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Well, it’s that time of the year again—the chance to renew old friendships and 
memories and to get that important update from the AIA commander on the 
important challenges facing our command as it moves further into integration 
with Air Combat Command.  Yes, it’s the 24th annual FTVA reunion that 
celebrates the establishment and development of a great organization, one we’re 
all proud to have served (and are still serving). 

 
Your board of directors is fully engaged with an action group from Security Hill 
to do the detailed planning for the October 20-22 events.  As I’ve participated in 
this planning over the past several years, I’m always struck with just how much 
has to get done to make our reunion a success.    Based on our most recent 
discussions with the active duty folks, everything is on track for the fall 
(although October weather in San Antonio is sometimes not what we think of as 
fall).   If you’re attending this year, keep an eye out for our newest FTVA 
“doober”:   a 2006 calendar featuring pictures from places we grew to love 
(well, most of the time) while serving there.    More details about the calendar 
appear elsewhere in this issue of the newsletter. 
 
This will be my final President’s Corner.   My two-year term as president of 
your board of directors is up after the October reunion.    I’ve enjoyed the 
opportunity to lead the monthly sessions we hold to review how our association 
is doing, and I want to publicly thank and praise your directors for their time and 
effort in guiding the association’s course.  Your association is strong both 
financially and in terms of commitment to preserving and strengthening our 
heritage, and supporting important people recognition programs for today’s 
active duty force.  It has been my honor and privilege to serve as your president. 
Keep in touch,   
 
Grover Jackson  
  
 

 
 
 

 
 
Information in the form of letters, notes, fax, e-mail, or by phone is 
accepted as true and factual.  In order to include as much information as 
possible, some of it may be edited for brevity or may be delayed for later 
publication.  Publishing of any article or notice in this Newsletter does not 
assure accuracy or endorsement by the Association or Agency. 
Correction/Comments – June 2005 Newsletter, Page27 

President’s Corner 

 EDITOR’S DISCLAIMER 
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Apologies, to Dave Bristol and the Florida Group (FLAG) of the P Gang of 
the PWG, for the results of the distorted pictures on page 31. When I submit 
the pictures to the printer (Kinkos), I have no control of how photos will come 
out and normally we are fighting time to achieve an early mail-out by the 
mailers. Pictures submitted by Dave did not appear to be any worse than 
pictures submitted previously.  So all I can say is “I’m sorry.” Please keep 
sending your photos/stories.  //Dan Dapolito// 
 
CALENDARS ARE READY 
 
Our brand new 2006 calendars are ready.  About 100 of them will be available 
for the Annual Reunion. If you wish to receive one, please let me know and I'll 
try to have them ready for you. Donation request will be $15.00 per copy. Checks 
for mail order requests should be filled out to:  Freedom through Vigilance 
Association and should be sent to: Doug Holden, 9227 Fallworth, San 
Antonio, TX, 78254 
 
Doug Holden 
` 

 
 
  

Heritage Chapter – San Angelo, TX 
(1) EC-47 Dedication Plaques 
 
Just picked these up yesterday...ya'll are first to see finished products.  I think 
the monuments folks hit a lick with these....again, we sure appreciate FTVA 

funding. 

               
 

The dedication agenda is taking shape...more after the next meeting on Aug 
15th.  Our Chapter is working up a sponsored social/mixer at the Goodfellow 
Club on Thursday evening...Oct 27th...as well as an open forum/tour of the NCO 
Academy following the dedication ceremony on the 28th.  More info to 
follow.... 
 
Tom Nurre 
(2) EC-47 photo's - the paint isn't even dry yet! 

FTVA Chapter News 
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       This project is on track.  Airframe will be towed to Goodfellow within next 
10-14 days.  The wings will be re-attached and the antenna elements added after 
it get to the display pad in front of the new Wing Hqs bldg.  Dedication still 
scheduled for 28 Oct 2005. 
       You're invited to view these photos online at Kodak Easy share Gallery! 
Just click on View Photos to get started. 
http://www.kodakgallery.com/I.jsp?c=8xh8zn2.ao5lv3sy&x=0&h=1&y=xzwg0 
        If you'd like to save this album, just sign in, or if you're new to the Gallery, 
create a free account. Once you've signed in, you'll be able to view this album 
whenever you want and order Kodak prints of your favorite photos. Enjoy! 
        Instructions: Click view photos to begin. If you're an existing member 
you'll be asked to sign in. If not, you can join the Gallery for free. 
http://www.kodakgallery.com/Register.jsp  
Questions? Visit http://help.kodakgallery.com. 
 
Tom Nurre 
 
Goodfellow AFB Dedication of Building 525 
 
Dan, 
 MSgt Steven Moser and TSgt Robert "Marty" Flynn were Vietnamese 
Linguists assigned to JPAC (Legacy JTF-FA) at Camp Smith Hawaii.  They, 
along with several other U.S. and Vietnamese military members, lost their lives 
when the Mi-17 helicopter they were flying on crashed into a mountain in Quang 
Binh, Viet Nam during the morning of 7 April 2001.  The personnel on the 
helicopter were performing site surveys for POW/MIA reclamation missions. 
Marty and Steve were both ESC/AIA veterans that served at the 6990th ESS in 
Okinawa. 
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 The 17th Training Wing at Goodfellow AFB led the effort to dedicate 
Bldg 525, the linguist training facility, in their honor. The Air Force paid for the 
Moser and Flynn families to attend the ceremony at Goodfellow on April 8th 
2005. 

 Steve and Marty's moms removed the shroud from the plaque during the 
dedication. The speakers in the photographs are MSgt Mike Lueders from JPAC, 
Camp Smith, Hawaii and MSgt Raymond Tudino, from the 17th Training Wing 
at Goodfellow. Both Mike and Ray are Vietnamese linguists, as well.  Mike is 
the taller of the two people. Regards, 
 

 
 
 
JP Hill 
 
 
AIA to get new commander 
 By Master Sgt. David Donato - Air Intelligence Agency Public Affairs 
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 Air Force officials announced May 
13, the selection of Brig. Gen. John C. Koziol 
to succeed Maj. Gen. Paul J. Lebras as the 
next commander of the Air Intelligence 
Agency. 
 A major general select, Gen. Koziol, 
will assume command of the agency this fall.  
 He is currently the commander of the 
55th Wing at Offutt AFB, Neb., where he is 
responsible for organizing, training and 
equipping six groups and 32 squadrons 
focused on command and control; intelligence, 
surveillance and reconnaissance; and 
electronic warfare. General Koziol is also 
responsible for base support to 90 associate 

units including U.S. Strategic Command, Air Force Weather Agency, Defense 
Finance and Accounting Service, and more than 57,000 active-duty members, 
civilians, family members and retirees. 
 "I'm looking forward to moving to San Antonio and commanding AIA," 
General Koziol said. "I've been associated with the tremendous people of AIA 
throughout my career in the Air Force. The agency and its people epitomize 
excellence. It is a warfighting organization that continually plays a vital role in 
support of combatant commanders around the globe."  
 In his new role, the general will command more than 12,000 people who 
gain, exploit, defend and attack information and information systems to ensure 
superiority in the air, space and information domains.  
 In addition to leading AIA, General Koziol will also serve as 8th Air 
Force's deputy commander for Information Operations and director of Lackland's 
Joint Information Operations Center.  
 Throughout his career, the general has served in several Air Staff 
positions to include program element monitor for national intelligence programs, 
executive officer to the Assistant Chief of Staff for Intelligence and as chief of 
Program Development and Integration.  
 General Lebras, who has served as commander of the agency since 
2002, will retire later this year. He will officially turn over command at a change 
of command ceremony on a date to be determined.  
 "I've enjoyed my time here and my entire Air Force career," General 
Lebras said. "The people in AIA epitomize our core values, and I know they'll 
give General Koziol the same outstanding support they gave me. General Koziol 
has a wealth of operational experience, so the Agency and its multiple missions 
are in good hands." 
 
  
AIA bids farewell to General Robinson 
 By Staff Sgt. Kenya Shiloh -Air Intelligence Agency Public Affairs 
   ((Photo by William Belcher)) 

 Maj. Gen. Paul J. Lebras, Air 
Intelligence Agency commander, and staff 
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members bid farewell to Brig. Gen. Neal T. Robinson, AIA vice commander and 
Air Force Cryptologic Office director, during a retirement ceremony, May 31, at 
the Air Intelligence Agency, Lackland Air Force Base, Texas.  
 General Robinson entered the Air Force Academy in 1974. Once he 
graduated, he went to Goodfellow Air Force Base, Texas, to attend the signals 
intelligence school. 
 He held positions ranging from analyst to chief of special studies 
division and as the first chief of the Comfy Olympics Branch, directorate of 
operations.  
 The general served at numerous bases and units around the world to 
include: Osan Air Base, Korea; National Security Agency, Fort George G. 
Meade, Md.; Headquarters Electronic Security Command, Kelly Air Force Base, 
Texas; Headquarters U.S. Southern Command, Panama; and 5th Air Tactical Air 
Force, Vicenza, Italy. 
 General Robinson also attended the senior executive program at the 
Columbia University Graduate School of Business in Harrison, N.Y., and 
graduated from the Army Command and General Staff College at Fort 
Leavenworth, Kansas and the Inter-American Defense College at Ft. Lesley J. 
McNair, Washington, D.C. 
 The general is a recipient of the Basic Parachutist Badge, the Defense 
Superior Service Medal, the Legion of Merit, the Defense Meritorious Service 
Medal the Meritorious Service Medal, the Joint Service Commendation Medal, 
the Air Force Commendation medal, the Humanitarian Service Medal and the 
NATO Medal. 
 The general said the most significant thing he gained throughout his 
career was a sense of purpose and perspective in that "the United States of 
America is a nation that needs all of our skills and talents to keep it alive."  
 He also said that since serving as the director of AFCO, his goals and 
expectations have been met, but that there's still a lot of work to do.  
 "I think we've set up a template for a much better coordination and 
cooperation between NSA and AIA," he said. "I think that especially with the 
mission alignment and Regional Security Operations Center build-out, there are 
tremendous opportunities for HQ AIA and AFCO to help plan the new 
relationship that will exist between AIA and National Security Agency/Central 
Security Service. The relevance for the headquarters staff will increase as it 
helps make NSA/CSS Texas successful and I'm very optimistic about that." 

The general said his advice for the new vice commander is to be 
flexible and take advantage of opportunities that are presented. To the AIA 
workforce, he said the trend-line has been for AIA to become a much more 
critical player in supporting the USAF and the nation over the past several years.  

"The agency's processes are much more integrated among all our parts 
(the Air Force Information Warfare Center, the National Air and Space 
Intelligence Center and the wings) and I think we are a more integrated force 
and we should strive to stay that way." 

In his closing remarks on General Robinson's retirement, General 
Lebras said, "Neal, I've said for the last three years, you are a great officer, a 
great commander, and a great friend. All of us in the Air Force are sorry to see 
you leave, but after 21 distinct assignments in 31… years, two more than me in 
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34 years… if anyone has earned our nation's gratitude and some time off, it's 
you. 

I know you are a big fan of Teddy Roosevelt and he once said, 'No man 
is worth his salt who is not ready at all times to risk his well-being, to risk his 
body, and to risk his life in a great cause.' Every day of your career you've risked 
everything and I know you would have given your very life for those you have 
led and protected. You are worth your salt in my book, Neal T. Robinson. 
Godspeed!" 

 
 
 381st IS Celebrates Anniversaries  
     By Capt. Celina Croteau and Master Sgt. James Fleming - 381st Intelligence Squadron 
 

 
Maj. Gen. John Morrison (retired), the unit's first commander returned to the 
381st Intelligence Squadron as the guest speaker. General Morrison was 
commander from 1953 through 1955. (Courtesy photo) 
 ELMENDORF AIR FORCE BASE, Alaska - The 381st Intelligence 
Squadron at Elmendorf Air Force Base, Alaska, celebrated its one-year 
anniversary as the AIA-designated Alaska Mission Operations Center and its 52 
years of intelligence operations in the Pacific theater May 12-13.  
 The two-day event brought a host of distinguished guests, 381st alumni 
and unit members to "The Top of the Hill," where the squadron has conducted 
near-continuous 24-hour operations since 1953. 
 "This is a once in a lifetime opportunity for people in the unit, past and 
present, to reflect on our rich history and showcase our unique mission as we 
move into the 21st Century" said Lt. Col. Paul Wade, 381st IS commander. 
 AMOC alumni and members of the greater intelligence community got 
to do exactly that at the 381st anniversary gala May 13. Nearly 160 current and 
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former squadron members gathered at the Elmendorf Officer's Club to 
commemorate the 381st's rich history and chart out its bright future. 
 Highlights of the evening included keynote addresses by AIA Vice 
Commander, Brig. Gen. Neal Robinson, and the squadron's first commander, 
retired Maj. Gen. John Morrison. Currently the president of the National 
Cryptologic Museum at Fort George G. Meade, Md., General Morrison spoke of 
his tenure as commander of the 3rd Radio Squadron Mobile from 1953-1955. As 
he noted, this predecessor to the AMOC was initially pieced together with Army 
equipment left over from WWII.  
 A critical hub for Pacific theater intelligence activities, the 3rd RSM 
included approximately 800 Airmen stationed at remote sites throughout Alaska. 
Most squadron members lived and worked in the same building, which the 
squadron still uses today. Over the years the building not only featured dorm 
rooms, but an internal post office, barbershop, Base Exchange, dining hall and 
shooting gallery. In the mid-1950s, the squadron even adopted its own mascot, an 
orphaned moose calf named Sammy. Known for coming to eat in the unit's 
dining hall, Sammy was even issued his very own green badge.  
 Today, modern office space and communication systems have replaced 
the typewriters and open bays of the 1950s. However, some things have gone 
unchanged; like the dedication of the unit's Airmen, who provide round-the-clock 
intelligence support to Pacific theater warfighters and national-level decision-
makers.  
 Although the 381st IS faced prospects of closure in the mid-1990s, new 
and expanded missions promise the AMOC will be around for years to come.  
 In his closing remarks at the gala, Colonel Wade noted that he looked 
forward to receiving an invitation to the squadron's next anniversary celebration. 
General Morrison promised to be there. 

 
 

70th Wing activates, redesignates groups 
 By Tech. Sgt. Marilyn Holliday - 70th Intelligence Wing Public Affairs 
 
  FORT GEORGE G. MEADE, Md. - In ceremonies May 5, the 70th 
Intelligence Wing formally established two new groups, organizing the wing 
according to the Air Force combat wing structure.  
 The 694th Intelligence Group was deactivated, while the wing stood up 
the 70th Operations Group and 70th Mission Support Group. These 
organizational changes will better enable the wing to support the global war on 
terrorism.  
 "We are now postured more effectively to fulfill our role as a global Air 
Force wing," Col. Fred Gortler, 70th Intelligence Wing commander, said. "The 
reorganization allows us to better meet current and future threats by creating the 
first Air Force intelligence wing organized like a combat Air Force wing." 
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 Although the 70th IW was created in August 2000 from its predecessor, 
the 6940th Electronic Security Wing, which had long existed as an administrative 
organization, it didn't take long before senior leaders and commanders realized 
the combat wing structure would normalize Air Force intelligence operations and 
eliminate redundancies.  
 In February 2004 the realignment of missions and organizations 
between the 67th Information Operations Wing and the 70th IW was approved. 
In April 2004 the 70th IW initiated a realignment proposal that would align the 
wing as a combat wing organization. The mission of the combat wing is to fully 
develop commanders with specific functional expertise to plan and execute air 
and space power as part of expeditionary units.  
    70th OG activation 

Col. Jeff Johnson, 70th Operations Group commander, at left, 
accepts the guidon from Col. Fred Gortler III, 70th Intelligence 
Wing commander. The70th OG and the 70th Mission Support 
Group were both activated May 5. (Photo by Mike Mader) 
 "Collaborating across global wing operations 
allows us to focus resources in the best way to 
compress the planning and execution timeline," Colonel 
Gortler said. "It postures 8th Air Force and the Air 
Intelligence Agency to maximize our contribution to 
the national effort." 

"The Air Force model for conducting combat 
operations is the kill chain - find, fix, track, target, 
engage and assess," Col. Jeff Johnson, 70th Operations 
Group commander, said. "Intelligence operations are 
the essence of five of these six parts. We are the kill 
chain. We are operations. Thus, the title operations 

group is very fitting for our intelligence group as our intelligence work is driving 
Air Force operations."  

The OG is working to improve operations at the 70th. They recently 
stood up the Global Coordination Element, a new cell that coordinates activities 
throughout the wing. The OG also stood up Task Force BABEL, a team whose 
mission is to evaluate the use of 70th IW Airmen.  

70th MSG activation 
Colonel Gortler described the new mission support group as 

"coordinating the efforts of our worldwide enabling operations, ensuring the 
capacity and infrastructure is available for net-centric cryptologic operations. Our 
MSG was created by taking a rib from the former 694th Intelligence Group." 
"The mission support group integrates the command structure, the responsibility, 
the authority, and the assets to train, prepare resource, sustain and protect the 
operators - and then we recover and reconstitute the force," Lt. Col. Donna 
Moerschell, 70th MSG commander, said. "The end result of our reorg is 

increased readiness, which is always a priority." 
 
Lt. Col. Donna Moerschell (left), accepts the guidon from Col. Fred 
Gortler III, during activation ceremonies May 5 at Fort Meade. 
(Photo by Mike Mader) 
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"I don't think this realignment is to fix something that's broken. To the 
contrary, we are simply making it better," Colonel Moerschell said. "We've done 
that this past year by working to move functions and processes, and to establish 
new ones which didn't exist. Today signifies the stamp of approval on the efforts 
each of you have put forth to get us to this point."  

During the past year, members of the 70th MSG reorganized in 
anticipation of the official standup and one of the most noteworthy 
accomplishments was the completion of a common area for Fort Meade's Air 
Force dormitory residents, commonly referred to as "The Roost." The new 
entertainment and kitchen and dining area cost about $117,000. 

"No nation has contributed more to peace and freedom in this world 
than the United States of America and no organization has done more as an 
instrument to achieve peace and freedom than America's military force," Colonel 
Gortler said. "The event we celebrate today postures America's cryptologic wing 
to increase our contributions to this force - to this nation." 

In addition to the new groups, the 91st Intelligence Squadron was 
deactivated, closing the books on a squadron predating the Air Force. In its place 
the 70th Intelligence Support Squadron stood up as part of the 70th MSG. The 
70th Communications Squadron and 70th Mission Support Squadron also 
activated as part of the 70th MSG. The 70th OG also activated the 70th 
Operations Support Squadron.  

692nd redesignation 
Another significant event for the wing occurred April 27 at Hickam 

AFB, Hawaii, when the 692nd Information Operations Group was redesignated 
to the 692nd Intelligence Group. "The newly renamed intelligence group now has 
a clear focus on heavy lift cryptology and providing support to the Pacific Air 
Forces as the AIA point of presence," Col. Clark Kelly, 692nd IG commander, 
said. "The ceremony was more than just a patch or name change. Adding the 
word intelligence into the group's name highlights their core competency - 
intelligence. Intelligence is the bedrock of our Air Force's kill chain to find, fix, 
track, target, engage and assess." 

The redesignation ceremony took place in the historic Hall of Heroes 
where scores of people died on Dec. 7, 1941, when the Imperial Japanese Navy 
attacked the air base. On the day of the attack, the courtyard was part of the 
messing facility for the Army Air Forces largest dormitory.  

Today the courtyard is part of the Pacific Air Forces Headquarters. The 
692nd IG is a vital part of the HQ PACAF team as they integrate into the 
PACAF staff to provide cryptologic expertise and liaison for all of the Air 
Intelligence Agency's missions in the Pacific theater.  

"The 692nd IG acts as a one-stop shop for HQ PACAF's AIA 
intelligence needs," Colonel Kelly said. "A new name and a sharper focus builds 
on the historic foundation laid by the Airmen who sacrificed their lives for our 
nation." 

As of May 1 the 70th IW consists of five groups and 16 squadrons. In 
addition to the two recently activated groups, other groups are the 543rd 
Intelligence Group at Lackland AFB, Texas; 692nd IG at Hickam AB, Hawaii; 
and the 373rd Intelligence Group at Misawa AB, Japan. The squadrons are: 22nd 
IS, 29th IS, 32nd IS, 94th IS, 70th Communications Squadron, 70th ISS, 70th 
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Mission Support Squadron and 70th Operations Support Squadron, all at Fort 
Meade, Md.; 31st IS at Fort Gordon, Ga., 93rd IS and 543rd Support Squadron, 
at Lackland AFB, Texas; 303rd IS at Osan AB, Korea; 324th IS at Wheeler AB, 
Hawaii; 381st IS at Elmendorf AFB, Alaska; and the 301st IS and 373rd SPTS at 
Misawa AB, Japan. 

 
FTVA SPOT – LITE 
 

Gordon W. Sommers, long time USAFSS/ESC 
employee and FTVA member has recently been 
nominated and received the United Way’s 2005 
Volunteer of the Year Award. He received a FAITH-
BASED ORGANIZATION AWARD for his service 
with the Agape Ministry. The event was held June 23. 
The 16th annual Volunteer of the year Awards program 
was organized by the Volunteer Center at United Way 
of San Antonio and Bexar County and sponsored by 
Clarke American, H-E-B Tournament of Champions, 
The San Antonio Express-News and the city of San 

Antonio. This event – the city’s largest award program recognizing volunteers – 
celebrates the achievements of individuals and groups who have dedicated their 
time and talents in service to others. 
(Source San Antonio Express News - July 6, 2005 – Submitted by Jim Youngson) 
Bill Grayson (FTVA Member) New Book Review 
Forgotten Front Lines of U.S. Homeland Defense 

  New Perspectives on little-known World War!! History. 
 BOWIE, MD - The brutal surprise attack on Pearl 
Harbor in December 1941 snapped Americans out of their false 
sense of security and spurred fortification of our nation’s 
shorelines. In his new book, Delaware ‘s Ghost Towers: The 
Coast Artillery’s Forgotten Last Stand in the Darkest Days of 
World War II (now available through AuthorHouse), military 
historian Bill Grayson immerses readers in the wartime lives of 
the Army and National Guard cannoneers who stood between 

U.S. citizens and the threat of enemy fire. 
 Delaware ‘s Ghost Towers takes readers inside American strategy 
before Pearl Harbor, when lukewarm commitment to homeland defense relied 
on vast expanses of ocean between this country and its enemies. In the wake of 
attack, frantic efforts to fortify vulnerable coastal assets culminated in high-
priority projects to protect the Delaware River and the Atlantic mouth of the 
Delaware Bay. One of these projects, Fort Miles, provided the most heavily-
armed installation on the East Coast. 
 Grayson describes the duties and daily life of troops manning these 
shoreline positions and the operational capabilities of the big guns, early radars, 
searchlights and other defensive assets. With great attention to detail and a 
reverence for the unsung heroes, who made a sacrifice few recognize, he tells a 
previously untold story of nameless, brave citizen soldiers and fills a void both 
in World War H and U.S. military history. 
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 Grayson is formally trained as a U.S. Air Force intelligence officer. He 
served as the commander and operations officer of various Air Force Signals 
Intelligence, Counterintelligence, and Operations Security units in Europe and 
South Vietnam, and he completed three military tours at the National Security 
Agency as a cryptologic staff officer and Chief of Transmission Security. After 
his Air Force service, he joined the U.S. Department of Commerce as a 
telecommunications specialist assessing the vulnerabilities of communications 
and computers of whole federal agencies. Since 1981, he has been a senior 
security engineering consultant with a leading aerospace defense company in 
Washington, DC, where he has worked to secure networked computers of many 
federal departments and the White House. A student of six foreign languages, he 
holds BA and MS degrees and is a graduate of the Air Force Command and 
Staff College. He is certified in computer systems security, operations security, 
and has completed the course requirements for communications security 
professionalization. A member of numerous military and veterans’ associations, 
Grayson lives in Maryland and is a frequent visitor to the Delaware coast. 
 AuthorHouse is the premier publishing house for emerging authors and 
new voices in literature. For more information and to order copies of 
Delaware‘s Ghost Towers directly from the web ($15.50 per copy) please visit 
www.authorhouse.com. The book is also available at discounted wholesale 
prices from major suppliers. 
Project Bluebook 
Hi, I came across your page (usafss6910th50s) by accident when looking up 
Hector Quintanilla.  I have been wondering about him and others that I worked 
with, and just put his name in Google.  We worked in the same group at Rome 
Air Development Center, Rome, NY Griffiss AFB.  That was in the late 50's- 
early 60's. I was a civilian by then (former 1/Lt USAF) working on the AN/FLR-
9 program (engineering) while he was working on another system. I believe he 
left Rome to go directly to Blue Book.  He was a Captain while in Rome.  We 
called him Capt. Q.  I once met his brother in San Antonio when we were visiting 
HQ USAFSS. I think he was a used car dealer.  I had no idea that he was a PHD 
when he was at Rome, but I knew him to be very smart, good sense of humor and 
a hard worker.  Since we were across the hall from each other we did not cross 
paths daily since both groups were very busy. Sorry to hear that he had died. 
      During that period I had visited the 6917th, 6950th, 6922nd and other 
locations but never your place.  I never stayed at any of them for long except 5 
weeks in England and 1 month in Misawa.  They were very busy in the early 
60's.  
      I worked at Griffiss for 33 1/2 years and many of them supporting USAFSS 
in developing technology for them and then jumped to supporting FTD (home of 
Blue Book) but never got near the Blue Book operations. I never saw Q again 
after he left Rome. 
      My times working with the USAFSS are fondly remembered (and also 
remembered the long days and short nights with my wife and kids at home 
without me).   I did not stay on active duty because I didn't want to be away as 
much as Active Duty USAF members did but got my share as a civilian. I made 
some good friends at those sites but have not kept in touch. Regards, 
Marvin R. Clinch 



September 2005                                                  Remain In Touch 

 13 

>>>>>>>>Response from Ray Thompson, USAFSS 6910th 50s Group<<<<< 
 

Marvin, I'm delighted to hear from you!  Yeah Google! 
I've tried hard to connect with Hector's family in the past 10 years, but 

have never been able to establish lasting relationship with them, as I had hoped.  
The oldest son, Gene, is colonel in the USAF but I've lost track of him.  Another 
son, Karl, has been working on getting his dad's private notes about Project Blue 
Book published.  I've asked him for permission to publish on our 
USAFSS6910TH Website, http://www.usafss6910th.org but I have never heard 
back from him. I will forward your recollections of Hector to the last e-mail 
address I have for his family. 

Those that worked for him in Landsberg were very fond of him, and I'll 
also send your e-mail to them. Thanks for taking the time to write, Marvin! 
 
RAY M. THOMPSON 
raymackt@comcast.net 
http://www.raymack.com/ 
Richardson, Texas 

      
 
 

The Association has learned of the following losses from caring relatives/friends 
and/or obituaries. We extend our prayers and sympathy to their loved ones. 
Sara B. Allen, Vigilant Partner, Mother of A.A. Jack Allen, FTVA Member  
William “Bill” a. Baker, USAFSS/ESC Vet 
Shirley Alice Bates, wife of Frederick J. Bates, USAF-Ret, FTVA Member 
Charles E. Bibbs, USAFSS/ESC USAF-Ret 
William H. Blakely, USAF-Ret  
Ida Burt, wife of Col Robert Burt, USAF-Ret 
Walter L. Clark, Col, USAF-Ret 
Francis E. (Frank) Delaney, Maj, USAF-Ret 
George Demas, Lt. Col, USAF-Ret 
Verle D. Duffield, CMSgt, USAF-Ret 
Delbert (Del) Fuhrman, Lt Col, USAF-Ret 
Joseph L. Hartle Jr., GS-Civ (Ret) AIA 
Arthur E. Justice, Col, USAF-Ret 
George C. Lynch, Maj. Gen, USAF-Ret 
E. Blake Kothman, GS-Civ (Ret), USAFSS/ESC 
Jim Malone, 2nd RSM Vet 
Dale Patrick Marshall, MSgt, USAF-Ret 
Raphael “Ray” Mathis, 2nd RSM, USAF-Ret 
Richard Dale McFarland, SMSgt, USAF-Ret 
Danny Myer, SSgt, 6910th SG (Augsburg) Vet 
Phillip Bruce Pike, USAF- Ret 
Roger Robinson, Lt Col, USAF-Ret 
Lloyd T. Rothwell Jr, CMSgt, USAF-Ret 
Walter G. Soucy, 2nd RSM Vet 
William M Stephens, CWO 1, USAF-Ret 

    Fallen Eagles 
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George Sykes, B/Gen, USAF-Ret 
Merle J. Vernone, Maj., USAF/GS-Civ (Ret) 
Gabriel T. Weaver, Jr., USAFSS, USAF-Ret 
Richard Weston, 2nd RSM Vet USAFSS 
 
Phillip Bruce Pike, Sr., 67, of La Vernia, Texas, died Friday, April 15, 2005. 
Mr. Pike was born in Columbus, GA on February 10, 1938. He was a member 
of St. Ann's Catholic Church, the American Legion, the VFW, & Disabled 
American Veterans and was retired from the U.S. Air Force. // Obit //Bruce 
was an airborne maintenance technician. // Vern Stump//  
****************************************************************          
Messrs. Dapolito and Sherwood, On behalf of my father, as his last act to 
"Remain In Touch", I must sadly advise you of the passing of Major Merle 
J.Vernone (USAF Ret.). He died at home early Sunday, June 26, 2005. My 
mother, Ann Vernone, his wife of 53 years, was with him at the time. He was 78 
years old. I am sure you both aware of his career in USAFSS (both active duty 
and subsequently in civil service), and his membership in FTVA and the Hall of 

Honor. On behalf of myself and our family, I would greatly 
appreciate your circulating his funeral arrangements, by 
whatever means you may have available, to those among you 
who might wish to join us in honoring him.// Michael J. 
Vernone // Merle Jerome Vernone passed away early Sunday 
morning, June 26, 2005, at age 78. He was born on November 
25, 1926, to Francis J. Vernone and Marie (Sigurdson) 
Vernone in St. James, MN. After graduating high school in St. 
James, he enlisted in the U.S. Navy, serving his country with 

distinction in World War II as a radio operator. At the conclusion of his tour of 
duty, he returned home, enrolling in Gustavus Adolphus College in St. Peter, 
MN, earning his B.A. degree in 3 years. After graduating college in 1950, he 
returned to military service, embarking in a long career with the U.S. Air Force 
Security Service (later the Electronic Security Command and now the Air 
Intelligence Agency). While he enlisted as an Airman, he moved up through the 
non-commissioned ranks, made officer and ultimately retired in 1973 as a Major. 
Merle was frequently decorated throughout his active duty career which spans 
WWII, Korea and Vietnam; among at least 29 medals, awards and ribbons are 
the Bronze Star, the Meritorious Service Medal, and the Air Force 
Commendation Medal, which he earned twice; many of these honors were 
earned in the combat areas of the Pacific Theater during WWII and Vietnam. 
Following a brief 'retirement', Merle again returned to service of his country, 
returning to USAFSS/ESC as a civilian, retiring for good in 1986. He was 
inducted into the USAFSS/ESC/AIA Hall of Honor in 1989, and remained a 
member of the Freedom Through Vigilance Association until his death. Merle 
was a lifelong avid sportsman who particularly enjoyed golf, including 
membership in the SARGA Golfers. Other important interests included history, 
world travel and familial heritage, including membership in the Norwegian 
Heritage Club and the Castro Colonies Heritage Assn. His interest in heritage 
was a natural extension of his greatest love - his family //Obit // 
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**************************************************************** 
I knew SSgt Danny Myer <who I believe was a 292X1> while assigned to the 
6910 Security Group (Augsburg) during the years 1972 and 1974.  We spent 
numerous hours in the "Keller" and the beer tents in the surrounding area.  We 
will miss him. Regards, //Don Edgcomb // 
****************************************************************       

Dale Patrick Marshall, MSgt. USAF (Ret) age 43 passed 
away July 8th, 2005 due to complications following heart 
surgery. He was born in Los Angeles on April 11th, 1962 and 
lived in California and Tennessee before joining the Air Force 
in 1983. While serving in the Air Force he held numerous 
positions of high responsibility inside the DOD and National 
Intelligence communities. Mr. Marshall served overseas in 
England, Germany, and South Korea as well as many locations 
within the U.S. including tours at the National Security 

Agency. He retired in 2004 from Lackland AFB and was currently working as 
the Deputy Chief of Special Technical Operations for the Air Intelligence 
Agency. His awards include: Defense Meritorious Service Medal, Air Force 
Meritorious Service Medal, Joint Service Commendation Medal, Air Force 
Commendation Medal w/oak leaf cluster, Air Force Achievement Medal w/2 oak 
leaf clusters, Air Space Campaign Medal. Mr. Marshall was an accomplished 
softball and tennis player, and was an avid golfer who will be dearly missed by 
his many good friends, golfing buddies, and extended family in and around the 
San Antonio area.  //Obit // 
**************************************************************** 
Retired SMSGT Richard Dale McFarland "Mac" born on October 8, 1946 
went to be with the Lord on June 8, 2005 at the age of 58 years. Mac was a 
dedicated rural letter carrier for the U.S. postal service. // Obit // Dan- Mac 
worked for me in ESC Budget in the mid-1980s. He had also been stationed at 
Misawa & at ESR. // Jim Youngson // 
****************************************************************   

CMSGT Lloyd T. Rothwell Jr., USAF (Retired) passed 
away July 10, 2005 at the age of 72. He retired from the Air 
Force after 28 years of service working as a Security Analyst 
serving in Turkey, England, Germany, Texas, California, 
Maryland and Alaska. // Obit // 

**************************************************************** 
Dap...Today I received a letter from  Mrs Shirley Hartle of Caledonia, MS.,  
informing me of the passing of Lt Col Arthur E. Justice Jr. who resided in the 
retirement center on John D. Ryan Blvd. San Antonio on June 17, 2005 and that 
a Memorial Service will be held in Bethany, MO. at a later date. I wish to state 
that it is with great sadness that WE have lost another GREAT Fallen Eagle.  I 
served under Col J. at Misawa AB, Japan in the early 60's and again when he was 
OIC of SCP at AFSCC and will say that he was the BEST of Commanders that I 
served under in my 27 years in USAFSS.  He epitomized leadership, morale and 
gentlemen ship in the highest degree and he will be dearly missed. Just last 
September, he lost his First Sergeant (MSgt Thomas M. Sellers) whom I consider 
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in the same category as Col J. May they meet once again on the other side. // B.J. 
Cook // 
**************************************************************** 

E. Blake Kothman passed away July 16, 2005, while on an 
RV trip to San Antonio, a frequent destination for the 
Longview resident and his wife, Alberta. Born April 5, 1929 
in Houston, Texas, he graduated from Louisiana State 
University in 1960. As an engineer specializing in 
electronics he helped to build Lady Bird Johnson's television 
station, KLBJ, in Austin in the 1950s. For most of his life he 
worked in defense-related industries at Westinghouse and 
the Electronic Security Command at Kelly Air Force Base. 

He is also survived by many friends, especially in the amateur radio community, 
known to many by his call sign W5ORG. He was a Mason of the 32nd degree at 
Austin Lodge #12.The family requests donations be made to a charity of choice.// 
Obit // DAP; There is an obituary in today's (20 July) paper for "E. Blake 
Kothman."  I worked alongside Blake, as we knew him, for many years as fellow 
engineers.  Blake was one of the "good guys," occasionally a little hard to work 
with, but always with his talents dedicated to the missions of the command. 
//Doug Holden // I worked with Blake on many projects for USAFSS and was 
impressed by his dedication and professional service for the US Air Force. He 
worked on many advanced electronic projects such as the Airborne Rivet Joint 
and the AN/FLR-9 Systems. His outstanding knowledge of Radio 
Communication principles and engineering techniques was a valuable asset in 
accomplishing the USAFSS/ESC mission. Blake is also survived by many 
friends, especially in the amateur radio community, known to many by his 
amateur radio call sign W5ORG. We will long remember Blake. // Clay Laster, 
W5ZPV, Retired USAFSS, 1957-1976 // 

****************************************************************    
Col. Walter L. Clark, beloved husband, father and grandfather went to join our 
Lord on Saturday, July 23, 2005. He was born on January 5, 1937 in Richmond, 
VA to Vern W. & Florence J. Clark who had preceded him in death. Walter was 
an intelligent, kind and loving man. He was a giving person with a great sense of 
humor. He received a Bachelors of Science at Georgia Institute of Technology, 
Atlanta, GA in 1959 and earned his Masters Degree in Engineering at TX Tech. 
University in 1967. Col. Clark entered the U.S. Air Force in 1960 and retired 
after 28 years of service. His tours of duty include: Vietnam (1967-68), 
Missouri, Bitburg, Germany, Randolph AFB, Eielson AFB (Fairbanks, AK), 
Security Service at Kelly AFB, Travis AFB (Fairfield, CA), Carswell AFB (Ft. 
Worth, TX), Westover AFB (Chicopee Falls, MA) and the I G Team for 2 years 



September 2005                                                  Remain In Touch 

 17 

in Europe and Asia. His service medals & ribbons include: the Bronze Star 
Medal, Meritorious Service Medal, Outstanding Unit Award, Organizational 
Excellence Award, National Defense Service Medal, Vietnam Service Medal, 
Overseas Short Tour Ribbon, Overseas Long Tour Ribbon, Small Arms Expert 
Marksmanship Ribbon, Republic of Vietnam Gallantry Cross, Republic of 
Vietnam Campaign Medal and the Legion of Merit. In lieu of flowers, 
contributions may be made to St. David's Episcopal Church or to the charity of 
one's choice. // Obit // 
****************************************************************  

Lt. Col. George Demas (USAF RET), age 87, of San Antonio 
died Saturday, July 23, 2005. Col. Demas was born on September 
27, 1917 and was the son of Katherine Trilivas & Peter Demas of 
Cleveland, OH. He graduated from the University of North 
Carolina, Chapel Hill in 1949. While attending UNC Law School, 
he was the featured vocalist and saxophone player with the Roy 
Cole Orchestra. In 1945, he married Edwina Gilfeather Ryle of 

Charleston, SC. During WWII, he flew 142 combat missions with the 57th 
Bomb Wing, 340th Bomb Grp, 489th Squadron. Recalled to service in 1950, he 
flew combat cargo missions in Korea. Throughout a long military career, he was 
stationed many places including Iraklion AFB, Crete, Greece, and Amarillo 
AFB. He received the Purple Heart, Certificate of Valor, and other decorations 
and medals. After retirement from the Air Force in 1970, he worked at Randolph 
AFB Golf Course and continued to enjoy golf and woodworking.  //Obit //    
****************************************************************
Maj. Gen. George C. Lynch U.S.A.F. (RET.) Major General George Cotchett 
Lynch, U. S. Air Force (Ret.), 74, of Richmond Hill, Georgia, husband of Marie 
Hopkins Lynch, passed away Friday morning, July 1, 2005, at St. Joseph's 
Hospital in Savannah. H e entered the Air Force Reserve in August, 1953, and 
was called to active duty in November, 1953. He was the Outstanding 
Distinguished Graduate of the 1964 Air Command and Staff College class at 
Maxwell Air Force Base, Alabama. General Lynch served as Deputy Chief of 
Staff, Comptroller at Headquarters Air Force Communications Service, 
Richards-Gebaur Air Force Base, Missouri, and at Headquarters Pacific Air 
Forces, Hickam Air Force Base, Hawaii. In 1976, General Lynch became 
Deputy Director of Budget at Air Force headquarters. He transferred to Denver 
in June, 1979, when he was named Assistant Comptroller of the Air Force for 
Accounting and Finance, Commander of the Air Force Accounting and Finance 
Center, and Assistant Director, Defense Security Assistance Agency for Security 
Assistance Accounting. In February, 1982, he was named Commander of the Air 
Force Commissary Service at Kelly Air Force Base, Texas. His military 
decorations and awards include the Distinguished Service Medal, Legion of 
Merit with oak leaf cluster, Meritorious Service Medal, and Air Force 
Commendation Medal with three oak leaf clusters. In 1984, General and Mrs. 
Lynch retired on the banks of the Ogeechee River where, in 1985, General 
Lynch began consulting, primarily with defense contractors. In 1986, he became 
the Senior Management Analyst for Chatham County. He subsequently became 
the county's Central Services Director with responsibility for procurement, 
facilities maintenance/operations, and fleet and records management. In 1998, 
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he assumed concurrent duties as the county's Program Management Director. 
General Lynch retired from Chatham County in January 2002. He received an 
award for Outstanding Support - Project Development from Chatham County for 
his efforts with The Savannah International Trade and Convention Center. He 
was Chairman of the Board of the Matthew Reardon Center, which provides 
therapy and educational services to children with neurological deficiencies. 
General Lynch was a member of the Board of the Coastal Gardens and a 
member of the Richmond Hill Exchange Club. // Obit // Dan, George Lynch 
spent his early days in the AF in USAFSS. I think his first assignment was at 
Shiroi, Japan in the mid-50s. He was at HQ USAFSS in 1960-1961 in 
Management Analysis, and then went to Karamursel as Comptroller. Later he 
was Comptroller of PACAF and Communications Command, then Deputy 
Budget Director for the AF. His last two jobs were as Commander of AFCOMS 
and Commander of the AF Finance Center. //Jim Youngson // DAP; George 
Lynch was a go-getter from the word "GO."  I always enjoyed working with 
him; he was the consummate officer, but never lost the human touch. //Doug 
Holden // 
**************************************************************** 
have the sad task of telling you my very close 2nd RSM buddy Jim Malone died 
on July 3rd.  He attended all the reunions including the last one in San Antonio.  
I'm so grateful we've had these past five gatherings because now I've lost two of 
my good friends and a third is very sick.  Without the reunions I'm sure I'd never 
have seen any of them after our Darmstadt days. //Leigh Lacy // 
**************************************************************** 
Received a note from Raphael (Ray) Mathis wife Kathryn saying that he passed 
away on 5/13/2005.  Ray had retired from the USAF but I don't have any 
information as to how long he served. // Bill Campbell 
**************************************************************** 
William H. Blakely passed away on 28 April 2005.  Wild Bill was a 292X1 
from 1959 until 1973.  He died of cancer in Mesa, Arizona.  He had lived there 
since 1973.  He was stationed in Wakanai, Vietnam, Misawa and Luke AFB.  
He was in Misawa from 1965-1973.  His wife of 30 years, Kayoko, passed on 
Easter 2003.  He was one of the good guys.  He retired in 1979 and worked as 
civilian at Luke until he again retired.  // Barry Ivey // 
****************************************************************  
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Francis E. (Frank) Delaney, USAF, Maj. Ret., 
died peacefully on July 28, 2005. He was born 
on May 9, 1926 in Waterbury, Conn., the son of 
John J. and Alice Murphy Delaney from 
County Laoise, Ireland. Frank was a veteran of 
three wars. He served in WW II with the US 
Army 96th Infantry Division in the Philippine 
Islands and was discharged in 1946 as a Staff 
Sergeant. He graduated from Bradley 
University in Peoria, Illinois. There he met his 
future spouse, Patricia (Pat) Coogan. They 
married two days after their graduation. Frank 
entered the U.S. Air Force as a newly 

commissioned 2nd Lt. in July of 1951 and served at bases in Colorado, 
Newfoundland Canada, Alabama, South Carolina, Georgia, Texas, the 
Philippines (a second tour), Hawaii, and Massachusetts. He served his final nine 
years with the Electronic Security Command (then Security Service) prior to his 
retirement at Kelly AFB in 1970. For the next seventeen years Frank worked at 
the Texas Employment Commission as a Service Representative, retiring in 
1987. Following retirement he was a faithful volunteer with the Saint Vincent de 
Paul (SVDP) Dining Room at the SAMM Shelter, SVDP Catholic Church, 
SVDP Nutrition Center, Knights of Columbus, and was a Eucharistic Minister at 
Wilford Hall Medical Center for 15 years, visiting patients and bringing them 
Holy Communion. He was a life member of the Knights of Columbus, having 
joined the Knights in 1948, and was a member Knights Council 5262. He and 
Pat, both history buffs, traveled extensively throughout the United States and 
visited many National Parks, Monuments, Historic Sites and all of the major 
Revolutionary and Civil War battlefields. In 1979 they traveled to Ireland and 
met his parents' families, a great joy. Their last major trips were in September 
2003 following the Lewis and Clark Trail to the Pacific Ocean and in March 
2004 to Ft. Myers Fla. for Boston Red Sox Spring Training. Frank will be 
remembered as a loving son, brother, husband, father, relative, and friend. He 
was a loyal and caring man who enjoyed his family and friends. In his younger 
years he was an avid golfer and bowler. Frank was also a life-long fan of the 
Boston Red Sox, Boston Celtics, and Green Bay Packers. In lieu of flowers, 
donations may be made to the SVDP Dining Room, 928 Commerce St., San 
Antonio, TX, 78207; Christus Santa Rosa Hospice, 4415 S. Centerview Dr., 
San Antonio, TX, 78229; or a charity of choice. //Obit // Dan: We lost another 
one of the good guys when Frank Delaney recently succumbed to cancer. Frank 
was with USAFSS at the 6925th Scty. Gp., PACSCTYRGN, and in Mass. He 
was my boss in Hawaii in the mid 60s and was a lifelong friend. // Bob Taus// 
****************************************************************
Mr. Campbell, I am writing this to inform you that my Father, Richard Weston, 
passed away this year on May 17th. He would have loved to have gone to the (2nd 
RSM) reunion. If you need anymore information please don't hesitate to contact 
me. //Michele Weston-Edelman/ 
**************************************************************** 
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Bob, please note that my mother, Sara B. Allen, a Silver Partner of FTVA 
passed away on 13 June, this year at the age of 98.  Mom was the widow of Lt. 
Col. Altho A. Allen, USAF Ret.  Col. Allen, a veteran of WWI, WWII and 
Korea, retired from Randolph AFB in 1959.  Mom became a strong supporter of 
USAFSS and related organizations after my family and I were subjected to 
Indian bombing at Peshawar, Pakistan at the same time that she and her husband 
were threatened by a hurricane in New Orleans.  Mom was buried with Dad at Ft. 
Sam Houston National Cemetery. Col Mac: I thank you and the Board for the 
kind words.  Mom lived a long and active life almost up to the end.  As a railroad 
employee in the 20's to secretary to a Congressman in the 50's, Mom was always 
ready to learn and help others.  I think Mom's favorite activity was her time 
volunteering at Wilford Hall.  She was there for 14 years following the death of 
my father and only retired (at 92, by the way) when she could no longer serve an 
entire ward on her shift. A good party was a delight to her and she joined me for 
at least 2 years at the reunions, making friends from complete strangers and 
joining me in a cold beer.  //A. A. Jack Allen// 
**************************************************************** 
MOUNT VERNON — William “Bill” A. Baker, 67, of Mount Vernon passed 
away April 3, 2005, at Ross Heart Hospital. Bill served in the U.S. Air Force as a 
Chinese linguist and aerial topographer. During his service he received his 
education at Yale University. He served in the Vietnam War and had tours in 
Thailand and Japan. He was an avid photographer, received numerous awards in 
archery and loved the game of baseball and golf, especially the “after” 
celebrations.// Obit // Bill Baker was a former AMS. // John Armintrout" 
<johnarmintrout@verizon.net> 
****************************************************************
Another fallen eagle!  I was shocked to receive the attached message from Sam 
Houston today concerning Roger Robinson.  Roger was a good friend and an 
outstanding officer and leader.  Among other assignments in the command, he 
was Jerry Wucher¹s deputy in Berlin from 83-85 then went to Augsburg as the 
commander of the ESC unit there.  He will be sorely missed by many. // Rob 
Crick // It is with great sorrow that I notify you of the death of Lt Col Roger 
Robinson, USAF Retired. Roger died this morning of a massive heart attack. I 
have no further details at this time but will keep you informed. Roger was the 
Deputy Commander of the former 6912 ESG in Berlin. Please keep Roger, 
Thelma, Claudine and Scotty in your prayers. May he rest in peace. Sincerely 
//Sam Houston // 
****************************************************************
Gentlemen, I received a letter from Walter G Soucy's daughter stating that he 
passed away on 3/5/2005 // Bill Campbell // 
****************************************************************  
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B/Gen George K. Sykes, Resident of Air Force Village II 
died Sunday 14 August 2005. As you will recall he was the 
Vice Commander of USAFSS in the 70's .He had a bad 
stroke about 2 or three years ago but seemed to recover 
fairly well, and I talked to him about a week ago and he 
said he was having problems with his balance and just did 
not " feel good “, but I was shocked to learn that he died. I 
first met him in the 60's when I was Commander of the 
6912th SS in Berlin and he was the DCS Intelligence at 
USAFE and he often visited our operations site. We later 
became friends when I was at Crete where he visited and 

then later when I was at the USAFSS HQS and he was the Vice Commander. I 
have had the pleasure of being his friend for the past 5 years at AFV II. He was a 
fine officer and good friend and will be sorely missed by all who knew him. // 
Bob Stark AFVII // ((See Gen Sykes Obit/Bio on pages 25/26 )) 
****************************************************************
Joseph L. Hartle, Jr., age 64, passed away Friday, August 12, 2005, after a 
courageous two-year battle with brain cancer. He was born May 18, 1941, in Oil 
city, PA. Joe was a dedicated Air Force employee with 20 years active duty and 
22 years civilian service, with Air Intelligence Agency and the Intelligence 
Community of the Department of Defense. //Obit /  
**************************************************************** I 
received the following in today's mail regarding the passing of William (Bill) 
Stephens; To Whom It May Concern: I am sorry to inform you that my father 
William M Stephens, (W01 USAF Ret), passed away 2/2/05.  He was a 
member of your organization (2nd RSM), and I found an invitation to your 
reunion to be held 2006 in Washington DC.  I felt it appropriate to inform you of 
his passing as he was proud to be a member of this fine organization and sadly 
many of whom are now deceased.  As an American, (and former military 
member myself), I am not only proud but very thankful for all of those who have 
served this country.  My name is Walter Stephens, I am his son and trustee of his 
estate, if I can be of further help or provide more information I can be contacted 
at: 7900 S. Lennox Ln., Tucson, AZ 85747-9274, Phone (520) 574-2236 Thank 
you, Walter W Stephens, MSgt USAF Ret.// Bill Campbell // 
**************************************************************** 
 Kirk had an e-mail from Col Robert Burt who once worked in HQ USAFSS that 
his spouse Ida died after a lengthy battle with cancer.  Ida was decorated nurse 
from WW II.  Where Colonel Burt resides now I haven't a clue.   When I first 
met him he was working in Hq USAFSS and then came to Iraklion AS Crete 
where he commanded the 6931st SG. // Rick Patrick // 
**************************************************************** 
My husband Gabriel T. Weaver Jr., 72 passed away 5th February this year. He 
was born in Harriman, Tenn. to Gabriel T. Weaver Sr & Mary Ellen Weaver. He 
joined the U S Air force in 1951 and was at Kelly AF Base from Sep 51 to Jun 
52 in Security Service. He went to RAF Chicksands, England from 52 – 54 then 
to RAF Kirknewton, Scotland from 54 - 55.He served in the USAF for 22 years 
and US Post Office for 22 years & 8 years at our local airport. Unfortunately he 
had lung cancer and the chemo and radiation he had for 9 months did not help 
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although he fought it bravely. He was a member of the British Legion and the 
American Legion and the American museum at Duxford, England. He was 
loved by our friends on both sides of the Atlantic and his loving family here. He 
cherished his 7 grandchildren very much and we will miss him. // Agnes M. 
Weaver 1320 Poplar Ave, Murfreesboro, TN 37129 // 
****************************************************************  

Shirley Alice Bates, born on November 17, 1936 
in Freer, Texas went to be with the Lord on 
August 15, 2005 in San Antonio, TX. She was 
raised in San Antonio and was a 1954 graduate of 
Harlandale High School. Shirley worked at San 
Antonio Savings and Loan as a Branch Manager. 
She enjoyed landscaping and homemaking. An 
Air Force wife, she traveled to Taiwan and Japan 
and fell in love with the Oriental fashions and 
crafts. The making of these Oriental crafts became 
her chief hobby until she became too ill to work 
on them. She was a devoted wife and mother who 
was always generous with her time and love. 

Unselfishness, honesty and wisdom were just a few of her attributes. Shirley was 
always willing to listen to anyone who had a problem and somehow knew the 
right thing to say. To know her was to love her. She was never one to complain, 
even when she began to suffer from her disease. She was a great example to all 
and will be dearly missed. // Obit // 
**************************************************************** 
I have the sad duty to pass the word along to his many friends and associates 
who served with him in USAFSS that yesterday CMSgt Duffield, known to 
most of us as "Duffy" passed away after suffering a massive heart attack at his 
Florida residence. Duffy served tours at Chicksands, Zweibrucken, Brindisi, 
Iraklion, Osan, San Antonio and Fort Meade. He is survived by his wife, Angie, 
two sons and a daughter. //Al Gray// This is very sad news indeed, Al.  I had the 
pleasure and  honor of working with Duffy between 1968-71 on Crete, and can 
honestly say I  never enjoyed anyone's company more, nor have I worked with 
anyone who I had  more respect for.  Duffy really ran Ops, as we all know, and 
he was highly tolerant of this "feather merchant" working with his troops, and 
always had comments about our daily report, which he referred to as my "mullet 
wrapper."  He had that rare quality in a CMSgt which demanded respect from 
his subordinates but made them all feel like they could speak with him about 
anything.  All the troops loved him.  For 38 years now, I have always raised a 
beer to toast the memory of 33 Navy personnel and one civilian who were killed 
on this day.  Now, I think Duffy will always come to mind.  // Bob – 
Rlwils55@aol.com / 
**************************************************************** 
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Dap -- FYI, obit in today's Express-News:  Charles Bibbs 
20+ years in USAFSS/ESC as a Morse operator 
(29271/20771) with overseas imbalance AFSC of 702.  Bob 
Sherwood// Charles E. Bibbs, age 66, Retired U.S.A.F., 
passed away Wednesday August 17, 2005. He is survived by 
his wife, Bernice; son Charles Jr.; daughter, Charlayne 
Collins; granddaughter, Latisha; brothers, sisters, step-
mother Eddie Lee Bibbs, nieces, nephews, extended family 
and friends. 
     

 ********************************************************* 
          
SUBJECT:DEATH OF LTC (RETIRED) DELBERT (DEL) FUHRMAN 
 REGRETFULLY, I MUST INFORM YOU OF COLONEL 
FUHRMAN’S DEATH A FEW MONTHS AGO. 
 DEL ENTERED THE AIR FORCE AS A BASIC AIRMAN IN 
AUGUST 1951 AND RETIRED FROM THE SECURITY SERVICE, 
AIRBORNE-ENGINEERING SECTION, IN SEPTEMBER 1971. 
 AFTER AIR FORCE RETIREMENT, WHILE STILL RESIDING IN 
SAN ANTONIO, HE OBTAINED A DEGREE IN ACCOUNTING, AND A 
REAL ESTATE BROKERS LICENSE. HE ALSO TAUGHT MATH, AND 
ULTIMATELY BECAME HEAD OF THE MATH DEPARTMENT AT 
SOUTH SAN HIGH SCHOOL. DURING THIS TIME, HE MADE 
NUMEROUS REAL ESTATE INVESTMENTS IN SAN ANTONIO, AND 
CONTINUED DOING SO AFTER RELOCATING TO LAKE LBJ IN 
KINGSLAND, TEXAS. 
 AFTER MOVING TO KINGSLAND, DEL AND I TRAVELED 
EXTENSIVELY THROUGHOUT THE STATES AND ALSO VISITED 
MANY FOREIGN COUNTRIES. HE SERVED AS STATE TREASURER OF 
THE AMERICAN LEGION FOR TEN YEARS, FOLLOWED BY A YEAR 
AS STATE COMMANDER. AT THE TIME OF HIS DEATH iN AUGUST, 
DEL WAS THE LIASON BETWEEN THE STATE AND NATIONAL 
LEGION ORGANIZATIONS. 
 A GRANDSON SUGGESTED, AND THE FAMILY AGREED, 
THAT HIS HEAD STONE AT FORT SAM SHOULD READ, “A MAN TO 
BE REMEMBERED”. 
BEA FUHRMAN                                    P.S evidently this did not reach      
P.O. BOX 835                                          you when it was mailed in May. 
KINGSLAND, TEXAS  78639        (bfuhrman@tstar.net)     (325) 388-6509 
 
Honorary Fallen Eagles 
 (1) Individuals listed below were listed in the Big Safari Newsletter and 
submitted by BJ Cook.  SMSgt Danner was an FTVA member and also included 
on our FTVA Fallen Eagle Listing. To our knowledge remaining individuals 
never assigned to USAFSS/ESC/AFIC/AIA 
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(2)PO3 Chad Alan Moore, USN. Chad was taken from us on 
August 14, at the age of 24, as the result of an auto accident in San 
Antonio, TX. He attended high school in Puyallup, WA, Delta 
Junction, AK and graduated from Olympia High in Olympia, WA. 
He worked with Washington Conservation Corps for nearly 18 
months before joining the Navy in 2002, with plans to be an interpreter. After 
completing the Basic Spanish Course at Defense Language Institute, along with 
job specific training as a cryptolinguist at Goodfellow AFB in San Angelo, TX, 
Petty Officer Moore was transferred to the Naval Security Group Activity, 
Medina in San Antonio. Upon joining an elite team of linguists, he proved 
himself to be an able leader and became a valuable asset as one of the senior 
operators. Every day, he provided reasons to laugh for his co-workers and 
shipmates. He also was an amazing artist and shared his talent with all who he 
worked with and cared for. (Obit – SA Express News/Jim Eaton) 
 

 BRIG GEN GEORGE K. SYKES (BIO) 
     Brig Gen George K. Sykes, a member of the Freedom Through Vigilance 
Association, passed away on Sunday, August 14, 2005 in his home.  General 
Sykes was born in Philadelphia, PA in 1921.  He graduated from Upper Darby 
High School, Upper Darby PA in 1938, and attended Pennsylvania State 
University until 1939.  He was appointed to the U.S. Military Academy at West 
Point, N.Y., in 1939, and graduated with a Bachelor of Science degree and a 
commission as a second lieutenant in January 1943.  He attended pilot training 
in the southeastern U.S. and received his pilot wings at the advanced flying 
school at Columbus, MS in 1943. 
     During World War II, his first duty assignment, from April to December 
1943, was a P-38 Lightning instructor pilot in Glendale, CA.  Gen. Sykes flew 
49 combat missions over Germany and France in P-38 Lightning and P-51 
Mustang aircraft with the 435th Fighter Squadron, Eighth Air Force.  He was 
shot down in combat, but evaded capture until he made contact with the Allied 
underground.  In June 1946, he returned to the United States and served in the 
Office of the Assistant Chief of Staff for Intelligence, Headquarters U.S. Army 
Air Forces, Washington, D.C.  He entered the University of Pennsylvania as a 
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postgraduate student in industrial management in September 1948, and was 
awarded a master of business administration degree in July 1950. 
     In August 1950 he was assigned to Headquarters Strategic Air Command, 
Offutt Air Force Base, NE as chief, Air Order of Battle and Tactics Branch, and 
later as chief, Operational Intelligence Branch, Air Estimates Division.  His next 
assignment, in February 1953, was at Turner Air Force Base, GA, where he 
served first as deputy commander, and then as assistant director of operations, 
40th Air Division.   In May 1957 he was named commander of the last B-25 
Mitchell bomber training group in the Air Force, at Goodfellow Air Force Base, 
Texas. 
     He was transferred in November 1958 to Maxwell Air Force Base, AL as 
assistant executive officer and later was executive officer of the 3984th School 
Group.  He graduated from the Air War College at Maxwell Air Force Base in 
June 1960, and again was assigned to intelligence duties in Washington, D.C., 
first with Headquarters U.S. Air Force and later with the Defense Intelligence 
Agency.  In June 1963, Gen. Sykes was transferred to Langley Air Force Base, 
VA, and became deputy chief of staff for intelligence, Headquarters Tactical Air 
Command.  He was assigned to Headquarters U.S. Air Forces in Europe in 
March 1966 as assistant deputy chief of staff for intelligence and then was the 
deputy chief of staff for intelligence.  He was transferred to the Republic of 
Vietnam in June 1969 as deputy chief of intelligence, Seventh Air Force, Tan 
Son Nhut Airfield. 
     Gen. Sykes returned to the United States in January 1971 and was assigned 
as vice commander of the U.S. Air Force Security Service, San Antonio, TX.  
His military decorations and awards include the Distinguished Service Medal, 
Legion of Merit, Distinguished Flying Cross, Air Medal with three oak leaf 
clusters, Purple Heart, and the Presidential Unit Citation Emblem.  He retired 
from active duty in 1972.  After a brief stint as a stockbroker, he took up his 
second career at USAA, where he served as president of the investment 
management company.  After retiring from USAA, he went back to work on the 
board of directors of Methodist Hospital, where he served as president for a 
number or years.  After the death of his beloved wife, Katherine, he moved to 
Air Force Village II, where he spent his remaining years living the good life.   
   He is survived by his son, Steve and his brother, Don.    
((Submitted By Grover Jackson)) 
 
 
CMSgt Verle D. Duffield - FTVA Member – In Memoriam 
 
 Colleagues, I wanted to share with all of you who could not attend 
today's memorial service the series of events which so profoundly affected all of 
us who were fortunate enough to attend. 
  We all arrived at the Veteran's Cemetery well in advance of the start 
time of 1000.  Somewhere around 60-plus people showed up, people from all 
generations who were impacted by the life of Duffy, all of whom had nice 
memories of this great man. 
  The Air Force chaplain who officiated, Colonel Harned, was just the 
right person for making us all feel comfortable, and he had just the right things to 
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say to Duffy's wife, Angie, and their three "children."  Angie and Duffy's   
grandchildren were there, and each obtained reassuring pleasantries from the   
chaplain. 
  Once we assembled inside the chapel, an Air Force honor guard arrived 
with the flag which was to be presented to Angie during the ceremony.  Very   
sharp-looking Air Force members, they made one proud to be part of that 
extended family. 
 The chaplain offered a homily, nicely done, and then invited anyone 
from the audience who wished to speak to please do so.  One of Duffy's longtime 
friends, Al Rogers (who could not attend) had his son read to the audience Al’s 
words of how Duffy affected his own career, and in the process created the 
atmosphere for a very long friendship.  It was a very moving moment. 
 Yours truly attempted to have a few words to say, and it was a very 
emotional time for me, I will admit.  Choking over the words, the best I  could do 
was to point out that some wise person has said, "Leadership is doing  the right 
thing when no one is watching," and made the comment that Duffy  exemplified 
that attribute, only he did it one better.  He observed and practiced a modification 
of that statement, "Leadership is doing the right thing especially when no one 
is watching."  I firmly believe that Duffy practiced that in his everyday life.  I, 
for one, observed him doing so.   
 Following our remarks, the chaplain turned again to the Honor Guard, 
who approached the front of the chapel, and unfolded the American flag.  At the 
same time, through the large windows in the front of the chapel appeared a very 
senior man in an Army uniform, plus three military personnel with rifles. 
 The Honor Guard held the unfolded flag over the urn which contained 
Duffy's ashes, and the small table which had a photograph of Duffy when he was 
still in uniform.  The senior Army man then raised his bugle and played Taps.   
That tore the heart out of the audience, because of the coincidence of the  music, 
and the fact that it was a live performance when today much of that  effect is 
recorded and played back only on a CD. 
 The rifle-bearers then fired three volleys to signify a fallen military 
member was being laid to rest. 
 The Honor Guard then refolded the flag, and presented it to Angie.   
There was not a dry eye in the audience.  It was a very emotional time for all of 
us. 
 Following the chaplain-rendition of the Lord's Prayer (requested by 
Angie), we ended the service and filed out to pay respects to the Duffield family. 
 We then retired to the nearby café selected by the family to share stories 
of Duffy's wonderful life. The family had gathered a number of photographs of 
Duffy and his family, grandchildren, and of his collection of friends from him 
military career.  In those photographs I noted a number of folks I hadn’t seen in 
many years.  That was a touch of class, something which I have seen in the 
Duffield family on a consistent basis. 
 I was asked to provide the names and addresses of two people who 
made much of this possible.  The chaplain, whose guidance was extremely 
helpful and his personal touches made a big difference to the family in the 
service he conducted, and CMSgt Andersen, who works with me at NSA, who 
accomplished much of the planning, the arrangements, and the efficiency of all 
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these events. I've listed them below.  If colleagues wish to drop them a short 
email of thanks, I am certain they'd welcome the thought that our extended Air 
Force family is most appreciative of their efforts. Best wishes to all of you! 
 
Best wishes to all of you! 
 
Al Gray 
  
The chaplain: Colonel Harned  
 _mtharne@nsa.gov_ (mailto:mtharne@nsa.gov)  
My Senior Enlisted Leader: CMSgt Scott Andersen _slande2@nsa.gov_ 
(mailto:slande2@nsa.gov) ((ED Note: CMSgt Scott L. Anderson provided a 
link to the Chiefs Group and the fallen Chief tribute to Chief Duffy:  
 
http://www.airforcechiefs.org/FallenChiefs.html )) 

  
 
 
 

FTVA REUNION 2005  
 
The FTVA Reunion in conjunction with the annual AIA activities will be held 
during the week of 20 – 22 October, 2005. Activity dates are: Golf Tournament 
– 20 Oct; Remembrance ceremony & Picnic – 21 Oct HOH Induction 
Ceremony, Annual meeting, & Banquet -22 Oct. Reunion packages have been 
mailed out. If planning to attend, please finalize your plans for the activities you 
plan to attend. 
 
2nd RSM Reunion 2006 
   Former Members of the 2nd Radio Squadron Mobile - Darmstadt, Germany 
from 1949 to 1955, this is just a reminder regarding the upcoming 2006 
Washington DC reunion.  We need to have you make a commitment. The reason 
for this is because we are required to pay the hotel in advance 60 percent of the 
amount we have committed to spend for food and beverages during the reunion.  
So please help and make a decision to attend the reunion.  

2006 Washington DC Reunion Information  
Dates   - Check-in on Thursday 05/04/06, Check-out on Sunday 05/07/06  
Hotel - The Crystal Gateway Marriott, 1700 Jefferson Davis Highway, 
Arlington, VA. The room rate will be $109.00 per night plus tax of 10.25%.  
This room rate will also be available for 2nd RSM attendees for two nights both 
prior to and after the reunion dates.  To obtain these rates you must make your 
reservation on or before April 4, 2006.  The hotel cannot guarantee that rooms 
will be available after April 4, 2006 or at this rate.  Hotel cancellations after this 
date will not be able to be refunded. You can make your hotel reservations now 
by contacting Marriott reservations at 1-800-228-9290 or 1-703-920-3230.  Be 
sure and specify that you are with the 2nd RSM and that the hotel is The Crystal 
Gateway Marriott because there are two other Marriott hotels in the vicinity.  

REUNION INFO 
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Parking - Parking cost will be $7 per day for registered guests, which is reduced 
from their normal charge of $14 per day.  Parking cost for  non registered guests 
will be $16 per day.  
Guest Speaker at the Dinner - Larry Tart has agreed to be the Guest Speaker at 
the Reunion Dinner.  Larry served in the USAFSS for 21 years, retiring in 1977.  
Larry is the co-author of "The Price of Vigilance" which documents the attacks 
on American surveillance aircraft, with special emphasis on the shoot down of 
C-130 #60528 on September 2, 1958. The book also documents the early history 
of the USAF Security Service.  The book can be purchased in national 
bookstores. For further information, contact one of the individuals listed below: 
Bill Campbell - Phone (816) 836-8606 Email - bcamel01@aol.com or  
Bev & Bill Baker    Phone (951)637-2743 - beverlynbill@earthlink.net    
3rd RSM Reunion - Roll Call! 

Attn: 3rd RSMers - It's time to get mobile! 
 This may be our last chance to get together to reminisce over the old days! Lt. 
Colonel Paul Wade current commander of the 381st Intelligence Squadron is 
flying from Elmendorf AFB, AK as our guest speaker. 
(The 381st Intelligence Squadron traces its lineage to the 951st Signal Radio 
Intelligence Company, Aviation, which was activated on July 23, 1942. After 
active participation in the European Theater of World War II and several name 
changes, the unit finally settled at Elmendorf AFB in 1950 and took residence in 
its current facilities by 1954. In May of 1955 the unit was redesignated the 
6981st Radio Group Mobile. The unit became the 381st Intelligence Squadron in 
October 1993). 

He will share what is going on in the world of Intercept! Believe it or 
not ditty dah guys - Yes they are still using Morse Intercept! Of course our 
Commander General John Morrison is hosting us!!!  
When:    October 13th, 14th & 15th, 2005 
Where:   National Cryptologic Museum 
               9900 Colony 7 Rd, Fort Meade, MD  20755 (301)688-5849 
Hotel information: General Morrison has secured a discounted room rate of $ 
79.00 per night for those who will need hotel accommodations attending the 
reunion. Marriott Courtyard Hotel - Courtyard Fort Meade at National Business 
Park , 2700 Hercules Road , Annapolis Junction, Maryland 20701 USA Phone:  
1-301-498-8400  Fax:  1-301-498-8485 Contact: Kevin Murnane at the Marriott 
and tell him you are with "General Morrison's RSM Reunion" 

What's planned? 
October 13th: Meet at the hotel for an evening of renewal with old friendships.  
October 14th: Reunion at the museum with General John E. Morrison (former 
CO 3rd RSM Elmendorf AFB, AK) with Lt. Colonel Paul Wade and all the 3rd 
RSM'ers 1950-1955 that can attend. There will also be a slide show featuring 
photos of your good old days back at Elmendorf AFB. 
October 15th: Trip to Washington, DC - Visit the Air Force Museum & WWII 
Memorial & take time to see the sights you would like to see. 

If you have not confirmed your attendance please do ASAP. Please 
email confirmation to: David Grey dgrey1@verizon.net or call me at (603)826-
3552. Let's go 3rd RSM - it's time to get mobile again! 
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David Grey - PO Box 413 - Charlestown, NH 03603 - (603)826-3552 
 
6937th Reunion 
 Would appreciate if you could post the following on your FTVA site regarding 
our upcoming reunion: 
The 6937th Communications Group - Peshawar Air Station, Peshawar, 
Pakistan will hold its 2nd. Annual Alumni Reunion Sept. 22 - 25, 2005 at the 
Holiday Inn Fairborn, Dayton, OH.  Visit our website for details: 
http://www.6937th.org  Thanks for your help. 
Gary Rutledge - Webmaster, 6937th Website 
Syracuse Russian Class Reunion 
Dap; Syracuse Russian Class 9-4-62 will be holding a reunion here 9 - 12 
Sept. Our home base will be the LaQuinta at I-37 & Commerce.  Of the 79 
graduates, we've located 49 who are still kicking and 10 who are not.  About 27 
of the guys indicated they plan to attend.  Grover Jackson has agreed to provide a 
pitch on the evolution of the Command from USAFSS to AIA.  I also spoke to 
Ron Haygood right after the FTVA Spring Social and he indicated that he could 
probably brief us on what the Agency is currently doing.  Will let you know how 
it turned out. 
 Chuck Purkiss  
 
MONGOLIAN BBQ TAIWAN GET-TOGETHER  
As Don Bundy has already said in the June Newsletter, the BBQ is on 20 Oct 
05, Thursday, around 6 p.m..  He and Dotty Bundy won’t be able to join us.  
Don’s helping to re-finance his new church facilities and will be busy with that.  
He’ll be with us in spirit, raising a soda-pop as we say in Maine. If you need 
details or want to help me let the Ghengis Khan Restaurant know how many to 
expect, call me at (210) 674-2770.  Tell me how many.  You only need to have 
been on Taiwan or enjoy Mongolian BBQ to join us.  I will act as informal host 
in Don’s absence.  The cost is $10.00 per person (all you can eat and includes a 
glass of wine).  Your beer comes extra.  It’s fun!  Please call and join us. 
Hank Connor 
 
 
 
'Dragon Lady' celebrates 50th anniversary 
 By Lanorris Askew - 78th Air Base Wing Public Affairs 
ROBINS AIR FORCE BASE, Ga. (AFPN) -- As people stood by eagerly 
awaiting its arrival, the U-2 "Dragon Lady," queen of the aerial surveillance and 
reconnaissance kingdom, glided onto the runway here Aug. 2 proclaiming the 
beginning of a celebration.  
 Based at Beale Air Force Base, Calif., the U-2 was here as a static 
display in celebration of the aircraft's 50th anniversary.  
 The Warner Robins Air Logistics Center's 330th Command and Control, 
Intelligence, Surveillance, and Reconnaissance Sustainment Group is the system 
support manager for the U-2. The directorate manages the supply function and 
maintains all the parts for the aircraft. The directorate is also responsible for 

USAFSS Histories & Memories 
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managing all contracts and maintenance for sustainment and acquisition of new 
requirements for the aircraft. 
 The eighth production of the U-2 is on display at the Museum of 
Aviation here is. In 1956 it was delivered to the CIA where it was known simply 
as "Article 349." This aircraft was the last of the original U-2s still in service and 
was given to the museum by NASA in 1989. 
 Maj. Shane Johnson, who flew the once top secret aircraft to Robins 
from Palmdale, Calif., said he is happy to be a part of the celebration as well as a 
part of the U-2 program. 
 The major, who has flown the Dragon Lady for three and a half years, 
said although he has been with the program for only a short time, it is a privilege 
to be a part of a program that has been around for so long and has such a rich 
history of contributing to the nation's defense. 
 "I'm very fortunate to fly the airplane and be a part of the program even 
later on in its years," he said. "I'm glad to have followed the tradition of all of the 
men and women who've gone before me in the U-2." 

"The U-2 is a high-altitude tactical strategic reconnaissance aircraft," 
said Maj. Denis Steele, who flew the aircraft back to California. "It can launch 
from long distances and go over other countries and collect information on 
locations that we are looking at." 
 The U-2 made its first flight in August 1955 and has played a vital role 
in every major world conflict since then, providing key decision makers with 
critical intelligence data. 
 The high-flying reconnaissance jet was designed early in the Cold War 
to fly over and photograph military activities in the Soviet Union and other 
communist countries. It has been used by the Air Force, the CIA and NASA. For 
Air Force pilots, it is a plum assignment. 
 "This is one of those career fields where if you get hired you feel pretty 
fortunate," Major Johnson said. "It's a cool program, a cool airplane and a neat 
mission that we do." 
 Cool, but not widely known. He said few people know what they do, or 
can do, because a lot of it is still classified. "It's pretty neat to see the impact the 
U-2 has had with politics and national security in the last 50 years. It started with 
the Cold War and now it's in (Operation) Iraqi Freedom doing its job there," he 
said. 
 That job, which is accomplished at heights once unheard of, is not the 
average trip in an Air Force jet. Pilots wear a pressure suit, which is similar to 
what the shuttle astronauts wear during liftoff, Major Johnson said.  
 "We fly at altitudes above 70,000 feet and the cockpit altitude is about 
30,000. The suits have saved a lot of lives, and although Major Johnson said he 
has not had any close calls of his own, the suit is still a good safety blanket. (feet 
so the suit maintains enough air around your body to keep your blood from 
boiling and keep you conscious," he said. 
 Courtesy of Air Force Materiel Command News Service) 
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    (U2R photo extracted from Airpower magazine September 2005) 
Charlie Sawyer’s Pictures from Turkey  
        7-290-05 
A few pictures from back when 
(1)  1957 Ankara Turkey Det-3 Operations was in the basement of this building 
toward the left end. 
 

 
 
 
(2) 1957 Trabzon Turkey Det 3-1 sits on top of hill, in or near the trees. As I 
remember the building to left of Center was a Masque 
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(3) 1957 Trabzon Det 3-1 Orderly room, radar club, small BX etc. was in the 
white house, on corner toward lower left. 

 
 
(4)   1968 Karamursel Turkey From the ridge across the road. 
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If you can use these for anything? Take Care 
 
Charlie Sawyer 
Early USAF Stripes 
Dan, I don't know if you get the retiree electronic news letter.  Attached is a very 
interesting story. 
 
Buck Buchanan 
 
 Air Force Chief of Staff Gen. 
Hoyt S. Vandenberg approved the idea 
in 1952 with the provision that the 
upturned Airmen's chevron's be issued 
and sold until they had been 
exhausted, the historian said. 
 In 1952, General Vandenberg 
approved a new chevron for airmen 
first, second and third classes. The 
purpose of this change was to increase 
the prestige of the staff, technical and 
master sergeant chevrons. The stripes 
were to change from the angled design 
to horizontal. However, because of the 
supply of chevrons on hand, action 
was delayed until supply had been 
depleted, which happened in March 
1956. 
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 The decision to issue horizontal stripes was resubmitted to Gen. Nathan 
F. Twining, who had become the new Air Force chief of staff. The general 
replied in a short informal memo stating "No change to be made in insignia." 
 "The issue would have died altogether, as all the existing stock and 
remaining orders were destroyed or discarded," Mr. Boyd said. "Some folks in 
clothing issue squirreled away a few sets of these, and they occasionally make 
their way onto the collector's market." 
 After discovering their historical value, Mr. Hughes said he thought it 
would be best to share his finding with others and donated them to the 
museum."The stripes show one of the different transitions our Air Force has 
gone through since inception," he said. "I'm pleasantly surprised something that 
I just thought a curiosity will be shared with all who visit the AMC Museum." 
 Aside from this rare set of stripes, Mr. Hughes has also bought an 
airman second class stripe for $3 from a seller in Ohio and a few other historical 
items currently displayed by the historians office in the 305th AMW 
headquarters building. 
 For a look at the horizontal stripes, go to: 

 http://www.af.mil/news/story.asp?storyID=123010810 
Det 1 Commander - 1st RSM  
 
Last Name:            Nicola 
 First Name:           Bonnie 
 Email:                airstreamlady@peoplepc.com 
 Comments:  My husband, Lt. Allen Nicola, was Detachment Commander of the 
1st Radio Squadron Mobile in 53.  We lived across the way with our 3 children 
1, 2, and 3 years old.  Nic passed away 9 years ago and I have 13 grandchildren 
and 8 great grandchildren! 
((ED Note:  Above passed to Larry Tart for USADSS history contact. /Dap)) 
 
Thanks Dan. I believe I have some limited info on Allen Nicola in my files. As I 
recall, both he and his wife were Russian linguists in the Far East in the early 
1950's.   I tried unsuccessfully a couple of times to contact him a few years ago. 
I may drop her a line. 
Larry Tart 
 
 
 
 

Isaac Vincent Young’s passing 

Wednesday, June 29, 2005  

Hi Dan, 

Sorry to hear about Isaac Vincent Young’s passing (FTV Newsletter, 

June 2005). I first met Isaac in 1947/48 where he was stationed at Goose Bay, 

Labrador. I have a copy of Airways and Air Communications Service (135th 

AACS Squadron) Special Order Number 68, dated 2 June 1948, which list Pfc 

Isaac V Young assigned to HQ 135th AACS Sqdn, Goose Bay as a Radio 

Letters & Bytes 
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Operator, MOS 760. The special order gave his date of enlistment as 6 February 

47.  

I met Isaac when I was sent from Frobisher Bay to Goose Bay for 

medical check-up. We hit it off and when I returned to my unit at Frobisher, 

Isaac also transferred there. He was a very good radio operator. We had three of 

the last good Morse nets in the Air Force (even though we were still wearing the 

Army uniforms in 1947 and 1948). We passed a lot of operational traffic, 

weather traffic, air/ground traffic, and personal messages from remote units 

further north on Baffin Island to Goose Bay. Sorry to hear of his passing….  

 

P.S. Dan, I am sending this e-mail from my office since I don’t have internet at 

home any more. 

George Griffin 
FTVA LIST stuff 
Hello Dere! 
    Just reviewed the latest newsletter. Good work I haven't received a 
membership list with E-mail and/or phone numbers for a long time. Part of the 
reason is that I changed systems and had a couple of melt-downs, plus let my 
membership lapse for a little while.  
    Please ZAP me a copy of the current listing and update my E-mail to 
dr78114@earth-comm.com. 
    Also, have some info for the deceased lists.  
Marv Schultz was our 1st Sgt in Landshut (56-58) and later served at command. 
He was a super 1st Sgt! His wife, Liz was a great leader for the wives too. Never 
allowed any gossip. 
    Gary Steinbaugh ("Teddy Bear") was also at Landshut as a linguist. My wife 
used to work for his mother who ran an Abstract Co. in Lovington, New Mexico. 
    Lee Johnston was at the 6922nd in the late 60's. We were good friends there. 
His wife tore up the San Angelo NCO club a couple of times in his prior 
assignment there. He was a very smart man and ended up as a civilian big shot in 
the real world! 
    Dick Gorman was chief of SCP-5 (201XO) shop about '63-5. He came to our 
house one night to talk to a lady from Kiev who was the mother of a neighbor’s 
friend who arrived with a set of stainless steel teeth and could not read or write. 
Her daughter had recently been the national champion Kirby salesman! I know 
you can't use all of this, but it's interesting. 
    TSgt Henry Mollenauer was the husband of Marcy M. a cryppie in SCP-5, and 
my boss at the time. Regards, 
Dale Rolland 
((Ed Note: Above info forwarded to Kirk Carpenter for Fallen Eagle Web update. /Dap)) 
 
Fallen Eagle Victor Chatlos – June Newsletter, Pg 31 
 
Dan, 
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  Info from Mike Miller sounds just about right.  My last contact with 
Chat was around 1998 or so and he was still living in Palm Bay with his lovely 
wife Chieko.  He was my 202 mentor on Delta flight in Misawa.  He taught me 
everything about reporting and gave me the chance to excel.  I worked side-by-
side with him for almost three years in the early 70's, along with Joe Curran and 
the "Caz".  Sorry to hear about his death.  I wondered why I lost contact.  From 
what I remembered, he also had an assignment in Pakistan either before or after 
he signed up for the 2T promotion program in the 60's.  He served as senior 
reporter on Dog Flight at Misawa as long as I was there.  We had some good 
times with his wife, dog, goldfish and that little Honda two-seater sports car.  I 
can probably scrape up a photo if you would like one.  Regards,    
 
Keith Hyland, USAFSS, ESC 1971-1993. 
 
FTVA Sign In – 6924th 
Last Name:            Swett-West 
First Name:           Jennifer 
Email:                kermitjenn@yahoo.com 
Comments: I'm looking for anyone who may have known my grandfather Jerry 
T. Swett, his last assignment was with the 6924th Security Squadron in Udorn, 
Thailand. 
((ED Note: message was sent to Mike Gilkerson See comments below/Dap)) 
Hi Dan....Here's some feedback on the item sent to us trying to help Jennifer 
Swett-West.  She asked if she could get a copy of the Newsletter that contained 
this information too.  If you can send her one directly it would be helpful.  Her 
address is: Jennifer M. West, 3744 Flora Dr., North Highlands, CA  95660 If 
that's not workable, I can mail her our 6924th Heritage Assn (Bronze Partner) 
copy to her.... let me know please. GIL 
>>>>>>>>>>>>>> 
 Jennifer responded to some questions from me with this: Thank you so 
much for responding, I actually had my doubts on finding anything. I do want 
to tell you the Foreign Service my grandfather Jerry T. Swett accomplished.   
From 1958-1959 he was in Morocco, 1963-1966 he was in Germany, 1967-
1968 the Philippines, from 1970-1971 then at some point, he returned to 
Thailand until his death by accidental electrocution in 1975, he was in Udorn, 
Thailand.  
  Terry Kearney then posted this on the website:  For several years, we've 
been getting stories of the accidental electrocution of the new 6924th First 
Sergeant at a pool party in Udorn.  This apparently happened within a couple of 
days of his arrival at Ramasun in 1975.  However, to date, no one has been able 
to provide us the name and rank of the individual.  I think Jennifer Swett-West, 
Jerry T. Swett's granddaughter, may have solved this long-standing squadron 
mystery.  As you'll note in Gil's posting, Jennifer states that Jerry Swett was 
"accidentally electrocuted" at Udorn in 1975. 
  The 6924th Heritage Association mailed a Remembrance package to 
Jennifer on 10 August 05.  The following recount of events was included for her 
and the family. 

The Loss of a Tiger 
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 From time immemorial, military units have celebrated the arrival of 
newly assigned personnel and the departure of old friends. This was -- and is -- 
particularly true for units in or close to a combat zone. In 1975, the 6924th 
Security Squadron (6924SS) was no exception. 
 The 6924SS, an intelligence collection squadron of U.S. Air Force 
Security Service had a long history in Southeast Asia. From 1961 to 1971, it 
had operated at Da Nang Air Base and Monkey Mountain in South Viet Nam. 
When North Vietnamese Army units began infiltrating into the Quang Nam 
and Quang Ngai Provinces, and launched regular attacks on Da Nang AB, the 
unit relocated to the U.S. Army's Ramasun Station, 10 miles south of Udorn 
(Udon Thani), Thailand.   By 1975, the 6924SS was one of the longest-tenured 
U.S. units in Southeast Asia. 

With a changeover of personnel scheduled in late-Summer, 1975, the 
squadron planned a "Hail and Farewell" party. The event was held Saturday 
evening, 23 August, at the swimming pool of the Siri Udorn Hotel in downtown 
Udorn. Both the outgoing and incoming First Sergeants were in attendance: 
MSgt Frank R. Smith, due to leave in two days, and newly-arrived MSgt Jerry 
T. Swett, respectively. The hotel accommodated the party by setting up a dinner 
buffet at poolside, with tables alongside the pool. The following is a description 
of events as they occurred during the evening. 

MSgts Smith and Swett arrived at the hotel during the day and 
intended to stay the night after the party. The buffet serving line was set up at 
one end of the pool, and the tables were arranged in a line along the side. Two 
large floor fans were positioned   at each corner of the long line of tables. 

Once people began to go through the buffet line, the First Sergeant 
and MSgt Swett arrived and swam in the pool for awhile. When they got out of 
the pool, the First Sergeant began introducing the unit personnel to MSgt 
Swett as they came through the buffet line. MSgt Swett then went to meet other 
members who were already seated at the tables. When he came to the end of 
the row of tables, he passed by one of the large fans on the side. His feet, still 
wet from swimming, slipped from under him and he fell. As he fell, he 
automatically reached out and his hands caught the fan cage. The entire fan 
came down on top of him.  The fan's electrical cord reached halfway down the 
row of tables, but it took only a few seconds to unplug it. Despite the efforts of 
the men to resuscitate MSgt Swett, it was to no avail. He had died instantly. 

The Udorn Air Base Medical Emergency Team was summoned and 
took MSgt Swett's body to the Base Hospital. The departing First Sergeant, 
MSgt Frank R. Smith, was the official USAF witness to MSgt Swett's death. 

If anything positive came from this unfortunate accident, it is the fact 
that the large fan, which was at the edge of the swimming pool, did not fall into 
the pool -  where some 15 or more squadron members were swimming at the 
time. 

MSgt Jerry T. Swett's remains were returned to the United States. He 
is buried alongside his wife, Opal Lee Long, at Earlington Cemetery, in 
Earlington, KY.  Rest in Peace, Fallen Tiger... 
  Also in our communications with Jennifer, we learned that the official 
AF witness to this death was the departing 1st Sergeant, MSgt Frank R. Smith 
(74-76) -- also a name we've been looking for a couple of years.  Sad to say 
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we've now determined that MSgt Frank R. Smith is also a Fallen Tiger.  Frank 
was a USAFSS guy -- an R20270 -- and may have filled-in as 1st Shirt when 
MSgt Jerry Swett was killed.   
  THANKS to the FTVA and all those Tigers providing feedback for this 
project and to Jennifer Swett-West for all her inputs and helpful information to us 
as well.  Our best regards to Jennifer and all her family.    
Mike Gilkerson  
 
Request For Information 

Ray, My father, Joseph W. Sheridan, (since deceased) served in the 
6910th Radio Group Mobile, Darmstadt, Germany from 5/15/61 - 6/13/63.  Basic 
Training was at Lackland AFB.  He took training courses at Keesler AFB and 
was a Morse Intcp Opr.  Searching the internet to locate information I came 
across your website for the 6910th 50's.  My father has passed away and I am 
very interested in learning more about his military career and also to obtain any 
decorations that he may have received, be it awards, medals, badges, patches, etc. 
to display in a display case recognizing his military service. 
 Would you be able to help me?  I noticed on your website the 6910th 
unit badge "Freedom Through Vigilance".  Would my father had worn this on his 
uniform?  And if so, do you know where I would be able to purchase one? Can 
you also tell me what other badges he might have had on his uniform? 
 I have very little of his belongings as he was unable to hold onto them 
and have no pictures of when he served.  I do have a rank badge.  It appears that 
it is a Senior Airman patch, however, his DD Form 214 lists his rank as A1C.  
Could you explain? 
 If you have any knowledge that could help me out with these questions 
or if you have any information as to who I could contact, I would greatly 
appreciate it. Thanks for your help. 
 
Scott Sheridan (SSheridan@trustmark.com) 
>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>Response<<<<<<<<<<<<< 
Scott, I'm not able to give your message the attention it deserves because of the 
illness of my wife.  However, I'm forwarding it to several sources that may be 
able to help and may contact you.  We enjoy trying to find info for kids and 
grandkids of or buddies from the USAFSS! 
 
RAY M. THOMPSON 
raymackt@comcast.net 
http://www.raymack.com/ 
Richardson, Texas 
((Ed Note: message forwarded to Red Barthell .His response published below. //Dap)) 
 
Hi Scott, 
 I received a copy of your email to Ray Thompson through Dan 
Dapolito.  I am one of the assistant site administrators for the 6910th Myfamily 
site.    
 First of all, I do have your father's name on a list of personnel who 
served at Darmstadt and we do show him as not located.  I am sorry to hear of his 
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passing and I will do what ever I can to help you locate information about him.  
On the list I have, there is a reference to two (2) sets of Special Orders dated in 
1961 so I have asked the group if anyone has copies of them so we can check 
what they were for. 
 Next, since your father served at Darmstadt, I am extending an 
invitation to you to join us on the Myfamily website for the units that were 
stationed at Darmstadt.  I have already made a post on the site that you are 
looking for information and hopefully one of your dad's old buddies will 
recognize the name.    If you would like to visit the site, let me know and I will 
initiate an invite to you from the site.  You will receive an email that will include 
a user name and password which you need to access the site. 
 Since you mentioned your father had his training at Keesler AFB, I will 
assume that he was a Morse Intercept Operator.  If you would like more 
information about what your father did, contact me and I will try to enlighten 
you.  I put together a little document called "The Darmstadt Story" mainly for 
those who served at Darmstadt so they can pass on to family and friends what we 
did accomplish during our time there.  The document is available on the site to be 
downloaded.  I will stop for now and wait to hear back from you. 
Merritt "Red" Barthel 
Asst Site Administrator  
6910th Darmstadt to Augsburg Site 
 
FTVA Sign In - Osan 
 
Last Name:            Lawrence 
First Name:           Gary 
Email:                glawrence@indy.rr.com 
 
Comments: Chinese Linguist at Osan AFB, '62-'63, flew "Blue Sky" missions, 
would love to "catch-up" with old buddies, Ernie Null, Tom Stewart  Bob Znoj 
and anyone else who might remember me! 
 
FTVA Sign In - Linko 
 
Last Name:            Liston 
First Name:           Lee 
Email:                leeliston@yahoo.com 
 
Comments: Looking for Sgt Sera or Cera at Linkou 1958 to 1960, I was a 
photographer, he was my boss. He also ran the NCO club at the station.  
 
 
FTVA Website Kudos 
 
Last Name:            Reasor 
First Name:           Chuck 
Email:                c4r2@charter.net 
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Comments: Great site.  Great description of our activities.  I was in the 37RSM in 
53-54 and the 6934th thru 55.  Worked in USAFSS Liaison with NSA in 56.  
Again, this recognition is well deserved by a great bunch of people. 
 
 
FTVA Comment for Arthur Negrete 
 
Hey Arthur, I was on Baker flight at the 6921st in 65-67.  Worked mostly on 
Super 2 for "Guppy” Dolan.  Like you I ran the Alley a lot.  Went 2-T to 
Shulinkou Taiwan after Misawa.  Now live in Texas and just retired in 
December 2004 from the Veteran's Administration.  I see a few of the old trick 2 
guys a couple of times a year.  Like J.J. Pitzeruse, Ron Marcoullier and Larry 
Huigens.  Hope you get this.  We have a Misawa website on MyFamily.com 
with our entry portal at http://www.usafssmisawa.com  Just shoot off an e-mail 
to that link and one of the administrators will hook you up with the stuff to get 
on the My Family site.  Lots of folks I'm sure you'll remember are already there 
and we have reunion at least once a year. Gotta run, 
 
Charlie Millsap 
292 ditty chaser  
Misawa 65-67 
 
Potential new member 
 
Dap, After Ted Lynn's article appeared in the latest FTVA  June Newsletter (in 
response to Verdell Pitts query about Vietnam and agent orange, on page 34)I 
made contact with him and found out he was not a member of the FTVA., even 
though he served part of his Air Force career in the USAFSS/ESC. He was just 
tuned into our Web. Anyway, after an exchange of emails with him he has 
informed me that he will be signing on with the FTVA.  
 
So, you should be hearing from him shortly. If not, let me know and I'll get back 
with him.  
Don Ritter 
 
FTVA Sign In – 6912th ESG 
Last Name:            Bellini 
First Name:           Joe 
Email:                joseph.bellini@barksdale.af.mil 
Comments: Member of 6912 ESG Berlin GE. 1984 - 1987. Best time of my life.  
I went back in 2000 to look at Marianfeld but it was gone.  Too bad. 
 
Crete Web site 
Don't know how you can do it - but this is the site of Iraklion Air Station (past 
and now present).  If former IAS members will click on "see our pictures" and 
scroll down to Main Gate, IAS, it shows you what a travesty it was to relinquish 
this base and turn it back over to the Greeks (my opinion). This was a showplace 
for USAFSS ---- 
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Rick   (Richard Patrick) 
http://crete.sccomm.com <http://crete.sccomm.com>  
 
FTVA Sign In – St Lawrence Island & Kudos 
Last Name:            McHale 
First Name:           Joe 
Email:                DittyBopperME@AOL.COM 
Comments: 6980th NEC AFS St Lawrence Island 1964/1965, then King Salmon 
followed by AFRN Elmendorf.  Disabled retired at Clearwater FL.  Anyone there 
1964 through 1967?  DittyBopperME@AOL.COM 
 
This is a GREAT service to many vets.  Now retired disabled, one is amazed how 
difficult it can be to find people with similar experiences.  I spent 14+ years 
active USAF then quit (dumb, dumb, dumb).  Picked up PTSD along the way and 
didn't discover it until 2003 after learning I also have Multiple Sclerosis (MS).  
I'm fighting a VA claim for service-connected, which I believe is well 
documented (according to others who viewed the package).  I survive through 
fond and proud memories that trump the other memories.  THANK YOU!  
 Joe McHale 
 
FTVA Sign In – 6993rd 
 
Last Name:            Davis 
First Name:           Jim 
Email:                adsbyjimmyd@aol.com 
 
Comments: I was stationed at the 6993rd from May of 69 until my discharge in 
September of 1970. I worked on Able Flight and drove a Red 68 Volkswagen. 
My runnin' buddies were Ron Nicely, John Roberson, Richard Bedgood and 
others. I use to frequent the Town Pump, Crystal Pistol and the Rabbit Habbit. 
We use to go to Padre Island camping and more than a few trips to Laredo. If you 
were stationed at the 93rd at time I'd love to hear from you. 
 
 Jim Davis........Hotlanta, Ga. 
 
FTVA Sign In - JSPC 
 
Last Name:            Coll 
First Name:           Ed 
Email:                ed.coll@prodigy.net 
Comments: I was a "202" at JSPC from 10/67 thru 4/69 and was on duty during 
the "Tet Offensive" & "The Pueblo Incident". The work was interesting and I can 
remember taking the bus from Kadena to Onna Point for the "mid shifts". The 
driver's name was "Louie" and I always wondered how he was able to get a 
license. He used to "grind" the gears all the time when he was driving. It was 
tough keeping your eyes open after being out in "the ville" before your shift 
started. If any of my "flight members" happen to read this message, I would be 



Remain In Touch                                                         September 2005                                            

 42 

happy to hear from them. It's hard to believe that this all occurred almost 40 
years ago.... Best regards, ED COLL 
136th CSS Website 
FYI: Received the following from Bob Spiwak and am passing it on in case any 
of you did not receive it.  Bob has added some nice things to his website, and if 
you are a history buff, there are some great pages he acquired from Kalani   
O'Sullivan.  Give it a look at the site he mentioned, or click on the one I have 
added.  Site is easy to navigate and should be of special interest to the guys who 
served in Japan and Korea, but also informative to those who served elsewhere. 
Tony Lemons 
 
 Hi, I have some new photos and information on Osan-ni, K55 to my website. 
Take a look at: 
http://home.att.net/wsb-cgi 
bin/ssi.cgi?PWPTool=HTMLView&State=False&wsbID=201 
34&GroupID=15507&Owner=carol-bob&SiteID=465023 
Bob Spiwak  
(Try this short cut) 
_http://carol-bob.home.att.net/wsb/html/view.cgi-home.html-.html_  
(http://carol-bob.home.att.net/wsb/html/view.cgi-home.html-.html)  
  
USAFSS Web Site Family 
I just brought up a new web site designed to let USAFSS members present 
articles related to their service years, 1953-1979 in USAFSS.  The domain is:  
http://VIVAUSAFSS.org If possible, would like to join the USAFSS Web Ring.  
Please advise.  Thanks. 
 Don Lehmann 
1377 County Road 676 
Dayton, TX 77535 
PH:  (936) 258-4738 
E-mail:  CTFARM@EV1.NET 
>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>Response<<<<<<<<<<<<<<< 
We do not run the USAFSS Ring, it is run by http://www.usafss.org, and there is 
a link on that page to join the ring. 
 Bob Baert, 
FTVA Membership Chairman 
membership@ftva.org  
 
Chuck Capps – 6915th RSM 
 
Hi Ron (Fandrick), 
    I think we met years ago but perhaps not.  My name was Peg Newman and I 
married - later divorced - Chuck Capps who was in this group.  In fact we met in 
Syracuse and I flew to Hof for our marriage.  
     I know that Chuck has kept up with the Hof group.  He recently asked me for 
copies of a lot of the pictures we took in Hof.  I wanted to notify someone that he 
is presently in the ICY Unit of the VA hospital in Memphis and not doing well.  
Some of our children are now there. I'm not sure who he was emailing.  I'm quite 
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sure he told me Ralph Christianson and perhaps Tom Gillease but don't see them 
on your email list. I'm hoping you know who should be told or whether there is a 
message board on your site where members can post this.  
    Thanks for your help.  Your web site has brought back a lot of good memories. 
I'm going to suggest that my children look at it. 
      
 Peg Capps Newman (Celt9@aol.com)  
 1150 Devereaux Avenue 
 Philadelphia, PA 19111 
 (215) 289-7114 
>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>Response<<<<<<<<<<<<<<<<< 
Dear Peg, 
  

Your name does sound familiar. When was Chuck at Syracuse? You 
mentioned the Hof group. Is that an abbreviation for a town in Germany? 
  We have a Website for all of the Security Service Air Force Personnel 
that were stationed at Bremerhaven, Germany from 1951-1968: www.6913th.org 
  I forwarded a copy of your E-mail to Arlen Trapp who is very 
knowledgeable about everyone stationed at Bremerhaven over the years, and 
asked him to check for Chuck's name. 
  Thanks for sharing your information, and I hope he will be OK at the 
VA hospital in Memphis. Have a great weekend! 
  
RON FANDRICK [Ron.Fandrick@verizon.net]  
 
>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>Arlen Trapp Response<<<<<<<<<<<<<<<<<<<< 
 
Dear Peg, 
  The 6915th Radio Squadron Mobile (RSM) is the name of the Air Force 
unit that was located at Hof, Germany.  It was a unit very much like ours, but 
totally independent of our operations.  I did a quick search of Websites created 
for units like ours.  I could not find one for the one located at Hof, Germany. 
  We have about 4,350 names on the roster for our unit, the 6913th RSM.  
Chuck Capps, Ralph Christianson, and Tom Gillease do not appear on our roster. 
They almost certainly did not serve at our unit in Bremerhaven.   
  I have read in the past that the 6915th RSM (the unit at Hof, Germany) 
has had reunions in the past.  In fact I know at least one person who has attended 
them (his name is Donn Koenig, who also graduated from the Russian course 
taught at Syracuse Univ).   
  I will include Dan Dapolito as a Cc addressee on this message.  Perhaps 
he may know a way to contact others who might know Chuck Capps.  Dap is the 
editor of the Newsletter published by the Freedom Through Vigilance 
Association, the premier retiree organization for former members of USAFSS.I 
wish you well, Peg.  And, we wish Chuck all the best; we pray his health will 
improve. Warm Regards, 
Arlen Trapp 
 220 German Hill Rd, Shohola, PA 18458  - E-Mail Address:   arlen@ptd.net 
 >>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>Donn Koenig Response<<<<<<<<<<<<<< 
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 All, The Hof organizations, 6915th RSM, 602nd AC&W, and other 
small Hof organizations that I cannot remember, indeed do have a website, 
cleverly  disguised under the name  
_www.hofreunion.com_ (http://www.hofreunion.com).  
 It has a roster of over 3000 that served there. The roster does list Ralph 
Christianson and Tom Gillease, but the only Capps listed is William F. Capps. 
Full personal information (telephone, address, E-mail) is available only to 
members of the organization.  
  The organization puts out a weekly E-mail newsletter with information 
that would be of interest to people that served at Hof. Peg, it includes 
information that you would like to get out about Chuck. The newsletter editor is 
Jerry Mangas and he can be reached at: 
_hofreunion@fast.net_ (mailto:hofreunion@fast.net).   
 Just send him an E-mail with the info you want included and he will 
put it in the next edition. Make sure you include information on how to contact 
Chuck so that anyone that knew him can contact him.  
  
Donn Koenig -303 Newfield Rd. - Glen Burnie, MD    
  
6914th RSM 
Last Name:            Cloyd 
First Name:           Rory  
Email:                rorycloyd@msn.com 
Comments: I am looking for members of the 6914th Radio Squadron USAFSS 
serving in Germany in 1956. If your name is Frank or you remember him or 
Larry Serie, Link Person, Francis R Schwartz, Mac Gowen, Captain Mathis, or 
Berney or if you knew Cecile Drinkall please contact me.  I may have something 
of interest for you. My mother passed away and in looking through some 
personal belongings I came across some pictures that are very fascinating.  I 
would love to get copies to you if you are interested and would also like to find 
"Frank". 
 
FTVA Sign In – Udorn Thailand 
Last Name:            WILLIAMS 
First Name:           NORMAN HOUSTON 
Email:                glenda1314@aol.com 
 
Comments: I WAS STATIONED IN UDORN THAILAND BETWEEN 1967 
1968; I AM TRYING TO FIND ANYONE THAT WOULD VOUCH FOR ME 
TRAVELING TO VIET NAM. I WENT TO TON SON UT, PLY KU, 
CAMERON BAY. I WORKED WITH AIR AMERICA 

Looking for airborne Linguists 

I'm trying to locate other airborne linguist who were stationed at Offutt AFB.I 

was there in 1968 and 1969 as a Russian linguist in the 6949th Security 

Squadron. We were there when they were starting up with the RC135's replacing 

the RB47's. Would you add this inquiry to the Newsletter if possible? Thanks 
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Glenn Finley, Sgt – “glennfinley@hotmail.com” 

 
FTVA Sign In – Looking for old pals 
 
Last Name:            Sequest 
First Name:           Richard 
Email:                richsequest@yahoo.com 
 
Comments: Looking for old pals during my stint in the AF:  Lackland (1965); 
Keesler (1965); Kelly (1966); Non Soong (1967); Shu Lin Kou (1968).   
 
Looking for Info 
 
Last Name:            Becker 
First Name:           Shari 
Email:                shair12005@sbcglobal.net 
Comments:       To Alan Fox- 
  I am looking for anyone who may have known a man named Donald 
Ray Becker, he was my husband’s father and was a member of the 6912th ESG 
in Berlin, and my husband has searched for someone who can tell him what his 
father did. He was unfortunately not close to his dad up until 2 weeks before he 
died. If you can help me anything you could do would be so much appreciated. I 
have wanted to help my husband be able to have some kind of closure, but up to 
this point my search has brought nothing. Thank you for your time. 
 
Regards, 
Shari Becker 
  
6900th Security Wing  

Whatever happened to the 6900th Security Wing, Frankfort, Germany? 
In October, 1953, a number of us in the 6910th at Landsberg were assigned to 
the 6900th which moved to Frankfort in March of 1954.  Col Clark was our 
Commander and Col Evans our Chief of Staff.  I lost track of the work of our 
great outfit as I left the Air Force when my four years expired in late 1955.  
Some of the names I remember were Lt Col Noel OE Lathan, Dmitri 
Evdokimoff, Morris Johnson, Loren Stoddard (our pilot on the many site 
surveys we made including Pakistan), Bob Campbell, Andy Pulliam, Pete 
Bennett, WC "Chuck" Arnett (who recently passed on) and many more.  I see 
where there are two names on the membership list that ring a bell, Ray Pahutka, 
who was initially assigned to the Wing and Bob Paddi who was my replacement 
when I left for the states.  Bob and I had a little reunion at his place in   Chicago 
with his "Auntie Mame" many years later.  I would  sure like to know of any 
info some may have of the 6900th and especially of Colonel Evans and Capt 
Pulliam whom I owe much to in my days in Germany.  I remember Col Evans 
wife, Connie, died early on while back in the states after two children, Judy and 
Philip Jr. Connie had a brother, Bob, who was stationed in Alaska at one time.  
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Then Capt Pulliam, was transferred to Wheelus and I heard he passed on.  Any 
info about these two or others would be appreciated.  The Security Service was 
one of the best experiences of my life and will always be with me along with the 
truly super officers and enlisted I worked with.  Gordon Wicklund,  
N1150 Shore Drive, Marinette, Wi 54143.    
Email -   twospartans2@hotmail.com 
 
FTVA Sign In – 6925th 
Last Name:            Quinn 
First Name:           Doug 
Email:                agesage@verizon.net 
 
Comments: 
6925th at Clark AFB, Philippines, 1964-1965, 292X2, A flight.  At Goodfellow 
in 63-64, Keesler in 63. Would love to hear from someone about experiences at 
Clark. 
           COME AND SEE US IN OCTOBER. Y’ALL 

 
 

                FREEDOM THROUGH VIGILANCE ASSOCIATION 
P. O. Box 691616 

San Antonio, TX 782269-1616 
VIGILANT PARTNERS 2005 
   GOLD PARTNERS 

     L-3 Communications (Greenville) 
                 Security Service Federal Credit Union   

  Prop Wash Gang    
        Computer Science Corporation 

SAIC   
      Air Force Federal Credit Union 
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   Gary D. Belcher – First Comm, Inc. 
 Sierra Nevada Corporation  
SILVER PARTNERS 

Freedom Through Vigilance Association   
   Doyle Larson  

“Picnic Partners”                 
Grover Jackson 

     Arrowhead Electric Service, Inc. 
       RUSS-ENG Translations Inc. 

        Sara B. Allen 
BRONZE PARTNERS 

     Lockheed Martin Corporation   
 Bd Systems, Inc. Centurion Group 

Bob Cope 
         Donald Bundy    
     Fisher House, Inc.    
Jerry McKenna – Sculptor   
     Grover McMakin    
6924th Heritage Association   
          CACI, Inc.   
To The Penny Tax Services 
PATRON PARTNERS 

         Command Technologies, Inc. 
        Daniel Cooler 
     Francis Sabourin     
  John H. (Jack) Riedel 
  Stanfield Systems, Inc.    

 King’s Dart Lounge, Inc.   
       Okey’s Antiques and Collectables  

William F. (Bill) Sheck 
        Chris Cook 

 
 
Current as of 24 May 2005 
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