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December 2008 

Dear FTVA Members, 
We enjoyed a wonderful 60th USAFSS 

Anniversary Reunion in September.  The weather 
was perfect and, as usual, all events were well 
executed and attended.  As a result we 
remembered, recognized, and relaxed while 
enjoying the camaraderie of friends. 
Once again, we took advantage of the Alsatian 
Golf Club, in Castroville for our reunion golf 

tournament.  They provided a great a venue and made it easy for our members to 
enjoy the fellowship this event is designed to provide.  And the barbecue was 
good too!  Colonel (Retired) Joe Hurst did a great job in planning and executing 
the tournament and the meal that followed.  Thanks again Joe. 
The Remembrance Ceremony held at the EC-47 memorial in front of the AF 
ISR Agency headquarters provided a chance to reflect on past events and 
associations with colleagues present and absent.  AF ISR Agency Vice 
Commander, Colonel Jon Kimminau delivered a very memorable address on the 
command's mission, the commitment of our people, and the need to preserve the 
sense of heritage connecting our past with current operations.  The ceremony 
included a moving performance by the Alzafar Shrine Highlander Pipe Band 
and an F-16 flyover.  FTVA members called out the names of Fallen Eagles who 
died during the past year, followed by a 21-gun salute fired by the AF ISR 
Agency Honor Guard.  Senior Master Sergeant (Ret) Red Haire, Colonel Wayne 
Fau, and Mrs Betty McMakin received special recognition. The association 
appreciates the extraordinary efforts of the command staff and the 
reunion/anniversary team led by Lieutenant Colonel Tim Woliver in making this 
and the other events a success. 
The picnic that followed the Remembrance Ceremony was fun for those who 
attended.  Now in his fourth year, Chief Master Sergeant (Retired) A.J. Harrison 
was the driving force behind making the afternoon so enjoyable.  His 60th 
Anniversary commemorative beer mugs went over well.  A dedicated group of 
AF ISR Agency folks manned the booths providing food and drink for those in 
attendance.  The membership table (led by Chief Master Sergeant (Retired) 
Kenny O’Neal) did a brisk business in signing up members for another year and 
offering command-related mementos, including (thanks to Chief Master 
Sergeant (Retired) Bob Crabtree) our special commemorative anniversary ball 
caps, and (thanks to Master Sergeant (Retired) John Knotts) our anniversary 
commemorative coins.  And our DJ once again, provided an afternoon of 
outstanding "picnic music." 

The President’s Corner 
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Saturday's events began with the Hall of Honor induction ceremony adding four 
distinguished members, including – Lieutenant Colonel (Retired) Howard 
Bunton, Chief Master Sergeant (Retired) Gerry Gething, Chief Master Sergeant 
(Retired) Tom Giroir, and Chief Master Sergeant (Retired) Jim Sickich.  Chief 
Master Sergeant (Retired) Bob Sherwood has done an outstanding job in guiding 
the efforts of our Hall of Honor committee.  He deserves a big “Thank You” for 
his dedication and diligence in guiding Hall of Honor activities.  Once again, 
well done Bob!  Next, Colonel Kimminau provided an update on the command's 
organization and operation, with emphasis on the significant role AF ISR 
Agency is playing in the global war on terrorism.  These annual updates provide 
an outstanding link between how things worked in the past and the evolving 
command mission and tools in use today.  We are deeply indebted to Major 
General Koziol and his staff for the time and care they have expended in 
preparing these presentations.  Following the command presentation, a brief 
FTVA business meeting announced the election of new officers and concluded 
with reports from several association officers. 
The 60th Anniversary banquet held on Saturday evening at the Lackland 
Gateway Club was enjoyed by the 320 people who attended.  In his after-dinner 
speech, Lieutenant General (Retired) James R. Clapper, Under Secretary of 
Defense (Intelligence), gave a very interesting account of Air Force Security 
Service and the outstanding performance of the AF ISR Agency, over the sixty-
plus year history of our US Air Force.  We are very grateful for General 
Clapper’s attendance.  We also owe a large debt of gratitude to Mr. Ken 
Williams, our Social Chairman for flawlessly orchestrating a mountain of details 
associated with a very large dinner.  Thanks, Ken!! 
Each year, the annual reunion marks a time of transition in our association as 
new officers take their places on the association's board of directors.  This year's 
meeting was marked by the reelection of Colonel (Retired) Bob Cope as our 
Treasurer and Senior Master Sergeant (Retired) Phred Sevening as our 
Secretary.  In addition, I am grateful for the significant contribution and hard 
work of all our board members who continue to serve the FTVA membership 
and our organization.  I’d like to thank Colonel (Retired) Jim Hilliard for his 
dedicated leadership of our Vigilant Partner program.  As of October, Colonel 
(Retired) Jim McLendon has stepped in to replace him in that role.  In addition, I 
owe Chief Master Sergeant (Retired) Marco Aldaz a note of thanks.  Marco has 
served as our Historian for the last four years.  He’ll be replaced by Chief 
Master Sergeant (Retired) Lee Anthony. 
Since the reunion took place in September, your FTVA leadership has 
participated in the SENSOR OLYMPICS celebration, allowing "alumni" of the 
command another opportunity to meet and get to know their successors now 
serving on active duty and sharing with them the importance of their work and 
our collective heritage. 
Over the next year, I will continue to work -- with your help -- to make FTVA 
an even stronger organization than it is today.  My hope is to bring the 
organization into even closer relationship with the AF ISR Agency as a means 
of attracting a steady infusion of "new blood" in the form of active duty and 
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HAPPY HOLIDAYS!! 
 
 

Happy Halloween                  Happy Thanksgiving 
 
 

Happy Veteran’s Day   Happy Winter Solstace 
 
 

Merry Christmas      Happy New Year 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

FROM THE “HAPPY  EVERYTHING” ELF  
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60th ANNIVERSRY USAFSS/AFISR Agency MEMORABILIA  

 

 
We have some of the 2008 FTVA Coins available. We are asking for a dontation 
of $7.50 (includes shipping). Please make your checks payable to "FTVA" and 
send to: 

Doug Holden 
9227 Fallworth 

San Antonio, TX 78254 

*************************************************** ************* 
60th Anniversary Ball Caps 

 
We still have some well-made 2008 FTVA 
Reunion caps available (see photo left).  
These tan and black hats have the USAFSS 
Shield in full color on the front; the right 
side displays "Freedom Through 
Vigilance"; the left side displays "60th 
Anniversary 1948-2008" The back displays 
"Remain In Touch". 
We are asking for  a $20.00 donation per hat 
(includes shipping). 
If interested, please forward a check payable 
to "FTVA": 

 
Susan Douglas 
6822 Terra Rye 

San Antonio, TX 78240 
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recently retired/separated people who share our association's values.  We need to 
continue to get the word out to the current members of AF ISR Agency that they 
are welcome to become members of FTVA.  Current and past members of 
USAFSS, ESC, AFIC, AIA, and AF ISR Agency can join the FTVA.  I urge 
every FTVA member to join in this endeavor.  As we approach the holiday 
season, best wishes to you and your families.  And as the war on terrorism 
continues, let us join in thoughts and prayers for the safety of all Americans, 
particularly those wearing our country's uniform.  
Remain in touch, 
Chris Cook 
 

 
A Note From The CIA Director  

 

 
This note (above) is from former long-time USAFSS/ESC intelligence officer Lt 
Gen (Ret) Michael Hayden who is now the Director of the CIA.  It was intended 
for all FTVA members and was sent in response to a note from FTVA president 
Chris Cook.  The note reads: 
 
“Thanks so much for the thoughtful note on my retirement from the Air 
Force.  Staying on at the CIA gives me a chance to continue intelligence work 
though, so I look forward to more visits to Security Hill and San Antonio.  
Please pass our best on to all FTVA members.      Sincerely,   Mike Hayden.” 
 
*************************************************** ************ 
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Dear Members,        

Those of you who have inquired after Dap’s health can take heart that 
little-by-little he is progressing on the road to recovery.  He continues to 
contribute to this newsletter substantially each quarter.  We hope you enjoy our 
60th Anniversary Reunion issue.  Both of us wish you and yours a happy holiday 
season. 
     Sincerely,   

    “Rass” Rassmussen 
 
 
 
    
Information in the form of letters, notes, fax, e-mail, or by phone is accepted 
as true and factual.  In order to include as much information as possible, 
some of it may be edited for brevity or may be delayed for later publication.  
Publishing of any article or notice in this Newsletter does not assure accuracy 
or endorsement by the Association or Agency. 
 
*************************************************** ************* 
 
 
 
 

News from Heritage Chapter, San Angelo, TX 
 

From: Larry Ross  
To:  Dennis Rassmussen <drassmus@sbcglobal.net  
 
The Heritage Chapter held its quarterly social / October business meeting at a 
local Chinese buffet restaurant in San Angelo.  Guests were the members' 
spouses.  Special guests were the instructors and members of the international 
officers class from Goodfellow AFB.  They came from Chile, Italy, Japan and 
Korea.  It is always a treat when they visit and tell of life and customs in their 
countries.  Sorry to report that no one had a camera to document this feast.  Our 
next social will be our annual Christmas party in December.  (Location to be yet 
determined.) 
 
Sincerely, 
Larry Ross, Secretary 
 

FROM THE EDITOR’S DESK  

  EDITOR’S DISCLAIMER  

FTVACHAPTER NEWS  
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CARSON, Bruce McEachern, Lt. Col. USAF (Ret) Lt. 
Col. Bruce M. Carson, 58, of Lake Anna, Virginia, died 
suddenly at his home on Saturday, September 13, 2008. He 
was born on March 16, 1950 in Kentfield, California to the 
late Lt. Col. John Paul Carson Jr. and Jean Eleanor 
(McEachern) Carson Bailey of San Antonio, TX. He 
married JoAnn (Brinkman) Carson daughter of James 
Brinkman and Genevieve Healey Brinkman in Houston, 
Texas on March 16, 1974. Bruce was a military veteran of 
the Cold War, and proudly served 22 years in the U.S. Air 
Force before retiring as a Lieutenant Colonel in September 
1997. He graduated from the University of Houston in 1974 

where he was awarded a BS Degree in Electrical Engineering. He joined the 
U.S. Air Force in March of 1976 and upon graduation from the USAF Officer 
Training School was commissioned a Second Lieutenant in the U.S. Air Force. 
He qualified first as an Air Force Navigator and later as an Electronic Warfare 
Reconnaissance Systems Officer. Later assignments included distinguished 
service with the Strategic Air Command: 24th SRS, Eielson AFB, Alaska; 55th 
SRW, Offutt AFB, Nebraska and as Program Manager, Riverside Research 
Institute at the Pentagon in Arlington, Virginia. He dedicated his life to the 
service of his country. While serving as an aircrew member during a Cold War 
RC-135C mission, he participated in the rescue efforts of the U.S. Navy P-3 
Orion aircraft AFLA FOXTROT 586 which crashed on October 26, 1978 off 
Kamchatka Peninsula in the North Pacific during a sensitive mission. A 
propeller malfunction caused a fire forcing the pilot Lt. Cdr. Jerry Carson 
Grigsby to ditch his patrol plane into the empty, mountainous seas west of the 
Aleutian Islands. Three of the fourteen souls aboard the Orion were killed, 
including the pilot Lt. Cdr. Grisby. The RC-135C was the first aircraft to spot 
the Navy rafts and circled at a very low altitude to mark their position. Later the 
pilot of the RC-135 would climb for fuel conservation, but remained generally 
overhead the Search and Rescue site to relay communications between aircraft 
on station and Headquarters in Alaska, the continental US and Japan. Later, 
Bruce survived a plane crash of his own on March 15, 1981. The reconnaissance 
aircraft RC-135B #61-2664 code named Cobra Ball, in which he was a 
crewmember, crashed short of the runway in a blinding snowstorm on Shemya 
Island in the Aleutian Island chain off Alaska. Six of the twenty-four souls 
aboard were killed. His personal awards and decorations include: Defense 
Meritorious Service Medal, Meritorious Service Medal w/ 3 OLCs, Air Medal 
w/ 7 OLCs, USAF Commendation Medal and other awards. He was noted for 
his quick wit and keen sense of humor.  
 
 

HONORARY FALLEN EAGLE  
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William Sealover 1940 - 2008.  Passed away due to lung cancer. 
Bill finished Basic Training at Lackland in 1958 and was assigned 
to Yale, the Institute of Far Eastern Languages, for training in 
Chinese. After completing the basic course and technical 
training at GAFB he was assigned to Osan AFB, Korea where 

he worked in the "T" house after his orientation on the line. He was then 
assigned to GAFB as a technical instructor until 1962 when he was selected for 
training in Vietnamese at HQ NSA. In 1963 he and his classmates were assigned 
to Danang AFB, Republic of Vietnam where he flew airborne surveillance 
missions in C-47 aircraft recovering after missions at both Saigon and home 
base of Danang. These early C-47 missions were the precursors of the later EC-
47 USAFSS dedicated and equipped aircraft. Bill's final assignment was to the 
6948th "Fly Away" squadron -- a unit made up of seasoned professionals who 
were ready to pick up and fly on extremely short notice. Bill completed 8 years 
service with USAFSS in May of 1965 and took his discharge. He went on to the 
University of Texas and earned multiple engineering degrees and spent the 
balance of his civilian career working in various aspects of the engineering field. 
His travels on the job saw him in far flung places such at Byelorussia and back 
around Southeast Asia.  His loving wife 'Sis' and daughter Erika survive him and 
send their thanks to all Bill's former USAFSS comrades who sent condolences. 
// Luther Deese - USAFSS 1958 – 1966 FTVA Life Member // 
*************************************************** *************
Pinky Myers called me today to pass along the news of the passing of her dear 

husband, and one of my closest 6910th friend, Jess Myers We 
served under Hector Quintianilla in a TA section; Jess & I were 
TA. Some of you will remember that Jess's Alzheimer's was 
obvious at our Washington DC reunion, and so it’s been a slow 

and painful loss for Pink and her family. Jess was in hospice care 
for several months. He & Pinky lived in Cleveland many years. He’ll be buried 
in Massachusetts, with a son Andrew who passed years ago. // Ray Thompson //  
*************************************************** *************

”SERGEANT BLUFF” - Raymond J. "Ray" Jungwirth , 74, 
passed away Saturday, Oct. 25, 2008, listening to the music he 
loved with his children singing softly to him. //Obit – Sioux 
City Journal// Bill, Dad was born March 11, 1934 in Sioux 
City, IA. His father George born in 1892 was a German 
immigrant and lived in Parkston, SD. His mother, Frances 
Braunschmidt, also German was born in Czechoslovakia in 
1899 and lived in SD. They moved to Sioux City after his dad 
was discharged from the Army, cavalry division in 1919 (I 

have his original discharge papers). They operated Jungwirth Construction 
building homes in Morningside, Sioux City, IA. Dad graduated from high school 
in 1952. He enlisted, went to Keesler AFB in Feb 1953 and was a member of the 
2nd Radio Squadron Mobile, Darmstadt, Germany, Feb 1954 - Jan 1957 as a 
Morse code radio intercept operator. He discharged from the reserves in Feb 
1961.  Ray's daughter, Tracy Prichard //Bill Campbell / 
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AIR FORCE ISR AGENCY HISTORY  

‘A CONTINUING LEGACY’  60 TH ANNIVERSARY EDITION  
      By Harold Myers and Gabriel Marshall, AFISR/HO 

 
This publication, now in its fourth edition, briefly outlines the organization’s 
nearly six decades as the air intelligence arm of the Air Force. It chronicles 

important contributions 
of this organization to the 
continued security of the 
United States. “A 
Continuing Legacy” is 
also dedicated to the late 
Dr. Dennis F. Casey, who 
served as the AIA Chief 
Historian from April 
1995 to March 2007. The 
publisher wishes to thank 
the HQ AF ISR Agency 
Visual Productions 
Branch and the HQ AF 
ISR Agency Printing 
Plant for their superb 
support. The HQ AF ISR 
Agency History Office 
also expresses its thanks 
to Jill Winters, Manuel 
(Manny) Garcia, Gloria 
Vasquez, and Capt 
Anthony Pendleton, 
USAFR, Ret for their 
invaluable assistance and 

advice during the editorial review and publication process.  
Omissions, errors and suggestions may be emailed to the authors, 
Harold.Myers@Lackland.af.mil , or Gabriel.Marshall@Lackland.af.mil . 
 

This document is available on-line at the following site: 
http://www.afisr.af.mil/shared/media/document/AFD-081010-005.pdf 

 

�������� �
The Air Force Intelligence, Surveillance, and Reconnaissance (ISR) Agency’s 
history started 60 years ago in late 1947, when Col Richard P. Klocko worked to 
create a separate Air Force organization devoted to special information. Based 
on his efforts, the Air Force established the Air Force Security Group on 23 June 
1948. That group reorganized a few months later on 20 October 1948 as the 
United States Air Force Security Service (USAFSS).  



Remain In Touch December 2008 

6 

 
Over the next 60 years, USAFSS and its successor organizations* actively 
participated in major world events. Intelligence personnel supported American 
actions in the Korean War, the Middle East, the Cuban Missile Crisis, the 
Vietnam War, and Operations Just Cause, Desert Storm, Deliberate Force, and 
Allied Force. Then a terrorist attack on the World Trade Center in New York 
and the Pentagon in Washington DC on 11 September 2001 touched off 
Operation Enduring Freedom against the terrorists and Taliban regime in 
Afghanistan. The U. S. then initiated Operation Iraqi Freedom against Saddam 
Hussein’s regime in Iraq in March 2003.  
While support to Enduring 
Freedom and Iraqi Freedom 
continued, on 8 June 2007 the 
Air Force re-designated the 
Air Intelligence Agency as 
the Air Force Intelligence, 
Surveillance, and 
Reconnaissance (ISR) 
Agency. With that 
transformation, the Air Force 
also realigned the unit from 
Air Combat Command 
(ACC) to the Deputy Chief of Staff for Intelligence, Surveillance and 
Reconnaissance (HAF/A2). Since then, the agency has taken several significant 
steps towards a new vision for AF ISR.  
 
The first and perhaps most significant step occurred in February 2008, when the 
Air Force reassigned the 480th Intelligence Wing from ACC’s Eighth Air Force 
to the AF ISR Agency as part of AF ISR Transformation. That realignment 
unified the Distributed Common Ground System (DCGS) elements under one 
unit. The action also standardized the AF ISR groups under the operational 

control of numbered air forces. 
Future transformation actions 
will redesignate the 480th and 
70th Intelligence Wings as ISR 
wings with subordinate ISR 
groups. This change will 
establish the Air Force DCGS as 
a global ISR weapon system, 
streamline and provide a single 
point of leadership for this vital 
capability 

 Inside the Agency’s ISR Operations Center (ISROC)  .  
 
Over the past year the AF ISR Agency has had tremendous success with its 
National Tactical Integration (NTI) effort. The NTI program integrated national 
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Jimmie Lee Salie Nov. 13, 1946 - Mar. 30, 2008. Born to James and June Salie 

in Broken Bow, OK.  Moved to Weedpatch CA prior to starting 
kindergarten at the Vineland School District, Sept. 1951.  Grew 
up in Sunset labor camp attending both Vineland and Sunset 
schools.  Graduated from Arvin HS in 1964, whereupon he 
briefly attended Bakersfield College prior to enlisting in the 

USAF, Dec. 1964.  Lee graduated from Yale University language 
school with honors as a linguist in the Air Force. He began as a Chinese linguist 
and switched over to Korean later in his career. He served a tour of duty in 
Vietnam with the majority of his enlistment spent on assignment in Korea, 
where he met his wife to be Haeng Im So. They married Sept. 5, 1978. He 
retired from the USAF as a Msgt in June 1990 after 21 years of service and 
returned home to live in Bakersfield CA.  In the early 90's he began his second 
career as a letter carrier with the US Postal Service. // Obit – Lonnie Kinder //  
*************************************************** *************  

Donald L. Scott, San Angelo, Texas; '202' RAF Kirknewton 
1960-1963, passed away October 20, 2008. //Al Lorentzen56-62// 
Don spent many years as a civilian at the school at Goodfellow 
attaining the position of senior civilian advisor to the school 
commander and retiring at thre rank of GS-14 in the early 

1990’s.  He touched the lives of many people in our business over the years.  
Rest in Peace. //Richard “Corky” Bingham// 
 ************************************************** ************** 

SMSgt (Ret) Roberto A. Garcia, age 72, passed away 
Saturday, November 1, 2008. He retired from the Air Force 
after 30 years of dedicated service, 7 years civil service at 
Medina AFB and 10 years civil service at Kelly AFB. Roberto 
is survived by his wife of 45 years, Elva Garcia; children, 
Illiana G. Kruithof and husband Ray, Roberto Garcia Jr. and 
wife Monika, Linda N. Plante and husband Andrew; 
grandchildren, Victoria R. Garcia, Robert C. Garcia, Sierra E. 

Alvarado, Joshua S. Kruithof, Eilleen R. Plante, Andrew R. Plante; brothers, 
T.A. Garcia and Ralph Garcia; sister, Eva Pedroza; numerous nieces and 
nephews. Interment will follow at Fort Sam Houston National Cemetery with 
full Military Honors. Please visit www.mem.com for an online memorial and 
tributes.//Obit//Following note from the Assn of Spanish Flyers// 
Garcia came to Tampa from Germany, and was originally a Russian linguist 
(MA)--pretty sure Reidel or one of those guys told me he and Bill McCormack 
were the first Beaner (MK) AMSs. Bob was also a legendary fast-pitch softball 
pitcher--seems several base commanders were always vying for his talents 
throughout Europe. Espy and Jorge Colon say he was a real hard case in Tampa, 
but he had mellowed out considerably by the time we were doing the TDY thing 
to Panama--he and Joe Medina pretty much led the transcription effort every 
night on Gun Hill at Howard AFB. // Lee Anthony – Submitted by Bob Cope 
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Lt. Col. (Ret.) William Henry Croft  passed away 
peacefully at his home on September 15, 2008.  Bill was 
born on Jan 16th, 1920 in Rathbone, New York. He attended 
Addison High School with the love of his life and wife of 
sixty-four years, Mary Agnes Croft. He joined the Army Air 
Corps in 1941 and went to flight school at Goodfellow Air 
Force Base in San Angelo, Texas. He flew 35 combat 
missions as the Captain of a B-24 'Liberator' bomber during 
World War II. He remained in the Air Force for twenty-nine 
years and was stationed in Antioch, California, Seattle, 
Washington, Morocco, Germany and San Antonio, Texas. At 

the time of his retirement in 1970 he had been stationed at Kelly Air Force 
Base's Security Service Branch here in San Antonio for several years. // Obit // 
Dan, he was Director of admin at HQ USAFSS in the 1960s. // Jim Youngson // 
*************************************************** ************ 
Man...This is getting OLD!  Received the following e-mail this afternoon from 

the son of Dennis "Red" Murray   QUOTE To all who knew my 
father and was touched by his life, it is with great sorrow and 
regret that I have to inform you, especially this way, that he 
passed away on Tuesday, Sep 2nd at approximately 6pm at 
Dameron Hospital in Stockton, CA.  He went in for some 

general dizziness and after complications from what may have been an electrical 
conductivity problem or more possibly blood clots and after several successful 
tries of reviving him, he went to sleep one last time and did not wake up. It is 
with great pain that I write this e-mail and again I apologize for breaking the 
news in this fashion, but it was the only contact information we had for some of 
you.   Thank you for being a part of his life. Thank You, Dennis’s son, Tim. 
UNQUOTE. //Wayne Babb – Misawa Project site // 
*************************************************** ************* 

This Obit was in the NW Fla Daily News today.  I did not know Mr 
Rief, but am posting for anyone who may have worked with 
him. “Thomas Leonard (Tom) Rief passed away after a 
valiant year-long battle with pancreatic cancer on Tuesday, 
Sept 2, at home with his wife.  He was born on July 24, 1944 

in Rockford Ill, and grew up in Neola and Council Bluffs Iowa. 
He had a 20-year career in the USAF, received numerous awards and retired in 
1983 as a SMSgt. Tom enjoyed his assignments at Lackland AFB, Okinawa, 
Offutt AFB,  Shemya, San Vito in Brindisi Italy, Norton AFB at San 
Bernardino, Calif, and Eglin AFB.  At the time of his retirement he was a First 
Sergeant with the Air Rescue Squadron at Eglin AFB, FL.  Tom served in 
several career fields including Morse code radio operator with the Security 
Service, photo labs in SAC Headquarters at Offutt Air Force Base, CBPO 
personnel at Norton Air Force Base and First Sergeant at Eglin AFB.” //John 
“Mike” Miller – Misawa site // 
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and tactical war fighting ISR capabilities for the Combined/Joint Forces Air 
Component Commander. Airmen conducting the NTI mission leveraged all ISR 
capabilities to save countless lives, while providing critical, time-sensitive 
information to component commanders for various war fighting missions. The 
significant progress of the NTI program in only one year allowed the AF ISR 
Agency to make plans for the next level--an enhanced NTI program to expand 
the current NTI capability into all intelligence disciplines.  
 
In November 2007, the agency re-established the Air Force Human Intelligence 
(HUMINT) program with the stand-up of AF ISR Detachment 6 at Wright-
Patterson AFB, Ohio. The new detachment gave the AF ISR Agency the ability 
to provide valuable information on our opponent’s intentions and capabilities to 
Air Force leaders. The agency plans to grow the detachment into a HUMINT 
squadron and eventually a HUMINT group.  
In March 2008, the AF ISR Agency renamed its Detachment 2 as the Air Force 
Combat ISR Office. That re-designation allowed the agency to encompass all 
ISR operational capabilities. The change gave the agency an office to carry out 
the broader and more significant duties related to ISR capabilities and operations 
to enhance its relationship with the Combat Air Forces.  
 
In April 2008, the “unitization” of National Air and Space Intelligence Center 
(NASIC) realigned its previous staff-oriented structure into four production-
focused groups and three directorates. The four groups had 17 squadrons 
specializing in Air/Cyberspace, Space/Missiles, Global Threat, and Data 
Exploitation. The three directorates managed Plans & Programs, 
Communications & Information, and Mission Support. The activation of these 
units brought the decision-making power closer to the mission and strengthened 
the authority, accountability and responsibility of the unit commanders to 
improve the care of our most important asset, our people.  
 
In the future the AF ISR Agency will stand up a Special Operations ISR Group 
at Hurlburt Field, Fla., to provide a critical ISR capability for integrated 
operations with Special Operations Forces. The past three years have included 
an unprecedented transformation for the organization. With these changes, the 
AF ISR Agency has become a truly multi-disciplined intelligence organization. 
The changes have made the AF ISR Agency one of the premier war fighting 
organizations in the Air Force—one uniquely leveraged for the battlefield of the 
21st Century.  

JOHN C. KOZIOL, Maj Gen, USAF  
Commander 

____________ 
*Electronic Security Command, 1979-1991, Air Force Intelligence Command, 
1991-1993, and Air Intelligence Agency, 1993-2007. 
*************************************************** ************ 
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Freedom Through Vigilance Association P.o. Box 691616 

San Antonio, Texas 78269-1616 
 
AF ISR Agency/CC  
2 Hall Blvd, Suite 201  
San Antonio, TX 78243-7072  
1 October 2008  
 
Dear General Koziol  
I'm writing on behalf of the FTVA Board of Directors and our two thousand 
worldwide members to thank you and the extremely hardworking, dedicated, 
and talented members of the AF ISR Agency for your help in planning and 
executing another outstanding series of AF ISR Agency Anniversary-FTVA 
Reunion events. We truly appreciate your help and that of your staff - without 
your support these events could not occur.  
Lieutenant Colonel Tim Woliver (AF ISR Agency/A5C) did an absolutely 
outstanding job leading a team of dedicated professionals. They worked hard 
putting all the details in place, coordinating with our FTVA focal points, and 
executing each event without flaw. Particularly at this busy time in our history, 
we stand in awe and truly appreciate the effort expended by our active duty 
military and civilian counterparts. Each of them, Lieutenant Colonel Woliver 
(Team Lead); Mr. Chuck Ham (AF ISR Agency/A5/A8) Golf Tournament 
action officer; SMSgt David Johnson (67NWW/91 NWS), SSgt Philip Kochel 
(Det 4 A6), and A 1 C Marc Westbrooks (Det 4 A6) Remembrance Ceremony 
action officers; CMSgt David Gast (AF ISR Agency/A3) Anniversary Picnic 
action officer; SMSgt LaRichard Brown and Mr. AI Lane (AF ISR Agency/A 1) 
Hall of Honor Induction Ceremony action officers; and Ms Tina Media (AF ISR 
Agency/A4/7) Anniversary Dinner action officer did an outstanding job. Once 
again, Ms Dee Studavent and her outstanding team of protocol professionals 
worked tirelessly and turned in another outstanding performance. We also 
appreciate the outstanding support of Major Margie Gabriel and your CAG as 
well as that of Colonel Amanda Gladney. Her support as our AF ISR Agency - 
FTVA Liaison has been outstanding.  
We appreciate the access that you and our partners on the AF ISR Agency staff 
have afforded us and look forward to working with you on future projects which 
meet our common goals of promoting the USAFSS, ESC, AFIC, AlA, and AF 
ISR Agency heritage and recognizing the outstanding people who make it 
happen. Once again thanks.  
Sincerely,  
 
Wyatt C. Cook  
Colonel (Ret), USAF FTVA President 2007-09  
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and the United States. He taught at I the University of Foreign I Languages in 
Kiev Ukraine in 1975. Lavelle was often called upon to lecture at various 
colleges and universities because his knowledge of the Soviet Union was quite 
extensive and at that time few Americans had really been inside the so-called 
"Iron Curtain". While serving in the Far East shortly after World War II, Lavelle 
studied the Japanese language and attended Sophia University in Tokyo 
becoming proficient in spoken Japanese. He became well-known all throughout 
Japan and was not only given recommendation by the military for meritorious 
service, but was written up in the "Congressional Record" when 180,000 
Japanese petitioned President Eisenhower to either "Keep Lavelle in Japan or 
send him back as soon as·possible". The petition stated that Lavelle was the 
strongest U.S. Japanese link fostering, "Good will and understanding". He was 
wildly popular with the Japanese from all walks of life: governors, mayors, 
school children, teachers, farmers and peasants. During his long and active life, 
Lavelle pursued his many hobbies excelling in acrobatic flying. 
*************************************************** ************ 

MSGT LeRoy David Yarger, Sr. born in Sanborn, 
Pennsylvania on July 11, 1929, passed away Sunday, 
October 5, 2008 at the age of 79 years. MSGT Yarger 
retired from the U.S. Air Force after 27 years of service and 
was a Master Mason for over 50 years and also was a 
member of the Alzafar Shrine.. In Lieu of flowers the family 
requests that donations be made to The American Heart 
Association, The American Cancer Society, Meals on 

Wheels or the charity of your choice. // Obit / / LeRoy Was assigned to USAFSS 
HQ in the early 60s working 205XX assignments in Personnel // Lou Rocha // 
*************************************************** ************* 

MSgt James "Jimbo" R. Thrasher, Retired USAF, passed 
away October 27, 2008 at the age of 79 years. He was a loving 
husband, father and friend. Jimbo served proudly in the military 
for over 26 years with distinction during the Korean and 
Vietnam wars. He was awarded the Distinguished Flying Cross, 
Purple Heart and the Air Medal during his military career. His 
most cherished assignment was a gunner on the AC-130 
Gunship. // Obit // Prior to his assignment on the AC-130 
Gunship, Jim was a 202X0 with assignment  at Chicksands 

USAFSS/Kelly  and other USAFSS units. //Dap // 
*************************************************** ************* 
Kenneth Stoner, most of us called him Kim, was a Gruenstadt hill, 6910th, guy 

and a really good friend to all of us Gruenstadt people, military and 
civilian alike. I spoke with his daughter, Jenny, a few minutes ago 
and she told me that Kim passed away late Saturday night, 
September 27, 2008; he would have been 72 years old next 
month. Kim had been in bad health for some time and died in 

his sleep at his home in Pennsylvania. RIP Kim, we will always 
remember you. //Gisela Bullard-USAFSS Roll Call Site// 
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HQs, deploying with 5th AF Advanced to Taegu in July 1950. A month later, 
they retreated from Taegu to Pusan in advance of a North Korean army advance 
southward, Capt Fife returned to Japan and in late Nov 1950, led the first 
USAFSS operational deployment (Det C, 1st RSM) from Japan to the Korean 
peninsula, where they set up operations on the grounds of Kim Il Sung's palace 
that was then serving as 5th AF HQ in Pyongyang. Evacuating the palace and 
retreating south days later ahead of hordes of Chinese troops storming across the 
Yalu River, Capt Fife took Kim's North Korean map from the palace as a 
souvenir. Today, Col Fife's copy of the NK flag is proudly displayed in the 
National Cryptologic Museum at NSA.  
Following his tour with the 1st RSM, Capt Fife served on the HQ USAF Air 
Staff and as Assistant Air Attache in Moscow. Then in September 1958, he 
translated the Soviet air-to-ground communications of MiG-17 pilots who shot 
down C-130 60528 over Armenia and prepared documents to brief President 
Eisenhower. Changing fields, in 1962, Fife earned his PhD in Aerospace 
Physiology and became Director of Aerospace Medicine at Brooks AFB (1962-
1966), Researching pressurized flight, weightlessness and hyperbaric oxygen 
therapy, Col Fife had a major role in the support of NASA’s astronaut program. 
After retiring from the AF, Dr Fife joined Texas A&M University where he 
taught biology and served as Chairman of the Biology Department, Dean of 
Research and Vice President for Academic Affairs, retiring in 1997. RIP COL 
FIFE. //In Brotherhood, Larry Tart//   
*************************************************** *************  
I received this message this morning, concerning Dean "Dino" Enderle . He 

was at Chix a couple of times and other USAFSS stations. “Dear all, I 
wanted to let you all know that Dean sadly passed away on the 
20th September. I am Kellie’s husband, Darren. Best regards, 
Darren. //Bob Martin // 

 
*************************************************** ************* 

A.J. Lavelle a proud second generation Irish-American had a 
long and distinguished military career as a Naval aviator and 
Air Force language intelligence officer passed away on 
Sunday, June 15, 2008. He is preceded in death by his first 
wife, Grace B. Lavelle. After retirement from the military, he 
was recruited into the United States State Department and 
became Director of Refugees and War Victims. He served on 
staff of the famous "John Paul Vann" in Southeast Asia 
working in Vietnam, Laos, and Cambodia. He received many 
commendations for "Valor & Distinguished Service" for his 
work with refugees and war victims, especially for his work 

with the mountain tribes Montagnards of Vietnam. Returning from Vietnam, 
Lavelle became an educator teaching languages and world history for 23 years at 
Roosevelt High School and at the Junior College level. He was one of only three 
U.S. teachers selected to teach in the then Soviet Union during the first year of 
"Detente". The exchange was meant to ease tensions between the Soviet Union 
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2008 HALL OF HONOR INDUCTION CEREMONY  
 

The Hall of Honor was created in 1983. It honors individuals who served with 
great distinction and contributed immeasurably to successful mission 
accomplishment. The Hall of Honor preserves the legacy of those who have 
gone before, highlights their deeds, and honors their contributions to the nation.  

   (L-R) H. Bunton, J. Sickich, Marco Aldez (FTVA Historian), T. Giroir, G. Gething 
 
The Air Force Intelligence, Surveillance and Reconnaissance Agency together 
with the Freedom Through Vigilance Association, inducted four new members 
into the Hall of Honor during a ceremony held in the B. A. Larger Auditorium 
here Sept. 27. This year's inductees were retired Lt. Col. Howard W. Bunton, 
retired Chief Master Sgts. Gerard V. Gething, Thomas M. Giroir and James N. 
Sickich. 
 
"Today we are going to honor four 'silent warriors'... who have distinguished not 
only themselves, but the Air Force ISR Agency, the Joint-Forces community, 
and the US Air Force with extraordinary deeds," said Col. Jon Kimminau, AF 
ISR Agency acting vice commander.  "These four have distinguished themselves 
the utmost renown, and I can think of no greater pleasure than to honor them 
here today," said Colonel Kimminau. "I want you to know that I firmly believe 
this is the key to ISR's success - our people," he added.   "We have some of the 
brightest people in the US Air Force right here... and that's the way it's always 
been, which is why our legacy will continued to grow."    
The four new members to the Hall of Honor join 151 other members who have 
been inducted throughout the past 24 years. 
 
          //(Portions of the foregoing provided by MSgt Theresa Shannon AF ISR Agency PA)//rass// 
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Lt Col Howard W. Bunton, USAF (Ret)  
A founder of ESC's C3CM Electronic Combat mission, 
his contributions dramatically influenced the strategic 
combat planning of PACAF and AAC he developed the 
CONOPS, ensured it was a tactical component of the 
exercises, and validated its effectiveness. Under the 
direction of the ESC commander, he ensured ESe units 
were prepared to go to war and protect their people during 
crises through an aggressive IG inspection program -
constant improvement of unit readiness was his hallmark. 
He brought ESC into the MAlCOM inspection cycle for 

the first time to ensure its combat support units were ready to fight as a 
component of the theater forces. In Berlin, he proved his leadership at 
Tempelhof, then assumed the intelligence officer DO position at Marienfelde as 
a weapons director, and elevated the unit's effectiveness to superior levels as 
documented by the Command IG. Having notably impressed the ESC 
Commander with his dynamic leadership, he was selected to command the unit 
at Sembach AB and, subsequently, developed a cohesive, highly-motivated 
organizational team while concurrently deploying his forces to Operations 
DESERT SHIELD/DESERT STORM as well as providing support to other 
deploying in-theater command units. While the 67'h IG Vice Commander, he 
deployed to SWA as the 6975" IS(P) Commander, where his leadership and 
operational knowledge contributed immeasurably to improved airborne 
operational procedures and quality of life upgrades for deployed AlA personnel. 
The Operation SOUTHERN WATCH Commander stated he was "AlA's best 
ever deployed commander" and the AlA Commander stated he "has an 
established record as an AF warrior… providing superb leadership to our most 
tasked squadron ... his people admire and respect him." A skilled tactician, 
thoughtful decision-maker, enthusiastic motivator and inspirational leader - his 
infectious pursuit of excellence and concern for the well-being of his troops 
created an environment of achievement and legions of loyal followers wherever 
he traveled.  
*************************************************** ************* 

 
CMSgt Gerard V. Gething, USAF (Ret) Recognized 
for his enthusiasm and initiative early in his career, he 
was cited for his contributions to the SAR efforts of KAL 
Flight 007 after its 1983 shoot-down by Soviet fighters. 
As the NCOIC of AFIC's Analysis, Reporting, and 
Advisory Support Programs, he authored and 
implemented direction on the Advisory Support, product 
reporting, and CRITIC reporting programs. While the 
AlA IG Team's Operations Inspections Superintendent, 
he set a standard of excellence when conducting 45 

inspections and assessments throughout AlA. As Superintendent of NSA's 
Advisory Support and Reconnaissance Operations, he isolated program 
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leaves behind his bride of 41 years, Pensri, a daughter and several siblings. I'll 
miss him.//Ed & Kathie Bendinelli//  
We lost another great one this week.  Bill Harris was one of the best 207X1's in 
the command.  He was also recognized by his peers in the Army, Navy, 
Marines, Air Force, and civilian agencies as one of the top Communications 
Identification Techniques instructors, instructor supervisors, and technicians in 
the entire communications identification world.  His legacy lives on in the still 
taught Communications Identification Methodology courses and in those who 
still practice the trade throughout our Military and civilian intelligence 
providers. //Harry Lawrence// 
*************************************************** ************* 
Norma Jean Powell passed away Friday, August 12, 2008, at the age of 72 of a 
heart attack. Norma retired from the Electronic Security Command, Kelly AFB, 
Texas, Human Resources in 2005. She worked full time and attended Wayland 
Baptist College where she earned her degree. // Obit// 
 
*************************************************** ************* 

Sorry to report the death (lung cancer) in late July 2008 of PI and 
6901st alum Jim Hinton . After discharge in 1965, Jim earned his 
BA in English from Cal State Northridge, and MA from UCLA. 
He was a professor of English for 34 years. Jim's archived obit 
appears in the Montery County Herald. // JW Giere, 6901st, 

1962-1964; Kelly, 1965 // 
*************************************************** *************       

Bob and Denny, I just received the sad news from Mrs. 
Ann Fife that her husband of 62 years, William P Fife  
(age 90), passed away yesterday (13 Oct '08) in Bryan, 
TX. In recognition of his contributions with the 1st 
RSM in 1949-51 in Japan and Korea, plus other 
distinguished accomplishments spanning six decades, 
Col Fife was inducted into both the AIA Hall of Honor 
and the Defense Language Institute Hall of Honor in 
2006. Drafted as an infantryman in 1939, Lt Fife 
became one of America's first paratroopers in WW II 
and led 35 assault jumps in the Southwest Pacific in 

1943-44. Injured on his 35th jump, he served in Air Corps Intelligence on Gen 
McArthur's staff for the duration of the war, transferred to the USAF in 1947 
and completed a 12-month Russian language course at Army Language 
School/Monterey in 1949. Assigned to the 1st RSM, Johnson AB, Japan in 
1949, Capt Fife may have been the first Russian linguist in USAFSS. 
Soon after arriving in 1949, Capt Fife used a wire recorder and a jury-rigged 
receiver aboard a SAC RB-29 operating from Kadena AB to validate the proof 
of concept for USAFSS airborne COMINT collection. He also led 1st RSM site 
survey teams in 1949-1950, that preceded the activation of USAFSS 
detachments (and later squadrons) at Misawa, Wakkanai and Ashiya, Japan. 
Later in 1950, he served as the first USAFSS liaison officer to 5th Air Force 
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The Association has learned of the following losses from caring 
relatives/friends and/or obituaries.  We extend our prayers and sympathy to 
their loved ones. 
 
William Henry Croft, Lt Col, USAF-Ret 
Dean “Dino” Enderle, USAFSS Vet 
William P. Fife, Col., USAF-Ret - AIA/FTVA 2006 HALL OF HONOR 
Roberto A. Garcia, SMSgt, USAF/GS-Civ -Ret  
William Dubois Harris Jr., MSgt, USAF-Ret, FTVA Member 
Lavelle, A. J., USAFSS –Ret.  
Jim Hinton, USAFSS Vet 
Dennis “Red” Murray, USAFSS – Misawa  
Jess Myers, USAFSS 6910th 50s Gp Vet 
Norma J. Powell, GS-Civ-Ret, ESC 
Raymond J. “Ray” Jungwirth, USAFSS 2nd RSM Vet 
Thomas Leonard (Tom) Rief, SMSgt, USAF-Ret 
Jimmie Lee Salie, MSgt, USAF-Ret 
Donald L. Scott, USAFSS 
William Sealover, USAFSS Vet  
Kenneth Stoner, USAFSS Vet 6910th/Gruenstadt 
James Thrasher, MSgt, USAF-Ret 
LeRoy David Yarger, MSgt, USAF-Ret 
*************************************************** ************ 

MSgt William Dubois Harris Jr. (Bill)  went to be with the 
Lord and Savior on Wednesday, Oct. 8, 2008, after a long 
reoccurring heart ailment. Bill was born Aug. 30, 1940, in 
Chicago, Ill., to William DuBois and Georgina Gordon 
Harris. Bill joined the U.S. Air Force, where he served 
dutifully for 26 years. During a three-year tour in Thailand, 
he met a beautiful young woman from Bangkok, named 
Pensri Suthimasmongkol. They married on Aug. 24, 1967, 
and loved and cared for each other for over 41 years. 
Throughout his long illness, Bill fought bravely until his 

passing, surprising even family members as well as the doctors attending him. // 
Obit - USAFSS Roll Call Site// Rass.//William "Bill" D. Harris, Jr., MSgt 
(USAF, Ret) passed away on Oct 8th.  Bill was an X-1 who served at various 
USAFSS units during his 26-year Air Force career. We served at Goodfellow 
together during the early 80s. Following his retirement in 1986, Bill worked at 
the Goodfellow commissary for years. He had a long history of heart problems. 
Matter of fact, back in May 1985, Bill and I were both cardiac patients in the 
same ward at Wilford Hall.   Bill was probably the most soft-spoken, gentle man 
I've ever known.  He was an active member of the FTVA Heritage chapter. He 

   FALLEN EAGLES 
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deficiencies, created the framework for the follow-on program (Imminent Threat 
Warning). and led a team rewriting the national-level document governing the 
Advisory Support Program for which he received accolades from the JCS 
Reconnaissance Operations Division and DIRNSA. While deployed as the Ops 
Superintendent of the RC-135/RIVET JOINT unit supporting the 363'd AEW in 
Saudi Arabia, his quick actions resulted in the immediate recall of a U.S. recon 
aircraft thereby avoiding a mid-air collision with a coalition F-15. As the Ops 
Superintendent at Misawa, he envisioned and was the principal designer of the 
MCOC Heritage Hall which now serves as a lasting tribute to those who "served 
in silence." His reputation reached the national level while the Senior Enlisted 
Advisor for NSA's Deputy Chief Central Security Service which resulted in his 
by-name selection as the Senior Enlisted Advisor for the Joint Task Force-
Armed Forces Inaugural Committee for the 55th Presidential Inauguration. 
Subsequently, he was handpicked by the CMSAF to be the first ever 
Superintendent, Secretary, and Chief of Staff of the AF Executive Action Group. 
The CSAF wrote, "Chief Gething's grasp of top Air Force issues and knowledge 
of senior leader priorities ensured a consistent, effective message was conveyed 
to Congress, the Department of Defense, and the American people."  
*************************************************** ************ 

 
CMSgt Thomas M. Giroir, USAF (Ret) 
By any measure, an outstanding technician, NCO, 
manager, leader, and Airman!!! 1978 Outstanding Airman 
of the Year, 6931" ESS, Iraklion A8, Crete; 1979 Signals 
Search & Development Course Honor Graduate, RAF 
Chicksands; 1979 8TZ promotion to Senior Airman; 1981 
NCO of the Year, 6949'" ESS, Offutt AF8; ESC NCO 
Leadership School Commandant's Award 1981; 
Outstanding Young Man of America, US Jaycees 1983, 

6985 ESS, Eielson AF8; 1984 NCO of the Year; ESC NCO Academy 
Commandant's A ward 1985; STEP promoted to MSgt by ESC Commander 
1986; ESC NCO Academy Instructor of the Year; and, ESC NCO Academy 
Senior NCO of the Year 1988, He is certified as airborne Morse operator on RC-
135/RIVET JOINT M,V, & W models for operations in the Caribbean, Central 
American, and Soviet mission routes; on RC-135U and COM8A T SENT 
missions; deployments on C-130EC, WC, and Special Operations configured 
platforms; participated in three Pony Express deployments to Midway Island 
flying on HC-130, WC-130, & P-3 aircraft; certified on RC-135W and Cobra 
8a1llRC135S platforms with multiple deployments to Shemya AS in the 
Aleutians, As an instructor in all disciplines at the ESC NCO PME Center, 
students eagerly anticipated his dynamite presentations; and, while Director of 
Education, his managerial and leadership skills resulted in a cohesive, highly 
motivated staff, solid curriculum standards, and a comfortable environment 
conducive to learning. As the NCOIC of Airborne Operations at the 6975 
ESS(P) in Saudi Arabia, his contributions to RC-135 operations and SIGINT 
support to the E3/A v./ ACS were instrumental to success during the surge and 
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subsequent war. As Senior Enlisted Advisor at the 692,d IG, his peerless 
leadership and persuasiveness were critical in the preservation of the SENSOR 
OLYMPICS Program. While serving as the Command Chief at Ft. Meade's 70'h 
IW, his dynamic personality and exceptional communicative skills resulted in 
record-breaking recognition for the wing's enlisted force. The total package-a 
talented technician, skilled communicator, and effective leader with a 
professional demeanor and impeccable appearance, he's the consummate 
Airman who exudes passion and a "can do" spirit.”  
*************************************************** ************* 

 
CMSgt James N. Sickich, USAF (Ret)  
A professional aviator, he recorded in excess of 6,500 
flying hours on reconnaissance platforms during 20-plus 
years on flying status. As an airborne mission supervisor 
aboard RC-135s and C-130s, he was recognized as a 
leading authority on national and theater intelligence 
support. A flexible and agile warrior, he worked directly 
with senior leadership from the Air Staff, PACAF, 
USAFE, CENTCOM, and ACC to transition airborne 
missions from traditional peacetime reconnaissance to 

direct support combat missions and pioneered significant tactics, techniques, and 
procedures to improve interoperability between U.S. and allied forces. From air 
and ground missions monitoring the Korean DMZ and AMS positions on the 
RC-135 he was one of the first linguists to fly on the E-3 AWACS. His 
participation in Operations ELDORADO CANYON, URGENT FURY, JUST 
CAUSE, DESERT SHIELD, DESERT STORM, PACAF's BEYOND DUTY 
missions, Operation SOUTHERN WATCH out of Saudi Arabia, Operations 
PROVIDE PROMISE and DENY FLIGHT led to the successful deployment of 
the C-130/SENIOR SCOUT platform to Souda Bay, Crete. He established 
himself as a skilled airborne linguist, effective mentor, brilliant planner, and 
internationally respected authority on global airborne SIGINT reconnaissance 
operations. He facilitated DoD, USAF, and command dialogue with allied 
aircrews and intelligence partners by spearheading coalition interface involving 
Australian, British, German, Italian, and Hungarian counterparts. He contributed 
to the development of the first ever USAF/French Army & Navy language 
training program exchange. He defined military leadership-demanding, 
uncompromising, and devoted to mission accomplishment. His influence was 
far-reaching ~ from a DoD plan to realign CENT AF forces in SW A to 
managing complex high demand/low intensity linguist resources for RIVET 
JOINT, U-2, and Consolidated-Remote Operations Facility Airborne in support 
of combat operations in the Balkans, Iraq, and Afghanistan. "No sky too high" - 
be it in the Pacific, Europe, the Arabian Peninsula, or the Balkans. "Mission 
successful" was his signature.  
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 (Photo Above)  These finalists were selected from a group of more than 8,000 
Airmen who completed comprehensive exams written by subject matter experts 
from each career field. Each of the finalists had the opportunity to visit the 
headquarters to meet with leadership and receive informative tours and 
briefings. 
 
"This is a huge accomplishment for all the SENSOR OLYMPICS medalists," 
said Master Sgt. Rafael Rodriguez, AF ISR Agency SENSOR OLYMPICS 
counsel. "They are the best of the best in their career fields, so we want to show 
them how their hard work plays a critical role in the Air Force ISR Agency 
mission. By meeting with AF ISR Agency leadership and attending briefings 
and tours, the Airmen get to see the big picture, which is not always seen at 
squadron level." The medalists were named gold, silver or bronze winners 
during the Annual SENSOR OLYMPICS Award Banquet held Nov. 6 at the 
Gateway Club at Lackland.  //MSgt. Rafael Rodriguez// 
*************************************************** ************* 
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FOR YOUR INFO 
 

New Law Allows Retirees and Vets to Salute Flag 
 

Last year, the National Defense Authorization Act of 2008 contained an 
amendment to allow service members, military retirees, and veterans to render a 
hand salute during the hoisting, lowering, or passing of the U.S. flag when not in 
uniform.  Last years’ amendment did not address saluting the flag during the 
playing of the national anthem, pledge of allegiance, honors (i.e. Taps), or any 
other saluting situations when out of uniform.  
 
The following Excerpt from H.R. 4986 now applies: 
Veterans and active-duty military not in uniform can now render the 
military-style hand salute during the playing of the national anthem, pledge 
of allegiance, honors (i.e. Taps), or any other saluting situations when out of 
uniform thanks to changes in federal law that took effect this month. 
 
 Section 9 of title 4, United States Code, is amended by the following: “all 
persons present in uniform should render the military salute.  Members of the 
Armed Forces and veterans who are present but not in uniform may render the 
military salute. All other persons present should face the flag and stand at 
attention with their right hand over the heart, or if applicable, remove their 
headdress with their right hand and hold it at the left shoulder, the hand being 
over the heart. Citizens of other countries present should stand at attention. All 
such conduct toward the flag in a moving column should be rendered at the 
moment the flag passes.”  
*************************************************** ************* 

 
 

 
The Air Force ISR Agency selected three finalists in each of the 23 competing 
career fields to visit Lackland AFB Nov. 4-7 to go for the gold in SENSOR 
OLYMPICS XXIX 
 
"The enthusiastic efforts and outstanding scores of all the competitors are 
evidence of the highly skilled and knowledgeable cadre of professionals we 
have in the Air Force ISR Agency," said Ken Williams, Air Force ISR Agency, 
director of staff. "Their acceptance of the challenge to compete allows us to 
recognize the 'Best of the Best' Technicians." The program, originally called 
COMFY OLYMPICS, began in 1979 by Maj. Gen. Doyle Larson, former 
Electronic Security Command commander. While the program's name has 
changed over the years to reflect mission and organizational changes, the 
selection process has remained the same. 

SENSOR OLYMPICS XXIX 
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FTVA  2008 ANNUAL REUNION: 

September 25 – 27  San Antonio, TX 
 
This year we all celebrated the 60-year anniversary of 
USAFSS/ESC/AIA/AFISR.  Further information can be found on the FTVA 
website at http://www.ftva.org    
 

FTVA and AFISRA 2008 Reunion Week Golf Tournament 
By Joe Hurst, FTVA Tournament  Chairman 

 
The annual golf tournament was held this year at the Alsatian Golf Course in 

Castroville, Texas, on September 
25th.  This year we missed some 
of our stalwarts from previous 
tournaments, but we also 
welcomed many old friends 
making their first appearance 
with us.  Just past noon, 140 
people hit the cart paths and teed 
off shortly after arriving at their 
assigned holes.  Although we had 
nearly a full field, most people 
were off the course before 5:00 
and began their BBQ meal while 
they awaited the awarding of 
prizes.  The Alsatian GC 
management team did its usual 
fine job supporting our outing, 
from several months before the 

25th until after the food was served and 
the payouts were completed.  They are 
a real pleasure to work with.  Many 
changes were made to the course during 
the last year, including the closure of 
one hole, and the addition of another 
with its almost-an-island green.   The 
changes didn’t affect the scoring much 
however.  
Big thanks to our volunteers who 
helped with check-in process, building 
the goody bags and loading them on the 
carts, driving the refreshment carts, and 
handing out the prizes. 
 

2008 ANNIVERSARY REUNIONS IN REVIEW  

“WAITING TO TEE OFF”:  Warfield, 
Markowitz, O’Neal, Anthony, Sickich, Von 

Heiland, Benner, Lauko 

“GET IT CLOSE!”  Thompson, 
Pedroza, Mullane 
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This year we paid prizes for the top nine finishers and for the last place team, in 
addition to those for the closest to the pin and longest drive.  During the BBQ 
we also gave away several hundred dollars in door prizes, and golf balls and 
hats.  One note—for the 3rd year in a row the AFISRA command section 
finished in the money, but they are slowly dropping;  from first to this year’s 
fifth place. 

              “FOUND THE SHADE”  Miller, Khoma, San Miguel, Rodriquez 
 
Finally, a special thanks to our sponsors that made the prizes, and thus the 

tournament, possible.  
Every year we receive 
a nice financial 
contribution from the 
Security Service 
Federal Credit Union, 
and they provide the 
goody bags and many 
of the things we put in 
the bags.  The 
Freedom Through 
Vigilance Association 
also provides a 
significant yearly cash 

contribution. 
 

See you next year…Remain In Touch. 
Joe Hurst 
 

 
(Note:  Top prize list provided on following page). 

 
 

TUFF PUTT:Corryn, J. Wigington, McCormick, S. Wigin gton 
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(Looking For Old Friends – Continued) 

 
 
E-Mail - william.arnold4@verizon.net 
Name – William Arnold 
Unit - Medina Base San Antonio 
Comment - A thorough delight to have this mode of communications with out 
past brothers in arms and ability to continue our associations. Hopefully this 
mode will continue for years to come. Thank you folks that have faithfully 
watched and kept this ability going. 
 
 
E-Mail - kubuck@suddenlink.net 
Name – Ray Favre 
Unit - 6940, 6985, 6922, DET 1 6927, HQ USAFSS, 6981 
Comment - I served over 20 years as a Personnel Wiener in USAFSS, having 
retired in 1978.  For those who remember me, HI and let me hear from you. 
 
 
E-Mail - airace89@hotmail.com 
Name – Charlie Moran 
Unit - 6989th RSM Misawa  
Comment - I was a 292 on Trick 2 from Sept. 1959 to Oct. 1961. These sites are 
great - they bring back old memories. Drop me a line and good luck. 
 
 
E-Mail - cfsobol@verizon.net 
Name - Cynthia Sobolewski 
Unit - AF Cryptologic Office @ NSA 
Comment - I stumbled onto this site while looking for whatever happened to 
Chief Larry Munns.  I had no idea he passed away in (I believe) 2002.  I plan on 
becoming a member soon and supporting this site.  
 
 
E-Mail - geraldpodlas@aol.com 
Name - Gerald Podlas 
Unit - USAFSS/ESC 
Comment - Retired to the good life in Florida in October 1979. A292/207X1 
ditty bopper.  Early years spent in USAFSS/ESC. Loved every minute of it and 
really enjoyed the work. Met and worked with some great people over the years. 
Would luv to hear from some old friends. Jerry Podlas 
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Please give my warm regards to all the FTVA and board members at the next 
meeting  You all have always been stalwart supporters of everything we tried to 
do for the men and women of our command   For that I thank all of you.  
As always, your Chief                   Chief C. 
*************************************************** ************* 

Well Wishes to Okey Warden 
 

E-Mail - johnwelch@aol.com 
Name - John Welch 
Unit - USAFSS/ESC 
Comment - I served with CMSgt Okey Warden Jr. at Kelly AFB, Security Hill, 
in 1968-1969.  He was the best Senior NCO I ever had.  I still remember his 
scheme using rectangular prisms.  I hope he is well. 
 
*************************************************** ************* 

Looking For Old Friends 
 

E-mail address - jbutts@epco.com 
Name – John Butts 
Comment - Served in USAFSS 9/69 thru 6/72.  Stationed at Karamursel, Turkey 
9/69 thru 3/71 and Misawa, Japan 5/71 thru 6/72.  Loved both of my 
assignments and all the people I worked with, and for, were truly great people. 
Hope to get lucky and find some old friends. 
 
E-Mail - tdech@triotel.net 
Name – Timothy Dech 
Unit - 6916th Scty Sq, Athens Greece 
Comment - Like too find buddies who were station with the 6931st, 6947th, 
6989th, 6922nd, 6960th, Det 1 6947th, 6916th I found a lot with the 6989th-
6920th-6921st. 
 
E-Mail - deedias@msn.com 
Name – Norbert "Dee" Dias 
Unit - Tuslog Det 94, Karamursel, Turkey 
Comment - Known as “Dee” in the AF, I was stationed on Clark AB with the 
6925th SS. from Oct 1963 to April 1965 then went 2T to Karamursel AS, 
Turkey.  Tuslog Det 94. I was a 292x2 and would like to connect with anyone at 
those stations at that time. 
 
E-Mail - billhill@pacifier.com 
Name - William aka Bill Hill 
Unit - 6924th Security Sqdn 
Comment - Hoping for news of Charley Flight members Jan 1965 through July 
1966.  Played tackle on fall 1965 Cobra team.  Have digital pictures of C flight 
at San Miguel Brewery and all team photo with coaches and officers.  Ask and I 
will send.  Still on CW 73s. 
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The top prizes for the annual reunion golf tournament went to: 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
*************************************************** ************* 

 
FTVA & AF ISR Agency Remeberance Ceremony 

“Honoring the Silent Warriors”  
Narrartive by Staff Sgt. Kristine Dreye, Air Force ISR Agency/PA. 

 
 The Air Force Intelligence, 
Surveillance and Reconnaissance 
Agency, along with the Freedom 
through Vigilance Association, 
held their annual Remembrance 
Ceremony Sept. 26. 
 
"This Remembrance Ceremony 
gives us an opportunity to come 
together and pay tribute to the 
Airmen who have made the 
ultimate sacrifice while protecting our country's freedom," said Col. Jon 
Kimminau, AF ISR Agency acting vice commander. "We gather today to 
celebrate their accomplishments, admire their courage and most of all to 
remember." 

 
 
(Left) To honor the fallen heroes, the 
ceremony included the AF ISR Agency 
Honor Guard conducting a 21-gun salute 
followed by "Taps" and the Alzafar 
Shrine Highlander Pipe Band playing 
"Amazing Grace." 
 

Closest to the pin #6 Bill Doolittle 
Closest to the pin #12 Grover Jackson 

Longest drive #10 Sam Thompson 
1st Place Barbosa, Cazeres, Rodriquez, Smith 
2nd Place Coultrap, Wheeler, Zepeda, Doria 
3rd Place San Miguel, Rodriquez, Miller, Khoma 
4th Place Daigle, Herring, Howell, Zielazinski 
5th Place Kimminau, Turner, Get, Bennett 
6th Place Ayala, Turney, Stalford, Winn 
7th Place Ham, Dollar, Hess, Brumm 
8th Place Tom Harris, G. Harris, Churchill, Hunter 
9th Place McL endon, Monk, Kotch, Burns 
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To honor the men and women's commitment to the intelligence mission, retired 
Col. Chris Cook, FTVA president, accompanied by Joe Hurst, FTVA Sports 
Chairman, led the audience in calling out names of people and organizations to 
be remembered from the past year. 
 
As family and friends paid their 
respects, the 149th Fighter Wing 
paid special tribute with a 
missing man formation fly over.  
 
"They are gone but not 
forgotten," said Mr. Cook. 
"Today we honor their 
contributions and the examples 
they set for us." 
 
*************************************************** ************* 
 

ANNUAL PICNIC AT STAPLETON PARK  
 
After the conclusion of the Remembrance Ceremony by the C-47 displayed in 
front of the AFISR Agency headquarters buildings, a crowd gathered in 
Stapleton Park on Security Hill for the annual picnic.  CMSgt (ret) A.J. Harrison 
led a stalwart crew of bar tenders and beer wenches to serve up a thirsty group 
of attendees.  Several concessions provided burgers, nachos, etc. 

 
 
(Left and Below) By the looks of the 
long lines at the Nacho stand, soft 
drinks and jalapeno peppers went over 
well with picnic goers. 
 

(Left) Frenchy Varret and Perry 
Bullard were elder bookends while 
visiting with a couple of new 
generation AFISR Agency troops. 
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BITS  and  BYTES 

 

Congratulating Jim Sickich 

 
From:  David Bradshaw 
FTVA Postmaster [mailto:postmaster@ftva.org] 
Unit:  RAAF 
Country:  Australia 
Comment - Passing on congratulations to my old mate Jim Sickich on his 
nomination to the FTVA Hall of Honor. Well done mate. 
From:  dB and the folk down in Oz 
 
*************************************************** ************* 

Thank You Note from Tom Giroir  
 

From:  Giroir, Thomas  
To:  Bob Sherwood, Chris Cook  
To all FTVA members and the Air Force ISR Agency,  
Thank you for such an outstanding Hall of Honor ceremony, banquet and 
associated activities. Linda and I were truly humbled and grateful for the 
recognition afforded us-without a doubt, this was the capstone to our Air Force 
life! It was great to see old friends, most especially those who were a part of my 
Air Force successes, and who helped guide and influence me over the years. 
Your friendship and mentorship were always appreciated!  
A very special thanks to Danny Prichard for his friendship and nomination; to 
Bob Sherwood and the HOH Committee for finding me representative of the 
ideals the HOH stands for; and to Chris Cook for his continuing support and 
leadership of our Association.  Without a doubt, you really know how to make 
someone feel special!             Ever Vigilant,               Tom Giroir  
 
*************************************************** ************* 

CMSgt Colquhoun Retirement 
 
From: Ted Colquhoun (Former Agency Command Chief) 
Subject: Re: Retirement 
Sent: November 4, 2008 
Gen Jackson, 
Sir, thank you very much for the e-mail and the phone message.  This day came 
way too fast for my liking, but it was time to move on after 30 years.  I look 
forward to less TDY’s and more ball games with my son and more evenings 
with Shari.  I also look forward to coming back to San Antonio in a few years 
and enjoying the life-long friendships I've been able to make in USAFSS, ESC, 
AFIC, AIA and now AFISRA. 
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“THE MUG”  
 

(As told  to the Newsletter Staff//rass//) 
In early November, FTVA helped the 
families of two Air Force Intelligence 
community veterans to “Remain In 
Touch”.  It all started with an E-mail  
to  FTVA president Chris Cook,.from 
Jerome LaCorte.  It seems that among 
other things given to his daughter by 
her grandfather was a ceramic mug 
inscribed with the USAFSS shield, the 
6950th RGM (RAF Chicksands, 
England) banner and personalized in 

the name of  “Darrell Church 54 57”    Jerone asked Chris to help in locating 
Darrell in order to return the mug.  Our FTVA webmaster, Bob Baert, 
determined that  SMSgt Darrell Church was indeed a former FTVA member 
who passed away in 1998.  In addition, we were also able to identify several 
FTVA veterans who served along-side Darrell at Chicksands in the mid 50’s.  
One of them turned out to be our own beloved CMSgt (ret) Dan D’Apolito.  
Once FTVA confirmed the mug’s owner, his widow, who lives in San Antonio, 
was contacted.  The mug arrived in the mail a few days later.  (Photo above 
shows the mug and pictures of SMSgt Church.) 
 
Chris and Dan then visited Mrs Church 
and returned the mug to her, while sharing 
each family’s name, address, and 
telephone #.  Mrs Church noted that the 
elder of their two sons was given Darrell’s 
only other mug, inscribed with Darmstadt; 
now, her second son also has a special 
mug in memory of his father. (Mrs 
Church with Dan D’Apolito (photo right).      

 
Mr Cook shared this story of returning the 
mug with AFISR Agency Sensor Olympics 
program finalists.  In talking with them 
about our heritage, he used the mug as an 
example. He later shared this story at the 
recognition banquet with Maj Gen Craig 
Koziol, AFISR Agency Commander, Col. 
Jon Kimmenau, Vice Commander, and 
CMSgt Paul Weseloh, Command Chief.  

History and Memories 
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(Left Photo) Ric and Mary Ann Taylor 
motored from Florida to attend their first 
FTVA annual picnic and World Wide Roll 
Call reunion. They're hooked now and plan 
to attend next year. 

 
(Right Photo)Troy Powell and Leon 
Heying, both from the EC-47 outfit, 
take time out for a picture with Jim 
Kaus, creator of the Roll Call 
 
 

Great friends  from the Misawa Project and Rollcall mix it up 
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(Above)   This pavilion attracted several veterans who came from far and wide. 
 
 
 
(Right) The picnic this year was 
popular for young and old alike. The 
food was plentiful and it would appear 
(right) this youngster was very happy 
with her chili dog. 
 

 
(Left) The weatherman smiled on the 
picnic with a mix of sunshine and 
fluffy white clouds this year.  Not too 
hot, this group found a nice, shady 
spot to visit. 

 
(Right) Three happy campers who 
decided to bring their tent, chairs and 
grill to spend the day. 
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Maj Gen Craig Koziol is surrounded by a few of the many AFISR Agency 
Headquarters personnel celebrating his nomination for promotion to 
Lieutenant General.  General Koziol has been visible and strong in his 
support for the FTVA for many years.  Congratulations Good Sir!! 
 
*************************************************** ************ 

CSAF visits AF ISR Agency Booth 
 
 
USAF Chief of 
Staff, Gen Norton 
Schwartz, stopped 
to visit with AF 
ISR Agency folks 
manning a booth 
at the AFA 
convention the 
week of Sep 22.  
Maj Niswander 
(NASIC), Lt. 
Scott (Deputy PA) 
and SSgt Van Iterson (HQ Ambassador) were able to have their picture taken 
with the General while he visited the AF ISR Agency booth. 

MEMBER SPOT LIGHT 



Remain In Touch December 2008 

34 

 
6913th Reunion held in Sacramento, CA 

Photos Posted By: Ralph McDonald 
Date Taken: 9/20/08 

 
 

Description: Ralph McDonald, Dwight VanDeventer, Leo Walls, Floyd Irlbeck, 
and Jim Montler at the 2008 6913th  RSM Reunion held in Sacramento, CA on 
Sep 20, 2008. 
 
*************************************************** ************ 

REUNITED WITH HIS RESCUERS  
 

When Danny Russell was 
stationed with the 6994th  in 
Vietnam on 22 Apr 1970, his 
mission aircraft was shot down 
over the Ae-Shau Valley.  
Though wounded, he was one of 
six survivors of the crash thanks 
to the efforts of several troops 
from the 101st Airborne Div 
responding to the front-end 
“Mayday”.  Unbelievably, 
Danny survived a second crash 
later that same day. 

 (Above) Danny flanked by two of his rescuers  
 
(//Ed Note:  There will be an expanded account of Danny’s harrowing experience in our 
next newsletter.//rass//) 
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THE FTVA/AFISRA 60 th ANNIVERSARY REUNION BANQUET  

 
On Saturday evening, over 300 
FTVA members along with the 
AFISR Agency and their guests 
gathered at the Lackland Gateway 
Club for the annual reunion banquet.  
After the National Anthem, sung by 
Ms Bridget Grace, FTVA Vice 
President Susan Douglas led us in the 
Pledge of Allegiance (Left photo).  
Foremost among the distinguished 

attendees was our guest speaker for the evening, Undersecretary of Defense for 
Intelligence, and long time FTVA member, the Honorable James Clapper;  in 
addition, Acting Vice Commander AFSIR Agency Col Jon Kimminau and his 
wife Trish; Air Force Deputy A2, Maj Gen Paul Dettmer;  Executive Director 
AFISR Agency Mr Don Get, and many others.  Also joining us in the audience 
from the AFISR Agency were Command Chief CMSgt Paul Weseloh and 
Director of Staff Ken Williams.  We were especially pleased to see Mrs Doyle 
Larson and her daughter Nancy in the audience.  Each one of the 2008 Hall of 
Honor inductees was then introduced.  After a moment of silence for those 
serving our nation in harms way and especially those who have made the 
ultimate sacrifice, Chaplain Maj Mark 
Crumpton gave the invocation and a 
tasty dinner was then served while 
TSgt Venture Carter played dinner 
music on the piano.  Before the dinner 
break, the Honorable Clapper, Col 
Kimminau , President Cook and AFISR 
Agency Ambassador SSgt Van Iterson 
performed the honorary cutting of the 
anniversary cake (Above right)  

(Left photo) After dinner, FTVA 
President Chris Cook gave the 
traditional anniversary toast and 
introduced our guest speaker.  Lt 
Gen Clapper gave a very insightful 
and informative review of 
significant activities which 
highlighted his years in the 
intelligence business. The evening’s 
festivities concluded with attendees 

Pres. Chris Cook and Hon. James Clapper     remaining for camaraderie and talk.  
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BANQUET PHOTO VIGNETTES  
 
 

              Ken and Sheila Williams                    Col Kimminau adjusts Gething’s Tie 
*************************************************** ******************* 

Hilda Rodgers met new friends at her table      Dinner Music by TSgt Venture Carter 
*************************************************** ***************** 

Nancy and Lowell Cornelius lookin’ good     The M.C. sure enjoyed the guest speaker 
*************************************************** ************ 

 
Q.  What Do You Get When You Cross a Snowman With a Vampire? 

 
A.  Frostbite. 
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4  Major General Paul Dettmer was our Guest of Honor.  Besides tremendously 
enjoying himself, he relived some of his younger Captain days in Panama as he 
reminisced and recounted several MK situations which truly put him to the test.  
To quote the General, "Looking back, those were some of the highlights and 
best times of my military career".  All in all, a great time had by all.”  More To 
Follow.        //Espy 
                                 ****************** ********                                           
From: "Lee Anthony" 
To: "The Association of Spanish Flyers"  
 

All,  I'll be glad to elaborate on the 
forgoing.  Jose's selection for the 
Gracias Award was cemented 
immediately following last year's 
reunion in Omaha.  This year, 
several Beaners expressed concern 
that we've failed to recognize the 
two people who doggedly have 
held this crew/reunion together for 
over 10 years now.  A couple 
thought both Jorge and Espy had 
been recognized, but after review, it  

Jorge David Colon, Segundo "Espy" Espinoza,  was not so. 
Jose Ramos & Dan "La Mosca" Rivera Lugo    Unanimously, we felt it was more 
appropriate to recognize them in front of the home crowd here in San Antonio.  
The words I gave at the luncheon come nowhere close to covering what these 
two guys have done for almost 5 decades now.  Jorge Colon is 71 years old and 
still spends more than half the year supporting operations in Colombia.  Espy is 
deeply entrenched in the mission at NSA Texas through his company.  Both are 
incredible individuals who still enjoy seeing and hearing about current success 
stories (i.e.,Marcello, Pep, and others) about as much as they enjoyed flying 
(well, that's probably not true).  They remain the foundation of the MK legacy.  
As Jim Sickich, 2008 Hall of Honor inductee, said Thursday night, "Those guys 
are (expletive deleted) great!  They never got their due."            //Lee Anthony 
 
 
 
       FELIZ NAVIDAD! 
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To wrap up the reunion festivities, we were 
extremely privileged to have Maj General Paul 
Dettmer, USAF/A2, as our guest speaker. (Photo) 
General Dettmer was the first commander of 
Detachment 1, 6994th ESS, Howard AFB, Panama.  
He related numerous stories from those days, all of 
which were entertaining and left various attendees 
with sheepish looks on their faces (Mosca, Ish, and 
Andy).  Of note, it was too bad Brig Gen-ret Regis 
F.A. Urschler, former ESC/CV, wasn’t present to 
defend himself.   
Incredibly, at the end of the reunion, there were no 
reflections of MK-associated activity on the San Antonio Police Department 
blotter throughout the weekend.  DHS did delay several outbound attendees 
during routine scans at the airport. 
The Association of Spanish Flyers wholeheartedly thanks all of those in 
attendance and we look forward top our BR 2009 next year 
 
                                 ****************** ********                                           
 
From: Segundo Espy Espinoza 
To: "The Association of Spanish Flyers" 
 
Hermanos / Hermanas Del Frijol - just want to pass on preliminary highlights 
from Beaner Reunion 2008. 
 
1.  It was a fantastic success by any measure.  Attendance was at an all-time 
high level, bunch of new faces participated, all in all a great gathering of young 
and old (some very old) Beaners and Beaner associates. 
 
2. The "Young Gun" award was bestowed to Marcello De Velazquez and 
presented to him by Chief Pep Figueroa.  Well deserved 
 
3.  The "Gracias Award" was 
bestowed to an MK legend and 
personal hero, Jose Ramos (Photo 
right).   The "Gracias Award" was 
actually somewhat of a tri-fecta.  
Apparently some behind the scenes 
action took place and David Jorge 
Colon and yours truly ended up with 
"Gracias Awards" as well.  I will let 
Lee Anthony elaborate on these two as 
they came as a great surprise to Jorge 
and I. 
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USAFSS/ESC 6989th, 6921st, 6920th  MISAWA REUNION SOCIAL  
 

On Wednesday evening, Sep 24th, Maya 
and Walt Ritter hosted their annual 
social for veterans of USAFSS/ESC 
6989th, 6921st, 6920th  Misawa, Japan.  
For the past 11 Years in San Antonio, on the 
Wednesday of FTVA week, Walt & Maya 
Ritter have hosted a social for Misawa Vets 
with good food and spirits.  This year the 
Misawa Project presented Maya and Walt 
with a certificate of appreciation (photo  

    Bill Doolittle photo 

 
As Helen Henderson, Misawa Project Founder, noted, “Charlie Ballew gets 
credit for suggesting we recognize the good times the Ritter’s have brought to 
the Misawa family with their annual socials.  When the idea was presented to 
the Board, it met with unanimous approval.  Wayne Babb was asked if he would 
be willing to do the art work and was most receptive to the idea.  He worked 
from pictures of Walt and Maya that had been posted on the site. The certificate 
made the rounds for signatures and was entrusted to Bill Doolittle for 
presentation at the 2008 social.” 

[L]  M Herring, D Goudry D Daigle [R]  Doolittle Russell, Doolittle, Wetterman, Stevens 
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1977 Dawgs Fishbowl Crew 
Posted By: Paul Johnson (Misawa 62-64 T1, 74-77 T4, 81-85 T1) 

Description: At the Misawa 
Alumni get-together at Kings 
there just happened to be a 
group of us Dawg Flight 202's 
from the 1977 era: Paul Johnson 
-Flt Reporter, Dick Debosh -
S&W Supe, (Rass), Bill Lorber  
Block 12 Analyst and Cris Cook 
Flight Commander. Rass wasn't 
in the Fishbowl or on Dawg in 
77 but we brought him a beer, 
so naturally, he stayed! 
 
*************************************************** ************ 
 

 
 
(Left)  J.J. Johnson, Ron Moyer and 
Mark Crooks hopped from table to table 
in an effort to keep up with the many 
familiar faces at Walt’s place. 
 
 

 
 
(Right Photo)  Mr & Mrs Leo Wells, 
Mel Daniel and Chris Cook shared 
some laughs about their time at 
Misawa.   

 
 
(Left photo)  Walt Ritter, Dan Rivera, 
and Okie Warden found a quiet corner 
of the room where they could hear 
better, but then they all started talking 
at the same time!   
 
 

 
And A Good Time Was Had By All!! 
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ASSOCIATION OF SPANISH FLYERS REUNION 2008 
 
The Association of Spanish Flyers (AKA Beaners) held its’ annual reunion 25-
27 September, in San Antonio, TX in conjunction with the Freedom Through 
Vigilance Association festivities.  Three days of activities were attended by over 
70 former and active “MKs” (Spanish Linguists) and MK associates, and 
resulted in the exchange of old stories, barbs, and some marginal truths.  A 
highlight of this year’s reunion was the emphasis on the people who so ably 
performed the missions from Howard AFB, Republic of Panama from 1981-
1999.  We were honored to have several previous unit commanders and 
operations officers from Offutt, Key West, Tampa, and Panama attending the 
various functions, as well as several Dogger, MIMI, and MA brethren. 
The weekend opened with our usual “Besos y Abrazos” icebreaker on Thursday 
night.  Many introductions and re-acquaintances were made and this gathering 
set the tone for the rest of the weekend, as the last bottle of tequila ran out 
around 2:30 a.m.  Following the FTVA/AF ISR Agency Remembrance 
Ceremony and picnic on Friday, forces once again mustered at Mad Dog’s Pub 
on the River Walk, on Friday evening to commemorate their Panama 
connections and experiences.  Over 60 people attended and the Pub’s staff did 
an excellent job of satisfying all beverage requests, including the round of 
Oreapolis Waterfalls (thanks, Scotty).  After the MAs dozed off and the elderly 
were put to bed, many of the younger attendees finished the night at Eddie 

Arroyo’s house (until 4:30 a.m.). 
The annual banquet was held 
Saturday at Jalisco’s Tequila Taqueria 
following the FTVA Hall of Honor 
Induction ceremony.  As is tradition, 
time was set aside to honor and 
recognize our “Fallen Eagles”.  
Immediately following lunch, we held 
our annual awards ceremony.  This 
year was one of the best ever. 
 

TSgt Marcello de Velasquez was honored with the “Young Gun Award” 
(see photo above), presented by CMSgt Joe “Pepito” Figueroa to the active duty 
operator who epitomizes the best of our MK traditions.  TSgt Velasquez is a 
lead trainer and evaluator from the 97th Intelligence Squadron who has spent 
over 200 days of the past year deployed to USSOUTHCOM flying both RIVET 
JOINT and SENIOR SCOUT platforms. 
A trio of Beaner legends was given the annual “Gracias Award”.  Traditionally, 
the Gracias Award is presented to a former Spanish Linguist or Spanish Linguist 
Associate who has contributed immeasurably to the mission through the years.  
Breaking with tradition, SMSgt-ret Jose Ramos, MSgt-ret Segundo Espinoza, 
and MSgt-ret Jorge David Colon received long-overdue recognition for their 
dedication and immense contributions as operators, leaders, and mentors for 
over four decades.   
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(Right) Perry Bullard photo 
submitted by his wife 
Gisela.//  “Except for one 
friend (we call “PW”). they 
are all former Gruenstadt 
Hill (Germany) folks.      L-
R :Ron Weaver, John Allen, 
Frank Valois, Frenchy 
Verret  Basil Grant, and 
Perry Bullard.  (in the back 
is P.W.)  Except for P.W. 
and John Allen I had met all 
of them while they were 
stationed in Gruenstadt.”  
 
 
6917TH  San Vito Alumni Gathering  

(Left) Retrieved this photo 
from a Gardner Gore post 
concerning a reunion of  
San Vito alumni during  the 
Joint FTVA/Worldwide 
Roll Call Reunion. 
 
(L-R) Gardner Gore, Daisy 
Henna, Mark Crooks, 
Dallas Henna, Ken 
Gendolfe at the Gateway 
Club dinner. Sept. 26, 2008 
 
 
 

*************************************************** *********** 
 

THE FRACTURED PHILOSOPHER  
 

Mahatma Gandhi, as you know, walked barefoot most of the time, 
which produced an impressive set of calluses on his feet.  He also 
ate very little, which made him rather frail, and with his odd diet, 
he suffered from bad breath.  This made him… (Oh, man, this is so 
bad, it's good) … 
 

A super-calloused fragile mystic hexed by halitosis. 
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Prob Wash Gang Holds Special 2008 Reunion at Ft Meade 
POC  Larry Tart 

August-30  – Sep 3, 2008 
Holiday Inn/BWI Airport, Baltimore, MD 

 
 
The PWG held its 2008 reunion in 
conjunction with a special rededication 
ceremony for our C-130 60528 Aerial 
Recon Memorial in National Vigilance 
Park at NSA HQ, Fort Meade, MD. The 
AF 70th Intel Wing (Fort Meade) 
conducted the rededication service on 2 
Sept 2008 - the 50th anniversary of the 
60528 shootdown by Soviet MiGs  
 

 
//Denny, Here's input on our recent PWG reunion for inclusion in your next FTVA 
Newsletter (if you have space). Larry R Tart// 
 
To most Americans, 2 September 2008, 
meant trudging back to work after a 
three-day Labor Day weekend--
business as usual.  But to the more than 
150 Prop Wash Gang members and 
spouses, a dozen family members of C-
130 60528's lost crew, several local 
patriots and an active duty squadron of 
the Air Force 70th Intelligence Wing, 
September 2nd had special meaning.  
At 0900AM, we convened in National 
Vigilance Park by National Security Agency Headquarters to pay tribute to our 
17 departed AF brothers in a special ceremony on the 50th anniversary of the 
shootdown of their C-130 60528 over Armenia.  Each attendee had his/her own 

way of honoring those seventeen 
heroes, but few if any left the 
park before shedding a few tears 
and thanking those airmen for 
giving their lives in the defense 
of freedom. 
 
Formed in late 1995 in 
conjunction with research that led 
to the creation of National 
Vigilance Park and the C-130 
60528 Memorial, the Prop Wash 
Gang membership has reached 
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almost 800 veteran and active duty AF ISRA (and heritage command) airborne 
recon men and women.  Our eldest PWGer is former Army Air Corps TSgt 
Herman Roesler, who flew as a German linguist/airborne voice intercept 
operator on 52 combat missions aboard B-17s over Nazi-occupied areas of 
Europe in 1944.  Our youngest member is active duty AF ISRA TSgt John 
Simpson III, grandson of co-pilot Capt John Simpson who perished aboard 
60528 in 1958.  An airborne cryptologic linguist, 
TSgt Simpson flies as a DSO (direct support 
operator) aboard AC-130 gun ships and other 
special ops aircraft of the AF Special Operations 
Command.  TSgt Simpson, together with his father 
(John II) and his son (John IV), attended the 
memorial service in NVP on Tuesday, 2 Sept.  
John II and John III also visited with the Prop 
Wash Gang earlier in our reunion hospitality suite (photo above). 
 
Some 75 persons (PWG members and spouses)  convened our first PWG reunion 
in MD in '97 to attend dedication ceremonies for NVP and the 60528 memorial 
on 2 Sept 1997. For many this first reunion decades after flying together in the 
1950's, 60's and 70's brought tears of joy and sadness. It was at this memorial 
dedication that family members of the ill-fated crew learned the true nature of 
their loved ones' final mission--an airborne signals intelligence recon mission. 
For 39 years, the Air Force had maintained that 60528 had been on a routine 
navigation training mission. Having lost best friends and flying brothers aboard 
60528, several PWG members shared their memories with families of the lost 
crew. Eleven years later, it was like home coming as many of the same PWGers 
and a smaller group of family members gathered at the 2008 PWG reunion for 
another day of remembrance and tribute to the lost crew. 
 
On 31 August 2008, 150 graying, but 
enthusiastic souls gathered for the PWG's 
most widely attended reunion banquet.  The 
youngest attendee at 58 years young--Tom 
Feerick (now a Philadelphia lawyer)--got the 
honor of using the famous "David B. Blazel" 
bier mug for the duration of the reunion.  
Revered by his flying comrades as the best 
of the best, retired Chief David Blazel 
passed away in 1990, and his inscribed German bier mug unceremoniously 
appeared for sale on e-Bay. The PWG promptly purchased the mug as a 
keepsake.  Now, the youngest reunion attendee has the honor of using Dave's 
mug for the duration of the reunion.  Charter PWG member Lonnie Henderson 
also presents a hand-crafted artistic wooden bowl to the oldest attendee at our 
annual PWG banquet.  Bob Finch (76) took this year's eldest attendee award.  
Guest speaker Lt Gen James R Clapper Jr, (USAF Retired) and presently Under 
Secretary of Defense for Intelligence, enthralled banquet attendees with 
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ROLL CALL VETS HOST 60TH ANNIVERSARY REUNION BANQUE T 
                                               (Photos by Perry Bullard) 
 

On Friday evening, Sep 26th, Jim Kaus and his band 
of 130-plus ROLLCALL merry-makers held their 
banquet at Lackland’s Gateway Club  As can be seen 
from the photos 
that follow, this 
group knew how 
to mark such an 
event with class 

and enjoy one another at the same time.  
FTVA President Chris Cook and AFISR 
Agency Director of Staff Ken Williams were 
guest speakers for the event.   
(Right) On behalf of ROLL CALL, Mr Kaus 
presented Mr Cook with a check for $1,100 
becoming FTVA’s newest Vigilant Partner.  
 

 
 
 
(Left) Aubrey "Duke" Keeter is presented an 
engraved award from Jim Kaus for being the 
most senior tenured Pioneer of the 2nd RSM.  
Duke was assigned to the 2nd RSM in March, 
1948.  
 
 
 

(Right) Brad Whipple and "Tyke" Riddick 
pose for a photo op with Jim Kaus who had 
presented the two with engraved medallions 
recognizing them as the first two operators 
to intercept the Russian space satellite signal 
from "Sputnik".  This historic event 
occurred at Darmstadt, Germany in 1957.  

 
 
 
 (Left) Gisela Bullard was singled out for 
the dedicated support of ‘her” pioneer 
husband Perry, and by being “one of the 
guys”.  Ken Williams also presented her 
with an honorary ROLLCALL  certificate.  
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On the revious page is a photo of the 6994th Security Squadron members in 
attendance at the EC-47 Association reunion held in San Antonio, TX from 25-
27 September 2008. The EC-47 Association consists of crewmen from the 
6994th Security Squadron and all it's detachments and crews from the 360th, 
361st, and 362nd Tactical Electronic Warfare Squadrons. The reunion was held 
at the San Antonio Airport Doubletree Hotel with over 50 crewmembers 
attending the reunion.  The next reunion of the EC-47 Association will be held 
in Ft. Walton Beach, FL in May 2010 
. 
//Rass.  The following photo is from the EC-47 Association Reunion held at the 
San Antonio Airport Doubletree Hotel from 25-28 September. The photo shows 
five of the 12 guys who left the 6917th in July 1966 for the newly established 
6994th Security Squadron in the Republic of Vietnam. While the 12 were 
dispersed throughout the 94th and its three detachments, these five remained 
together at Det 1 at Nha Trang. //Thanks Ed Bendinelli// 
 

Shown in the photo: From L-R, are Bob Hull (He followed us to Nha Trang from 
San Vito a year later), CharlesPhippin, Pat McCafferty, Dave Shigley, Ed Bendinelli 
and Mitch Cooper.  (Two others of the original Nha Trang unit, Tom Echols and 
Tom Sheridan (not shown),were also in attendance at the reunion.)  
 
*************************************************** ************ 
 

Q.  What Do You Call One of Santa's Helpers? 
 

A.   A Subordinate Clause. 
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recollections of his many years in USAFSS and ESC, including the year that he 
commanded Det 3, 6994th SS, NKP, Thailand.  Gen Clapper logged 73 combat 
missions as USAFSS crew aboard EC-47s during that tour.  Second in 
significance only to the memorial services on 2 September, Gen Clapper's 

speech was a resounding favorite with the 
gang--many of whom had served .   with 
the general during his 33-year active duty 
career.  Thank you, Gen Clapper for your 
service and for sharing some memories 
with us at our reunion. Paying their respects 
to 60528's lost crew on 2 September, our 
PWG family bid farewell to each other 
 for another year--many already in the 
countdown mode to PWG Reunion 2009 at  

Hon J. Clapper w/ Mr/Mrs Larry Tart  a TBD venue. I thank each of you for your 
service.  
                  Larry Tart 
*************************************************** ************ 
All, 

Well, the fat lady has sung and the 
2008 Reunion of the Prop Wash Gang 
rapidly approaches conclusion.  Without any 
official reason to do so, I wish to comment 
on this year's unique reunion.  First, we had 
somewhere around 100 folks here (the 
number may be quite a bit higher).  Among 
those were many I knew beforehand and 
many that I met this week for the first time.  
I can say without any equivocation that I felt 
quite humbled to be in the midst the many heroes present for this special 
reunion.  I also felt quite humbled that there were many who were unable to be 

here who are right up there along side those 
heroes.  

Ordinarily I prefer not to name names 
... but ... sometimes there are exceptions.  I 
hope not to offend anyone or by omission 
cause anyone to feel slighted but there were 
some real standouts at this reunion, either 
through physical or spiritual presence.  
Foremost, of course, is Larry Tart.  Without 

Larry PWG would not exist!  Then there is Colonel Bob Cope.  I've said this to 
his face and I'll say it here ... Bob has the most unenviable job of being both the 
bearer of good as well as bad news.  He was the one to inform us of the passing 
of many of our heroes (Doyle Larson, John Chipman, Ms. Betty McMakin, and 
many others).  He is also the one to bring us current news of events that impact 
us all.  Then there are two of our greatest poets, Lonnie 'Chiefus' Henderson and 
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Bill Mahan.  There was also the one-termer who 
has really made a difference to us all -- Airlee 
Owens (Photo left). And then there were all the 
other many PWGers who have in one way or 
another had an impact on my life in terms of 
teaching me, tolerating me, abiding in my 
whims, and 
in being 

friends from both long ago and just 
yesterday.  Folks such as Jon Gwinn, Greg 
Mahoney, Rosiebud Rosenstrom, Jack 
Reidel, Rote Hensley, Bob Hull, Butch 
Moore, Joe Bissett, Skip DeRousse, Dave 
Bristol, Dickie Hahn, Ron Hentz, John 
Novak, Blazer Stein, Bill Wetterer, and so 
many others.        //Portion redacted// 

(Above) Bob Donan & Jack Reidel       
As we conclude this Reunion I look forward to our next, wherever it may be in 
hopes that we'll see each and every one of you there.  With warmest regards and 
joy for having shared this weekend with my PWG brothers and sisters. 
 
Bob Cotti 
*************************************************** ************ 
From: Lonnie Henderson  
To: newsletter@ftva.org 
On September 2nd, 2008, the Prop Wash 
Gang and others met to  honor seventeen 
crewmembers who gave their all on that 
date 50 years ago.  Aircraft tail number 
60528, a C-130 Hercules, was shot down 
by Soviet Mig-17 fighters over Soviet 
Armenia.  All crewmembers on board 
died.  The following was written after that 
gathering: 
How many were there for perhaps 60528's 
final post-mission briefing?  A hundred or so maybe? Some of those in 
attendance  were there on that early September day in 1958, dozens more were 
in the 6916th afterward.  We gathered from around the nation to pay homage to 
those seventeen Silent Warriors who gave their all for our country.           
//Portion redacted// 
The tribute and honor was demonstrated by a greying group of former fliers who 
had gathered to honor their own.  That tribute and honor was shown in the 
hospitality room and on Sunday evening when we recognized not only those 
Eagles but the other Eagles who have gone on before us. 
Rita Kamp was five years old when her brother Harold died.  She and her twin 
sister Ruth were the youngest of Harold's twelve siblings.  Rita told me she 
never knew her brother and was there hoping to find out a little bit about him.  I 
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told her to look around the hospitality room and she will see her brother.  She 
will see him in Lincoln J. and John 
Hamm, two who were there when the 
shootdown happened, she will see a bit of 
him in others who came later, Joe Bissett, 
Jack Reidel, and Bob Cope.      Darr King 
along with Jim Booth, Tom Emdy,  Ed 
Kohler......the list goes on.      I trust she 
went away with a greater knowledge of 
her brother and a deeper appreciation for 
the service he provided to our country.  I 
know that she did.                                                 Darr King (photo above 
 
*************************************************** ************  

 
2008 Reunion of the EC-47 Association 

Point of contact: J.C. Wheeler  -  See the 47 History Site at: 
 http://www.ec47.com/r-2008.htm 

 
By Rick Yeh, FTVA Lifetime Member 

 

 
Prone: Skeeter Dickerson. Front: Bob Hull, Al Budington, Butch Maybury, Trip 
Lapham, Barry Moore, Mike Hunt, Troy Powell, Rick Y eh. Seated: Paul Clever, 
Mitch Cooper, Ed Bendinelli, George Brune, Robert Spitzler, Leon Heyling. 
Standing:  Ed DeCamp, Doug Campbell, Pat McDonald, GG Gore, Dave Shipley, 
Richard Hoar, Rick Valdez, Skip Johnson, Joe Hogg, Bill Francis Back Row: Joe 
Martin, Jim Trozzo, Rich LeBlanc, Ralph Brown, Steve Meyer, Ron McKee, Ron 
Moring, Karl Hammerle, Rich Krejsa.  
 
 


