June 2006 Remain In Touch

President’s Corner

Dear FTVA Members,

It's early June and plans for our 25th anniversary
activities are well underway for 28-30 September. Twenty five
years ago Major General Doyle Larson asked Col Bill Ballard
to start a fraternal organization and Bill took the ball and ran
with it. Bill has been very active in the Freedom Through
Vigilance Association since the beginning until recently. In May the FTVA
had a dinner for Bill Ballard and Col (Ret) Grover McMakin to honor them
both for their long outstanding service to the FTVA. Now it is time for others
to take up the torch and lead the FTVA in the next 25 years. Bill and Mac left
some big shoes to fill, but Ken Williams, AJ Harrison, Joe Hurst, and many
others have stepped up in their places.

Reunion week information is included with this Quarterly news letter.
Nominations for the Hall of Honor have been requested and are due this
month. Major General Craig Koziol will be the quest speaker at the Banquet.
The golf tournament will be held at the Alsatian Inn golf course in Castroville.
The banquet will be held at the Lackland AFB Gateway Club. I hope to see
many of you during the reunion week to celebrate our Silver Anniversary and
honor those members that have given their lives in defense of our country.
Please spread the word to all of your old friends. See you in September.

Bob Crabtree

President
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Spring Fling Social

FTVA held its Spring Fling social on May 20, 2006 at the Officer’s Club,
Kelly USA. Approximately 51 people attended, including a group of FTVA
Heritage Chapter members, led by President Wayne Bascome, who traveled by
chartered bus from San Angelo, TX.

Tom Nurre, Vice President of the Heritage Chapter was the guest speaker
for the evening and gave a slide presentation of an overview of chapter
projects accomplished and new projects projected in the future.

Pending dedication of Goodfellow AFB building 519 (Intelligence Analysis
Training) is tentatively scheduled to be dedicated to TSgt Fred Sebers in
September 2006. Also, another project be reviewed is the renovation of the
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Heritage Lobby of the Goodfellow NCO Academy. The academy, although
now part of the Air Education & Training command, named after CMSgt
James B. Heath, contains vast history of USAFSS/ESC.

FTVA also welcomed AIA V/Commander B/Gen Jan-Marc Jouas and his
wife Marion; FTVA President Bob Crabtree thanked Ken Williams for
organizing the social and everyone for coming. A good time was had by all.

(From left to right)Diane Ross, Larry Ross, Kitty Nurre, Tom Nurre (VP), J. J. Graham(Sec/Treas),
Chae Bascom, Wayne Bascom (Pres), Bill Harris, Cindy Willey

Goodfellow NCO Academy

Goodfellow
AFB
Historian Thank You
DEPARTMENT OF THE AIR FORCE
AIR EDUCATION AND TRAINING COMMAND

April 4, 2006

Dr John Garrett
17 TRW/HO
351 Kearney Boulevard Suite 226
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Goodfellow AFB TX 76908

CMSgt (ret) Robert V. Crabtree
President, Freedom Through Vigilance Association

P.O. Box 691616

San Antonio TX 78269-1616
Dear Chief Crabtree

I wish to express my deepest gratitude and appreciation for the kind
assistance you and the Freedom Through Vigilance Association provided for
the dedication of the EC-47 display at Goodfellow AFB last autumn. Our goal
was to create a close representation of the aircraft that flew the final Air Force
ARDF mission over Southeast Asia during the Vietnam War, and to dedicate
that aircraft in permanent tribute to the Airmen who trained at Goodfellow and
flew those missions between 1966 and 1974. With your generous support,
particularly in making possible the pre-ceremony social and in placing the fine
dedication plaques next to the aircraft, we were able to accomplish that goal.

I feel I also owe you an apology for the timing of this letter. In the
press of other projects on heels of the dedication ceremony plus the run up to
our Operational Readiness Inspection, I failed to get this to you in anything
approaching a timely manner. Please know, however, that I am no less grateful
and your assistance is no less appreciated for the time I have allowed to pass.

In closing, please allow me to thank you again for helping make this
event so memorable. If I ever may be of assistance to you in the future, please
do not hesitate to contact me.

Sincerely
JOHN V. GARRETT

Historian

FTVA Chapter News

Heritage Chapter - Subject: EC-47 Phase II

J.C./Rick-Greetings from the Heritage Chapter of the FTVA here at
Goodfellow AFB. I met with Doc Garrett (17TW Historian) and Tom Nurre
today to begin planning two very special events coming up in the near future
here at Goodfellow:

First, the re-dedication of our EC-47Q and, secondly, the naming of
Building 519--it's where intelligence analysts are trained--in memory of TSgt
Fred Sebers. We have tentatively set a date of September 22nd for these
events; I'll keep you updated as things progress. Our plan is to have the re-
dedication followed immediately--after a short walk or bus ride to the north
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end of the base--by the Sebers memorialization. Of course we welcome
everyone and anyone who would like to attend, especially those who have not
yet seen our beautiful EC-47Q.
In addition to the September 22nd event, we are now looking at what Doc calls
Phase II of the EC-47. We are looking to install actual equipment or perhaps
mock-ups with faceplates inside 204 to bring it back to life and make it
suitable for tours by visitors. The goal is to equip the aircraft with all four
collection positions plus navigator position, have each manned by a smartly-
dressed mannequin and perhaps even have some actual mission sound effects.
It's quite a big task and one that comes with lots of questions. Are
there photos out there of each of the positions on the 38 bird? Is there enough
information--photos, specs, etc--to actually build a mock-up of the back end of
a Q bird? We'll work on the front end later. Is any of the actual equipment still
out there somewhere? If so, where and how would we go about acquiring it? If
it no longer exists, can we get photos, dimensions, etc clear enough to use to
fabricate some of the positions and equipment? There were probably tens of
thousands of photographs taken of the equipment on the various EC-47
configurations but we are looking only at the positions and equipment on a
"Q" bird. We can discuss all this in more detail in Colorado Springs but, in the
meantime, I would appreciate you both passing this on to see if we can get the
ball rolling. Warmest Regards
Ed Bendinelli

EDITOR’S DISCLAIMER

Information in the form of letters, notes, fax, e-mail, or by phone is
accepted as true and factual. In order to include as much information as
possible, some of it may be edited for brevity or may be delayed for later
publication. Publishing of any article or notice in this Newsletter does not
assure accuracy or endorsement by the Association or Agency. /DND//
SPOTLITE
FTVA Lifetime Member Gen Michael V. Hayden New CIA Director
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((Excerpts from Washington Post article by Charles Babington. Photo by Jason Reed/Reuters))
Air Force Gen. Michael Hayden, a career intelligence officer who has
overseen some of the government’s most secret and controversial surveillance
programs was confirmed Friday (May 17, 2006) by the Senate to head the CIA
as it tries to regain some of its lost luster.
Hayden, 61, will become the first member of the military to run the
CIA since Adm. Stansfield Turner 25 years ago.
((Ed Note: Gen Hayden is a lifetime member of FTVA since his tour as
Commander AIA, 5 Jan 1996-5 Sept 1997. He has also participated in social
activities of FTVA National Capital Chapter /Dap))

Air Force releases new mission statement
By Master Sgt. Mitch Gettle Air Force Print News

WASHINGTON (AFPN) - The realities of the world have changed
dramatically since the creation of the Air Force in 1947 and continue to change
almost daily.

With these changes in mind, Air Force leaders released a new mission
statement Dec. 7 that defines the current and future direction of the Air Force.

"Today, our world is fast paced, constantly shifting and filled with a
wide range of challenges," Secretary of the Air Force Michael W. Wynne and
Air Force Chief of Staff Gen. T. Michael Moseley wrote in a joint Letter to
Airmen. "Our mission is our guiding compass, and it must be clearer than ever
before."

The mission statement defines the "where and what" the Air Force
accomplishes on a daily basis. The statement includes two new concepts,
"sovereign options" and "cyberspace," which the secretary and chief defined.

They said having sovereign options is the essence of being a
superpower.

"Our task is to provide the National Command Authority and the combatant
commanders with an array of options ... options that are not limited by the
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tyranny of distance, the urgency of time, or the strength of our enemy's
defenses," they said. "With one hand the Air Force can deliver humanitarian
assistance to the farthest reaches of the globe, while with the other hand we
can destroy a target anywhere in the world."

The term cyberspace includes network security, data transmission and
the sharing of information. "We have quite a few of our Airmen dedicated to
cyberspace ... from security awareness, making sure the networks can't be
penetrated, well as figuring out countermeasures," Secretary Wynne said. "The
Air Force is a natural leader in the cyber world and we thought it would be
best to recognize that talent.”

Adversaries of the United States will use any method or venue
necessary to contest America and it is an Airman's calling to dominate air,
space and cyberspace, the leaders said. "If we can decisively and consistently
dominate our assigned commons, then we will deter countless conflicts," they
said. "If our enemies are foolish and underestimate our resolve, then we will
fly, fight, and destroy them."

Using past air power pioneers as examples of understanding the
mission, they said, "Our new mission statement has evolved over time, but it
does not change the nature of who we are or what we do."

Two Airmen selected as 2006 Ambassadors
By Staff Sgt. Kenya Shiloh - Air Intelligence Agency Public Affairs

Staff Sgt. Simon K. Mace, one of the 2005 Ambassadors, passed on
ambassador duties to two new Airmen who will represent the Air Force and
AIA in 2006 during a reception held Jan. 4 in the B.A. Larger Auditorium,
Lackland Air Force Base, Texas.

"This program is incredible. I did things this year I never thought I
would. It's not everyday you get to sit next to a 'King' and have lunch,"
Sergeant Mace said. "This community has cared for and honored our military
since that first Battle of Flowers Parade and their treatment of the AIA
Ambassadors has followed in that trend. This year was maybe one of the
greatest in my life because the group of people who serve their country often
in the shadows and often unrecognized allowed me to see some sunshine and
represent the Air Force and this incredible agency. That opportunity is second
to none and I want to thank everyone for the
opportunity."”

This year's ambassadors, Senior Airman
Amanda E. Belden and Tech. Sgt. Torree M. White,
will represent 13,000 AIA members worldwide to
promote the Air Force and military way of life during
community activities held throughout San Antonio and
surrounding areas.

Airman Belden is a command and control
warfare analyst at Air Force Information Warfare
Center. She maintains and authenticates command and
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control information on target-country database records in the Depart of
Defense Modernized Integrated Database. She also performs multi-source
analysis on C2W systems and correlates and verifies data for entry in Constant
Web.

Hailing from West Farmington, Ohio, she entered the Air Force in
2001 and has been assigned to Lackland since August 2003.

As an active member of the community, Airman Belden participated
in the Big Brother/Big Sister program and is a member of the base mentor
program. In addition to mentoring duties, she is the secretary of the Lackland
Military Against Drunk Driving Program and dances with the Encore Dance
Dimensions group who recently performed a ballet recital for the physically
impaired and the elderly.

"My experience as an Ambassador will definitely stand out as one of
the highlights of my career, Airman Belden said.”There is a lot of pressure
representing an agency with so many professional and diverse people; yet
knowing that my leadership believes in me has already given me more
confidence. I am looking forward to meeting many of the great people who
make up this city, as well as representing the Air Force."

Sergeant White is the NCO in charge of
operations intelligence requirements with the 33rd
Information Operations Squadron. His duties include
managing, researching, analyzing and identifying
intelligence gaps and shortfalls. He ensures
information operations intelligence are generated,
submitted to national intelligence agencies and tracked
in direct support to Joint Chiefs of Staff operation
plans and combatant commander requirements. He

Y conducts intelligence training and general intelligence
briefings to maintain geo-political situational awareness for squadron
leadership and senior decision makers.

A native of Warrenton, N.C., he entered the Air Force in 1990 and
has been assigned to the 33rd IOS at Lackland since August. He is deeply
involved in the Deeper Life Ministries and volunteers at the Habitat for
Humanity Store and Goldsboro Soup Kitchen. Sergeant White also teaches art
classes to local high school students and teaches a weekly lunchtime Bible
class as well as travels the country with a performing arts ministry.

"I applied for the Ambassador program because the program provides
an opportunity for a person to make a significant impact in the Air Force, AIA
and San Antonio," Sergeant White said. "This opportunity has unlimited
potential that deserves my best effort. I am humbled that AIA leadership
would select me from such a competitive group of nominees to represent the
Air Force and more than 12,000 of the world's best intelligence professionals."

The AIA ambassadors, along with their counterparts from other
military installations in San Antonio, will participate in more than 50 events
during Fiesta Week as well as take part in community events such as parades;
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school activities during Career Day, and the Audie L. Murphy Hospital during
the Annual National Salute to Hospitalized Veterans Program.

Study of Intelligence conference

Dan; this was sent to me by Noel Parsons of Lubbock TX. He is a graduate
of 8031 (Com Intel Officer Course in Sprint of 1965) and was stationed at Rein
Mein AFB Ger. He works for Texas Tech University and thought we might be
interested in passing this on.

Buck Buchanan

”Subject: Conference on Intelligence in the Vietnam War

Bruce, "the Vietnam Center and Archive here at TTU and the Center for the
Study of Intelligence are planning a conference, "Intelligence in the Vietnam
War," in October of this year. The website describing the meeting is:
http://www.vietnam.ttu.edu/vietnamcenter/events/2006_Intel Conference/ind
ex.htm.

It occurred to me that this might be something members of the Freedom
Through Vigilance Association might be interested in. The great thing about
the Vietnam Center is that many of the attendees at their conferences, and at
least half the presenters of papers, are veterans. They are just this weekend
holding a conference on ARVN, and many Vietnamese veterans are here to tell
their stories. COMINT and SIGINT are often ignored in these intelligence
conferences, so it would be great to get some of the vets of the Southeast Asia
units here to contribute to the discussions. Also, the FTVA might be able to
spread the word to any scholarly researchers who are doing work on the use of
electronic intelligence in the Vietnam War.

I wish I could get to Kelly for the get-together on May 6."

[FALLEN EAGLES |

The Association has learned of the following losses from caring
relatives/friends and/or obituaries. We extend our prayers and sympathy to
their loved ones.

Samuel E. Boswell, Lt. Col., USAF-Ret

Philip D. Carlson, Col., USAF-Ret, FTVA Member

Deborah O. Clever, Wife of TSgt Louis Clever (Deceased-KIA/SEA)

Anthony Warren Courville, USAF-Ret

Emma Day, FTVA Member, Wife of CMSgt Dwight Day (Deceased)

John Samuel “Big John “Deaver, SMSgt, USAF-Ret, FTVA Member

Richard Dewberry, USAFSS 2" RSM, USAF-Ret

John W. Duncan, USAFSS/ESC
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James “Jimmy” Ely, CMSgt, USAF-Ret

Betty Ann Gallagher Wife of Col Thomas K. Gallagher USAF-Ret FTVA
Lifetime Member

Richard L. Gaunt, SMSgt, USAF-Ret, FTVA Member

Thomas Holton, USAFSS COMSEC Vet

James Ricky Gilchrist, USAFSS/ESC Vet

Richard R. Moore, USAFSS Vet — 69215 RGM

William (Bill) Roy Thompson, SMSgt, USAF-Ret

Robert L Van Pelt, 2nd RSM, USAF-Ret

Elizabeth C. Velie, Wife of CMsgt (Ret) Bernie Velie, FTVA Member

She often said she felt God in the garden. Now Betty Ann
Gallagher has gone to join God in the gardens of Heaven, after
76 years on Earth. Betty Ann passed away March 24, 2006 after
a life lived in dedication, devotion and love for her family. Betty
Ann was born January 25, 1930 in Glasgow, Montana. Betty
Ann attended Carroll College and became a registered nurse. In
1952, she married Thomas K. Gallagher and then traveled the
world raising her two daughters on military bases and postings from Moscow
to Okinawa to her beloved Hawaii. In her later life she proudly and lovingly
watched her daughters marry and have children of their own, and she enjoyed
the happiness and fulfillment of being a grandmother to bright, beautiful and
intelligent grandchildren. Her strength, determination and enthusiasm for life
was an inspiration for all who knew and loved her. Betty Ann is survived by
her husband of 53 years Colonel Thomas K. Gallagher, USAF (Ret.). // Obit
//Grover Jackson & I attended her funeral today at AF Village II. Her husband
Col (Ret) Tom Galllagher was a true Cold War Warrior and he also served as
the NSA Rep to MACV/7AF in Saigon. He was the HQ USAF SIGINT
Branch Chief in the mid-1970s. He resides at AF Village II and his address is:
5100 John D Ryan Blvd, San Antonio, TX 78245 //Bob Cope//

Emma Day passed into her Lord's hands on March 26, 2006
at the age of 73 years. She was preceded in death by her
loving husband, Dwight H. Day. Emma proudly served in
finance accounting for the United States Air Force from
/ 1951-1955. Emma also was an active member of the Pyron
| .“ Ave. Baptist Church and enjoyed the freedom provided in
- playing an intricate part in the well being of her
grandchildren. /Obit //
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Just received word (rather late) that one of our members, Thomas Holton had
passed away on May 16, 2004. Sorry that I did not know this sooner. // Tony
Lemons //
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I received the following email from Ulysses "Dusty" Rhodes this evening
regarding the passing of Richard Dewberry. “This is to let you know that
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Nancy, Rick's wife called and informed me that her husband, Richard
Dewberry passed away this morning (19 March, 2006) at 2:00 A.M. Rick
never returned home from his initial confinement to the hospital. His last six
weeks was spent in some type of medical facility. He asked me not to relay
how ill he was and of course I honored his request. I know his passing will
shock many folks, but now can be disseminated to keep everyone informed.
The boys from the bloody deuce are taking a licking this year. Dusty”
According to my records Rick had worked in the administrative section of the
2nd RSM and had retired from the USAF in 1966 and from the CIA in 1986.
He had been quite active in the VFW and had served as Commander of his
local chapter. /Bill Campbell //
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Please pass this on for printing in the Newsletter. Below is an obit of a good
friend who was in USAFSS and still worked at NSA. He was a Backender in
Nam. Two tours in Nam. I do not know if he was a member of our
Organization or not. I did give him a membership application. /Jim Williams
// “CUMBERLAND MARYLAND - John W. Duncan, 56, of Cumberland,
passed away on Thursday, March 16, 2006, at Sacred Heart Hospital. Born Oct.
5, 1949, in Frostburg, he was the son of the late George and Lillian (Hitchens)
Duncan. Mr. Duncan was employed with the Essex Corporation at Fort Meade
as a Telephone Technician. He was a 1967 Beall High School graduate and
served Two Tours of Duty during Vietnam with the United States Air Force
Security Service. He was a former employee of Duckworth Brothers, Eckhart
and was a member of the Frostburg American Legion, Frostburg Eagles, Laurel
Elks, Mount Savage V.F.W. and the Cumberland Vietnam Veterans of America
Chapter 172. Mr. Duncan was Methodist by faith. He will be loved and missed
by his family and friends.// Obit //
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DEAVER, JOHN "BIG JOHN" SAMUEL, SMSGT AIR FORCE, RET. —
age 79, passed away at Methodist Medical Center of Oak Ridge after a short
illness on March 6, 2006. He was born in Postel, TN and had lived in
Knoxville, TN since September of 1975. He had been a veteran of three wars,
and was in the military, both Navy and Air Force for a total of 31 years and 12
days; retiring in September of 1975 as a Senior Master Sergeant. During the
time he was awarded 8 Air Medals, 2 Meritorious Service Medals, the Air
Force Commendation Medal and 12 Good Conduct medals. He worked full
time after retirement from the Air Force, and went to the University of
Tennessee at night for seven years to graduate with Honors in December of
1983 with a BS in Business Administration maintaining a GPA of 3.21. He
adored his children and the bonding relationships he made through the many
tours he did while in the Air Force, and most enjoyed the reunions held many
of the years after his retirement. He was inducted into the Air Force
Intelligence Hall of Honor in 1999, of which he was extremely proud. He also
had the privilege of becoming a Freemason on February 28, 1948, and received
his 50-year pin in 1998. // Obit - Knoxville Times Sentinel March 7, 2006 //
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James Rickey Gilchrist 57, died Friday, Feb. 24, 2004 after an extended
illness Rickey was a graduate of Coffee High School and the University of
North Alabama. He was a veteran, proudly serving his country in the U.S. Air
Force. Rickey was a member of St. Bartholomew Episcopal Church; He
worked in the family business and managed the Fontainebleau Apartments. /
Obit —Times Daily, Northwest Alabama // He was an X1 in Misawa, 6921
Scty Wg. in 1970 to Apr 1972.
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Lt. Col Samuel E. Boswell, USAF (ret), passed away on
Tuesday, April 18, 2006 at home, after a 23 year battle
with cancer. Sam was born in Clarksville, Texas and
raised in Alvord, Texas. He enlisted in the Navy at the
close of WWII and had one year of active duty before
separating from the service to attend college. Sam was a
"Fightin' Texas Aggie", class of 1947. Upon completion of
his education, Sam entered the U.S. Army Air Corp as a
Second Lieutenant and staff engineer and rose in rank and
command positions while serving in Japan, The Philippine
Islands, Pakistan, Viet Nam, Spain and Germany, as well
as serving at seven different bases in the continental U.S. Among his many
decorations for his service to our country, Sam was awarded the Bronze Star,
the Meritorious Service Medal twice, and numerous Air Force Commendation
Medals. Sam was a member of the "Missile Man" Teams during the Kennedy
Administration; he commanded several Civil Engineering Squadrons both
stateside and overseas, he served with the Inspector General's Team of the U.S.
Air Forces, Europe, and finished his career at Lackland Air Force Base as
Deputy Director, Engineering for the Security Services branch of the Air Force.
Along with his rewarding career in the military, Sam was a diehard Aggie fan
for life and a 50 year Master Mason in Hill Country Lodge #456. Sam was an
avid social golfer and enjoyed international travel with his wife and family. He
and Colleen considered traveling to Scotland and playing the Old Course at St.
Andrews as one of the major highlights of their travels. They had just recently
received the news that their grandson, Stephen, would be attending Texas
A&M University in the fall of this year. // Obit // Dan, Yes, Col Boswell is on
the PAS (Peshawar Air station) roster. He and Colleen are listed on the Officer
Information Roster dated June 1965. He is also listed in the '64 and '65 editions
of the station telephone directory. Unfortunately, I had no contact information
for him. I have no indications that any other PAS vets have listed him in their
recollections. He was a Major while at PAS and served in the Ultility
Engineering Office. 1 estimate he was at PAS for two years 63-65. // Milt
Fulghum //
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COL. PHILIP D. CARLSON Philip D. Carlson, age
73, passed away on Saturday, April 29, 2006, after a
sudden illness. He was born on 4 May 1933 in Isanti,
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MN and graduated from Princeton High School, Princeton, MN in 1951. He
earned a Bachelor of Arts degree in Economics from the University of
Minnesota in 1955 and a Master's degree in Public Administration from
Auburn University, AL in 1972. He was also a graduate of the Air Force Air
Command and Staff College. Commissioned through the Air Force Reserve
Officer Training Corps program, Col. Carlson began his active duty career in
March 1956 with pilot training at Marana Air Base in AZ, and continued at
Bryan AFB, TX where he received his pilot's wings. He was then assigned to
Moody AFB, GA in June 1957 for F-86D training and in Jan 1958 was
assigned as a fighter interceptor pilot with the 4th Fighter Interceptor Squadron
at Misawa Air Base, Japan. He returned to the United States in Jan 1961 and
was assigned as HQ Sq Commander for the 401st Tactical Fighter Wing at
England AFB, TX. In June 1963, he was assigned to HQ Pacific Security
Region, Wheeler AFB, HI and then was attached to the Intelligence Staff of
Headquarters Pacific Air Forces at Hickam AFB, HI. In Sept 1966, Col Carlson
was transferred to Headquarters USAF Security Service, Kelly AFB, San
Antonio, TX as an intelligence staff officer. His next assignment was as
Commander of Detachment 2, 6994th Security Squadron, Pleiku Air Base,
Republic of Vietnam, in July of 1968. Following graduation from Air
Command and Staff College in June 1970, he became an education staff officer
with the Air University, Maxwell AFB, AL. In Jan 1974, he became
Commandant of the AF Logistics Command Noncommissioned Officer
Academy, Robins AFB, GA. In July 1977, Col Carlson returned to HQ
UASFSS as Director of Plans and Policies, DCS/Plans and Operations, and
later served as Director of Operations Readiness, DCS/Operations. In June
1980, the colonel assumed command of Headquarters Electronic Security
Europe, Ramstein Air Base, Germany. In this capacity, he was responsible for
all Electronic Security Command units and resources in the European theater.
In November 1981, he became assistant DCS/Intelligence, HQ USAF Europe,
also at Ramstein. He assumed his final assignment as Deputy Chief of Staff,
Intelligence, HQ ESC, at Kelly AFB, San Antonio, TX in August 1984. Col.
Carlson's awards and decorations include the Legion of Merit, the Bronze Star,
three Meritorious Service Medals, three Air Force Commendation Medals and
the Purple Heart. / Obit // Phil Carlson and Joyce, his delightful wife, were
outstanding members of our command. I believe that I first met Phil at Pleiku
when I was there on TDY. Phil was then, and always was, a truly dedicated Air
Force and USAFSS/ESC member. Phil previously had a "close up and
personal" experience with the Grim Reaper at Ramstein when he was the ESR
commander. Just before he alighted from his trusty VW there was a violent
explosion in the parking lot in front of USAFE headquarters. The VW saved
his life; had he alighted mere seconds later he would probably have met him
earlier. Phil Carlson will be missed by all that had the honor and joy of
knowing him. // Doug Holden //
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S 7 William (Bill) Roy Thompson (SMSgt-Ret) of San Antonio
TX passed away May 2, 2006, at the age of 60 at the Brooke
Army Medical Center. Bill was born in Greenwood Springs,
MS on Dec 22, 1945. After graduating from high school in
June of 1963, he enlisted in the Air Force in Aug. 1963. His
military career traversed the world including the VietNam
conflict, and Witchita Falls TX, Moody AFB, GA, Hurlburt
Field FL, San Vito, Italy and the Personnel Center at Randolph. As a decorated
veteran having received the, Bronze Star Medal, Vietnam Service Medal with
six Bronze Service Stars, the Republic of Vietnam Gallantry Cross with Palm
Device, Republic of Vietnam Campaign Medal, and Meritorious Service
Medal with 3 Oak Leaf Clusters. After retiring from active duty he went to
work for the Military Personnel Center having various roles, including the
Lead of the Base Level Military Personnel System, lead the legacy conversion
of the National Guard Bureau, the lead developer of the modern Defense
Civilian Personnel System, leading to representing the National Guard Bureau

as their lead liaison officer. // Obit //
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Dear Mr. Edwards, I know that it has been awhile since I have contacted you
all. But I have some news to forward to you. My mother, Deborah Clever
(wife to Louis Clever) died. She has been buried at Jefferson Barracks in St.
Louis Missouri. We got her as close to my Dad as we could get her. Regards,
Donna Clever Bridges. //Submitted by Bobby Edwards 6910" Darmstadt —
Augsburg //
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Moore, Richard R. (Dick) - After a lengthy and valiant battle with prostate
cancer, Dick Moore succumbed peacefully on May 4, 2006, surrounded by
family and friends. He died as he had lived -with dignity and grace. He
was 70. Dick was born on Christmas Eve in 1935 in Mt. Oliver,
Pennsylvania, as one of three sons. After high school, Dick attended Syracuse
University where he studied languages. He served with distinction in the
U.S. Air Force where he spent four years in Tokyo during the Korean War
translating messages as a Russian linguist. Dick moved to Texas in 1969,
where he developed a 30-year career in the insurance and mortgage banking
industries. In 1985, Dick married Del Dixon and they became well known for
their talents as both authors and performers in the Press Club of Dallas'
Gridiron Show where they entertained audiences with their singing and

14



June 2006 Remain In Touch
dancing. Dick retained his good humor and passion for life until the end. Only
two weeks ago, Dick occasionally delighted departing passengers with
impromptu song and dance numbers while working for the Transportation
Security Administration at D/FW International Airport. Dick's physicians called
him a "Crusader" and a "Poster Boy" for his willingness to be at the forefront of
new cancer treatments. Dick's legacy will always be his kindness, his
gentleness, his willingness to be a true friend, a good listener, a gentle and
humble man who was always thinking of others, an entertainer, a person who
always wore a smile on his face, had a kind word, or a pat on the back -
creating cherished memories of a lifetime. // Obit submitted by Bill Burhans
//Research by Helen Henderson reveals he is was assigned to 6921 RSM as A2/C
in Dec 1959. // Dap //
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I received the following e-mail from Kathy Keenan regarding the passing of
her father Robert L Van Pelt in January of this year. According to my records
Bob worked in the crypto section at the 2nd RSM and retired from the USAF in
1966. He later retired from the Texas Public School System in 1986 and then
was a Property Tax Consultant finally retiring in 1991.Kathy's address
information is listed below and she contacted me using Bob’s email address of
_mistervan@webtv.net_ (mailto:mistervan@webtv.net) //Bill Campbell //
Good afternoon Web Friends, I am writing all of you to let you know my
Daddy, Bob Van Pelt, "Mister Van" @ web tv.net, passed away Jan. 29, 2006.
I imagine you can say, his new address is now, "Mister Van" @
HEAVEN.GOD. I want to tell you that knowing each of you made him very
happy and gave him many wonderful hours of pleasure. Thank you for being
such an important part of his life. If you would like to contact me, please feel
free to call or write to me at: Kathy Keenan 208 Benoist Circle Bossier City,
La 71111, 318-747-3598
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Hi folks, just wanted to pass this info along in the event that you might have
known or knew of and remember Tony Courville who passed away this last
Friday in San Angelo Texas. Tony was a SSgt (Morse Ops) on A flight when |
arrived at Kirknewton in late 58. He retired from the AF after 25 years service
in 1978. His wife's name is Margaret. Do not know if she is Scottish. // John
Stapchuk // Anthony Warren Courville, 70, of San Angelo passed away
Friday, May 19, 2006 in a local hospital. Born: Sep 06, 1935, Died: May 19,
2006 Tony was born in Eunice, Louisiana. He joined the U.S. Air Force and
served for 25 years. He retired in 1978. After graduating from ASU, Tony went
to work for the Veterans Administration as a Readjustment Counselor. He was
a member of 3 Rivers, Sams R.V. Group and TX Military Retirees R.V. group
and enjoyed R.V.ing with all his friends. Tony was a beloved husband, father
and "Paw-Paw".// Obit //
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Dear Mr. Beart, My father, SMS (Ret.) Richard L. Gaunt, died in January
of this year. I want to tell you that although he had become a less active
member in the recent years in the Association, he certainly looked forward to
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receiving your newsletter. Yours truly, / Linda Gaunt 6415 Flint Rock
Drive San Antonio, TX 78238/
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Dottie, Jimmy Ely passed away this weekend. He was a retired Chief and a
long time Big Safari guy. I'm sure many at AIA knew him, including your
boss.//Paul Martin //
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Elizabeth C. Velie (Betty) entered eternal rest with the Lord on
May 30, 2006 at the age of 76. She was born on August 20, 1929
in Philadelphia, Pennsylvania. Elizabeth is survived by her
beloved husband of 55 years Bernard.

Wounded Eagles

(1) Maj Gen John E. Morrison, Jr. USAF-Ret — 02 May 06
Maj. Gen. John E. Morrison, Jr. (USAF Retired) suffered a fall and was in the
Anne Arundel Medical Center in Annapolis for hip replacement surgery. The
surgery was successful and he was moved to a rehab facility while he
recuperates. He may be reached at the:

Heritage Harbor Health and Rehabilitation Center

2700 South Haven Rd, Annapolis, MD 21401 Tel: 410-897-1300
Above article from my Association for Intelligence Officers (AFIO)
newsletter.

Ed Chaffin - (281) 987-6817

(2) Doye Uptain — 27 Apr 06

Just received word through Lou Rocha and Tom & Dawn Kirker that
Doyle Uptain Former Command Chief Master Sergeant and FTVA Lifetime
member has Alzheimer's dementia and is in an Assistance Living Nursing
Home, Woodbridge Estate 9505 Fredericksburg Rd (cross street Bluemel),
Room 58.

Talked to his wife Mary Frances and she said he is able to have visitors
and his long term memory is fine but has very bad short term memory. Normal
Visiting hours but don't visit between 12 & 1 PM Lunch time. Mary Frances
advises if anyone visits him to get him out of the room and walk the grounds
with him. Her telephone # is 210-681-4963. Request you call her prior to visit.
Their mailing address has changed to:

Mr. Mrs. Doyle E Uptain
POB 681022

San Antonio 78268-1022
Dan Dapolito

(3)Larry Tart — 23 Apr 06

Alle,Just a brief (short & happy) update to my Glowin' in the Dark post surgery
report of 17 February. Recent lab tests indicate that I have made a miraculous
recovery from my prostate cancer that was diagnosed last summer. My latest
PSA reading earlier this month was 0.07 contrasted against a PSA level of 6.00
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on 17 November 2005--immediately before I began my treatment regime in
Florida. We are back home in Pennsylvania & life is good!!!

Larry Tart
Sending from State College, PA
Phone: 814 238-7067

P.S. I would probably not be with you today were it not for catching my colon
cancer in its early stage in 1995. Catching prostate cancer in its early stage is
likewise important. I urge any of you who may be remiss in getting regular
physical check-ups (to include colonoscopies and PSA lab tests as applicable)
to schedule your medical check-ups NOW. Do it for your loved ones if not for
yourself. LRT

Cobra Ball Crashes on Shemya.

On March 15, 1981, Cobra Ball crashed on Shemya. Following is a tribute
to the crew. It was written over twenty five years ago and is repeated here,
lest we forget.

Lonnie Henderson, MSgt, USAF (Ret)
Cobra Ball Crashes on Shemya ...

At first the mind refuses to accept what the ears have heard. Every
instinct tells us to close our ears and shut off the word that we are hearing.
As long as we don't hear the words, we don't have to accept the reality of
the sound. But the deafening silence accompanying the announcement
demands acceptance of the stark reality of the event.

Rumors abound as bits and pieces of information trickle in. We
listen but don't want to hear. The word spreads and initial refusal to
accept, to believe, turns to mute and stunned realization. More rumors,
stories of death, acts of heroism, quickly spread.

Our family is small, those of us in the airborne business. We know
each other, we've flown together, played together, worked together, around
the world. We know your families, your kids, and you know ours. Now part
of our family is hurt and the wound affects us all.

Details are scant, and our mind gears up for the worst - the shadows
of the mind grow large as our imagination runs rampant. Maturity of
adulthood has vanished to be replaced with the imaginings of a child afraid
of things that go bump in the night. Our logical mind demands to know,
but the hidden ostrich in all of us tries to shut out reality. Rumor changes
to fact as detailed information becomes available. We can no longer avoid
the unavoidable - crewmembers have died.. Others are injured, some are
all right, but the guesswork is over. We breathe a silent prayer of thanks
for the survivors, request comfort for the families of those killed and
injured, and secretly, perhaps with some guilt, thank God that it wasn't us.
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It's been a year since Cobra Ball went down on Shemya, taking with
it a combined SAC and ESC crew. Two ESC crewmembers died on that
flight. Others were injured, some seriously, some less so. For some, the
most tragic wounds are those of the mind, the wounds which leave no
external scars. We're still flying, but the realization that it could happen to
any one of us has been brought a little closer.

LEST WE FORGET
"With all these medals and a quarter, you can get a cup of coffee
almost any where..."

This statement has been heard time and again throughout our
command, half jokingly and half in truth. There a lot of ribbons
adorning the chests of ESC personnel, but few recipients will really sit
down and tell you what it took to get them - they weren't trying for a
medal when the action took place. They happened to be there and they
did what had to be done.

No one really thinks of the risks involved at a time like that. If we
did, there would be no heroes. There were many heroic deeds on that
small island in the Bering Sea on the 15th of March. Some of the acts
were recognized, some were not. A multi-colored piece of cloth on a
metal medallion means something, but the knowledge that each
crewmember has that he did his very best means even more

Our hats are off to each crewmember who walked away from that
crash. Whether or not you were officially recognized for your actions on
that day is not really important. We, your fellow crewmembers,
recognize you and salute you. Medal recipients and medals received as a
result of the Cobra Ball crash are as follows:

SSgt Harry L. Parsons IIlL  Meritorious Service Medal (Posthumous)

SSgt Steven C. Balcer Meritorious Service Medal (Posthumous)
TSgt David J. Gerke Airman's Medal
TSgt Tommie C. Woods Airman's Medal

Dave Gerke and Tommie Woods have been notified that they are
the recipients of the 1981 Cheney Award. This award is given for "an
act of valor, extreme fortitude, or self-sacrifice in a humanitarian
interest program in connection with aircraft." LEST WE FORGET
Lonnie Henderson (chiefl@netride.net) sending from the cultural center of
the entire Southwest, if not the known universe.

VQ-1's P4M-1Q crash off China - 1956

The Web Site listed below contains an article “Truth and Lies” By
Katherine Shaver published in the Washing ton Post on May 7, 2006. The
article gives an account of a U.S. Navy plane that had been shot down off the
coast of Shanghai during a Cold War spy mission in 1956.

The article also asks the questions: Did Navy pilot James Deane die
during a top-secret mission, as the Navy told her? Or should she believe U.S.
intelligence reports that he'd been captured alive? Desperate for answers,
Beverly Shaver turned to two allies: old friend Donald Rumsfeld and her
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daughter. The article also mentions a USAF plane as being in the same area as
the Navy plane.

Phil Kivett (FTVA Member) New Book

I have written a book that will be released in June of this year. The
title is”Intelligence Failures and Decent Intervals.” 1 invite your attention to
a description of the work, a few words about the author and a preview at:
http://www.authorhouse.com/Bookstore/ItemDetail~bookid~34801.aspx_
(http://www.authorhouse.com/Bookstore/ItemDetail~bookid~34801.aspx)

I have taken a hit on my royalties, making the book available to
former Comrades-in-arms, friends and relatives by ordering from the above
web site. The site price will be $11.00, but the "downtown" bookstores will sell
the book for $19.99. 1 urge your perusal of the material at the above site, and
your purchase on line as soon as the book is released. I plan to make the FTVA
2006 Reunion, and I will happily sign copies of all who show up with them.
Phil Kivett (USAFSS 1956 to 1970)
Your Vet's Benefits or Help Your Wife While She's Your Wife; Not Your
Widow

In participating with some Veteran's groups, I find that many folks aren't
aware of some of the benefits available to them and their families. NOW is the
time to get your stuff together when you can help your wife — while she's your
wife, not your widow! Put the info together so she doesn't have to after you're
gone! IF you die of a VA certified service connected (note that's not a VA
condition with a disability rating, JUST a condition that's "VA service
connected") condition, your wife is eligible to receive VA Dependents'
Indemnity

Compensation (DIC - currently almost $1,000 per month TAX FREE FOR
LIFE—and it's indexed to COLA raises as well). That's like having a huge,
free life insurance policy...BUT you have to put the package together to get it!
YOU KNOW you were in Nam---And others of you know you were in
DESERT STORM, or Bosnia or IRAQI FREEDOM. Put the papers together
now that fully prove the case that you were there, on the ground, so that when
you're diagnosed with a "presumptive condition" (12 conditions including
ANY lung or prostate cancers or diabetes for Vietnam vets; who knows what
for DESERT STORM or Bosnia or IRAQI FREEDOM--but there will be
some things eventually so designated, believe me), you're ready to go to the
VA and not scrambling around when you have bigger stuff on your mind.

And perhaps you ought to look into Combat Related Special Compensation
from the Air Force. Start here :
http://ask.afpc.randolph.af.mil/crsc/default.asp?prods3=2039&prods2=39
&prods1=1&cats1=144&p_cats=144 or here:
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http://www.military.com/Resources/ResourcesContent/0,13964,38339--
,00.html or call 1-800-616-3775.

And while you're at it, please put together:

1. DURABLE Powers of Attorney
2. Advanced Health Directives
3 Current Wills for you AND your wife/significant other/whatever!

See your JAG or you can get a software package for around $30 that will do
this for you at home. The lawyers have won and if you don't have these 3
documents, you OR YOUR DEPENDENTS are simply not players in today's
world of legal necessities. Please don't procrastinate on these fairly simple
tasks; I've helped several widows and it's incredibly harder to do this after
you're gone...and in some cases, they can't be done at all.

Bob Cope

FTVA Board member

REUNION INFO

Third Annual Peshawar Air Station Alumni Association Reunion
The third annual reunion of the Peshawar Air Station Alumni Association will
he held in San Antonio. Texas.
Where: San Antonio, TX
Location: RED ROQOF INN - SAN ANTONIO DOWNTOWN

1911 E. Houston Street

San Antonio, Texas78205
When: Check in: Thursday, 28 September 2006

Check out: Sunday, 01 October 2006

To reserve your room, make sure that you state you are with the “Peshawar
Air Station Group, Group Code: B248PASAQ09”. Hotel reservation
telephone number is 1-809-REDROOF or 800-874-9009. Cost for the room is
$65 for single/double or $70 for deluxe king plus tax. The hotel’s location is
on the River Walk trolley route Unlimited trolley trips can he had for 80 cents
per day. The hotel has not given us a rate extension before or after the above
reunion dates. You should ask for a rate extension, if desired, when you make
your reservations. Please advise us of your arrival arid departure plans so we
can possibly schedule additional activities, if needed. This hotel rate includes a
continental breakfast for each guest. We have a block of 30 rooms until the
cut-off date of 01September. We can get additional rooms before the above
cut-off date if available Please make your reservations as soon as possible,
so more rooms can be allocated if needed. Reservations must he
guaranteed by an individual’s credit card, an advance first night‘s
deposit, or an existing account that is approved. Any Hotel Rooms NOT
cancelled before 4pm on arrival date will forfeit First Nights Room and
Tax.
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There is a $15 fee for the Hospitality Suite for each Association member (the
non-member fee is S20) and a $5 fee for each spouse or other guest. This fee
covers the cost of Hospitality Suite beverages, snacks etc.

A banquet will he held on Saturday evening. The Banquet fee is $25 per
person. Hospitality and Banquet fees must be paid by 08 September. These
funds are needed to pay for the Banquet and hospitality Suite items prior to the
reunion.

For the latest reunion details please visit the 6937thweb site at:
www.6937th.org

The PAS Board of Directors is looking forward to this year’s reunion. We
picked San Antonio and the above dates specifically to coincide our reunion
with that of the Freedom Through Vigilance Association and a number of
other unit reunions in the area. We have been in touch with many of you over
the last few years and look forward to meeting you or seeing you again. If you
are in contact with former 6937" communication Group members or anyone
who was ever assigned to Peshawar Air Station, please give them our contact
information an d send this information to them. Please bring along any PAS
memorabilia you have for the Hospitality Suite.

Milton Fulghum

780 River Glen Drive
O’Fallon, MO 63368-9645
Telephone — (636) 320-8039

E-mail fulghumml@yahoo.com

USAFSS/ESC/AFIC/AIA 2006 REUNION

The 2006 reunion will be held 28 to 30 September 2006. Schedule should
follow the normal reunion, golf tournament on Thursday the 28th,
Remembrance Ceremony and picnic on the 29th and on Saturday the 30th we
will have the Hall of Honor Induction and Dinner/Dance.

Please plan on joining us. Also, if you are a member of another
USAFSS/ESC/AFIC/AIA related unit, consider recommending to your group
to have your reunion in San Antonio in conjunction with ours. The more
people we get in one location, the more old long-lost friends find each other

Society of Old Backenders (SOB) reunion

The SOB 2006 reunion has been changed from the Alsatian Inn in Castroville
to the Medical Center Hotel, Oak Hills location on Wurzbach Road in San
Antonio. Unfortunately this move was necessitated by the change of mission at
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the Alsatian and attendant high costs for routine events. Dates: Sept 27-Oct 1.
Reservations: 1--800-468-3507, res code SOB. Full breakfast with each room
and early and late arrivals/departures get same rate. Airport pickup at 614 9900.
Rates are $64 to $69 for doubles and business kings, or two room suite $72.
Extra person in room is $10.

Contacts: Gary Belcher gbelcherl@satx.rr.com or bro Patrick Williams
pwilli2000@msn.com . Please notify one of us as you make reservations.

Berlin Island Association Reunion

The Berlin Island Association is having a reunion IN BERLIN in October of

this year, Friday the 6th thru Sunday the 8th. Highlights include boat cruise

past the "Spy Bridge" and walking tour of Tempelhof Airport. Contact Thomas

R. Emdy temdy@mn.rr.com for additional......

Florida Group (FLAG) 2006 Reunion

The 8th annual Florida Group (FLAG) of the Prop Wash Gang (PWG) reunion

took place in Leesburg, Florida, on March 3-5, 2006. Many war stories were

told or repeated and the former flyers and their spouses had another gr time.
FREhTe ~

==

GALS: Front: Ellen Eshleman, Zoila Stacey, Mary Tahtinen, Cathy Buteau, Carolyn Riedel,
Shirley Bristol, Back: Gaylyn Luther, Marie Marcelle, Eileen Byrne (hiding) Bettye Wilcher,
Judy Smith, Brenda Norman, Mavis Moore, Shelia Gwinn.
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GUYS: Front and Center: Ron Buteau Sitting: Larry Eshleman, Dave Heberling, Jon Gwinn,
Butch Moore Front: Ed Stacey, Pat O'Neal, Bob Byrne, Darrell Norman, Roger Pollock Back:
Bob Marcelle, Dave Bristol, Jim Luther, Jeff Wilcher, Dick Snyder, Chuck Wilcox, Jim
Tahtinen, Jack Riedel (hiding)

Airborne Maintenance Technician Association (AMTA) Reunion

The Airborne Maintenance Technician Association (AMTA) will have their
third reunion in Omaha, Nebraska September 20th through the 22nd, (2006)
Headquarters for the reunion will be the Holiday Inn Hotel and Suites in
Council Bluffs, ITowa. Go to the following link for more information:
http://www.amtassociation.org/2006AMTAReunion.htm or call John Hurst
at 402-296-2805.

Johnnie Estes

Sending from Pittsburg, Texas

7406 Support SQ Reunion

7406 Support Squadron, U.S. Air Force, Reunion May 24-27, 2007, at the
Holiday Inn San Diego Bayside, 4875 North Harbor Drive, San Diego, CA
92106. Rooms $105 per day, plus tax. Reserve directly with hotel at (800)
345-9995. Buffet dinner 6 p.m. May 26, $50 per person. Send check at least
30 days in advance of reunion to host Manny Cruz, 3135 Fenelon St., San
Diego, CA 92106; phone (619) 398-8924 or (619) 222-4943; e-mail:
manny@sandiegometro.com or manny | @cox.net.

History & Memories
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Letters & Bytes

FREEDOM THROUGH VIGILANCE ASSOCIATION
P. O. Box 691616
San Antonio, TX 782269-1616
VIGILANT PARTNERS
2004
GOLD PARTNERS
L-3 Communications (Greenville)
Security Service Federal Credit Union
Prop Wash Gang
Symantec Corporation
Raytheon (Falls Church)
SAIC

SILVER PARTNERS
Freedom Through Vigilance Association
Doyle Larson
“Picnic Partners”
Grover Jackson
Arrowhead Electric Service, Inc

BRONZE PARTNERS
ACS Defense, Inc.
Bd Systems, Inc. Centurion Group
Bob Cope
Donald Bundy
Fisher House, Inc.
Jerry McKenna — Sculptor
Grover McMakin
6924 Heritage Association
CACI, Inc.
To The Penny

PATRON PARTNERS
Command Technologies, Inc.
Daniel Cooler
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Francis Sabourin
John H. (Jack) Riedel
Stanfield Systems, Inc.
King’s Lounge
Okey’s Antiques and Collectables

Current as of May 13, 2004
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