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Dear FTVA Members, 

Your association's board of directors 

continues its efforts to strengthen support to AF ISR 

Agency people recognition programs and promote 

activities which highlight the organization's rich 

heritage of military service. I'm pleased to report that 

both individual membership (Ken O’Neal) and Vigilant Partner (Jim Hilliard) 

program participation are in solid shape, and as a result the association's 

financial condition is strong.  

Over the holidays we sent Christmas Cards to many of the men and 

women that the AF ISR Agency has deployed around the world in support the 

Global War on Terrorism. We appreciate their efforts on our behalf. 

In March, our association will lend its support to the AF ISR Agency 

Annual Awards Week activities. This event – which began in 1958, when MSgt 

Fred Barrett was selected as the first USAFSS NCO of the Year -- recognizes 

outstanding people from the ranks of AF ISR Agency’s officers, enlisted, and 

civilians. They will participate in a series of briefings and panels that provide the 

"big picture" on Air Force Intelligence, Surveillance, and Reconnaissance. We 

will join them in a recognition dinner on 6 March 2008.  

We are in the initial stages of planning this year's reunion, which will 

be conducted 25-27 September. 2008 marks the 60th Anniversary of 

USAFSS. This year we will once again, be playing golf at the Alsatian Country 

Club in Castroville, a few miles west of San Antonio. Joe Hurst will be 

coordinating the golf tournament again this year. Full details on the reunion are 

posted on the website and will be in the mail to you as soon as possible. 

In this newsletter, you'll find an article soliciting Hall of Honor 

recommendations. The pullout form used for submitting nominees is in the 

center of the newsletter. I strongly encourage each of you to consider all of the 

professionals you served with, what their contributions to the command mission 

were, and to nominate one or more of them whose performance meets the 

standards established for Hall of Honor membership. One of the more enjoyable 

features in our association newsletters are the "war stories" and other 

remembrances our members have of significant events in our command's 

history. Our retiring editor, Dan D'Apolito, and his replacement, Dennis 

Rassmussen are always on the lookout for items like this, and they’re delighted 

President’s Corner 
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to put your submissions into print. I'm sure virtually every one of us has a 

favorite recollection that others would enjoy reading, so please send in your 

"cards, letters, and photos.”  

For our many members in Central and South Texas, the FTVA Spring 

Social will take place on 12 April at the Kelly USA Club. The social will be 

from 1700-2000 with a $5 charge for food and a pay as you go bar. The guest 

speaker will be CMSgt (Ret) Mike Meermans. For the last several years, Mike 

has served as Staff Director, of the US Congressional House Permanent Select 

Committee on Intelligence. He’ll be accompanied by Colonel (retired) Greg 

Roman and Lt Col (Ret) John Nichols. Greg and John will provide “color 

commentary.” It should be informative and entertaining. In addition, we will 

once again host (and recognize) several AF ISR Agency Returning Heroes. We 

hope to see all of you there. Until then…remain in touch 

Chris Cook 
 

EDITOR CHANGE 
Dear Members,      18 Feb, 2008 
  
 After publication of this issue, editorship of the FTVA newsletter will 
be turned over to Denny Rassmussen.  
 As a result of annual cat-scans, Wilford Hall doctors discovered that 
after 10-year remission of my previous cancers, I developed a new one in my 
right lung. In addition, a previous chest aneurism has been growing and it needs 
to be taken care of. Therefore, I believe it is now time to turn over newsletter 
responsibility to Denny and concentrate on my health. 
 I’ve enjoyed being involved with the newsletter for over 20 years and 
appreciate all the support and camaraderie from the FTVA BOD and the 
membership. I encourage you give the same support to Denny and I wish him 
success in his endeavors.  
     Sincerely 
 

Dan Dapolito 
   
 
 
 
Information in the form of letters, notes, fax, e-mail, or by phone is 
accepted as true and factual.  In order to include as much information as 
possible, some of it may be edited for brevity or may be delayed for later 
publication.  Publishing of any article or notice in this Newsletter does not 
assure accuracy or endorsement by the Association or Agency. 
 

 EDITOR’S DISCLAIMER 
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At his retirement ceremony, Al was joined and supported by his 
immediate family (and charming granddaughter), quite a number of long-time 
former Air Force friends, his co-workers, and many of the staff of the Meade 
Operations Center.  He was honored by a series of awards and certificates of 
recognition for his many contributions throughout the years, the ceremonial 
aspects of that event presided over by the Deputy Director of NSA, who 
presented Al with a personalized citation from the Director, NSA. 

One additional touching tribute occurred when the current Senior 
Enlisted Leader of NSA, Command Sergeant Major David Roper, presented Al 
with his personal commemorative plaque and, joined by members of the 
current Senior Enlisted Advisory Council, presented a separate plaque from 
the Council members, dedicated to the First Senior Enlisted Advisor, NSA. 
That latter plaque contained five commemorative coins, one from each of the 
Cryptologic Services, and one from the Senior Enlisted Leader of NSA/CSS.   

Those who know and have served with Al Gray in the Air Force and 
in the Civilian community sector know that he consistently exceeded and 
surpassed any and all challenges.  His initiative, intuition and imagination 
consistently worked to the benefit of those he served -- and in particular the 
intelligence community.  Clearly, Al Gray's 53-year career personified what 
General Douglas Macarthur meant when he coined the now famous quote:  
"Duty, Honor, Country. 
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Met his Berlin buddy RAY MANTZ. We would both like to get in touch with 
CHUCK PATTON. 
 
Misawa Comment 
First Name - Bill 
Last Name - Finney 
Unit - Misawa, Japan 64-66 
E-Mail - wfinney161@comcast.net 
Comment - Misawa has changed over 42 years, big white golf balls all over the 
place along with the elephant cage still as big as life, saw an overview in the Air 
Force magazine of Misawa-a lot of different things without Morse code in the 
airwaves, must be going on now.   Sayonara  

 

 USAFSS Veteran Milestone 
 
From:  Richard P. Cheney (Dick)                  October 17, 2007 
           Retired Chief Master Sergeant 
           Phone:  301-865-5817 
 
To:  Dan Dapolito 
I hope you can publish something akin to the following in an upcoming 
Newsletter.  Thanks. 
 

August, 2007 was a final milestone in government service in the long 
career enjoyed by one of USAFSS' veterans, CMSgt Al Gray, Retired. 
Fortunately, my wife Pat and I were able to attend what was a fantastic and 
emotional ceremony for an old friend.  Al's Air Force Security Service history 
dates to April, 1954, following Basic Military training at Samson AB, New 
York.  After Basic Traffic Analysis training, he had overseas assignments at 
Chicksands, England, Osan, Korea (twice), Shu Lin Kou Air Station, Taiwan, 
Zweibrucken and, later, Frankfurt, Germany, and finally, Iraklion, Crete.  His 
Stateside tours included Kelly AFB, San Antonio, Texas (three times); his last 
tour in uniform was at Fort Meade, Maryland. 

During that last Air Force tour, he was selected by Lieutenant 
General Allen, the Director, NSA to be his Senior Enlisted Advisor, serving in 
that capacity from November 1973 until his retirement at the end of December 
1975.  Al was the first Senior Enlisted Advisor at NSA; he has been followed in 
that posting by 13 others. 

He later was hired by NSA, where he held various analytic, staff, 
management, and liaison postings, an assignment as the NSA Representative 
to the Joint Staff at the Pentagon, and an additional overseas assignment, 
following which he was appointed the Deputy Director of the Meade 
Operations Center, serving in that position until his retirement in August, 
2007.   
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     Hall of Honor Nominations 
The Hall of Honor Selection Committee is soliciting nominations of 

candidates for induction into the Freedom Through Vigilance Association’s Hall 
of Honor.  The induction ceremony is a major element of the association’s 
reunion activities and is scheduled for Saturday morning, 27 September 2008, at 
Headquarters, Air Force Intelligence, Surveillance and Reconnaissance Agency 
(AF ISR Agency). 

Since the creation of USAFSS as a major air command in 1948, 
members of USAFSS/ESC/AFIC/AIA/AF ISR Agency, hereinafter referred to as 
the command, have been at war 24/7 as anonymous sentinels, engaged in combat 
with foreign enemies of the United States and its allies while conducting 
operations in the air as aircrew members, on the seas aboard U.S. naval ships, on 
each of the major continental land masses and, with the assistance of technology, 
from space.  In no small measure, their contributions toward the preservation of 
our freedoms, though largely unheralded, have been vital to the continuance of 
our national security and our way of life.  The command has been blessed with 
an abundance of talented members who possessed the skill sets and intellectual 
capacity, coupled with unselfish dedication and commitment, to conquer 
whatever challenges they encountered – often while confronting significant 
adversity and at great personal sacrifice.  

The founders of the Freedom Through Vigilance Association 
established the Hall of Honor in 1983 to honor those individuals who served the 
command with great distinction and contributed immeasurably to successful 
mission accomplishment.  To date, 147 individuals have been inducted into the 
Hall of Honor.  They include former officer, enlisted and civilian personnel 
whose contributions as technicians, supervisors, planners, managers and leaders 
extend from World War II through Desert Storm.  The Hall of Honor preserves 
the legacy of those who have gone before, highlights their deeds, and honors 
their contributions to the Nation. 

We have all had the privilege of serving with individuals who are viable 
candidates for induction into the Hall of Honor.  This is an opportunity to 
nominate deserving individuals in an attempt to ensure they receive the 
recognition and lasting tribute they have earned.  The Selection Committee will 
review all eligible nominations and select individuals for induction into the Hall 
of Honor using eligibility criteria and procedures pursuant to the Hall of Honor 
Charter.  A copy of the Charter is available in the newsletter and on the web 
page at http://www/ftva.org.  

Nominations must be received not later than 2 June 2008 and may be 
submitted either by mail or email.  Nominations submitted by mail should be 
addressed to FTVA, Attn: HOH Committee, P.O. Box 691616, San Antonio TX 
78269-1616.  Email nominations should be addressed to myself at 
fly99rls@sbcglobal.net or to Bob Cope at rcope6@earthlink.net.  When 
submitting nominations, please limit to one page, front and back, using the HOH 
Nomination Form available in the newsletter or on the website. Thank you and 
remain in touch.          Bob Sherwood, Chairman - Hall of Honor Program 
THANK YOU FROM LT GEN KLOCKO 
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 Lt Gen Richard P. Klocko, served as the USAFSS Commander from 1962-
1965.  Upon receiving his FTVA Life Member card, he wrote this note 
expressing his appreciation and observing that he is “still mobile”.   
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Reunion Registration List 
 
We now have a Reunion Registration Page. It is at:                                                                           

http://www.ftva.org/cgi-bin/registrationlist.cfm   
When someone registers it will send an e-mail to the BOD and automatically 
add the entry to the list of people planning to attend the FTVA Reunion. 
HOWEVER REGISTRATION DOES NOT REGISTER THE MEMBER 
FOR THE GOLF TOURNAMENT OR DINNER DANCE. YOU MUST 
SUBMIT REQUIRED RESERVATIONS AS DIRECTED IN THE FTVA 
REUNION PACKAGE MAILED OUT IN JUNE/JULY. 
 

Bob Baert/Dan Dapolito 
  FTVA Member Spot-Lite 
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Comment - I was on Dawg Flight with the 6918th SS at Hakata Japan from 1965 
to 1967. Anyone who was there or just interested visit our Website at             
www.6918thhakata.com  
This is a new web site set up just a couple of weeks ago in remembrance of the 
6918 SS, Hakata Japan. Thanks  

Bill Mink 

  
Memories of 6989th RSM at Misawa 
First Name - Joe 
Last Name - Conroy 
Unit - 6989th Misawa AB 
E-Mail – jaconroy@sbcglobal.net 
Comment - was with 6989th 9/65--9/67. Great memories--- was selected as the 
manager of the 6921 \"ACES\" little league baseball team-- went on to win the 
67 Far East regional championship.  Fantastic group of boys.   Other memories 
would be of the big fire and of course Tony\'s bar down the motch. I would love 
to hear from anyone over there at that time period. 

  
 Burned out by the 66 Misawa Fire 
First Name - Dennis 
Last Name - Harlach 
Unit - USAFSS/6921 Scty Wing Misawa  
E-Mail - dennisharlach@yahoo.com 
Comment - Arrived 6921st Scty Wing, Misawa Japan 9/63.  I was a 202 and was 
there for the move from the old \"gig\" to the new and the turning on of the 
\"elephant cage\".  I left with an \"early out\" in 1/66 when the fire burned us out 
along with a third of the town.  I am a member of Helen Henderson\'s The 
Misawa Project. 
 Among the first at 6920th 
First Name - Donald 
Last Name - Inman 
Unit - 6920 Security Group Shiroi AB, Japan 
E-Mail -inmanwea@sbcglobal.net 
Comment - Was one the first Air Force men to be assigned to the 1st Radio 
Squadron Mobile, at Johnson AB, Japan in 1949. Also served with Det 13, 1st 
Radio Squadron Mobile in Korea 1950-1951. 
  
Looking for Chuck Patton 
First Name - Bruce 
Last Name - Weidenhammer 
Unit – 6912 AND 1946 COMM. SQ. 
E-Mail - baronbruce@dejazzd.com 
Comment - CHUCK PATTON was my buddy at Keesler AFB in Elint training.  
Both went to Berlin in 1961-6912 then to 1946 comm. sq. Berlin Templehof.   
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http://military.usptgear.com/Page.asp?QID={67D1A52C-1BC6-41E2-9D6E-
218793AFF29D}&ProdID=CUStOMLSTEESSS&Branch=Customized%20Cl
othing&Prod=T-Shirts&nWebPage=Product 
  
And this one is a short sleeve version for $16.99 
  

http://military.usptgear.com/Page.asp?QID={67D1A52C-1BC6-41E2-9D6E-

218793AFF29D}&ProdID=UNITTEE2&Branch=Customized%20Clothing&

Prod=T-Shirts&nWebPage=Product 

  

   Bill Campbell (BCamel01@aol.com) - 2nd RSM 
 
Looking For Raymond H. Rade 
 “Last year I sent a Xmas card to Lt Col Raymond H. Rade who was my 
commander in Vietnam and a great officer but I never heard anything back. I 
was wondering if maybe you could ask around and find out his status. I really 
liked him. He brought me to Vietnam by name. I was at NSA and he begged me 
to go over with him and I did.  
 
Walt Palmer 
((Ed note: Above was an excerpt from a personal Christmas letter from Walt. If anyone 
has any info on Lt Col Rade, contact Walt Palmer at: P.O. Box 183, Goldsboro, PA, 
18424-0183/Dap))  
 

Some info on Chicksands Alumni 
"I have been referred to you to pass some information about Chicksands 
Alumni--I have relative recent information on: 

Frank D Tate 
James "Al " Forrester 
Ken "Wally" Walling 
Larry Lofton 

All of the above served at Chicksands fm abt mid 1959 till mid or late 1961-
1962. They all served with me at Shemya Alaska in 1958-1959 timeframe and I 
gathered this info while locating for that reason. Will you pass on to the Alumni 
in whatever means you have necessary? 
Bob Martin (Martinosyka@aol.com) 
USAFSS 1957-1962 
 
New 6918 Web Site 
E-Mail - wmink10134@aol.com 
First Name - Bill 
Last Name - Mink 
Unit - 6918th SS Hakata Japan 
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Soldier, Sailor, Airman, Marine 
Matt Murphy Served as an NCO in all four branches of the 

US military and the New Jersey National Guard. 
  USAR 11th Special Forces Group (ABN) , USNR NRSG 3-12, USAF 
6924th Security Squadron, USMCR Co "D" 2nd BN 25th 4MarDiv, NJNG 
3/113th      M INF,  
 
Matt states 
 “I do not know of any other person who has done so. Please email me 
if you believe you know someone who has also served in all four branches. 
(Matt.Murphy@cognos.com) A partial list of the units I served with is given 
above. All three of my brothers have also served in the  
US Army, and two of my brothers served in the same unit as I: 11th SF.” 
 
Matt graduated from St. John’s University class of ’66 (’76 NDC) and attended 
Yale University IFEL. He is the Great Great Great Great Grandson of Daniel D. 
Tompkins., US Vice president. For further info and photos visit the following 
site: http://matt.murphy.net 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Matt at Monkey 

Mountain RVN 1967 
 
Military Appreciation Car Show 
  
The Security Hill Top-3 Association is sponsoring their second annual 
Military Appreciation Car Show and Blood Drive on Saturday, May 17, 
2008.  Like last year, the show is at the Cowboys Dance Hall (3030 NE Loop 
410 in San Antonio TX) with registration from 8am – 12 noon.  Proceeds benefit 
“Operation Comfort” and “Quality of Life Initiatives”.  Contact:  Frank Kane at 
210-977-6945 (eve: 592-8908) or Darr Keirn at 210-977-2746 (eve: 265-9663).  
Rain date: Sun May 25, 2008. 
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 By Staff Sgt Kristine Dryer – Air Force ISR Agency Public Affairs 
Air Force officials announced the transfer of the 480th Intelligence 

Wing (480 IW), Langley AFB, Va., to the Air Force Intelligence, Surveillance 
and Reconnaissance Agency (AFISRA), Lackland AFB, Texas on Jan 14 2008.  
Formal realignment of the affected units will occur on or before the 1 March 
2008. 

The 480 IW, formerly assigned to Eighth Air Force under Air Combat 
Command, Langley AFB, VA., is the lead Air Force wing for Distributed 
Common Ground System (DCGS) operations, imagery and other intelligence 
products required for combat mission planning and execution.  

"This is a major step in General Moseley's plan to transform Air Force 
ISR into a core Air Force mission area.  This realignment significantly furthers 
our ability to meet operational ISR challenges.  It will optimize DCGS as a 
global net-centric weapon system by re-structuring it as a global organization," 
said Lt. Gen. David A. Deptula, Air Force Deputy Chief of Staff (DCS) for 
Intelligence, Surveillance and Reconnaissance (AF/A2).   

The AF ISR Transformation began February 2006 when the Chief of 
Staff of the Air Force established the AF/A2 as a three-star DCS position.    

The realignment of the 480 IW accomplishes two objectives of AF ISR 
Transformation: first, unification of AF DCGS elements that were previously 
spread across four major AF organizations; and second, creation of standardized 
AF ISR Groups that will be operationally controlled by their respective 
Component Numbered Air Forces (C-NAFs).  The 693rd Intelligence Group 
(IG), Ramstein Air Base, Germany; the 692nd IG, Hickam AB, Hawaii; the 
548th IG, Beale AFB, CA.; and the 497th IG, Langley AFB, VA. will form the 
core of the ISR groups.  A fifth ISR Group will be stood up at Osan AB, Korea.  
Administratively, however, these new Groups will be tied to the 480 IW under 
AFISRA. 

The new command structure of the 480 IW will not result in the 
relocation of units or personnel.      

"This change will align service capabilities and leverage national ISR 
for our war fighting commanders through a single presentation of forces.  At the 
same time, it consolidates, organize, train, and equip responsibilities for the 
DCGS weapons system under the AF ISR Agency," said Maj. Gen. Craig 
Koziol, Air Force ISR Agency commander.  "In the end, we will optimize the  
use of limited Air Force resources and provide a seamless and dynamic global 
processing, exploitation, dissemination, reallocation and reach back capability." 
RC-135 Outlasts 1960's Contemporaries 
             By 2nd Lt. Tania Bryan - 379th Air Expeditionary Wing Public Affairs 
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Pete Siegel 
 
Book By Bill Hopkiss About Landsberg 

I told you sometime ago about a book that Bill Hipkiss was writing 
(fiction), about the time and place of our lives in Landsberg in the early 50's.  
Bill's book is now available at Amazon. The name of the book is "Fasching," 
and its $23. 

Here is a snippet from one of the reviews of the book: 
This chronicle of espionage is sprinkled heavily with romance, family 

devotion and guilt, military procedures, human foibles, legal procedures, and 
the beautifully drawn cast of characters needed to bring it all together. 

Almost from the beginning, we know there is a "mole" working along 
side the good guys passing secrets to the enemy -- and if that weren't enough, 
the enemy switches sides. They don't know who it is and we don't know who it 
is. Since American baseball figures into the activities regularly, I'll also use it: 
You can't tell the players without a scorecard. For example: There's a Gunkel 
who changed his middle name to Gerhardt and a Reinhardt Gehlen; then we 
have a Mitchell, Moldau, McMahon, Martin -- and, after a few pages of the 
intrigue on those pages, I wanted to pause and recapitulate. Whose side are 
they on? 

I mention these little annoyances just to be fair. Other than those 
negatives, the novel reads straight through and all the loose ends are tied up 
beautifully. Since I've lived through the same time line and am familiar with 
just exactly who would be spying on whom in any given year, Hipkiss has it 
right. As a lawyer, he has brought this expertise to the tale. His research is 
impeccable and the results show it. The graphics included are from the time 
and place of the story and add to it immeasurably. 

Here is the order page at Amazon; I've ordered one today! 

<http://www.amazon. Com/Fasching- William-J- Hipkiss/dp/ 1425750044 

ref=sr_1_1?ie= UTF8&s=books&qid=1202309266&sr=1-1> 

Bill's e-mail address is: w.hipkiss@insightbb .com 

Bye R@y 

Ray Thompson – USAFSS6910th50s – raymack@tx..rr.com 
USAFSS Logos on T-Shirts 
 

Hope you all are having a great holiday and hope that you'll be able to 
make it to the reunion next year in Biloxi. 
  I ran across this website and thought some of you might be interested in 
obtaining a T-shirt with the USAFSS logo. 
  The website is Military.com.  They have the T-shirts in different colors 
and sizes. This particular one is a long sleeve version for $24.99. 
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http://community2.webtv.net/@HH!B1!D5!52C2BB1B304E/CobraBall/Memorial/ 

MSgt Steven L. Kish, SAC maintenance technician lost on the mission 

had previously been assigned to USAFSS as an airborne maintenance tech. 

Larry Tart 

 

 

 A Wonderful experience 
To: Editor       January 1.2008 
 FTVA Remain in Touch Newsletter , San Antonio, TX  
Letters and Bytes Section   

I just received my FTVA Newsletter and thought I had better get my 
dues renewed and did just that this past week. But what this brought back to me 
among tears and smiles of days past was the tact that for 20 years I was blessed 
by working with the best guys and gals in my life from 1956-1976.  

I met a great bunch of wives and husbands and children also during this 
time frame in my life. I was blessed with formal language training at Syracuse 
(Russian). DLIWC(Czech) and State Dept. Language School(French) plus I 
learned German, some Polish and Greek plus a little bit of Arabic. What a trip in 
education!!!  

Sally and our sons Larry and Richard, and I toured Europe and the 
USA courtesy of Uncle Sam. Our kids gained so much from this education it is 
hard to fathom. We met so many people from all walks of life and all nations. 
We learned many cultures and lived in many towns all over the world. Also 
during this entire trip in our lives we had one constant companion and that was 
and still is, Our Lord, Jesus Christ. He walks with us every step of the way.  

My experiences in the USAF Security Service have been tremendous 
and I was blessed because I served both at ground sites and on airborne 
platforms. God Bless all of you and God Bless our young men and women 
currently serving our Nation. OUR MODERN SILENT WARRIORS. 
        Sincerely, 
Dick and Sally Roberts 
MSgt, USAF, Ret - Gallipolis, OH 
 P.S.  I also received my AA and BA degrees from U of Md, College Park while 
in the service!  

 
Skivvy Nine Lounge on You Tube 
From the Skivvy Nine Yahoo Group.  A piece of history goes into the record 
books.  The lounge was the gathering point before and after shift on Hill 170 
during my times there.  Many good times there - ChinMok marathon and the 
Thunder Road and Rocky Raccoon records marathons.  Hask Hill's (GRHS) 
head shaving when his flight met his challenge.  An ops is now in the HTACC, 
don't know if we have any functions on Hill 170 anymore. 
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=i-Otu3N0x0c 
 

Letters & Bytes 
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2/4/2008 - SOUTHWEST 

ASIA (AFPN) -- In the year 1962, The 
Beatles recorded their debut single, 
"Love Me Do," "The Beverly 
Hillbillies" premiered on television, a 
ticket to the movies cost 50 cents and 
the first RC-135 Rivet Joint aircraft 

rolled off the Boeing assembly line.  
Now, nearly a half a century later, The Beatles haven't had a number-

one single since the seventies, "The Beverly Hillbillies" can only be seen in 
reruns, and the average price of a movie ticket has risen to more than eight 
dollars, but the RC-135 continues its mission, having participated in every 
armed conflict involving U.S. assets. The RC-135 boasts a record of being 
continuously deployed for more than 17 years.  
Based out of Southwest Asia, the RC-135 has maintained a presence in the 
Central Command area of responsibility since August 1990. The Airmen that 
have been charged with carrying out the mission of this vital intelligence, 
surveillance and reconnaissance asset are proud members of the 763rd 
Expeditionary Reconnaissance Squadron deployed from Offutt Air Force Base, 
Neb., Kadena Air Base, Japan, and Mildenhall Royal Air Force, England. 

Cockpit crews, intelligence experts, electronic warfare officers, and in-
flight maintenance technicians have rotated into and out of Southwest Asia 
along with the aircraft for a variety of duties over the past 17 years. While their 
tour lengths in the AOR may fluctuate, the mission remains the same: protecting 
the boots on the ground.  

"(The RC-135) is an ISR platform that provides real-time targeting 
intelligence for the forces on the ground so that they can act on it," said Capt. 
Sean Cunniff, the 763rd ERS tactical coordinator. "We provide tactical support 
to troops in combat, close-air-support aircraft, other ISR platforms, and any 
other assets that need it."  

The aviators aboard the aircraft do this by orbiting overhead and 
monitoring adversary signals. They can then relay that information to coalition 
forces to warn them of an imminent threat.  

RC-135 aircraft commander Capt. Dave Dinan, with the 763rd ERS, 
refers to the mission as, "turning on the lights so that everyone can see."  
A valuable feature of the RC-135 is the on-board communications suite that 
allows the crew to talk directly with a tactical air control party in real-time. This 
communications channel keeps the TACP on the ground up to speed on any 
threats or enemy advances and helps coordinate close-air-support.  

Watching out for the safety and security of the convoys throughout the 
AOR is a big responsibility.  

"Recently, a TACP paid our crew the highest compliment. He said, 'It's 
a comforting feeling knowing you guys are up there, overhead, watching our 
backs,'" Captain Cunniff said.  
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Echoing that sentiment, Lt. Col Christopher Cohoes, the commander of 
the 763rd ERS, says he receives e-mails and letters from ground commanders 
weekly thanking the 763rd for the tremendous advantage they give them over 
the enemy. "Our ability to integrate with the rest of the 379th (Air Expeditionary 
Wing) assets and all coalition forces on the ground results in a unity of effort 
that is awesome in its power," he said.  

While deployments for crew members of the RC-135 are frequent, the 
experience gained is priceless, said Senior Airman Glenn Permar, a cryptologic 
operator aboard the aircraft.  

"It's hard to execute the mission from home. Here, we are involved in 
the fight everyday, flying over 120 hours a month," Airman Permar said. "The 
feeling of job satisfaction I get from being here is very high. It comes with 
knowing what we are doing is important."  

Deployed to the AOR for the first time, Airman Permar has volunteered 
to extend his tour here.  

While what's "hot" and what's not may come and go, the RC-135 will 
continue to play a key role in Southwest Asia. 

"We are heavily involved in (operations over Afghanistan), and many 
of the success stories you see in the air and on the ground can be linked to the 
work we do every day," said Colonel Cohoes. "(Operations over Afghanistan) 
are a key piece to winning the war on terrorism, and there is absolutely no doubt 
that the exceptional work we do there is putting a squeeze on the bad guys." 
((Source: Air Force Print News)) 
 

SENSOR OLYMPICS XXIX 

 

The SENSOR OLYMPICS XXIX Awards Week is set for 2008.  Identified 

medalists will arrive in San Antonio on Sun, 12 Oct 2008.  They will participate 

in the week’s events 13 – 17 Oct 2008.  The banquet is scheduled for Thur, 16 

Oct 2008 at the Gateway Club.  The Air Force ISR Agency is developing the 

demographics for this year’s competition; more information will be released as 

we get closer to October.  Hope to see new faces at this year’s banquet and as 

always, we thank the Freedom Through Vigilance Association for their 

tremendous support to this fantastic program. 

 

MSgt John R. Knotts, Jr 

Chief, SENSOR OLYMPICS (AF ISR Agency/CCCO) 
<jrknotts@LACKLAND.AF.MIL> 
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     The next year showed up with Wild Bill Gignac, the old Canadian 
Football League tackle, at the helm, as the sportswriters say.  
     That was tile year of the seven-man pitching staff, with John Nance, 
Wilbur Barton, Bob Story, Tile Vasquez and Charlie Church, supported by 
Red Meshach and Billy Jack Cornsilk, who were found sleeping in the 
outfield one dew-soggy morning by the maintenance crew. This whole 
flock of pitching handled by little Lunard "Lennie" Fields, quickest catcher 
in the west.  

It was a tough league then, with Wiesbaden and Spang the toughest. 
There had been some great opponents, too.  

But we went on battling the other clubs and the umpires to take 
USAFE twice more, in '66 and '67. No club ever hated umpires more: 
Last in Sportsmanship, first in the league. But there were the good ones, 
like old George Checotah and Tony Romaglla, diamonds in the acres of 
rhinestone.  

So that's about it, old lefthander. Kiss goodbye to a great farm system, 
the United States Air Force Security Service. We dragged them in from 
all over. And we got guys who really wanted to play ball, giving up 
every break for six months. And it paid off in trophies and fun and unit 
morale.  

You'll remember a lot of the old teammates that I've overlooked here, 
and know I haven't forgotten them. You can refresh my memory 
someday when we get together over another glass or Rummel.  

  Your old assistant and partner in crime. 
Mert Procter 

iend,  Johnny Ross, now stationed at Chicksands, spent two tours at Darmstadt 
as a pitcher and manager. /Unquote/ 
 

Cobra Ball Query 

I was stationed at Eielson AFB and flew on the RC135 missions from there as 

well as Shemya.  I flew on Rivet Ball and Rivet Amber.  I know about the 

crashes involving these two aircraft but am looking for the crew list of the Cobra 

Ball crash in 1981.Thanks 

Richard Bowlin - (r-bowlin@embarqmail.com) 
((ED Note: above sent to Larry Tart et al resulting in following response. /Dap)) 

Dan and Richard, 

I do not have the entire crew list for that incident, but I do have the 

names of our ESC brothers who perished on the Cobra Ball mission at Shemya 

AB on 16 March 1981. We lost two ESC comrades, SSgt Harry L. Parsons III 

and SSgt Steven C. Balcer, in that crash.  

This URL lists the six crew members lost on that mission--four from 

SAC and two from ESC. 
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Because World War II and the Vietnam War are popular bookends to the 
Korean War, many call the war that happened in the two Koreas the “Forgotten 
War.”  For Colonel Fischer and the other seven men who returned to where they 
fought, the Korean War is a conflict they will never forget, in a country they will 
always remember 
Johnny Ross & The Darmstadt Comets 
 
Dear Dan 
 Enclosed is some interested reading. If you have any addressees of 
past Comet players or fans who would like a copy of the enclosed 
newspaper clipping, have them call me about a 2008 Reunion. Tel- 1-325- 
651-5388. Your old friend, 
 
Johnny (Ross) 
 
((ED Note: Article mentioned above is an article titled “Dear John, You Can 
Forget About Coming Back to Comets, “published by Stars and Stripes, 
Darmstadt on November 15, 1970. Printed below are excerpts from that 
article. If any of you ol’ Darmstadters/fans wish a copy call or contact 
Johnny. His Snail address is: Johnny Ross, 1021Woodruff, San Angelo, TX, 
76905-7830/Dap)) Quote: 
        Sunday, November 15, 1970  
  Dear John:  
               You Can Forget About Coming Back to Comets 

              Stars and Stripes  
Darmstadt, Germany  
Office of the Managing Editor  

Johnny Ross  
Chicksands AB, England  
    Well, Turkey, I hope you like Chicksands, because you can forget about 
getting back to the Comets.  
     Saw a story on this page a little while back by Boo Odem that said there 
would be no more Comets in Darmstadt. It's kind of fitting that old Boo 
should write the obit, since he threw batting practice for you more than 
once when you wanted to see a lefthander. And I guess except for you and 
me he's been around the ball club as much as anyone.   
    The championships are there in the record books, Turkey, but there are a 
lot of memories from Memory Field that aren't written down anywhere. So 
here goes, for your scrapbook:  
    For me, it started in 1961 when Pop D'Arcy brought his crew up from 
Sembach. That year the Comets went to Alconbury for USAFE, and lost in 
the final game to our hosts. That was the year 'when Bruce Goins, the 
shortstop, came back to the billets at the tournament with a three-week case 
of grass stains embedded in his knees and elbows. That year Terry Almeter, 
first of a line of scrambling centerfielders, doubled off the left-centerfield 
fence on a pitch that bounced five feet in front of the plate.  
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The Association has learned of the following losses from caring 
relatives/friends and/or obituaries. We extend our prayers and sympathy to 
their loved ones. 
 
Russ Bailey, Maj., USAF-Ret 
Harry Judson “Jud” Berry, USAFSS/ NSA Civ-Ret 
George H. Busch, GS/Civ–Ret, FTVA Member 
Charles E. Daniel Sr., USAF-Ret 
Lawrence James Davies, USAFSS/GS Civ-Ret 
Larry Eshleman, Maj., USAF-Ret, FTVA Member 
Nellie M Firmin, Wife of Lt Col Wade E. Firmin, USAF-ret 
Donald E. Fisher, MSgt, USAF-Ret, FTVA member 
Gerald “Frenchie” Fortier, USAFSS Vet 
Bill Goolsbye, USAFSS Vet, 6910th/Landsberg 
James Halloway, MSgt, USAF-Ret 
Margaret Dorothy Hamilton,Wife of Col(AF-Ret) Ray Hamilton,FTVA Member 
Doyle R. (Bob) Hays, MSgt, USAF-Ret 
Mervin Paul Hebert, USAFSS Vet 
Donald W. Hudson, Lt Col., USAF-Ret 
William Harvey Hurst, TSgt, USAF-Ret 
Grace Ethel Hyde, Wife of Col. Thomas C. Hyde, USAF-Ret, FTVA HOH 
Bob Jansen, CMSgt, AF-Ret 
Robert E. Lynch, FTVA Lifetime Member 
Doug Lyon, USAFSS Vet 6910th Darmstadt 
J.W. Merrell, USAF-Ret, FTVA Lifetime Member 
Edwin L. Needham, MSgt, USAF-Ret, FTVA Member 
James Arnold O’Connor, USAFSS Vet/NSA Civ-Ret 
Eddie M. Paugh, USAFSS Vet/NSA Civ-Ret 
Warren E. Reid USAFSS Vet 6910th Darmstadt 
Henry J. (Skip) Shipman, SMSgt, USAF-Ret 
Donald Francis Schorr, USAFSS/ NSA, GS-Civ (Ret) 
Noel C. Stahl, TSgt, USAF-Ret 
Don Tennison, MSgt, USAF-Ret 
William Thayer, AF/NSA Phoenix Society member 
Hansel Thompson, USAF-Ret/GS-Civ Ret 
Boyd V. Turner, CMSgt, USAF-Ret 
Harvey Harold Warner Jr., CMSgt, USAF-Ret, FTVA Member 
Evelyn Elizabeth White, Wife of Mel J. White FTVA Lifetime Member 
Kenneth F. Wilhelmson, MSgt, USAF-Ret 
 
I was informed yesterday about the passing of Doyle R (Bob) Hays, retired 202 
MSgt.  Bob had tours in Alaska twice, England, Vietnam, and at least one tour at 
Goodfellow as an instructor.  He was also a retiree from US Postal Service. He 
died from a heart attack at his home near Atlanta on December 20th, 2007.  He 

FALLEN EAGLES 
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had been suffering from emphysema for several years.  To my knowledge, he 
was 67 years old. // Steve Mobry, MSgt, Retired, FTVA Life Member // 
****************************************************************
*** 
As soon as the earlier message about the health of Bill Thayer arrived in his 
inbox, his daughter, Chris, emailed us to say that Bill passed away this morning, 
10 January 2008. Chris says that he demonstrated unbelievable courage and 
strength during his battle with prostate cancer. He was alert and engaged until 
turning in for the night on Tuesday, January 8th.  During that night,  
the disease took over and he passed away peacefully early this morning.  He 
suffered no pain and enjoyed every day of his life save the last 24 hours. 
//The Phoenix Staff // 
****************************************************************
*** 

FORTIER, Gerald "Frenchie" ''Bert'' Bertrand, 71 
USAFSS Bremerhaven 6913th 1955-59. Born January 21, 
1936 in Lewiston, Maine, Bert was called home while his 
family was at his side, on January 3, 2008, in Sacramento. He 
was a USAF Veteran (SSGT) having served for six years. He 
was often found working in his wood shop where he spent 
many hours creating keepsakes for his family and friends. He 
was a member of numerous organizations including the Quality 

Travelers Club, Sacramento Area Woodworkers (SAW) and the Norcal Wood 
turners Club, and participated at the Elder Craftsman in Old Sacramento. His 
sense of humor and wit will be fondly remembered. // Bill & Judy Curry // 
****************************************************************
*** Bill Goolsbye: Doris called me today to let me know that Bill died of a 
heart attack on October 30th, 2007. Bill was one of my closest USAFSS 
buddies, as we were both in Hector Quintanilla’s section, working as TA's. Bill 
bought a broken bass violin somewhere, and got one of the Germans to fix it for 
him. He took it down into the barracks basement (remember those steel doors?) 
and when he played it you could FEEL the bass all over the barracks! Doris and 
Bill came to our reunion in San Antonio. Some of you will remember a poem 
that Doris wrote, and read to our closing dinner, a poem... a tribute to those that 
served in the USAFSS under a veil of secrecy for many years. I'll never forget, 
it...//Ray Thompson // 
****************************************************************
*** Dap Larry Eshleman, retired mustang major died this morning (Jan 9) 
after suffering a massive heart attack at his home in Winter Park, Florida. Larry 
(Eshleman) served as a linguist at Danang AB and Monkey Mountain RVN and 
flew many missions with the 6988th Scty Sq and on Combat Apple as a charter 
member of the 6990th Scty Sq.  He was commissioned through the Bootstrap 
Commissioning Program and served in many intelligence assignments before 
retiring and joining the US Army Pacific as a civilian intelligence professional. 
Larry was a true professional throughout his military and civilian service. He 
was well known for his wicked sense of humor, and there are many of us who 
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tour. “They lost very, very close friends as young men. They need to return to a 
country where they fought, where they lost friends in combat. They need to see 
that it wasn’t in vain.” 
During the week-long tour in September 2007, Colonel Fischer occasionally 
wore a jacket with a “blood chit” sewed on the back. A blood chit displays 
messages aimed at civilians that ask them to help service members shot down in 
combat get back to friendly forces. He wore the blood chit like a Native 
American Indian wears an eagle feather — with pride.  The men visited some of 
the bases — like Osan Air Base — from where they flew combat missions and 
chatted with the Airmen who today help maintain the peace on the peninsula. 
Today’s Airmen live a lot better than their Korean War predecessors.  “We were 
in Quonset huts,” said Colonel Aldrin, a second lieutenant during the war. “We 
had our own little cubbyhole where you could sit down and sort of have a desk 
and a bed.”  
 
In between interviews with the international media, the veterans also met the 
director of the Korean Revisit Program, Park Rae-hyuk. “We’re thankful for the 
freedom and democracy we enjoy today,” Mr. Park said. “We are grateful for 
the sacrifices made by these Korean War veterans.”  Seeing South Korea’s 
growth and prosperity firsthand showed the veterans that what they did more 
than a half a century ago — and paid for in blood, loss of friends, and for 
Colonel Fischer, loss of freedom — was not for nothing. The men know 
freedom and democracy comes at a price, a price they paid so many years ago. 
During the visit, they got to see the benefits of their service. “My memories 
from 1952 were of destruction, devastation and death,” General Cleveland said. 
“Of course I had read and heard about the transformation from the war years, 
but that’s not the same as seeing it first hand. I was stunned — the outward 
economic signs were of course right up front and dazzling. But it was the 
confidence and purpose I saw in the people as they went about their daily lives 
that really affected me.  “To think that I may have played the tiniest role over 50 
years ago in helping to make that happen — much like a grain of sand in the 
beach — was very rewarding to me,” he said. 
 
The return to South Korea also opened floodgates of memories dormant for 
decades. “Simply sharing our individual wartime memories and experiences 
among our group reminded us of who we were,” said retired Col. Pete 
Carpenter, of Tucson, Ariz. “However, it also brought back a flood of memories 
of how devastated South Korea and its people were in those years. Not the least 
of our thoughts concerned our comrades who didn’t make it home. Visits to 
memorials were a sharp reminder of the cost of freedom,” the former F-80 pilot 
said.  From the 26th floor of his luxury hotel, Colonel Fischer looked out over 
the expanse that is Seoul. His aged hands — knuckles large with arthritis — 
pressed against the cool window pane. Once flat and burned to the ground, today 
the city flourishes like a flower in the summer rain. 
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straggler, but then switched to the number two MiG-15. Lining up behind him, 
he let loose a burst of machine-gun fire that hit the MiG’s single engine. 
 
Once the crippled MiG dropped back, Colonel Fischer lined up with the lead 
aircraft.  Flying with one hand on the throttle and one on the stick, he squeezed 
the trigger and let loose all six machine guns, tearing the MiG apart.  He saw 
rounds hit the jet and pieces flying off.  Debris flew back toward the F-86, 
forcing Colonel Fischer to duck. He had two choices: Fly under the MiG, or go 
over it. He flew over it.  At about the same time, the throttle came back into his 
hand — the engine was dying. His speed declined so rapidly he strained against 
his shoulder straps.  He could reach the mouth of the Yalu River, but the F-86 
wasn’t known for its ability to ditch into water. In his book, “Dreams of Aces,” 
Colonel Fischer describes what happened next, in the incidents that led up to his 
capture.  “I decided to risk it, until I smelled and saw smoke coming into the 
cockpit,” he said. “Fire, the dread of all pilots. If I wanted to live, I had no 
choice except to bail out, for the aircraft would probably blow up. Reaching 
down for the left handle, I jettisoned the canopy. “With the right handle pulled 
up, I leaned back in the seat, put my feet in the stirrups and squeezed the trigger. 
The altitude was 2,000 feet and the airspeed, 450 knots.” 
 
When he landed, a Chinese man he thought might be friendly led him to Russian 
soldiers, who eventually handed him over to the Chinese. He was a prisoner of 
war. When the Korean War cease fire ended the shooting war in 1953, the 
Chinese changed his status to political prisoner. The Chinese didn’t release him 
until 1955, two years after the end of hostilities.  It wasn’t until 52 years later 
that he was able to return to the country for which he fought.  “I’m just lucky 
I’m alive,” Colonel Fischer said, reflecting on his life. “So many people are 
dead. Perhaps the greatest pilot in the world was killed on his first mission.” 

 RETURNING TO CALM 
In remembrance of the 60th anniversary of the Air Force, the fighter pilots 
returned to what is known as the “Land of the Morning Calm,” a maxim that 
would have been ludicrous 55 years ago.  “It took a lot of hard work to get them 
[veterans] here, but worth it because the eight who came back inspired our 
Airmen — inspired by the opportunity to get to know them, to hear their 
stories,” Maj. Gen. Stephen Sargeant said. The general commands the Air Force 
Operational Test and Evaluation Center, Kirtland Air Force Base, N.M. 
 
The general has known many of the veterans for years. So he invited them to 
take part in Air Force 60th anniversary events at several locations in South 
Korea. “It’s a great opportunity to thank them,” he said. The thanks not only 
came from Koreans, but also “from the Airmen who live today in their legacy, 
carrying on a proud tradition.”  The group joins more than 24,200 American 
Korean War veterans who have returned to South Korea in recent years to revisit 
a place where they lost close friends and built strong friendships and lasting 
memories.  “Sometimes one visit doesn’t bring closure for them,” said John 
Sullivan, an Air Force historian from the Pentagon who chronicled the veterans’ 
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were artfully "skewered" by him. //Pete Siegel// A bright light has been 
extinguished and a great wit has left us. I've known Larry since we graduated 
from Basic Training together at Lackland AFB and we were roommates at Yale 
during our Basic Chinese tenure there. Larry, like most all of us, was both a true 
and caring friend and a serious challenge in intellectual repartee -- He had a 
distinguished military career, rising from Basic Airman to retirement as a Major 
during which he was awarded countless Air Medals for flying numerous combat 
missions and some higher decorations as well. He went on to a lengthy post 
military career as a Dept. of the Army Civilian retiring only after the ravages of 
Agent Orange robbed him of his legs and otherwise damaged his health. In 
recent years he and his lovely wife Ellen have been retired in Winter Park, 
Florida where he enjoyed a variety of pursuits, remaining active right up until 
the end. Ron Miller called me with the sad news only a little while ago and I'm 
still trying to adjust to it. So long old friend, may your journey on through 
eternity be even more interesting, exciting and enjoyable than your brief 
assignment on planet earth has been. // Luther Deese // 
***************************************************************

**  
Dear Dan, FYI. I gleaned this obit (Charles E. Daniel Sr.) from 
the local newspaper, "Cumberland Times-News", in Western 
Maryland. I did not know Charlie but I do know that he did a lot 
for the local Veterans. I also do not know if he was a member of 
the FTVA but in the write up it says that he was retired from the 
USAF Security Service. Sincerely, //Jim Williams, USAF Retired 
/ Life Member // Charles E. Daniel Sr., 79, of Lonaconing, died 

Dec. 18, 2007 in Fort Walton, Fla. Born in Reform, Ala. 0n July 7,1928, Mr. 
Daniel was retired from the United States Air Force Security Service. He was a 
veteran of World War II and Vietnam, was D.A.V. Service Officer, VA VS 
Coordinator for the Cumberland VA Clinic, VAV-VA Hospital Commissioner 
and the DAV/VA VS National Representative. He was a life member of Post 
13 American Legion, Vietnam, Veterans 172 and past President of the 
Lonaconing Lions Club. He was also a member of the First Presbyterian lurch, 
Lonaconing. // Obit // 
****************************************************************
*** CMSgt Boyd V. Turner    732XX asgd 6937th-Pakistan-Jan08--I believe 
that he only had one assignment while in USAFSS. // BJ Cook // 
****************************************************************
*** 
SMSgt Henry J. (Skip) Shipman   202XX  asgd to either 6950th RSM or 
6952nd RSM--Jul 2005...sorry for the delay on this one but have attempted 
many times to reach his wife to confirm his USAFSS assignment, but couldn't 
get her located.//K(BJ) Cook // 
****************************************************************
*** 
Just to let you know, MSgt (Ret) Edwin L. Needham suffered a stroke and 
passed away today (25 Jan 2008) at a hospital in Austin, TX. Ed was a 202X0 
who spent his entire Air Force career in USAFSS. He recently joined the FTVA 
at the annual FTVA reunion/picnic last September 2007. His assignments 
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include: 6986 Wakkanai, 6948 Goodfellow, 6950 Chicksands, England, 
6920 Misawa, 6917 Italy, 6927 Okinawa, and 6960 Kelly. //George Williams // 
Kirk, I'm sad to report another of our colleagues is gone.  Eddie M. Paugh, 
Morse Opr, Bremerhaven.  I don't know the exact years but he was there the 
complete time I was there.  I got there in Jan 62 and left in May 63.  I'm pretty 
sure Eddie did a full three year tour there.  He got out and went to work for 
NSA.  We retired around the same time in 1995 or early 1996. Regards, // Dick 
Baumgartel // 
****************************************************************
***James Arnold O’Connor, 64, Red Wing, died on Tuesday at Fairview Red 
Wing Medical Center.  Born Nov. 22, 1943 in Cannon Falls (MN), the son of 
Francis J. and Nora O’Connor, he graduated from the Cannon Falls High School 
in 1961 and attended the University of Minnesota, University of Arizona and 
Syracuse University where he studied Russian. He served in the US Air Force in 
Turkey during the Vietnam War, from 1964 until his honorable discharge in 
1968.  He returned from military service to work with the NSA until his 
retirement.  For many years, he resided in the Lake George, CO area, where he 
enjoyed being a camp host for many years with the U.S. Forest Service.  He 
moved to Red Wing (MN) in 2004.  He enjoyed spending time in the mountains, 
photography and was an avid reader.// Obit submitted by Bob Lundberg 
(6912SS-1967-70), Red Wing MN// 
****************************************************************
*** Grace Ethel Hyde, age 92, passed on Friday, January 25, 2008. Born in 
Ivesdale, IL on Feb. 11, 1915. She was a member of the Order of the Eastern 
Star and of the United Methodist Church. Grace is survived by her beloved 
spouse, Thomas C. Hyde of San Antonio, TX. // Obit // 
****************************************************************
*** Hi Dap. Laurie Wiggs (daughter of Maj Russ Bailey) just informed me that 
her father passed away on Sunday morning (Jan 27). He had recently learned 
that he had a malignant brain tumor and (was) residing in a nursing home. Russ 
and I were first stationed together at Shiroi AB Japan (Det 1, 6902 RSM) in 
1958 and 1959. Ten years later we were at Trabzon AS, Turkey (Det 3-1, 
TUSLOG). He was the Ops officer there and I was the assistant. From there he 
was sent to be head of the ROTC department at South Dakota State University 
until his retirement. His wife Marge had developed Alzheimer's and Russ took 
care of her for many years. // GEORGE KITKOWSKI // 
****************************************************************
***  

Mary Hudson, wife of Donald W. Hudson, informed me that he 
passed away on Dec 19th while they were visiting his daughter and 
family in California.  Don was a lifelong USAFSS member and had 
been an enlisted analyst with USAFSS for many years before getting 
commissioned.  He and I were together at Goodfellow at the Intel 

School in 1968 and then half the class ended up together again at Karamursel 
AS, Turkey (TUSLOG Det 94) in 1970.  I was there until 1972 when I left and 
lost track of him for awhile when I was sent back to SAC Hq. many 
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million Korean War veterans alive of the 6.8 million who served there from 
1950 to 1953.  After the ceremony, Colonel Fischer joins the seven other visitors 
for a group picture. Cameras click like machine guns because the men who pose 
with him are retired Col. Hoot Gibson, an F-86 Sabre fighter ace; retired colonel 
and former astronaut Buzz Aldrin — the second man on the moon and a former 
F-86 pilot credited with two MiG-15 Fagot kills; and retired Lt. Gen. Charles 
Cleveland, an F-86 pilot with four kills and two “half” kills. Everybody in the 
group is a former fighter pilot. They returned to South Korea to visit with U.S. 
troops serving on the divided peninsula on the eve of the Air Force’s 60th 
anniversary. And they returned so they could help Americans remember a 
forgotten war — a war still fresh in the minds of the retired Airmen. 

     AIR-TO-AIR WAR 
 On June 25, 1950, about 135,000 North Korean troops stormed across the 38th 
parallel that divided the two countries in a surprise attack aimed at uniting a 
country divided since 1948. By August, the North Korean invasion had driven 
the American, South Korean and other allied forces into a small area around the 
southern port city of Pusan. In the air, the communists used propeller-driven 
aircraft and, initially, outnumbered the allied air forces. But despite the odds, Air 
Force, Navy and Marine Corps flyers started a massive air campaign.   
Once more forces started to arrive, the allied air forces destroyed the North 
Korean air force in less than a month, said General Cleveland, who is from 
Montgomery, Ala.  But in November 1950, about a half million Chinese troops 
joined the war. Chinese and Russian pilots pushed back American troops and, 
flying new Soviet MiG-15 Fagots, gained temporary air control of the famed 
“MiG Alley,” over American F-80 Shooting Star jets. But the arrival of 
American F-86 Sabre jets in December helped turn the tide against the MiGs. 
Though disputed by some, the Air Force claims American fighters had a 10 to 
1aerial kill advantage over the North by war’s end.  But there was no disputing 
that, pound for pound, the Sabre was a good match for the MiG. In sky over the 
Yalu River that separates China from North Korea, the two fighters tangled over 
MiG Alley. That is where air battles were won and lives lost. 
As a first lieutenant, Colonel Fischer shot down his first enemy fighter on Nov. 
26, 1952, and then became a fighter ace on Jan. 24, 1953, when he shot down 
his fifth plane. He did that in only 47 missions. He became a double ace on his 
70th mission.  But getting the kills wasn’t easy. The colonel recalls that on April 
7, 1953, he accepted a plane that had not been bore sighted, so when he fired his 
six .50 caliber machine guns at enemy fighters, his shots were 200 feet to the 
right.  “The aircraft was given to me because there were no spares and I had 
only myself to blame, for I had accepted it,” Colonel Fischer said. 
 
Before he could adjust to compensate for the off-kilter bore sight, four MiGs 
jumped him. The colonel shook them off, managed to get behind them and 
chased them to China. His wingman was low on fuel, so the colonel told him to 
head for home. But the colonel continued the attack.  By now, three MiGs 
remained, two in front and a straggler. The colonel set his sights on the 
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Sender E-Mail - phrederie1@aol.com 
POC - Fred Crawford 
POC Phone - 612-940-8978 
POC Email - phrederic1@aol.com 
Start Date - 2008-08-13 
End Date - 2008-08-16 
Unit - 6952nd RGM (RAF Kirknewton #6) 
Location of Reunion: - Treasure Island Resort & Casino in Red Wing, MN 
Comments - 6th reunion of personnel who were stationed at RAF Kirknewton, 
Scotland. 
 
  FTVA 2008 REUNION 
 
THE 2008 FTVA REUNION IN CONJUNCTION WITH AF ISR 
ACTIVITIES WILL BE HELD 25 – 27 SEPTEMBER 2008. AS USUAL, 
GOLF TOURNAMENT ON THURSDAY – REMEMBRANCE 
CEREMONY & PICNIC ON FRIDAY AND HALL OF HONOR 
CEREMONY & FTVA ANNUAL MEETING AND BANQUET ON 
SATURDAY. 
    
 
 

A WAR NOT FORGOTTEN 
War stories abound during fighter pilots’ return to South Korea 
                           by Orville F. Desjarlais Jr. photos by Staff Sgt. Bennie J. Davis III 
 
Retired Col. Harold Fischer, a Korean War double ace who shot down 10 enemy 
aircraft, struggles to make it to the top of the steps of the Seoul National 
Cemetery in South Korea.  He bends over to use a slightly raised cement 
banister for support because he refuses to bring his walking cane. His 82-year-
old legs don’t cooperate sometimes, so he is usually the last in his group to reach 
a destination. When he arrives at the top of the steps, the former prisoner of war 
sits on a cement step, dressed in his coat and tie, while the other seven Korean 
War veterans touring with him take center stage in a wreath-laying ceremony.  

Other veterans from organizations in Hawaii and 
the Philippines offer him assistance so he can 
participate, but he waves them off. If he can’t get up 
on his own, he’d rather stay on the fringe of the 
ceremony than accept help. Stretched out across the 
rolling hills of the cemetery — the equivalent of the 
U.S. Korean War Veteran’s Memorial — white 
crosses mark the final resting place of some 
160,000 South Koreans. More than 54,000 
Americans died in the war and more than 8,000 are 
still missing in action. The U.S. Department of 
Veterans Affairs estimates there are still three 

History & Memories 
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USAFSS/ESC people will probably remember him. // George Kitowski // Lt. 
Col. Donald W. Hudson fondly known as Don, Papa, Face, and Darling   lived 
life to the fullest. Whether he was driving his SUV across the country to enjoy 
the beautiful scenery of its deserts and mountains, spending time with his 
children and grandchildren, or watching the Dallas Cowboys, Texas Longhorns, 
or San Antonio Spurs, he strived for perfection in himself and others. Don was 
born in Dallas, Texas on July 25, 1937 to Beatrice and J.B. Hudson. He 
graduated George West High School in 1954 and he attended Abilene Christian 
College from 1954 to 1956, before dropping out of school to marry the girl next 
door. Don married the love of his life, Mary Janis Morgan, on May 24, 1957 at 
Roscoe, Texas. They traveled the world together, moving 32 times while 
creating many cherished memories. Shortly after he and Mary married, Don 
enlisted in the Air Force, arriving at Lackland AFB for basic training on October 
3, 1958. He retired in October 1988 with many decorations after 30 years of 
service. Don loved the Air Force, his country, and his profession. He always 
said those were the best years of his life. // Obit - Express-News on 2/4/2008. // 
****************************************************************
*** 
MSgt (USAF Ret) and FTVA member Don Fisher passed away in October 
2007 in San Jose, California after a battle with cancer. Don was a Russian 
Linguist who enlisted in 1954 and spent the next 21 years, his entire career, in 
airborne assignments with USAFSS. He flew RB-50's, followed by C-130's out 
of Yokota in the 1950's. In 1962 he was involved with "Project Office Boy",  the 
RC-135  program at Eilson AFB under then Captain Doyle Larson. 
Subsequently, he was assigned to Rhine Main in C-130 operations and later 
back to Offutt in RC-135's. We think he went back to Eilson again before 
retiring at Offutt in 1975. He was an Airborne Mission Supervisor (AMS) in 
Alaska, Germany and Offutt. After retirement, Don worked for Sylvania and 
later Sylvania Technical System in Iran where he was an adviser to Royal 
Iranian Air Force Intelligence Program. He went to work for Lockheed in 1979 
in California and later was assigned to their facility in England for about five 
years. He subsequently returned to California where he continued with 
Lockheed until his second retirement. He then volunteered to work with the city 
of San Jose cleaning graffiti of buildings and bridges in the area. Don Berge and 
I worked with Don in Iran where he put his vast USAFSS airborne experience to 
good use on Iranian C-130 operations. Don was a dedicated professional with 
whom it was a pleasure to be associated. // (Don Berge and Dave Naab) // 
****************************************************************.  

Nellie M. Firmin, age 72, of San Antonio, Texas died 
peacefully on January 2, 2008. She is survived by her husband 
of 52 years, Lt. Col. (Ret.) Wade E Firmin. She devoted her 
life to be the best wife and mother ever and succeeded. She 
will be missed and remembered joyfully by every life she 
touched.// Obit // 

****************************************************************
*** 
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Today’s Express-News obit page reports George H. Busch, who I believe 
worked in USAFSS Civil Engineering Organization. Believe I met him during 
my tour in headquarters in ’67-’68. //Grover Jackson // George H. Busch, 83,  

passed away Tuesday, December 25, 2007. George was 
born July 17, 1924 in Manhattan, NY to George & Ethel 
Busch. He proudly served his country in the United States 
Air Corp during WWII. George graduated from Syracuse 
University in 1948 with a Bachelors Degree in Civil 
Engineering. A graveside service was held Friday, 
December 28, 2007 at Fort Sam Houston National 
Cemetery with military honors.// Obit // 

****************************************************************
*** 

CMSgt (Ret) Harvey Harold Warner Jr, age 77, born April 
27, 1930 in Elwood, Indiana, went to be with the Lord on 
Monday, 28 January 2008. Chief Warner served in the USAF 
from July 1948 until Nov 1976 in the ground radio and radar 
maintenance fields as part of the Security Service command. 
His 28 yrs of service to his country took Chief Warner and his 
family around the globe to 13 different locations, including a 
1965 tour in Pakistan. This assignment occurred during 

Pakistan's war with India over Kashmir and involved the evacuation of the 
family to Turkey. Upon his retirement in 1976, Chief Warner and his wife Ilene 
took up full time residence in San Antonio. He was followed into the USAF by 
his son who is now serving in Colorado Springs as a Brigadier General. After 
his retirement Chief Warner completed a degree at San Antonio College and 
began working with Church's Fried Chicken providing documentation and 
technical support services as the company continued to grow and evolve. Harvey 
enjoyed his golf primarily for the pure joy of meeting and sharing with old and 
new friends. He and his wife Ilene enjoyed traveling with their children and 
grandchildren. Chief Warner spent the past several years caring for the love of 
his life as she battled Alzheimer's. He was an exemplary servant, loving 
husband, and phenomenal father! // Obit // 
****************************************************************
*** Bob Jansen (CMSgt-R) died this morning.   I received a call from his 
daughter and she said he got sick last night and passed away this morning.   Bob 
was a good friend of mine and others on most of these sites.   I worked with him 
in San Vito, more or less relieved him at Osan and we worked together on 
Security Hill.   After he retired he went to work for BETAC here in San Antonio 
and traveled extensively supporting testing of new systems being installed at our 
ground sites.   He will be missed. Ron Moyer - Dec 28, 2007  
****************************************************************
*** Just wanted to advise that Noel C. Stahl (aka Mort) passed in August and 
was listed in the ham radio magazine QST for November.  No other details 
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corporate pilot for Palm Aire in Ft. Lauderdale and later owned and operated 
Patrick's Workshop in Edgewater.   
 
P. W. Elliott - Daytona Beach 
((Ed Note: a check of J.C. Wheeler website et al indicates there is no record 
that J.M. Patrick was part of USAFSS. If anyone has info that was in 
USAFSS please advise and we will place his name in the FTVA Fallen Eagles. 
/Dap)) 
 
    

  2nd RSM Reunion 

Sender - Paul Laffitte 

Sender E-Mail - laffitte@earthlink.net 

POC - Bobby Terry 

POC Phone - (228) 586-0898 

POC Email - Bterry2ndrsm@aol.com 

Start Date - 2008-04-28 

End Date - 2008-05-01 

Unit - 2nd Radio Squadron Mobile, Darmstadt Germany 

Location of Reunion: - I.P. Hotel & Casino, Biloxi MS. 

Comments - Check-in 28/AP/08, Check-out 01/MY/08.  Come to the Reunion 

and meet the old-timers (1949-1955) from the original AFSS Squadron on Ernst 

Ludwig Kaserne, Darmstadt.  
 
   Misawa Reunion 

I would like to submit our upcoming reunion information for inclusion on the 

FTVA web-site.   
  
USAF Security Service 6989th, 6921st, 6920th (Misawa, Japan) 
San Antonio TX June 5-8, 2008.   Contact Helen Henderson (904) 829-9235  
etaya49@hotmail.com 
  
We have reached several of our veterans after they read the information you 
posted for us in past years.  We very much appreciate the service you provide in 
getting the word out about the reunion.      Thank-you, 
 
Helen Henderson, The Misawa Project 
((Ed Note: previous announcement of Misawa reunion published in Dec 2007 
issue /Dap)) 
 

6952nd RGM – Kirknewton Reunion 
 

REUNION INFO 
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****************************************************************
***I received the following in the mail today: Robert E. Lynch, 168D Brandy 
Mill Circle, High Rose, MO 63049, Phone: 636-376-4474. Bob died March 1st, 
2007.  He was a wonderful man and husband //signed// Laurie Lynch (his wife 
for 51 years) // Bob Baert // ((ED Note:  Robert Lynch notice has been place 
on the FTVA web site with a notation requesting more info. If anyone has 
further information i.e. assignments, rank, status, please advise Kirk 
Carpenter (kirkc1@cox.net) or newsletter editor. Address is on front inside 
cover. /Dap)) 

Hansel "Hank" Thompson,beloved husband and 
father, laid aside his burden on February 9, 2008 and 
now has a daily tee time on Heaven's great fairways. 
He'll be playing today with the saints, and odds are he'll 
do better than par. Born on October 10, 1932 in Twiggs 
County, Georgia, Hank's parents, Lonnie Thompson and 
Annie Hamm welcomed him as their fifth child. Raised 
in and around Macon, Georgia, Hank had an early life of 
farm chores and schooling, mixed with a healthy dose of 
hunting and fishing. He entered the United States Air 
Force at 19. He rose through the ranks as an Air Force 
firefighter, eventually to be chosen to serve on the 

Presidential Fire Protection Team for LBJ. After 20 years of military service, 
Hank retired from the Air Force. With a short stint away from the firehouse, 
Hank soon was hired to be the Fire Chief of Kelly Air Force Base and served in 
that capacity for 9 years before moving to the Air Force Security Command to 
assume duties as Air Force Security Command Fire Chief. His innovation and 
leadership skills were greatly admired. In those years of traveling the world, 
Hank never lost his love of all things Texas and always returned to San Antonio 
and the sunny weather that allowed for all those great golf days. Throughout his 
life, Hank was as dedicated to his family as a man could have been. // Obit // 

Honorary Fallen Eagle 
 Jim, J. C. & Dan, the name is very familiar, wasn't he one of "ours"?  
Thought I should at least touch base with you guys just in case. 
(From Daytona Beach, FL News-Journal, Monday, 27 Nov., 2007) 
 
Lt. Col. J. M. "Pat" Patrick, USAF (Ret), 84, Edgewater, died Saturday at 
Hospice House, New Smyrna Beach.  Born in Marianna and raised in 
Tennessee, Col. Patrick came to the area in 1975 from Ft. Lauderdale.  During 
his long and distinguished military career, starting in 1941 with the Army Air 
Corps, he served as a pilot in World War II, Korea, and Vietnam.  In a unique 
turn of events, he flew the Douglas C-47 both in World War II as a transport 
and in Vietnam for electronic surveillance.  Other aircraft he flew were the F-
94, T-33 and, for many years, the KC-135 airborne refueling aircraft.  Over the 
years, he piloted many famous people, including Tennessee Senator and 1952 
presidential candidate Estes Kefauver and, during the Vietnam War, General 
William C. Westmoreland.  Following his military service, he became a 
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known. Born 11 Jan 1940, Died 25 Aug 2007 (V);  Assignments 6910th 
Darmstadt, far east assignments, last assignment Hawaii.; 292X1, retired as TSgt  
Thanks //Ray Colbert, El Paso, TX / 
On a sad note, J.W. Merrell, a Lifetime member, passed away in early 
September (2007). JW was a Russian and Vietnamese linguist who spent many 
years flying. He was a member of the 6924th Association. //Bill Springett // 
****************************************************************

*** 
Dap, I ran across this obit in the local paper and noticed he 
had been a ditty-bop with Security Service. I talked with 
the family and they said he had been in Ankara in the ’55-
’56 time frame. I know he was not a member of FTV but 
maybe you could include some of this info in an upcoming 
newsletter. I checked and the family said it was OK. There 

may be a few that knew him still around. From the looks of it I just missed him 
in Ankara. I got there in Dec ’56... // Charlie Sawyer // Mr. Mervin Paul 
Hebert, 75, the son of the late Thomas X. Hebert and the former Hazel Braud, 
died Thursday, Dec 13 2007. He was born in Thibodeaux, LA on April 14, 
1932. In 1936, he moved to Lafayette and attended Central Grammar School and 
graduated, from Lafayette High School in 1950. He enlisted in the United States 
Air Force serving during the Korean Conflict. While in the Air Force, he was an 
intercept radio operator in the security services. Upon Leaving the Air Force, he 
attended SLI, graduating with a math-science degree from USL. He taught high 
school, vocational technical school and was an instructor at LSU-Baton Rouge 
while studying for an advanced degree in Nuclear Engineering. He then left 
academia to pursue a career in the oilfield as a construction consultant retiring in 
2005. He fought a long and courageous battle with myelodysplaslic syndrome, 
which progressed to acute myeloid leukemia. He bravely underwent many 
various treatments in hopes of possibly finding a cure for his cancer. He enjoyed 
his family, fishing, gardening and barbequing. Mervin will be greatly missed by 
his family, friends and all those whose lives he has touched in one way or 
another through the years. //Obit // 
*****************************************************************
** 
I received word tonight that MSgt Don Tennison passed away on Oct 27, 2007 
in Albuquerque, N.M.  He was 70.  Don was stationed at Kirknewton Scotland 
1960 - 1962 and was a 292X1 instructor at Keesler AFB in 1963, at a later date 
he was stationed at Elmendorf in Alaska. // Paul Burnet // 
*****************************************************************
** A close friend of mine, William Harvey Hurst, TSgt, AF, Ret, passed away 
on Nov 28 2007, due to complications from diabetes. Bill was a AFSC 81150, I 
believe, Entry Controller. His assignments in USAFSS: 6916th at Rhein-Main, 
1965-1967, 6984th at Shemya, Oct 69 and: 6903 at Osan, 1972 to 1974, and 
6987th at Lin Kou 1974-1976. Then to Carswell AFB at Ft.Worth and Ellsworth 
AFB, S.D, retiring in 1984 at Ft.Worth. His wife, Kim, passed away in Sept 
1986, and after a few years there, moved to his hometown of Maryville, Ten, 
where he was laid to rest. He wasn't a member of FTVA, but really enjoyed his 
tours in USAFSS. I met Bill in 1972 while we both were in "Skivvy Nine".        
Regards, // Ray Francis // 
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****************************************************************
*** Here’s the passing of James Holloway, MSgt, USAFSS (RET). I saw Jim 
for the first time in many years at the Hof reunion in Reno this past July. He 
then informed me that he had lung cancer and was undergoing chemo and 
followup with radiation. Unfortunately none of it worked and I was informed by 
his wife that he died on Dec 2nd. Jim served at Hof, as an Elinter from 62-65. 
//Lou Rocha // 
****************************************************************
***  

Margaret Dorothy Hamilton, Peggy to many who knew her, 
departed this life on December 10, 2007. Margaret was born 
December 31, 1930 in Wraysbury, England. She is survived by 
her husband, Col. Ray Hamilton, USAF, (ret.), and son, Paul. 
Ray and Margaret, the love of his life, were married on 
December 22, 1951, in her village church of St. Mary's in 
Denham Village, Buckinghamshire, England. Margaret was a 
devoted wife and mother who took great joy in her love of 

homemaking and gardening. During their 30 years of military life and many 
moves around the country and world, Margaret always made a house a home. 
After Ray's retirement, Margaret and Ray were much involved in neighborhood 
and community affairs, especially working with the police officers of Prue Road 
Station in their crime prevention efforts. //Obit// 
****************************************************************
*** 
I am sorry to say that this e-mail is not from Doug Lyon. I am his daughter. I 
regret to tell the group (Misawa) my father passed away on Saturday December 
1st, 2007. I don’t know if any of you were aware he had been in the hospital for 
a cancerous tumor in October. They only got 80-90% of it but said it was the 
most treatable kind of lymphatic cancer. They were wrong. He had to go back 
after 1 week for pneumonia and his first chemo treatment. He was home until 
last Wednesday when he went into Emergency because he was so weak and was 
having trouble breathing again. They ran more tests and found on Thursday that 
the cancer had spread all over and he only had 2 days to 2 months. It was only 2 
days. I got home on Friday to say goodbye to him. He was a Great man, a Great 
Father, a True PATRIOT, and a real friend. He was laid to rest at Riverside 
National   Cemetery on Thursday December 6th. He received a splendid 21 gun 
salute as TAPS was being played on the bugle. Thank you all for your kind e-
mails to my father. Sincerely // Elizabeth Heather -Lizzy88s2004@yahoo.com  
****************************************************************
***  

This morning's SA Express News carries the obituary of 
Ken Wilhelmson.  Ken passed away on 9 December.  Rest 
in peace, mi amigo. // Darr King //I remember Kenny 
Wilhelmson, but had not heard anything about him in years. 
When I was a newly minted Admiral (AMS) at Rhein Main, 
he often flew with me as Airborne Maintenance Technician. 
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The Admiral was to serve as jumpmaster if we ever had to bail out of the 130, 
and I remember that Kenny told me never to look in the broom locker in the 
galley area if we had to jump. That's where he would ride the plane down. Also 
remember many stories from his days as a submariner and as a cop in New 
York. Great guy. //Darrell Norman // MSGT. Kenneth F. Wilhelmson U.S. 
Air Force (Retired). Kenneth was born to Francis and Theresa Wilhelmson on 
January 7th, 1939 in The Bronx, New York. Ken was called by the Lord on the 
9th of December, 2007. He served 4 years in the Navy and 19 years in the Air 
Force retiring after 23 years of service to our country. Upon Ken's retirement on 
Feb 1, 1979, he joined a local Pest Control Company, where he worked an 
additional 20 years. // Obit //  
****************************************************************
*** 
Via Email, I've been advised that: Lawrence James Davies-"JD"- passed away 
last Saturday (09/02/08).   Although not a member here on Roll Call, he was in 
USAFSS/ESC as a Chinese linguist from 1956-1978 or so.   He spent 20+ years 
after that working at NSA and retired at the end of September 2007.   Rest in 
peace, brother. // Jim Kaus – USAFSS RollCall Site// 
****************************************************************
***Washington Post obit: Harry Judson "Jud" Berry, 78. A Russian linguist 
and analyst for NSA from 1956 to 1985 died Jan. 31 at Jefferson City, MO after 
a heart attack. He moved to Jefferson City from New Carrolton in 1988. He was 
born in Tuscumbia, Mo and served in the Air Force from 1951 to 1955. I did not 
know him but someone may possibly remember him. //John Lawton –USAFSS 
Roll call site // 
****************************************************************

*** 
Donald Francis Schorr, age 90, of San Antonio, died on 
Wednesday, February 13, 2008. Don was a World War II, 
Pearl Harbor and Midway Veteran. He was a civil servant for 
over 30 years working with National Security Agency. He was 
an active member of the Elks Lodge B.P.O.E. No. 216 and a 
member of the United Ostomy Association. // Obit // Donald 

was a member of the Foundation and had both NSA and USAFSS service during 
his career. // Doug Holden // 
 
****************************************************************
** 

Evelyn Elizabeth White went to be with the Lord on 
February 13, 2008 at the age of 74 years. Evelyn was born 
on June 13, 1933 to Albert and Jane Thompson in 
Edinburgh, Scotland. She leaves to cherish her memory 
her husband; Mel, three sons; Brian James, Steven George, 
and Christopher Paul. She was a very caring person, a 
loving wife, and extraordinary mother, and will be sorely 
missed. // Obit // 


