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Dear FTVA Members, 
 Your association's board of directors continues its 
efforts to strengthen support to AIA people recognition 
programs and promote activities which highlight the 
organization's rich heritage of military service. I'm pleased to 
report that both individual membership and Vigilant Partner 
program participation are in solid shape, and the association's 
financial condition is strong.  

 In particular, I want to recognize the outstanding job Ron Haygood 
has done as the AIA Liaison to FTVA.  He will be retiring from active duty on 
31March 2006. Two of our lifetime members, Grover McMakin and Bill 
Ballard have stepped down from the board.  Ken Williams has taken over for 
Grover as the social committee chairman.  Bob Sherwood has taken over as 
the Hall of Honor selection committee chairman from Bill Ballard.  The FTVA 
board will host a dinner on 25 March to honor Grover and Bill for their long, 
outstanding support to FTVA.  They will both be missed. 
 In March, your association will lend its financial support to the 
AIA Annual Awards Week activities and we'll make a presentation about 
FTVA's mission and activities to participants from all parts of the AIA family. 
This event recognizes outstanding people from the ranks of AIA's officers, 
enlisted, and civilians. They'll participate in a series of briefings and panels 
that provide the “big picture” on AIA, and our presentation will describe the 
linkage between the agency and our association.  The FTVA will sponsor a 
luncheon for nominees on 7 March at La Margarita Restaurant.  
 We're in the initial stages of planning and coordination for this 
year's reunion, which will be conducted 28-30 September. This year we'll be 
playing golf at the Alsatian Country Club in Castroville, a few miles west of 
San Antonio. Full details on the reunion will be in the mail to you as soon as 
possible.  
 Elsewhere in this newsletter, you'll find an article soliciting Hall of 
Honor recommendations. Also, the pullout form used for submitting nominees 
is in the center of the newsletter. I strongly encourage each of you to consider 
all of the professionals you served with, what their contributions to the 
command mission were, and to nominate one or more of them whose 
performance meets the standards established for Hall of Honor membership.  
 One of the more enjoyable features in our association newsletters is 
the “war stories” and other remembrances our members have of significant 
events in our command's history. Our editor, Dan D'Apolito, is always on the 
lookout for items like this, and he's delighted to put your submissions into 
print. I'm sure virtually every one of us has a favorite recollection that others 
would enjoy reading, so send your “cards and letters” to Dap for future 
newsletters.            

President’s Corner 



Remain In Touch                                                                              March 2006  

2 

 For our many members in Central and South Texas, you'll be 
getting an invitation to our spring social, which will take place on 20 May.  
More information will be provided later.         Remain in touch,  
Bob Crabtree  
  HALL OF HONOR NOMINATIONS 
Fellow Members, 

The Hall of Honor Selection Committee is soliciting nominations of 
candidates for induction into the Freedom Through Vigilance Association’s 
Hall of Honor. The induction ceremony is a major element of the association’s 
reunion activities and is scheduled for Saturday morning, 30 September 2006, 
at Headquarters, Air Intelligence Agency. 

Since the creation of USAFSS as a major air command in 1948, 
members of USAFSS/ESC/AFIC/AIA, hereinafter referred to as the command, 
have been at war 24/7 as anonymous sentinels, engaged in combat with 
foreign enemies of the United States and its allies while conducting operations 
in the air as aircrew members, on the seas aboard U.S. naval ships, on the land 
masses of six of the earth’s continents and, with the assistance of technology, 
from deep space.  In no small measure, their contributions toward the 
preservation of our freedoms, though largely unheralded, have been vital to the 
continuance of our national security and our way of life.  The command has 
been blessed with an abundance of talented members who possessed the skill 
sets and intellectual capacity, coupled with unselfish dedication and 
commitment, to conquer whatever challenges they encountered – often while 
confronting significant adversity and at great personal sacrifice. 

The founders of the Freedom Through Vigilance Association created 
the Hall of Honor in 1983 to honor those individuals who served the command 
with great distinction and contributed immeasurably to successful mission 
accomplishment.  To date, 139 individuals have been inducted into the Hall of 
Honor.  They include former officer, enlisted and civilian personnel whose 
contributions as technicians, supervisors, planners, managers, and leaders 
extend from World War II through Desert Storm.  The Hall of Honor preserves 
the legacy of those who have gone before, highlights their deeds, and honors 
their contributions to the nation. 

We have all had the privilege of serving with individuals who are 
viable candidates for induction into the Hall of Honor.  This is an opportunity 
to nominate deserving individuals in an attempt to ensure they receive the 
recognition and lasting tribute they have earned.  The Selection Committee 
will review all eligible nominations and select individuals for induction into 
the Hall of Honor using eligibility criteria and procedures pursuant to the Hall 
of Honor Charter.  A copy of the charter is available in the newsletter and on 
the web page at http://www.ftva.org. 

Nominations must be received not later than 5 June 2006 and may be 
submitted either by mail or e-mail.  Nominations submitted by mail should be 
addressed to FTVA, Attn:  HOH Committee, P.O. Box 691616, San Antonio 
TX 78269-1616.  E-mail nominations should be addressed to myself at 
fly99rls@sbcglobal.net or to Bob Cope at rcope6@earthlink.net.  When 
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submitting nominations, please limit to one page, front and back, using the 
HOH Nomination Form in this newsletter or the form available on the website.  
Thank you and remain in touch. 
Bob Sherwood, Chairman 
Hall of Honor Program 
 
From the Membership Corner: 

It is membership renewal time again.  In December I sent out renewal 
notices to members who had not paid their 2006 annual dues.  Do you owe?  
The easiest way to tell is to check the mailing label on this newsletter.  If your 
name is followed by a “5”, you have not paid this year’s dues.  If your name is 
followed by a “5” and you recently mailed your dues they probably crossed 
paths in the mail.  It can take up to three weeks for mail to make it to me if it 
was sent to the FTVA PO Box. 

Unfortunately, if your 2006 dues are not paid by May, this will be the 
last newsletter we can mail you.  If you owe 2006 dues, please mail your dues 
to my home or:  Freedom Through Vigilance Association 

            P.O. Box 691616,  San Antonio, TX 78269-1616 
As a reminder to members who mail their dues directly to my house, I have 
moved.  My new address is: Freedom Through Vigilance Association  

   C/O Bob Baert 
   11727 Deer Oak Run,  
   San Antonio, TX 78254-2700 -Thank you, 

Bob Baert, 
Membership Chairman 
(info@ftva.org or membership@ftva.org) 
 
FTVA 2007 Calendars 
Based upon our success with the 2006 calendars, we are embarking on our 
2007 FTVA calendar.  This time, we are interested in items from all of you that 
typifies the spirit and strength of our command; local national support activity, 
sports activities (winning, of course), person-to-person relationships, etc. If you 
have items of general command interest, please send them in digital format to 
me at drhconsult@wireweb.net.  Please identify the unit(s) and people, if 
possible we’re also interested in "before and after" material; the command has 
gone through many changes in the past years; maybe our folks would 
appreciate seeing some of them.  We'd like to get a head start on the calendars, 
so please let me hear from you. 
Doug Holden  

 
 
 

                  FREEDOM THROUGH VIGILANCE ASSOCIATION 
                   Heritage Chapter 
                   P0 Box 2469 
       San Angelo, Texas, 76902 

FTVA Chapter News 
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    November 14, 2005 
 
Robert V. Crabtree 
President, Freedom Through Vigilance Association 
P.O. Box 691616 
San Antonio, TX 78269-1616 
 
Dear Mr. Crabtree, 
 On behalf of all the EC-47 crewmembers and support veterans who 
participated in the “Electric Goon” reunion events and dedication ceremony on 
27/2 8 October 2005 — THANK YOU! The commemorative plaques are 
extremely well crafted... especially noteworthy being the USAF Security 
Service emblem and the term “Silent Warriors” in the dedication text. Thank 
you for helping us design these plaques... and for sponsoring the cost of these 
displays. 
 The social on Thursday evening at the Goodfellow Club was very 
well attended. . . nearly one hundred guests joined in the story telling and 
sharing of great food and good drinks. On Friday, another large crowd 
attended the actual dedication of the EC-47, replicated aircraft tail #204, in 
front of the Goodfellow 17th Training Wing Norma Brown Headquarters 
building. During the ceremonies, guest speakers LtGen (R) Jim Clapper and 
CMSGT (R) Bob Sherwood, along with 17th TRW commander, Colonel Scott 
Bethel and Heritage Chapter vice-president, CMSgt (R) Tom Nurre lifted the 
velvet cloth unveiling the two dedication plaques. Again, a most fitting 
ceremony with noted EC-47 crewmembers doing the honors. We do not think 
it could have been any better. 
 Again, thank you for sponsoring the cost of the dedication plaques... 
for the excellent coverage in the NEWSLETTER... and the timely event 
announcements on the FTVA Web Page. We just could not have provided the 
same level of Heritage Chapter support to this Goodfellow AFB project 
without your monetary help, organizational encouragement, and the personal 
interest and participation of FT VA board members. We are in your debt. 
       Sincerely, 

 Wayne Bascom 
 President 
ALOHA CHAPTER NEWS 

          (December 2005) 
At 1230, on Thursday, December 22, 2005, President Ken Een presided over a 
somewhat raucous quarterly meeting of the FTVA Aloha Chapter at Chili’s 
Bar and Grill in Waikele, HI. Vice President Ken Hopkins and Secretary 
Dennis Rassmussen (Treasurer John Toillion was out of town) along with 
loyal FTVA members Al Teel and Dickie Hites were in attendance. After 
discussing recent FTVA events and personalities, such as the annual reunion 
and change of Association officers in San Antonio, we reviewed the status of 
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our chapter and exchanged ideas on improving involvement with members 
from the 324th IS. Each attendee was given a package of assorted non-
alcoholic candies for Christmas from Santa Claus. Next meeting is set for the 
third Thursday in February 2006 as a luncheon in Mililani. There being no 
further business, the meeting adjourned at 1:30p.m.  Respectfully Submitted, 
Dennis Rassmussen, Secretary 

 
 
 
 

 
Information in the form of letters, notes, fax, e-mail, or by phone is 
accepted as true and factual.  In order to include as much information as 
possible, some of it may be edited for brevity or may be delayed for later 
publication.  Publishing of any article or notice in this Newsletter does not 
assure accuracy or endorsement by the Association or Agency. 

 
 
 

The Association has learned of the following losses from caring 
relatives/friends and/or obituaries. We extend our prayers and sympathy to 
their loved ones. 
 
James Allen Ali, CMSgt, USAF-Ret, FTVA Lifetime Member 
David J. Allen, USAF-Ret, Ex-Husband of Alita S. Allen (FTVA Member) 
William B. Barnes, Col., USAF-Ret, FTVA Lifetime Member 
Norman R. Bowman, MSgt, FTVA Member 
James B. Cavan, Lt. Col., USAF-Ret, FTVA Lifetime Member 

 EDITOR’S DISCLAIMER 

FALLEN EAGLES 
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John Clapp, USAFSS, 1st RSM 
Brian Connors, Son of CMSgt (Ret) Henry Connors (FTVA Lifetime Member) 
Charles Thomas Cropper, MSgt, USAF-Ret 
Jack Danforth, USAFSS, 8th RSM Vet 
Bob Elkins, USAFSS, 2nd RSM Vet 
Robert R. Estabrook, USAFSS COMSEC Vet 
William Raymond Field, SMSgt, USAF-Ret, FTVA Member 
Otto E. Haenchen, Lt.Col, USAF-Ret/GS-Civ Ret, FTVA Member 
Odis Harmon, USAFSS, GS/Civ-Ret 
Max Edward Hawkes, CWO4, USAF/GS-Civ (Ret) 
Kenneth W. Holbert, Col., USAF-Ret 
Richard Linden Joslyn, Capt, USAF-Ret 
Margaret Kearns, Wife of Edward R. Kearns 
Francis “Frank” Kelley, USAFSS, 2nd RSM Vet 
Price Ketchum, USAFSS COMSEC Vet 
Robert M Lebling, USAFSS 2nd RSM Vet 
William Morris Lipham, MSgt, USAF-Ret – FTVA Member 
Robert L. Lusk, USAFSS, 2nd RSM 
Joseph G, Lynch, FTVA Member 
Bert H. Lynn, Lt. Col USAF-Ret  
Walter J. Mercer, Jr. USAFSS 
Nicholas “Nick” A. Messersmith, FTVA Member 
Robert (Bob) Mondell, USAFSS 2nd RSM 
Robert B. Paddi, MSgt, USAF-Ret, FTVA Lifetime Member 
Nancy P. Pahutka, wife of Raymond W. Pahutka, FTVA member 
Rosser L. Parker , SMSgt (?), USAF-Ret 
Ronald C. Puckett, Capt., USAF-Ret 
J.C. Richardson, GS-Civ (Ret)  
Rudolph (Rudy) P. Rockwell Jr. MSgt, USAF-Ret 
John Earl Rothrock Jr., Col, USAF-Ret 
Don Louis. Safley, Col, USAF-Ret 
Donald W. Steely USAFSS, 2nd RSM 
Clarence Albert “Bill” Stowell, MSgt USAF-Ret 
Avalyn Thompson, Wife of Ray M. Thompson (FTVA Member) 
Harold Tillman, MSgt, USAF-Ret 
Robert Van Pelt, USAF-Ret, FTVA Lifetime member  
Norman A. Welch, USAF- Ret 
 
John Clapp passed away 21 Aug 05.  He was stationed at Misawa with the 1st 
RSM from late 52 until Mar 54.  He returned to San Antonio until his 
discharge.  His home was Oneonta, NY. He was a 202XX.  His wife Ellen 
passed away several years ago.  He lived in Carson Homes in 51-52.  Several of 
us rode to Brookes in a car pool. // Vern Scott // 
************************************************************** 
Registering for my Dad, Norman A Welch, recently died from Agent Orange 
I was lucky to have all this time. To all who knew him, Thank You, he retired 
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with 28 years,127 missions in nam, 20 years overseas, where I grew up with 
many of you in .P.I. Taiwan, Turkey, Crete, Texas, Minot, Castle, Fairchild, 
We gave him a great military service, and he saw his sons retire Army 20 
years and USMC 22 years.// Douglas Welch - dajca5@yahoo.com, Oregon//              
**************************************************************
Dan, on 9 December 2005, I received a call from Boyd Mercer, eldest son of 
Walter J. Mercer, Jr.  Boyd informed me his father had passed away on 30 
July 2004.  Walt Mercer was an ELINTer...did a tour at Wakannai, '58-'60 and 
a tour in Berlin, '61-'64.  It was my very good fortune and honor to have 
served with Walt at the 6912th RSM in Berlin, '63-'64.  He was the senior 
ELINTer and Assistant NCOIC on Baker Trick.  Walt was one of the most 
knowledgeable ELINT operator's to ever don a pair of headsets.  He was larger 
than life and provided leadership, guidance, and direction to a host of "jeeps" 
early in our introduction to the Air Force.  I and many of my peer group give 
Walt Mercer a great deal of credit in starting us on successful Air Force career 
journeys.  Thank you Walt Mercer...may you rest in peace, mi amigo. 
Warmest regards// Darr King. //  
************************************************************** I 
received the following email from Kay Lusk regarding the passing of her 
husband Bob. Bob was a Morse code intercept operator while stationed in 
Darmstadt. //Bill Campbell // Bill & Friends, Robert L. Lusk passed over on 
1,9,06. Bob was very active in Military & Community Affaires. Burial will be 
in the new Military Cemetery in Allegheny Co. in April. All the Best to Each 
& Every One of You, // Kay Lusk // 
************************************************************** 
Received the following email regarding the passing of Bert H Lynn from his 
daughter Maureen Larson. //Bill Campbell- 2nd RSM// My father, Lt. Col. 
Bert H. Lynn, died on December 23, 2005.We  received your reunion 
information and wanted you to know that he should  be taken off your mailing 
list. Thank you //Maureen Larson//                                                                   I 
received a call today from Betty Steely informing me of the death of her 
husband Donald W Steely on 5/25/05.  Don was diagnosed with a brain tumor 
two years ago and had undergone surgery then.  He worked in the T/A section 
while stationed in Darmstadt. // Bill Campbell // 
************************************************************** 
Received the following email regarding the passing of Robert L Mondell. 
//Bill Campbell // Robert (Bob) Mondell from Naples FL and Miami died 
from leukemia in November.  He was in hospice for 4 months.  He was 
married to Becky for 50 years.  They met while he was stationed in Darmstadt.  
He was a car dealer and later a service director.  He played golf and basketball 
and also worked at the EM club while in Darmstadt With fondest regards. // 
Rebecca Mondell// 
**************************************************************I 
received a phone call recently that Robert P. Paddi passed away. Bob and I 
were room-mates in Darmstadt back in the 1968-69 time-frame. He was an 
admin type. Bob was an avid antique collector while in Germany and actually 
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made the Spokesman for his collection of over 800 beer steins. He also 
collected old grandmother/grandfather clocks. Bob retired as a MSgt probably 
around 1969 or 70. Worked for Carte Blanche credit card Company in 
Chicago after that. Last saw him in 1972 when he was best man at my 
wedding. Lost contact with him several years ago. I included my phone 
number in this year's Christmas card to him and a woman who now lives in his 
old house called and gave us the news. My wife and I will miss him. Happy 
New Year. // Ed Bendinelli // 
************************************************************** 

Dear Mr. Dapolito, My Husband (SMSgt, Ret) William R. 
Field, passed away on august 20, 2005, as a result of lung 
cancer. He spent most of his 26 years in the Air Force in 
Security service and served in Texas, North Africa, 
Washington, D.C., Ft Meade, Maryland and Hawaii. I also 
worked for Security Service in San Antonio (Carol Bray’s 
“shop’) and Hawaii. So we both met many fine people in 
that organization. I would appreciate publication of Bill’s 

death in your next FTVA Newsletter hoping some who knew him will be 
informed. Col Louie Miller, Jr., (who officiated in the service) was also in 
Security Service Personnel.  Sincerely // Norma P. Fields// 
**************************************************************T
o All Hands: Regrettably taps sounded on 25 Nov 2005 for Col John E. 
Rothrock, Jr. USAF Retired. // James Enney // John Rothrock's work on 
publicizing the Soviet doctrine of electronic combat in the mid-70s was, in my 
opinion, one (if not the main) factor in the USAF decision to rename and 
redefine the mission of USAFSS to what we knew as ESC.  He was one of the 
most intense (and brightest) people I ever encountered. RIP // Grover Jackson 
// I knew John in an earlier time, when was a Capt, maybe Maj, in the old 
XR/XP.  It was always a pleasure to work with him.  He had a wonderful 
combination of hard work and a great sense of humor - somewhat cynical at 
times - but always good. // Doug Holden // 
************************************************************** I 
received the following from relatives of (COMSEC) Veteran who served 
with Security Service, but never joined our group. I am including the 
information for anyone who may have served with (him). // Tony Lemons – 
USAF COMSEC VETERANS GROUP//PRICE KETCHUM: My mother 
and I found a letter in my father’s belongings about a reunion of his Air 
Force Unit in 2000 that he had saved. I just wanted to write and let you 
know that he passed away October 29, 2005 of leukemia. He talked of his 
experiences in the Air Force quite often but never mentioned any names. I 
just wanted to let anyone know who might have known him. He did have a 
few pictures if anyone is interested in getting copies I would be glad to e-
mail them to anyone just let me know, Most were taken in Germany. I have 
no idea who the other people were in the pictures and would like to find out 
who they were if you are interested Thanks. //Pam Mathis -This was received 
in an e-mail from Pam Mathis at mathis@netnitco.net.// 
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************************************************************** 
Received the following email this evening from Ron Rader regarding the 
passing of Bob Elkins.  Bob was with the 2nd RSM from 1953 to 1956 
serving the majority of his time with Detachment D in Berlin where he met his 
wife Elfi. // Bill Campbell // I have the very unfortunate task of telling you 
that, this morning in a call from John Alexander in Florida, I learned of the 
death of Bob Elkins.   John had no further details than that Bob passed away 
sometime last week.  This was a real shocker for me because not much longer 
ago than that I talked with him, we exchanged Christmas greetings, and 
everything seemed just fine.  He even thought that he recalled "Shadow" 
Lawton when I mentioned the name. I wrote and called several former Det 
D/Det 1 people and gave them this news.  Now he is dead.  All that John could 
learn was that he was standing in a stairway or stairwell and dropped dead.  It 
was most likely a stroke or a heart attack.  This certainly clouds any Happy 
New Year wishes, but I send my regards anyway. // Ron Rader // 
************************************************************** 
Received the following email from Barbara Kelly regarding the passing of her 
husband Francis (Frank) J Kelley. Frank was a c/w intercept operator who 
arrived in Darmstadt in 1956.   Prior to that he had served with the 3rd RSM in 
Alaska from 1954-1955. // Bill Campbell // Just recently received the info on 
subject reunion. Please be advised that Francis (Frank) passed away on August 
of ‘05. // Barb Kelley //  
************************************************************** 
Good Morning. My dad was a member of the FTVA and was assigned to the 
old time security service. It was his wish that I contact you and provide 
information upon his death. I have attached the obituary information that was 
used in San Antonio and D.C. newspapers for your use. Anyone who has any  
questions can contact me at this e-mail address (MHaenchen@aol.com)  
Thank you for your help and your service to the nation respectively// Mike 

H….//Lt. Colonel Otto E. Haenchen, USAF Retired, died 
of heart failure on  
December 10, 2005 in San Antonio, Texas. Born in 1924 at 
Garfield, NJ, and a resident of Saddle River Township, NJ 
he graduated from Eastside High School in Patterson, NJ in 
1942, enlisted in the Army Air Corps in 1943 and 
completed Pilot Training in 1944. His Air Force career 
combined training as a Communications Officer and 
Intelligence Officer and included flying single engine 
fighter (P51), cargo and passenger planes, and the largest 

cargo plane in the world, the six engine XC99, (1955).  He was awarded the 
USAF’s highest aeronautical rating of Command Pilot, with over 3000 flying 
hours in 1962, and he retired from the Air Force in 1965.  His last USAF 
assignment was at the Headquarters USAF Security Service in San Antonio, 
Texas as a Communications Intelligence Officer.  In this capacity, he 
commanded intelligence organizations in Germany and Korea.  Following this, 
he continued his USAF service as a civilian from 1966 to 1974, when he 
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transferred to The National Security Agency, where he served as a Cryptologic 
Staff Officer, and from which he retired in 1991, after 47 years of government 
service. While in Pilot Training in Waco, Texas, in 1944, he met his bride of 
61 years, Annie Tondera Haenchen, of Waco, Texas, to whom he was married 
in 1944, immediately following his graduation and commissioning as Second 
Lieutenant.  She devoted herself to her husband and their two sons, Col. 
Michael Haenchen, USAF Retired, an electrical engineer, residing in San 
Antonio, TX and Major M. S. "Frost" Haenchen, USA, an attorney, residing in 
Houston, TX and Kerrville, TX. Memorials may be sent to the National 
Cryptologic Museum Foundation (where his USAF uniform is displayed), P.O. 
Box 1682, Ft. George G. Meade, MD 20755-9998.  //Obit// 
**************************************************************h
e widow of Joseph G. Lynch asked me to notify you to cancel his 
membership and to discontinue sending the newsletter. His mailing address 
was: 14102 LAKE SCENE TRAIL, HOUSTON TX  77059 Thank you. // Cyd 
Bunche, Executive Assistant to Carol Havemann Lynch/ / 
************************************************************** 

CAPTAIN RICHARD LINDEN JOSLYN, 54, died Monday, 
May 30, 2005, at Emerald-Hodgson Hospital, Sewanee, Tenn. 
Born in LaPorte, Ind., he retired in 1992 as a Captain in the U.S. 
Air Force with 22 years of service. He was currently employed 
with Northrop Grumman as a project manager. He was a graduate 
of Westville High School, in 1969, Westville. He received his 
Bachelors at the University of Maryland, in 1980 and Masters at 

Indiana Weslyn, in 2003. He was a member of Church of Christ. // Obit // One 
of the folks I'd been trying to get in contact with since I returned from my 
hospital sojourn was Dick Joslyn. A fellow mustang and former linguist. He 
was a friend, former neighbor and brother in Christ. Dick flew RJ in the Med 
(I believe) as a "special Arabic" or Arabic linguist and in the Far East (as I 
recall) as a zip //Axel Anaruk // Dick Joslyn also flew RC-135s from Kadena 
AB, Okinawa, and Hellenikon AB, Greece. He wasn’t a Zip but was a Chinese 
linguist.// Bob Cope // 
**************************************************************
Robert Van Pelt passed away January 29, 2006. Mr. Van Pelt was born 
09/13/1927 in Archer, Nebraska, and was raised in Aurora, Nebraska, where 
he attended public schools and was a member of Aurora High School's 
graduating class of 1945. Mr. Van Pelt retired from military service after a 
career with various intelligence organizations of the Department of Defense. 
Following retirement from the Air Force, he was employed as an insurance 
investigator with Retail Credit Company, a property tax administrator with the 
South San Antonio and the Southside Independent School Districts in San 
Antonio, Texas. He was an appointed member of the Appraisal Review Board 
with the Bexar County Appraisal District in San Antonio. Mr. Van Pelt was a 
member of the Veterans of Foreign Wars and American Legion in Aurora, 
Nebraska. He was a member of Harlandale Masonic Lodge #1213 AF&AM, 
San Antonio, Texas, 32nd Degree with the Cheyenne Consistory, Cheyenne, 
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Wyoming, and El Karubah Shrine, Shreveport, Louisiana, where he was active 
with the parade unit. He was a member of the National Army Security Agency 
Association, a Life Member of the Air Force Security Service/Air Intelligence 
Agency Alumni Association, and a Life Member of the San Antonio Livestock 
Show and Rodeo Association, where he was active with the Ambassador 
Committee. // Obit // 
************************************************************** 

Brian Connors, born October 17, 1960, passed away 
January 9, 2006, at the age of 45. He was an 
accomplished artist. Brian gave generously to others. 
He had both quick wit and deep reflection about life. 
Those of us who shared his life will miss his best 
attributes and reluctantly surrender him to God. 
Survivors include his parents, Henry and Theresa 
Connors.  //Obit // 

**************************************************************            
Odis Harmon entered this life on June 6, 1915 in a small house in 
Pushmataha County Oklahoma. He was a quiet, brave member of 
this country's Greatest Generation. The events of his life include 
many of our nation's most historic milestones. Just eight years 
prior to his birth, Pushmataha County was still part of Indian 
Territory. Through his adult years Odis remained a proud member 

of the Creek Tribe and a faithful subscriber and contributor to the Muscogee 
Tribal Newspaper. With brother Ed and sister Opal, Odis helped his parents 
eke a living from their rural Oklahoma farm. Odis lost a sister and uncle in the 
flu epidemic of 1918. Just a boy when the flu struck, Odis remembered the 
extreme sadness of those funerals throughout his life. The Great Depression 
was a fact of everyday life for the Harmons. Relief from poverty and near 
starvation came to rural America in the Civilian Conservation Corps, a major 
force in the shaping of Odis' life. Odis and thousands of young men from the 
farms of Oklahoma learned life skills and built our nation's parks. From his 
substantial salary of $30 a month, Odis sent $25 home to his parents. A dutiful 
son, he was the sole supporter of his parents at the age of 22. Odis landed a job 
at Brooks Air Force base in San Antonio, Texas. Odis and his buddies were 
fishing on Cibolo Creek when he heard the news about Pearl Harbor on the 
radio. Odis spent WWII in the frozen wilds of Alaska, a long way from the 
piney woods of Oklahoma. In later years he often reflected on his impressions 
of lonely, beautiful Alaska. Finally out of the service, Odis returned to San 
Antonio, bought a car and married his beautiful secretary, Lou Ella. They 
started their family and didn't stop until they had a son. They raised five 
children in Alamo Heights on one government paycheck - his greatest 
challenge to be sure. Odis and Lou Ella were married 55 years a truly long 
journey together. Their wedding was the first ever at Christ Lutheran Church 
where Odis volunteered for many offices over his lifetime. Odis was deeply 
saddened when he could no longer attend services with his "Dear Heart", Lou 
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Ella. Odis enjoyed his retirement after forty years of service with the US Air 
Force Civil Service. In addition to traveling, he volunteered for Meals on 
Wheels and the Christian Assistance Ministry.// Obit // Dan. Odis was the 
senior civilian in USAFSS Budget. // Jim Youngson // 
**************************************************************      
Kenneth W. Holbert, beloved husband, father, grandfather, and friend, 
passed away on November 28, 2005. Ken was born in New York City, N.Y., 
on June 9, 1917. He attended High School in Hastings-on-Hudson, N.Y., and 
graduated from the University of Virginia in 1939. A career regular USAF 
Officer, Colonel Holbert was commissioned following Flight Training, in 
October 1941. As a Combat Pilot in World War II, he rose in rank from 2nd Lt. 
to Lt. Col. By wars end. His numerous decorations included 2 Distinguished 
flying crosses, 7 Air Medals, Joint Service Commendations Medal, 2 Air 
Force Commendations medals, the French Croix De Guerre w/Palm, Honorary 
Uruguayan Air Force Wings and numerous campaign Medals. As a WWII 
Group Commander, he led a group that was awarded two distinguished unit 
citations for action in combat. His distinguished career ended with assignment 
as Chief of Staff of a major USAF Command. He was also a proud member of 
the Order of Daedalians, an organization of Military Pilots. In retirement, Ken 
served seven years with the Texas Department of Human Resources after 
which he retired to Horseshoe Bay, Tex., later moving to Meadowlakes in 
Marble Falls, Tex. He served as President of the Horseshoe Bay Property 
Owner's Association and was very active in the Hill Country Community 
Theatre which he helped to start. He was an avid golfer and sports enthusiast. 
Among his friends and family, Ken was appreciated for his sense of humor, 
joy for life, generosity, and compassion. He will be missed. // Obit // Don't 
know if any FTVA folks knew Col. Holbert but he was in security 
service/ESC/AIA for many years and he was my commander (TUSLOG Det 
3) when I was in Karamursel, Turkey.  He was a good guy; the perfect 
gentleman...He was living in Marble Falls and passed away yesterday. Some 
FTVA members should remember him.  Hope this email gets some 
distribution. Thank you, // Charles "Buzz" Hundley, MSGT, USAF (Ret)/ /   
************************************************************** 
Nancy P. Pahutka age 77, passed away Sunday, November 20, 2005 in 
Houston. Nancy and her husband, Raymond were members of Holy Spirit 
Catholic Church for many years. // Obit // Dan, Ray Pahutka is a member of 
FTVA & was in USAFSS in the 60s -- retired as Lt Col, I think. // Jim 
Youngson // 
************************************************************** 
Received telephone call from a young lady who stated her father, James 
Cavan, Lt Col passed away on 08 Dec 2005. She received the newsletter today 
and requested he be removed from list. Checked and he is a lifetime member 
James B. Cavan. // Dan Dapolito // 
************************************************************** 
Hello Dan; I thought it appropriate to advise you of the April 2005 death of a 
former UFAFSS member Jack Danforth of Powhatten Point, Ohio.  Jack and 
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I served as an intercept operators with the 8th Radio Squadron Mobile on 
Adak during 1951-1952.  After leaving the service in 1956, Jack became a 
Industrial Engineer in Ohio.  Although he was not a member of the FTVA he 
and I were making plans to attend the 2006 FTVA reunion. // “F.C." Cox // 
************************************************************** 

Regret to inform everyone that Chief James “Jim” Ali passed 
away on November 24th, 2005.  Jim entered service in 1945 and 
served as an airborne radio operator for aircraft such as B-17’s, B-
29’s, B-36’s, and C-47’s.  His career in intelligence began in 1957 
when he began his work with USAFSS, which later included a 
stint with ARDF operations in Nha Trang AB, Vietnam.  Jim 

retired in 1974, after more than 27 years of service.  Jim established the 
Goodfellow Retiree Affairs Office in 1979 and served as its Chief for nearly 
20 years.  Most people know him here for cheerfully handing out prescriptions 
at the clinic.  Jim served as Secretary/Treasurer of the Heritage Chapter 
continuously since 1994.  He was nominated twice by the Heritage Chapter for 
consideration on the FTVA Hall of Honor.  Jim Ali was one of a kind.  
USAFSS owes much of its success in new ground and airborne operations 
directly to Chief Ali’s unlimited abilities and untiring selfless dedication.  His 
obituary follows: Retired Chief Master Sgt. James Allen Ali, known 
affectionately as “Jim,” went to be with the Lord above on Thursday, Nov. 
24, 2005, at the age of 77.  Jim was born on Aug. 18, 1928, in 
Massachusetts. He joined the Army Air Corps when he was 17, on June 19, 
1946, and married Dorothy Anne Wentworth on June 20, 1949.  Jim was 
stationed in many Air Force Bases all over the world, including bases in 
Greece, Japan, Korea and Vietnam. He was a radio operator in several types 
of bombers during the Korean and Vietnam Wars. Jim earned several 
medals, including the Purple Heart, the World War II Victory Medal and 
Meritorious Service Medal during his career in the Air Force. He learned 
several foreign languages and worked his way up to chief master sergeant. 
He was assigned to Goodfellow Air Force Base several times and decided to 
retire in San Angelo in 1974 after 27 years. After retiring from the Air 
Force, he earned his bachelor’s and master’s degrees from Angelo State 
University. Jim and Anne raised four children and were very involved in 
local Masonic Lodges, the Suez Shrine Temple and Eastern Star. He was a 
Scottish and York Rite Mason. Jim was at every Shrine Circus here every 
year and loved to hand out tootsie rolls or lollipops to kids as they came to 
watch the show. He started the Concho Valley Chapter Order of DeMolay 
and was affectionately called “Chapter Dad” for 10 years. Jim was also the 
“Chief” at the Goodfellow Retiree Affairs Office for many years and was a 
volunteer at the clinic pharmacy. He was best friends with Sam Lewis and 
loved to help set up armadillo races and chili cookoffs around this great 
country. Jim had many friends and a positive attitude. Jim had a heart as big 
as Texas and was a positive role model. He will definitely be missed by all his 
family and friends. Honorary pallbearers for the service will be the Suez 
Shrine Greeters. The family requests donations be made to the Shriners 
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Hospital or the Suez Children’s Hospital. 
************************************************************** 
FYI: I received the following e-mail from the daughter of Robert Estabrook 
informing me of his passing.  Bob and his wife attended two of our earlier 
reunions but he was unable to attend the recent ones because he was taking 
care of his wife who was unable to get around. Bob was one of the early 
COMSECers as a member of the Radio Security Detachments.  I had the 
pleasure of visiting with Bob and his wife at my home here on one of his trips 
to Tampa a few years back. A fine gentleman and he will be missed. // Tony 
Lemons // Dear Tony, I am sorry to inform you that my father, Robert R.  
Estabrook, died on August 26, 2005. He was 83. He had Chronic 
Lymphocytic Leukemia which he was dealing with but then he was diagnosed 
with Viral Meningitis which he could not fight off. His wife, Olivia, of 57 
years, is now living with my sister, but is in poor health. I know he looked 
forward to the reunions and tried to make as many as he could. Thank you for 
your service to our country and may God Bless You. PS: He was proud of his 
granddaughter, Michelle Estabrook, who is now in the Marines serving in Iraq. 
// Audrey Estabrook // 
**************************************************************  

Larry, I was just advised of the passing of Max Hawkes.  I 
am not sure if you knew him, but he spent a lot of time at 
Chicksands and married a local girl from Hitchen.  He was 
part of the group that came over from the 2nd, I think he 
was a T/Sgt at the time and was given a direct commission 
to W/O in 51.  His wife, Rita, passed on only a month 
earlier. // George Montague // Hi Dan, in the obituary it 
only says that the memorial service is private that is not 

what I asked to have put in the paper they just got it incorrect.  He was 
cremated so his ashes and my mom's ashes were joined at Arlington National 
Cemetery on 23 December 05.  I would love to have a copy of the newsletter 
as would my brothers I will send you their addresses if it’s not too much 
trouble to do that. // Sharon (Hawkes) //Chief Warrant Officer 4 Max 
Edward Hawkes of Odenton died of natural causes Nov 9 at Chesapeake 
FutureCare. He was 83. He was born Oct. 6, 1922 in Paducah, KY., and lived 
in many places during his military career and before living in Odenton. Chief 
Hawkes served in the Air Force for 22 ½ years. He worked for the National 
Security Agency for 20 years and was a cryptologic staff officer. Chief 
Hawkes enjoyed gardening, fishing and college sports.//Obit / 
**************************************************************
Dan: Peg Bowman called me on 31 Dec 2005 to say that Norman R. 
Bowman, MSgt-retired, Chinese linguist, had passed away from a heart attack 
that day.  I had known Norm since the early 1960’s at Shu Linkou Taiwan. He 
headed up the earliest writing of 20351 OJT and testing plans there.  Its 
popularity quickly spread throughout the Far East.  He was involved in the 
mid-1950s with Operation Rice Bowl, airborne operation dropping its take at 
Pyaeng-Yang Do (island off the West coast of Korea just under the DMZ).  
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Norm retired out of NSA in 1970s and went to work for Montgomery Ward in 
Maryland for 19 years.  In full retirement, he gardened, drank coffee with 
friends, read a lot, and traveled to Texas among various destinations.  He 
didn’t blow his own horn--he just did things well. I found him quick-witted, 
outgoing, and a great idea guy.  We who knew him will miss him. //Hank 
Conners // 
**************************************************************  

Hi Dan, I am sure that you have probably already received notice 
of the passing of William “Bill” Lipham, but it just occurred to 
me that I should make certain that all of his friends are notified 
so it is my sad duty to pass this on. I am attaching a copy of his 
obituary. He died on December 31, 2005, after fighting colon 

cancer for at least 5 years. He thought that he had won the battle, but 
obviously, he lost the war. // Joe Mullican // Retired Air Force Master Sgt. 
William Morris Lipham, 73, of Arnold, died of cancer, Dec. 31, at his home 
after a five-year illness. Sgt. Lipham was born May 29, 1932, in Cullman, 
Ala., reared in LaGrange, Ga., and resided in Heard County, Ga. He entered 
the Air Force June 2, 1949, After basic training at Lackland Air Force Base in 
Texas, he was assigned to duty stations in Biloxi, Miss.; San Antonio, Texas; 
and Germany, Libya, England, Scotland, Italy, Taiwan, the Island of Crete and 
Fort Meade. His last assignment was with the 6970th Air Base Group with the 
Air Force Security Service. He received the Joint Service Commendation 
Medal from the National Security Agency, the Air Force Commendation 
Medal, the Air Force Longevity Service Award with five Oak Leaf Clusters 
and the Good Conduct Medal with three Oak Leaf Clusters. He earned a 
Bachelor of Science degree from the School of Business at the University of 
Baltimore in 1978 and was a member of Delta Mu Delta, the national honor 
society in business administration. He retired July 1, 1975, after working as a 
radio communications analysis superintendent. A 32nd degree Mason, he was 
a member of the Scottish Rite, the Elks, the Veterans of Foreign Wars and the 
American Legion. His interests included genealogy, stamp collecting and 
reading. / / Obit // 

************************************************************** 
Beloved husband and father Charles Thomas Cropper passed away, 
December 13,2005 at the age of 67.Mr Cropper was an active member of 
several organizations including: The Southcentral Lions Club, Scout Master 
for Troop 250 for 10 years, The First Presbyterian Church in Pleasanton, TX, 
he also retired from the United states air Force after 20 years of service. 
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//Obit// Dan, Charlie was a young Airman when he worked for me in 1960 in 
Data Automation at USAFSS. I think he retired as a MSgt. // JimYoungston// 
**************************************************************J
.C. Richardson beloved husband and father passed away February 14, 2006 at 
the age of 83. He was born on May 24, 1922 in Harpers Valley, OK. J.C. was 
a proud Navy Veteran serving in World War II. // Obit // Hi DAP, JC 
Richardson, retired civilian USAFSS/ESC, 14 February 2006. JC was one of 
the unheralded COMSEC engineers.  He was a quiet, but dedicated man - a 
man you could always count on to do the job right, but without the honors he 
richly deserved. // Doug Holden // 
************************************************************** 
Received notification from Dolores Parker that her husband Rosser L Parker 
passed away in October of 2004.  According to my records Ross worked in the   
voice section while in Darmstadt.// Bill Campbell // Ross also had assignments 
at NSA where he retired. //Dap // 
************************************************************** 
Bonney Lebling called today to inform me that her husband Robert M 
Lebling had passed away from esophageal cancer on May 4, 2005.  Bob was a 
c/w intercept operator at the 2nd RSM. // Bill Campbell //               

Following a long valiant fight against multiple illnesses 
Margaret Kearns died and went to meet her Lord on 
January 9, 2006 at the age of 69. Margaret, who was as 
beautiful on the inside as she was on the outside, 
created many hundreds of dolls and Old World Santa's 
throughout her lifetime. Her other passions were oil and 
pastel painting, decorating and tending to the welfare of 
those around her. She went through life constantly 
concerned about the well being of others. Surely 

Heaven became a better place when she arrived. She is survived by her 
husband of 44 years, Edward R. Kearns. // Obit //Dan- this lady's husband, Ed 
Kearns, was an NCO in HQ USAFSS Data Automation & Management 
Analysis in the '60s. He also was stationed at 6920th in Hawaii. Later he was a 
VP at SACU. // Jim Youngson// 
************************************************************** 
Received a short note from Peggy Messersmith that her husband, Nicholas 
(Nick) A. Messersmith (FTVA Member) died in December of 2004.// Got a 
note from Aleta Allen that her ex-husband David J. Allen died on October 
25th, 2005.  He was a Russian Linguist serving in Europe and CONUS.// 
David J. Allen, 50, of 90 Partridge Hill Rd., died Tuesday, October 25, 2005 
in University Commons, Worcester (MA) after a long and courageous battle 
with brain cancer and melanoma. He was born and raised in Chariton and 
graduated in 1973 from Chariton High School, David then entered into a 
career spanning 20 years with the U.S. Air Force 1973-1993; his major 
assignments were as a linguist in Russian and served stateside and in Europe. 
David then worked for, system contractors and later as a manager in the 
restaurant field. /// Obit // Got a note from M.G. (Andy Anderson) including  
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the Obit on Col. Don L. Safley passing away on Oct 4th, 2005.  
He was DCS/Logistics for European Security Region 1963-66 
and   DCS/Logistics for HQ USAFSS 1966-68 and 
DCS/Logistics.  //.Bob Baert // Don Louis Safley a long-time 
Austin resident; passed away on Tuesday, October 4, 2005, at 
his borne on Torn Canyon Road. He was 87. In 1940, he joined 
the Army Air Corp Cadet Program and graduated as a 2nd 
Lieutenant with his flying wings in Class 41-F at Brooks Field, 
San Antonio, Tex. Don served in a variety of flying and staff 
billets that took him around the world with assignments in 

Germany, Japan, Hawaii, and throughout the United States. In 1967 he earned 
BA in Business Administration from the University of Maryland. Colonel Don 
Safley retired from the Air Force in 1968 and joined the Rexall Drug and 
Chemical Company in Los. Angeles, California. In 1975, he became the 
President and CEO of Fiberfil Corporation in Evansville, Indiana. In 1983, 
Don retired from private industry and joined the Continuing Education 
Department of the University of Texas. Soon after, he left the world of 
academe, became the President of SCORE - the Senior Corps of Retired 
Executives - and golf became his passion. //Obit // 
************************************************************** 
Dan, many thanks for checking... I can always count on you! I've added you 
back to the 6910th list. Since you've been off the list, perhaps you do not know 
that I lost my wife, Avalyn, to cancer last August.  We had 45 great years 
together, but I miss her. Merry Christmas! //RAY M. THOMPSON // 

************************************************************** 
Colonel "Bud" Barnes passed away February 22, 2006, after several years of 
declining health.  He was a long time USAFSS veteran and Hall of Honor 
member, who commanded the 6917th SG, San Vito, Italy; 6918th SG, Fuchu, 
Japan; 6947 SS, Key West, Florida; and the 6987 SG, Shu Lin Kou, Taiwan.  
He was the USAFSS Inspector General when he retired.  His wife, Anne, 
remains at 18 Cheshire Court, San Antonio, TX 78218; ph: (210) 821-3778. 
//Bob Cope // Colonel William B. Barnes, USAF (retired), was born in Bly, 
OK on October 20, 1921 and passed February 22, 2006 in Austin, TX. Col. 
Barnes was a 33 year career Air Force officer and retired from active duty in 
1976. During Col. Barnes' career, he received numerous commendations and 
medals including the Distinguished Flying Cross. He was awarded the "DFC" 
while flying as lead pilot on 27 combat missions during WWII. Col. Wm. 
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Barnes' tours of duty included commands in Japan, Taiwan and Italy. // Obit // 
**************************************************************       
Ronald C. Puckett entered into rest February 23, 2006 in San Antonio at the 
age of 73. He was born October 8, 1932 in Schoolfield, VA. Ron served with 
the United States Air Force, which began over 30 yrs. ago with assignments 
being in Little Rock, Ark., Baggio Air Station, Philippines, Goodfellow AFB, 
TX., Udorn, Thailand, Maxwell AFB, Ala., with his last assignment at Kelly 
AFB, San Antonio, TX in 1978 where he was serving with the Security 
Service in the Classified Intelligence Dept. He was awarded numerous awards 
throughout his career with the most distinguished being The Vietnam Service 
Medal with 2 bronze service stars and the Air Force Commendation Medal 
with 3 oak leaf clusters. The Air Force Commendation Medal with 3 oak leak 
clusters was awarded 4 times based on his individual performance. Ron's 
second career was a real estate broker with Keller Williams Realty 
specializing in Commercial and Farm & Ranch. He will be greatly missed by 
all his colleagues who came to Ron for much needed advice on any real estate 
issue and was always very gracious to help. // Obit // Hi Dap, A very dear 
friend of mine has passed away and you may remember him as well.  He 
worked here for many years in my Real Estate office at Keller Williams 
Realty. His name is Ron Puckett, do you remember him??  He worked 
command post back in the old days, and was prior enlisted.  I believe he 
retired as a Captain.  I think he had many tours overseas and as I recall 
possibly SSO job or something like that down at Maxwell many years ago. I 
just found out about this early this morning here at my office.  He had 
bronchitis a few days ago and they thought he was getting better and then he 
just had cardiac arrest and passed away.  I don't know details yet.  So sad. . 
//Ron Bonner // It is with a great deal of sadness that I must relay the news of 
the passing of Captain Ron Puckett.  Capt Puckett and I were stationed at the 
6924th Scty Sq, 1973-1974, where he was Baker Flight Commander.  As his 
S&W Supe, he and I worked as a team, became very close on a professional 
level, and I came to like him very much. He was a good man and a fine officer 
who led his troops with a firm dignity. They respected him very much. Thank 
you very much. //Wayne Babb// 
**************************************************************  
MSgt Harold Tillman, USAF (Ret), Age 71 (born August 7, 1934), a native 
and lifelong resident of the Vernant Park Community (Magnolia Springs), 
passed away on Thursday, February 16. MSgt. Tillman was a lifelong member 
of Vernant Park Baptist Church, where he served as the Sunday School 
General Secretary. He was also active in such positions as Trustee, Chairman 
of Trustees, interim Music Director, Sunday School Teacher of young adults, 
and Sunday School Director. In addition, he served as the Cemetery Manager. 
MSgt Tillman’s Duty assignments Included Alaska, Japan, Korea, England, 
Germany, Pakistan, and Italy, serving as an Operator, Controller, and 
Communications intelligence Supervisor. His CONUS Assignments included, 
Instructor in the Radio Operators Course at Keesler AFB, Biloxi, Mississippi, 
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and Course and Curricuiar Writer for his specialty, at Goodfellow AFB, San 
Angelo, Texas. //Obit submitted by Kent Haaven//  
**************************************************************
Hi Dap, another one of my pals has passed on to God’s Kingdom in Heaven, 
MSgt C.A. Bill Stowell. Obit enclosed written by his daughter, Cathy 
Johnston. You honored her request in the newsletter of Sep’ 04, in which she 
requested a contact be made, if possible, between General Klocko and her 
dad. My wife and I visited Bill in his home in Lompoc, CA on June ’04. The 
dementia was obvious at that time. We have had a long friendship with Bill 
and Penny Stowell and have some fond memories. We just met in late 1953 or 
early 1954 in San Antonio shortly after I came into USAFSS from ADC. Dap; 
I know you may have to edit the obit, so do what you must. //John W. 
Caldwell // Our Dad, Clarence Albert “Bill” Stowell Jr., 81, passed away on 
10 January 2006 from pneumonia and congestive heart failure. He was born 15 
July 1924 in Chicago, IL to Clarence Sr. and Julia Ann (Brown) Stowell.  Dad 
entered the Army Air Corps on 28 February 1943 at Ft. Macarthur, CA. 
During World War II, he was assigned to the 15th Air Force, 449th Bomb 
Group, 716th Squadron, Grottaglie, Italy where he was an Engineer & Turret 
Gunner on a B-24 Liberator. After 26 years of military service, he retired 31 
August 1965 from Vandenberg AFB.//Obit// 
 
Special Request 
 
Dap,  
 I recently heard from Joan Rockwell that her husband, Rudolph 
(Rudy) P Rockwell Jr, a long time member of the USAFSS/ESC, died in a 
veterans hospital in Gainesville, Florida, during December of 2000. He is 
also buried there in a national cemetery. According to his wife, Rudy had 
several on going medical problems (he was diabetic and had heart problems) 
which ultimately contributed to his death. They have five children of which 
four are from a previous marriage in Scotland. The youngest son is in the Air 
Force and is currently station in England. Rudy spent twenty years in the Air 
Force (1953-1973) and retired as a MSgt. After the Air Force, he went back 
to college, got a degree and spent the next few years teaching school at this 
wife's home town, London, Ontario, Canada. Health problems, though, later 
forced him to retire again.  
 Comment: Rudy and I went through basic training at Parks AFB, 
CA (close to San Francisco). He originally was from Pasadena, CA, so basic 
was almost in his back yard. After Parks, it was off to radio school at 
Keesler, Biloxi, MS., then to our first Security Service assignment at 
Kirknewton, Scotland. Even though we were never stationed together, after 
Kirknewton, I would occasionally see him during our travels around the 
command. I know he had assignments at NSA, Wakkanai, Japan, 
Goodfellow, and Peshawar, Pakistan. His wife also said they married during 
1969 and that he was out of command and stationed at Ft. Belvoir, VA., at 
the time of his Air Force retirement. 
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 Rudy was a good friend and a very talented guy. I was certainly 
saddened to find out he had died. He contributed significantly to the Air 
Force and to the USAFSS/ESC mission effort. Recommend his name be 
included in the Fallen Eagle's section of the FTVA Newsletter. A info copy 
of this will also be sent to the Kirknewton Alum Association. Thanks Dap, 
 
Don Ritter, USAFSS/ESC (Ret) 
 
 
 

Commander sends holiday message 
By Maj. Gen. Craig Koziol - Air Intelligence Agency commander 

       By the time you get to read this, hopefully you're not tired of hearing 
the festive echo of "Happy Holidays!" Ginny and I are enjoying our first 
holiday season in San Antonio. Not only is the weather a bit warmer than 
Offutt Air Force Base, Neb., but all of you throughout the Air Intelligence 
Agency enterprise have impressed us with your hospitality, professionalism 
and dedication to duty.  

AIA is a fantastic organization - an organization comprised of 
second-to-none military, civilians and retirees who make sure the right 
information is getting to the warfighter at the right time. The seamless blend 
between operations, maintenance, communications, support, community and 
family life ensures our mission is accomplished. This proven and established 
relationship will no doubt continue and you are the reason why this 
organization is so respected by our fellow warfighters and the national 
intelligence community.  

 Along with my holiday salutations, I want to thank each of you for 
your hard work, service and dedication to making America's military better 
and stronger. You showed your compassion for your fellow Americans by 
working more than 5,000 hours aiding victims of hurricanes Katrina and Rita. 
And you showed your support for your fellow Airmen deployed this holiday 
by sending care packages during Operation Warmheart and Project Happy 
Holidays. These displays of service, excellence and integrity are not only our 
Air Force core values, but also the spirit of this special winter season. I could 
go on to list hundreds of accomplishments you have made this past year - but 
I'll let you get back to your holiday preparations. I want each of you to know 
how proud I am to be part of your team. You contribute greatly to many 
demanding missions we have been tasked to perform - you do it with 
unwavering dedication, superb initiative, and impeccable integrity - you 
should be proud of yourselves.  

 I want to make sure you understand the importance of having a plan. 
There will be a lot of celebrations and travel during this holiday season. 
Sometimes we have a tendency to rush to get things done without taking into 
consideration all the consequences. Just be SAFE! Have a plan if you are 
traveling -stay vigilant on the roads. If you are going out of state, have a plan 
and drive carefully if you encounter snow and/or icy conditions. Finally, don't 
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get behind the wheel if you have consumed any alcoholic beverages. I need 
you back in the seat after the holiday season-you are key members of the AIA 
team and I am counting on you to make even greater contributions in 2006. 
                 Again, it is a great honor and privilege to be the commander of Air 
Intelligence Agency. I feel that way because we have great, dedicated people 
throughout the entire command.  Spend time with your families during this 
special time of the year -they have been a major part of your success. Ginny 
and I wish all of you a blessed, safe and enjoyable holiday season. 
AF needs to bolster intelligence cadre 
           By Staff Sgt. C. Todd Lopez - Air Force Print News 

 
WASHINGTON - The Air Force can do a better 
job training and maintaining the Airmen that 
gather process and distribute military 
intelligence, the Air Force chief of staff said.  
       Gen. T. Michael Moseley said there are not 
enough Airmen working in military intelligence. 
And the Air Force must do a better job ensuring 
the intelligence troops it has are equipped to 
work in multinational and joint environments.  
       When it gets the right people to fill 
intelligence jobs, the general said the Air Force 
must ask itself if it has matched the right 

conditions to the skills needed. This is an area in which the service can 
improve, he said.  
       General Moseley said the Air Force should focus on developing the 
regional and operational skills in all its intelligence Airmen.  
       "I believe we can do better in our languages. And I believe we can do 
better on experiences," he said. "And I believe we can do better inside the 
interagency and in the joint world to grow intelligence officers that are more 
flexible and adaptive in this global war on terrorism."  
       The general said moving Airmen -- like between operational, staff and 
joint positions -- would better prepare them to become leaders in their career 
fields. This would best prepare them for working in combined and joint 
environments.  
       Military intelligence is critical to military operations, General Moseley 
said. Military intelligence Airmen gather information about America's enemies 
during peacetime and wartime. They analyze and package the information for 
military leaders, commanders and war planners. This helps them develop 
military operations or policy.  
       "Intelligence today is an incredible force multiplier," the general said. 
"Because with good intelligence, almost all things are possible."  
       The military cannot afford bad intelligence, he said. So the future of this 
vital community depends on the Air Force being able to develop a cadre that is 
something beyond "where we've been in the past," he said.  
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       To do that, the service must be able to teach, mentor, expose and develop 
its people.  
       "That's one of the challenges that I'm working real time to make happen," 
the general said. 
 

 
 

352nd IOS takes home 2005 Swindell Award 
By Joe Wiggins -Air Intelligence Agency Public Affairs 

Maj. Gen. Craig Koziol, AIA commander, presents Lt. Col. Lara Berry, 352nd IOS commander 
with the 2005 James C. Swindell Award. Chief Swindell's sons, Craig and Wayne Swindell also 
attended the ceremony. (Photo by Ted Koniares) 

The 352nd Information Operations Squadron was announced as the 
winner of the 2005 Chief Master Sgt James C. Swindell Award at the annual 
commander's conference here Oct. 25.  

Lt. Col. Lara Berry, 352nd IOS commander, accepted the trophy from 
Maj. Gen. Craig Koziol, Air Intelligence Agency commander, on behalf of the 
unit.  

"It's an honor to accept this trophy and recognition for all of the 
Airmen of the 352nd. They have truly demonstrated their commitment to the 
core values of the Air Force and the AIA mission through their sacrifice," she 
said.   

Located at Hickam AFB, Hawaii, the 352nd was credited with being 
the only squadron to provide Blue Force Operations Security monitoring and 
adversary air-to-air defense tactics analysis to the Pacific theater. This support 
included managing more than $15 million in deployable intelligence assets at 
nine bases in the theater.  
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In the last year, the squadron planned communications needs and 
moved an eight-person staff to a new facility. They also completed the 
installation of 11,000 feet of fiber optic cable network, removed 20,000 feet of 
obsolete copper cable and increased network access.  

The unit was noted for achieving a 100 percent rating during the 2005 
Air Combat Command and AIA unit compliance inspection, becoming only 
one of 10 information operations squadrons to accomplish this in three years. 
Managing deployable intelligence assets, increasing theater network security 
to avoid unauthorized access and completing patches across three network 
classifications were also noted as some of the unit's accomplishments.  

First awarded in 1974, the award is named after the late Chief Master 
Sgt. James C. Swindell, who was regarded as the most professional 
communicator ever assigned to the U.S. Air Force Security Service, now 
known as AIA. He is credited as the primary architect for merging critical 
communications and automatic digital network trunking; two actions 
responsible for the present communications capabilities at AIA.  

The annual award is open to units that have a communications and 
information operations system function supporting the AIA mission. It 
recognizes the best communications computer system in the command. The 
352nd IOS was one of numerous squadrons that competed for the award in 
areas of complexity of the mission; management of resources; initiatives and 
innovations used and outstanding performance. 

 
Lastes honored during remembrance ceremony 
         By Maj. Amber Cargile - Air Intelligence Agency Public Affairs 

The parents of 
Tech. Sgt. Glenn 
"Roco" Lastes 
stand with Brig. 
Gen. Grover 
Jackson (Ret.), 
FTVA president 
and Col. Ron 
Haygood, AIA 
director of 
operations, during 
the unveiling of a 
memorial plaque 
dedicated to the 
fallen hero. 
Sergeant Lastes 
was killed March 
31 in a MC-130H 
Combat Talon II 
aircraft crash in 
Albania. 

Dozens of military, civilian and retired Air Intelligence Agency 
personnel gathered at the base of the EC-47 static display outside the 
headquarters building here to honor fallen intelligence warfighters in a 
remembrance ceremony held Oct. 21. 
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This year's ceremony, part of an annual tradition co-sponsored by the 
Freedom Through Vigilance Association, included the unveiling of a memorial 
plaque for Tech. Sgt. Glenn "Roco" Lastes.  

Sergeant Lastes, an AIA member assigned to Detachment 2, 25th 
Intelligence Operations Squadron, and eight other Special Operations 
Command Airmen were killed March 31 in an MC-130H Combat Talon II 
aircraft crash in Albania.  

Sergeant Lastes' parents were distinguished guests at the ceremony, 
which was officiated by Col. Ron Haygood, AIA director of operations. 

"In the past, security prevented us from talking about those who gave 
their lives, but today we are able to pay tribute to our fallen comrades," said 
Colonel Haygood in his official remarks. "Their contributions are no less vital 
to peace than those of our more celebrated comrades." 

"I was fortunate to serve with Roco Lastes twice, at Langley Air 
Force Base, Va. and Incirlik Air Base, Turkey, and he is one of the true heroes 
we are here to recognize today" said Col. Haygood.  

"We are also fortunate to be in the company of many other Air 
Intelligence Agency heroes today," he added. "Many are in this audience and 
others are stationed in our units throughout the world." 

"We have three Airmen who were recently awarded the Bronze Star 
medal with "V" device for valor," he said, highlighting AIA's continuing 
legacy of service to the nation. 

The ceremony concluded with the reading of names of alumni who 
died during the past year; a 21-gun salute by the AIA Honor Guard; F-16 
flyover by the 149th Fighter Wing, Texas Air National Guard and the playing 
of "Amazing Grace" by the Alzafar Shrine Highlander Pipe Band. 
 
Thank You Letter from the Lastes Family 
 
       11-6-05 
Brig Gen Grover Jackson 
 Thank you so much for meeting with us at the AIA Remembrance 
Service, Talking with you gave us peace and understanding. Listening to you 
at the ceremony gave us pride to be connected in a special way, to the Air 
Force/Agency. We felt truly honored. 

We so appreciate the calendar you gave us. I’ve shared it with my 
friends and relatives – How do we order/buy more? Please let us know – We 
are so “awed” that Glen will be honored and remembered. He walked “under 
cover” and now he be thought of “in the light”-Thank you.  Please Take care. 
Thanks for Everything.  
     Fondly 

Jack &Jane Lastes 
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Elmendorf special 
request 
Hello, I am doing a little research project and was wondering if you could help 
me.  I am a Professional Military Education Instructor and we are trying to 
prepare our 40 year anniversary coming up and was wondering if you could 
make contact with these folks listed below.  I am trying to find someone that 
went to some type of PME at Elmendorf from the years 66 on and by your 
website I noticed that some of these people were stationed there.  I want to 
make contact with them to ask questions about what was going on at that time.  
Your help would be greatly appreciated.    
Edward Land 
Eddie Davis 
Ed Peltier 
John Bray 
Ralph Cucitrone 
 
I would love to hear from you even if you were just stationed there 
>winfield.hinkley@elmendorf.af.mil< Thanks      
 
//SIGNED// 
Winfield (Wink) S. Hinkley, TSgt, USAF-  
ALS Instructor, 3 MSG/CCN 
 
What the Misawa group is doing 
 
Dear Membership, 
      Hey, I know you!  You are Bob Baert! Thanks for forwarding the info on 
Rich Herman. 
 This year, Misawa is doing much better on getting out publicity on 
our Reunion and we have a blurb in the February American Legion Magazine!  
Before I had my copy, I was getting phone calls and e-mails requesting 
information!  I want to encourage all the units that are looking for their people 
to use all the military, professional, retiree, etc publications available to them.  
If you get VFW, American Legion, etc magazines, be sure to find out the 
requirements for publication and volunteer to put your reunion info in there.  
In some cases, they require 6 month lead time so you have to be on the ball.  
Only one posting per unit.  Each may vary a bit. 
      Whoever does the posting needs to have information at hand to field the 
questions!  If you have a web-site, directing people there is very helpful.  You 
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might also want to have a stack of envelopes at hand to address and send the 
information and registration forms right out. Enjoying my membership! 
 
Helen Henderson 
 
St. Augustine FL (Where we have 4 USAFSS Misawa people living!) 
Online chart shows proposed Tricare premium increases 
 
The Department of Defense recently announced a proposed rate increase for 
beneficiaries under the age of 65.  A Tricare chart available online at 
http://www.tricare.osd.mil/STB/proposed-cost-table.cfm shows the 
proposed increases that will be considered by Congress. 
 
There would be no change for active duty military or their families, or military 
retirees age 65 or older and their families. 
 
The current Tricare Prime annual enrollment fee for retirees is $230 for 
individuals and $460 for families for both enlisted and commissioned military 
retirees, according to DoD documents. The proposed changes would increase 
Tricare Prime enrollment fees for junior enlisted retirees at pay grades E-6 and 
below to $325 per individual and $650 for families by October 2008. 
 
Enlisted retirees at pay grades E-7 and above would pay $475 for individuals 
and $950 for families by October 2008 under the proposed changes. And 
retired officers of all ranks would pay $700 per individual and $1,400 per 
family. 
 
After that, the share of health care costs paid by military retiree would be 
indexed to the Federal Employees Health Benefits Program that covers federal 
workers and retirees. 
(Jack Kuttner - Source Air Force Retiree news Release2-08-06) 
 
 
 
2ND RSM Reunion 2006 
The 2006 Washington DC reunion will be held at the Crystal Gateway 
Marriot, 1700 Jefferson Davis Highway, Arlington, VA. The room rate will be 
$109.00 per night plus tax of 01.25%. To obtain these rates you must make 
your reservations on or before April 4, 2006. You can make your hotel 
reservations by contacting Marriott reservations at 1-800-228-9290 or 1-703-
920-3230.Be sure and specify that you are with the 2nd RSM and that the 
hotel is the Cyrstal Gateway Marriott because there are two other Marriott 
hotels in the vicinity. 
 
For Further information/questions visit the 2nd RSM website located at:  
http://2ndrsm.home.comcst.net/   OR contact 

REUNION INFO 
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Bill Campbell Phone (816) 836-8606 E-Mail bcamel01@aol.com 
Barbara & Dick Gaffney Phone (941) 423-3984 E-Mail : 
barbaragaffney@aol.com 
Source 2nd RSM Newsletter 7 Jan, 2006 
Reunion Query -PAS 
Hi Dan, Thanks for your continuing support of our PAS (Peshawar Air Station) 
Alumni Assoc. efforts to identify potential members.  The FTVA sign-ins have 
become a major source of new prospects.   BTW, I heard a rumor that the 
FTVA annual festivities will be the last week of September in 2006.  The PAS 
Alumni Assoc has decided to hold our next reunion in San Antonio to coincide 
with the FTVA activities.  Can you confirm the FTVA Reunion dates?  What 
hotel will be your reunion headquarters?  Also, please place an announcement 
about the Peshawar Air Station Alumni Assoc. to coincide with FTVA 
activities in the "Keep in Touch" newsletter.  We are not sure yet exactly what 
we will plan to do, but we are thinking about having a hospitality suite and 
maybe a banquet.  We do not intend to conflict with any FTVA activities.  
Regards, 
 
Milton Fulghum 
President, PAS Alumni Assoc. 
((Ed Note:  FTVA Reunion will be held 28-30Sept; 2006.FTVA does not 
have a reunion hotel Headquarter. Individual units are responsible for 
making their own reservations. /Dap)) 
 
Society of Old Backenders (SOBs) Reunion 
The Society of Old Backenders (SOBs) will return triumphantly to the 
Alsatian Inn in Castroville in conjunction with the 2006 FTVA Reunion.  
More information will be posted soon. Contact information at 
gbelcher1@satx.rr.com . 
 
Gary Belcher  
 
6910th Darmstadt Reunion 
The 6910th Darmstadt Reunion has been scheduled for April 18-20, 2006 at the 
Imperial Palace Hotel/Casino in Biloxi Ms.  This reunion is for anyone 
whoever served in USAFSS at Darmstadt or Sembach or any of the 
detachments of these units.  Contact:  Red Barthel, 112 Sweet Oak Dr, 
Columbia, SC, 29223.  Phone (803)736-1103 or email:  
marritt@bellsouth.net Thanks 
 
Red Barthel 
 
USAFSS Japan/Korea Reunion 
The 1st RSM/6920th/21st/89th and all Detachments and Flights who served in 
the United States Security Service in Japan and Korea in the 1950's only. The 
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reunion will be held in Colorado Springs, CO on September 17th, 18th, 19th 
and 20th 2006, at the Academy Hotel. For further information contact  
Philip Perry.  (mailto:perryperry101@aol.com)    
USAF COMSEC VETERANS GROUP, INC 2006 Reunion 
We will be holding our next reunion in Nashville, Tennessee from September 
20-24, 2006. We will be meeting at the Radisson Hotel at Opryland, 2401 
Music Valley Drive, Nashville, TN 37214 from Wednesday, September 20, 
2006 through Sunday, September 24, 2006. We have negotiated a group rate 
of $ 80.00 plus taxes and this rate will be honored for 3 days prior to and 
following the scheduled dates. So you can come early and leave late because 
there are so many things to see and do in Nashville. This guaranteed rate will 
be held until August 21, 2006. After that time, the rate will be $ 119 to $139 
per night and subject to availability. Reservations can be made now by calling 
1-800-333-3333 or 615-889-0800. Be sure to specify that you are with the 
USAF COMSEC Veterans Group. 
Tony Lemons - USAF COMSEC VETERANS GROUP, INC. 

Bremerhaven 2006 Reunion Notice 
Please post the following reunion notice on your website: 
4lst/6913th RSM/701 1 PPS Squadron - Bremerhaven, Germany 
Nov 9-12 Plaza Hotel in Las Vegas, Nevada For information & registration - 
please visit our website: http://www.6913th.org 
Ron Teker -  Secretary 2006 Reunion Committee 
       360-675-8375 - E-Mail rteker@comcast.net 
Thank you and your great website! - Ron 
 
EC-47 Association Reunion 
The EC-47 Association reunion for 2006 will be in Colorado Springs, 
Colorado on September 7, 8 & 9, 2006.  For information check with 
http://www.ec47.com/r-2006.htm. 
Doug Milsap (millsapdoug@hotmail.com ) 
 
6917th ESG – San Vito Reunion 
Please post the following notice: 
   It is to be held in conjunction with the annual FTVA event scheduled for Sept 
28 - 30, 2006. 
   6917th Scty Gp/ESG, Sunny San Vito Italy will have a reunion dinner 
Thursday, September 28, 2006 at the Gateway Inn, Lackland AFB, TX.  All 
who have served at San Vito Air Station Italy including spouses and 
dependents are welcome to attend.  For further details visit 
www.sunnysanvito.com or contact G. Gore at: gg1468@msn.com.   Thank 
    
Grover G. Gore, (gardnergore@sbcglobal.net ) 
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MSgt Retired, USAFSS, life member FTVA. 
    

 
 

 
 

                                  
 
 
 
                     GRANITE STATE ROOST 
                            ASSOCIATION OF OLD CROWS 

P.0. Box 3674 
Nashua, NH 030603674 

December 8, 2005 
Dear EW Pioneer,  
Subject: AOC EW Technology Hall of Fame 
Each year, the National Electronic Warfare and Information Operations 
Association (“Old Crows”) recognizes individuals who have contributed to the 
advance of EW technology by inducting them into the AOC EW Technology 
Hall of Fame. Your induction is based on the following nomination which 
documents some of your accomplishments. 
 
Keith Struckman Technology Innovation: DF and Emitter Location 
 
Mr. Struckman has dedicated his career to the development and 
implementation of Advanced Direction Finding and Emitter Location Systems. 
Every DF and Emitter Location System developed at BAE SYSTEMS (and 
formerly Sanders Associates) has had some connection to Keith’s algorithms 
and systems concepts. Keith was recognized as a key contributor to this 
technical area and named as one of the first Engineering Fellows by then 
Sanders Associates. During the Vietnam War, the Air Force Intelligence 
Agency fielded the first precision Phase interferometer DF Systems on aircraft 
developed by Keith. He developed the SRD-19 Direction Finding System for 
the Naval Security Group in 1970. This was the first system to implement the 
Correlation Interferometer Direction Finding (CIDF) algorithm. The 
breakthrough success of this algorithm was its ability to perform very 
accurately in the presence of complex scattering structures, and led to many 
applications on land, sea, and air platforms for over 30 years up to the present. 
The algorithm continues to be implemented on our most advanced EW 
systems in development today. 
Congratulations to you on this well deserved achievement! 
Howard D. Arndt 
President  

History & Memories 
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Granite State Roost 
Keith Struckman 
Hello everyone.  Below is some email chatter concerning Keith Struckman 
induction into the Association of Old Crows Hall of Fame... (Above) is his 
citation. Keith is one of three (last surviving) Sanders Corp engineers that 
developed the ARD-18 EC-47 ARDF (ALR-34/35/38) systems.  This past year, 
he was instrumental in providing pertinent tech data that allowed the local 
contractor to do such a superb job replicating that exterior system on the 
Goodfellow AFB Gooney.  This is great recognition for a very very talented 
man.  Disseminate as you see appropriate.  I'm sure Keith would enjoy hearing 
from you. His email is:  mwvis@bresnan.net Merry Christmas, 
Tom Nurre 
 
Tom: 
 Thanks for letting me know about this.  I believe I may have met 
Keith when I went TDY to Sanders (in bitter cold New Hampshire) during the 
winter of 1970, to get oriented on the ALR-34.  Dave Eddy was my "host" -- 
and I have regrettably lost track of him. 
 From what I know of Keith's contributions to the ARDF program, this 
is well deserved recognition.  And, we all owe him a debt of gratitude for the 
restoration of the EC-47 at Goodfellow. 
Jim (James Clapper) 
 
Information for TV Documentary 
Dear Sir, (Arlen Trapp – 41st RSM/6913th RSM Group) 
 I am author and director of TV Documentaries from 
Hamburg/Germany. For a new TV Documentary I research on Germans who 
emigrated from Germany to USA in the fifties and sixties and who came back 
to Germany as soldiers in the US Army.   
 May be that in your Bremerhaven Base had been German emigrants? I 
would be very much interested in getting to know them. Perhaps you could 
help me. The more people I have for my documentary, the better - may be for 
information or may be for interviews. 
 So if you know about men who where emigrants from Germany and 
were stationed in Bremerhaven, perhaps you could make a contact for me? 
Many thanks in anticipation 
Sincerely 
Cornelius Kob [corneliuskob@aol.com]  
>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>Response<<<<<<<<<<<<<<<<<<< 
Dear Mr. Kob, 
  You have an interesting topic for your new TV Documentary. I will 
forward your request to several people who may be able to reach a broader 
audience and ask them to post your request so others will see it.   
 My ancestors (grandparents) emigrated from Germany, but they came 
to the U.S. in the late 1800's.  Personally, I do not know anyone who emigrated 
from Germany in the 1950's and 1960's.   
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  By the way, you describe the topic of your documentary as pertaining 
to soldiers in the U.S. Army.  All the people I know were airmen who served in 
Bremerhaven, Germany, as members of the U.S. Air Force.  
  I wish you the best, as you research the sources relevant to your TV 
Documentary.  Please let me know if the finished documentary will be shown 
on any of the networks in the United States.   Sincerely, 
Arlen Trapp 
 
 
Former member Returns 

Col Max (Giovannini): You won't remember me, but I spent 23 years 
in USAFSS with an assignment as Comm Superintendent at Karamursel 
before your time, as well as several tours at the HQ.  I was a member of the 
former USAFSS Alumni Association which published a roster of members. 
Haven't been a member for some time and would like a copy of the former 
members list. Can you direct me to the right person, if the association still 
exists? Got your name off an email from Norm Haines. 

I am grateful and proud of my years in sneaky service, and wound up 
serving on active duty for over 33 years, retiring here in Austin. Lucked out 
and was hired on by a start up company called PCs Limited which is today’s 
Dell Computer Corp. Had 18 good years with them, retiring at the director 
level and now spend most of our time on the road and in North Florida near 
Panama City. Thanks for any info you can send. Col Touby and I are good 
friends but he spends his summers in Ohio, but now that the weather is harsh, 
imagine he's back in San Antonio. 
 
Bill Strickland, CMSgt USAF, Retired. 
 
((ED Note: Provided bill with FTVA URL and a copy of the latest newsletter 
and received following message. / dap)) 
 
Dan: Many thanks for replying to Col Max's email request.  If you could mail 
the application, it would be appreciated. I'll complete and send back with any  
Dues needed. My eye sight isn't all that good at 73 years old, but I really loved 
USAFSS and had some interesting assignments, including joint service tours 
with NSA etc. 
Dan: I skimmed through the URL you sent me and saw some old friends on the 
"Fallen Eagles" list that broke my heart. CMSgt Bob Cline was like the brother 
I never had and we served several tours together at Karamursel, Brady/Hakata 
Japan, Osan, Keesler as instructors, etc. I noted a few names missing - - CMSgt 
Ron Davey who was a legend and perhaps the most decorated combat vet from 
Vietnam who was a good friend, CMSgt John Heffernan, CMSgt Dick Naylor. 
No idea who to contact for further info on them. CMSgt Terry Tillman was also 
a very close friend of mine and we served three tours together at Osan. Parts of 
those tours are a bit of a mystery as we all hit the hootch more than we should 
but got the job done under hard circumstances with limited resources.  Kept in 

Letters & Bytes 
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touch for years even after he retired and converted to CS status with the 314AD 
Intel Division. The letters and cards stopped and I didn't know he had passed 
on until I saw his name on your list. 

As I mentioned in my note to Col Max G., I put in 23 years of sweat 
and blood with USAFSS, and had some interesting assignments which all 
provided me with the tools to succeed and I was able to make Chief at the 20 
year mark, after a seven year freeze in the 1950's. Had tours in Japan, Korea, 
Berlin, Frankfurt, Chicksands, Kirknewton Scotland, Vietnam, Thailand, 
Karamursel, Philippines, Taiwan, and a couple of tours with NSA on Joint 
service projects that were equally exciting though confusing as to who was in 
charge of who or what, if you get my drift. Also had some AFSSO tours at 
NORAD, SAC, Cape Kennedy, etc. which were more boring than anything 
else.  

My work with Dell Computers was the luckiest break I could ever 
have asked for, and the monetary rewards and experience working for VP's in 
their 30's was a challenge. We do a lot of "road" work now, but the driving is 
getting harder on these old bones. My eyesight wasn't all that bad until I had 
cataracts removed three years ago, and the Doc botched the job and I damned 
near went blind. Just went through a new procedure for cornea replacement 
and they tell me I should be close to 20/20 within six months. I'll believe it 
when I see it. 

Your name is real familiar but I can't imagine where we would have 
served together. Maybe Chicksands or Nam. I was at Danang with Lt Col. 
Ardisana. I'll complete the alumni application when received and maybe I can 
locate some old timers who hoisted a few cold ones with me. Looking forward 
to hearing from you, and your history with sneaky service. Sorry to bore you 
to tears, but it's sorta chilly here in Austin today so I'm staying inside.   
BILL STRICKLAND 
7127 WISHING WELL DR. 
AUSTIN, TX 78745 
 
New Member 
Dear Bob 
 I found the FTVA by responding to someone looking for old buddies 
in the Legion magazine. I could not believe such an organization existed – 
SURE GLAD IT DOES. - Perhaps the Legion Magazine can find more of us. 
Tom McAvoy 
Retired 3M Scientist 
Chicksands Football Picture. 
Bob, 
 This may not interest you, but you may know someone that would. 
 In a recent edition of your magazine you had pictures of the1953 
CHIX football team. I was a member of that team, 1953 & 1954. 
 In “53” (the 1st year) we were the Chicksands “Ghosts.” The 2nd year 
(54) we were the “Chicks.” I have these pictures & I can I.D. All of this gang... 
if anybody should be interested. 
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John Moellendick  
P.S Bull Rich was a good friend of mine. He was a tough “Cookie.” 
 
((ED Note: John send identification of Chix Football player to my address 
on inside cover of this newsletter. /Dap)) 
 
Veterans Advocate 
 
Bob Baert, FTVA Mbsp Chmn   9 Jan 2006 
Bob,  

Enclosed herein is my completed application for LIFETIME 
MEMBERSHIP in the FTVA. The $95.00 payment is based upon me being 66 
years of age (DOB: 1 Feb, 1939). 

 Please note my request to be listed as D.E. “Darby” BYBEE. 
I have been known as “Darby” all the way back to my Trabzon tour of duty in 
the USAFSS..  Thanks and Happy New Year. 

      D.E. Bybee 
P.S If you know of anybody who might need a Veterans’ Advocate, please 
pass one of my cards along.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
John O’Malley 
Last Name - O'Malley  
First Name - Tim  
E-mail - tsean@sbcglobal.net  
Comment -   I am trying to find out anyone who may have been stationed with 
my father, John O'Malley.  He was in the USAFSS from 1955-1972. Misawa, 
Darmstadt, Wakkanai, Peshawar, and Goodfellow.  Thanks 
((Ed Note: Message was forwarded to various groups and Red Barthell 6910th 
advised that Tim’s dad was a Mission supervisor at Darmstadt/Augsburg and 
was known by 2/3 members. / Dap)) 
6988th Web kink 
Hello, my name is Erik Nilsen.  I recently established a Yahoo Group for the 
6988th Electronic Security Squadron and I was hoping to have a link from the 
FTVA site to our Group.  We are planning a reunion for 23 June 2006 at Jude's 
Ferry.  Please let me know what information you need from me to help 
establish the hyperlink.  Our group can be found at:  
http://groups.yahoo.com/group/6988thESS/ I look forward to hearing from 
you. 
 
Erik Nilsen 
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FTVA Sign-in – Electronic equipment 
 
Last Name - Galati  
First Name - Glennon  
E-mail - eldim@att.net  
 
Comment - USAF 6 July 1961 - 1 November 1983 304X4 / 27570 Nice 
webpage. Interested in Ground Radio Receivers and all electronic equipment 
that I had the privilege of working on. I collect the same. Visit my web page for 
a glance. www.el-dim.com. Happy New Year May Our GREAT COUNTRY 
Live Free. Thank you to your contributions. 
 
Glen Galati, Ret Msgt, USAF 
 
FTVA Comment – 6918th Web link 
 
Last Name - Millette 
First Name - Gary 
E-mail -   sprint75075@yahoo.com  
Comments - Here's a recommend link for the  6918th SS. 
http://www.kcnet.com/~denis/asa/14th-asa.htm A former ASA person 
created and maintains it, but as you know most SS sites had other services 
present too. 
Mr. Millette, 
 
>>>>>>>>Response<<<<<<<< 
 
Thanks for the link.  I added it to our unit links section 
 
Bob Baert, 
FTVA Membership Chairman 
membership@ftva.org  
 
New Book 
Dap-- 
 I have written a book based on my early experiences (1961-1965) 
with USAFSS as a 202.  The story takes place at Lackland (basic training), 
Goodfellow (tech school), Misawa (first duty assignment), and Wakkanai (2-T 
assignment).   
 Sales have been brisk based on posts I've made on the Misawa and 
6924th Scty Sq web sites, having them in the Misawa BX Book Store, and old 
fashioned word-of-mouth.  But like any author, I would like to sell as many 
books as possible and thought a little blurb in the FTVA Newsletter might get 
me some exposure and, hence, increase sales. 



March 2006                                                 Remain In Touch 

35 

 The title of the book is "North of Knoxville--South of Knoxville" 
and is subtitled "A Silent Warrior's Story."  It can be ordered from 
Amazon.com, Barnsandnoble.com, Waldensbooks.com or through a local 
bookstore.  However, I would prefer orders be placed through booklocker.com 
(my publisher), or via e-mail from me at fwbabb@comcast.net, because when 
orders are made through these sources, the size of my royalties double.  Also, 
if you order from me, I can include a personalized autograph before shipping 
the book and you save a couple of bucks on shipping. 
 Unfortunately, the book has been overpriced by my publisher, but I 
can't control that and I apologize.  It is $21.95 plus shipping and has a 
guaranteed delivery of seven business days.  Despite the price, the book has 
 gotten excellent reviews on the aforementioned web sites and, I understand, 
other USAFSS-related sites. 
 I appreciate you running this in the newsletter and, hopefully, the 
exposure will sell a book or two. 
Wayne Babb 
Chattanooga, Tennessee 
Tim Newland request 
My name is LT. Tim Newland, USPHS.  My father, Loren Newland passed 
away in 2005.  He was a member of FTVA.  I added his name to the list of 
fallen eagles. 
 
This evening, I received a phone call from a Col. Paul Simpson, who served 
with my father in Korea. I was overcome with emotion at the time of the call, 
and didn't think to (ask) Col. Simpson for contact information ( I believe he got 
my contact info from FTVA ).  I would love find out if Col. Simpson has any 
stories about my father.  Is there any way you can help me with getting in touch 
with Col. Simpson?  Sincerely, 
 
Tim Newland, LT, USPHS 
(928) 283-5861 
 
((Ed Note: Provided Tim with requested information. /Dap)) 
Trabzon Turkey 1968 
 While stationed in Trabzon, Turkey in 1968, I came down with what I 
thought was a case of ulcers. My ailment manifested itself, especially in the 
Spring and Fall. Sometimes my pains were acute, sometimes mild. Sometimes 
antacids helped, sometimes not. 
 During a routine physical a some years ago I mentioned this to my 
new physician. He suggested that I take a test for H-Pylori bacteria. My test 
was positive. http://digestive.niddk.nih.gov/ddiseases/pubs/hpylori/ 
 The cure was to take a cocktail of meds over a two week period. By 
the end of the second day all my pain disappeared and I have been pain free 
ever since! Amazing since I suffered with H-Pylori for more than 20 years! 
 
J.D. "Dave" Radomski ( kt0h@comcast.net ) 
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Aurora, Colorado 
 
Cryptologic Web Link 
 
Last Name - Lipe  
 First Name - John  
E-mail - Lipe1946@msn.com  
Comment -   Where is everybody? Did you combined services guys die off? I 
recognised names from the good Ole "TS" Cryptologic days. I served with 
Army, Navy and Air Force during the "COLD WAR", but I was always just a 
"grunt" being a Marine Sergeant and all! There are a lot of websites out there 
now since the "Cold War" is over, (in case you haven't heard) and you can 
pretty much pick the site based on what you did Rate/MOS wise. Good site is: 
http://web.meganet.net/kman/nfv8.htm (for Crypto guys)! Semper Fi,  
 
J. Lipe MGySgt USMC Ret (1994 after 30 years)! 
 
((Ed Note: Good site has links to various organizations i.e., All service 
cryptologic associations, NSA, NARA (US national Archives and Records 
administration and other unit organizations. /Dap)) 
 
Iraklion Web site 
 
Last Name:            Varney 
First Name:           Chuck 
Email:                cmvf7@yahoo.com 
 
Comments: 6931st SG, Iraklion Air Station, Crete, 6/64-12/65, Charlie Flight 
203X1-1.  My Iraklion Air Station website: http://pws.prserv.net/varney/ias 
 
 
Hearing Loss 
Hello Dan... 
I just read in "Remain in Touch" the message from Richard C. Younkin, 
Colonel, USAF (Retired), about hearing loss. I had always wondered, as a radio 
intercept operator who had to strain to pick out code from static and all kinds of 
interference over the course of two years, if this had anything to do with my 
hearing loss. Other Vets encouraged me to go to the VA and file a claim, but I 
felt I wouldn't have a snowball's chance, and in fact, never heard of anyone 
who was an intercept radio operator filing a claim for hearing loss. Now I see 
that a study was done that supports this reality. I too would like to request a 
copy if at all possible. If it weren't for this newsletter, I would've never known. 
Thanks much. 
 
Matt Davison, USAFSS - FTVA Member 
((ED Note: Provided Matt with Hearing loss data /dap)) 
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Hearing Loss Request 
IIRC, an article appeared in an FTVA publication on the connection between 
hearing loss and the prolonged wearing of headsets.  If that information is 
available, please provide same, or a source for the information. 
 
Lonnie Henderson 
Lifetime Member, FTVA 
Lonnie Henderson (chief@netride.net) sending from the cultural center of the 
entire Southwest, if not the known universe. 
 
USAFSS Patches 
 
Last Name:            Cox 
First Name:           Dale 
Email:                dalecox20351@yahoo.com 
Comments: Forward to Tom Brannon: 
Tom. I saw your post asking about USAFSS patches for jackets. Don't know if 
you received any replies but here is the best I've found 
 
http://www.usafssmisawa.com/prd/bx.php 
Re: Fallen Eagle: Col Ken Holbert 
Thanks for the info, I didn't know Ken personally, but knew of him.  It's 
always sad to hear about our Security Service fallen heroes.  I spent 25 years 
of my 26 and a half years in Security Service, spent 3 years in Shiroi Japan 
and Hawaii units (headquarters).  All of the remaining time was in the 
Headquarters at Kelly AFB; Thanks again for the information on Ken, My best 
to his family,    
Raymond L. Coultas  retired as a CMSGT Sept of 1977.  
Looking For Request 
 
Last Name - Beckett  
First Name - John  
E-mail - jbeckett@jbeckettphoto.com  
Comments -   We are trying to fill in the gaps of my father-in-laws military 
service. He has Alzheimer’s and we need his military info to help him with 
benefits. All we have is an envelope with his units address and his serial 
number. 
 
A/1C Herbert Scally A.F. 12508088 
6920 Security Wing-APO-9/5 
San Francisco, Ca. 
 
If anyone recognizes his name and can contact us to help determine his service 
with the unit, we would greatly appreciate it.  Thank you, 
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John Beckett 
 
FTVA Website Visit 
Hi, I just got your organizational Web site address and thought that I would 
check it out. I served with USAFSS from 1968 to 1971, with assignments to Su 
Lin Ko Air Station, Taiwan, (July 1968 to Sept. 1969) and Kelly AFB. (Oct. 
1969 to Sept. 1971) (Medina). I'd be interested in hearing from anyone who 
may have been at the same place the same time. Thanks. 
 
Dave Thomas CVSO 
Taylor County, 224 South Second Street, Medford, WI  54451 
dave.thomas@co.taylor.wi.us 
(715) 748-1488 
 
USAF Combat Readiness Medal Query 
Last Name:            Wilson 
First Name:           Jerry  
Email:                gwwils@msn.com 
Comments: Does anyone out there (former Bats?) know if those of us who flew 
in the C-130's out of the 6988th Security Squadron are authorized to wear the 
USAF Combat Readiness Medal?  I recently read the criteria for this medal on 
the internet and it seems like we should qualify.  The basic requirements are 
that we have served after 1964 for more than 24 months as crewmembers of a 
"combat" aircraft.  Since most of us flew combat missions out of Da Nang 
during that period and were authorized to wear the "Combat Crew" badge, it 
would seem to follow that we be authorized to wear this ribbon/medal. 
 
James Horton New Member 
 
My assignments with USAFSS were at 6927RSM, 6986RSM/SS, 6989SS, 
6988SS, Det3, 6925SG.  I also flew EC47 ABDF in Vietnam; Jun & Jul 64 
while TDY from the 6988th to the AFSSO, Tan Son Nhut.  Aircraft belonged 
to the 1st Air Commando Wing.  They flew the aircraft & Dennis Adolf, 
Raymond G Smith (deceased 29 May 05), and I worked the backend.  The 
period of my assignment to USAFSS was 4 Dec 59 to 9 Sep 65.  I married a 
Thai and was transferred out.  We are still married.  Please let me know what I 
need to do to join FTVA. 
 
James S. Horton 
11299 Crocker Grove Lane 
Gold River, CA 95670-4524 
(916) 635-3088 
jsh001@earthlink.net  
 
Misawa List 
Dear Bill and all, 
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     I have gotten obsessive in the search for people who served in the USAF 
Security Service over in Misawa, 1952-78.  So, when I get an e-mail from a 
Military someone to a lot of some ones, I always read the addressees with my 
"Looking For" list beside me.  The list, compiled from copies of orders, 
pictures, and memories is by no means complete so if some of you were also 
in Misawa, PLEASE let me know so you can be added to the roster. 
    If you were in the 1st RSM, contact me or Bob Emmick:  
raecon@sbcglobal.net. They recently opened their own web-site through 
MyFamily.com and need to fill in the Address Book. 
    Any of you who are conducting similar projects of gathering the lost from 
your units are welcome to a guest membership on our Misawa MyFamily.com 
site.  This gives you access to our Address Book and quite possibly some 
people you may be looking for.  I am also willing to send a copy of our current 
roster on request, showing need for the information and your lifelong 
commitment to sending Misawa people my way when you run across them!   
    Hope all of you have checked out www.ftva.org (Freedom Through 
Vigilance Association) and signed the guest book.  You need to include your 
assignments and dates because you never know who from where might be 
looking for you! Yep, starting out a New Year with the Security Service 
family shore is exciting! 
 
Helen Henderson 
203 on T3 in Misawa, 1973-75 
St. Augustine FL 
 
FTVA Sign In - Pakistan 
Last Name: LOCK 
First Name: PAUL ARTHUR 
Email: CHERYLLOCK@SYMPATICO. CA 
Country: CANADA 
Comments: MY FATHER ART LOCK WORKED AT WARSAK DAN AND 
MADE MANY FRIENDS AT THE PESHAWAR BASE. MANY GUYS 
CAME TO OUR HOUSE AND WE MADE SEVERAL VISITS TO THE 
CANTEN AND PX ON MANY VISITS AS WE COULD NOT GET ITEMS. 
LOOKING FOR RALPH DOLL, WALTER SMITH, JIM GATLIN, MIKE 
WILLIANS.TEL #1 613 962 5098. 
 
ASA Book 
Last Name - Bazzett  
First Name - Tim  
E-mail - reedcityboy@net-port.com  
Last Unit - Det 4 Sinop (63-64), Rothwesten (64-65), Augsburg (78-81) 
Comment - I was a 2-time ASA-er, 62-65 and 76-81. Just published a book 
about the first hitch and my "adventures" at FLW, Devens, Meade, Sinop & 
Rothwesten. For details and purchase info see: www.rathole.com/soldierboy 
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It’s 340 pp of stories and photos of the "old" ASA.  Hope to hear from you.  - 
Tim Bazzett, Reed City, MI  
 
Patches at Quantico 
Last Name - Ireland  
First Name - reeko  
E-mail - richard.ireland@usmc.mil  
Comment - Was wondering if anybody knows who from USAFSS/ESC was 
here at Quantico MCB before me? Found some morale patches up on the wall 
at a place off base called "Rooney's" and they are from back in the day. One is 
the Cobra Ball patch, another is an AWAC patch and one is the Batwing patch 
(If By Day or By Night) there is also a newer unit patch I didn't recognize. The 
FBI and DEA are here also, but does anybody know who of us put those 
patches up? - reeko 
 
Looking for Col Inge 
Hi Dan, Lee Inge was at PAS (Peshawar Air Station) during the last days of the 
station under USAFSS control.  He is a history buff and may have been the 
Unit Historian at PAS.  I am trying to locate him.  I checked the e-mail roster 
from FTVA and did not see him listed.  DO you have any record of him ever 
being a member of FTVA?  If so, please send me any contact info you might 
still have from that time. Thanks, 
Milton Fulghum -President, PAS Alumni Assoc. 
((Ed Note: Last contact we had with Lee (Leon) Inge was in 1999/Dap)) 
FTVA Sign In - Fallen Eagle Listing (www.ftva.org)  
 
Last Name - Ray  
First Name - Sonny    
E-mail - raycabin@bellsouth.net  
Comment - William E. Murray, MSgt, USAFSS, is NOT deceased....he's alive 
and well in Anchorage, Alaska.....Best 202 I ever saw! We went thru 202 
school @ Goodbuddy 1965/66 and served @ 6927 Onna Point & 2T'd @ Det 4, 
6922nd Udorn back in 65-68.  Bill stayed with USAFSS for a distinguished 
career, I got out.  Would like to communicate with some of the old gang from 
Onna or Ramussan/Udorn. 
((Ed Note: Info was mistakenly listed in an AIA spreadsheet utilized to look 
for 1980 Comfy Olympics winners. We verified that William Murray is not 
deceased and his name removed from FTVA Fallen Eagle listing. /Dap)) 
 
FTVA Sign In -Vietnamese Linguist  
 
Last Name - Gillen  
First Name - Charles  
E-mail - gillen@his.com  
Last Unit - 6925th RSM, Clark  
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Comment - My entire 4-year enlistment was spent in USAFSS 1956~60.  After 
Basic I went thru the pre-language school at Kelly, followed by nine months of 
Vietnamese language in Washington, DC, then out to March AFB for traffic 
analysis school.  Spent 1958~1960 at the 6925th at Clark (still remember 
getting French fries at the little snack bar and begging a cup of pizza sauce for 
dipping).  Upon discharge at Travis in early 1960 I immediately took a boat to 
Saigon and stayed there 13 years, ultimately working as a linguist for the US 
Embassy. I married the Vietnamese pen-pal I had acquired in language school... 
married nearly 45 years now.  I owe USAFSS a lot! 

Museum Query 

 

Dan, looking through some of my old stuff, I ran across a circa 1950s AF 

Manual entitled Basic Cryptography.  Understand there is a crypto museum 

(USAFSS?).  Think they would like to have it?  If not, I'll dispose of it via the 

old burn bag. 

  

Bill Stetson  

Former 6901st Spec Comm Gp and Assn member  
>>>>>>>>>Response <<<<<<<<<<<<< 
Hi, I’d be very interested in receiving the manual. I have good relations with 
Dr. Casey, the AIA Historian, plus there is, or will be a Heritage Hall at 
Goodfellow. Would greatly appreciate it if you could forward it to me. I’ll 
reimburse you for any shipping/mailing costs. My address is: 
Douglas R. Holden 9227 Fallworth San Antonio, TX 78254 
 
Doug Holden 
Special Projects Coordinator 
FTVA 
 
Like Father Like Son 
 
Last Name - Cruz  
First Name - Larry R.  
E-mail - KivaCruz@SaTx.rr.com  
Last Unit - 6993  
Comment - I joined up in March of 1982 and upon completion of technical 
school in Keesler I was station at San Vito, 6917 ESG where as a dependent I 
had graduated high school in 1980.  I was an X1 who later obtained my "g" and 
moved to DF.  My father is CMSgt Rosinaldo (Ross) Cruz who retired from 
ESC in 1982. I also was in Taiwan with my father and family in the early to 
mid 70s.  In retrospect I have some of the fondest memories of those times as a 
dependent and active duty.  



Remain In Touch                                                                              March 2006  

42 

 
Electronic Pictures of Templehof 
Last Name - Zimmermann  
First Name - Edward  
E-mail - edward.zimmerman@whiteman.af.mil  
 
Comments -   Trying to contact personnel that may have electronic pictures of 
Tempelhof airport and fire department. We have a member retiring after over 
40yrs in the fire service. He was the fire chief at tempelhof in the 60-70's. 
Trying to contact sabri harmantepe this person may have been stationed at 
tempelhof. 
 
 
 
  
 
 
 
 
 
 

FREEDOM THROUGH 
VIGILANCE ASSOCIATION 

       P. O. Box 691616 - San Antonio, TX 782269-1616 
     VIGILANT PARTNERS 2006 
 
              GOLD PARTNERS 
L-3 Communications (Greenville)  

          Security Service Federal Credit Union  
  Prop Wash Gang   
            SAIC   

  Air Force Federal Credit Union 
Gary D. Belcher – First Comm, Inc. 

Sierra Nevada Corporation  
   

SILVER PARTNERS 
Freedom Through Vigilance Association  

              Doyle Larson  
        “Picnic Partners”   
        Grover Jackson 

    Arrowhead Electric Service, Inc. 
       RUSS-ENG Translations Inc. 
                     Sara B. Allen 
 
               BRONZE PARTNERS 



March 2006                                                 Remain In Touch 

43 

       Lockheed Martin Corporation   
      bd Systems, Inc. Centurion Group 

Bob Cope 
            Donald Bundy    
          Fisher House, Inc.    
     Jerry McKenna – Sculptor  
 Grover McMakin   
         6924th Heritage Association  
         CACI, Inc.    
         To The Penny Tax Services 
 
      PATRON PARTNERS 
    Command Technologies, Inc. 
              Daniel Cooler 
             Francis Sabourin   
            John H. (Jack) Riedel 
             Stanfield Systems, Inc.  
            William F. (Bill) Sheck 

    Chris Cook 
 
Current as of 19 Dec 2005 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 


