December 2005 Remain In Touch

President’s Corner

Dear FTVA Members,

Our association enjoyed
weekend of events in
beautiful, allowing us to
that combined remembrance,
camaraderie. This year's
the SENSOR OLYMPICS competition, which allowed
"alumni" of the command to meet and get to know
current and future leaders of the Air Intelligence Agency.

For the first time, the reunion golf tournament took place on the
Alsatian Golf course in Castroville. The tournament was a great success with
outstanding support from the course management and a lot of hard work by
Joe Hurst. Everyone enjoyed the golf and the barbeque at the club house after
the tournament. Joe will be working with the Alsatian Course management to
plan next year’s tournament over the next several months.

The remembrance ceremony held at the EC-47 memorial in front of
AIA headquarters provided everyone who attended a chance to reflect on past
events and associations with colleagues present and absent. The Director of
Operations Colonel Ronald Haygood, filling in for the AIA Commander Major
General Craig Koziol, delivered a moving address on the importance of the
command's mission, the dedication of its people, and the need to preserve a
sense of heritage that connects our past with current operations. Colonel
Haygood presented a plaque to the parents of TSgt Rocco Lastes who was
killed over Albania defending our nation. The ceremony included a great
performance by the Alzafar Shrine Highlander Bagpipe Band and an F-16
flyover. As has become the custom, FTVA members called out the names of
fallen eagles, who died during the past year, followed by a 21-gun salute fired
by the AIA Honor Guard. The association very much appreciates the
cooperation and efforts by the command staff to make this and all anniversary
events a success.

The picnic that followed the remembrance ceremony was a fun event
for the several hundred who attended. As has been the case for so many years
Grover McMakin, with the able assistance of A.J Harrison, was the driving
force behind making the afternoon so enjoyable. A combined FTVA-AIA
team had re-furbished the dozen or so booths used to provide food and drink to
picnickers, and the booths look good for a few more years of service. The
membership table had a beefed-up staff and did its usual brisk business in
signing up members for another year and selling command-related mementos.

Saturday's events began with the Hall of Honor induction ceremony
that added four distinguished members (CMSgt Susan D. Douglas, CMSgt
Danny 1. Prichard, CMSgt Samuel W. Watson, and MSgt Segundo Espinoza,
Jr) to its roll. Next, Major General Koziol provided an update on the
command's organization and operation. These annual updates provide an

another annual reunion
October. The weather was
complete a set of activities
recognition, recreation and
reunion took place during
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outstanding linkage between how things worked in the past and the evolving
command mission and tools in use today. We are deeply indebted to Major
General Koziol and his staff for the time and care that are expended in
preparing these presentations. Following the command presentation, a brief
FTVA business meeting announced the election of new officers and concluded
with reports from several association officers.

The AIA anniversary banquet held on Saturday evening at the
Lackland Gateway Club was enjoyed by the nearly 260 people who attended.
In his after-dinner speech, Major General Glenn D. Shaffer, former Director of
Intelligence, Joint Staff addressed recent changes in the national intelligence
community. He did an outstanding job of presenting the nuances of recent
organizational changes and provided the audience excellent insight into their
impact on the global war on terrorism. In doing so, he tied the past
contributions of those present to the on-going accomplishments of today’s
active force. The association owes a large debt of gratitude to Grover
McMakin and Ken Williams for orchestrating a mountain of details associated
with a large dinner. Well done, Colonel Mac and Ken!!

Each year, the annual reunion marks a time of transition in our
association as new officers take their places on the association's board of
directors. As the incoming president, I want to recognize my predecessor,
Brigadier General (Retired) Grover Jackson, for his first-rate leadership
performance during the 2003-2005 period. He will be a hard act to follow.
Colonel (Retired) Chris Cook, was re-elected to a second two year term as
vice-president. SMSgt (Ret) Loran (Phred) Sevening was elected to a one year
term as Secretary.

A significant FTVA transition took place at the annual meeting.
After many years of service Colonel Mac informed the membership that A.J.
Harrison and Ken Williams did such an outstanding job on the picnic and the
banquet that it was time for him to turn over the reins to these two “young
men.” Colonel Mac did tell us that he would be around to mentor the young
pups. Colonel Mac thanks for everything!

Over the next two years, I will work to make FTVA an even stronger
organization than it is today. My hope is to bring the organization into even
closer relationship with AIA. I want to get the word to the current members of
AIA that they are welcome to become members of FTVA. Current and past
members of USAFSS, ESC, AFIC, and AIA can join the FTVA. T urge every
FTVA member to join in this endeavor. As we approach the holiday season,
best wishes to you and your families. As the war on terrorism rolls on, let us
join in thoughts and prayers for the safety of all Americans, particularly those
wearing our country's uniform. Remain in touch,

Robert Crabtree

2005 HALL OF HONOR INDUCTEES

CMSgt Susan D. Douglas, USAF (Ret)
From Airman to Chief, from Russian linguist to Operations
Superintendent, Sue Douglas’ dedication to excellence and
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mission accomplishment resulted in a stellar career punctuated by numerous
“firsts”, personal accolades, and professional honors. She was one of the
command’s first experts on PROFORMA; authored capabilities tests for the
TGIC and GUARDRAIL systems; developed innovative training programs
which were implemented command-wide; worked with NCEUR, US Army
Europe and DLI to improve European-based cryptologic training; introduced
field requirements for computer-assisted instruction; and, developed the first
tracking system for National Cryptologic School courses in the AF personnel
system as an Adjunct Faculty Member of NTSA. As the Ops Superintendent at
RAF Chicksands, she provided invaluable leadership during the unit’s
accelerated closure and, as the first Ops Superintendent at Menwith Hill
Station, she forged lasting relationships with US and British military elements
throughout the United Kingdom. A dynamic, articulate spokesperson for the
command at numerous interservice and international forums, Sue Douglas
made invaluable contributions to the national intelligence community and
created an enduring legacy for those who follow.

CMSgt Danny L. Prichard,

Leadership!!! He was selected by name to be the Pacific-area’s
primary trainer on the newly introduced ULLMAN collection
system; became the off-base coordinator and provided for the
needs of stranded families when striking Filipino workers
barricaded the Clark AB gates; he “. . .took decisive, lifesaving
actions ... his bravery in the face of extreme physical danger
saved lives....” during the eruption of Mount Pinatubo; led a
130-person team of intelligence specialists performing
airborne, ground, remoted, and seaborne operations as the Ops Superintendent
in Saudi Arabia; was the enlisted point person For the $130 million CSU
program at HQ AIA; deployed for 167 days in Operation DESERT STORM;
fused airborne collection and mission management programs (SABLE GAME,
SENIOR GLASS) while the Ops Superintendent at Osan; “... led the 303IS to
new heights during the North Korean military: turmoil, nuclear posturing, and
constant threat of war.” (7AF/CC); developed MCOC operational procedures
and provided leadership to 1 ,000 multi-service personnel as the Ops
Superintendent at Misawa; improved in-theater quality of life while the
Command Chief at the 6921G; and, made invaluable contributions to GRSOC,
IRISH DEN, & NTIF missions while the Ops Superintendent at Fort Gordon.
Danny Prichard led from the front and unhesitatingly made the tough calls. By
any standard, a Chief’s Chief!!!

CMSgt Samuel W. Watson, USAF (Ret)
Graduating from the first Arab language class taught at DLI/
Monterey, Sam Watson became a highly-acclaimed Middle
East expert. He amassed 10,200 hours aboard reconnaissance
aircraft during 15 years on flying status and participated in
nearly all Mid-East crises during his distinguished career:
Arab-Israeli 6-Day War (1967); Arab-Israeli War of Attrition
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(1970); Jordanian-Palestinian War (1970); Yom Kippur War (1973); Lebanese
Civil War (1975-76); Syrian Occupation of Lebanon (1976); and, the Israeli
Occupation of Lebanon (1978). During his NSA assignment (1978 81), he
participated in international, high-level special operations; provided linguistic
skills to the Israeli-Egyptian peace negotiations at Camp David (Sep 1978);
provided on-site support during President Carter’s Middle East visit (Mar
1979); and, was a key member of the national intelligence team involved in the
Iran Hostage Rescue Operation (Oct 1980). He was the lead Arab linguist for
the first ever deployment of RC- 135 RIVET JOINT missions to Cairo West
Airfield, Egypt (Feb-Aug 1983) and he subsequently planned, coordinated and
led Rivet Joint support to 6th Fleet Operations in Lebanon following the
terrorist bombing of the US Marine barracks in Beirut (Oct 1983). During his
final assignment at Hqs ESC/XPZ, he developed specifications for SENIOR
SCOUT as the replacement platform for COMFY LEVI. Sam Watson - a
legend in his time!!!

MSgt Segundo Espinoza, Jr. USAF (Ret)
As a student in the Non-Morse Intercept Operator class at
Goodfellow AFB in 1962, Segundo Espinoza was released
from training and selected for the initial cadre of Spanish
linguists deployed in reaction to the Cuban Missile Crisis. He
thus embarked on a remarkable career by demonstrating
exceptional initiative and linguistic skills and rapidly
becoming the top Spanish linguist at Cudjoe Key while
assuming a scope of processing and reporting responsibilities far beyond his
grade or experience. He was subsequently selected for aircrew duties in 1965
and, again, demonstrated his exceptional skills by quickly becoming qualified
in all aircrew positions: operator; instructor-operator, analyst/communicator,
airborne mission supervisor, and Stan/Eval flight examiner. Further, he
certified as Category IV transcriber. He pioneered the development of
numerous procedures used in airborne operations today. He was on the teams
that launched ASRP modernization, RIVET JOINT (Block II to III), SENIOR
SPEAR, TADIL, and remoted systems development. He led one of the first
crews to deploy COMFY LEVI to Panama and was the AMS on the initial
Block III deployment to RAF Mildenhall. While at HQ ESC, he was the
manager of diverse ground, downlink, and airborne units at Key West, Offutt,
Panama and Andrews AFB. “Espy” made it happen ... as an operator, leader,
and manager!!!

Intel officer assumes command of Air Intelligence Agency




December 2005 Remain In Touch

Maj. i ] | Gen.
John C. Koziol (second from right) receives the Air Intelligence Agency guidon from Lt. Gen.
William M. Fraser 111, vice commander of Air Combat Command, during a change of command
ceremony. Maj. Gen. Paul J. Lebras (right), previous AIA commander, and Chief Master Sgt.
Edward Colquhoun, AIA command chief master sergeant (center rear) observe. (U.S. Air Force
photo by Theodore Koniares)

by Joe N. Wiggins Air Intelligence Agency Public Affairs

10/7/2005 - LACKLAND AIR FORCE BASE, TEXAS (AFPN) -- A
career intelligence officer assumed command Oct. 6 of the Air Force
organization charged with providing information warfare capabilities to air
component and joint force commanders around the world.

Maj. Gen. John C. Koziol became the 28th commander of the Air
Intelligence Agency and Joint Information Operations Center during a
ceremony officiated by Marine General James E. Cartwright, commander of
U.S. Strategic Command, and Lt. Gen. William M. Fraser 111, vice commander
of Air Combat Command.

Maj. Gen. Paul J. Lebras relinquished command of the agency and
retired after 34 years of active service.

In accepting his command, General Koziol offered high praise for the
people of the JIOC and AIA as well as the outgoing commander.

"I'm proud and humbled to command two premier warfighting
organizations," General Koziol said. "JIOC impacts every combatant
command, with warfighting capability in every area of responsibility that we
have our personnel deployed to today.

During General Lebras' tenure, AIA implemented several significant
changes and mission enhancements to support the global war on terrorism.

They include developing and installing new collections systems in
Predator aerial vehicles in only 60 days, deploying cryptologic support teams to
air operations centers in the Middle East, and deploying security monitors
around the world that subsequently monitored 160,000 telephone calls and four
million e-mails.

As a part of U.S. Space Command, the JIOC's mission is coordinating
and executing information operations. It deploys planning teams worldwide at a
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moment's notice to deliver tailored, highly skilled support, and sophisticated
models and simulations to joint commanders, joint task forces and the Joint
Staff.

AIA's mission is to deliver multisource intelligence products,
applications, services and resources. It delivers flexible collection, air and
space intelligence, weapons monitoring, and information warfare products and
services to operational commanders, the Joint Staff and DOD agencies.

FTVA CALENDARS STILL AVAILABLE

Thanks to all of you who have provided donations and received your
2006 FTVA Calendars. Some calendars are still available. These calendars
remind us of the old times and the good times. Please send your order to me,
Douglas R. Holden, at 9227 Fallworth, San Antonio TX, 78254 or to:
drhconsult@wireweb.net

The donation per calendar is $15, to cover costs of printing and
mailing. Please send a check or money order for the number of calendars you
want, made out to FTVA, plus your mailing address so I can be sure that I have
a correct one to ship your calendars.
Doug Holden

Vigilant Partner Name Change

Jim, through the years, our organization has experiences several changes, not
the least of which is a name change. We are now listed solely as bd Systems,
Inc (please note the lower case "bd"). I'd appreciate it if you would do what
needs to be done to list us correctly on the mailing list, web pages, and news
booklet. Thanx for your understanding.

Ken Gendolfe - Site Manager

bd Systems, Inc. 7323 Hwy 90W, Ste 381

San Antonio, TX 78227-3562 - 210-673-6700 Ext 18(V)
<mailto:Ken.Gendolfe@sat.bdsys.com> Ken.Gendolfe@sat.bdsys.com

EDITOR’S DISCLAIMER

Information in the form of letters, notes, fax, e-mail, or by phone is
accepted as true and factual. In order to include as much information as
possible, some of it may be edited for brevity or may be delayed for later
publication. Publishing of any article or notice in this Newsletter does not
assure accuracy or endorsement by the Association or Agency.
Hurricane Katrina Assistance

As a result of hearing specifically about the news of what happened
to our USAF brethren at Keesler AFB, Gulfport MS, the FTVA Board of
directors voted to contribute the sum of $2,500 to the Air Force Aid Society
Hurricane Relief fund for Air Force Personnel and families in that area. We
received the letter below from Lt General John D. Hopper (USAF-Ret) with
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the following note attached: “Col cope, please pass my thanks to the members
of your group for this very generous donation! We will put it to good use
helping airmen! Warmest Regards JDH”

AIR FORCE AID SOCIETY, INC.

National HEADQUARTERS - 241 18TH STREET SOUTH, Suite 202 - ARLINGTON, VA
22202

September 29, 2005

Freedom Through Vigilance Association
Attn: Colonel Robert S. Cope, USAF, Ret
P.O. Box 691616

San Antonio, TX 78269-1616

To the Freedom Through Vigilance Association

On behalf of the Board of Trustees and the Air Force Aid Society, I wish to
personally thank you for your generous contribution to the Hurricane Relief
Fund. Our nation faces one of the most tragic natural disasters in our history.
Through our field representatives and cooperation with other relief agencies,
the Air Force Aid Society has disbursed over $250,000 in emergency
assistance to military victims of Hurricane Katrina within the first two weeks
of the disaster Your donation will assist us in continuing to provide the means
for recovery. Beyond the actual funds, I recognize the public support that all
donations represent. We are very proud of our military service members and
their families who make daily sacrifices on our behalf.

Again, we appreciate your support and concern for our Air Force community.
For more information about the Air Force Aid Society, please visit our website
at http://www.afas.org.

Sincerely,

John D. Hopper Jr.
Lieutenant General, USAF, Ret.
Chief Executive Officer

FTVA Chapter News

Heritage Chapter

Goodfellow Dedicates World’s second ‘Gooney Bird’
By Airman Luis Loza Gutierrez - Public Affairs
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Oct. 28, EC-47 crewmembers stand under the newly dedicated aircraft for a group photo. The
aircraft is one of two EC-47s on display in the world. Both of the planes are located in Texas.

The 17th Training Wing conducted a dedication ceremony for an EC-47
Oct 28 in front of the Norma Brown building, a ceremony, which raised both
old memories for some in attendance while giving understanding to others
about the rich heritage associated with the event.

“This aircraft here at Goodfellow will serve as a monument to the men
who served on this rough, old plane in Southeast Asia. It is a symbol that will
remind America and future generations of the ingenuity, dedication and
courage of the men and women of Air Force intelligence,” said retired Lt. Gen.
James R. Clapper, Jr., former EC-47 detachment commander and airborne
radio analyst, and who is currently director for the National Geospatial-
Intelligence Agency.

“I think the history, the heritage of Air Force intelligence presented
symbolically in this aircraft is right on,” he added.

However, the dedicated plane is not an original EC-47. According to
Master Sgt. Brian Gorell, the master of ceremony, “The dedicated aircraft
officially entered the Army Air Forces inventory as a C-47A during World
War II. Later, it was converted to a VC-117 Transport for VIPs in the
Washington, D.C. area. Retiring from the Air Force inventory in the 1960’s,
the plane became part of the Pate Museum of Transportation near Ft Worth,
Texas. There, it deteriorated under years of neglect until the Air Force
Museum reclaimed it in 2003 and offered it to Goodfellow, satisfying the
base’s long-lasting request for a C-47 that could be converted to an EC-47.The
plane in front of the headquarters building is one of two EC-47s on display in
the world. Both planes are in Texas.

During the Vietnam War, EC-47s were used to seek out and locate enemy
forces radio direction finding techniques.

The EC-47’s bulky shape and reputation of being a slow, yet tough flyer
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earned it the name Gooney Bird, the name more commonly used for the black-
footed albatross, a blackish, dusky looking bird with black webbed feet,
primarily found in the Pacific coastal islands of Vietnam and Thailand

During the ceremony, Col Scott Bethel, 17th Training Wing commander;
retired Lt.Gen. Clapper and retired Chief Master Sgts. Robert Sherwood and
Tom Nurre, unveiled two plagues provided by the Heritage Chapter of the
Freedom Through Vigilance Association. The lower plaque lists the seven
aircraft and crew locations in Southeast Asia. The top plaque cites a bit of the
aircraft’s history and then states;

“Dedicated to the silent warriors who trained at Goodfellow AFB and
participated in EC-47 ARDF (airborne radio direct finding) operations in
Southeast Asia, 1966-1974. Alone... Unarmed. . . Unafraid”

According to Chef Master Sgt. Nurre, a veteran of 140 EC-47 missions, the
EC-47 Association commissioned Scott Allbee, an aviation artist, to create a
painting based on the final EC-47 mission in Southeast Asia

“The aircraft credited for the final flight is the EC-47Q tail number 204.
Accordingly the aircraft just dedicated has been refurbished to represent that
final mission flown on May 15, 1974-landing at Ubon Royal Thailand Air
Force Base, Thailand,” said Chief Master Sgt Nurre.

“This aircraft and the painting pay tribute to the successful completion of
one of the most complex intelligence collection missions in the Vietnam War,”
he added.

Several guests attending the dedication were members of the flight crews
that flew aboard the EC-47s. Among them were retired Col Grover McMakin;
former EC-47 squadron commander and pilot, retired Chief Master Sgt. Robert
Sherwood and Ed Bendinelli. Chief Master Sgt Bendinelli served nine
consecutive overseas tours with the Air Force Security Service and served two
tours in Vietnam during his 26-years service in the Air Force. He flew 240
missions on the EC-47.

Later that day EC-47 crewmembers took the time to share the history of
the Gooney Bird’s, with an audience at the community center. One by one
they provided their audience with stories about some of the dangerous
missions they undertook; stories which raised memories of the lives of 36
friends and fellow crewmembers, who paid the ultimate price in service to
their country.

Although their fallen friends could not be physically present, one could
sense that they were in thoughts and hearts of the crewmembers. A sense
attributed to the tears that fell from the face of one of the crewmembers and
the brief silence that fell upon each of them, an then carried into the audience.

“This aircraft will never tab to the skies again, but it still has a critical
mission; celebrate the heroism of crews who flew it, honor the memory of the
met who were lost in action on it and to stand as a link of the past to the future
as a reminder of what we did, and an example of what our shared sense of
purpose empowers us to achieve,” Lt. Gen. Clapper concluded.

EC-47 Dedication Photos Web site
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Here is the web link to our Kodak Gallery of EC-47 photos. Please put up a
link on the FTVA page...and include in the next Newsletter.
http://www.kodakgallery.com/I.jsp?c=8xh8zn2.8vk3f56i&x=0&y=k9sdcz

Tom Nurre
EC-47 Dedication ceremony & Plaques

Left to right - Lt Gen (Ret) Jim Clapper, CMSgt (Ret) Bob Sherwood, CMSgt (Ret) Tom Nurre
and Col Scott Bethel, 17 Training Wing Commander with the FTVA-supplied plaques and the
below are the plaques.....Bob Cope

SPLAY IS ACTUALLY A C-474,

108866, BUT PAINTED AND
AN EC-47Q, SERIAL NUMBER
D TO THE 3618T TEWS AND
HEAST ASIA DURING 1974,

)ICATED TO THE SILENT
ARRIORS WHO TRAINED

T GOODFELLOW AFB AND
\RTICIPATED IN EC-47
ARDF OPERATIONS IN

ITHEAST ASIA 1966 - 1974,

ARMED -~ UNAFRAID"

ON LOAN FROM
UNITED STATES AIR F

IRCRAFT & CREW LOCATIONS:

TAN SON NHUT AB, VIETNAM
NHA TRANG AB, VIETNAM
PHU CAT AB; VIETNAM

PLEIKU AB, VIETNAM
DANANG AB, VIETNAM
AKHON PHANOM RTAFB, THAILAND
UBON RTAFB, THAILAND

S DONATED BY THE FREEDOM, THROUGH
SSOCIATION: 28 OCTOBER 20057

EC-
47 Challenge Coins- new prices and mailing address

Below is the updated EC-47 Challenge Coin mail order information.
The price has increased $1.00 per coin due to increased cost for this next
shipment...and we have a new mailing address as well. Those orders received
and on back-order will be honored at the initial cost of $5.00 per coin. Thanks
to everyone for making this a successful venture. Hope ya'll enjoy your
coin/card as much as the rest of us.
Tom Nurre
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Notice: Our first shipment of 300 coins has been SOLD OUT...with
additional orders for nearly 50 coins already in hand. We expect our second
shipment of coins o/a December 1%. All of the outstanding orders received
before the posting of this notice will be honored at the original price of $5.00
per coin. Effective with this posting, due to increased production charges, the
selling price is raised to $6.00 per coin. Shipping & handling costs remain the
same.
EC-47 Challenge Coins Mail Order
1.75 inch Bronze Coin (Actual size above)

Side One: Southeast Asia geography...Vietnam, Cambodia, Laos &
Thailand. Motto: Alone, Unarmed, Unafraid. USAF Security Service Shield:
command emblem of the era. EC-47 ARDF (airborne radio direction finding)
Operations — Southeast Asia 1966-1974: Beginning of Phyllis Ann missions to the
end of USAFSS taskings for the war. The aircraft image is of an EC-47Q, tail
number 204 that completed the final mission, landing at Ubon RTAFB in 1974.

Side Two: The quadrants represent Goodfellow AFB at the time ARDF
training was conducted there. Upper left quadrant: 6940" Wing HQs with flag staff.
Upper right quadrant: Water tower, circa 1960’s that was painted checkerboard
orange and white. Lower left quadrant: Goodfellow North Gate, circa 1968 with
guard on duty. Lower right quadrant: USAF Security Service School Shield:
training school emblem of the era, circa 1966. Heritage Chapter, San Angelo, TX:
This chapter organized in 1993.

Costs: Each coin is $6.00 plus mailer and postage. Coins will be mailed
First Class in bubble envelopes, maximum 5 coins per envelope. Here are the
envelope and mailing costs:

1 bubble envelope: $0.40
1 Coin Postage - $0.60
2 Coins Postage - $0.83
3 Coins Postage - $1.29
4 Coins Postage - $1.52
5 Coins Postage - $1.98
Sample order for 1 coin: $6.00 + $.40 + $.60 = $7.00 payment due.
« «“ 5 coins: $30.00 + $.40 + $1.98 = $32.38 payment due

Send full payment (check or money order) made out to FTVA — Heritage

Chapter along with your complete return mailing address to:

FTVA — Heritage Chapter
11
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EC-47 Challenge Coins

P.O. Box 2469

San Angelo, TX 76902

Tom Nurre

AIRBORNE MAINTENANCE TECHNICIAN ASSOCIATION
3818 Sage Ridge Drive
San Antonio, Texas 78247

September 1, 2005

BOB COPE

9100 Tourney
San Antonio TX 78254-2439
Subject: AMT Association Newsletter Dear Bob,

I am enclosing a copy of the AMTA Newsletter for the first half of
2005. You are free to distribute or share with anyone who may have an interest
in the Association. We appreciate your help in providing more exposure for
the AMTA. I will not automatically send you a copy of the newsletter each
time it comes out, but you can have a copy anytime you would like by just
sending me an email.

Let me know if you have any questions or comments. We are always
looking for constructive criticism as we are always trying to improve. Thanks
again Bob for your support for the AMTA.

Best regards,

Johnnie Estes
12098 Squirrel Road, Pittsburg, Texas 75686, 903-856-4927
AMTA Board of Directors

Airborne Maintenance Technicians, 874 Names! Where Are They?

We have almost nine hundred airborne maintenance technician’s (AMTs)
names in the AMTA database, but as of today we only know the status and
location of 315. 68 of the 315 are deceased, which means we have located only
247 of the 874 AMTs we have identified. This tells us we have 559 AMTs we
need to locate.

In order to locate more AMTs everyone needs to be involved. I am sure as
we talk to each other and visit different places we will continue to run across
more people. We recently ran an article in the American Legion Magazine
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concerning the 2005 AMTA Reunion in San Antonio and Mr. Larry Mills of
Winter Haven, Florida saw the article and immediately contacted the AMTA.
He was an AMT at the 6985th at Eielson in the early and mid 1960s. This is
the way we must continue to try to locate people.

Please do not just peruse the AMT list on the website. Read the names and
see if you recognize someone and possibly know their location and status. If
you recognize an old friend on the list with an email or a phone number give
them a call or send them an email, and hopefully between the two of you
another person may be found.

Jim Hargrove, AMTA Director is the person ensuring recognition of the
AMTA in different magazines and newspapers. We are an association listed on
the militarylife.com website.

We just need some help from everyone. Noe C. Guerra has helped provide
names of many missing AMTs but without more information the names Noe C
provides may or may not be an AMT from the past. This is a time consuming
process, but with a couple of hundred people working together, the task would
be much less overwhelming.

Check out the AMTA website at www.amtassociation.org and look over
the AMT list (link in left margin) and see if you can identify an old friend who
has been located and possibly see one that is listed but has not been, but you
would happen to know their whereabouts.

Our goal has always been to locate as many AMTs as possible to join in the
AMTA camaraderie. HELP!!

By: Johnnie Estes. AMTA Director

((Extracted from AMTA SEMI-ANNUAL Newsletter))

FALLEN EAGLES

The Association has learned of the following losses from caring
relatives/friends and/or obituaries. We extend our prayers and sympathy to
their loved ones.

Harry Christensen, USAFSS 2 RSM Vet
Franklin E. Compher, TSgt/GS-14, USAF/GS-Civ Ret, FTVA Member
Don Connell, USAFSS, USAF-Ret
Al Deconing, USAFSS
George E. Deets, TSgt, USAF-Ret, FTVA Member
Robert D. Dutton, TSgt, USAF-Ret
13
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Margaret ‘Greta’ Eberling, Wife of Harvard L. Eberling, MSgt-Ret

George D. Fowler Jr., Capt, USAF-Ret/GS-Civ

William Gately, SMSgt (?) USAF-Ret, FTVA Member

Eugene Patrick Guckian, GS-Civ USAFSS/ESC

Gordon Herson, USAF COMSEC Vet

Sandy John Langos, MSgt, USAF-Ret

Walter W. McCullough, FTVA Member

Daphne Houghton Moss, wife of Robert D. Moss, USAF-Ret, FTVA Member
Loren E. Newland, SMSgt, USAF-Ret, FTVA Member

Harold (Hal) Perry, Lt Col, USAF-Ret, FTVA Member

Phillip Bruce Pike, Airborne Maintenance Technician

Maurine S. Porter, Wife of Joe B. Porter, FTVA member (deceased)

Robert Price, USAFSS COMSEC Vet

James Rosati, Col., USAF-Ret, FTVA Member

Victor Wilson Shiver, GS-Civ, AIA

Elizabeth M. Schultz, Wife of CMSgt (Ret) Marvin E. Schultz (Deceased)
Norman “Wally” Walecka, USAF-Ret., FTVA member

David L. Wilson, FTVA Lifetime Member

Maurine S. Porter passed away on Monday, August 22,
2005 at the age of 85. Her death was due to congestive
heart failure. She was born in Des Moines, lowa on May
31, 1920 and graduated from Abraham Lincoln High
School. After moving with her family to San Antonio,
Maurine completed 3 years of college at what is now the
University of the Incarnate Word and became a registered
nurse through a program at Santa Rosa Hospital in
downtown San Antonio. Mrs. Porter was preceded in death
by her husband of 50 years, Joe B. Porter Mrs. Porter has been an active
member of the United Methodist Church all of her life and was most recently
attending Coker United Methodist Church. She also has served for 34 years as
a member of the Bluebird Auxiliary of volunteers at the Methodist Hospital
where she was a part of the escort service. She was a former member of the
PEO sisterhood as well. In lieu of flowers, the family has requested that
contributions be made to the American Heart Association, the Alzheimer's
Association, Coker United Methodist Church, or the charity of choice. // Obit
//Dan- her husband, Joe Porter, was a long-time civilian employee at USAFSS.
I think he was an Engineer. //Jim Youngson //
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My father, Loren E. Newland passed away on 8/21/05. He was
a lifetime member of FTVA. Sincerely, //Timothy Newland LT,
USPHS (928) 283-5861//Loren E. Newland, born July 24,
1932, passed on to everlasting life in Heaven on August 21,
2005, after a long and courageous battle with lupus. Loren led
along and distinguished career in the security industry that
spanned over 50 years. That career began when he joined the Air Force at the
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age of 18 in 1950. He began in communications security and radio intercept
training and years later used that training working for the National Security
Agency and the Jet Propulsion Laboratory. Prior to working at the NSA, Loren
served his country in the Korean War and in Viet Nam. During his service in
Viet Nam, he was given top security clearance. While in Southeast Asia, he
was decorated for leading the Initial Communications Security Team. In 1970,
Loren retired from the Air Force with the rank of Senior Master Sergeant. He
moved to Wisconsin with his family and held the position of Security
Administrator for A.O. Smith Corporation in Milwaukee followed by four
years as Corporate Security Manager for Schlitz Brewing Company. In the late
1970's, Loren moved his family to Arizona and worked for the Ramada
Corporation as the Assistant Vice President of Security and Safety. Mr.
Newland's illness forced an early retirement from Ramada; however he
remained active in the security industry by founding his own consulting firm
which he called Professional Management Associates. Mr. Newland lectured
and wrote a college text called "Hotel Protection Management" which is still
used today in some college settings. Loren served God, his country and his
family for over 7 decades. He was a wonderful father, husband grandfather,
papa, uncle, brother and friend. He will be remembered for his sensitivity and
strength, his generosity and sincerity. In lieu of flowers, please donate to the
charity of your choosing in Mr. Newland’s name. //Obit Published in the
Arizona Republic. //
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Today I received the following letter from the sister of Gordon Herson.
Personnel who served at Camp Pieri, Germany, should be interested: Dear Mr.
Lemons, In going through my brother's house recently I came across several
papers relating to his service with the U.S. Air Force and one with this
Florida name and address. I thought I should notify you of my brother’s
death on June 24, 2005. Gordon had been in failing health for the past 10
years and two years ago was diagnosed with lung cancer and was on oxygen
24/7.Gordon has left a big void in our family. Sincerely yours, Dolores
Heikkinen (Gordon's sister) N6919 US HWT 41, Stephenson, MI 49887.
//Tony Lemons //
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Hi, LTC Hal Perry's obit is in the Sept 1 edition of the Express. I am not sure
if you knew him. He was a long-time SS guy serving as the Chief of
Administration at the Headquarters in the early 60s, earlier at Chicksands and
later as commander of an RSM in Japan. // Guy Murray // Lt. Col. Harold
(Hal) Perry, born 5 June 1924, made his final permanent change of station on
29 August 2005. He retired after 29 years as an Air Force Officer. During his
retirement he and his beloved wife of 53 years, Marcy, traveled the world and
enjoyed music and dancing. They remained friends with many of the
musicians they met during their travel. As the Patriarch of the family he
instilled values of honesty, loyalty, and family in his five children.//Obit
submitted by Jim Youngson //
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SR’ Retired MSGT Sandy John Langos, USAF, born in
Portland OR., on December 25, 1946 passed away
Saturday, October 1, 2005 at the age of 58 years. Sandy
e WS retired from Security Command at Kelly AFB and will be
cadt LAl remembered for being a Dallas Cowboy fan; his cooking;
his sense of humor; and for being a very loving person to both his family and
friends. // Obit /| Dan- Sandy worked for me in the Budget shop at ESC in the
mid-1980s. I had known him earlier when he was at Clark AB, Philippines.
After his Air Force retirement he worked with computers as a civilian
employee for the Defense Commissary Agency at Lackland & at East Kelly.
He was a nice guy. // Jim Youngson /|
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Al Deconing stationed at Shulinkou with the 6987th in 1958 passed away
September of 2005. //Frank Grzyboski//
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Dan, My NSA colleague, more computer savvy than I am, found Frank's obit
yesterday. He also added these details, most of which were not in the obit the
family provided. Curt's personal comments: “He enlisted in the US Navy and
then transferred to the Air Force. RC-47s in Viet Nam (Nha Trang). He was
even shot down over Cambodia, although I don't know how "public" that
information is. I do know he earned a DFC, possibly related to that incident.
He moved up to RC-135s and was at Offutt AFB and did deployments to
various places including England. Frank told me he retired as an E-6, and that
was in the early-mid 80s. He got his GS-14 last year. He was going to retire
sometime next year unless they came up with a buyout or early-out sooner.//
Mike Collins // Franklin E. Compher, passed away September 14, 2005 at the
University of Maryland Medical Center, at the age of 64. He was retired from
the United States Air Force and was employed by the National Security
Agency for the past 20 years. He was a 1958 graduate of Central Dauphin High
School and the University of South Dakota // Published in the Patriot-News on
9/21/2005//
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Eugene Patrick Guckian passed into eternal life at the age of 82
on October 13, 2005, in San Antonio, Texas. He was born in
Lockhart, Texas, on January 12, 1923, to William Patrick and
Alta (Mercer) Guckian, who moved to Gonzales when Eugene
was a child. At a young age he joined the National Guard and
served in the U.S. Army. During WWII, he took part in the
Salerno Landing and saw combat in Italy and North Africa. He
married Margaret Brzozowski, also of Gonzales, in 1944 and the couple later
moved to San Antonio to raise their family. Eugene retired in 1981 from
Electronic Security Command at Kelly A.F.B. after approximately 36 years of
Federal Service. In lieu of flowers, the family requests contributions may be
made to M.D. Anderson Cancer Clinic, M.A.D.D. or the charity of choice. //
Obit // Dan- I knew Gene in HQ USAFSS in the 1960s. I think he worked in

16




December 2005 Remain In Touch
Data Automation first, then the Command Post later; not sure after that. // Jim
Youngson //
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Don Connell, passed on, he was in the USAF and was one of the maintenance
troops in the 6916th at R/M when I came over in 1958. He was a S/SGT and
was still there when I left in 1961. He was one of about three NCOs in the
maintenance shop. Following is the expanded obit that was in today's paper
//Barbour Boshear // Donald F. Connell, 72, passed away in a Dallas hospital
on Friday evening (10/08/055). MR Connell was born on May 24, 1933, in
Molena, GA. In 1950, he enlisted in the U.S. Air Force. He served in Vietnam
and Korea and spent a total of 22 '; years in the Air Force. After being
discharged from the military, Mr. Connell was employed by L3
Communications as the director of the testing department where he worked for
17 years. He was a member of the Elks Lodge and was an avid golfer. /0bit //
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Adela Price notified us that her husband, Robert Price, had passed away on
April 28th after a bout with Pancreatic Cancer. Bob was a very active member
of our group (USAF COMSEC Veterans Group) and will be missed by all,
especially the men from Moriyama. // Tony Lemons
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This is to inform you that lifetime member Wilson, David L passed away this
date (11/02//05). //MSgt Ret John A Wilson - David's brother //
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Kent Voss emailed me this morning to say that Terri Christensen had called to
inform him that her husband Harry Christensen passed away this morning
(10/31/05) in his sleep. Harry had been hospitalized for lung cancer since
September of this year. Harry and Terri had attended all of our reunions and he
was always a joy to be with. His humor and friendliness will be missed by all.
/IBill Campbell //
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We are very sorry to send you the sad news in our life through an email
message, but it is much easier for us to let you know this way. Sunday,
October 30 at 3:50 PM our dad, William Gately, passed away. He had been
admitted to Mayo Hospital on Monday, October 24th being diagnosed with
severe pancreatitis. Unfortunately for us it was his time to go, but we are very
happy that he is no longer in pain. We can happily say our dad lived a very
good life and as one of his granddaughter's said, he screeched into heaven on
Sunday afternoon. He (was) buried with honors on Monday, November 7 at
10:30 AM National Memorial Cemetery, Phoenix, AZ. We are very sorry to
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have to give you this news. But we know how much our dad loved and
respected all of you and we know how much he will missed by all. With love
from his family, // Betty Gately, Shannon Gately Eno, William Gately, Tara
Gately Ristow //
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Phillip Bruce Pike, February 10, 1938 — April 15, 2005. We lost a dear friend
and fellow AMT April 15, 2005. Our thoughts and prayers are with Bruce’s

family.//Airborne Maintenance Technicians Association Semi-Annual news
/!
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DAPHNE HOUGHTON MOSS, 71 passed away at home Wednesday, Sept.
28, 2005, after a courageous battle with liver cancer. Born October 8, 1933 in
Luton Bedfordshire England. Daphne met and married her husband “Bob”
when he was stationed near Luton In 1952 and proceeded to accompany him
in his travels to various bases in the USA and such exotic places as Peshawar,
Pakistan, Karamursal, Turkey, Scotland and’ England. Her sons received
educations that could not be bought as they lived with the various people of
the countries they visited. As the Matriarch of the clan she became a focal
point for all the daughters-in-law and girl friends of her sons. She was their
“‘Dear Abby” dispensing advice when needed and compassion and
understanding without passing judgment. When she asked “How are you” she
actually cared how you were, or, if she said ‘have a nice day’ she’ really meant
it. /Obit//
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Dap, Here is Liz Schultz’ obituary from the San Angelo Standard Times. I am
sure all the FTVA members who knew her will be saddened to learn of her
passing. // Mary Lange // CEDAR PARK — Elizabeth M. Schultz passed
away on Sunday, Aug. 21, 2005, In Cedar Park, Texas, following a long life
filled with love for her family and her many friends. Liz was born on Feb. 15,
1918, in Moweaqua, Ill. She lived in several states and Germany prior to
moving to San Angelo in 1958, and she resided in San Angelo until she moved
to Cedar Park in 2001.Liz was a vivacious and compassionate person and she
served the community in a variety of ways, especially as volunteer for
programs at Goodfellow Air Force Base and as a member of Trinity Lutheran
Church. She embraced life thoroughly and she was truly grateful for all of the
blessings that God granted her. In particular, Liz enjoyed attending cultural
and sporting events at Angelo State University. Just prior to her move to Cedar
Park, she became an ardent fan of the San Angelo Colts baseball club./0bit //
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TSgt. George E. Deets USAF Ret. went to his final resting place on October
27, 2005. He was born in Danville, Virginia on March 21; George joined the
Army Air Corp immediately after graduation and flew missions in China,
Burma, and India. He then joined the Air Force and served his country for over
twenty years. George was also very active in the Masons for 47 years. He was
Past Master in the Army Lodge # 1105 AF & AM and served as secretary
there for 21 years. He was Past Master at Bluebonnet Lodge #1219 AF & AM
and served as secretary for five years. /Obit/George was an FTVA
member//Jim Youngson//
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Margaret 'Greta' Eberling, age 68, passed away Friday, November 4, 2005.
Greta was born in Edinburgh, Scotland on April 23, 1937. Greta dedicated
many years to the VFW (Post 6012) and to the Ladies Auxiliary. She was a
very hard worker and a very proud person and no job was too big or too small.
Greta always rose up to the occasion and fulfilled each and every
challenge.//Obit//
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Dan, I do have (death) notices about Walter W. McCullough from Lithonia,
GA (Aug 11 2005) and Norman "Wally" Walecka from Silver Spring MD
(Sep 13, 2005). // Bob Baert // Sirs: This is to inform you that Norman
“Wally” Walecka died on 13 Sept. 2005. Internment was held at Arlington
with full military honors on 29 November 2005. He served in the U.S. air Force
for over 22 years. He also worked at NSA in “A” group and spent time in
Harrogate England. // Alice Walecka //
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Have you heard that one of our Association members, Col James Rosati, from
Richmond, VA, has died? I didn't know him, but saw his death listed in one of
my Veterans magazines. // Jim Youngson //
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VICTOR WILSON SHIVER Former Captain Victor Wilson Shiver, U.S.

Air Force, 42, died Tuesday, November 15, 2005. He was a native of
Jacksonville, FL and had been a Virginia peninsula resident since 2000. Mr.
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Shiver enjoyed working on computers, reading, fishing and home
improvement projects. He graduated from Chambersburg Area High School
in Chambersburg, PA; and received a B.S. in Physics from West Virginia
University, where he was a member of the ROTC. He also received a
Masters of Business Administration from Central Michigan University in
Dayton, OH. After leaving the U.S. Air Force in 1995, he joined Government
Services with Air Intelligence Agency in San Antonio, TX; and then was
transferred to the National Air and Space Intelligence Center before
relocating to Detachment 2, Air Intelligence Agency, Air Combat Command
at Langley Air Force Base as Deputy Director. /Obit //
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Don't know if this sad news has reached you yet, but my Grandfather, George
D. Fowler Jr. who was stationed in Bremerhaven from 1957 to 1958 passed
away on Saturday. I've attached his obituary. You have a great website. Keep
up the great work your doing! // Jeffirey S. Fowler, PHR // In Bremerhaven,
Capt George D. Fowler was assigned as the Sqdn Technical Services Officer
from June 1957 until July 1958. // Arlen Trapp // Phoenix Society Life
Member, George D. Fowler Jr, age 81, died of complications from a
neurological condition on Saturday, 12 November 2005. As an Air Force
Captain he was assigned to NSA at Fort Meade in 1959. He was a
communications and crypto-security officer, and after leaving military service
in 1963, he remained at NSA as a civilian employee. He worked in the Office
of Telecommunications and Logistics Policy and Planning and was chief of the
Tape Center. / Phoenix society Notice // Mr. Fowler served in the United
States Air Force for twenty years. He retired in 1963 with the rank of Captain.
He continued his career as a civilian worker in the Department of Defense for
30 years. Captain George Fowler was a highly decorated serviceman and a
proud patriot. His military awards included: Air Medal (for 11 combat mission
in Europe), Army Commendation Medal (for helping with a successful
mission), Good Conduct Medal with three knots, American Theatre Service
Medal, European Theatre Service Medal w/3 Oak Leaf Clusters (Battles:
Central Europe, Ardennes, Rhine), World War II Victory Medal, Pacific
Theatre Service Medal, National Defense Service Medal, Korean Service
Medal, Air Force Longevity Award w/4 Oak Leaf Clusters, Technicians Patch,
Expert Rifleman Medal, Carbine Bar, Aerial Gunners Wings and Air Crew
Wings. // Obit //
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Robert D. Dutton

November 2, 1934 — October 1, 2005
SUMMARY

Robert D. Dutton, age 70, passed
away peacefully on the morning of October 1,
2005. He is survived by wife Maryann Dutton
of 45 years, and children Pam, Greg and
Jenny. Devoted husband, loving father, and
faithful friend, Robert was respected and
loved by everyone he touched. He is
remembered by his family and friends for his
loyalty, devotion, wisdom, and amazing
resourcefulness. He is remembered by all for
his ready laugh, contagious smile, and playful
sense of humor. He is honored by his country
for his bravery and steadfast devotion to duty
in the face of danger. In service to our
nation’s freedom from 1959 to 1974, Robert
Dutton was meritoriously awarded the Distinguished Flying Cross, eighteen
Air Medals, and he completed over 100 aerial combat missions for the US Air
Force Security Service from September to May of 1969 while serving in the
Republic of Vietnam. He is one of our nation’s unsung heroes.

History in Oregon

Robert Dutton was born in Medford, Oregon. His family moved to
the Portland area in 1941 where his father became a ship welder for Kaiser
during WWII, and later opened a welding shop off of SE 82" Avenue. Robert
met Maryann in 1950, enlisted in the United States Air Force in 1952, and
returned to marry Maryann in Portland on June 4, 1960. After retiring from the
US Air Force in Alaska, Robert and Maryann moved to Spokane, Washington
for three years and then returned to West Linn in 1978 where they have lived
since.
Dedicated Volunteer at the Evergreen Aviation Museum, McMinnville, OR

Since his service in the USAF, Robert Dutton has been an avid
aviation enthusiast. From the day he witnessed the transport of the Hughes
HK-1 “Spruce Goose” on barges through the Willamette Falls in Oregon City,
Robert took immediate interest in the massive aircraft. He became one of the
original restoration team members that rebuilt the Spruce Goose which is now
on display at the Evergreen Aviation Museum in McMinnville. Robert
continued to serve at the museum for several years, taking personal pride in
the ongoing maintenance of the museum’s displays. “He was a solid asset to
our operation and a good friend to our society,” writes Museum Director
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Michael Wright. “He will be missed.” The museum’s Web site:
WWW.SPrucegoose.org.
President of the Oregon Chapter of the Experimental Aircraft Association
(EAA) in 1984.

He was instrumental in moving the chapter to its current location,
Twin Oaks Airpark in Hillsboro, where he served as facilities manager.

MILITARY SERVICE

The following is provided by Lt. Colonel Robert Shively, USAF Ret.,
regarding Robert D. Dutton’s service to our country:

“For two years, 1965 to 1967, I was director of operations for the
USAF aerial reconnaissance aircraft flying electronic surveillance missions in
international airspace along the periphery of the Soviet Union. The
intelligence data collected for our nation by these missions was of great value,
but these flights were not without risk. The danger was real, and over 100
young airmen of our military services lost their lives while performing these
aerial recon missions. Bob Dutton was one of these unsung heroes. As a crew
member of an RC-135 flying the long polar routes out of Alaska, and as a crew
member of an EC-47 in Vietnam looking for Charlie, he made an important
contribution to our nation’s security. He deserves our praise and our thanks for
a job well done.”

— Lt. Colonel Robert Shively, USAF Retired

Highest awards achieved in the US Air Force in the service of his country:

THE DISTINGUISHED FLYING CROSS, December 5, 1968
CERTIFICATE
The United States of America
To all who shall see these presents, greeting: This is to certify that the
President of the United States of America Authorized by Act of
Congress July 2, 1926 has awarded THE DISTINGQUISHED
FLYING CROSS to Technical Sergeant Robert D. Dutton for
extraordinary achievement while participating in aerial flight.
ACCOMPANYING CITATION: Technical Sergeant Robert D. Dutton
distinguished himself by extraordinary achievement while participating in
aerial flight as a C-47 Airborne Mission Supervisor at Tan Son Nhut Air Base,
Republic of Vietnam, on 5 December 1968. Sergeant Dutton flew a long and
arduous mission through adverse weather conditions and through the constant
threat of hostile ground fire and attack. In spite of this, he superbly
accomplished this highly intricate and hazardous mission in support of free
world forces combating aggression. Through his personal bravery and
energetic application of his knowledge and skill, he significantly furthered the
goal of the United States in Southeast Asia. The professional competence,
aerial skill and devotion to duty displayed by Sergeant Dutton reflect great
credit upon himself and the United States Air Force.

((extract of obituary submitted by Greg Dutton))
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THE AIR MEDAL: From June 1959 to November 1974 — Robert D. Dutton
earned [a phenomenal] eighteen (18) Air Medals for meritorious achievement
while participating in aerial flight.

CERTIFICATE

The United States of America

To all who shall see these presents, greeting: This is to certify that the

President of the United States of America Authorized by Executive

Order, May 11, 1942 has awarded THE AIR MEDAL to Technical

Sergeant Robert D. Dutton for extraordinary achievement while

participating in aerial flight.
ACCOMPANYING CITATION (FIRST OF SEVENTEEN OAK LEAF
CLUSTERS): Staff Sergeant Robert D. Dutton distinguished himself by
meritorious achievement while participating in sustained aerial flight with the
6949 Security Squadron, United States Air Force Security Service, from 5
September 1967 to 11 January 1968. During this period, the airmanship and
courage exhibited by Sergeant Dutton in the successful accomplishment of
these important missions, under extremely hazardous conditions, demonstrated
his outstanding proficiency and steadfast devotion to duty. The professional
ability and outstanding aerial accomplishments of Sergeant Dutton reflect
credit upon himself and the United States Air Force.
THE CENTURY CLUB, awarded by his squadron commander: TSgt Robert
D. Dutton completed over 100 aerial combat missions from September to May
of 1969 while serving in the Republic of Vietnam.

Wounded Eagle — Larry Tart
Chix Friends,

I have been remiss in not informing y'all regarding my medical status.
I sent an email message to other internet groups a month ago. I just realized
when our Bill Bryant learned of my status from one of my friends from a group
I had informed that I had forgotten to pass the word to our Chix gang--I1 have
really made no effort to keep the situation a secret. Anyway, here's the message
I passed previously to my former USAFSS flying friends (the Prop Wash
Gang).

I have decided to go public with a recent finding regarding my health
to alleviate as many rumors as possible. In late June '05, a biopsy showed that I
have prostate cancer--fortunately in the early stages. (The results of recent
blood tests showed my PSA level hovering around 4.00--a relatively low level
and the only symptom I had. I elected to have the biopsy). A bone scan and
other post-biopsy tests indicate that the cancer has not spread beyond the
prostate.

Other evaluations show that I am a good candidate for any of the
available treatments--from doing nothing & keeping an eye on PSA levels &
other test results to external radiation, radiation seed implants (Brachytherapy),
chemotherapy, hormone shots or removal of the prostate via surgery. I will
select and began treatment within the next month or so. I'll keep you informed
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from time to time. Since this is a very slow growing cancer, there is no critical
rush to expedite treatment.

The chance of overcoming prostate cancer that is caught in its early
stages is in the high 90% range. I beat colon cancer in 1996 with successful
surgery, and I'm confident that I'll beat this one.

I was hesitant about informing you of my current situation, but
decided at the recent reunion in Omaha to inform you--my AF comrades.
Ultimately, the word would get out anyway, and I would rather have you hear
the news directly. Besides, if my going public with my latest "Big C" affair
causes one of our PWG comrades to get a physical/a PSA screening that detects
prostate cancer in its early stage, then my going public will not have been in
vain. After all, almost all males are affected by cancer of the prostate if they
live long enough. An autopsy of those in their 70's and 80's would typically
show the presence of prostate cancer although other ailments get them before
the slow growing cancer--especially if prostate cancer is detected and treated in
its early stages.

I thank all of you who gave me encouragement subsequent to my
announcement at the reunion--Not surprisingly given the age of most of our
PWGers, 1 learned that many of our gang have already identified and
successfully treated their own prostate cancer. Thanks for sharing your
experiences.

I still have many good years ahead and view my present status as a
minor speed bump heading into a long, positive future.

Looking forward to seeing you at a future gathering.

Larry Tart

Military Service/Retirement and Social security

This is the website for an explanation of how military service and retirement
affect Social Security........ I've included what it has to say about "extra"
earnings that are added to your military pay/service to come up with your
specific monthly Social Security benefit amount.......If you're not sure whether
you are getting this "benefit", contact Social Security with your DD214 or call
them at 1-800-772-1213. http://www.socialsecurity.gov/pubs/10017.html
Extra earnings

Your Social Security benefit depends on your earnings, averaged over
your working lifetime. Generally, the higher your earnings, the higher your
Social Security benefit. Under certain circumstances, special earnings can be
credited to your military pay record for Social Security purposes. The extra
earnings are for periods of active duty or active duty for training. These extra
earnings may help you qualify for Social Security or increase the amount of
your Social Security benefit. Social Security will add these extra earnings to
your earnings record when you file for benefits.

If you served in the military from 1940 through 1956, including
attendance at a service academy, you did not pay Social Security taxes.
However, we will credit you with $160 a month in earnings for military service
from September 16, 1940, through December 31, 1956, if:
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* You were honorably discharged after 90 or more days of service,
or you were released because of a disability or injury received in
the line of duty; or
* You are applying for survivors benefits based on a veteran’s
work and the veteran died while on active duty.

You cannot receive these special credits if you are receiving a federal
benefit based on the same years of service, unless you were on active duty after
1956. If you were on active duty after 1956, you can get the special credit for
1951 through 1956, even if you are receiving a military retirement based on
service during that period.

If you served in the military in 1957 through 1977, you are credited
with $300 in additional earnings for each calendar quarter in which you
received active duty basic pay.

If you served in the military in 1978 through 2001, you are credited
with an additional $100 in earnings, up to a maximum of $1,200 a year, for
every $300 in active duty basic pay. After 2001, additional earnings are no
longer credited.

If you began your service after September 7, 1980, and did not
complete at least 24 months of active duty or your full tour, you may not be
able to receive the additional earnings. Check with us for more information.
NOTE: In all cases, the additional earnings are credited to the earnings that we
average over your working lifetime, not directly to your monthly benefit
amount

(Submitted by Bob Cope0

Hearing Loss
Dan Dapolito
Newsletter Editor

Dear Dan,

In a recent issue of “Remain In Touch” you wrote that you were
sending a copy of a study that was done to support Hearing Loss because of
wearing headsets for long periods.

Request a copy. Way back in 1938 I started out as an airborne radio
operator and now I find my hearing becoming less and less. Thank you for
your help.

Very truly

Richard C. Younkin

Colonel, USAF (Retired)
((Ed Note: info provided by mail/Dap))

[REUNION INFO |

FTVA 23! Annual Reunion Activities 20-22 Oct
FTVA and AIA Reunion Week Golf Tournament
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Once again we gathered on Thursday of reunion week for the annual golf
tournament. Following last year’s tournament, the Kelly Golf Club closed,
forcing us to look for a new site. We chose the Alsatian Golf Course in
Castroville, just west of San Antonio. Course manager Gary Bailey and his
people were absolutely superb hosts for the tournament and the awards and
BBQ afterward.

We had 143 players participate in the tournament this year and they managed
to finish play in just over 5 hours---a remarkably short time based on past
experience. Here are some of the people who picked up prizes for their play:

1% Place: Marc Lowrance 2" Place: Howard Freeman
Dan Gutierrez Charles Ham
Mickey Cox Paul Turner
Brad Pierce Doug Knapp

3™ Place: Jimmy Gonzalez 4" Place:  Harry Lawrence
Mike Bee Al Binch
Bob Burns Eduardo Rodriquez
Chuck Askins Dick Hain

5t Place: Armando Zepada 6" Place: Jim Stephens
Debbie Pruitt Richard Stromske
Jesse Coultrap Howard Gupton
John Anderson Jack Hunter

Closest to the Pin Hole 5: Mike Pohlman

Closest to the Pin Hole 15: Russ Pucket

Longest Drive: Eduardo Rodriquez

We paid through 15 places for the tournament and also gave out several door
prizes of golf balls and cash.

Thanks to everyone for participating in the tournament. Hope to see you again
next year. Our initial plan is to return to the Alsatian Golf Course for next
year.

Joe Hurst Sports chairman

Golf tournament 20 Oct
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Banquet 22 Oct Turning over the Gavel Jackson to Crabtree

((Photos of Picnic and HOH ceremony not available at Print time. Check
at: www.ftva.org for full set of photos from annual reunion ))
6994™ Security Squadron Reunion
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T Ogee

6994th Security Squadron Alumni

Row 1: Rick Yeh Row 2: Jim Trozzo, Ed Miller, Chuck Bradley, Elden Teall, Ken Versele, Ben Stewart
Row 3: Jack Artman, Ben Pennell, Bill Doolittle, Jim Willis, Joel Blackwell, Doug Campbell, Ron Aungst,
Pat McCafferty, Charlie Phippin, George Brune, Larry Shuman Row 4: Bill Frizzell, Dick Meyer, Bob
Hull, Jerry Cook, Ed Benningfield, Dennis Taylor, Phil Ehrhorn, Bob Wilhelm, Ken Corbin, John Stuart,
Joe Ruff, Jack Rogers, Dave Masson, Larry Ayer, Mike Thomas, Doug Milton, Larry Koser Row 5:
Danny Johnson, Marc Ranger, Grover Gore, Dusty Mosier, Rich Krejsa, Wayne Klemme, Ron McKee,
Wayne Klemme, Troy Powell, Gerry Sorber, Danny Russell, Eldred Blackwell, Joe Harder, Tom

Rinderle, Joe Martin Missing from Photo: Kevin Critzer, Jim McGee, Ray Ivey, Bob Burns, Fred Ziemer,
Bob Molder, Dave Lucas, Wayne Kendall, Jim Kimsal, Paul Lewandowski, Owen Costello, Jim Clapper,
Mike Murray, Ron Moring, Bill Duffy, Harry Frye, Bill Francis, Larry Morin, and Ray Parker.

About 70 members of the 6994" Security Squadron gathered just
north of Ft. Meade, MD as part of the 5" Reunion of the EC-47 Association in
May 2005. Reunion activities included a wreath laying ceremony at Arlington
National Cemetery, a crab feast, and a bus tour of Washington DC. At the
reunion banquet, Lt. General (ret) James Clapper (former commander of Det 3
at NKP, Thailand) ceremoniously presented the Distinguished Flying Cross to
14 squadron members whose DFCs were either mailed to them after separation
from active duty or never awarded at a formal ceremony. The General also
presented a DFC post-humously to Ms Judy Huiting, the widow of Mike
Conner, who was killed when his EC-47 aircraft was shot down in Vietnam.
In total, eighteen 6994™ squadron members lost their lives during the Vietnam
conflict.

= w Active duty squadron members of the Air
Intelligence Agency’s 941S also
participated in the reunion activities. The
original 6994" Security Squadron was
inactivated in 1974 at Ubon, Thailand. The
squadron was re-activated at Ft. Meade in
1981, and has subsequently been
! ! designated as the 941S. The 941IS displayed
x y the original guide-on with all the unit’s
campaign streamers at the reunion banquet. 94IS squadron members
presented the colors and their singing group “Baron 52” also performed.

The next reunion of the EC-47 Association will be held in Colorado
Springs, CO from September 7%-9" 2006. See the website at www.ec47.com
for details.

PROP WASH GANG 2005 Reunion - Sep 6-11, 2005
Days Inn, Bellevue, Nebraska
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"The last time I walked across the hardstand and climbed aboard this
plane, we were going to war. I didn't think I would come back."
Ernie Paschall, Sep 9, 2005

"Thirty years from now, you young folks will be having a reunion of your
own.. You will tour an RC-135, still tail number 841, only with larger
engines and longer wings. On board will be Block 17 equipment. One of
you will look at and say 'It'll never work!'. The only thing you will
recognize will be the oxygen regulators."

John Keim, Sep 10, 2005

"I beat colon cancer, and I will beat this one (prostate cancer.)"
Larry Tart, Sep 10, 2005

"Gene, I'm gonna kill you."
Soppy Cresap, Sep 6, Sep 7, Sep 8, Sep 9, Sep 10, Sep 11.

"This is the greatest bunch of unsung heroes of our time."
Big John Deaver, Sep 10, 2005

"Well, we cheated death again."
Several PWGers after the bus ride to the SAC museum. Sep 8, 2005

"You have to be just a wee bit smarter than the average Raven..."
The Chief, Sep 10, 2005

""We got 'im here. He's all yours now. (Referring to Big John Deaver)"
Soppy Cresap and Ernie Paschall

"White Man's Promise. It's full of holes and won't hold much water."
The Chief, Sep 10, 2005

"Eagles don't fall. They just soar higher and higher."
The Chief, Sep 10, 2005

"I see an Eagle fly. And that eagle looks a lot like..."
Debbie Cope, Sep 10, 2005

Emotions ran high as about 200 members of the Prop Wash Gang met, old
acquaintances were renewed, new friends were made, and a memorial toast was
offered to departed Eagles. Bellevue, Nebraska and the Day's Inn may never
recover.

It was especially heartening to see the young men and women of the 97th
INS carrying on the traditions started by us through the years. Some sharp
troops there! I don't know if they play quite as hard as we did, but they most
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certainly work just as hard. There was a feeling of pride mixed with a tinge of
sadness as I shook Mike Stiverson's hand and told him, "I flew with your dad."
I'm sure many others had the same feeling. So Colonel, Chief, and these men
and women - I salute you!

Comments listed above, and many more, were heard during the three or
four days of the reunion. Ernie's stark statement that "I didn't think I would
come back" brings home the reality of what we did, and what is still being
done. We lost men and machines during the cold war, and the possibility of
losing men (and now women) during current conflicts, both hot and cold, is
with us every day. As Dikhij Zver' (Dick Hahn) so eloquently puts it, "Alone,
unarmed and afraid." From the backside of the desert to the frigid waters of the
Arctic north and the jungles of SE Asia, we were certainly alone, we were
unarmed, but were we afraid? I'm not sure we had enough sense to be afraid.
However, the bonds formed during those "hours and hours of boredom,
punctuated by moments of sheer panic" are still alive and well.

I don't know if the story of the C-130 emergency landing at Samsun was
told, but if it wasn't, it should have been. I wonder how many of the young
troops know that a C-130 can carry a crew of 438?

It was a special honor to meet Herman Roessler. Herman flew combat
missions on B-17s during WW II as an intercept op. We honored him as "Der
Alteste," which loosely translates as "The Eldest." Young whippersnappers
such as Big John Deaver, Tom Tennant, Vern Lightell and Larry Lane had to
stand aside for Mr. Roessler. Maybe we can get Herman to relate some of his
stories - should be most interesting.

There may be another group such as this existent somewhere, but I doubt
it. We came together at a certain point in history, did our thing, and now we are
watching a new history being made. Born of the cold war, tempered during
Viet Nam, and honed by countless conflicts around the world, we can sit back
and reflect on those times, refly those missions, refight those battles. At our
next reunion, we can relive those memories, remember things that never
happened, embellish those that actually did. And if some of those stories seem
to have a liberal amount of "Prop Wash" in them, we can always ask Tom
Tennant, who never forgets anything.

Lonnie Henderson (chief@netride.net) sending from the cultural center of
the entire Southwest, if not the known universe.

6911TH RGM REUNION ARLINGTON, VIRGINIA MAY 18-22 -2006

LOCATION: Crystal Gateway Marriot 1700 Jefferson Davis Hwy.
Arlington, Va. 22202

RESERVATIONS:  1-800-228-9290 OR 703-920-3230
Let reservations know you are with:

6911th RGM RESERVATION DEADLINE: NO LATER THAN
APRIL 10, 2006.
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ROOM RATES: $109.00 (plus tax) single/double
Rates remain the same two (2) days prior to Reunion
dates & two (2) days after Reunion.

May 18th — Thursday 7:00 pm — 9:00 pm - Registration in Hospitality Room
May 19th — Friday ~ 9:00 am — 9:00 pm — Fee $90.00 (trans & price of dinner)
Tour # 1 Cryptologic Museum Board bus at 9 am for Cryptologic Museum,
Ft. Meade, National Vigilance Park (C130 Memorial), special guided tour of
Annapolis and the U.S. Naval Academy. Free time for lunch “on your own”.
Evening — bus will take us to Blob’s Park Bavarian Biergarten for a special
dinner buffet and German music. Return to Crystal Gateway Marriott at 9:00
pm

May 20th — Saturday 9:00 am — 3:30 pm — Fee $55.00

Tour # 2 Welcome to Washington Tour Armed Forces Day - Board bus at
9:00am for Arlington National Cemetery, changing of the guard, Tomb of the
Unknown Soldier, John F. Kennedy Memorial & eternal flame, White House
exterior tour, National Air and Space Museum. Free time for lunch “on your
own”, Jefferson Memorial.

May 20th — Saturday 6:00 pm — 9:45 pm - Fee $35.00

Tour # 3 Washington by Night - Board bus at 6:00 pm. Tour begins with a
guided tour of Union Station. Supper “on your own” at specialty restaurants
within Union Station. White House & Capitol dome, Washington Monument
and other Memorials “by night”. Franklin Roosevelt Memorial, John F.
Kennedy Center for Performing Arts.

May 21st — Sunday 9:15am — 4:00 pm —Fee $50

Tour # 4 Capitol Highlights - Board bus at 9:15 am. Tour begins at Iwo Jima
Memorial for U.S.M.C., Lincoln Memorial, Vietham Memorial, Korean War
Memorial, and National WWII Memorial. Final stop on tour will be U.S.
Holocaust Memorial Museum. Time will be allowed prior to tour of Holocaust
Memorial Museum for lunch in café at the Museum. Return to Crystal
Gateway at 4:00 pm.

May 21st — Sunday 6:00 pm — 7:00 pm
Crystal Gateway Marriott Cocktail hour — photographer will be taking photos
May 21st — Sunday 7:00 pm — 9:00 pm

Crystal Gateway Marriot Dinner Buffet — ($80.00 P/P) Guest Speaker: Larry
Tart

May 22nd — Monday Check — out

During our Business Meeting in Orlando (2005 Reunion) the group voted to
charge dues of $10.00 per year to cover the cost of mail-outs/postage and keep
the 6911th operating. Please send the $10.00 yearly 6911th member dues (per
household) when you mail your Reunion fees to Keith Butt, so he does not
have to collect dues during the Reunion.

MAIL FEES: (TOURS, DINNER, DUES) NO LATER THAN APRIL 10,
2006 TO: Keith Butt, 13729 Wesley Drive, Logan, Ohio 43138-8414 Phone
740-380-3631
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REUNION INFORMATION ONLY: Rich or Pat Merrill, 11021 West Oregon
Place, Lakewood, Co. 80232, 303-985-3575, Rich1Pat2@aol.com

Indiana University Attendees Sought

A reunion is being established of a group of airmen who attended
Russian language training at Indiana University, at Bloomington, Indiana
during 1961-62. Little contact has been maintained over the years among the
Russian II classmates. However, the four airmen who began this endeavor to
reunite the group were not daunted by the 43 years that have elapsed since the
group was last together. In a span of two months, all but ten of the original
group of about fifty classmates have been located. The search has stalled on
the last ten, probably because their names are among the more common and,
not surprisingly, they no longer seem to live in the areas in which they
enlisted. The airmen being sought are:

Michael J. Berry (AF19679069) Sandy, UT

David M. Clark (AF18617673) Paragould, AR
William L. Duncan (AF17592280) Carthage, MO
Richard L. Edmonds (AF17592185) Kansas City, MO
James K. Jenkins (AF14767644) Kinston, NC

James R. Johnson (AF14763470) Oakridge, TN
James E. Martin (AF13716828) Pemberton, WV
Angelo A. Scarola (AF12628446) Metuchen, NJ
Howard H. Smith (AF17592212) Overland Park, KS
Isaac Wade, Jr. (AF15650820) Cleveland, OH

If you can shed any light on the whereabouts of the airmen, listed
below, please contact Bob Stromberg at 217-793-0207 (e-mail:
bobandjan@insightbb.com. Thanks,

Peshawar Reunion

Last Name: Fulghum
First Name: Milton
Email: fulghumml@yahoo.com

Comments: Hey, all of your Peshawar Air Station vets that didn't attend the
reunion in Dayton last week, we had a great time but a fairly small group. We
are looking at San Antonio for 2006. We hope to see all of you there.
USAF COMSEC VETERANS GROUP, INC. 2006 REUNION

Yes, that is the main purpose of this letter. It is intended
to remind you that we will be holding our next reunion in
Nashville, Tennessee from September 20-24, 2006. We will be
meeting at the Radisson Hotel at Opryland, 2401 Music Valley
Drive, Nashville, TN 37214 from Wednesday, September 20,
2006 through Sunday, September 24,2006. We have negotiated a
group rate of$ 80.00 plus taxes and this rate will be honored for 3
days prior to and following the scheduled dates. So you can come
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early and leave late because there are so many things to see and
do in Nashville. This guaranteed rate will be held until August
21, 2006. After that time, the rate will be $ 119 to $139 per night
and subject to availability. Reservations can be made now by
calling 1-800-333-3333 or 615-889-0800. Be sure to specify that
you are with the USAF COMSEC Veterans Group.

Anthony P. Lemons

2692 Walnut Drive

Palm Harbor, FL 34683

Phone 727-736-1993

E-mail Lemonsap2692@aol.com

IHistory & Memories

Challenging Assignments

Dan,

The FTVA newsletter is a valuable service to us old timers. I've had 5
unique and challenging USAFSS assignments.

In 1954, immediately after graduating from flight training, as an ECM
officer, at Keesler AFB, MS, I was assigned to a ground job with the 1st RSM,
later designated 692lIst Radio Squadron <http://www.usafssmisawa.com/>
Mobile (RSM) Misawa AB, Honshu, Japan as Electronic Intelligence (ELINT)
officer. My additional duties included: military pay officer, courier officer and
security violation investigative officer in support of 2 USAFSS remote sites
(Det 1 and Det 3) on the island of Hokkaido, Japan.

Aug 55 to Oct 55, I (was) assigned as Commander of Det 4, 6921st
RSM, a 15-man test team at Henashi Saki, at a remote location on the north-
west coast of Honshu, Japan. In Oct 1955 the site was closed because a Misawa
AB Hospital inspection of the troop housing accommodations (Butler Hut)
were deemed un-habitable during severe winter weather. As you see by the
photos, the site was quite primitive and had little to offer the personnel there.

Nov 55-56, I was reassigned to Det 2, 6921st RSM at Wakkanai Air
Station on the most northern tip of Hokkaido, Japan. My primary duty was
ELINT Officer. During my short tour at Det 2, I was assigned 21 additional
duties (in writing), including: Detachment Supply Officer, Motor Pool Officer,
Alternate Crypto Custodian, Fire Marshal, Ground Power Officer, Ground
Defense Officer, Alternate Custodian of Registered Documents, Alternate Top
Secret Control Officer for Top Secret COMSEC Materials, and miscellaneous
other duties as assigned.

Nov 70-74, I was assigned to the 6970th Support Group, Ft Meade
MD for duty with the HQ NSA, R&D Office, under Mr. Bob Sherwood. (One
of the finest ex-Army officers I ever met.)

Jun 74-77, 1T was assigned to Det 74, 6929th Security Wing, Camp
Zama, Japan as Deputy Chief, DoD NSA/CSS Rep, Japan under Mr. Bob
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Painter, (GG-17). Additional details and photos taken during these assignments
can be viewed at: http://www.B66.info/Japan-Files/

If any FTVA member was stationed at any of the fore-mentioned
locations, I’d love to hear from them.
Paul Duplessis
Col (Ret) USAF
FTVA Life Member

6916™ Electronic Security squadron Plaque
CAN YOU TELL ME ANYTHING ABOUT THIS? WE FOUND IT IN A
TRIF TORE. THANK YOU.

JANE
MROLDSTUFF@YAHOO.COM

I AM AN ANTOQUE DEALER

SSSSSSSSSSSS>> Response<<<<<<<<<<<<<<<

Jane,

The 6916th Electronic Security Squadron, represented by this plaque, was a
U.S. Air Force airborne signals intelligence gathering unit of the AF Electronic
Security Command that existed at Hellenikon Air Base (Athenai Airport),
Athens, Greece until the squadron was disbanded on 13 November 1990.
Commencing operations at Rhein-Main Air Base, Germany as Detachment
One, 6911th Radio Squadron Mobile of the U.S. Air Force Security Service in
early 1956, the unit had a long legacy at Rhein-Main-- as Det 1, 6911th Radio
Group Mobile (1 Sept 1956), Det 1, 6900th Security Wing (1 July 1959),
6916th Radio Squadron Mobile (1 Jan 1960) and finally, the 6916th Security
Squadron (1 Aug 1963). The 6916th SS continued operating from Rhein-Main
until 1 July 1973 when the unit relocated to Athenai Airport, Greece. (At the
time, the 6916th was operating Detachment 1, 6916th SS at its Athens
compound--the squadron closed down operations at Rhein-Main, and its
detachment one was redesignated the 6916th SS.) Headquarters USAF
authorized the unit crest on your plaque to the 6916th Security Squadron in
1968 or 1969. (I have a similar plaque that the 6916th presented to me when I
departed the squadron in early 1971). The 6916th SS was redesignated the
6916th Electronic Security Squadron when the Air Force Security Service
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became the Electronic Security Command in 1979. In summary, the unit crest
on your plaque represents one of the most well-known airborne signal
intelligence recon units in USAF history. Best Regards,

Larry Tart (6916th SS 1967-1971 and 1972-76)
COMSEC History Site

Some time in the past, I attempted a project to compile histories of COMSEC
members and perhaps put them in booklet form. The response was very poor
and we gave up on the idea. Now, however, thanks to a lot of work by Bob
Spiwak, we have the opportunity once again to record our legacy. Bob has a
website dedicated to Comsec photos and activities, and just recently began
including bios from members. There are only a few there now, but I hope
many more will take advantage and let us know something about themselves.
Remember, it will not only benefit us, but would be a nice thing to do for your
children and grandchildren. I just had my GETTING TO KNOW YOU posted
on the web.

Try the link below, or just search for Bob Spiwaks USAFSS 136th CSS
Comsec website.home

_http://home.att.net/wsb-cgi
bin/ssi.cgi?PWPTool=HTML View&State=False&wsbID=216495& Groupl
D=175704&Owner=comsec3&SiteID=803564

Tony Lemons

Letters & Bytes

Request for Identification

Dap,

I'm trying to find identify information on one of the characters in the attached
photograph. I am Jeremiah David (JD) Joyce and the guy on the right wearing
a cap. The RO on the left was called "Fitz" for Fitzpatrick or Fitzgerald. This
71 year-old brain can't remember which is the correct name. The photograph
was taken in late 1967 at Nha Trang.

JD (David Joyce) >>>>>Response<<<<<<
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Dap, think he may be
referring to John
Fitzgerald (aka Fitz)
who was an RO. Fitz
and I first met at
Ashiya in 1955 and I
believe he had prior
service (poss Navy).
We used to run the
Machi together and 1
think he left Ashiya
in 1957 for an
assignment in
Europe. Didn't see
him again until one
of the reunions here
about 1989-1991. He
was living in Biloxi
at the time and was with Bob Cline (ret E-9 who was also at Ashiya the same
time we were). Fitz said he was a realtor in Biloxi. We got to swapping stories
and found out both of us were in the 6994th. Sometime in the late 1990's I got
word that he had died in Biloxi/Gulfport and I think the info came from Bob
Cline, who you know also passed away in Biloxi a few years back. Hope this
helps you.

Dave Naab

>>>>>>>>>>>Response<<<<<<<<<

Thanks a lot Dap, that really helps. It is really amazing what computers and
modern communications can do. When I think back to what Fitz and I were
doing on that mission in 1967 it is like looking back at the Stone Age but we
were on the cutting edge at that time.

D
Reference Fallen Eagles — September Newsletter

Was sorry to see Duffy and Blake Kothman both in the newsletter as Fallen
Eagles. I knew them both well. Duffy worked for my Dad at Chicksands in the
50s and when I was pulled into the Day Shop at Darmstadt in 64, I went to
work for him... He couldn't believe I was that old already! He gave me a lot
more responsibility than a 2-striper would normally get, because of my Dad.
He was forever introducing me to visiting VIPs as "Vern's boy"! Last saw him
in about 68 at Waco....

Skip DeRousse
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Memorial Tribute to CMSgt Duffield — Sept Newsletter

Dap, Sadly, I have just read the Memorial Tribute to CMSgt Verle D. Duffield
(Duffy), by Al Gray, in the September issue of your Newsletter. I could not let
the moment pass without saying that Duffy was one of the finest human beings
that I have ever met. If anyone was ever finer, it would probably have to be
Angie. 1 have known Duffy and his family since the early sixties and I can
truthfully say that if I have enjoyed any success in my career it was directly
influenced by Duffy, not only in the military but in life itself. He will be
deeply missed but we have so many fond memories of Duffy, both as one of
the best damn Chief Master Sergeants that USAFSS had to offer and as a
loving family man. Our thoughts and prayers are with Angie and the family.
Thanks,

Don Franklin

Fallen Eagle Question

Dan, does the Fallen Eagle list contain names of only personnel that were
members of the FTVA or is it for anyone in the AFSS??? There are a lot of the
old 2™ (RSM) that are deceased and missing. I have some changes/updates to
send in and wondered if those missing should be included? Tks,

Paul (Laffitte)

>>>>>>>>>Response<<<<<<<<<<

Paul

The FTVA Fallen Eagles includes anyone who was assigned to
USAFSS/ESC/AFICAIA. They don't have to have been Members. Send any
correction/additions to Kirk Carpenter <kirkcl@cox.net>. Regards

Dan

Request for Calendars
Dear Sir,

I am the brother of TSgt Glenn Lastes. My parents told me that they
learned of the annual FTVA calendar at the recent Lackland ceremony and
reunion. They conveyed that my brother will be in the 2006 calendar.

At minimum, I would like to express my desire to purchase one or
more calendars for my person. If the annual calendar is a mechanism to
support your organization, I would like to know if you would be amenable to
me sending information regarding your organization to friends and associates
and requesting that they purchase a calendar. My guess is that upon my
request, 10 - 30 people would purchase a calendar.

Please advise whether my solicitation would have your support as I
don't want to upset the normal distribution/quantity order process. If it is
acceptable, please let me know the details of how I would suggest people order
the calendar.
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Please don't hesitate to contact me via email or directly at 978-887-
4930 if I can clarify further. Very truly yours,

Edward J. Lastes
SSSSSSSSSSSSS>> Response<<<<<<<<<<<

Dear Ed,

It is my honor to hear from you. 2006 calendars are available. I, and the
FTVA, would be honored to send calendars to your contacts. The donation to
FTVA (Freedom Through Vigilance Association) is $15 per calendar this
includes shipping costs). Please send me names and shipping addresses of
those folks who want calendars. Please have checks or money orders made out
to FTVA, and mailed to my home address; 9227 Fallworth, San Antonio TX
78254. 1 will mail the calendars for delivery to the requesters. Thank you.
Doug Holden

FTVA Special Activities

Looking For Info About Grandfather

Last Name: Jacobs
First Name: Laurie
Email: eevestigio@aol.com

Comments: Looking for anyone who might have known my grandfather, James
EB Jenkins, most people called him Eric. He was in Yokota, Japan with
6988th in Vietnam and a Drill Master Sgt. in San Angelo also in Korea and for
some time in Panama...anyone who knows who he was would be lovely to hear
from.

Jerry T. Swett - Sept Newsletter Pg 37/38

Last Name: Womack
First Name: Steve
Email: swomack@ipro.net

Comments: I was ASA stationed at the 7th Radio Research Field Station,
Udorn Thailand. One of the members of our Yahoo email group was in the
6924th SS and he mentioned MSG Jerry T. Swett who died 8/23/75. He
mentioned Swett is buried in Earlington, KY which is close to a city I visit on
a regular basis for work purposes. I will attempt to locate the grave and take
photos. MSG Swett is NOT LISTED in the Kentucky directory of Vietnam
War Casualties, so any information I can locate will be directed to correct that.
Regards,

Steve Womack 7th RRFS 1972-73

EC-47 Dedication Plaques September newsletter 2005
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Dan, I was reading the list of locations shown on the left side picture of the
plaque, on page 2. Have been stationed in the P.I., I had a friend that was
stationed at Udorn, Thailand. The spelling on the plaque is Ubon...At the back
of the book, my spelling was verified by another Email to you regarding a
different topic, but spelled it the same way I was told years ago. See page 37,
top Email.

This is from the latest Newsletter. Please let me know what happens....Thanks

Phil Hardcastle (Former SSGT, USAFSS, 29252, 1963-1967, Keesler,
Goodfellow, Clark AB, Philippines, Karamursel AB, Turkey)

S>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>Response<<<<<<<<<<<KLK<K<LK<<

Phil

Ubon on the plaque is correct. Ubon was the Air Base where the last EC-
47Q's landed to end their mission at the end of the Vietnam War. Udorn
RTAFB is another base the US was stationed at. The 6924th RSM was
stationed in Udorn Thailand area. The operation was actually at Ramasun
Station, an army base a few miles down the road. At one time some of the
airmen were housed on the Udorn Air base. Hope this clears things up.

Dan

>>>>>>>>>Response<<<<<<<<

Dan, it is nice to learn something everyday. Thank you for educating me. God
Bless

Phil

Book Invitation

Dear USAFSS Buddies,

I wanted to pass this invitation along to anyone who might be interested. I've
enjoyed talking to Trish; she is very proud of her brother's service in the
USAFSS. 1 have agreed for her to publish my USAFSS "story." Please share
with those you are in touch with...

RAY M. THOMPSON: Host USAFSS 6910th-50's Mail List
HOMEPAGE: http://www.usafss6910th.org

Hello Ray,

My name is Trish Schiesser. My brother, SSGT Phil Noland, was in
the USAFSS, in Turkey, Det 3. Kas, 6933rd RMG and also held a 20270 at the
6901st Zweibrucken Base in W. Germany 1962-1964. He was Captn. Dodi
Aspell's Supv. Head at Karamursel from 60-61.

I am compiling a book, "THESE GUYS", which is an anthology,
written by USAFSS guys, and compiled by me. Your article at:
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http://www.raymack.com/HomePage/USAFSS/secretwar7.html is very well
written and covers parts of the Cold War that I would like to appear in my
book. Please think about it and get back to me.

If you know of other USAFSS personnel who might have stories to
contribute, please ask them to contact me. I'm looking for stories about those
who served in the USAFSS from its conception till its demise . . . Le., 1945-
1991.

Anything they want to write will be considered. An interesting
mission they went on, whether it was classified or not. A journey one took,
alone or with some guys? A Russian you had contact with? A day in the life of
an analyst or ditty bopper? A poem someone may have written or an essay,
about their cold war experiences? ANYTHING that portrays being in the
USAFSS during the cold war.

The only remuneration would (be) a certain percentage off the price of
my book when it comes out. I am doing this on my own and have to pay for the
books! In certain cases I will give a book away for free. Copyright remains that
of the authors.

If anyone has further questions, please don't hesitate to contact me. I'll
be happy to answer them. Thank you for reading this e-mail and for your
consideration.

Trish Schiesser

Author & Literary Consultant
<mailto:Claral9126@msn.com>Claral 9126(@msn.com

Request for assistance

Last Name: Grove
First Name: Robert
Email: bob@renpil t~rim. corn

Comments: Hi: I am going to SA (7 Oct) this weekend for my daughter’s
wedding. Do you know of a way that I can take my grandson on the Hill at
Kelley? Not the building, of course, but just to drive through to show him
where his old grandpa was once stationed. I called but they said I had to be
sponsored in. Thanks,

Bob Grove (2025.0)
Garland, TX
866—295—8687

((Ed Note: The above message was passed to Chief Ted Colquhoun (AIA

Command Senior Enlisted advisor) for possible assistance and resulted in
the receipt of the following message to Grover Jackson //Dap))
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Dear Grover:

I cannot thank you enough for giving me Chief Colquhoun’s name. He really
rolled out the red carpet for us——got us on base and into the building. It was
really great to see the museum they are putting together. Once again, thanks
for your efforts.

Bob Grove

20250 Karamursel 63—65

FTVA Sign In — Shou Lin kou

Last Name: Reed
First Name: Billy
Email: billieak@aol.com

Comments: [ was at 6987RSM Shulinko in 60&61. I served as an air policeman
I also did town patrol and must say I had (a) great time. I must say all the times
I put you guys into taxi and sent you and happy party back to the hill. I never
lost a dime for your fare. A couple days of clearing your head and you came
around to pay the taxi fare. I hope life has been good to you and your families.
Wishing you good health and long life

A/lc Billy J Reed (civi) Living anchorage, Alaska

2nd RSM Book

Guys, looking thru the FTVA Fallen Eagle list there was a mention of “James I
(Jim) Merrill who authored a book about the 2ndRSM, called ‘HEROS AND
OTHER ENLISTED MEN". I have checked all over for that book but no
results. Does anyone remember Jim or the book he was to have published?
Would like to read what he had to say bout the 2™ (RSM). Dan with all ur
connections to the FTVA, maybe you have an idea where it can be found. Tks

guys.

Paul Laffitte

Paul and all others,

Yep, the title of the book is "Heroes & Other Enlisted Men” by
James 1. Merrill published by Dorrance & Company, Inc of 828 Lancaster
Avenue, Bryn Mawr, PA 19010. The book was copyrighted in 1983 by Jim and
it's listed as ISBN 0-8059-2851-0. It has 171 pages and was given to me by his
daughter and son-in-law after he died on May 8, 2000. At the time they lived
at 1017 E Layton Drive in Olathe, KS 66061 which is right next to Kansas City
where 1 live. Their phone number was 913-829-2358. 1 checked on
Switchboard and they don't seem to be listed there anymore. They had several
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copies of her Dad's book and asked if I would like to have one and that's how I
obtained it.

In the book he specifically refers to Van, Lyle, Skip, Joe and Joe, Mac
and Mac, Ed, Harry, John, Jim, the Portugee, Bob, Al, Charlie, Schultz, Lou,
Lee, Chuck, Mo, Cliff, Sergeants Eddy, Williams and Smiley plus quite a few
others. He states in an authors note at the front of the book that he did not use
full names and in some cases the first names are not correct.

Bill Campbell

12'/6912th Website

I would like to have the website that commemorates the 12th and 6912th
RSM's (Landsberg, Landshut, Hof, Bingen) linked from your site. Our web
address is: http://www.6912th.org

I am the webmaster of that site, and was a member of the 6912th from 1956-
1959. 1 am about to send in my membership application to the FTVA.

SSGT Joe (Al) Thurston

((Ed Note: a link was added to the above site in our unit sites section
(http://www.ftva.org/links/unitlinks.html)))

Rimbach Vets Web site
Last Name: Miller
First Name: Glenn
Email: gamiller@rimbachvets.org

Comments: Can you add a link to the Rimbachvets Web site to your Unit
Related Links page? http:/www.rimbachvets.org The USAFSS tenant unit
underwent several identities before eventually becoming the 6913th SS just
prior to its move to Augsburg. Thanks.

Glenn Miller
SMSgt (ret)
Rimbachvets.org Webmaster

SS>S>S>S>>>>Re sponse<<<<<<<<<<<

Mr. Miller
I added a link to the site in our unit sites
(http://www.ftva.org/links/unitlinks.html) section

Bob Baert
FTVA Membership Chairman
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6985 ESS Web Site

Last Name: Idzik

First Name: Brian

Email: bjidzik@gci.net

Comments: I'd like you to consider adding following link to the

FTVA unit related links: 6985th ESS - http://6985ess.dyndns.org
((Ed Note: Above unit has been added to FTVA Link/ Dap))

VA Disability

Last Name: Anderson

First Name: Gary

Email: garyanderson9(@comcast.net

Comments: I just received notice from the VA that my request for disability has
been approved. My type Il diabetes was determined to be caused by exposure
to dioxins while stationed at NE Cape AFS on St. Lawrence Island, AK in
1964. I am still "corresponding” with them about hearing

FTVA sign In - Looking for info

Last Name: Luther
First Name: Brian
Email: brian.luther@lackland.af.mil

Comments: Current 1N4 (202XX). Assigned to Chicks, Ft Meade, Osan,
Davis-Monthan, Ft Bragg, and now HQ AIA. My Dad, Ralph Luther, was a
207X1 from 58-62 at Crete and Vanderberg. If anyone knows him, drop me a
line.

Old-timer Request

I was the first person assigned to a special project (RIRAK) in 1964 that has
evolved to the unit currently at Medina (Lackland Annex)...The unit
designation was the 6993rd Scty Sq as a part of USAFSS...Would you please
provide me with their current designation and mailing address? I would like
to communicate with the Commander of the unit...Thank you,

MSgt William B Wood (USAF, Retired)
2712 Barclay St

Hephzibah GA 30815-6491
706-790-7282 (H) - 706-833-0846 (C)
((Ed Note: Info passed to AIA/ Dap))

Looking for Trabzon Stories
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Last Name: Stover
First Name: Bill 'Smokey'
Email: wstover@smokeystover.com

Comments: Stationed at Trabzon 1962/63. 1 am writing a book which covers
my stay on 'Boztepe'. Would like to communicate with anyone who was 'there'
at that time. 'Trab' Alums should C/O merhabaturkey.com. Please make
contact to share your stories, photos, and experiences.

FTVA Sign In- 6925 RGM

Last Name: Ketchum
First Name: R Wayne
Email: swk@fhtm.us

Comments: I was a member of the 6925th RGM, 1955-1957, Good ol PI,
rotated to Brooks AFB, then reassigned to AFSCC-Kelly, 6937th Peshawar, to
USAFSS Kelly till 1962 - cross trained into Minuteman Missile Maintenance..
Retired Nov 1974. Now live close to Atlanta, GA we are in the ph book...
Former FTVA Board member Returns

Hi Freedom through Vigilance Association! I hope that all of you
are doing well. I was the Public Affairs Officer at AIA about 10 years ago,
and knew some of the members, but have not kept in touch, I doubt if many
remember me. My best regards to all.

My husband and I moved back to San Antonio from Washington
DC recently and he has opened San Antonio's first Turkish restaurant,
Turquoise Grill. We have hosted several reunions recently, including an
ASA reunion last Friday night and a Karamursel reunion about a month ago.
We have another Karamursel reunion group coming on Oct. 14. They have
all been very excited about having Turkish food again and seeing a belly
dancer!

I am sending you this email and information in case any of your
members are interested during their reunion. [ know you have lots of
activities already planned, but I thought that some who were stationed in
Turkey might like to get away during some free time and chow down on
Turkish food again. Our web site is
www.turquoisegrill.com<http://www.turquoisegrill.com/>. Thanks much,
and again, regards to all. Sincerely,

Martie Cenkci
Turquoise Grill
(210) 861-5005
Kadena AFB to Takhli Thailand

Last Name: Blanchard
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First Name: Wayne

Email: dadthegreat1233@yahoo.com

Comments: I was Station at Kadena AFB Okinawa in 1971-1972.Looking for
anyone who was TDY April 1972 to Takhli Thailand. Need help with my claim
with the VA. Anyone who can help please write to me. Need copy of orders to
there. I was in transportation. Grade was SGT.

8™ RRFS Phu Bai

Last Name: Gomez

First Name: Victor

Email: victoegomez9340@sbcglobal.net

Comments: [ was in 8tH RRFS Phu Bai from 1969 - 1970. I want to ask anyone
who was (there) during this time if they remember an incident where this
soldier snapped and started shooting at other soldiers who were exiting the
mess hall. If anyone (remembers) can you email and tell (me) approximately
what did occur. Thank you.

FTVA Sign In — September Newsletter Page 37-38

Last Name: Swett-West

First Name: Jennifer

Email: kermitjenn@yahoo.com
Country: USA

Comments: I just wanted to THANK the guys at FTVA for printing the
information about my grandfather MSGT. Jerry T. Swett. I also appreciate the
FTVA sending me a copy of the newsletter...I will be in touch with a photo of
my grandfather soon. Thank you again, Jennifer Swett-West

((Ed Note: Above was forwarded to Mike Gilkerson 6924 who provided
input to referenced article. We received following message from Mike/ dap))

Thanks for the feedback, Dan. We put together a one inch binder for
Jennifer and the family about her grandfather so she got the full treatment.
The last email I got from her was that her father..... The son of MSgt Swett may
attend our 2006 Reunion in Colorado Springs to meet some of the guys.

Pretty good outcome from a shot in the dark........ Appreciate all you
did for her too...
Regards.......... GIL (Mike Gilkerson)

FTVA Sign In - Misawa

Last Name: Dear

First Name: Jim

Email: Jimdear@safe-mail.net
Country: uUsS
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Comments: USAFSS 1964-68 Russian 203 crosstrained to 202, Indiana U.,64-
65, Goodfellow, 65-66, Misawa, 692 1st '66-June,'68 Flight Service Desk. What
a trip! Good times, good friends! I enjoy seeing that so many of us occasionally
check on the rest of us. May you all do well and be well!

FTVA sign In - March AFB

Last Name: Flott
First Name: Leslie
Email: leslieflott@msn.com

Comments: I serve in the 26RSM at March AFB, which became 6983 RSM in
1954 0r 1955. Lt. Col. Polivka was the CO; M/Sgt Myers was the First Shirt. I
also was at Kelly Field in San Antonio, with 6900 Security Command, HQ
Squadron, when it moved there.

Northeast Cape

Great site! Turns out these were the most fraternal people I've ever known.
Who would believe? Please include me on your Email list.

I am...Joseph C. "Joe" McHale AF13817928 trained/worked R29231
1964/1965 6980th Security Squadron Northeast Cape AFS Alaska (o Siberia?).
Became R79171 then R79170/T79170 and served 14 years SAC, TAC, ATC,
USSOUTHCOM, USAFSO, AAC, ALCOM, DINFOS, HQ COMMAND,
SAFOI, 8th AF Linebacker II, ARC LIGHT, and Cambodia/LLaos Mar-Aug
1973 (Feb 1974). Five years in reserves of USAF, US Army, and USN.
Retired disabled.

Live at Clearwater Florida at Tampa Bay area. MacDill AFB is short
distance at South end of Tampa. Lots of memories and miss the greener grass.
Write history and genealogy for hobby and my extended family. Don't publish
anymore. Great organization! Our successors will appreciate it more as time
goes on! Regards...

Joe McHale (ME) — JCPMchale@aol.com

FTVA Sign In — Fallen Eagle Comments

Last Name: Larrabee
First Name: Francis T (Ted)
Email: ted@gefa.ga.gov

Comments: It was great to look over the website and remember all the good
times and people. I was saddened to see all the "Fallen Eagles" who were
especially important in helping me be who I am today. They will dearly be
missed.

FTVA Sign In — Karamursel

Last Name: ozenc
First Name: Selma
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Email: hozenc45@hotmail.com

Country: Turkey

Comments: I have worked at Karamursel C.D.I., EES as customer service clerk
and Caribe & diamonds between 1963-1974. If anybody remembers me pls
write soon.

HAPPY N HOLIDAYS

FREEDOM THROUGH VIGILANCE
ASSOCIATION
P. O. Box 691616 - San Antonio, TX 782269-1616
VIGILANT PARTNERS 2005

GOLD PARTNERS

L-3 Communications (Greenville)

Security Service Federal Credit Union

Prop Wash Gang

Computer Science Corporation

SAIC
Air Force Federal Credit Union
Gary D. Belcher — First Comm, Inc.
Sierra Nevada Corporation

SILVER PARTNERS
Freedom Through Vigilance Association

Doyle Larson

“Picnic Partners”

Grover Jackson

Arrowhead Electric Service, Inc.
RUSS-ENG Translations Inc.

Sara B. Allen

BRONZE PARTNERS
Lockheed Martin Corporation
bd Systems, Inc. Centurion Group
Bob Cope
Donald Bundy
Fisher House, Inc.
Jerry McKenna — Sculptor
Grover McMakin
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6924 Heritage Association
CAC(I, Inc.
To The Penny Tax Services

PATRON PARTNERS
Command Technologies, Inc.
Daniel Cooler
Francis Sabourin
John H. (Jack) Riedel
Stanfield Systems, Inc.
William F. (Bill) Sheck
Chris Cook
Current as of 15 Sept 2005
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