 
Janos Gaspar 
Vice President         
 (310) 556-4140 ext 322 
  

The linked image cannot be displayed.  The file may have been moved, renamed, or deleted. Verify that the link points to the correct file and location.

 
janosg@transquest.net 
http://www.transquest.net 
 
 
 
 
Comment – Employment Opportunities 
Last Name:            Gaspar 
First Name:           Janos 
Email:                janos@transquest.com 
Comments: We are a contractor out at the NSA in Ft. Meade, MD.  We are 
staffing up several major programs that involve IT skills and other programs 
that require intelligence type skills, such as linguists, GIS and imagery 
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analysts, and other SIGINT positions.  We are also heavily involved in the 
new Information Assurance Directorate and are looking for data security 
types, including TEMPEST professionals. I am looking to make contact with 
anyone on your guest list who may be looking for work in the intelligence 
community, commercial world... 
 

Cold War certificates still available  
Release No. 7-21-03 - July 31, 2003  
Alexandria, Va. - Service members, veterans and federal employees who 
served between Sept. 2, 1945 and Dec. 26, 1991 are still eligible for a Cold 
War Recognition Certificate, said officials of the U.S. Army Personnel 
Command.  

In fiscal year 1998, the secretary of Defense approved awarding the 
certificate to personnel who served during the Cold War.  Thus far, about one 
million people have responded out of the 22 million entitled to receive the 
certificate, officials said.  

An application for the Cold War Recognition Certificate can be found 
on the Internet at https://coldwar.army.mil.  The Web site informs applicants 
about the correct procedures and the required documentation to receive the 
certificate.  It also reminds you that the minimum turn around time is six 
months.  

Applications will only be accepted by fax or mail, officials said.  
More information on the certificate can be found on PERSCOM's Cold War 
Web site or by calling customer service at (703) 325-5864.  
(Source: Air Force Retiree News – submitted by Bruce Buchanan) 
 
Newsletter Announcement  
On July 30, 2003, Matt Davison addressed the Associates Vietnam Veterans of 
America on Veteran Homeless, at the Vietnam Veterans of America National 
Convention in St. Louis, Missouri. On July 31st, Matt was inducted into the 
Chaplain of Four Chaplains Legion of Honor and given the Humanitarian 
Award for five years service to Homeless Veterans and Veterans 
Incarcerated. He was also honored with the Associates Vietnam Veterans of 
America Member of the Year Award for 2003. Matt Davison served with the 
6921st RGM, Misawa AFB, Japan, and the 6986th Det. in Wakkanai, Japan.  
kola19_38@yahoo.com 
KOREAN TRIBUTE   
 Hi All,  
 A few weeks ago the City of Bellingham (WA) placed a sculpture recognizing 
the county¹s veterans of the Korean War in one of our local parks. As you can 
see, it¹s a representation of a pagoda. Inscribed are the names of the men from 
Whatcom County who lost their lives. It¹s a beautiful setting, and a nice, if 
tardy, tribute.  My wife took this photo of me along side of the sculpture last 
week.  
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Jay Hynds (usafss6910th50s) Korea Defense Veterans of America 
 
Korean Defense Veterans of America - KVDA 
Joined this organization a while back and thought it may be of interest to any 
of you who served in Korea. Flyer info as follows: How does the KVDA work 
for you? Serving Active and Former Korea Vets - working issues directly 
affecting current and former Korea service veterans. A PROVEN record of 
success - Nationwide networking - persistence on Capitol Hill. Membership is 
open to all who served in Korea between 1945 and the present date. We 
welcome all Korean Pre War, War, and Cease-fire veterans. For more 
information, visit our website: kdvamerica.org or write KDVA Info, PO. Box 
631, Middlesex, NJ 08846 We just opened up a local chapter in Mass. with an 
office in the State House - Room 545-2 Boston MA 02133 (617) 523-1441 
State Commander is Jeff Brodeur email kdvamass@aol.com Check out their 
website - pretty interesting! Regards – Ron Kreusel (Source 6924th Heritage 
Assoc Web site 30 June 2003) 
 
Certain Veterans May Be Eligible for Copayment Refunds 
    VA Press Release. Washington — Veterans insured by the Hartford Life 
Insurance Company or the USAA Life Insurance Company may be eligible for 
a refund of their VA copayments. 
    In a recent settlement with the Department of Veterans Affairs and a 
coalition of insurance industry groups, Hartford and USAA paid VA approxi-
mately $11.1 million. The settlement involves payments for care provided by 
VA to insured veterans with Medicare or Tricare supplemental coverage from 
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Jan. 1. I 995 through Dec. 31. 2001. 
    “This settlement clarifies the claims reimbursement process.’ said Secretary 
of Veterans Affairs Anthony J. Principi. “It not only resolves the litigation but 
also reimburses those veterans whose copayments to VA should have been 
covered by their insurance. “ 
    Veterans insured by Hartford or USAA who paid VA copayments for VA 
medical care they received from Jan. 1, 1995 through Dec. 31, 2001 may ask 
VA for a refund of their copayments on a first-come first-served basis. All 
requests for refunds must be postmarked by April 1. 2004. VA will notify by 
mail those veterans who may be eligible for refunds according to records on 
file. Other veterans who believe they may be eligible for a refund may obtain a 
claims application form by calling a special tell-free number (1-866-258-2772) 
between 8 a.m. and 8 p.m., EST, Monday through Friday. They also may 
download the application from the VA website at www.va.gov/hottopic/. 
 
Need Sworn Statements for Vietnam Duty? 
Terry the Krait made the following entry a couple of days ago to wit: "AIA 
destroyed the AFSS microfiched personnel records from the Nam era. The 
upshot is that anyone who thought they could rely on the old USAFSS 
Command Records to verify their assignment to DaNang for VA claim 
purposes is now S-O-L. They're gone. BUT ... if a person can locate and get a 
sworn statement(s) from anyone who served with him in Nam, the VA will 
accept their affidavit." I am easy to locate and willing to assist anyone who is 
named on the Special Orders changing the unit from a Det to the 6924th and 
needs help proving they were at Danang during May 1965-May 1966. The Ice 
Man /Frank Beckman /Unfortunately, the S.O.s that Iceman mentioned 
doesn’t include those Sqdn members who were at DaNang TDY.  People in 
the TDY category should round up every piece of paper they have from the 
Nam era: TDY orders, TAs, pay records, airline ticket stubs, photos -- 
anything that'll serve to prove where they were and when. And don't overlook 
your fellow Tigers: there may be other men on those Orders and TAs as well. 
In short -- your personal records from your AF years are now "golden." 
Protect them -- and share them. Terry Kearny ((Source 6924th Heritage 
Association – MyFamily.com))  

 

 

The Association has learned of the following losses from caring 
relatives/friends and/or obituaries. We extend our prayers and sympathy to 
their loved ones. 

Jack F. Aten, USAF-Ret 
Bernice “Bern” Augustinus, Wife of Colonel Robert H Augustinus, (deceased) 
Hubert E. Blankenship “Blank”, MSgt, USAF -Ret 
Norma Elaine Brown, Maj. General, USAF -Ret 

    Fallen Eagles 
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Donald W. Carter, USAFSS – 6910th 50s Vet 
Wayne Robert Ciepiela, MSgt, USAF-Ret 
Jack Couples, 2nd RSM/6910th 50s Vet 
James H. Dillingham Jr., SMSgt, USAF-Ret 
Robert “Bob” Forsman , USAFCOMSEC Vet 
Roy S. Goldsmith, USAFSS, 6913th RSM 
Charles E. Golightly, ASA/USAFSS Vet – 1st RSM 
Richard “Jug” F. Hatfield, CMSgt, USAF- Ret 
Roosevelt Franklin Henderson, SMSgt, USAF-Ret 
Edward A. Lefferts, Lt Col, USAF- Ret 
David Mowrey, SMSgt, USAF-ret 
Pearl Jeter (Bobbie) Oberdorf, Wife of CMSgt (Ret) Robert E. Oberdorf 
Murl G. Olson, SMSgt. USA/USAF- Ret 
Harold L. Pape Sr., SMSgt, USAF-Ret 
Hal Prichard, USAFSS - 2nd RSM Vet 
Ralph L. (Bull) Rich, USAFSS Vet, GS/Civ -Ret 
Paul R. Roberts, USAFSS - 2nd RSM Vet 
John D, Sherrrill, Maj USAF-ret 
Bobby (Bob) Pittman Sledge, MSgt, USAF-Ret 
 
In the mail today I received the following from Cathy Cupples; // Bill 
Campbell// This note is to inform you of the death of Jack Cupples on June 
18, 2003.  Jack died of pulmonary hypertension which we thought was a short 
term thing.  We did not realize he had a fatal disease.  We were so sure they 
would fix the problem I miss him a lot, sincerely, //Cathy// Dear Friends and 
Family, I am so sorry to inform you that my father, Jack Cupples, passed away 
unexpectedly Wednesday afternoon, June the 18th 2003. Please stay in touch; 
we will send out memorial information as soon as the day and time are set. 
These first few days we will be addressing the immediate issues of his 
crossing. Just after this, we will contact you once again with pertinent 
arrangement information. Thank you for your support. He will be well missed 
by all. Sincerely, //On behalf of Mrs. Catherine Cupples, Laura Cupples 
Murphy, Lisa Bachand, and their families. Please pass this information along 
to any one who you think would wish to know, thank you ever-so-
much.//Submitted by RAY M. THOMPSON// This news was shocking to me 
personally because after half a century, I exchanged e-mails with Jack not 
more than three weeks ago. I had worked with both Jack and John Cupples (no 
relation) in the intelligence section and Jack brought me up to date with some 
of the other guys with whom we worked. My sincere condolences to his 
family. — Jim Duffy 
************************************************************** 
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Dear friends. This is to inform you that Major General 
Norma E. Brown, USAF Retired, passed away July 21 
while on vacation in Cheyenne, WY. Death was caused 
by pulmonary embolism. It is with a heavy heart that I 
send you this email to let you know that our friend 
Norma Brown was taken ill on Monday, July 21, while 
we were vacationing in Cheyenne, Wyo.  She went to the 
hospital emergency room with stomach pain and trouble 
breathing about 3 in the afternoon.  The doctors 
performed various tests and procedures to determine the 
cause of illness but her condition worsened and she died 

at 2a.m Tuesday morning.  A subsequent autopsy listed primary cause of death 
as pulmonary embolism.  Norma was 77 years old.  Her remains (were) 
returned to San Antonio.  Services (were held) at Leon Springs Presbyterian 
Church on Monday, July 28. Norma leaves behind one daughter Denise 
(Bunny), husband Stefen Ramos, and their 8 year old son Zachary. If you wish 
to send cards their address is: Mr. and Mrs. Stefen Ramos, 10367 Tippacanoe, 
San Antonio, TX 78245.  If you wish to send memorials may I suggest the 
Cystic Fibrosis Foundation or the Leon Springs Presbyterian Church.//Mary 
Turner // Major General Norma Elaine Brown, USAF Retired, passed away 
on July 22, 2003 while on vacation in Cheyenne, WY. General Brown was a 
native of Florida but she had adopted San Antonio, TX as her home and had 
lived in the Leon springs community since her retirement from the Air Force 
in 1982. After graduation from Florida State University in 1949, General 
Brown taught physical education in middle school and high school for two 
years in Lake City, FL. She entered the Air Force in December 1951 when a 
force buildup was in effect for the Korean Conflict. At that time she was one 
of approximately 13,000 women in the Air Force. In the following years she 
served as a personnel officer and WAF Squadron Commander at a variety of 
bases in Washington, DC; San Antonio, TX; England, Taiwan and 
Newfoundland. In 1972 after promotion to Colonel she became commander of 
the 6970th Air Base Group at Fort George BG. Meade, MD and in 1974 she 
became the first woman wing commander when she assumed command of the 
6940th Security Wing at Goodfellow AFB, San Angelo, TX. In 1977 she was 
promoted to Brigadier General and assigned as the Deputy Chief of staff for 
Personnel and manpower, Air Force Logistics Command, Wright Patterson 
AFB, OH. Two years later, after promotion to Major General, she assumed 
command of Chanute Technical Training Center, Rantoul IL. She retired in 
August 1982 after 32 years service. Her military decorations include the 
Distinguished Service Medal, The Legion of Merit and the Meritorious 
Service Medal. Additionally in 1982 she received the Order of the Sword from 
the enlisted members of the Air Training command in recognition of her 
dedicated support of the enlisted forces. Also, the USAF Security Service  
Alumni Association elected her to their Hall Of Honor in 1993.She was 
selected a member of the San Antonio Woman’s Hall of Fame in 1986, and 
she was named a Florida State University “Grad Done Good” in 1980. She 
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holds an honorary in Philosophy from MacMurray College, Jacksonville, IL  
After retirement from the Air Force, General Brown served  on the Board of 
directors of Government Employees Insurance Corporation (GEICO) until 
retirement in 1994, //Obit// Dan (Bright) - Indeed.  I knew her very well.  On 
several occasions we traveled TDY to Europe and the US.  In fact, I was with 
her when she learned of her promotion to BGen.  She was my Group 
Commander when I made Chief and sent a very nice personal note of 
congratulations.  I am very sorry to learn of her passing.  She was a very 
respected leader of people. I will pass the news to others who know her. 
Thanks again Dan and best wishes always. // Tom Echols sends. // ((For 
Related news articles see pages 19/20)) 
************************************************************** 
Ladies & Gentlemen, Today I received the following from Ambrose (Jack) 
Jackson regarding the passing of Murl Olson on June 9, 2003.// Bill 
Campbell// Bill, I am very sorry to have to notify you that Murl G. Olson, 
former member of the 2nd RSM and 10th RSM/6951st RSM/6950th  RGM 
passed away Monday night, June 9th, 2003.  Murl suffered from various 
ailments, but I understand that he died from heart failure. Murl lived at his 
daughter's home in Kissimme, FL, since his wife died in 1995, and my wife, 
Pat, and I frequently saw him. He and I often went out to breakfast for a plate 
of good old SOS, which we both liked very much. He was a good friend and I 
will miss him very much. Regards, //Ambrose (Jack) Jackson // 
************************************************************** 
LAWRENCE -- Charles E. Golightly, 73, died Tuesday (January 21, 2003) at 
Academy Manor Nursing Home in Andover. He worked as an engineer for 
MJA COM in Burlington until he retired. Born and educated in Wilkes Barre, 
Pa., he served in the Army from 1947 to 1948. He was stationed at Fort 
Monmouth, N.J., trained as a radio operator and served in Japan for the First 
Radio Squadron, Mobile, APO 994. He also received the Army of Occupation 
Medal-Japan. Mr. Golightly helped with the Meals on Wheels program at the 
Lawrence Senior Center. Memorials may be made to the Cancer Management 
Center at the Holy Family Hospital, 70 East St., Methuen, MA 01844. // 
http://www.eagletribune.com/news/stories/20030123/OB_004.htm 
Copyright© 2003 Eagle-Tribune Publishing.// 
To all friends and associates of James H. Dillingham Jr., It is with deep 
regret that I must inform you of the death of Mr. James H. Dillingham. Mr. 
Dillingham passed away on Friday July 18, 2003 at Riverside Hospital at 
approx. 10:10 pm. Mr. Dillingham served his community for 5 years as the 
CEO of Computer Security Intelligence Group, Inc.  He also served as a sworn 
Special Police Officer for the Cities of Hampton, Newport News, York 
County and Virginia Beach before stepping down as CEO on June 30, 2003. 
James H. Dillingham Jr was a member of the United States Air Force and 
will be laid to rest in Dayton National Cemetery in Dayton, Ohio on 
Friday, July 25, 2003. He served in so many units I don’t know where to 
start.  I know he worked at NORAD, Colorado Springs, CO., Davis-Mothan 
AFB, AZ (Compass Call project, The 6916th SQ. and so many more.  He 
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served 20 years and 2 days.  Retired and just recently gained his 100% 
disabled Veteran status.  I just recently found out that the Air Force knew he 
had diabetes for 20 years and never told him.  It wasn’t until he retired that a 
civilian doctor requested his sealed medical records and told my father.  
Because it wasn’t treated he developed many other conditions that made life 
pretty rough in his final days.  This of course made him ineligible for any type 
of life insurance, also leaving my mother with very little.  It seems unfair that 
a man who gave 20 years and 2 days to his country got short changed by the 
very country he swore to protect. I am sorry, thank you for listening; he loved 
the service and would have done it all over again if asked to do so. I also 
served proudly in the US Air Force from Feb. 1989 until Dec. 7, 2000. // 
James H. Dillingham III, CEO/ President, csig@cox.net 757-592-8305// 
Many of you probably remember Jim. He was a 294/205. I was stationed with 
him at Offutt between 1973-1977 and again at Davis-Monthan when we 
established the COMPASS CALL program there beginning in 1981. Jim was 
the first Supt. of Ops for COMPASS CALL. As I recall, he retired from the 
AF in late 1983 or early 1984 and worked for a couple of different contractors 
before moving to Hampton and starting his own business. //Bob Lambert// 
************************************************************** 
Ralph L. (Bull) Rich, age 72, of San Antonio, TX died on Saturday, May 31, 
2003. Bull was past President of the Valley Hi Optimist Club and the South 
San Antonio School Board where he was a member for twelve years. Bull was 
also an active member of the “Snake Pit Society”. During the Cuban Missile 
Crisis, Mr. Rich received the Department of the Air Force Exceptional 
Civilian Service Award. Mr. Rich was well known and respected for his 
volunteer work in many youth programs. He was an entrepreneur with many 
businesses over the years, the last being Election Support Services. Survived 
by: beloved wife of 50 years, Jean Rich. //Obit // I know he (currently) wasn't 
a member of the FTVA, but Ralph "Bull" Rich was well-known by many of 
the old timers. His Security Service stint began in Chicksands, and ended at 
Headquarters, in AF Spec Comm Center, where he retired as a civilian. He 
was a dynamic man and taught many people survival skills in the admin 
portion of the business. He was also a football coach for SCP3 in the early 
60's, and the founder of King's Lounge. There’s not much doubt in my mind 
that in the early to mid 60's he was "Mr SCP." A man who aptly filled the 
description "Tough, but oh, so gentle."// Lynn Hebeler// Thanks    Dap,    
We   have   a   guest book     for   friends to   sign. Porter   Loring   will   print   
them   all   out   at   the   end of   3  month's     into    an   album   for   us   to   
keep.  Would   appreciate   it   if   you   would   pass    this   on   also.    It   is   
www.porterloring.com.    Go   to   the   Ralph (Bull)   Rich    site     and   
just   sign it   or   you   can   leave a   message.   We    will   miss him   but   
he was   so   sick   the   last   few month’s     and   on   oxygen   and in a   
wheel   chair.  He   hated   being   so   dependent   on anyone      that    I   
think   he   was    ready.  We   had   just   celebrated   our   50th   
anniversary in   April. I    will    just    remember    all    the   good    times. 
Thanks    again // Jean Rich // ((For related news article see page 21.))  
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************************************************************** 
Paul R Roberts died from kidney cancer on May 17, 2003 per his sister 
Marian Willits.  He retired from teaching at the local high school in Lincoln, 
KS in 1992.  Over the past several years Paul had provided me with numerous 
pictures from the time he was stationed at the 2nd RSM in Darmstadt plus a 
cassette tape of his favorite AFN sign-off music that was played on the bus as 
we returned from working the second shift at the Operations area.  He had 
always hoped to attend one of our reunions but his health was not good enough 
to let him accomplish this.  // Bill Campbell // 
************************************************************** 
Please remove Donald W. Carter from your e-mails.  Don died on March 25, 
2003.  Thanks you, //Mrs. Don W. Carter // (submitted by MARVIN L 
MOBLEY, Msgt USAF Retired) 
************************************************************** 
This week I received a letter from Sara Prichard informing me that her 
husband Hal Prichard had passed away on November 24, 2001.  Following is 
her letter. // Bill Campbell // Dear Bill, This is to inform you that Hal passed 
away November 24, 2001.  He retired from teaching in 1993.  He spent 42 
years in the Decatur School District as a teacher, coach and athletic director.  
He enjoyed five good years of his retirement (fishing, wood working, golfing 
and traveling).  He became ill with Lymphoma in 1998.  He endured all the 
treatments with very few complaints and lots of courage.  Needless to say we 
miss him very much.  I'm so sorry I haven't informed you before now. Best 
regards, // Sara Prichard // 
**************************************************************  
Dear Dan, Back in 1963-64 I was stationed at Misawa Air Base with (then 
Captain) Ed Lefferts. As a lowly non-rated second lieutenant, I really looked 
up to the Captain, especially in view of his lofty title --Comptroller of the 

6921st Security Wing. I didn’t even know what a 
Comptroller did. . . but I  
was still in awe. Over the years Ed and I 
stayed in touch. When he was serving in 
Thailand as a pilot several years later, I 
arranged to visit him at Korat while I 
was TDY from Okinawa’s 6990th. Later, 
when his son, Craig Lefferts, a south 
paw reliever out of Arizona University, 
hit the big leagues I followed his career. . 
and enjoyed hearing Ed, the proud father, 
talk about his talented son’s exploits. In 
March I received word that Ed passed 
away after a long and gallant fight with 

cancer. I immediately wrote to his former wife, Bobbi, and asked 
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her to send me an obituary so that I could send it to you to 
publish in the FREEDOM THRU VICILA.NCE Newsletter. I 
have enclosed the information she forwarded to me. I would be 
most appreciative if you could include some of this information 
in the next Fallen Eagles column. Warm regards //JERRY 
McKENNA// After a valiant battle for four years, Lt. Col. 
Edward A. Lefferts (ret) succumbed to cancer on October 10, 
2002 at his home In Tucson, Arizona, Cal. Lefferts was born 
January 31, 1933 in Jersey City, NJ. Ed received a Kiwanis 
scholarship to attend the University of Arizona. After graduating 
from the U of A in 1954 he took a commission in the Air Force 
and attended flight school in Missouri, He had a storied career in 
the USAF from rescuing the president of the Dominican Republic 
from a revolt to flying on a daily basis in Vietnam. Upon 
returning from Vietnam he attended San Diego State University 
where he received his Masters Degree in Accounting. Among his 
awards in the service, were the following; The Air Force 
Commendation Medal, The Air Medal x3, Distinguished Flying 
Cross, Meritorious Service Medal, Air Medal with 3 Oak Leaf 
Clusters, and numerous Theatre awards. Having spent over 20 
years in the USAF Ed retired and settled in Tucson. He served 
Steinfield’s as Chief Financial officers for a few years before 
moving to Golden Eagle Distributor where he was Senior Vice-
President and CEO for over 20 years until his retirement this 
year. He was a member of the Kiwanis Club, MCRD Marine Museum 
Historical Society, Cabelleros2, and DM50 Club.//Obit  

**************************************************** 
Bernice “Bern” Augustinus, 93, died Thursday, Feb. 27, 2003, in the 
Regency House. Mrs. Augustinus was born on June 2, 1909, in Manchester, 
N.H., where she taught school and was active in the community as a 
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symphony violinist and was a performer in the “Little Theater of the Air” and 
the Civic Theater. She was a member of the Manchester Junior League and a 
Red Cross Volunteer. She was married to the former Goodfellôw Air Force 
Base Wing Commander, Col. Robert H. Augustinus on July 2, 1934, in 
Manchester, N.H. He preceded her in death on July 28, 1985. Mrs. Augustinus 
continued with her volunteer work and private tutoring and music lessons 
wherever they were stationed. In 1958, they came to San Angelo where Col. 
Augustinus established the USAF Security Service Training School and also 
developed the Security Service Non-Commissioned Officer’s School. Mrs. 
Augustinus was active at the base as honorary president of the Officer’s Wives 
Club, the Non-Commissioned Officer’s Wives Club, and a volunteer in the 
Red Cross, Gray Ladies and Family Service’s. She was a former member of 
the ‘32 Club, San Angelo Garden Club, Daughters of the Nile, the RSVP 
Advisory Council and the Shrine Widows Club. When Col. Augustinus 
became executive director of Rio Concho Manor, Mrs. Augustinus continued 
her volunteer work with Manor activities and Bible studies. She was a member 
of the First Christian Church, The Christian Women’s Fellowship and the 
Henson Sunday School Class. The family requests that memorial contributions 
be made to Rio Concho Memorial Fund, First Christian Church, or to a 
favorite charity. //Obit –San Angelo Standard Times// 
************************************************************** 
Attn: Dan Dapolito, I don’t know if this obituary ever made it to the 
Newsletter. Harold L. Pape Sr., SMSgt (Ret) was an instructor at Goodfellow 
in the 60s. He and his family were my very good neighbors on Iris Street in 
San Angelo. Harold was an electronic wizard, one of the top instructors in the 
school. In addition he was a true gentleman and scholar, warm regards //Jack 
Caldwell// Harold L. Pape Sr., 70 of Fayetteville died March 2, 2002, at 
Washington Regional Medical Center in Fayetteville. He was born Jan. 24, 
1932,in Alta Vista, Kan. to Gus and Dorothy Dutton Pape. He served in the 
Air Force for more than 20 years during the Korean and Vietnam eras. He was 
with the electrical engineering department at the University of Arkansas. He 
was a member of Greenland first Baptist Church.// Obit // 
 

 
MSGT. Hubert E. Blankenship “Blank”, U.S. Air Force 
Retired, born January 31, 1933, passed away August 10, 
2003 at the age of 70 after an extended illness. Blank 
served in the military for 22 years and traveled around the 
world, while assigned at Kelly AFB, he met his WI 
beloved wife of 47 years, Marie. Together, along with 
their family, they lived a life of love and happiness. 
//Obit// ((Blankenship also served in Karamursel as a 
supply tech./ Lou Rocha))  
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**************************************************************
Hello Everyone, There is more news today, sad news: Roy S. Goldsmith died 
of a heart attack last week, on May 19th. He was 63 years old. Roy served as a 
Morse intercept operator on Baker Flight (6913th RSM) from January 1958 
until March 1960, when he left to serve the remainder of his enlistment at 
Samsun, Turkey.// Arlen Trapp // 
************************************************************** 
To Whom It May Concern: Please be advised that CMSGT RICHARD 
"Jug" F. HATFIELD passed away April 27, 2003 at his home in Conway, 
SC.  He had a massive heart attack.  His name is listed on page 24 of the 
Directory dated June 30th, 2003.  You may also already know that his wife, 
Marion U. Hatfield passed away December 5, 2002. Please remove his name 
from any future mailings.  Your cooperation is greatly appreciated. May God 
Bless You, // Geraldine N. Holley, Personal Rep(also sister-in-law in 
Conway ,SC) // Richard Hatfield, 71, of Willow Greens Drive, died Sunday, 
April 27, 2003 at home. He was born in Barboursville, W.Va., a son of the late 
Walter E. and Freda E. Patterson Hatfield. He was a member of Trinity United 
Methodist Church and was an Air Force veteran of the Vietnam conflict. He 
retired from the Air Force, and after retirement, he worked with the post office 
in Harrisburg, Pa. He was very active with the church, senior ministry, 
volunteer staff and the visitation group. //Obit // ((Some of Jug’s assignments 
were: AFSPECCOM, Kelly AFB; 6901st Spec Com Gp, Zwiebrucken, 6924th 
RSM, DaNang; NSA, Ft George Meade, MD. /Dap)) 
**************************************************************
Master Sgt. Bobby (Bob) Pittman Sledge, U.S. Air Force retired, of 
Shalimar, Fla., went to be with his Lord and Savior Jesus Christ on Aug. 4, 
2003, after a courageous battle with cancer, He was born on Oct. 25, 1930, in 
Franklin. Ga., to Edwin and Jean Pentecost Sledge. He retired Sept. 1, 1971. 
Duty stations included Eglin Air Force Base, 6146th Advisory GP Korea, 
Sheppard Air Force Base, Texas, Tyndall Air Force Base, Fla., AF Security 
Service, Wheeler Air Force Base, Hawaii, Security Service, Kelly Air Force 
Base, San Antonio, Texas, and HQ PACAF in Hawaii. Following his 
retirement from the Air Force, he worked for Vitro, American Greetings Co., 
Hertz Car Rental, Flowerama Florist, and Eglin Publications Distribution 
Office. He was a loving and caring husband, father, and grandparent He would 
do anything in his power to help anyone and will be greatly missed by all who 
knew him. //Obit – submitted by B.J. Cook  
*********************************************************

SMSGT Roosevelt Franklin Henderson, USAF (Ret.), 
born on March 21, 1934 in Lettsworth, LA, went to be 
with the Lord on August 6, 2003 at the age of 69. He 
proudly served in the United States Air Force for 28 
years and was a highly decorated Vietnam Veteran and 
U.S. Postal Service worker for over 15 years. He was a 
loving husband, father, grandfather and friend who will 
be greatly missed by all who loved him. // Obit / 
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*********************************************************
Dap; I regret to inform you of the passing of a long time USAFSS Warrior 
Wayne "Cip" Ciepiela. He was an X-2 I believe.  We were on the same 
flight, in the day shop together, and bowled together during the early 70s at 
RAF Chicksands.  The following obit was mailed to his hometown paper: 
"MSgt-USAF-Ret Wayne Robert Ciepiela of Melton, FL died on June 17, 
2003.  He was born December 7, 1945 to Robert and Helen Ciepiela in 
Monessen, PA.   Pensacola, FL.  Wayne was a 20 year veteran of the USAF.  
He is survived by his wife of 28 years and five children." Thanks, // Dave 
Jennings //   

      *************************************************************** 
“I just received a phone call from a Mrs. David Mowrey (Wynn) who said her 
Husband   SMSgt David Mowrey, passed away July 4, 2003. During his 
service of 25 years he was stationed at DaNang, (65-66) and she's unable to 
find his records that stationed him in DaNang. David was a ditty-bopper all of 
his 25 years and was also   Stationed at   Chicksands and Medina.” // Dan 
Dapolito// Above was sent to Mike Gilkerson for posting on the 6924th 
Heritage Association web site. The posting resulted in the following success. 
“Had a nice chat with Mrs. Mowrey on Monday.   Will possibly see her in the 
near future as she has to travel to MacDill AFB to take care of paperwork.   I 
reside in Tampa, so we are not too far apart.   Dug out a bunch of paperwork 
and pictures.   I found one set of orders dated 14 Sep 65 placing Dave and 
myself in TDY status at Hamilton AFB prior to reporting to Danang.   Will get 
a copy of the order to Mrs. Mowrey in the mail.”  // Joe Charette //                                                     
**************************************************************  
Jack F. Aten passed away at home in San Angelo from a long illness on July 
24, 2003. Jack was born on Aug. 31, 1933, in Beaverton, Ore., to parents           
John Harold and Gladys Manan (Morback) Aten. He joined the United States    
 
 

 
Air Force in 1951 and served in the Korean War. Jack 
married Elizabeth Ann (Hamblen) in 1955 in 
Washougal, Wash. They met while he was working on 
a dairy farm in Washougal. While riding his horse and 
she on her bike, he almost ran her over. The chance 
meeting must have made a lasting impression for they 
were married for forty-eight years. Jack served duty 
for four years in Germany where their sons, Stan and 
Sam were born. He then went to Pakistan for fifteen 
months, while Liz and the boys stayed in Washington. 
His next duty station was San Angelo, Texas, where 

their daughter, Sandra, was born. He served duty in the Vietnam War and was 
in Okinawa for a year. Then it was on to Cheyenne, Wyo., for a year. After the 
snow that year, Jack said “We are going south.” When he retired from the Air 
Force after twenty-one years of service, the Aten family came back to San 
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Angelo. Jack’s last job was working for Rainbow Oil Company where he 
worked for approx eight years. // Obit //  
***************************************************************
**Don Combs advised that John D. Sherrill died on 16 April 2993. In 1979 
John was AFSPECOM budget man for the comptroller.// Source – Don 
Combs //  
************************************************************** 
It is never easy to report the death of one of our members but it is a necessary 
task. I just received word that Robert “Bob” Forsman died in his sleep on 
June 16, 2003. I had the privilege of serving with Bob in our Detachment in 
Hawaii, and then really enjoyed his presence at the last two reunions. He had a 
lot of friends in Detachment 5 and also in Detachment 9 at McClellan AFB. 
Our sympathy is extended to his wife, Lonette and the family. You may 
contact Lonette at 6004 Shovlers Lane, Citrus Heights, CA 95621-1650. 
Phone number is 916-728-2216 and e-mail address is Liddinett@aol.com. 
Lonette will remain as an Associate Member (of USAFCOMSEC Veterans 
Group) //Tony Lemons // 
 **************************************************************        
Pearl Jeter (Bobby) Oberdorf, born December 27, 1917, in Palestine, Texas, 
went to be with her Lord August 24, 2001. She was preceded in death by her 
husband CMS (Ret) Robert Erwin Oberdorf, Sr.//Obit/ Bobbie is an FTVA 
member and was stationed on many bases in Alaska, San Vito, Crete and here 
in San Antonio.  She also submitted many items to this newsletter during my 
duty as editor. We will miss her dearly. 

Guestbook message – Wounded Eagle 
  Just got word from Homer Waring that Larry Cromer has been diagnosed 
with lung cancer. He is doing chemo on an outpatient basis and is at home. His 
email, mailing address, and telephone in the directory are current. 
George Hollis ghollis@texas.net 
Brown Started as a teacher, Became an air Force General 
   By Carmina Dannini Express News Staff Writer 
      Retired Maj. Gen. Norma Elaine Brown (U.S. Air Force -1951-1982), 77, 
who became the Air Force’s first female wing commander, died of a 
pulmonary embolism Tuesday while vacationing in Wyoming. 
      The daughter of a sharecropper from Madison, Fla., the two-star general 
scaled the heights of the Air Force at a time when the barriers were coming 
down, albeit slowly 
      In1974, she became the first woman named wing commander, of the 
6940th Security Wing at Goodfellow AFB in San Angelo.  
     Brown was promoted to brigadier general in 1977 and two years later, to 
major general. Her last command was of the Chanute Technical Training 
Center in Rantoul, Ill. 
      She never dreamed she would win a promotion to genera], she said in a 
1991 interview with the San Antonio Light. “Anyone that dreams that is an 
idiot;” Brown said. “There are 5,000 colonels each year who are considered. 
Historically the Air Force picks about 50, so your chance is about one in 100.” 
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      Before joining the Air Force, Brown had worked as a physical education 
teacher in Florida for two years. Take-home pay from teaching was $189.60 a 
month, an incentive for Brown to seek a better-paying job. “I’m the only soul 
that ever joined the military for money” Brown told the Light “When I found 
out my pay was going to $400 a month, I joined.” 
      At the beginning, her goal was to stay in the military a few years and save 
enough money to allow her to return to college for a PhD. and a teaching 
career. “I was so hungry for money. I had never had any. But then I fell in love 
with the Air Force. I was wheeling around Washington, D.C., in a convertible 
with blue inside. I loved it and my goals changed,” she said. 
      She served tours of duty in San Antonio, Washington, England, Taiwan, 
Wright-Patterson AFB, Ohio, and St John’s, Newfoundland, before retiring in 
1982. 
      Brown received the Distinguished Service Medal, the Legion of Merit and 
the Meritorious Service Medal 
      In 1982, she became the only woman inducted into the Order of the Sword, 
the highest award the Air Force enlisted corps bestows on leaders. 
      She made her home in Leon Springs, where she served on the board of 
directors of that community’s volunteer fire department.  
       Brown is survived by a daughter, Denise Crewe Ramos; a grandson, 
Zachary Ramos, both of San Antonio; and a sister, Louise Smith of 
Jacksonville, Fla. 
cdanini@Jexpress-news.net- San Antonio Express News  

Goodfellow commander Norma Brown dead at 77 
                  By JOHN BOYD, Staff Writer – San Angelo Standard Times 
 July 28, 2003 - Funeral services will be held today at 11 a.m. at the Leon 
Springs Presbyterian Church in Leon Springs, Texas, for Major General 
Norma Elaine Brown who became the female wing commander at Goodfellow 
Air Force Base in 1974. Brown died of a pulmonary embolism at age 77 on 
July 22 while vacationing in Cheyenne, Wyo.  
      ''She was just an outstanding individual, really'' said Marshall Frost, a 
friend and retired Air Force Chief Master Sergeant. ''She was a wonderful 
human being above all else, and she had the interest of the enlisted corps 
above and beyond everything else.''  
      Frost moved to San Angelo in the latter part of 1971 to serve as enlisted 
chief of Goodfellow's communication maintenance school. Brown was 
assigned to Goodfellow's chief leadership role two months later, Frost said, 
and the two quickly became friends.  Frost credits Brown with several 
improvements to the air force base, including many of the newer buildings.  
     Brown was born in Florida, though she considered San Antonio to be her 
home and had lived in Leon Springs, just west of San Antonio, since her 
retirement from the Air Force in 1982. Brown taught physical education in 
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middle and high school for two years before joining the military in December 
1951 during a force buildup for the Korean conflict.  
     Brown served as a personnel officer and Squadron Commander in several 
locations including Washington, D.C., San Antonio, England, Taiwan and 
Newfoundland. She also would serve as commander of the 6970th Air Base 
Group at Fort George G. Meade in Maryland before joining Goodfellow in 
1974.  
     Brown left Goodfellow in 1977. Among her many military decorations 
were the Distinguished Service Medal, the Legion of Merit, the Meritorious 
Service Medal and the Order of the Sword. The Air Force Security Service 
Alumni Association elected her to their Hall of Fame in 1993.  
      Frost said he'll remember Brown as a regular at the Goodfellow chili cook-
off and as the friend who made sure a birthday cupcake would be waiting for 
him on a flight home from Alaska.  ''Anything she could do for people she 
would do it . . .'' he said. ''I think everybody appreciated her.''  
((Contact John Boyd at jboyd@sastandardtimes.com or 659-8261. Copyright ©2002 - 
The San Angelo Standard-Times is an E.W. Scripps  newspaper)) 
  
Rich, 72, kept Sought-after voter List for Election Days 
 BY Carmina Danini EXPRESS-NEWS STAFF WRITER 
 Ralph L. “Bull” Rich was a linguist, a former National Security Agency 
employee and a furniture store owner, but to San Antonio politicians, he was 
the go-to person for sage analysis and advice. 
Rich, 72, died Saturday of congestive heart failure, said his wife, Jean Rich. 
Thanks to his meticulously compiled database of voting patterns in Bexar  
County Rich knew who had voted, when and where each person had voted, as 
well as which voters hadn’t cast a ballot. 
 “He had a list he called the ‘Pearl Harbor List’ that he kept updating,” said 
state Sen. Frank Madla, D-San Antonio. “The list was of consistent voters in 
the South San area, and if they hadn’t voted by 2 p.m., we’d call them and get 
them to the polls.” 
 Madla, who first met Rich in 1971, said he never lost a race after he began 
working with Rich. When Rich began gathering election data, he’d invite 
friends to his house to prepare the lists. “It was before computers, so we all 
worked by hand,” Jean Rich said. “It was a community project.” 
 The use of computers allowed Rich to work faster and to provide more 
detailed data. Soon, everyone wanted to work with him.” It’s growing so big, 
all the political people know me,” Rich told the San Antonio Express-News in 
1992. “I don’t go soliciting business.” 
 The who’s who list of candidates who hired his company Election Support 
Services, includes Bexar County Sheriff Ralph Lopez, County Commissioners 
Robert Tejeda and Paul Elizondo, state Reps. Frank Corte Jr and Robert 
Puente, and former City Council members Roger Flores Sr., Juan Solis and 
Linda Billa Burke. Nelson Wo1ff~ Howard Peak and Bill Thornton also used 
Rich’s voter lists when they ran for mayor. Another client was the late U.S. 
Rep. Frank Tejeda. 
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 “He loved to work with children, and that’s why he started working on 
elections, so that good people would run for the school board and help kids,” 
Jean Rich said 

A native of Uniontown, Pa., Rich spent six years with the U.S. Air Force. 
He was sent to the Defense Language Institute Foreign Language Center in 
Monterey, Calif., where he learned Slavic languages. Rich was a civilian 
employee of the top-secret NSA in Washington and in 1959 was transferred to 
San Antonio. He retired in 1971.He served on the South San Antonio School 
District board of trustees for 12 years. //Excerpts from San Antonio Express 
News June 4, 2003// 
 
 
Tribute to Robert Cline 
 Dan, Was very sorry to hear about Robert Cline in the last FTVA Mag. I was 
stationed with him in England 56-60.?  Last saw him in Biloxi, in the Project 
Bar, when I was at Keesler going to school in I believe early 1962. Bob was 
the kind of person who left a lasting impression on you. I am sure he will leave 
a dent in the lives of many people. Also, glad to see you are still hanging in 
there. The wife and I are fine. Retiring for good in four weeks. Finally made 
the old 65. Still hanging out in England. I doubt if I will ever leave now. Take 
care mate...Later,, 
Joseph A. Kessler  Joek63@hotmail.com 

 
 
 

Freedom Through Vigilance Association 22nd Annual Meeting  
       25-27 September 2003  
                             SCHEDULE OF ACTIVITIES 
Thursday, 25 September 
1200-1700  Best Ball Golf Tourney 
   Gateway Valley (Kelly)& 
  Gateway Hills (Lackland) 
1700-1900     Awards & Refreshments 
  Stapleton Park (Security Hill) 
  Members & Guests Welcome 
Friday, 26 September 
1130-1200        Memorial Rededication & Remembrance Ceremony                                      
    HQ AIA - Bldg 2000 (EC-47 Area) 
1200-1500   Agency Picnic, Stapleton Park 
Saturday, 27 September 
0900                          Coffee & Doughnuts, Larger Auditorium Ardisana Hall 
0930— 1030     Hall of Honor Induction Ceremony 
1030 — 1100                                                      AlA Briefing 
1100— 1200 Freedom Through Vigilance Association 

          REUNIONS 
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Annual Membership Meeting 
1730— 1830               Cocktails, Fiesta Room, Gateway Club, Lackland AFB,  
                                                                                                 Building 2490 
1830 – 2300                             Banquet and Guest Speaker:      
                                              Lieutenant General Michael Hayden 

    Director, National Security Agency 
                                             Past Commander Air Intelligence Agency (AlA) 

Dance - Air Force Band Of The West 
Dress - Coat & Tie/After Five 

Reminder. The old “Security Hill Gate” Has been moved up the road 
Toward The old Kelly gate about ¼ mile.  BE CAREFUL!!!  
 
 
6924th Mini Reunion  
 
Members of the 6924th will meet for breakfast on 26 Sept 2003 at 0900 at 
VFW Post 6012, across from Scty Hill. Cost about $5 per person (wives 
welcome). SOS and all the trimmings. After breakfast we plan to wander on 
over to Picnic Area for more visiting. E mail me if you plan to attend. 
 
Jerry Freeman 
  

KARAMURSEL REUNION 2003 
 
The 2003 Karamursel Reunion will be held in Gatlinburg, Tennessee (about 35 
miles south of Knoxville) on the 12, 13 and 14th of October 2003. We already 
have about 125, or so, people who have committed to attending the reunion, 
but, this would be a small representation considering the amount of folks that 
were stationed there over the years. So, come on down to three days of fun 
packed activities, and the best part of all, getting to see, once again, all those 
buddies, and acquaintances, you once knew. To sign up and/or get more 
information about the reunion contact Pete Johnson (email address 
ptjohn@comcast.net), or 5972 Rosinante Run, Columbia, MD 21045. We'd 
love to see you there.  
Don Ritter 
 
 
2nd RSM Reunion 14-16 April 2004 
 
Southwest Air reservations can be made starting 1 August using AO246 - 2 
RSM destination San Antonio.  NOTE:  If anyone wants to go to Las Vegas 
following the reunion (am 16 April 2004) we can make arrangements to Las 
Vegas and depart from Las Vegas to their home without coming back to San 
Antonio. 
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Hotel accommodations can now be made by calling the Hyatt Regency at 
1800-233-1234 and using 2RSM as the reservation identity code. Room 
reservations are  $99 single or double. In case where members would like to 
share expenses, the hotel offers $124 Triple occupancy ($41.59 per evening 
per person - 3 nights minimum) $149 Quadruple occupancy ($37.25 per 
evening per person - 3 nights minimum) Warm Regards 
  
Les Layman 
8red2horse3@sbcglobal.net 

Kirknewton Reunion  
 
Hi Dan, 
       I would appreciate very much if you could put a small item in the next 
issue of Remain in touch concerning our next Kirknewton Reunion. It will be 
held, April 29 - May 02, 2004 at the Imperial Palace Casino/Hotel in 
Biloxi, Mississippi. For anyone who is interested, the announcement letter can 
be found on the Kirknewton website at:   
    http://rafkirknewton.bravepages.com/index.html 
 
Joe Mullican, Committee Chairman 

USAF COMSEC VETERANS GROUP Reunion 
BACK TO B! LOX! 
Greetings! 
If this were 2004, the reunion would be history! Fortunately it is still 2003. 
However, the time is passing quickly and there is less than a year remaining 
before we meet in Biloxi. Once again, the reunion will be held in Biloxi, 
Mississippi from June 10th through June 13th, 2004. We have a contracted 
group room rate of $65.00 at the President Broadwater Towers, phone 1-800 
THE PRESIDENT, (or 1-800-843-7737). 
This rate includes a very nice continental breakfast and is guaranteed until 
May 19, 2004. Why not join us by calling for your reservation today. Quite a 
few of our members have already done this and have included family or 
quests. You night want to consider this option. 
((Source: June 20003 USAF COMSEC Veterans Group newsletter)) 
 
FTVA Sign In – 15th/6922nd Reunion 
  
Last Name:            Asdell 
First Name:           Benoni 
Email:                Benonidds@WevTV.net 
 
Comments: To all 15th/6922nd RSM hasbeens, 
Our annual reunion will be in Biloxi, MS on Oct 5, 6, 7 and as long as you 
want to stay!!!! Contact Billy G. Davis in West Monroe, LA for all the agenda 
and registration info. Come and join the fun and recollection time. 
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B.W.Asdell/Pres  
 
Comment – 12th/6912th RSM Reunion 
 
Last Name:            Ector 
First Name:           Joe 
Email:                nativetexan1@att.net 
 
Comments: The 12th RSM/6912th RSM will hold its Reunion at the Imperial 
Palace Casino/Hotel in Biloxi, MS on Oct 3-5, 2003. Various side trips are 
planned, including a visit to Keesler AFB and the CW School.  Contact Joe 
Ector, nativetexan1@att.net for more info. 
 
Comment – 6922ndScty  Gp/Wg Reunion 
Last Name:            Roberts 
First Name:           Randy 
Email:                randy.roberts@griffin-fumc.org 
 
Comments: I was a member of the 6922nd Scty Gp/Wg (20250) 1969-72. For 
the past 3 years we've located over 100 members who served there during that 
era.  We had our first reunion in 2002 in Las Vegas and this year (2003) in St 
Louis.  We plan to get together again in Aug/Sep 2004 in San Antonio. One of 
our favorite functions is an evening cookout.  We grill steaks/chicken, tap a 
keg of beer and enjoy a relaxed evening.  My question is, does the FTVA, or 
some of its local members know of a suitable outdoor area we could use or 
rent?  San Antonio city parks appear to generally frown on alcohol 
consumption.  Although that's not our main purpose for the evening, we will 
serve some before returning to wherever we hold the reunion.  We have not 
begun a reunion site search yet, but plan to do so within the next 6 months.  
We use a meeting planning service we found on "military.com" and they have 
been quite helpful.  We're fairly well organized as far as setting up these 
reunions (would you expect less from old USAFSS vets??) and are fortunate to 
have several members who retired in the San Antonio area to help with the 
leg-work and evaluation.  We would enjoy having other members of FTVA 
join us in the fellowship.  In fact, many of us probably need to join the FTVA.  
Any help/ideas/suggestions you might be able to pass along will be greatly 
appreciated. Thank you, 
Randy Roberts 
((ED Note: Randy’s request forwarded to USAFSS 6910th 50s group who 
held similar activity at MacArthur Park (San Antonio) in 2000. 
 
 
6924th Reunion at Branson MO. 
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Brooks Photos circa early 1950s 
   Following photos submitted by BJ Cook received from Roy Motz 
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The linked image cannot be displayed.  The file may have been moved, renamed, or deleted. Verify that the link points to the correct file and location.

((Source of above Article/Picture is Hap Arnold of 2nd RSM))  
 
FTVA Sign In - WW II RSM histories  
Last Name:            Franco 
First Name:           Arnold  
Email:                arnie927@aol.com 
Comments: 1944-5 Cryptanalyst 3rd Radio Squadron Mobile. Have written 
"Code to Victory" about its war-time activities. Still looking for old comrades. 
Am presenting report, on the eleven RSMS formed 1943-5 by USAAF, at 
Bletchley Park Sept 12-13 2003. Any info/stories appreciated.  
 
>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>> 
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Mr. Franco--would it be possible to provide a copy of your report at   
Bletchley Park (in whatever form most convenient to you) to the Freedom  
Through Vigilance Association?  I'm sure many of our members would be  
interested in reading it. Best regards, 
Grover Jackson 
>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>> 
Arnold 
 Being you are not a member, you may not be aware that our organization  
produces a newsletter (quarterly) and we have featured your book in one of 
our issues. We’ve also had contact with some 3rd RSM members when the 
unit was settled in Alaska. One of our members (Larry Tart) is researching the 
history of RSM's since the establishment of the USAF Security Service. We 
would be very much interested in any articles/reports you may have  on 
historical item concerning RSM/s. Regards 
Daniel Dapolito 
FTVA Newsletter editor  
>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>> 
Arnold, 
      I really enjoyed CODE TO VICTORY; thank you for your contributions to 
that victory in WW II and for documenting the activities of the USAAF's 3rd 
RSM during the war. I chatted with you just after the release of your book, and 
was myself writing a book involving the postwar RSMs at the time. Ballantine 
Books subsequently published in 2001 my book, "The Price of Vigilance," 
about the shoot down of American reconnaissance aircraft during the Cold 
War. In the main theme of our book, The Price of Vigilance addresses the fate 
of the aircrew of C-130 60528, shot down over Armenia in 1958. Eleven of 
those 17 lost crew members were assigned to Detachment One, 6911th Radio 
Group Mobile -- formerly the 2nd RSM, which replaced the 3rd RSM in 
Germany when the 3rd was demobilized after WW II. 
      As Dan Dapolito points out, I have been researching the RSMs for 
sometime. As a lead-in to a new book I'm writing on the history of the U.S. 
Air Force Security Service, I will be covering the USAAF RSMs during WW 
II. I'd be happy to exchange information with you regarding those early RSM 
activities. I have the official declassified military unit histories of most of the 
WW II RSMs on microfilm and have viewed most of these documents on the 
film. However, I have not had time to extract the worthwhile details from 
them. I obtained the declassified histories on microfilm from the AF history 
office at Maxwell AFB. I can view the RSM histories on a microfiche reader, 
but do not have a capability to scan or photocopy them. You apparently 
already have the unit histories covering the 3rd RSM during WW II and may 
also have the official histories for the other RSMS. 
      Of all the RSMs from WW II, my most complete dossier is on the 8th 
RSM that operated from Guam. I interviewed several of the 8th RSM veterans 
by phone, including Nisei Japanese linguists who served as voice intercept  
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goperators aboard RB-24 recon missions against Japan during the last days of 
WW II. I included a brief synopsis of 8th RSM "Flying Eight Ball" story in 
"The Price of Vigilance."  
      I have a copy of the unclassified 8th RSM unit history titled "The Flying  
Eight Ball," produced by members of the unit while waiting to be demobilized 
in the fall of 1945. I can't remember, but may have provided you a copy of The 
Flying Eight Ball unit history when we communicated a few years back. 
Anyway, I may have and am willing to share with you relevant info on the 
RSMs for your presentation at Blechley Park in September. Best Regards, 
 
Larry Tart sending from State College, PA (814) 238-7067 
 
Comment – 3rd RSM 
 
Last Name:            Putz 
First Name:           Ron 
Email:                ronputz@home.nl 
Comments:          Dear Sirs: Would you please be so kind to forward this email 
to Mr. (Walter) Ted HANSEN of 3rd RSM (G) 
Dear Mr., Hansen, 
I am aware of Mr. Franco's book but I believe this book is very much one of 
personal memoirs and feelings. I am more interested in the military and 
intelligence aspects of your work. I am currently preparing a book about Radar 
and IXth and XXIXth TAC in the period of October 1944 - March 1945. One 
of the chapters will be about Y-Service and I would like to add as much as 
possible facts material about your unit and your work. I am hoping that you, 
and perhaps Mr. Franco or even others are willing to help me with this project. 
Please check out my website http://www.yankee44.tk for more details about 
me and my projects. Sincerely, 
 
Ron Putz, Kerkrade, The Netherlands - 10th June 2

Comment – Berlin Airlift 
Last Name:            Johnson 
First Name:           Robert 
Email:                Robersabel@aol.com 
 
Comments: Please note the following paragraph obtained from the BUSVA 
web site: 

USAF units continued to support the city from Tempelhof Central 
Airport (TCA) throughout the period. Between 1946 and 1964 Soviet aircraft 
attacked twelve U.S. aircraft, causing the death of thirty-six crew and 
passengers. Pilots and aircraft were continually harassed as they flew in and 
out of Berlin. It was a dangerous place. Through it all the Berlin Air Traffic 
Control Center kept everything flying safely through all weather and 
conditions. 
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I am attempting to locate the files on the incidences to identify the 
thirty-six crew and passengers.  The purpose is to determine if proper 
recognition was applied to the military casualties by posthumously awarding 
them the Purple Heart. I would appreciate your assistance. 
Best regards, 
 
Robert E. Johnson  
>>>>>>>>>>Response<<<<<<<<<<<<<<< 
Robert, According to a recent statement by AIA History office published in 
one of our newsletters, Relating to an incident during the Vietnam conflict, 
they state that the final authority in the Air Force for all aircraft accidents in 
which death occurred, regardless of when or where they took place, is the 
Casualty Affairs Office at Randolph AFB. Perhaps you should/could browse 
for their web site and query that office 
Regards 
Daniel Dapolito 
FTVA Newsletter Editor 
 

Subject: Re: Freedom Through Vigilance Association Board 

John Worthington 
Greetings Honorable Board Members, 
 
      As a member of the FTVA,  I wish to thank you for the extraordinary work 
the Boards of  Directors have put forth in running the organization and the 
fruits of your labor from which we continue to benefit. 
     By way of introduction, my name is: Frederick R. Merana, USAF 1954 - 
1958.As I am also a member of the Clan Kirknewton Reunion Membership, I 
am interested in learning how the FTVA was organized and its Bylaws 
established. We, associated with the Clan are in the process of formalizing the 
Reunion Program, and would greatly appreciate any assistance which could be 
provided. Would it be possible to obtain a copy of the FTVA Bylaws from 
which we could review and gain insight in legitimizing the Clans' existence. 
Respectfully,  
Frederick R. Merana 
((Ed Note: John Worthington, FTVA president has provided Mr. Merana 
with all requested information/Dap)) 
[usafss6910th50s] Zweibrucken, Germany  
Hello Ray 

  NOTES & LETTERS 
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     Name is Peyton L. Conway...and I was a crypto operator in Zweibrucken, 
Germany during 1959 thru 1961.  For some unknown, the 6901st Spec Comm 
Gp. Just can’t seem to keep a site.  I know we had a relay to you...i.e. 
Darmstadt, and I believe it was in the general area of Zweibrucken.  Were you 
a crypto operator? I am still wondering where all the years went, since those 
years of the "Cold War".  One particular thing that I am most proud of 
is.....The Wall went up while I was stationed in Zweibrucken, and I was still 
alive, when the Wall came tumbling down!  I was checking out your site, and 
it seems that you are doing a great work for the ex-Air Force Security Service 
people.  Most informative, and you should be commended for you great work.  
However, as I search the security service pages.....I always feel closeness to 
my security service comrades. 
      Well....I served 4 years and 7 months in Security Service.  I got out in Dec 
62, and went to work for my Dad....who had started a two state chain operation 
of coin Laundromats.  He had things going when I got out of the service, and I 
remained with him until he died in 1981.  We had a 35 acre grapefruit orchard 
in south Texas, which produced usually 468 tons of Ruby Red grapefruit.  One 
year, all of our grapefruit was sold and shipped to Germany.  Ironic! 
      I live in central Louisiana at present time.  Had been in Houston, Texas for 
19 years as I loved to go to the Astro games.  I love baseball. Well....I don’t 
want to bore you with all this info...so I will close for now. 
Peyton "Tex" Conway.........Jcorner21@excite.com 
>>>>>>>>>>>>Response<<<<<<<<<< 
      Peyton, good to hear from you!  Nope, I was a 20250, Traffic Analyst.  
Those of us who served in the 50's can take some pride in what we did, as you 
said. I trained at Brooks to go to Korea and thru some foul-up (probably!) 
ended up in beautiful Bavaria for one of the great times of my life... I'm very 
thankful for that. 
      Are you a member of FTVA?  www.ftva.org is the big umbrella org for all 
security service, past and present.  They have a big do in San Antonio each 
fall, and publish a nice newsletter. 
     Grapefruit in south Texas!  I grew up on a cotton/cantaloupe farm in West 
Texas!  The city is PECOS, TEXAS, and Pecos cantaloupes are famous for 
their sweet taste and good shipping characteristics.  Check out my personal 
website for story of my grandfather, who is known as "Mr. Pecos Cantaloupe"  
www.raymack.com 
     Yes, our group, USAFSS6910th 50's had really enjoyed being together on 
the net, in some published works, and at our reunions. Thanks for your note 
Peyton!  
Ray Thompson 
raymackt@comcast.net HOME: http://www.raymack.com 
6924th assistance to Mrs. Mowrey ((Ref Dave Mowrey in Fallen Eagle Column)) 

Note to ALL......... 
I received a copy of the PCS/TDY Special Order that assigned David 

Mowrey to the 6924th at DaNang, as well as an APR that he endorsed while 
stationed there. We have all the PROOF we need I believe that Dave served in 
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VietNam thanks to Joe Charette who rummaged thru his files and found these 
documents. 
              You never know what you have that might REALLY HELP someone 
so my plea & advice would be to pull out what you have and scan the 
applicable ones to the sites you're on.   They help document all sorts of events 
and sometimes serve as that all important PROOF for others. Thanks guys for 
all your help and support........Mike Gilkerson 
 
               Good Show Mike -   I knew that you would persist until you had the 
information to assist Mrs. Mowrey in her search for orders. 
               Your advice for scanning orders are very important for reasons that 
you mention as well as its' the backbone of the History of a Unit.   With a 
collection of orders, it's easy to see the Roster Grow and get a feel for how a 
Unit Operated.   Combine that with the Reports of Officers, NCO's, and the 
Men who served with a Unit - Then you have a Solid Unit History.   Over a 
period of time, what we are looking for.  
Bobby Edwards 
 
Comment – Bremerhaven 
Last Name:            Sahnow 
First Name:           Gordon 
Email:                w7whb@tds.net 
Comments:  Is there a method I may use to locate a Lyndol P. Meyers who 
served in Bremerhaven, Germany in about 1957-58? I was in the Navy there 
and have lost track of him over the years. We were together quite a while on 
the Army base there at the port. 
 
Gordon Sahnow, CTO3 
 
>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>> 
 
I don't have a listing for Lyndol Meyers either in our membership roster 
or our sign-in log.  That is the only locator information I have.  We 
will run your note in our next newsletter and hopefully if anyone has 
any information they will contact you. 
 
Bob Baert, 
FTVA Membership Chairman 
 
Chicksands 1955: Researching Richard Bloodsworth  
FAO: Daniel Dapolito  
Dear Sir,  

My name is Paul Wood and I am emailing you from my business 
account/premises in the English countryside, some 15 miles from London. I 
am trying to contact a Richard Bloodsworth who worked at the Chicksands 
USAF base in England during 1955. 



 September 2003                                                                 Remain In Touch 

33 

My research led me to the Chicksands alumni website where I found 
your details along with information that suggests that you were based there in 
1955, at the same time as Richard Bloodsworth. 
   I am looking into my family history. I was born and adopted in 
England in the spring of 1956. With recent changes in the English adoption 
laws I have been able to locate and contact my biological mother. She has 
advised me that my biological father is Richard S Bloodsworth who was based 
at Chicksands in 1955. His home state is Florida and I understand he was a 
member of the USAF. 
Please could you let me know if you knew Richard Bloodsworth at this time, 
or indeed if you could recommend how I might be able to find details about 
him during the 1950's. I would be more than happy to call you if you provide 
me with contact details so that I can provide you with any assurances that my 
search is legitimate. 

Thank you for taking the time to read this email, I await any response 
in anticipation.  
Paul  
((ED Note: The above request was forwarded to various members of the 
Chicksands 50s group spearheaded by Larry Tart and Al Gray. After many 
exchanges Mr. Paul wood submitted the following response. /Dap)) 
 Dan 

Thanks again. You have helped me a great deal already and I feel I 
owe you an update. I'm not trying to burden you with my story so if you are 
not interested please delete. Please copy this email to your friends and former 
colleagues that have tried to help if you consider it appropriate. 
  As Larry indicates in his email, all of the data re Richard 
Bloodsworth is readily available on the internet apart from the military data. I 
have sourced the public domain information plus much more from various 
public records (traffic citations, tax data, legal records and marriage 
certificates etc). 
  Richard Bloodsworth (age 69) living in Hawthorne was formally A1C 
Richard Bloodsworth. The 38 year old Richard Bloodsworth is his son. This is 
my biological father and my half brother. The Color Finishes and Melbourne 
contacts have been followed up and are not associated.  
  I have made contact with Richard and whilst I tried to deal sensitively 
with the issue (I appreciate my version of sensitive may differ from Richard's 
interpretation) he was a little shocked but very considerate and initially kind. 
He confirmed that he was based at Chicksands from 1953 to 1955. 
Subsequently he has discussed this with his wife Beth and they would prefer 
that I do not contact them anymore. I have been advised by the adoption 
councilors (UK local government obligation for all adoptee's) that this is quiet 
normal. Time may heal this; my councilor refers to as the "biological parents 
denial stage". I appreciate it seems patronizing, but they are the "experts". 
  Whilst Richard is in "denial" there is little more that I can do if he 
decides not to communicate with me. I have offered to sponsor any form of 
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mediation/counseling or DNA testing if it would help. I would get on a plane 
tomorrow but at the moment I would not be received. 
  Why did I decide to follow this up after so many years?  

I married late and now have a 2 year old daughter and will have a son 
in 3 months time. As an adoptee one is detached from real family emotions 
and values. Then you have your own family and everything changes. Hence, I 
want my children to know and understand their family heritage, as indeed do I. 
  My adoption wasn't a bad thing. I had a good "classical" British 
education. Traveled the world (schooled in Yemen, Singapore and Libya) and 
worked as a radio telephony design authority on defence communications 
throughout the middle and far east for BT (Syntegra is a sub division). I 
actually worked with the USAF in Oman during the 80's. I now run a team of 
designers developing technology that I can barely keep pace with.  
  I am happy, but I would be happier if I knew my biological father. So 
whilst my search is over, I would still like any information regarding Richard. 
Information from anyone who knows (or knew) Richard would be most 
welcome. A photo would be great. I have scanned many of the 
Chicksands sites and photo galleries in the hope of finding something. I will 
keep searching. Sincerely, 
Paul 
Chicksands 1955 - Richard Bloodsworth 
Dan, 
    I hope you don't mind me asking once again if you can poll your former 
colleagues and friends for information. 
    I have been contacted by a Fred Belcher who briefly bunked in the same 
Nissen hut as Richard Bloodsworth at Chicksands in 1955. Fred did not really 
know "Bloody" (nickname) and the other single men in the hut. He was 
awaiting the arrival of his wife from the US and then left the hut.  
    Others in the hut at the time include Jim Keating, "Babe" and "Billups". Do 
you or your contacts know these individuals and if so do you have a means by 
which I can contact them to see if they can assist me in my research. Many 
thanks 
 
Paul 
Dap, Paul,  

I didn't know any of the names mentioned with the exception of 
Billups, and that's a vague memory.  If I have the right guy, he might have 
been one of the telephone switchboard operators (yeah, we had them back 
then).  Seems memory tells me his first name might have been "Ed."  If so, he 
dated a Chris Daniels from Bedford.  She lived down the street from the lady 
who became Billy Bower’s wife, Pat, who has since passed away. 

I seem to recall Chris left England sometime around mid-1956 or so, 
to join Ed in Philadelphia, and I think she had a child by him, and took the 
child with the intention of settling down in the Philadelphia area with Ed.  The 
AT&T telephone listings for Philadelphia list two E. Billups, one at 1517 S. 
Opal Street, tel: 215-334-1947, and the other at 1518 N. Bouvier St. tel:  215-
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235 3231.  If one of them is the same guy, perhaps he can give you some 
steerage to locate Keating or Bloodsworth. Hope this assists, 
Al Gray 
FTVA Sign In – 6913th  
Last Name:            Foster 
First Name:           William "Zeke" 
Email:                william.l.foster@worldnet.att.net 
Comments: 6913RSM Bremerhaven Jan '56 to Mar '57 "C" flight went home 
early from Wiesbaden Hosp never got to say goodbye to friends.  RSM was 
the only job I ever had that I thoroughly enjoyed.  
>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>> 
Hello Zeke, 
     My name is Arlen Trapp.  I served two tours at the 6913th RSM in 
Bremerhaven, the first on Able Flight (Dec 55 to Jan 59) and the second on 
Charlie Flight (Jan 60 to Dec 62).  
     There is a rather large group of us former members of the 6913th RSM who 
are contacting new people virtually every day.  One of the groups does the 
planning for our bi-annual reunions.  Another group manages our network of 
e-mail subscribers who receive the 6913th RSM News Notes.  We have two 
websites on the Internet.  Ron Fandrick is the webmaster of one of them (it is 
at URL www.6913th.org).  With the help of Ralph McDonald, Bert (Frenchie) 
Fortier and Arnie Olson, I host the second one, which is a Forum for the 
6913th RSM, Reactivated.  I also compile and publish (on the website) a list of 
personnel who served at the squadron.  It includes current address 
information for all those people we have located. 
     Zeke please let me know where you live now, so that I can add you to our 
lists.  That way, others you knew at Bremerhaven will be able to find you too. 
      I'm glad you signed in.  The FTVA is a great organization, especially 
when it comes to putting people in touch with old, long-lost buddies.   
     Thanks for getting in touch, Zeke.  Send me your address and, also, let me 
know who it is you are looking for.  I have a lot of resources that I use 
regularly to locate former members of our squadron. Regards, Arlen Trapp 
Email from Tim O'Malley in Newsletter (FTVA pg 30) 
Hi Ray, 
You don't know me but I was stationed in Darmstadt from 62 to 66 and from 
70 to 72, when we then moved to Augsburg. I knew SMSgt John G. O’Malley; 
in fact I took some kind of class from him while in Darmstadt my second tour. 
I still have the picture of him at his desk and the small class standing behind 
him. I scanned it into the computer then tried to email it to his son Tim at the 
email address listed in the News Letter. It was Jumbo50163@aol.com 
however, AOL kept giving me a message that the email address wasn't part of 
AOL. Do you have a way of finding out what his correct address is or even a 
snail mail address and I'll have copies made of this picture and mail them to 
him.  Thanks 
Chuck Tache <LOCKONALPHA@aol.com> 
>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>> 
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Chuck, I'm glad you wrote, although I probably can't help you directly. You 
and O'Malley are a little past the window of service for the USAFSS Troops 
that I keep up with, i.e. 1950's: http://www.usafss6910th.org. However, I'm 
going to forward this message to couple of places in hopes that you will make 
a contact! 
Bye R@y - Ray Thompson 
  
Thanks  
Thanks for publishing the letter from John Young in the most recent issue. He 
was looking for people stationed at Det 2 of the 6910th at Camp Pieri in 
Wiesbaden Germany. We're now getting him signed up as a full-fledged 
member of the gang. Unfortunately it arrived three days before the start of our 
biennial reunion so he'll have to wait another two years to see us all 
personally. You did us all a great service. Thanks again for the assist. 
 Jack Sellman 
Subject: 6916th ESS RRR Bulletin Board  
   Due to some server issues that Heidi's taking care of, the 6916th ESS home 
page has been off line.  FYI, the Raiders Recovery Room bulletin board and 
chat room are on a separate server. If you want to go directly to the RRR bb 
and chat room, the address is http://www.enlightenup.org/6916th/. 
  Rick Gehrke 
 
Comment – FTVA Related links 
Last Name:            Boynton 
First Name:           John 
Email:                mrvdo1@comcast.net 
Comments:          Updates for you Assorted FTVA Related Links page – hope 
this helps AIA      old: http://www.aia.af.mil/   new: http://aia.lackland.af.mil/ 
             AFLink   old: http://131.84.1.31       new: http://www.af.mil/  
6901st Alumni Site link is dead and I can't find any others. John B 
Request for info 

If you were at Ramasun Station in JUNE 1972 timeframe....... we 
need to find someone that might be able to provide some names or other 
information for John. When one of our Tigers needs help to find people or 
facts to sort out their situations, we pride ourselves in stepping forward and 
pressing on until we succeed.   We need all the "leads" we can get on this one 
so please read John's story and request and see if you can help out in any way. 
John Twigg's email: 
I'm not sure if you are the right person to send this to but if not could you 
please let me know.  I have sent the following message to several people who I 
identified through the 6924th SS web site and so far I have received two 
responses but nothing specific related to the events mentioned herein.   If 
possible I would like to post this on the 6924th SS website for all to see. 
Anyway, any help you can provide would be appreciated.   Please send 
response to me at:   twigg@mail.bsc.net Thank you.   Here is the message... 
        I recently found the 6924th SS website [myfamily.com] and am very glad 
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I did. I was stationed at Ramasun from June 72 to June 73 and was a Viet 
203/crippie assigned to one of the flights --- maybe ABLE, but I can't 
remember.   Anyway, I'm not sure if we ever crossed paths but we may have. 
My life has had a lot of ups and down since I left Thailand but things are 
looking better today that ever. You see, I am an alcoholic and I have been 
sober and an active member of Alcoholics Anonymous for almost 18 years.       
However, 31 years ago [1972] I was very much in the throes of active 
alcoholism.   I was 21 years old and never even considered that I had a 
problem with alcohol.   I drank alcohol and passed out many many times but I 
felt that was "normal" since every seemed to be doing that.   I have since 
learned otherwise. 

Anyway, the day I arrived at Ramasun [I believe it was June 29, 
1972] was rather eventful.   Shortly after I arrived, I ran into a guy I knew 
from tech school who had been in Thailand about a month and he offered to 
"show me the ropes". So, we eventually wound up at the club and I got totally 
wasted.   I'm not exactly sure what happened but apparently I some how 
wound up at the AF barracks and apparently passed out while smoking a 
cigarette in bed.   I remember waking up outside the barracks in the morning 
on a soaked, burnt mattress.   I never did get complete details of what 
happened but somebody apparently smelled the smoking mattress and pulled 
me and the mattress outside and doused me and the mattress with water.   As a 
result, my life, and possibly the lives of many other folks, was saved.   The 
first shirt [I think his name was Rothrock] read me the riot act and made me 
pay for the mattress and do so weeds and seeds type work around the squadron 
orderly room.   I was somewhat embarrassed and vowed never to drink again.   
However, like many other promises I've made, that promise was broken and I 
had many other wild and crazy thing happen during the rest of my time in 
Thailand and various other places. 
The reason I am relating this information to you is simple.   A part of the AA 
program of recovery is for me to make amends to people I have harmed.   I've 
tried several times to track down people who stayed in that barracks at 
Ramasun but with little success.   I also need to thank the person or persons 
who pulled me out of the building and saved my life.   I have no idea who did 
that or for that matter who was in the barracks at the time. 31 years ago I didn't 
have the decency to offer those individuals the common courtesy of a THANK 
YOU or to even apologize for my actions.   Today, I know that that is not the 
way to live. And while I've had many ups and downs over the past 31 years,   I 
am very grateful to be alive and I very much want to set things right.   The 
adage goes that "God watches out for fools and drunks".   Well, in 1972 and 
many times before and after then, I was both a fool and a drunk and God did 
watch out for me.   The least I can do is tell the people I affected that I was 
wrong and that I do appreciate what they did for me.   I know I cannot change 
the past but I do know that it is essential for me to accept responsibility for my 
part in it.   I don't know if you were there at the time the mattress fire occurred 
but perhaps you may know of someone who was.   Any names or information 
you can provide will be appreciated. 
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I thank you for your time.   Take care of yourself and may God bless 
you. 
John Twigg sends 
P.S.   Please send your response to my e-mail address:   twigg@mail.bsc.net" 
 
W. W. Gentry  
Dan, 
 RE:  June 2003 Newsletter reference to Col Woodrow W. Gentry. (Fallen 
Eagles pg 8)  He was commander of the 6912th when I arrived there in 1960.  
He preceded Hugh McCall.  The chatter on the BIA bulletin board indicates 
that the troops from Det D, who spent more time with Col Gentry, remember 
him to be an avid hobbyist who specialized in collecting enlisted stripes off the 
arms of wayward airmen. 
  
Tom Shaw 
 
Woodrow Gentry Remembered (June 2003 N/L pg 8 – Fallen eagle comments) 

Dan,  
(Major) Woodrow Gentry was commander of the 6912th RSM 
in Berlin when I arrived in April 1960.  He is not remembered 
fondly by those who knew and hated him, but technically he is 
a "fallen Eagle". 
 
Al Smith, MSgt Ret 
 
 
Update on Frank Barber (June Newsletter Pg 27) 
From: T.J. (Terry) Keamey 
Location: McLean, VA 
CMS Frank Barber has been located. Many thanks to all the 6924SS and 
FTVA folks who assisted in the search. Best regards! 
 
Membership  
 
Bob Baert 
     Just received your card re my 2003 membership. You are correct; I've not 
renewed. I find that after all the years that I've lost my ties to the old AFSS. 
Not much in the pubs interests me any longer. Add to that, I am unable to 
travel. Therefore, I am discontinuing my membership. My time with the AFSS 
was priceless and I wish all the current FTVA people well and long life. 
     To be truthful, when the "AFSS" went away, the name changed and the 
membership broadened I was among those who hated the changes. But time 
brings changes. Good Luck 
James E. Pauley 
2284 Four Seasons drive 
Gambrills MD 21054 
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E-mail: jepauley@aol.com 
 
FTVA Sign In  
Last Name:            Walker 
First Name:           Donald 
Email:                don_walker@harvard.edu 
Comments: USAFSS 1950-1954.  First Lackland, then Keesler, then Brooks.  
Did tours with 3rd RSM, 6960th HSG, and 26th RSM (when WOJG Leon 
Matheny led the exodus to March AFB).  As I scroll through all the names 
here, not many names from my generation or venues turn up.  Where are all of 
us?  Gone?  Don't own computers?  Drop me a line if you remember serving 
with me.  Thanks for the memories. 
>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>> 
Donald 
We have many members from your generation. In matter of fact, I was just a 
little ahead of you going through the Radio Intercept skill i.e. Lackland 49 
Keesler, Brooks in 50. I will place your comments in our next newsletter and 
I’m sure someone will contact you and perhaps you may consider joining us a 
new member. We have published stories of the 3rd/ and 26th RSM in past 
issues. Regards 
Daniel Dapolito 
FTVA Newsletter Editor 
Membership  
Dear Sir/Madam 
    I have been actively viewing the sight and would like to inquire 
about membership.  I now live in Keokuk, Iowa but in the early 70's I served 
as a 202XX analyst at Det 1 ESR at RAF Orfordness and later at San Vito  dei 
Normanni AS, Italy.  I also played base level fastpitch softball for RAF 
Bentwaters (1972 UK Champions) and at San Vito (1973 Aviano/Italy-
Sicily/and MSC Champions).  My immediate supervisor at RAF Orfordness 
was TSgt. Larry Cromer and my commander was Lt.Col. John Murnin.  In 
Italy my supervisor was CMSgt. Ernie Douthitt and our base commander was 
Col. Wm. T. Barnes.  I would certainly appreciate any info you could send to 
me concerning membership and I am so glad to see that this sight exists.  
Congratulations to all who set it up and maintain it.  My e-mail address is 
roslyn54@yahoo.com 
    Again many thanks to those responsible and I look forward to 
hearing from you. Sincerely, 
Patrick J. Hogan 
>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>> 
Sir, Thank you for the nice words on our web site. There are both membership 
information and applications on our website. Our association information 
brochure is at http://www.ftva.org/brochure.pdf.  There are membership 
applications at http://www.ftva.org/application.pdf (in PDF format) and at 
http://www.ftva.org/membership.htm in text format. 
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     If you decide to join, just print/fill out one of the forms, include either 
yearly dues ($15.00) or the appropriate amount listed on the application for 
life membership. If you have any questions, please feel free to e-mail me. 
Bob Baert, 
FTVA Membership Chairman 
Comment  
Last Name:            Taylor 
First Name:           hank 
Email:                hank150@bresnan.net 
Comments: just happened on this site - was in USAFSS '57 to '61, but other 
than short time at 6925 RGM (Clark) spent rest time in SSO's (3ADIV-Guam, 
NORAD, and 25ADIV Tacoma Wash) Question – reviewed assignments all 
those on site, but no mention of SSO's - Just perhaps due to small number of 
troops, or were they phased out or absorbed into another intel setup?  I was 
active USAF '52 to '61 but lost all track of personnel, etc - Just curious...   
thanks 
>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>> 
            Hank--the AFSSO's were reassigned to the commands they were 
supporting (TAC, SAC, etc.) sometime during the early to mid-60s as part of 
the commands' intelligence staffs. Best regards, 
Grover Jackson 
Looking for Info............Need Help  
Dad,* 
      I am searching for some info on a P-47 fighter which my Dad was the crew 
chief during WWII.  This plane was shot down by ground fire while strafing 
the Po River in Italy during 1944.  It was piloted by Col. Hugh Earl McCall, 
retired and deceased, who was later assigned to the Security Service until he 
retired in 1965.  You said you remembered him.  Hugh or "Mac" parachuted 
down and was held POW for the duration, then released. 
     I am looking for a few things pertaining to this aircraft and would 
appreciate any help I can get concerning any of them.  What I need is: 
 1)  Possibly the plane's tail #.  (I may be able to find this from some of my 
Dad's pictures of it) 
2)  The plane's model # (I know it was a P-47D, according to my Dad, but 
after the "D" comes a "-25, 30” or some other dash #. 
3)  An incident report on the plane's shoot down over the Po River in '44. 
4)  Any photos or service records that may be archived at a particular website.  
If I can find out the website, I can do the searching. 
5)  The e-mail address or contact # for the former squadron commander of the 
unit (8th AF, 350th AG, 347th Fighter Squadron.....the "Screaming Red 
Asses”),   Col. Hugh "Rowdy" Dow, who lives in California and is the current 
historian for the 350th Air Group. 
      I know you have a lot of resources in your newsletter group and thought I 
may be able to find some of this info.  Especially Rowdy Dow's e-mail address 
or contact.  Thanks in advance for the help!   
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Larry Embry 
((* yes, My Son-in-law/Dap))  
 
(USAFSS 6910th50s)USS Liberty 
Interesting sites covering the 8 June, 1967 incident involving the USS Liberty  
http://www.usni.org/proceedings/Articles03/PROwalsh06.htm 
also see: http://www.ussliberty.org/nsafiles.htm 
Marvin Mobley  
MSgt USAF Retired 
 
[usafss6910th50s] interesting sites  
(1) Radio Intelligence in CBI By Ted Tsukiyama  
 Group of 25 MIS were assigned to the 6th MF Radio Squadron Mobile and 
shipped out of MacDill Field in early August 1944 ...  
www.javadc.org/Tsukiyama%20on%20Radio%20Intel.htm 
(2) http://www.gordon.army.mil/ac/WWII/SIGINT.HTM 
 
MARVIN L MOBLEY  
MSgt USAF Retired 
Thanks 
Dear Bob, 
    Thanks for your response and the response from the others who 
responded to my query about a park location for our 6922nd reunion in 
2004.  I'll download your membership application and send it in shortly. 
I'll also pass along the info to our group (over 100 strong) and urge 
them to join also. Most of them, like me, were UFO ("under four only"), 
but our love for USAFSS and our country grows daily. 
    Looking forward to being in touch with you.  I also noticed on the 
"Fallen Eagles" page that Len Corcoran had passed away. I contacted his 
home and had a wonderful chat with his grandson. Then I called Jim 
Cronin, Len's longtime friend and Chicksands companion and caught up with 
him. They were at Clark the last year and a half I was there and I 
enjoyed working with them enough to remember them fondly after 30-some 
years. 
 
Randy Roberts 
 
Comment  
Last Name:            Speegle 
First Name:           Catherine 
Email:                cjsbreathe@msn.com 
Comments: Seeking friends of my father James Rayburn "Ray" Speegle, 
Wheelus/Iraklion/Misawa, to finish family history. He died 1990. Thanks for 
any help given. 
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Comment  
Last Name:            Martinelli 
First Name:           Donald 
Email:                SHIROI84thRSM@aol.com 
Comments: I was given your site by Helen Henderson who thought you might 
put me in touch with old friends. I was in A.F. Security Service at the 84 
R.S.M at Shiroi AFB from Feb. '54 - Feb. '56, and before that A.F.S.S. at 
Kelly AFB. The whole enlistment was a 291 but at Shiroi I was given all 292 
work. Any help you can give me would be highly appreciated. Thank You 
Donald "Marty" Martinelli 
 
[Pwgers] NEW 6985ESS home page  
From Brian Idzik......... 
6985th ESS Home page location is as follows: 
http://6985ess.dyndns.org 
 

 

Poem 
I am not now a member of FTVA, but I served at the 6986th RSG, Wakkanai 
as Flight Commander and then as Mission Control. From there, I went TDY as 
Queen Bee Delta Project Officer to oversee the 6091stSSS flight crew and the 
airborne intercept crew from the 6988th, both at Yokota. That was prelude to 
Rolling Thunder. In June 1965, I was the SSO to Eastern NORAD/CONAD 
Region at Newburgh, NY. I was a COMINT Officer and am probably eligible. 
Steve O'Malley was a Dash-One linguist on my B Flight and I understand he 
now works at AIA in San Antonio. I have been playing around with a poem 
that I would appreciate FTVA's comments on. 

CODEBREAKERS 
 
To the Codebreakers toiling at the take 
Of foreign voice and ditty chases. 
For those who served behind the scenes 
In far off secret places. 
 
Their silence sworn by solemn oaths 
To strive with vigil stealth 
To fathom evil, hostile foes 
No thoughts of praise or wealth. 
 
This is the Syndrome of the labyrinth, 
That eats one's pride away, 
There is no fame for anything; 
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It is no game they play. 
 
It's Freedom through vigilance, 
Their stated creed, you see. 
To serve our nation tried and true 
The way it ought to be. 
 
These are the loyal, silent few. 
And because of their noble strife, 
Their faithful trust, that has no end, 
Shall preserve our way of life. 
 
Their countrymen might never know 
Of deeds they've done not told. 
Without their efforts, no war is won 
The hot wars or the cold. 

 

FREEDOM THROUGH VIGILANCE ASSOCIATION 

P. O. Box 691616 
San Antonio, TX 782269-1616 

        VIGILANT PARTNERS 
2003 

GOLD PARTNERS 
       Aegis Research Corporation   
L-3 Communications (Greenville) 

                                      Security Service Federal Credit Union  
                 Propwash Gang     
                         Symantec Corporation   
         Veridian    
          Raytheon (Falls Church)   
    
                                                    SILVER PARTNERS 

                 Freedom Through Vigilance Association 
                                                    Doyle Larson   

 “Picnic Partners” 
                                                              SAIC 

                                                  BRONZE PARTNERS 

                                                        ACS Defense, Inc.  
   Bd Systems, Inc. Centurion Group 
                        Bob Cope   
    Fisher House, Inc.  
         Jerry McKenna – Sculptor  
    Grover McMakin  
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         6924th Heritage Association  
         CACI, Inc.   
       To The Penny  

         PATRON PARTNERS 

   Command Technologies, Inc. 
        Contemporary Printing  
      Midnight Print and Copy  
  Donald Bundy    
         John H. (Jack) Riedel  
 King’s Lounge   
Okey’s Antiques and Collectables  
    

 
 
Current as  of July 18,2003 
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