September 2004 Remain In Touch

President’s Corner

At a time when your board of directors is moving at full speed in preparation for
the annual FTVA reunion, there are a couple of topics that I would appreciate
your keeping “front and center.”

One is our objective of bringing new members aboard. Today our membership
total is in the 1,900 to 2,000 range, a level it has settled at over the last couple of
years. Please give some consideration to recruiting old and new acquaintances
to join our ranks. FTVA is continuing to do a fine job in supporting today’s
AIA people programs, and in preserving and strengthening the spirit of heritage
that binds all generations of people who have served “the command.” With
more members, we can do even better. And don’t forget that the reunion
provides an excellent opportunity to renew your own membership in person,
something that happens many times each year.

Second, we are all part of the run-up to this fall’s elections. I can think of no
election in the last 50 years where the national security-related issues were more
urgent than is the case this year. The freedoms that we all served (and are still
serving) to defend are on the line. Now is the time to play our most important
role as citizens of this great Nation—to vote for our choices for the political
leadership. I urge everyone to cast their ballots and encourage all those around
you to do the same. The issues are too important to leave to “them” to decide.
We are the “them.”

Keep in touch,

Grover Jackson

EDITOR’S DISCLAIMER

Information in the form of letters, notes, fax, e-mail, or by phone is
accepted as true and factual. In order to include as much information as
possible, some of it may be edited for brevity or may be delayed for later
publication. Publishing of any article or notice in this Newsletter does not
assure accuracy or endorsement by the Association or Agency.

It’s all about 10 integration
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By Brig Gen. Craig Koziol
55th IW/CC
Offutt AFB, Neb.

Air Combat Command's
(] RC-135V/W Rivet Joint,
or "RJ", has evolved over
the past 14 years to
become one of the most
dynamic, operationally
tasked airborne
reconnaissance aircraft in
the Department of Defense
fleet. On any given sortie
it's typically tasked to
support an array of mission
areas- ranging from
complex strikes to
personnel recovery and
beyond.

Today's modern
battlespace often depicts a
web of integrated assets, to
include airborne, space-
based and complex ground
nodes.

These nodes help

refine and focus right-time/right-place effects on an enemy. The RJ is well on its
way to becoming the central airborne Information Operations node in support of
warfighting operations. The RJ mission will soon become the main
clearinghouse between traditional ground-based assets and real-time tactical
systems.

By cutting out the proverbial middleman, the RJ can fuse disparate
sources of battlefield information to direct and enhance situational awareness to
both kinetic and non-kinetic assets. Simply put, it's the tactical hub of National
Tactical Integration.

The RJ generally achieves full horizontal integration through the use of
advancing technology and the professional warriors conducting the mission. At
any given time, there are literally hundreds of sensors on the battlefield with
eyes and ears actively working 24/7, 365 days/year to nail down targets essential
for Predictive Battlespace Awareness and Time Sensitive Targeting. The RJ's
capability to bundle real-time multi-axis sensor data with persistent dwell time is
the key to information superiority over an opponent. When we can disrupt,
degrade and destroy an enemy inside its battle cycle, they can never win.

So how is this accomplished? It's done with Machine-To-Machine -
known as M2M-technology. Through automation, computers solve complex
intelligence and engagement solutions and provide decisionmakers with
actionable information within seconds, vice minutes or even hours. One of the
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newest emerging M2M systems is known as Network Centric Collaborative
Targeting. It's designed to employ geo-locational algorithms that tie both on-
and off-board sensors/databases to pinpoint Time Sensitive Targeting actions in
the Find, Fix, and Track phases of the F2T2EA-the "Find, Fix, Track, Target,
Engage, Attack" kill chain.

Not only does the RJ bring traditional strategic partners to the
battlefield through NTI, it also plays a significant role with other critical
warfighting assets. These are typically referred to as the Command and Control,
Intelligence, Surveillance, and Reconnaissance, or C2ISR, platforms, such as the
E-3 AWACS, E-8 JSTARS, EC-130H Compass Call, U-2, and various
Unmanned Aerial Vehicles like Predator and Global Hawk.

The RJ enhances war-fighting capabilities through a combined direct
support campaign where cross-cueing and fusing of individual C2ISR feeds
contribute to a larger picture. This includes active participation on both data and
voice nets like Information Broadcast Service, Link-16, Improved Data Modem,
Voice Product Net, and Satellite Communications-or SATCOM. Effectively
integrating and cross-cueing the RJ mission with other ISR platforms is a force
multiplier providing correlated target information. In a typical cross-cue
scenario, one platform provides a signals or imagery intelligence tip-off to the
Combined Air Operations Center, which then tasks one or more systems to
correlate the target and provide amplifying information. For example, if an RJ
relays combat information used to identify weapon system types and potential
threats to friendly forces, weapons employment decisions can be made based on
the data.

One of the most recent technological innovations the RJ has seen
involves direct connectivity to national intelligence producers. The system is
referred to as Narrowband Reach Back, or NABRE. The primary goal of the
position, known as the Information Integration Officer, or 11O, is to act as a real-
time gateway between key intelligence nodes, both on and off the battlefield.
The I1O's charter is to keep tactical platforms on the same sheet of ISR music
with an assortment of other mission support functions, like the Distributive
Common Ground System, Cryptologic Support Groups and space-based assets.
This facilitates focused collection and reporting efforts to synchronize the entire
ISR constellation with the theater commanders' battle rhythm. The ultimate aim
is to provide a true simultaneous Time-Phase/Task-Apportionment ISR mission
to support specific effects based operations.

The RC-135 fleet has also participated in every sizable armed conflict
involving U.S. assets. RC-135s were present supporting operations in Vietnam,
the Mediterranean for Operation EL DORADO CANYON, Grenada for
Operation URGENT FURY, Panama for Operation JUST CAUSE, and
Southwest Asia for Operations DESERT SHIELD and DESERT STORM. RC-
135s have maintained a constant presence in both Southwest Asia and in the
area of the Balkans since the early 1990s. A large round of applause must be
given to the outstanding Airmen who've endured many long deployments and
hardships to ensure mission success. These professionals, along with emerging
capabilities, will guarantee the RJ an even more important role in future
conflicts. Combatant commanders never leave home without it!
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((Source AIA Spokesman July 2004))

EC-47 Static Display- Goodfellow AFB
Hello Dan,

Don Edgecomb sent me your email address. I had received an email from him
earlier today about the article EC-47 Static Display - Goodfellow AFB in the
Remain in Touch Newsletter and said my name was mentioned in the article as
having input into the project. I have the Web-Site "The EC-47 History Site" at
http://www.ec47.com/ and I have been contacted a couple times regarding the
restoration of the C-47 into an EC-47 representation of the first EC-47 Lost, tail
number 43-25204, lost on 9 March, 1967. 1 was most happy to assist and hope I
can contribute even more to the project.

Is there a possibility I could receive a copy of that issue?? Would also like, if
possible to receive any future copies with reference/progress reports on the
project. 1 would like to maybe make a trip to Goodfellow at some time during
the restoration process and would really like to be there when the project is
completed and dedicated.

I was not a member of the 6994th but rather was a Flight Mechanic with the
361st TEWS at Nha Trang and was among the first to be assigned to Project
Phyllis Ann in the spring of 1966 and was a member of the Ferry Flight Crew to
take, I believe it was the 6th EC-47 (at that time, 1966 it was still called an RC-
47) to Tan Son Nhut. Stayed there for some 6 weeks then on to the New 361st at
Nha Trang and served there as SEFE Flight Mechanic/Engineer.

Thanks and hope you can visit "The EC-47 History Site" and learn more about
the mission of the Aircraft.

Please put EC-47 in the subject line of emails to me to get through my email
SPAM filters. Take Care and Keep in Touch,

J.C. (Wheeler) jc@ec47.com
((Ed Note: Copy sent to J.C. and message also Forwarded to Tom Nurre))

FTVA Beginning

Out of someone’s archives we discovered the original letter and picture of the
first meeting establishing USAFSS/ESC Alumni Association which eventually
became FREEDOM THROUGH VIGILLANCE ASSOCIATION (FTVA).

13 July 1981
SUBJECT: USAFSS/ESC Alumni Association
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TO: Fred Barrett

George Mason

Bill Bowers

Grover McMakin

Bob Augustinus

George Parr

Erv Fleischrnann (ESC/XP)

Bob Rush (ESC/HO)

Mary Holub (ESC/HO)

Gordon Sommers (ESC/CA)

Major Al Sonnenburg (ESC/PA)

1. The Commander, ESC, MGen Doyle E. Larson, has suggested that
some of us get together to formalize an organization called the “USAFSS/ESC
Alumni Association.” While there has been activity by many alumni for years, it
is thought the group would be served better by an organization which has some
structure to it, with support from the command and some members who would
be willing to put a few hours into it.

2. To kick it off, I have been asked to chair an ad hoc group designed to
set up some ground rules, establish by-laws (if needed), and determine the scope
and nature of the association. I would very much appreciate it if you could join
us in this initial effort and work with us to get started. We hope this organization
ultimately would be the hub of all alumni activity; perhaps publish a newsletter
on occasion; develop, print, and update a roster of alumni interested in the
association; coordinate with ESC/PA for briefings to the alumni; and work with
ESC on social activities for those interested.

3. The initial meeting for the ad hoc group is scheduled for 11i00, 19
August, at Ardisana Hall, Commander’s Conference Room (Rm 277). General
Larson will say a few words before we officially kick it off.

4. Please give Mary Holub a call (925-2303) to confirm your attendance.

WILLIAM T. BALLARD
Col (Ret), USAF
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Those attending first Ad Hoc committee meeting are: MGen Doyle Larson, *Fred
Barrett, Grover McMakin, *George Parr,*Erv Fleischmann,*Bob Rush, Mary Holub,
Gordon Somers, and Maj Al Sonnenburg. * indicates deceased

Hall Of Honor

Bob Sherwood informed the Board that the Hall of Honor selection committee
met in late Jun and selected Chief (Ret) Marco Aldaz, Chief (Ret) Bob Crabtree,
SMSgt (Ret) Lee Anthony and SMSgt (Ret) Mike Conner as 2004 Inductees.
They will be inducted on 25 September 2004 at the Hall of Honor Ceremony
during the FTVA Annual Reunion.

HISTORIAN - Jimmy Mayer will be moving to Washington state and has
resigned as FTVA Historian. During the 16 July FTVA BOD meeting,
President Jackson presented Jim Mayer with a desk clock and AIA Coin For his
service as FTVA Historian.

Retiree Activities Office website

Dap--You might alert the membership of a new website.......

www.lacklandrao.com It's from Lackland but has great info for ALL
retirees.....It has breaking AF retiree news, Space-A schedules, and super ideas
for preparing your family to take care of things when you go!!!! It has a super
link to Medical Forms (Everyone needs a CURRENT Medical
Directive!!!!).....Board members---Give it a good look........ It has info you
need!

Bob Cope

Bob Finch Donation
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Received a letter (with $50 donation) from Robert V. Finch (Manassas, VA)
which I will quote in full.

Quote

Sirs:

I am unable to attend this year's reunion. However, at the same time
here in Virginia, Bill and Pearl Nye (who will be attending the 6913th Reunion),
myself and three other former USAFSS members from this area will be having
our own mini-reunion.

We will host a glass for all of you in San Antonio. I hope to make it
next year. Please accept a small donation for FTVA and stay in touch.

Bob Finch

Robert V. Finch

8858 Olde Mill Run

Manassas, VA 20110-6129 Unquote

S>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>Response << << <<<< << <K<K KLLKKLLKLLLL
Please accept our thanks for the $50 donation and tell Bill and Pearl Nye that we
miss them at the Board Meetings and they can return any time!! Looks like a
good reunion is shaping up in San Antonio and we will host a few for you guys
too! Stay in Touch!!! Col Mac

Grover McMakin,
Social Chairman

FTVA Newsletter article assists COMSEC Retired Vet
Following item extracted from USAF COMSEC Veterans Group minutes during Their
Reunion meeting June 12, 2004 at Biloxi, MS.

“The President recognized Dick Bergman who wanted to say a few words. Dick
asked for a show of hands for those who are hard of hearing. Dick has fought the
VA for forty years over his hearing, but the VA said he had passed the “whisper
test” when he went to them after leaving active service. Four years ago in the
Freedom Through Vigilance newsletter, he found an article regarding men who
served with British Intelligence who pressed suit against the British government
and won the suit. Dick sent the articles to the VA in Milwaukee. Dick was later
called to Milwaukee for a new hearing test and received his pension based on his
hearing loss. Dick wanted the group to know for their information about the
articles so they could use them with the VA if need be.”

((ED Note: article was published in the June 2000 Newsletter, Pg 30, titled
“Report says too much eavesdropping damaged spies hearing”. Article was an
item in the London Sunday Telegraph submitted by Bill Grayson. /Dap))

Fallen Eagles

The Association has learned of the following losses from caring relatives/friends
and/or obituaries. We extend our prayers and sympathy to their loved ones.
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Robert Wayne Abendshien, USAFSS Vet, 6913" RSM

Lori Edith Anderson, Daughter of John & Hannelore Anderson (6913 RSM)
Derwyn S. (Dewey) Bearl, TSgt, USAF-Ret

Ruby Dolores Blackwell, Wife of Col. Eldred E. Blackwell USAF-Ret
Jeryl Ann (Jeri) Brown USAFSS/ESC Vet

Robert Lindley Bruce, USAFSS, 41st/6913" RSM Vet

Wayne Buckholtz, MSgt, USAF-Ret

“Jim” Wayne Allen Doane, GS-Civ/Ret

Gilbert J. Domingue, USAFSS, 6911 RGM Vet*

James Duffy, Son of CMSgt Jim Duffy, USAF-Ret

Harold “Harry” English, TSGT, USAF-Ret

Joe Feazell, MSgt, USAF-Ret

Margaret Garberson, Widow of Lt Col (Ret) John Garberson
Medardo (Mike) Gomez, Capt., USAF-Ret

Maxey E. Herd, MSgt, USAF-Ret

William Frederick Krueger, USAFSS, 6920%/6913th Vet
Patricia A. Langen, Widow of Lt Col (Ret) Jack Langen

Betty Miller, Wife of SMSgt Bill Miller, USAF-Ret, (deceased)
Terry L. Newstrom, USAFSS *

William E. Osborne, CMSgt, USAF-Ret

Walter L. Shipp, SSgt, USAF/GS-Civ (Ret)

Leonard Luther Spangler, Jr., USAFSS, 6913 RSM Vet
Gwendolyn G. Sweeney, GS/Civ-Ret

Robert Uhl, SMSgt, USAF-Ret

Jerry Wucher, USAF- Ret

Jim Duffy's son, James, passed away Sunday, 20 June 2004 of a heart attack. He
was born Jan 28 1964 in Frankfurt, Germany while Jim was assigned to the
ESR. Young James was also a proud veteran (10 Years) of the U.S. Army.
Understandably the Chief and his wife, Joanne, have taken this very Hard. We
need to let the family know of our sorrow and condolences. Chief is a member
of the 6924th. Need to pass this on to his friends and acquaintances. (Jim is an
FTVA member and address is in Directory) //Jack Kuttner //
***************************************************************A
m forwarding this message to you in inform you of the passing of SMSgt
Robert Uhl. The message itself gives a detailed account of his passing. I don't
know all of Bob Uhl's assignments in USAFSS, but I first met him at Hakata,
Japan at the 6918 Security Squadron in 1968. I know he was also at the 6948
Security Squadron (Mobile) in San Angelo
and the 6993 Security Squadron at

San Antonio. He retired from the Air Force at
HQ ESC (year unknown). He is a member of
the FTVA (his e-mail address is on your list).
/lGeorge Williams, Jr. // A lot of you
probably already know, but my Daddy passed
away on Saturday morning (26Jun04). I am
so sorry to have to tell you over email, but he
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had his group list of people in this computer, and this was the only way that I
could be sure that everyone he has been keeping in contact with gets informed
about his funeral arrangements. Dad's surgery went real well. In fact, the
surgeon was very happy with it. His lungs breathing, however, just kept getting
worse. Thursday morning at 3:30 a.m. he was moved to ICU. They kept him
pretty medicated on Demerol hoping he would relax and his lungs would catch
up. Unfortunately, it didn't work. Saturday morning at 4:30, his lung doctor
came in and tried to ventilate him because his breathing was getting so bad.
While they were doing it, his heart stopped. The hospital called me at 5:12 to
tell me what was going on. I left for the hospital, but he had a heart attack and
passed away before I could get there. For the first time in a long time, Daddy
was at peaceful rest. No more tubes. Living Legacy called me and said my Dad
could donate a vein that is in his leg. I think it is called Safeness’ vein, but I
can't remember for sure. Anyway, it will go to a diabetic patient, (probably a
child), and will save a life or prevent an amputation. So, although Dad didn’t
get the lung transplant we had all so hoped for, he will help someone else. Dad’s
friends and family meant everything to him. Thank all of you for all your love
and support. If you have any questions, please call me or David. My number is
210-421-8720 and David’s is 210-421-8680. // Robbie Uhl // SMSGT Robert
Earl Uhl, USAF, Retired, passed away Saturday, June 26, 2004 at the age of 60.
He was born September 10, 1943 in San Angelo, TX. He was a life member of
the San Antonio Livestock Exposition, (SALE), serving on the Ambassador
Committee and during his military career received a Presidential Citation from
then President Jimmy Carter. /Obit //

sk sk sk s sk sk sk sk sk sk ske sk sk sk sk sk sle sk sk sk sk sk sk sk sk sk sk seoske sk sk skeosie sk sk sie sk sk i sk sk sk sk skeosie sk skeoske skeskosie skeoskosk skt skoskoskoskosk ok
Hi. Perry Masden forwarded info to us and you may have already received it-
“Jim" Wayne Allen Doane died on 24 June 2004 from a heart attack.
Survivors include his wife, Judy, a daughter Debbie Zillig, and two sons Darrel
and Dennis. He had eight grandchildren. Mrs. Judy Doane, 3791 Coquina Key
Dr SE, St Petersburg, Florida 33705-4119 Jim was a previous AFSCC

employee before transferring to NSA // lois@cableone.net //
sfe st sk sfe sk sfe sk sk sk sk sk sk sk sk st st sk sk she sk sk she sk sk sie sk sk sk sk sk sk sk sk ste sk sk sk sk ske sk ske sk sk sk sk sk sk stk sk skeoske skeoskeoskoskoskoskoskokoskoskok

Walter L. Shipp, age 66, passed away Friday, July 2, 2004. He was born on
October 13, 1937 in Elizabethtown, KY. Staff Sergeant Walter Shipp retired
from the USAF in San Antonio, TX in 1975, with 20 years of service, after
which he spent 12 years in the US Civil Service. Walter enjoyed computers,
fishing and an occasional trip to Las Vegas, but Walter mostly enjoyed spending
time with his grandchildren. /Obit // Walter is an old USAFSS supply person.//
Vern Stump, VernStump@satx.rr.com //

sk sk sk s sk sk sk sk sk sfeoske sk sk sk sk sk sle sk sk sk sk sk sk sk sk sk sk seoske sk sk skeosie sk sk sie sk sk s sk s sk sk sk sk sk skeoske sk skosie skeoskosk skoskoiokeoskoskoskoskosk ok
I learned today, June 30th, that MSgt Joe Feazell died from heart failure on
June 24, 2004, at age 64. Following his retirement from the Air Force, Joe
converted and worked a few years as a civilian. I don't know all his assignments,
but our paths crossed several times at Meade and at Monterey in Advanced
Russian. I spoke to his wife, Kristina, today. She said that Joe was proud of his
work as a scribe, and I know that he was one of the best.. Joe was an outstanding
linguist and an all-around nice guy. I had the pleasure of having lunch with him
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two years ago in Portland and had hoped to do so again this summer. He was a
good friend. // Bill Deister, billevie@comcast.net //

s st sk s sk ok ok sk sk sk sk sk sk sk st st st st sk sk s sk sk sk skosk sk skesk sk sk sk sk sk st sk sk sk sk sk sk sk sk sk sk skosk sk stk sk skeoske sk skoskoskoskoskoskokoskok ok

Hello Everyone, Sadly, we have news that another of our compatriots has died.
William Frederick Krueger died on June 24, 2004. He was 68 years old. Bill
Krueger served as an analyst (AFSC 20250) at the squadron from October 1958
until January 1959. We do not know his Trick assignment. Prior to his tour at
Bremerhaven, Bill served a tour at the 6920th RSM. Bill's four-year enlistment
with the Air Force ended on January 3, 1959 // Arlen Trapp //

sk sk sk sfe sk sk ske sk sk sfeoske sk ske sk sk sk sk st ske sk st sk sk sk sk sk sk sheoske sk sk sk sie st sk st sk ske st ste st st sk sk sk sk skeoske skeskeoskoskeosteoskoskeskeokokeskokoskeskok ok
Received a call from Mary English notifying me that Harold “Harry” English
died of Cancer 05 April 2004. He was 75. Harry was an old time Security
Service trooper coming into Security Service in the early 50s. He spent tours at
Chicksands, Misawa, Zweibrucken, Tan Shunut (?), Vietnam and HQ
USAFSS/ESC at Kelly. He was a dear friend and first worked for me as a radio
operator at Chicksands in 1952/3. The next time I saw him was at Hq/Dom
where he worked for me again as the Advisory warning specialist for the
Command. Harry later went on to work with Dwight Day (deceased) with the
URC-53 Project. A great individual and a great friend, He retired after 20 years
with USAFSS and moved to a little town of Carterville, I1l., where he enjoyed
his retired life with his wife of 56 years, Mary English. // Dan Dapolito

sk sk sk sfe sk sk ske sk sk sfeoske sk ske sk sk sk sk s ske sk st sk ske sk ske sk ke st sk sk sk sk sie st sk st sk ske st ste st st sk sk sk sk skeoske skeoskeoskoskeosteoskoskeoskeoskokeoskokoskeskok ok
I'm sorry to tell you of the passing of Derwyn S. (Dewey) Bearl. Dewey was
born in 1933 and passed away in a hospice setting on 5-15-04. He had been
married to Mary Jane for almost 52 years; they had 3 children, 9 grandkids and 7
great grandkids. Dewey entered the AF in 6-52. His first assignment was to
Russian language school, and then did a tour at Wakkanai. He then cross trained
to the admin (732) field. He served at the 6900 SW in Frankfort, Germany;
6940th TTW at Goodfellow; 6927th SS at Onna Point, Okinawa; and HQ,
USAFSS. He was an avid bowler through all these assignments. He left
USAFSS in the summer of 1966, ultimately retiring as a TSgt in 6-72. He then
worked for the US Dept. of Agriculture for 21 years in the information field.
They retired in Indianapolis in 1993 and relocated to Arizona in 6-99.He was a
good friend and will be missed. I'd appreciate your adding this to the Fallen
Eagles list. / Thanks. Mike Doty//

sk sk sk sk sk sk sk sk sk skeoske sk skeosie st skeosk sk skeosie sk skeosk sk skeosk sk skeosk sk skeosie sk skeoske sk skeosk sk skeosk sk skeoskeosk skeoskeosk skeosk sk skeoskoskoskokokoskokok skokok
It was recently brought to my attention that Jeryl Ann (Jeri) Brown passed
away, 17 March 2004, due to cancer. I do not think that Jeri was an FTVA
member but, she was known by some of us. Jeri was a SrA 202B/209, with
assignments at the 6905SS/6990SS Kadena, the 6950SS Chicksands, and
possibly the 6906ESS Brooks. These assignments were during the mid to late
'"70s and early '80s. Thanks, // Carl A. Traub, Program Analyst, VISN19 dSs
Operations Team, (303) 370-7586, 1-888-336-8262 ext. 7586, Web Site:

http://vaww.cheyenne.med.va.gov/visnl9 //
sk ke sk skeoske sk skeoske sk skeoske sk sk sk skeosk sk sk sk skeosk skosk sk skeosk sk skeosk skt sk sk st skeoske sk sk sk skt sk skt sk skesk skoskeosk sk sk skosk skoskeosk skosk skskeosk sk

It is with the greatest sorrow that we must tell you of the death of our eldest

daughter, Lori Edith Anderson, this morning at approximately 1:40AM.

(06/17/04) She apparently died in her sleep. She was found not breathing by her
10



September 2004 Remain In Touch
Fiancée. They were to be married on her 44th birthday, June 30. We only ask
for a small prayer for her kind soul. Our best to you, // John & Lori (Anderson)
// Andy came to Bremerhaven after he completed his first Air Force assignment
in Misawa, Japan. At the 6913th RSM, we knew him as a Morse intercept
operator on Able Flight from September 1957 until November 1958. In late
1958, after he and Lori were married, he was transferred to Admin Services and
worked in the squadron mailroom until he and Lori left for the States in March
1959. //Arlen Trapp //
sk sk sk sfe sk sk ske sk sk sfeoske sk skeosk sk sk sk st ske sk st sk sk sk sk sk ke sheoske sk sk sk sie st sk st sk ske st ste st st sk sk sk sk skeoske skeoskeoskosteosteoskoskeskeoskokeoskokoskeskok sk
All--Jerry Wucher died this morning at about 4:15 of lung and brain cancer.
His family says it was a peaceful end with no indication of pain. Please share
this info with anyone you know who may have known Jerry. He was truly one of
a kind. RIP. Best regards. /Grover Jackson //
sk sk sk s sk sk sk sk sk sfeoske sk sk sk sk sk sle sk sk sk sk sk sk sk sk sk sk seoske sk sk skeosie sk sk sie sk sk s sk sk sk sk sk sie sk skeoske sk sk sk skeoskoskoskoskolokeskoskoskoskosk ok
With a heavy heart I pass along information regarding the passing of our Air
Force Brother Medardo (Mike) Gomez. I received the sad news from Jeanie
Rodriguez, Jose's wife tonight. She and Jose had received a call from Mike's
wife Deanna earlier this afternoon informing Jose and Jeanie that Mike had died
this morning (Wednesday, 7/14), after being under Hospice care since April of
this year. Jose & Jeanie had not been aware that Mike had been terminally ill
(under Hospice care), although Jose felt it strange that Mike had not called him
recently. Jose and Mike were very close, and Mike's death affected Jose to such
an extent that he could not talk to me about it--he requested Jeanie inform me.
Jose & Jeanie do not have email. I'll follow up with Jose in a couple of days.
Mike Gomez never got around to joining our Prop Wash Gang forum by
providing me a bios ketch input, but he was certainly one of us. I enjoyed
"missions" with Mike, equally in the air and tipping a few in good camaraderie
amongst friends. I first met Mike when he arrived in the 6916th SS at Rhein-
Main, Germany in the late 1960s as a Staff Sergeant (a Polish linguist--one of
the best). Later, he went the "Mustang" route and retired as a Captain, probably
in the early 1980s, after flying assignments at Offutt, Okinawa, et al. Over the
years since we both retired our paths have crossed a few times at reunions, and
occasional phone calls and emails. Should you care to send a sympathy card or
condolences by phone, Deanna Gomez's address is: 106 N Locust St, Ottawa,
KS 66067-1936 (785) 242-7461 Medardo, we love you, Brother, and miss you
immensely. RIP MEDARDO GOMEZ!!!//Larry Tart // Larry, thank you for
passing on the message. Received here with great sadness. Yet, if he was
suffering so and we all suspected as much, then may the good Lord provide our
great eagle, brother and friend a soft landing. Please, if anyone of the Beaners
can make the funeral, we, I, would be forever grateful. Fermin, bro, are you
near enough and able to make the trip? I would like to reimburse anyone who
makes the trip and carry a bouquet of flowers in the name of the BEANERS.
Let me know the cost, I am the association treasurer. Our condolences to the
Gomez family. Mike hermano, rest in Peace. // JD Colon/
sk sk sk sfe sk sk ske sk sk sfeoske sk ske sk sk ste sk st ske sk st sk sk sk sk sk ke st sk sk sk sk st ste sk st ske sk st ste sk st sk sk sk sk skeosk skeskeoskoskeosteoskoskeskeoskokeskokoskeskok ok
Dap...just read on the My Family (Misawa) that Wayne Buckholtz passed away
on 23May04 in Las Vegas. He was stationed in Misawa in the early 60's and
later at AFSCC. Retired as MSgt (202X0) He was 71. /K (BJ) Cook// Well, 1
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was finally able to contact Bucholtz's family in Vegas. I had left several
messages on their phone recorder. Around 1300 today I got a call from Buck's
daughter, Rose. She is sort of the spokesman for the family, as her mother has
trouble expressing herself in English. (She is Korean) Buck's son Tim is in the
Army and home on emergency leave. From what she told me, Buck just went to
bed and never got up. He died in his sleep and wasn't discovered until early in
the morning. They are ruling his death, "Natural causes." However, she said that
Buck just didn't take care of himself and never took his medication. He was a
diabetic and suffered from Gout. Along with other problems, he seldom would
go to the doctor, and if he did, he wouldn't follow the doctors orders. She had
tired to contact all of Buck's old friends, but all his addresses were missing and
she didn't know who to contact. I told her that I would get the word out to as
many as | could, so if you know of any one, please let them know about Buck.
Well that's it, for today, CUL // Duane //
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Ruby Dolores Blackwell passed away on June 8, 2004 at
the age of 69. She was born in ,New Orleans, LA on
October 19, 1934 to Rev. Howard and Jessie Hammons.
Dolores was a graduate of Forest High School, in Forest,
LA and Louisiana College in Pineville, LA. She was a
devoted and loving wife, mother, grandmother and great-
grandmother, as well as a supportive Air Force wife and
teacher. Dolores taught for the Northside Independent
School District for over 20 years. She was recognized by her
peers as “Outstanding Teacher of the Year” in 1995 at
Adams Hill Elementary School. Dolores was a longtime
member of Trinity Baptist Church in San Antonio, TX. Her love for the Lord
was evident to all who knew her. This gracious and creative lady will be missed
greatly by, her family and numerous close friends. Dolores B is survived by her
loving Ft husband of 48 years, Col Al (Ret.) U.S.A.F., Eldred E. Blackwell of
San Antonio. The family would like to express their sincere appreciation to the
doctors, nurses and other personnel of Brooke Army Medical Center, who so

diligently assisted Dolores in her fight with cancer. /Obit /
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Gwendolyn G. Sweeney joined God's heavenly choir on July 11, 2004. She was
born on December 17, 1936 to Marguerito Zuercher and Robin Workman. She is
survived by her husband of 48 years, Arthur B. Sweeney. Gwen retired from
USAF Security Command after 24 years of service as a Senior Program
Manager. She began a second career as a member of the Board of Directors of
the Security Service Federal Credit Union for over 12 years. Gwen's true love
was singing. She belonged to several choirs over her lifetime, some of which
were St. Cecilia's Church, Silver Sands of Oasis, which she helped establish, and
St. Matthew's Catholic Church of which she was a present member. Gwen loved
to travel, and both of her jobs allowed her to travel both domestically and to
foreign lands. She had many friends and will always be remembered for her love
and kindness to all she met. // Obit //
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CMSgt William E. Osborne, USAF (Ret), was born in Ogdensburg, NJ to the
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late Agnes (Carroll) and William Osborne on April 2, 1919. He entered into
eternal rest on May 26, 2004 in San Antonio at the age of 85. Bill ws a devoted
husband, father. Pop-Pop, and friend. Those wishing to make memorial
contributions may make them to the American cancer society or the charity of
their choice. /0bit // Bill was stationed at Misawa back in the early 60's and
believe he was also at Kelly. /BJ Cook //
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Dap, enclosed obit of a good friend who passed away recently. Maxey was a
great guy. Believe he retired as a MSgt. We were stationed together at
Goodfellow in the 60’s. He was a FTVA member. //Jack Caldwell //
WHEELER (TX) — Maxey E. Herd, 68, died Wednesday, April 28, 2004, in
Amarillo. Mr. Herd was born Dec. 13, 1935, in Wheeler to Hammy H. and
Gladys Criner Herd. He attended Wheeler schools and graduated from Wheeler
High School in /954. He married Wanda Sue Waters on April 15, 1957, in
Amarillo. He joined the Air Force after high school and retired in 1975. He at-
tended Yale University during his service time and served in the Far East and
San Angelo. He moved back to Wheeler in 1983 to open and operate Maxey’s
Steakhouse. He was a member of First Baptist Church and American Legion.
The family suggests memorials be to a favorite charity.// Amarillo Globe-News,
April 29, 2004 //
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God granted her final wish. Patricia A. Langen passed away peacefully in her
own home on Sunday, July 18, 2004. She was born on August 27, 1928 in
Quincy, IL to Fred and Martha Menne. Pat was preceded in death by only 10
months by the love of her life, John C. Langen, to whom she was married for
over 57 years. She was a special person, never met a stranger and was beloved
by all who came to know her. The family would like to especially acknowledge
the loving, caring nursing staff of the 6th Floor of Methodist Hospital for their
dignified and respectful treatment and a special thanks to Christus Santa Rosa
Hospice. In lieu of flowers, her family requests that you make a donation to your
favorite charity. / Pat Langen was the widow of Lt Col (Ret) Jack Langen, who
served several tours in USAFSS, including Zweibrucken, Germany & HQ

USAFSS in data automation // Jim Youngson //
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R

Margaret J. Garberson died on June 25 in
Missoula, MT following a bout of age-associated
declining health. A resident of San Antonio and
Hollywood Park for over 40 years, she had been
visiting her family in Montana when she was
initially hospitalized in October and later entered a
nursing home in Missoula. Born on July 5, 71921,
she was a 1938 graduate of Manual Training High
School, Denver and was an alumnus of the then
Colorado College of Education (Greeley) class of
1943. She was married to Lt Col John R.
Garberson, USAF (Ret.) for over 55 years before his death in 1998. Music,
people, the Air Force, and her church all played a big part in Margaret’s life. /
Obit //Margaret Garberson was the widow of Lt Col (Ret) John Garberson, who
13
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served several tours in USAFSS, including Turkey, NSA & HQ USAFSS/ESC.
After John retired, he returned as a civilian employee in data automation. One of
their sons, John, retired as a Major & also served in USAFSS in Alaska, at NSA
and HQ ESC. Margaret was very active in the Kelly Officers Wives Club for
many years. / Jim Youngson //
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Robert Lindley Bruce died at the age of 72 on May 23, 2004. Bob Bruce
served at the 41st/6913th RSM in Bremerhaven as a voice intercept operator --
probably assigned to Charlie Trick -- from July 1954 until 1956. At the end of
his tour, Bob separated from the Air Force and returned to California to continue
his college education. Forwarded herewith is a brief biography of Bob Bruce
from the printed program for his memorial service held at the Fairfax Memorial
Funeral Home in Fairfax, Virginia, May 28, 2004: // Arlen Trapp // Robert L.
Bruce, a retired Foreign Service Officer with the Department of State, died of
complications from cancer on Sunday, May 23, 2004. Bob was born on
September 13, 1931, in Holdrege, Nebraska, and grew up in California. He
served in the United States Air Force from 1952 to 1956. He graduated from
the University of California (Berkeley) in 1957, from the American Institute of
Foreign Trade in Phoenix in 1958 and did graduate work at UCLA from
1967-68 in African Area Studies.

He joined the Foreign Service in 1959. Overseas assignments
included Mexico, Ghana and Nigeria. It was in Mexico that he met Judith
Pollock -- these were the days of wine and roses. Bob and Judy were married
in Nebraska in 1966. Son Rob and daughter Julie soon joined the family. In
1975 Bob graduated from the United States Army War College.

In 1977 the Bruce family moved to Springfield, Virginia, where Bob
worked at the Department of State, Bureau of African Affairs, until retiring
in 1994.

During his State Department career he received many honors including
a Meritorious Honor Award in 1970 for his excellence of performance as
Country Officer for Rhodesia [now Zimbabwe] and a Superior Honor Award
inl1981 for outstanding leadership and management. In 1986, he was
presented with the John Jacobs Rogers Award by the Secretary of State in
recognition of his efforts to improve America's relations with the continent of
Africa.

Bob was an active member of the Springfield Golf and Country club,
serving as a member of the Club's Board of Directors since 1996. He was
currently serving as Secretary of the Board, for many years he was active
organizing golf tournaments at the Club.

Their years in the Foreign Service and golf at the Club brought many
wonderful friends into Bob and Judy's lives. He treasured these
relationships.
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Leonard Luther Spangler, Jr., died at the age of 64 on 19 February 2004. Len
Spangler served as a Morse intercept operator on Dog Flight at the 6913th RSM
from 1956 until the middle of 1957, when he was transferred to the 6911th RSM
in Darmstadt, Germany. He separated from the Air Force in 1959. During the
past 20 years, Len and his wife Jenny owned the Atlantic Coastal Title
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Corporation, a title-insurance company located in Vera Beach, Florida. In 1999,
the Tallahassee Association of title professionals presented the Raymond O.
Denham award to Len for outstanding service to the title insurance industry. In
an e-mail message Len sent in September 1999, he described a surreal event he
experienced in 1993: "I'm the guy who testified before the Senate in 1993.
Was told I have a vivid imagination, and there never was an organization
named the "Security Service'; and that their was no record of a "6913th" in
Bremerhaven, or a "6911th" in Darmstadt. Oh well, I'm still real proud of
that artificial association and those imagined friends with whom I shared
some of the most memorable times in my life!" // Arlen Trapp //
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Dap, Betty Miller (wife of SMSgt Bill Miller, USAF, Ret.), passed away this
morning (08-01-04), at Florence, North Carolina. Betty was 69 years of age.
Cause of death is pending the results of an autopsy. Bill Miller was an analyst
(202) and, I believe, spent most, if not all, of his Air Force career in USAFSS.
He had one or two tours at the 6921SW at Misawa and a remote to Shemya,
AK. Bill passed away in 1997. I'm certain a lot of retired people out there
remember Bill and Betty as they were very friendly, warm and cheerful people.
Linda Taylor (daughter) can be reached at LTaylor42@hotmail.com // Ed
Benningfield //
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Robert Wayne Abendshien died on Thursday (August 12, 2004) at the age of
60. Jeffery, his son, sent a message this evening to pass on the sad news. While
assigned to the 6913th Security Squadron, Bob worked as a 203x1 voice
operator on Baker Flight. Bob arrived in Bremerhaven in 1963; he was joined
by his wife Judi and his four-month-old son, Jeffery, in mid 1964. They left in
1967, when Bob was assigned to duty at a photo-reconnaissance unit at Lyon,
France. // Arlen Trapp //

Terry Newstrom

Gentlemen, Today I received the following e-mail from Penny Newstrom. It is
with great sadness that I am sending it on to you so you can add Terry L.
Newstrom to the roster of our Fallen Eagles. She has been given a membership
on our Misawa web-site and will probably get information and support from
those who served with Terry. I anticipate that, through the Security Service
network, she will get the answers to most of her questions.

Helen Henderson
Misawa Project www.usafssmisawa.com

SSSSSSSSSSSSSSSS>
Dear Helen—

My name is Penny Newstrom. Terry and I were married for 16 years--
he passed away on May 19th of complications from colon cancer. A couple of
months before he died, he made a list of his user names and passwords--which is
how I arrived at this site.
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In our 16 years of marriage, Terry would never talk about what he did
in the Air Force. He always told me he couldn't; that he took an oath and the
oath didn't make an exception for a wife. From seeing his discharge papers, I can
understand why he wouldn't tell me anything. Nonetheless, now that he's
gone, I'm very curious as to what he did in the Air Force. From bits and
pieces I put together over the years, I know that he studied Russian and
Arabic; he was stationed in Alaska, Japan, and Turkey. My guess is that he
was a translator. The last 2 years he was in the service, he was on flight
status--which resulted in a bout with Hodgkin’s. Fortunately for me, he
recovered from that.

Looking for various pieces of his uniform so he could be buried in it, I
came across a shoebox with his medals, and also some patches. There were
several patches that said "Combat Crew" on them.

Terry is buried in Fort Snelling National Cemetery in Minneapolis,
Minnesota. On his headstone, it lists Vietnam. When I spoke with one of the
women at Ft. Snelling, she said he could possibly have supported crews who
were in Vietnam; or, it was the war that was happening at the time he was in
the service.

I'm just a very curious wife--I've always been very proud of Terry and
just knowing more of how he served his country would make me even more
proud of him. Is there any possible way you can help me find out more? I'd be
very grateful!

My personal e-mail address is: bustersmom52@yahoo.com. (We have
a little 5 1/2 pound Maltese name Buster--he's our "only child!") Thank you so
much for any help or advice you can give me!

((Ed Note: Following responses sent to Penny Newstrom by members/Dap))

Dear Mrs. Newstrom,

Was saddened to read your email which was forwarded to members of
the Prop Wash Gang (PWG) by our founder, Larry Tart. Though I did not
personally "know" Terry, by virtue of his work with USAFSS, he is nevertheless
one of my cherished "brothers." My deepest condolences go out to you ... and
for Buster ... who I know also misses his master.

I am sure you will receive many emails with bits and pieces of
information regarding Terry's time with the Air Force. Hopefully, most will be
more personal than what I can relate, as I must generalize....

Terry was correct in stating that he could not talk about his work ...
even to his wife. Possibly, though, he was not aware that much of the prior
security classifications were lifted in the Fall of 1997, when NSA, with the
dedication of an aerial reconnaissance memorial at Fort Meade, finally admitted
to the American people (and the world) that it had engaged in activities such as I
will now explain to you ... though not, of course, in minute detail.

Anyone who was assigned to the United States Air Force Security
Service (USAFSS) or its successors, Electronic Security Command (ESC), the
Air Force Intelligence Command (AFIC) or the current Air Intelligence Agency
(AIA) are all members of a highly unique and elite band of brothers....and the
top one-half of one percent of Air Force personnel. That Terry also spent time
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with one or more airborne units makes him a member of a smaller "group within
a group" now commonly known as "The Silent Warriors" (see
http://www.silent-warriors.com/). All linguists collected/ translated and/or
analyzed Signals Intelligence Intercepts (SIGINT) from a host of ground sites
scattered around the periphery of the target nation(s). The aerial reconnaissance
folks, however, were at much greater risk than their non-flying brothers &
sisters. They flew the periphery airspace of the target nations(s) ... and by so
doing, placed themselves in harm's way. In just one serious incident (among
many), an Air Force RC-130 was violently shot-down by four MiG-17 pilots
after it inadvertently strayed over the Soviet-Armenian border on September
2nd, 1958. All 17 on board perished. Over the later years, for their valuable
accomplishments, these crews earned heretofore unheard of quantities of Air
Medals and even Distinguished Flying Crosses. You mentioned Terry's medals,
but without specifics. Any oak leaves on his ribbons denote multiple awards ...
and (I believe) a single Silver Oak leaf (Oak leaf cluster) denotes FIVE awards.
(If T am wrong, I'm sure others will correct me; it's been four decades since I
wore the uniform!)

You also mentioned that Terry had some "Combat Crew patches" but
did not mention the specific years of his service. To the best of my knowledge
these patches/badges were first awarded to those Reconnaissance (Recce) crews
who flew direct Combat Support Missions in Vietnam. They flew a variety of
aircraft over the years, but the most common (again I am not an authority on
this...) was the EC-47. Some guys even flew on Navy EC-121 aircraft. The
Combat Crew Badge most likely was also awarded for those who served in
aerial direct combat support roles in other "hot skirmishes" such as Bosnia,
Kosovo and the many varied ’hot" missions of the past decade which involved
Iraq.

You have every right to feel extreme pride for what your husband did
for his country. As I said earlier, NSA has declassified the activities ... though
the folks who manned the flight crews have received little formal recognition
themselves ... and the vast majority of Americans haven't the slightest clue as to
their existence or their long history. To paraphrase the words of one of our
"elder" PWGers, Terry was a member of ‘the finest group of Unsung Heroes of
this century!"

Like you, my wife of 15 years was not a part of my long, long ago ten-
year military life. Fortunately, through the reunions and activities of the Prop
Wash Gang since 1997 ... and the Freedom Through Vigilance Association
(FTVA), which I discovered in 1994, she has gained an insight that you had not
been granted. We "old-timers" still find it hard to talk about/discuss our
activities in anything other than "broad-strokes." My only son (now a Marine)
never knew exactly what Dad did (other than "fly" C-130's) ... until he was
about 18 years old.

To learn more, I might suggest you acquire Larry's well-written book
"The Price of Vigilance" ... and I would also suggest one written by William
Burrows, titled "By Any Means Necessary." Having lived the life, Larry's book
has more of an "insider's" touch. Burrows, an "outsider" had to place 100% of
his narrative-trust in research alone ... and despite one glaring error (he falsely
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states that at one point Russian émigrés were used as aircrew members), his
book, in my opinion, is also well worth the reading...

I hope that T have been able to shed some comforting light around your
inquiry ... and once again, my deepest condolences on the loss of your husband.
Rest assured, he was an American Hero! Sincerely,

A. Ron Kriegel

Silent Warrior, USAFSS - 1956-1966
SSSSSSSSZZZZZZZZZZZS>>>

Mrs. Newstrom,

Like Ron Kriegel, I did not know Terry personally, but I share Ron's
sentiments and consider Terry to be an Air Force brother. Please accept my
sincere condolences on your loss. On behalf of the Prop Wash Gang--our
brotherhood of Air Force Security Service airborne recon Silent Warriors--if we
can help you further clarify issues or offer assistance/recommendations
regarding dealing with veteran's affairs, please let me know. We won't have all
the answers, but we can point you in the right direction to obtain answers to
questions you may have.

BTW, this is not a sales pitch, but should you care to learn more about
Terry's duties as an airborne linguist/intercept operator, I can provide you an
autographed copy of "The Price of Vigilance," or perhaps you may be able to
check out a copy of the book at your local library. There is a detailed description
of the book on my website.  http://www.larrytart.com/

RIP TERRY NEWSTROM!!! Respectfully,

Larry Tart
Sending from State College, PA
814 238-7067

6911™ Radio Group Mobile Fallen Eagle

6911rs,Wanted to share this with all of you...in hopes that someone might
remember some stories they could share with Monique about her father. We
have invited her to attend the Florida reunion (which is tentatively "in the
works" for the 1st week in May 2005) in hopes that she will learn more about
here father, and what he did. Know the 6911th group will "come through for
her." Thanks

Rich & Pat (Merrill)
Forwarded Message:

I am searching for the Rich and Pat who so graciously sent my father a
Christmas card in 1999 that we recently found while we were going through his
personal belongings. My father, Gilbert J. Domingue of Rayne, Louisiana
passed away on July 3rd, suddenly, of natural causes, most likely a cardiac
arrest. For so many years, my sister and I had asked about his military service,
and the answer was always the same. "I can't talk about it." It is only recently
that we found out that the cloak of secrecy had been unveiled, but Daddy always
played things close to the vest, and by the time the way was clear to share with
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us, his ability to communicate was not what it used to be, although his memory
was quite clear. We never knew anything except that he had served in the Air
Force, something he was quite proud of. My aunts and uncles could only tell us
that the "service" had done an investigation of sorts, talking to neighbors,
teachers and folks about town, so we sort of figured whatever he had done had
been mighty important. Quite by accident we found his name on the 6911th
RGM web site. My cousin had posted an email on the site. I know that he did
receive a couple of phone calls and he had a blue binder of photos and
information, and the envelope with the very striking photo of my father that you
sent him, as well as the card. As we went through his personal effects, we found
his discharge, which we had looked for, for many years. It contains dates, and a
bunch of jargon which we, of course, don't understand. It says that he was
awarded a good conduct medal, which we never saw. We were curious as to
whether the unit had been awarded any citations or the like, as we want, and
have wanted for a long time, to fully understand and appreciate his service to his
country. It is really sad for us that we were never able to know, like so many
military families do, of his service. No memories to pass on to his
grandchildren. Nothing for them to brag about. We simply don't know much.
I've been on the website, and the info there helps some, but it just would have
been wonderful to have heard it first hand, while he could still have told the
stories himself.

Now that he is gone, we are more desperate than ever to understand the
part he played, where he served, etc. He did mention some buddies, from time
to time, but of course, [ was very young, and don't remember all of the names or
nicknames. We have quite a few photos, not really sure of who or where they
were taken, but if you would like, I would be happy to copy them and share
them with you. I think that would make him happy, to know that the photos he
had of that time in his life, a time he was so proud of, but couldn't share, would
be placed in the hands of someone who would enjoy them and pass them along
to other buddies. Please let me know if you would like those photos, and I'll get
them to you. Thank you for extending yourself to him, I know that it warmed
his heart to know that he was remembered by one of his own. We will always
be grateful to you for your kindness. Sincerely,

Monique Domingue Morelan, 1228 Carolyn Drive Abbeville, La. 70510, (337)
893-9940, email: niki9940@aol.com

EA-3B Loss in 1987 —Rest of Story

Here's an interesting article on the EA-3B crash on the USS Nimitz in
1987. The landing attempts, presented at the end of the story, are bone-chilling.
A truly sad ending for a valiant crew. RIP!!!
You can check out a few photos of the EA-3B memorial dedication at
NSA honoring the crew at our Silent Warrior website--specific URL is:
http://www.silent-warriors.com/nsg.html
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My thanks to PWGer Paul Powandra for locating the story below on the
internet.

Larry Tart
Fallen Naval Hero and Crew to be Honored
By AMY CHERRY

ST. MARYS - Seventeen years ago, Richard A. 'Rick' Herzing of Grandview
Road in St. Marys was among seven Navy crew members lost during an
operational mission aboard the USS Nimitz.

On July 13, Herzing's parents Dennis and Janice will travel to Fort Meade,
Maryland to attend a dedication of the U.S. Navy EA-3B Skywarrior Aircraft, a
replica of the jet that Herzing spent his last hours aboard.

The ceremony, hosted by the National Security Agency, will take place at
the National Vigilance Park. Those being honored include:AT2 (Aviation
Electronic Technician 2nd Class) Richard A. Herzing

LT Stephen H. Batchelder - 2 kids
LCDR Cmdr. Ronald R. Callander - 3 kids
CT13 (Cryptologic Technician 3rd Class) Patrick R. Price
CT13 (Cryptologic Technician 2nd Class) Craig R. Rudolf
LT James D. Richards
LT Alan A. Levine

In 1982, Herzing, a junior at St. Marys Area High School, decided to join the
Navy. Despite protests from his parents, he began basic training in San Diego,
CA, shortly after graduating high school.

The oldest of three children, (his siblings are Lori Hartman of Pittsburgh and
Craig Herzing of State College) Herzing was serving his fifth year in the Navy
at the time of his death and had recently signed up for his second enlistment.

He completed additional training in Tennessee and was then assigned to
Rota, Spain. Herzing's specialty was as an electronic warfare operator; in
laymen's terms, he worked on monitoring and breaking codes, among other
things.

His mother, Janice, explained that when he and his fellow midshipman
arrived in Greece for a stopover they were nearly killed in a bomb explosion.
While at a local bar, a terrorist had plant two bombs under the countertops.
Fortunately, one failed to detonate, but the other managed to level the entire bar.
Herzing walked away with a temporary loss of hearing.

Herzing was 10 years old when his cousin, David Fritz of Straub Avenue, St.
Marys, died in a plane crash off the Nimitz. An A-6 Intruder had flamed out
after takeoff. The pilot and Fritz safely ejected into the water but landed square
in the middle of the spreading fuel stain from the sunken jet. In his excitement to
mark their location, a Nimitz deckhand fired a flare into the sea. The fuel
erupted into flames and the men died. Three years later, Herzing announced he
would follow his cousin's footsteps and join the Navy. No plea on his mother's
part could change his mind. "Give college a try for one year anyway, Rick," she
urged him. "Mom, you'd be wasting your money. I want the Navy," he said.

He was one of those natural leaders, friends recalled, whether for a trip to the
shore or just a quick beer. He had a thing about carrier deployments and was
constantly looking to add to his number of "Cats and Traps" - catapult takeoffs
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and trapped carrier landings. Herzing, 22, was not supposed to be aboard this
flight. At the last moment another crewman was bumped and Herzing was
pleased to take his place. January 25 was to be a special flight for the St. Marys
native. It would qualify him for the Centurion's Club - it would be his 100th
"Cat and Trap."

Two by two, Naval notification officers made their rounds. They wore dress
blue uniforms and a few carried bibles. The Herzings were notified in the
evening.

A military service was held at Queen of the World Church for Herzing. A
Naval reserve unit from Altoona attended and as his father, Dennis, recalls the
unit was very impressed with the St. Marys Servicemen's Burial Detail, which
also attended the service.

The EA-3B was in service for more than three decades in the U.S. Navy's
secret reconnaissance war against the Warsaw Pact. Conceived at the dawn of
the Cold War as an aircraft carrier-based nuclear bomber, the A-3 Skywarrior
was the largest aircraft ever designed to operate from an aircraft carrier, hence
its nickname, "the Whale." Navy personnel found the nickname appropriate
because of the plane's swollen belly and skin the color of molted gray.

The aircraft was an ideal platform for electronic reconnaissance, a mission it
fulfilled around the globe beginning in 1956. Designated the EA-3B in 1961, the
aircraft and its crew of seven, offered the fleet unique electronic reconnaissance
capabilities that served the Navy well in numerous Cold War-era conflicts and
crisis, including the Vietnam War.

Simply put, the EA-3B is a spy plane. A converted 1950s bomber, it is
equipped for sensitive missions. The crew included intelligence analysts and two
linguists trained to eavesdrop on Arabic and Soviet voice and electronic
messages.

At the time, the crew of the EA-3B were members of one of only two units
in the entire regular Navy to still fly the whale. The U.S. Navy retired it last EA-
3B from service in October 1991.

The U.S. Navy's contribution to the park will bear the markings of aircraft
that Herzing and his crew members perished in. The aircraft, on loan from the
National Museum of Naval Aviation, Pensacola, Fla., will be dedicated to the
memory of all the U.S. Naval aircrews that gave their lives in secret electronic
reconnaissance missions around the world in defense of freedom.

Whether in war or in peace, landing a jet plane on the deck of a carrier at
night is arguably the most dangerous job in the world. The following is an
account of the happenings on that fateful January night.

The squadron was based in Rota, Spain, a small sunny air base located
strategically near the Straits of Gibraltar.

Their patch was of a giant bat with lightning bolts zapping underneath its
arched wings serves as the squadron's calling card, The Electric Bats.

The crew were all well educated, mature and saw their work as a career, not
a job opportunity. Four out of the seven were married. Two members left
children behind, Batchelder had two children and Callander had three.

A normal mission would last four bone-numbing hours. On reaching an
operational altitude of 38,000 feet, the plane would usually fly in an oval
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racetrack pattern and quietly vacuum up all the vice and electronic radio signals
within its horizon.

The airways were full of signals. Sometimes "the whale" itself would be
used to bait the Soviets. The plane would make an elaborate series of tracks in
the sky to draw attention to itself. In a war, such a target would be very tempting
to enemy fighter pilots.

The plane, a EA-3B Skywarrior jet, home-based in Rota, Spain, was
participating in 6th fleet exercises from the aircraft carrier USS Nimitz.

The flight of Jan. 25 was a reconnaissance mission near Libya to help keep
tabs in Moammar Gadhafy's forces and what was on the minds of a traveling
Soviet Udaloy destroyer. The call sign for the mission, Ranger-12.

The men were dressed in regulation winter gear. In addition to flight suits,
the crew wore a heavy, rubberized set of watertight coveralls called "Poopsie
suits." These would protect them for awhile from hypothermia in the event they
bailed out. Over that they wore a life preserver, tucked inside it was a homing
beacon, a strobe light, medical supplies, a knife, fish hooks and line and a
parachute.

Herzing sat back-to-back with the pilot. His control board was a set of dials
and screens to scan the airways for electronic signals.

Around 6 p.m., after the fighters and other attack aircraft took off, the EA-
3B "Whale" waited its turn.

After working for about three hours and 45 minutes, the routine flight, began
its return to the Nimitz at 10:30 p.m. "The Whale" did not have ejection seats,
rather, on the roof of the cockpit and the four-man bay, two hatches were
popped open, these were the escape hatches in the event of a bailout over water.

Mechanically, the plane was in good shape, the problem was human. The
pilot, a young man to the squadron, had become rattled. Five times he had tried
to land on the deck of the waiting aircraft carrier. Each time he had brought the
plane in too high, shoving the engines to full throttle at the last moment to circle
again.

To bail out meant darkness, cold water and uncertainty. Given a choice to
stay with the plane or parachute into the Mediterranean Sea, the crew chose to
stay with the plane.

After three attempts the plane was low on fuel and was ordered to head back
and land at the naval base on the island of Crete. First it needed to refuel. The
refueling attempted failed, so now only a carrier landing was possible.

Following a fourth failed landing, there were discussions about parachuting
from the plane into the sea, but the crew decided to stay with the plane, a fatal
decision.

As the carrier steadied into the wind, the ship prepared for a final, desperate
maneuver. A two-story high nylon barricade - much like a giant tennis net - was
rigged across the deck. The idea was for the plane to fly straight into the net and
be jerked to a halt. The plane roared toward the carrier at 130 miles per hour, a
blur of metal and flame. She was high and flat again. The plane's front wheel
caught the top of the net, snatching her nose-first from the sky. In a shower of
sparks, the jet slammed onto the aircraft carrier and skidded across the deck,
twisting in a long metal-on-metal scream, and over the edge of the ship, a 60-
foot drop.
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In the water, the plane broke apart. Within moments, the wake churned by
the carrier's four bronze propellers washed over the wreckage. All that remained
for rescuers was a wisp of steam and bubbles on the sea.

The time was 11:28 p.m. on the last Sunday in January, or as Herzing's
parents recall, Super Bowl Sunday.

The USS Nimitz searched for her seven lost sons for three days. She found
no bodies and no significant wreckage. At that point, the Mediterranean is more
than two miles deep.

On Jan. 28, the search was called off. The public was informed of the loss in
a one paragraph statement issued by the public affairs office at the Pentagon. A
few newspapers ran the story, but most did not.

(EDITORS NOTE: The above information is pieced together from a three-
part series written by Jim Stewart of Cox News Service that ran on May 6-8,
1987 in the Daily Press, in addition to new information.)

Helen Henderson Item of Interest

Something interesting that came across my desk that might be of interest
in the next newsletter. Helen Henderson

Cultural Database Pre-Interview Guide
Stottler Henke Associates, funded by the US Department of Defense

I'm looking for stories of cross-cultural experiences or misunderstandings
that you've had while abroad for a cultural database. These stories can be
of positive or negative experiences.

For each story, I would like the following information (if they are relevant
to the story):

1. Your Rank and job description at the time this experience occurred

2. Background information of the event

3. What happened and how did culture play a role

4. How you and others involved reacted to the situation

5. Rank and job description of main people involved in the situation

6. How was the situation resolved / event concluded

7. What was the result of this experience?

These are some questions that might help in remembering cross cultural
experiences:

- Was there anyone familiar with the culture that helped you while you were
there?

- How did this individual assist you?

- What advice did he or she give you about the customs/values of that culture?
- Did you work or interact with military personnel of other countries?
- Did culture play a role in planning meetings or joint missions with
military personnel of other countries?

- Did you have success in a mission (or failure) because you knew or didn't
know certain culture values/customs/insights?
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- Where there any points you or others you know were in danger or were
saved in a situation because some had knowledge or lacked knowledge of
cultural customs?

== SAMPLE STORIES ==

Case 1: An American Counterintelligence Agent was called in to investigate a
situation where a commander of a base who had just be assigned there
thought he was being attacked because he heard machine gun fire from the
nearby beach and a local had come and banged on the gate of the base
wanting to be let in.

Upon investigation, the CI Agent found that actually the machine
gun fire was the noise of seaweed collectors and rope makers on the beach.
Also, the local banging on the gate was a sergeant of the local police
department who had come to welcome the new commander and offer his
services to the American military.

So the CI Agent smoothed things over with the local police sergeant
who was offended at being ignored by the commander and the officers of the
base and helped establish good relations between the two.

Case 2: This is an example of how awareness of cultural differences played a
role in how the US handled a situation.

The US Air Force and the Saudi Air Force was working together. A
shredding machine provided by the Saudi Air Force was not shredding
important sensitive papers well enough. However, when the US military
brought it up with the Saudis, they did not think it was broken. In actuality
they didn't know how to fix it so they didn't want to admit it was broken.

The Americans realized it would be offensive if they persisted to
demand another shredding machine or if they brought in their own. So they
figured out a solution. They had a lower ranking individual drop a quarter in
the machine and break it. Then the officers apologized and offered to provide
a new shredding machine.

But the Saudis agreed that the machine was broken and were even
relieved they didn't have to fix the machine and brought in a new machine the
next day.

Christine Ku cku@stottlerhenke.com

Stottler Henke Associates, Inc.

951 Mariner's Island Blvd., Suite #360

San Mateo, CA 94404

(650) 931-2735

(650) 931-2701 fax

Their Web-site: http://www.stottlerhenke.com/

|| REUNION INFO ||

Mongolian BBQ Taiwan Get-together
Hi Dan, Here is my item for the next Remain in Touch,
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"Each year on the Thursday (first day) of the FVTA Annual Meeting activities,
at 6Pm those who have served in Taiwan (and their friends/guests) who enjoy
Mongolian BBQ and an informal get-together, meet at the Ghengis Khan
Mongolian BBQ at 5460 Walzem Road, San Antonio (NE side). It is Dutch-
treat and all you can eat with lots of Taiwan war stories. Each year we have
been averaging about 20 folks. I would like to invite all those who would like to
join us to please come. To get there from LAFB, go east on U.S. 90 then onto I-
35 which runs with 1-410 later, then exit at Exit 165 right onto Walzem Rd, stay
in the right lane past the Mall and the Roosevelt High School, then turn right at
the light into Walzen Plaza. The BBQ is located to the rear of the Plaza. If you
know you will come, please let Hank Connors know so he can make
reservations. I will not be able to come this year. However, if you decide to
come at the last minute, please come anyway. Contact Hank Conners at 8003
Westshire, San Antonio, TX 78227. We'll be looking forward to seeing you.

Don Bundy
Airborne Maintenance Technician Association (AMTA) Reunion

"The Airborne Maintenance Technician Association (AMTA) will hold its first
annual reunion in San Antonio, Texas on the 22-23 Sept 2004. Activities for this
reunion are being coordinated with the FTVA/SOB reunions. For those
interested, more details can be obtained by contacting John Shaffer at
JShaffer5S@satx.rr.com or Del Jolly at deljolly@futura.net." Thank you,

Vern Stump

Spanish Flyers Association Reunion

The Spanish Flyers Association, AKA Beaners, will hold their reunion BR04,
in San Antonio, Texas in conjunction with the FTVA reunion, same dates. For
information: Segundo "Espy' Espinoza a segundo@juno.com or visit our
website at beanerbanner.com for full details.

6927tth Reunion

6927th RSM / Onna Point, Okinawa 8th Reunion will be held in Dayton, Ohio,
Oct 6th thru 10th 2004. Contact Ray Thibodaux at raytib@aol.com
Det 2 6910 Security Wing 2005 Reunion

Det 2 of the 6910th SW will hold its biennial reunion in Philadelphia
June 16 - 19/2005. All former members of Det 2 (or Det 6 of the 6910 RSM) are
welcome to join in the festivities. All the attractions from Philadelphia to
Atlantic City) will be at yourdisposal. For further info contact
jacksellman@det2.net or visit us at http://www.det2.org/ (our reunion site) or
http://www.det2.net/ (our very active 'Our Family' site). Thanks for your help.

Jack Sellman
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CHIX Reunion 05

The current Commandant DISC, Brigadier Everson, has invited us back
to Chix for a reunion during the weekend of 30-31 July 2005 (repeat 2005) and
we have accepted.

We are in the process of setting up an official central website for info,
registrations, and suggestions. Keep a watch on
www.videoranch.net/chicksands.htm for announcement of the new central site.
It’s OK to pass the word now and please accept apologies for any dupe
announcements you may receive, as we have no admin staff and mostly jumbled
alumni rosters.

Mark your calendar and let your imagination wander. We will need
much input to make this a great reunion. Best regards,

Bill (Grayson)
Chicksands Reunion web site
Our new official reunion planning website is up at http://www.chicksands.org/.

Preliminary general info has been posted with more coming continuously.
Please visit the new site and check back often. Cheers,

Bill Grayson
2"d RSM Reunion 2006

Ladies and Gentlemen, The voting for the 2006 reunion has closed and here are
the final results; Las Vegas — 27, San Diego — 28, Washington DC - 54

Doug Mulholland has also volunteered to be the reunion chairman.
We'll be actively looking for the hotel, etc. in the late summer, early fall.

We've also heard that the DC area may be obtaining a casino soon so
hopefully that will be in place by 2006 and help smooth the pain for those that
voted for Las Vegas. However just to be on the safe side.... don't BET on it.
More later,

Bill Campbell
USAFCOMSEC Veterans Group Reunion update

For COMSEC e-mailers: (those who did and those who did not attend the Biloxi
Reunion) the reunion in Biloxi is over. We had 120 people in attendance. We
had expected a better turnout, but those who were there had a great time.

The vote for the next reunion site in 2006 took place and NASHVILLE,
TENNESSEE, was chosen. I'll be taking a short break from reunion planning,
but as soon as place, date and time are finalized, you will be notified by
newsletter.

Tony Lemons (Lemonsap2692@aol.com)
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“Big Safari” Reunion Memorabilia

Remain In Touch

I became a member of the "Big Safari Association" 'cause they supported the
FTVA. So--we had a reunion out Salt Lake City Utah and in their memorabilia
room they had numerous displays of various displays (photos-etc) of their
contributions of technical equipment that was engineered to support the
Mission.....the EC-135 caught my eye and I am just forwarding this small photo
of someone's art/fabrication of one of Our Birds(SAC). Big Safari is L3
Communications outta Greenville, Tex (FYI).Thought ya mite be interested.

K (BJ) (B.J. Cook)

|| USAFSS Histories & Memories |
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The Z Gram intercept -
Greatest cryptography coup
of World War I
By Dr. Dennis
Casey, HQ AIA/HO, Lackland
AFB, Texas
Early in the morning
on January 17, 1917, the duty
officer at British Naval
Intelligence opened a
pneumatic tube, examined the
wireless German intercept it
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contained and concluded that it was nothing of obvious significance. Indeed, to
the duty officer it looked like thousands of other messages that had been
intercepted since the beginning of the war some thirty months ago. To two
others on duty at Whitehall that morning, the intercept would soon take on
another meaning.

Secretly assigned to
cryptographic work, Reverend William Montgomery, a gray-haired scholar of
forty-six, and Nigel de Grey, a thirty-one year old publisher on loan from the
firm of William Heinemann, were the first to work with the intercept. On initial
examination, DeGrey found the telegram to consist of rows of numerals
arranged in groups of four and five with a sprinkling of three-number groups.
The numbers gave absolutely no hint whatsoever of any hidden message.
DeGrey noticed at the outset, however, that the message was unusually long and
contained over a thousand groups of numbers. He also noted that the top group
of numbers in the message, 13042, amounted to a variant of 13040, the title
number of the German diplomatic code. Turning then to a reconstructed German
codebook for code 13040, the decoders first tried to come up with the signature.
Both DeGrey and Montgomery recognized that the signature in this case used
high numbers, 97556, usually indicated someone highly placed in the German
government. They soon discovered that Arthur Zimmermann, the German
Foreign Secretary, had likely sent the message.

DeGrey and Montgomery then began work to determine the recipient
of the message. The key jumped out when they discovered that in the address
portion of the message there appeared the words "For Your Excellency's
personal information. Since the message had been sent to the German Embassy
in Washington, this meant the German Ambassador, Count Johann von
Bernstorff was the recipient.

As the two continued with their analysis, they both felt that the German
communication seemed very ordinary. This changed when they determined that
the number sequence for Mexico appeared. With their interest now alerted, they
then came up with the words alliance and later Japan. In fact the decoders came
up with the phrase "us and Japan." Both questioned what this could mean. Was
Japan about to switch sides in the war? After several more hours of work, an
intelligible version of what had been said in the intercept became clear.

The intercept fell into two parts. The first and longest addressed to von
Bernstorff informed him of Germany's intention to resume unrestricted
submarine warfare on February 1 meaning that the Germans would sink neutral
as well as enemy merchant shipping located in the war zones. Bernstorff was
instructed not to deliver the message to the United States until February 1. The
second part of the message read, "For Your Excellency's personal information
and to be handed on to the Imperial Minister in Mexico by a safe route." The
still not completely processed message stated that if Germany was not
successful in keeping the United States neutral, then Germany proposed an
alliance with Mexico for the joint conduct of the war and its conclusion.

DeGrey and Montgomery essentially were both astounded with their
find. The intercept, they felt, would propel America out of its neutrality. That
neutrality President Woodrow Wilson had maintained for several years using
every diplomatic means conceivable to bring an end to the war and to prevent
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the Germans from resorting to submarine warfare. Yet there was a portion of the
intercept that the two decoders had been unable to reconstruct. After literally
weeks of effort they produced Germany's promise to assist Mexico "to regain by
conquest her lost territories in Texas, Arizona, and New Mexico." DeGrey and
Montgomery now concluded that if their work had produced potentially
explosive results up to this point, this disclosure would further enhance the
potential influence of Zimmermann's remarks. They decided to call in Admiral
Sir William Reginald Hall, the Director of British Naval Intelligence. Upon
reviewing the intercept, Hall recognized immediately that he held in his hands a
document that could either produce a miracle, get America to enter the war on
the allied side, or it could cut off the source of allied supplies and convince the
Americans to remain neutral. Admiral Hall understood that Zimmermann was
counting on the fact that if the Americans entered the war on the side of the
allies, then he wanted to do something to keep the Americans busy on their side
of the Atlantic, in this case dealing with potentially both Japan and Mexico as
enemies. He also felt that Zimmermann was banking on the possibility that
German submarines could sink ships faster than the Americans could build them
and send them to Britain loaded with supplies. But how could Admiral Hall
reveal to the Americans the content of the Zimmermann intercept without at the
same time revealing how the information had been obtained? Further, if the
Germans discovered their code had been broken, they would select another and
an extremely valuable source of intelligence would dry up. Hall concluded he
could not risk disclosure.

At the outset of the war, the Germans had five transatlantic cables that
ran through the English Channel. One went to Brest in France, another to Vigo
in Spain, one to Tenerife in North Africa and two to New York via the Azores.
The English cable ship Telconia cut them all in England's first offensive action
in the war. This left a cable that ran between West Africa and Brazil that was
largely American-owned that the Germans could use. In short order the allies
ended that source of direct cable communications with the overseas world.
Consequently, Germany was forced to use their powerful wireless station at
Nauen, just a few miles outside Berlin. From this moment, German messages
were routinely picked from the air and began pouring into the offices of British
Naval Intelligence. In order to capture this flood of information, four new allied
listening stations were established along the English coast with direct wires to
Admiral Hall's offices. The positive result from this investment could not be
overemphasized.

When Arthur Zimmermann dispatched his now infamous coded
telegram, he elected to do so over three different routes. The message was
transmitted from the German wireless station at Nauen and also over a cable
controlled by the Swedish government. The Germans had agreed they would
send their diplomatic traffic to the United States and elsewhere over this
transatlantic cable. They also had the message typed out by an American
embassy clerk and sent across the Atlantic over the U.S. State Department cable
as instructed by Colonel House. Admiral Hall's operatives intercepted all three
messages.

When the German government made the decision to employ
unrestricted submarine warfare, President Wilson, who had struggled to attain a
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peace in Europe without victory and who had worked extensively with the
British and the German governments, now felt his policies and many attempts to
peace had led to nothing. Still committed to maintaining America's neutrality,
President Wilson clung to the idea of not getting involved in the war in Europe,
even against the advice of Robert Lansing, his Secretary of State.
When Wilson finally learned of the Zimmermann telegram and that British
Intelligence had intercepted it in Mexico, Admiral Hall did not want President
Wilson to know that the British were intercepting American cables as well; the
last stone had been cast. President Wilson directed Secretary Lansing to release
the telegram to the press. On Thursday, March 1, 1917, the text of
Zimmermann's telegram appeared in the Times and the World, both New York
newspapers.

The reaction across the United States to the publication of the
Zimmermann telegram according to Secretary Lansing was profound. When
Arthur Zimmermann publicly admitted to having sent the telegram, America
seemed to sit up and gasp. Newspapers across the country took the telegram to
be a direct threat to the United States. The Detroit Times expressed it perhaps
best when an editor's comment said," It looks like war for this country. All these
papers had been ardently neutral until Zimmermann shot an arrow in the air and
brought down neutrality like a dead duck." On April 2, President Wilson asked
Congress for a declaration of war. For Zimmermann the entire effort involving
the telegram had been a minor plot. For Americans, the entire affair killed the
illusion that the United States could go about its business separate from other
nations. For most Americans it was the end of innocence.

((Source: AIA Spokesman July 2004))

|| Notes & Letters ||

Washington Post Staff writer “Murray Schweitzer

Betty Ardisana sent me (the following article dated 05/31/04 written by the
above --> "What I Did During the War, and What I Wish 1 Had Done"
(Washington Post). The article caught her eye quoted below:

“Altus Air Force Base, Altus Okla. thirty-five years ago.

A fuming, crimson-faced colonel stands spewing raw hatred,
chewing me out, and telling me I am the sorriest sack of crap he’s ever
encountered as he discharges me from the US air Force. To his mind I am a
disgrace to the US military, not to mention God, honor and country. Had he a
sidearm nearby I believe the colonel would have executed me right on the spot.

My sin? Being a peace-loving, left-leaning “We Shall Overcome”-
chanting, Vietnam War-hating child of the ‘60s. Plus, weeks before, I had
publicly protested the war in Vietnam. As a result, I lost my top-secret
clearance. Lost my assignment to Trabzon, Turkey. Lost my chance to sit
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remotely (and safely) on a mountaintop for 15 months and intercept Russian
radio transmissions... this while others went to Nam.

Now three and a half decades later, I have thought and rethought my
military career. And I have come to a conclusion; That smoking-hot colonel
was dead right about me.

It’s not that I now believe Vietnam was a just and proper war... I’'m
too much a child of the ‘60s to ever consider that. But as I absorb the daily
news about young American men and women currently serving in Iraq and
Afghanistan, I feel more and more proud of them and more and more
ashamed of myself. For when called to serve my country,

"In 1967 I did enlist in the Air Force rather than run to Canada, and
I did complete basic training before moving into a top-secret area of Air Force
Security Service. But as for my pledge to serve and defend my country "so
help me God" - that I did not honor."

What I chose instead, was to protest the war and try my damnedest to
get out. At the time I claimed the high ground, Vietnam was immoral, illegal,
beyond contempt for know-it-all college kids such as myself. Now I know
better.

I failed my country then because I chose to; because I wanted to
selfishly begin my life; because I couldn’t be bothered by my Uncle Sam’s
needs; because I was just too damned self-centered to put another hour (and
perhaps my life) on the line for the Stars and stripes.

I have never talked about this with other Vietnam-era
contemporaries. I have never asked them if they thought the war would have
lasted longer had people like me not protested. Would more American troops
have died? Would anything since Vietnam have actually turned out
differently? Who Knows?

But what I do know is this country has afforded me a better life than

I could have imagined 35 years ago. I have a wonderful family, a career
others envy, a comfortable income, and possessions and opportunities far
beyond anything I deserve.
I used to ponder this (many...) times a year, mostly on Memorial (and)
veterans days. Now I brood (almost every) day (every night, actually (when I)
say my prayers. That’s when (I ask God) to bless all those who are currently
(willing) to serve their country and help (guarantee) this life, liberty, and
pursuit of happiness I enjoy--- the exact I was not willing to do when it was my
turn.

And there's more. These days when I see young men and women in
uniform, I stand in awe of then, for they are willing to do something I would
not or could not do. I recognize they grasp a sense of duty and honor that 1
did not. And I am humbled."

Betty Ardisana -- keeps her Security Service Blood on the alert all
the time -- She wrote a note with the article: Mac & Betty -- 1 found the
enclosed clipping in today's Washington Post -- Is this anybody we know?
Signed BA

Can any of the (anyone) shed any light on this guy---Murray Schweitzer??
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Grover & Betty McMakin
Boerne, Texas, 830 816-9113

Diabetes and Vietnam

Dear Dan; I read the note from Larry Eshleman (March 2004 N/L PP31/32) on
his battle with diabetes. As a fellow diabetic, I wish him well. I was curious to
know if he served in Vietnam. If so, he is entitled to VA compensation for his
diabetes and all of the complications. Anyone who stepped foot in Vietnam,
even for a day, and later comes down with diabetes, Prostate Cancer, and several
cancers are entitled to compensation. Please pass this on FTVA members. If
anyone needs help or wants more info, they can contact me. I am a Service
Representative for Vietnam Veterans of America in NYC. Thanks,

John Rowan 6988 SS & 6990 SS, 1967.( jrowan6990@hotmail.com )
Looking For Lt Gen Klocko

Hi, my name is Cathy Johnston and my father, MSgt Clarence A.
(Bill) Stowell, worked for General Klocko in Texas, Frankfurt, Germany and Ft
Meade, MD before retiring at Vandenberg AFB, CA in 1965. He was in the
Security Service until he transferred to Vandenberg.

My dad is 80 years old and suffers from dementia and congestive heart
failure. However, he always brightens up when he talks about General Klocko
and still has a photo of General Klocko playing softball - it's either Ft Meade or
in Germany.

When I visited my dad today (7/31/04) he once again started talking
about General Klocko and how much he admired him. I told him I would try to
find him on the internet. I typed in his name and up came his bio and this
association in 14 seconds! I've printed his bio and also a picture of him when he
was shot down in Africa to give to my dad.

Is it possible to get in touch with General Klocko? I would love it if he
could get in touch with my dad and it would mean the world to him. I would
appreciate any help you could give me. Thanks so much.

Cathy Johnston
1301 Via Alta
Santa Maria CA 93455

805.937.2738 - E-Mail spike2@lightspeed.net

((Ed Note: Response provided by Grover Jackson//Dap))

Looking for Joe Parks

Do you remember Joe Parks who worked in the gym/special services at
Chicksands in the late 1950? As I remember him, he was a big brute--a
heavyweight boxer and pretty tough on the football field. He dated JOAN from
the BX snack bar office, if my ole memory is correct.
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I just noticed on the Chicksands Video Ranch Message Board that

SUSAN left a message on the board looking for her father JOE PARKS who
was stationed at Chicksands:
<<Posted by SUSAN mailto: SUSAN.MD@VERIZON.COM on 1/22/2004:
I AM STILL SEARCHING FOR MY FATHER JOE PARKS. HE WAS
STATIONED AT CHICKSANDS 1957-60. I DO KNOW THAT HE WAS
AN AVID FOOTBALL PLAYER AND CAME FROM PA>>

Again, if memory serves me anymore, Joe Parks hailed from New
York state--ONEONTA, NY, I believe? He lived in our barracks
("JOCKSTRAP BARRACKS" by the old BX). If I'm not mistaken, his girl
friend JOAN was pregnant when JOE went home for discharge. Any idea where
Joe may be today?? Reminiscing,

Larry (Tart)
6910 RGM

Hi Ray, my son was surfing the net and found your e-mail
address. Knowing that 1 had once served the 6910th RGM in Darmstadt
Germany 1960 to 1963 he sent me you address. I started in an administrative
capacity, (70250/70) first in the mail room in basement of orderly room and
operations building then as the squadron Commander chief clerk up on the first
floor, at that time the Squadron Commander was a Capt. Cobb, whom I later
saw in Vietnam as a LCol. Our First Sergeants was Msgt Strong the best I can
remember. We seem to have had an excellent baseball team,( the
Comets) with Bob Story being one of our better pitcher. He could also play a
mean guitar. I suspect the Groups better athlete was a person by the name of
Geniac (misspelled) played football for Rhine Main) I can't remember who the
Group Commander was but I think it was Col. Williamson... My wife and two
children lived in the housing area down the street below the NCO Club. Would
like to get any address of any administrative or personnel people you might
have. Thanks, Roy E Hatcher, USAF, Retired....3338 Royal Carriage Dr.
Montgomery AL, 36116 rehatcher@charter.net

>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>Resp0nse<<<<<<<<<<<<<<<<

Roy delighted to hear from you! Tell your son thanks for putting you
in my mail box! As we all get older there are fewer and fewer of us to
"remember and connect." Don't you agree?

Roy I'm not sure if you have found our websites or not. When I got on
the net I found a bunch of my old USAFSS buddies who served in the early 50's,
beginning in Darmstadt and then moving to Landsberg. My stint in the 6910th
began and ended in Landsberg, which was great duty station.

I named our group: USAFSS 6910tth 50's Group. With the help of
MoMo Mobley, we got wup a website some time ago:
http://www.usafss6910th.org. It used to have a lot MORE stuff, but I decided
to "rebuild" and have fallen behind... I've also got a lot of stuff on my
homepage: http://www.raymack.com.

There is another group that will probably fit your service period better
than ours: http://www.angelfire.com/c04/6910thd2a/index.html Check it out;

33



Remain In Touch September 2004
I know you will be welcome! Finally, there is the BIG group that includes
everyone! http://www.ftva.org/ Best wishes, and thanks for writing! Bye R@y

RAY M. THOMPSON: Host USAFSS 6910th-50's Mail List
HOMEPAGE: http://www.usafss6910th.org
MAIL LIST: usafss6910th50s-subscribe@YahooGroups.com
NEWSLETTER: To Inquire About Membership,

Send Name/Address to: <raymackt@comcast.net

Snail Mail: 1120 Eton Drive - Richardson, TX 75080
My Home Page: http://www.raymack.com

Movie about Johnny Cash
From: Kirk Carpenter
Email: kirkc1@cox.net

I received the following note in my capacity as keeper of the Fallen Eagles
roster. If anyone can provide info to Officer Miller please contact him directly at
his given e-mail address (he's agreed to accept direct contacts)...

Hello Sir,

I don’t know if you have been contacted regarding this issue or not. My name
is Andy Miller (KD6TKX). I am a police officer in Salinas California. Some
how a few years ago, I got involved in helping the movie industry try to portray
radio equipment in a more historically accurate manner. I worked on the
movie Windtalkers and supplied some of the gear. I don’t get paid for helping
(just any regular work wages if I have to take days off) and do it just in hopes
of making the movie more accurate. So...now they are now making a movie
about Johnny Cash and as part of it they want to have a scene depicting a 12th
RSM Lansburg radio facility with Johnny Cash at the controls. I am trying to
help make the scene realistic. I am trying to identify the type of receiving,
teletype, telephone; etc gear that would have been there. The only things 1
have been told so far is that SP-600 and 51J Collins radios were used. I also
want to find out what types of signals would have been intercepted (HF?
VHF? CW? AM?) And how the intercepts were processed? If you can provide
my with any info that will help make this scene more credible, I would greatly
appreciate it. Thank you very much.

Andy Miller
P.S. Please write back to amillertkx@aol.com

((Ed Note: Above was forwarded to members of 6910™ Scty Gp and 12h RSM
who were stationed at Landsberg with Johnny Cash. Following responses
received.

I served at the 12th RSM, 3 Feb 1953 to early 1954, the same time frame as
Johnny Cash....I was never in the 12th's intercept area, but I do know that
some units used standard equipment racks with a small table, an MC-88
typewriter and not much else.....some units made wooden consoles to house
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the equipment.....I am sure we have with us or can find someone that had
access to the 12th's intercept area and can give you a rundown on how it
was....Johnny was a Morse intercept operator and I don't think his station
would contain much more than the two radio receivers in a rack, the small
table, MC-88 typewriter, typist stool, and a field phone so as to be able to
call a supervisor if any extraordinary traffic were to come on line.....his
would be one of many stations all in a row....Other stations such as DF,
Voice, etc would have additional equipment to assist in recording specific
information.......John may have had a tape recorder in case he lost track of
some incoming traffic, so he could replay the tape and correct any missing
message.....] did have access to the intercept area at the 2nd RSM in 1954
and can verify the above info..........

Marvin Mobley

Andy, hi I'm delighted to hear of your project! Please check here for
my USAFSS involvement: http://www.raymack.com/ Four Years in the US Air
force. Being a ham, you might also be interested in: Abilene Christian College
Radio Station KACC

Andy, I was in "group" at Landsberg as a Traffic Analyst and as a ham
(W50US/DL4LJ), 1 was terribly interested in the RSM work and
equipment, but did not have "the need to know" to gain direct access
to the equipment in the RSM on the base where JC worked. Got to
peak in a time or two, but always wished I could go over and hang around!

However, I did get to go over and see one piece of equipment that was
very special and VERY secret! It was made by Collins Radio! (After
the USAFSS and college I worked for Collins/Rockwell for 30 years!)
It was a type of oscilloscope designed to capture the keying waveform
of Russian operators, which were then stored for use when they dropped
a call-sign change in our lap! It was a terrific idea, but I have no idea
how well it worked. As a Traffic Analyst working the chatter rolls (from
Intercept Operators like Johnny Cash), the best clues we got after a call
sign change were their personal notes inserted in the chatter rolls with
comments such as: "This is QWR today, but yesterday it was RTY! I would
know his fist anywhere!" "RTE may be personal friend of "GHU," as the do
little diddle-dots to each other on the sly!" They were some sharp guys!

Anyway, Andy, with my friend and fellow ham Frank Grant, we
operated our ham stations in the attic of one of the barracks where we lived.
Frank was not in 6910th but assigned to base communications as a radio
mechanic. His job was to assure the base comm. equipment was operable in the
rare case we had a practice alert/bivouac, OR were told to evacuate! The base
comm equipment he was in charge of was in a 6-by and included the equipment
you mentioned as well as a Hallicrafters??? HF Transmitter. The equipment was
used so seldom that Frank knew the chance of it failing was pretty high, so he
convinced the base CO to let us use it regularly as a ham station! As I recall, we
were not MARS initially, but later on the base did have an active MARS station,
I believe. We had a beam antenna on 20 meters about 15 feet off the ground, but
with several sked stateside, I was finally about to talk to my Dad on 20 from
Pecos Texas. It was a real thrill because he had got his license while I was in
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the service, something I never would have believed he would do! Top it off; the
first rig he built was a "West Texas Kilowatt" on 20 meters, which was about 50
kilocycles wide! Ha!

Anyway, | probably do have some pictures of our base comm
equipment somewhere, but of course it was not from the equipment pool of the
RSM's or 6910th.

If any of this is helpful to you I will be surprised, but let me cheer
you on with your project! Our group here would LOVE to be on
your distribution list for news of the project: http://www.usafss6910th.org/ I've
not talked to Frank in sometime. He has had some serious health problems, but
I will copy the last e-mail address I have on him...I pray that I hear from him and
know he could fill you in on a lot of things pertaining to base comm!

73 de W50US es cul om!
RAY M. THOMPSON
raymackt@comcast.net
http://www.raymack.com/
Richardson, Texas

Dan,

I forwarded the following URL to Andy through Yahoo and couldn't CC you.
So I am sending this directly to you. This is a 2nd RSM web site.
http://www.geocites.com/buzz_hundly/poopsheets/cw_position.html

Red Barthel, USAFSS 1955-1975

A model of a typical Morse intercept operators position circa 1950’s at Cold war Museum.

Hi Dan,
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Thanks for forwarding the info on that web site, I have seen that picture but need
to confirm that that mock-up is accurate. I emailed Red to see if he can
confirm.Thanks so much for the help. We are also looking for any and all SP-
600’s and 51Js to rent for the film. Take care.

Andy, amillertkx@aol.com (home email)

Request for Use of USAFSS Logo on Gravestone

Dear Dan, without boring you with all the details, I am in process of
designing the headstone for my late wife and myself. I am in need of a USAFSS
logo that would have been in use in 1954-58. Can you furnish me with a black
and white copy of same? If so, please send it to me at 1427 Cumberland Road,
Odessa, Texas 79761. Thanks,

J. Waylon Nichols

((Ed Note: Logo was forwarded to J. Waylon however, monument
manufacturer advised that he needed written permission to use the USAFSS
logo. After numerous queries the following AIA response was provided.))

Because the former USAFSS is a lineal descendant of AIA, the USAFSS
emblem, thus, is an integral and perpetual part of this Agency’s History, Lineage
& Honors. The organization (AIA) commander controls the use and display of
its emblems. Non-Air Force individuals and organizations may use the symbol
only with the commanders permission. AFHRA has no objections to its use, in
this case to be inscribed on a tombstone, as long as it is distinctive, dignified, in
good taste, and does not generate controversy. It is the opinion of AFHRA, that
we (AIA/HO), as the AIA/CC’s Special Staff and as his OPR on these matters,
can, on the CC’s behalf, authorize the USAFSS emblem’s use and display on a
case by case basis. In this particular case, its use falls within the parameters, but
we should ask to furnish us a photograph when completed, for our files.

JUAN JIMENEZ
CMSgt Raymond Little

Dear Mr. Dapolito:

I am hoping you can help me. My name is Pat Nicks and my dad was
in Security Service (CMSgt W.E. Royal). My mom worked Civil Service for
the unit. My folks moved from San Antonio to be closer to me about a year and
a half ago.

My dad passed away in Dec. 2002 but my mom stills receives Remain
in Touch. Recently the city of Irving dedicated a Veteran's Memorial last week
and is selling bricks to finance future expansion of the memorial. We purchased
a brick in honor of my dad for the walkway of the memorial.

My mom and I wish to purchase a brick for CMSgt Raymond Little
who also was in Security Service. We read last year in the Remain in Touch
about Raymond's passing, but have misplaced the edition that had the
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notification of his death. Is there a way to get another copy of that volume? I
will be glad to mail you a check to cover the cost if this is possible. Thank you
for your assistance.

Pat Nicks, (972) 721-2320 (wk)

((Ed Note: Newsletter sent/Dap))

Dale Franklin - USAFSS Personnel

Ray, Enjoyed the website (USAFSS 6910th 50s) re USAFSS. While I was
not in the operations section of things, I was in Personnel; I did handle security
clearances, the required briefing and debriefing, etc., and had access as needed. I
traveled to Berlin and Hof with a gun and classified material.

I worked in Hq USAF, officer assignments, for about a year (52) and went to
the 12th RSM at Landsberg for a few months until Det 2 went to Sembach AB
up by Kaiserslautern (the ops was at Grunstadt) . We went through many unit
designations. From Det 2, 12th RSM we went to Flt A, 85th RSM, to 85th RSM
to 6914th RSM. Sometime in here I made SSgt. I transferred in March 1956 to
the 6952nd RSM at RAF Station Kirknewton, Scotland where I remained until
November 1959 and then back to Hq USAFSS. Around August 60 I got an
assignment to AFROTC at Loyola U of Los Angeles, in spite of the fact that all
endorsements on my application recommended disapproval as I was married and
they couldn't pay a second dislocation allowance in the same 12 month period
without a Secretary of the AF waiver. I got the waiver. However, I have always
fondly remembered my experiences with USAFSS. I retired in 72, after 20 years
as a MSgt.

Vernon D. Franklin to the military, Dale to my friends
Dale Franklin dale@commspeed.net
928-778-5887
”Happiness comes through doors you didn't know you left open.”

Phil Hardcastle Jr. Request

Dan, if you could please list my name and info in the next issue of
"Freedom Through Vigilance. I was in the USAFSS from 1963-1967. Served at
Keesler and Goodfellow, and then overseas as a 2T SSGT with tours in the
Philippines, 6925/6922nd, and the 6933rd in Karamusel AS in Turkey.

Would love to reunite with some of my friends and the various
reunions. I am also a FTVA member since around 1984, isn't that about when
the Association began, (different name then)? Would love to hear from you. God
Bless

Phil Hardcastle Jr., 70 Locust st.,, Woburn, Ma. 01801
phdeacon@earthlink.net

FTVA Sign In — Zweibrucken

Last Name: Ison
First Name: George
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Email: gmison@comcast.net

Comments: Served in Zweibrucken, Germany with the 6901st SCG from 1964-
1967. Would like to connect with anyone serving during those years.

Zweibrucken Visit
Hi Dan;

During the later part of June I was in France for my niece's wedding.
We had an extra day in Germany on the way back so my wife and I drove over
to Zweibrucken, as we had met there at Kreutzberg Cassern. Initially we had
some difficulty finding the old road to the base. We were lucky because the car
I had rented had a GPS system, so we were able to look at a detailed map which
allowed us to find the street even though we had to drive through a private
neighborhood to get to it. I believe it is now called American Strasse (or some
other word for the street). We were somewhat apprehensive about visiting the
old location as we had been their 15-20 years before and it looked like a broken
down ghost town with buildings falling apart. When we arrived, we were very
pleased to find that about 2/3rds of the area had been refurbished and is now a
German Technical School.

Attached are the photos: (1) the part of the schools campus that has
been restored (nice white buildings); (2) the 6901st/ESRSARC building, which
has not yet been refurbished; (3) Downtown Zwei on what used to be the
hauptstrasse, which is now a pedestrian mall. This view includes the
government buildings looking up the hill toward the base. The river is just this
side of the lion where the black post is.

If any one is interested in receiving these pictures (below) I would be
happy to email the pictures to them.

Bruce Buchanan, FTVA member, bfbuchanan@sbcglobal.net
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Picture #1 — Zweibruken School Campus

Picture # 2 — 6901° ESR SARC Building
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Picture # 3 - Downtown Zweibrucken

DIRNSA Senior Enlisted Advisors
A bit of military trivia:

Way back in 1973 I had the honor of being selected as the Director's
Senior Enlisted Advisor at NSA, the first of a line of about 14 who have since
served in that assignment.

In June of this year, the Director approved the establishment of what he
termed, "The Hall of Honor," where all of the DIR SEAs had their portraits
prepared, placed in a nice frame, and then installed in one of the main hallways
at NSA, much like they have had over the years for each of the Directors and
Deputy Directors.

The ceremony was conducted during Armed Forces Week,
accompanied by a lot of hoopla and the usual cake and soda refreshments. We
had a nice crowd; attending were the principals and their spouses and families.
On the downside, four of the SEAs are no longer with us.

As I said, Military Trivia.

A. W. Gray
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Then and, unfortunately, now...................... (AL)

LATE ITEMS LATE ITEMS LATEITEMS LATE ITEMS
Sensor Olympics - Recognizing the "Best of the Best" Enlisted Technicians
in the Air Intelligence Agency

Mr. Dapolito,

I am the Superintendent of the Sensor Olympics Program at AIA. Today I
attended the FTVA meeting and requested that the following Sensor
Olympics advertisements run in your newsletter.

HQ AIA Sensor Olympics is looking to invite the original Comfy Olympics
medalists -- from 1980 -- to this year's 25th Anniversary at the Lackland
Gateway Club. If you are a 1980 medalist, or you know of one, please
contact SMSgt Andy Smith at (210) 977-4575 or
aia.sensorolympics@lackland.af.mil.

With the 25th edition, our Silver Anniversary of Sensor Olympics scheduled
for 3 November 2004, the Sensor Olympics office is looking to assemble a
display of unique historical items from the program. If you have pictures,
medals, cups, etc you would like to loan/donate to the Sensor Olympics
office, please contact SMSgt Andy Smith, (210) 977-4575 or
aia.sensorolympics@lackland.af.mil.
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ANDY A. SMITH, SMSgt, USAF
Superintendent, Sensor Olympics

DSN: 969-4575; Commercial: (210) 977-4575
FAX: 969-2327; Commercial: (210) 977-2327
aia.sensorolympics@lackland.af.mil
andy.smith@lackland.af.mil

AlA commander selects new CCM
HEADQUARTERS AIR INTELLIGENCE AGENCY, Lackland Air Force
Base, Texas — Maj. Gen. Paul J. Lebras, Air Intelligence Agency commander,
selected Chief Master Sgt. Edward W. Colquhoun Jr. to be the agency’s
command chief master sergeant Aug. 9.

Chief Colquhoun comes from the 67th Information
Operations Wing, Lackland AFB, Texas, where he
served as the wings command chief.

Chief Colquhoun enlisted in the Air Force in January
1979 and has served in a number of challenging
positions in the cryptologic linguist career field,
including conventional, airborne and space operations
as a surveillance and warning center coordinator,
watch officer, deputy chief, standardization and
evaluation and operations superintendent. His
assignments have included bases in California and
Texas, and he has served overseas in the United
Kingdom Italy, Germany and Saudi Arabia.

As the AIA command chief, Chief Colquhoun will advise the commander on
all issues affecting the readiness, utilization, morale, professional development
and quality of life for more than 10,200 enlisted personnel assigned to 130 units
worldwide.

AIA delivers multi-source intelligence products, services, resources as well
as information operations forces and expertise in the areas of information
warfare/command and control warfare, security, acquisition, foreign weapons
systems and technology and treaty monitoring, to support Air Force and joint
warfighters as well as national decision makers.

67th IOW Commander selects new CCM

HEADQUARTERS AIR
INTELLIGENCE AGENCY, Lackland
Air Force Base, Texas — Col. Kathryn
L. Gauthier, 67th  Information
Operations Wing (IOW) commander,
has selected Chief Master Sgt. William
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C. Gurney to be the wing’s command chief master sergeant Aug. 9.

Chief Gurney comes from Yongsan Garrison, Seoul, Republic of Korea, where
he served as Senior Enlisted Advisor to the Special United States Liaison
Advisor.

Chief Gurney enlisted in the Air Force in November 1983 after completing
basic military training as an honor graduate and began his career as a printer

systems operator and non-Morse signals analyst.

Chief Gurney has held various positions within the signals intelligence
production career field, including operations crew commander and
superintendent. His assignments have taken him to bases in Florida, Texas, and
Ohio, and he has served overseas in the United Kingdom and Japan.

As the 67th IOW’s command chief, Chief Gurney will advise the commander
on all issues affecting the readiness, utilization, morale, professional
development and quality of life for more than 3,400 enlisted personnel assigned
to 54 units operating in more than five countries worldwide.

The 67th IOW executes Eighth Air Force’s global information operations
mission. The wing collects, analyzes and reports current information from
different collection sources and provides tailored information to warfighters and
national decision-makers. Subordinate to the wing are four information
operations groups located in the continental U.S., and in the Pacific and
European theaters. The wing was activated on Oct. 1, 1993.

Maintenance Personnel

Mike Healy (MSgt)
2550 Fargo Way
Sparks, NV 89434

To: Bob Baert

Being my computer has been out of work for the last 6 mo’s, I was
looking at the dues problem. As far as I know I sent a check # 2638 (Wells
Fargo) 3/27/2004.Let me know if you sent me 2004 membership card of do I
owe dues. I think I paid mine.

I haven’t seen any maintenance people in the newsletter. How about
putting my list of units I was at while in Security service. I spent the first at
Misawa (1955) and last at Misawa (1975) 20 years. I will put a list on the next
page.

Life History USAFSS
Units
Misawa AB Japan 1955 -57
Wakkanai AS 1955 - 56 (6 Months)
Bremerhaven, Germany 1957 - 58
Karamursel, Turkey 1958 - 60

Chicksands, England 1960 - 61
Goodfellow AFB Texas 1961 - 63
Chicksands, England 1963 - 66
Kelly AFB, Texas 1966 — 68 >>>

44



September 2004 Remain In Touch

E&I Team TDY
Karamursel, Turkey 1968 — 70 Brindisi, Italy
Misawa AB, Japan 1970 -73 Crete, Greece
Osan AB, Korea 1973 - 74 Rhein Mein, Germany
Misawa, AB, Japan 1974 - 175 Darmstadt, Germany
Osan AB, Korea 1975 — 79(AFCS) Peshawa, Pakistan

Dover AFB, Delaware 1979 — Aug (AFCS) Wakkanai, Japan
Shu Linku, Taiwan
Onna Point, Okinawa

I wonder of anybody (Maintenance) had as many overseas units in
USAFSS?

Michael J. Healy
P.S Hope we can get the membership straight.
P.S.S would love to see my history in the Blue book. Thanks M.J.H

((Ed Note: Membership query answered by Bob Baert, Membership. /Dap))
Bill Klausner

Greetings, 55th Recon members:

I was only in the 55th a little over 2 years, but I think Bill Klausner spent
his AF career in Recon. He was my A/C for 2 years & I wouldn't have traded
him for anyone else in the 343rd SRS to take me into those "good" places we
flew in from Dec. 67 to 1Sep.69.

Bill has moved from FL. to Las Vegas, & is buying a house there. In the
meantime, he is living with his youngest son, Ken. Bill was in ICU for 5 days
with what they thought was a stroke. He is supposed to be operated on for a
brain tumor in about a week. (not scheduled when I talked to him Sat.
Aug.14th.)

He sounded pretty depressed, & stressed out about the upcoming operation.
He was glad to have my call, & I'm sure he would be glad to hear from anyone
who knew & associated with him during his AF Career. I don't have an address;
but his sons phone # is (702) 914-0389.

Try to imagine yourself in his shoes, & act accordingly. A prayer is always
in order. Best Wishes & Blessings to You All.

Charlie C. Caldwell. USAF (RET)

E Mail CCCMAR49@CAMALOTT.COM"
Visit our Web site @ www.55srwa.org
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Comment

Last Name: Washington
First Name: John
Email: jhnwash@yahoo.com

Comments: My name is John Washington and I'd like to contact Al Zonj. I
served in the 6990th SS between late 67 until May of 69. I was a 2-op and my
AMS was Al Znoj. (The BEST!!). I have since found that I've developed
Prostate cancer which is caused by Agent Orange. I've been told that, despite AF
flight records with the "01 A" (combat) misson symbol, and the Air Medal, I still
must provide proof that I was actually on the ground "in country”. Al, or anyone
else reading this, if you know of any office, organization or department that I
can contact please let me know so that I can qualify for benefits. If you or
anyone else can send a "buddy" letter stating that we served together at Danang
please get in touch. I hope you're doing well. FTVA does good work Thanks,

John

FREEDOM THROUGH VIGILANCE ASSOCIATION
P. O. Box 691616
San Antonio, TX 782269-1510
VIGILANT PARTNERS
2004

GOLD PARTNERS
L-3 Communications (Greenville)
Security Service Federal Credit Union
Propwash Gang
Symantec Corporation
Raytheon (Falls Church)
SAIC

SILVER PARTNERS
Freedom Through Vigilance Association
Doyle Larson
“Picnic Partners”
Grover Jackson
Arrowhead Electric Service, Inc.

BRONZE PARTNERS
Lockheed Martin
Bd Systems, Inc. Centurion Group
Bob Cope
Donald Bundy
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Fisher House, Inc.
Jerry McKenna — Sculptor
Grover McMakin
6924™ Heritage Association
CACI, Inc.
To The Penny

PATRON PARTNERS

Command Technologies
Daniel Cooler
Francis Sabourin
John H. (Jack) Riedel
Stanfield Systems, Inc.
King’s Dart Lounge Inc.
Okey’s Antiques and Collectables
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