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March 2009 
Dear FTVA Members, 
Your association's board of directors continues 
its efforts to strengthen support to AF ISR 
Agency people recognition programs and promote activities which highlight the 
organization's rich heritage of military service.  I'm pleased to report that both 
individual membership (Ken O’Neal) and Vigilant Partner (Jim McLendon) 
program participation are in solid shape, and as a result, the association's 
financial condition is strong.  However, operating expenses continue to rise -- 
our contribution to the AF ISR Agency last year topped $18K, and will no doubt 
increase in years to come.  As a result, the Board of Directors approved a small 
increase to annual dues and lifetime memberships, effective 15 April 2009.  It 
was a tough decision, but we are convinced this small increase is critical if we 
are to successfully execute our core mission – supporting the men and women of 
the AF ISR Agency and sustaining our intelligence heritage.  We appreciate your 
understanding and support. 
In February we witnessed the Change of Command at the AF ISR Agency where 
Lt Gen Craig Koziol relinquished command to MGen Bradley A. Heithold.  We 
will miss General and Mrs. Koziol and certainly appreciate their tremendous 
support over the last three years and renew our commitment of support to MGen 
Heithold as he takes charge.  
In March, our association lent its support to the AF ISR Agency Annual Awards 
Week activities.  This event recognizes outstanding people from the ranks of AF 
ISR Agency’s officers, enlisted, and civilians.  They participate in a series of 
briefings and panels that provide the "big picture" on Air Force Intelligence, 
Surveillance, and Reconnaissance activities.  We joined them at a dinner 
recognizing these top performers. 
We are in the early stages of planning this year's reunion, which will be held 24-
26 September.  This year we will once again, be playing golf at the Alsatian 
Country Club in Castroville, a few miles west of San Antonio.  Joe Hurst will be 
coordinating the golf tournament again this year.  Full details on the reunion are 
posted on the website and will be in the mail to you as part of the next 
newsletter. 
In this newsletter, you'll find an article soliciting Hall of Honor 
recommendations. The pullout form used for submitting nominees is in the 
center of the newsletter. I encourage each of you to consider the professionals 
you served with, and their contributions to the command mission, and nominate 
one or more of them whose performance meets the standards established for Hall 
of Honor membership.   
One of the more enjoyable features in our association newsletters are the "war 
stories" and other remembrances our members have of significant events in our 

The President’s Corner 
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command's history.  Our editor, Dennis Rassmussen is always on the lookout for 
items like this, and he’s delighted to put your submissions into print.  I'm sure 
virtually every one of us has a favorite recollection that others would enjoy 
reading, so please send in your "cards, letters, and photos.” 
For our many members in Central and South Texas, the FTVA Spring Social 
will take place on 4 April at the Kelly USA Club.  The social will be from 1700-
2000 with a $5 charge for food and a pay as you go bar.  We’ve asked the new 
AF ISR Agency Commander, MGen Bradley Heithold to be our guest speaker.  
We look forward to welcoming him and his family to San Antonio and Security 
Hill.  It should be informative and entertaining.  In addition, we will once again 
host (and recognize) several AF ISR Agency Returning Heroes.  We hope to see 
all of you there. 

         Until then…remain in touch 
        Chris Cook 

 
************************************************************** 

 
 
 

 
Dear Members,        

This newsletter belongs to you and it only thrives on your involvement.  
Thanks for your positive responses to December’s 60th Anniversary Reunion 
Issue and to those members who continue to provide valuable feedback and 
input to our quarterly publication through their unit website exchanges.  Dap is 
still on the mend and is very much on the job helping significantly with this 
newsletter each quarter.  There are several informative articles concerning 
FTVA activities in this issue.  Wishing y’all a Happy Easter! 
     Sincerely,   

    “Rass” Rassmussen 

 

 
 
 
    
Information in the form of letters, notes, fax, e-mail, or by phone is accepted 

as true and factual.  In order to include as much information as possible, some 

of it may be edited for brevity or may be delayed for later publication.  

Publishing of any article or notice in this Newsletter does not assure accuracy 

or endorsement by the Association or Agency. 
**************************************************************** 

 
FRACTURED PROVERB 

 

If at first you don't succeed…. skydiving is probably not for you. 
 

FROM THE EDITOR’S DESK 

EDITOR’S DISCLAIMER 
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“OPERATION STOLEN VALOR” 
Crackdown On Fake Veterans 

(Phony Vets Scam $1.4 Million and Damage Image of Honorable Veterans) 
 

 “Operation Stolen Valor” is an ongoing effort to investigate and prosecute those 
who lie about their military service for financial gain or other reasons.  “Those 
who falsely claim medals for heroism, cheapen the recognition of our true war 
heroes.  The ‘phony war hero phenomenon’ plagues the American landscape and 
tarnishes the service of thousands of veterans who have served honorably. It 
strangles VA resources from providing critical care and benefits to deserving 
veterans returning from war,” said Douglas J. Carver, Special Agent in Charge 
of the VA Office of Inspector General, Western Field Office two years ago. “It 
all boils downs to this: these phonies submit claims to the VA for compensation 
and medical benefits they are not entitled to, and it takes away valuable 
resources from those who are entitled.”  
 
For example, in a dozen cases under investigation in the northwest during 2007, 
the fraud totaled more than $1.4 million.  Eight of those cases were publicly filed 
and adjudicated.  For details on the identification and specific charges these 
imposters were convicted under, you can go to: 

http://www.usdoj.gov/usao/waw/press/2007/sep/operationstolenvalor.html 
 
These cases were filed in the Western District of Washington and have already 
been prosecuted by Assistant United States Attorney Ronald J. Friedman.  For 
information on the status of current Stolen Valor efforts you can contact the 
Public Affairs Officer for the United States Attorney’s Office, at (206) 553-
4110.  
 
Stolen Valor reports are all investigated by the Veterans Affairs Office of 
Inspector General VA-OIG.  The VA Office of the Inspector General operates a 
HOTLINE for the public to confidentially and safely report crimes like “Stolen 
Valor” involving VA or its programs.  Call 800-488-8244, or fax to 202-565-
7936, or e-mail to vaoighotline@va.gov, or write to VA OIG HOTLINE, PO 
Box 50410, Washington, DC 20091-0410 
 
**************************************************************** 
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“36 Years Ago” 
 

5 February 1973  *  Nakhon Phanom EC-47 (Baron 52) downed over Laos  
 

In the days following the signing of the Paris Peace Agreement, the United 
States still monitored North Vietnamese communications to determine whether 
or not the peace would hold.  To that end, US forces continued to fly combat 
missions utilizing all 
aircraft at their 
disposal.  The crew of 
an EC47Q, call sign 
"Baron 52", departed 
Ubon Airfield, 
Thailand on a night 
intelligence gathering 
mission to monitor 
any enemy traffic 
flowing down the Ho 
Chi Minh Trail. 
//(Foregoing provided 
by John Baker on Roll 
Call Website)// 
        (Baron52 Headstone Photo by Dave Birch - RollCall site) 
Much has been reported on, and speculated about, the cause of the "loss 
incident" and the ultimate disposition of the crew.  Suffice it to say at this 
writing, the crew has not returned, albeit, one (Lt. Bernhardt), whose partial 
remains were buried by his family in 1973.  In 1997, a casket containing bone 
fragments, a tooth, etc. purportedly representing the remaining seven 
crewmembers were interred at Arlington with some family members present. 
 // Tom Crowley// 

 
BARON 52 CREW LIST 

Capt. George R. Spitz – 361st TEWS 
1Lt. Severo J. Primm III – 361st TEWS 
1Lt. Robert E. Bernhardt – 361st TEWS 
Capt. Arthur R. Bollinger – 361st TEWS 

-------------------- 
SSgt Todd M. Melton –  Det 3, 6994th SS 
Sgt Peter R. Cressman –  Det 3, 6994th SS 
Sgt Joseph A. Matejov – Det 3, 6994th SS 
Sgt Dale Brandenburg – Det 3, 6994th SS 

 
//To Dave Birch,  Thanks for posting.  Joseph Matejov and I went to the same 
grammar school in our little zip code, 11377.  USAFSS lost 28 men in Viet 
Nam.  The old compound in Misawa is now the “The Joseph Matejov 
Community Center”. //Tom Ryan// 
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From The Membership Corner 
 

FTVA Dues Increase 
It is membership renewal time again.  Membership dues have remained the same 
since FTVA started over 26 years ago.  The overall cost of doing business has 
caught up with us and we must now increase membership rates effective 15 
March 2009.    In October I sent out renewal notices to members who had not 
paid their 2009 annual dues.  Do you owe?  The easiest way to tell is to check 
the mailing label on this newsletter.  If your name is followed by a “2008”, you 
have not paid this year’s dues.  If your name is followed by a “2008” and you 
recently mailed your dues they probably crossed paths in the mail.  It can take up 
to three weeks for mail to funnel down to me.   
 

   The new rates are as follows: 

Yearly    Old  $15.00    New  $20.00 

             Life Membership Rates 

Age Old    Amount     New 

76 +  $55                      $75 

71-75 $75                      $95 

66-70 $95                      $115 

61-65 $140                    $160 

56-60 $150                    $170 

51-55 $165                    $185 

46-50 $180                    $200 

41-45 $200                    $220 

36-40 $215                    $235 

31-35 $230                    $250 

30 
and 
Under 

$245                    $265 

 
Beat the increase and mail your dues now.  Unfortunately, if your 2009 dues are 
not paid by the end of May, this will be the last newsletter we can mail you.  
Renewals postmarked before March 15, 2009 will be at the old pre-increase 
level:  Simply use the form on the inside back cover of this newsletter. 

Bob Baert, 
Membership Support 
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FTVA Membership - Categories Explained 
 

From: brian.hendrix@comcast.net 
To: ftvamembership@ftva.org 
Subject: Membership 
Are there any membership options for children of USAFSS personnel?  My 
father, MSgt Bethel S. Hendrix, was in the USAFSS for over 10 years (Onna 
Point - Okinawa, Goodfellow AFB, TX - Darmstadt, Germany - Iraklion AS, 
Crete) before he retired around 1978.  He passed away in 1995. 
I am a USAF veteran as well, but not from the USAFSS.  I have been 
researching information on my father and what he did in the USAFSS for a 
couple of years now without much success. 
Brian Hendrix 
-----------------------------//Response// 
Brian, 
I will forward the below information on your father’s career and death to the 
person that maintains our Fallen Eagles list.  I will also pass the below 
information to our Newsletter Editor so this information gets to the entire FTVA 
membership.   
Also, YES you can become an Associate Member of the FTVA.  If you desire to 
become a member, please print out the application at 
http://www.ftva.org/application.pdf and mail it with the $15.00 annual dues 
(FYI, the dues are going up to $20.00 per year on 15 March). 
 

Following applies to FTVA membership categories: 
A. Regular Membership: 
Former military and civilian personnel of the United States Air Force Security 
Service (USAFSS), the United States Air Force Electronic Security Command 
(ESC) and the United States Air Force Intelligence Command (AFIC), United 
States Air Force Intelligence Agency (AIA), and past or present military and 
civilian personnel of the Air Force Intelligence, Surveillance and 
Reconnaissance Agency (AF ISR Agency).  
 
B. Associate Membership: 
(1)  Surviving spouse of deceased individual who qualifies as a regular member.  
(2) Vigilant Partner organizations who actively support AF ISR Agency 
recognition programs.  
(3) DOD personnel (as individually approved by the Board of Directors) who, 
because of their close association to USAFSS, ESC, AFIC, AIA, or AF ISR 
Agency, perpetuate the objectives of the Association. 
 
If you have any questions, don’t hesitate to e-mail me. 
 
               Bob Baert 

          membersupport@ftva.org// 
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“40 Years Ago” 

 
5 February 1969  *  Pleiku-based EC-47 (CAP72) downed over Laos 

 
 
Gravestone (left) at Jefferson 
Barracks National Cemetery, 
St. Louis, Mo. for CAP72 
EC-47 crew lost 5 February 
1969. 
 
Crewmembers were initially 
listed as Missing In Action.  
The mission aircraft wreckage 
was located in May 1969 and 
remains found at the crash site 
were skeletal and commingled.  
Air Force identification 
specialists were unable to 
differentiate between any of 
the crew’s remains.   
 
These final remains were 
subsequently laid to rest in the 
Jefferson Barracks National 
Cemetery. 

 
 

 
CAP 72 CREW LIST 

LtCol Harry T. Niggle - 362nd TEWS 
Maj Homer M. Lynn, Jr - 362nd TEWS 

Maj Robert E. Olson - 362nd TEWS 
Capt Walter F. Burke - 362nd TEWS 

MSgt Wilton N. Hatton - 362nd TEWS 
-------------------- 

TSgt Louis J. Clever - Det 2, 6994th SS 
TSgt Hugh L. Sherburn - Det 2, 6994th SS 

TSgt Rodney H. Gott - Det 2, 6994th SS 
SSgt James V. Dorsey - Det 2, 6994th SS 

Sgt Clarence L. McNeill - Det 2, 6994th SS 
 

*Foregoing made available by Bill Mink, Hakata 6918th Site Webmaster  
(http://www.6918thhakata.com)  as part of  a tribute to SSgt James Dorsey 
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THE CODEBREAKERS 
by Bill Person 

 
To the Code Breakers toiling at the take 

Of foreign voice and ditty chases. 
For those who served behind the scenes 

In far off secret places. 
Their silence sworn by solemn oaths 

To strive with vigil stealth 
To fathom evil, hostile foes 

No thoughts of praise or wealth. 
This is the Syndrome of the labyrinth, 

That eats one’s pride away, 
There is no fame for anything. 

It game they play. 
It’s Freedom Through Vigilance, 

Their stated creed, you see. 
To serve our nation tried and true 

The way it ought to be. 
These are the loyal, silent few, 

And because of their noble strife, 
Their faithful trust, that has no end, 

Shall preserve our way of life. 
Their countrymen might never know 

Of deeds they’ve done not told. 
Without their part, no war is won 

The hot wars or the cold. 
 

(Bill Person, author, is a veteran of Vietnam and the Cold War.) 
*********************************************** 

This year represents the thirty-sixth and 
fortieth anniversaries of the losses of some 
of our own during the Vietnam War..  Let 
us pause and pay respects to them and 
remember their surviving family members.  
These were our silent warrior brothers and 
silent warrior heroes.  They made the 
ultimate sacrifice to pay for our freedoms. 

 
Both reconnaissance aircraft were downed over Laos, both incidents occurred on 
5 Feb and both involved USAFSS members from the 6994th Security Squadron. 

 

LEST WE FORGET 
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In accordance with Article VII of the FTVA By-Laws, President Chris Cook has 
appointed your Newsletter editor, Dennis Rassmussen, to chair the nominating 
committee for the September 2009 annual FTVA Board of Directors (BOD) 
officer elections.  The 2-year terms of Treasurer and Secretary were filled at the 
2008 annual meeting last September.  This year, we are accepting submissions 
for consideration by the nominating committee for the office of Vice President 
and President.  
Rass will head up a 5-person committee to review potential candidates for each 
office (2-year terms).  Any member in good standing may be submitted to the 
nominating committee; however, for obvious reasons, only members who can 
attend the monthly meetings in San Antonio will be seriously considered.  
Nominees should be submitted prior to 10 May 2009  Those selected as 
nominees for Vice President or President  by the committee will then be 

published in the June issue of Remain In Touch.  Forward candidate 

submissions to:   FTVA BOD Nominating Committee  
ATTN:  Dennis Rassmussen  
PO Box 691616 San Antonio , TX 78269-1616  
Or E-Mail to drassmus@sbcglobal.net  

**************************************************************** 
 
 
 
We’ve all commented on the fact that our Fallen Eagles section seems to be 
growing with each Newsletter.  Having served with an individual or spouse in 
USAFSS, ESC, AFIC or AIA, and you see “…or charity of your choice”  in an 
obituary, please think of FTVA.  You, through this organization, have 
contributed over a quarter of a million dollars to the Command that provided 
some of the “best years of your life.”  What better way to celebrate great 
friendships than with a tax deductible donation to the “USAFSS/ESC Memorial 
Fund”.  If you don’t care about tax deductibility or don’t file a Schedule A, make 
the check out to “FTVA”  and mail to:  
Col (Ret) Jim McLendon      Or use:      FTVA (Official Activities), 
223 Blackjack Oak,          P.O. Box 691616,  
San Antonio TX 78269-1616.         San Antonio TX 78230 
 
Please put the individual’s name you wish to memorialize on the “Memo” or 
“For” section of the check.  It would help if you’d also put the honoree’s 
family’s address in a note.  We’ll acknowledge your donation, and advise the 
family that you have donated to FTVA in their loved one’s name (we won’t 
mention the amount).  You can help this organization preserve the legacy of 
USAFSS and successor commands and celebrate your friendship at the same 
time—truly a win-win situation! //Bob Cope// 

Annual FTVA Officer Elections 

…or “Charity Of Your Choice” 
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The Hall of Honor Selection Committee is soliciting nominations of candidates 
for induction into the Freedom Through Vigilance Association’s Hall of Honor.  
The induction ceremony is a major element of the association’s reunion 
activities and is scheduled for Saturday morning, 26 September 2009, at 
Headquarters, Air Force Intelligence, Surveillance and Reconnaissance Agency 
(AF ISR Agency). 
 
Since the creation of USAFSS as a major air command in 1948, members of 
USAFSS/ESC/AFIC/AIA/AF ISR Agency, hereinafter referred to as the 
command, have been at war 24/7/365 as anonymous sentinels, engaged in 
combat with foreign enemies of the United States and its allies while conducting 
operations in the air as aircrew members, on the seas aboard U.S. naval ships, on 
each of the major continental land masses and, with the assistance of technology, 
from space.  In no small measure, their contributions toward the preservation of 
our freedoms, though largely unheralded, have been vital to the continuance of 
our national security and our way of life.  The command has been blessed with 
an abundance of talented members who possessed the skill sets and intellectual 
capacity, coupled with unselfish dedication and commitment, to conquer 
whatever challenges they encountered – often while confronting significant 
adversity and at great personal sacrifice.  
 
The founders of the Freedom Through Vigilance Association established the 
Hall of Honor in 1983 to honor those individuals who served the command with 
great distinction and contributed immeasurably to successful mission 
accomplishment.  To date, 151 individuals have been inducted into the Hall of 
Honor.  They include former officer, enlisted and civilian personnel whose 
contributions as technicians, supervisors, planners, managers and leaders extend 
from World War II through Desert Storm.  The Hall of Honor preserves the 
legacy of those who have gone before, highlights their deeds, and honors their 
contributions to the Nation. 
 
We have all had the privilege of serving with individuals who are viable 
candidates for induction into the Hall of Honor.  This is an opportunity to 
nominate deserving individuals in an attempt to ensure they receive the 
recognition and lasting tribute they have earned.  The Selection Committee will 
review all eligible nominations and select individuals for induction into the Hall 
of Honor using eligibility criteria and procedures pursuant to the Hall of Honor 
Charter.  A copy of the Charter is available in the newsletter and on the web 
page at http://www/ftva.org.  
 
Nominations must be received not later than 1 June 2009 and may be submitted 
either by mail or email.  Nominations submitted by mail should be addressed to 
FTVA, Attn: HOH Committee, P.O. Box 691616, San Antonio Tx 78269-1616.  

FTVA Hall of Honor Nominations 
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**************************************************************** 

Fallen Eagle ‘In Absentia’ 
From: Daniel Dapolito  
To: Kirk Carpenter ; Dennis Rassmussen  
Sent: Tuesday, February 03, 2009 12:21 PM 
Subject: Fallen Eagle - CMSgt Mike Donnelly. 

I extracted the following off USAFSS Roll Call site.  Kirk, since Chief Donnelly 
died in 1994, I won’t list him in regular Newsletter list of current Fallen Eagles.  
List him on the web.  Rass, if you want to include something in the next 
newsletter, go ahead.  //Dap// 
--------Following is from  Jack Sellman-(FTVA Member) Feb 2, 2009 who wrote: 
//For many years I have been trying to find my old Det 2 6910th boss CMSgt 
Mike Donnelly.  Bill Rooney (MSgt Ret.) has been working with me on that for 
some time now. Bill winters in Florida and put a lot of time in on it.  Mike was 
very special to me.  As an example - he actually shed tears when I refused his 
request for me to re-up.  Here is part of the note Bill sent me today:// 
 
Mike was born Aug 5th 1914 and died July 28 1994 at 82yr 7 mo 23 days. 
During my search for Mike, I went up on a Saturday and the office at the place 
he was supposed to be was closed, we went back on Monday and they searched 
through all the records they had on hand and he was not there.  I went to the VA 
and they refused to say whether of not he was a patient or even was there.  As a 
last resort I asked around and of course was told see the county records.  Drove 
to Pasco County records.  Got up to the office and the lady was very helpful and 
got me three pages:  death certificate and two pages on probate information.   
Had a nice chat with Mike’s wife Dorothy but she did not recall me because they 
were there only a short while after I arrived and he got my wife and I set up in a 
civilian apartment in Weisbaden, Germany till my quarters became available. A 
nice place with a view of the entire city from the roof top since the apartment 
was in the attic so to speak.  It was 89 steps from where I parked the car.  Lots of 
exercise.  Dorothy seems to have forgotten most of the people after Mike passed 
away.  It has been a while hasn't it???   // Ed. Note - Rest In Peace Mike // 
***************************************************************** 
Name – Don Lacey 
Subj -  falleneagles@ftva.org – Ed Kohl 
E-Mail - laceylaceydj@aol.com 
Comment – Your Fallen Eagles web listing states “more info needed”.  If he is 
the Ed Kohl I knew, he was a 203X1-1 at the 6985th from 1964 thru 1966 or so.  
He was a fun guy who knew the language well and knew the mission well.  I 
knew him as a Tech Sgt E6 who was in charge of a flight crew and a shift 
supervisor in the A&R shop.  He was a career NCO who, with his wife, felt a 
responsibility to help take care of the junior enlisted guys in the unit.  Seeing his 
name on the "Fallen Eagles" page tugs at my heart.  
Regards,  Don Lacey (FTVA Life Member) 
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MAJOR GENERAL JACK E. THOMAS USAF, Retired 
died peacefully at home on December 11, 2008, at the age of 
98. He was born in Salt Lake City, Utah, on November 30, 
1910, to Samuel Joseph and Mary Ann Thomas. General 

Thomas graduated from the University of Utah in 1931 with a B.A. in Political 
Science. Subsequently, he received an M.S. in Public Administration and a 
Ph.D. in Political Science from the University of California at Berkeley. His 
intelligence career spanned more than 60 years.  His military intelligence career 
began in 1941 with the 47th Bomb Wing. He became a Colonel in 1948, a 
Brigadier General in 1961, and Major General in 1964, shortly after his 
appointment as the Headquarters USAF Assistant Chief of Staff, Intelligence, at 
the Pentagon.  He was one of the first USAF General Officers who was not a 
pilot or a U.S. Military Academy graduate.  General Thomas was the senior 
intelligence officer for two Air Force Chiefs of Staff--General Curtis E. LeMay 
and General J.P. McConnell.  He retired in 1969, then served for nine years on 
the staff of the Director of CIA and then as a full-time consultant in the Office of 
the Secretary of Defense from 1978 to 2004. General Thomas served on the 
Board of Directors of the Association for Former Intelligence Officers (AFIO) 
and the Board of the National Military Intelligence Association (NMIA), among 
other organizations. Annually, the NMIA awards the "Major General Jack E. 
Thomas Award"; to a USAF-selected recipient for "Exceptional Intelligence 
Professionalism."  His decorations include the USAF Distinguished Service 
Medal, the National Intelligence Distinguished Service Medal presented by the 
Director of the CIA, the Legion of Merit for his World War II service in Italy, 
and several foreign medals.  In 1998, he was presented the prestigious Baker 
Award, taking his place among a long list of other notables such as Senator 
Barry Goldwater and former Secretary of Defense, Dr. James Schlesinger.  
Interrment was held March 6, 2009 at the Arlington National Cemetery. // Obit // 

*************************************************************** 
Jim Potter, who we all knew at either JSPC as the Chief of 
J32 (Chicom Air) or NSA. Jim had been diagnosed with lung 
cancer about 4-5 months ago and it was suspected of having 
spread to his liver and kidneys. He had been undergoing 

Chemo and Radiation treatments but about 10 days ago he developed pneumonia 
and was hospitalized. I guess his system was too weak to put up much of a battle 
and he passed away. Am pasting a note I received from his wife, Jean, whose 
address is: 11835 Vineyard Path, New Market, MD 21774. “Dear loved ones, 

Thank you so much for your prayers.  Jim really put up a good fight, but last 

night he went to be with God.  He was not afraid to die, however, as he's 

always believed in an afterlife.  We all felt the angels in his ICU unit.  His 

kidneys failed and the cancer had really spread and the doctors said there was 

no hope . Contributions requested to the cancer society or to your favorite 

charity.  Thanks for your support and prayers.  Love, Jean” //Dave Naab // 

HONORARY FALLEN EAGLES 
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Email nominations should be addressed to myself at fly99rls@sbcglobal.net or 
to Bob Cope at rcope6@earthlink.net.  Please limit your nomination to one page, 
front and back, using the HOH Nomination Form available in this newsletter or 
on the website. 

Thank you and remain in touch. 
Bob Sherwood, Chairman 
Hall of Honor Program 

 
**************************************************************** 
 
 
 

Heritage Chapter Holds Annual Christmas Party 
 

Chapter officers President J.J 
Graham & First Secretary Larry 
Ross assisted by Vice President Ed 
Bendinelli (photo left) hosted the 
Heritage Chapter's annual Christmas 
get-together this year.  We met at 
San Angelo’s well-known Cafe 
Italia and had a great showing - 22 
stalwart members showed up and 
enjoyed an excellent Italian dinner 

along with some great 
camaraderie.  It was really 
good to see some members 
again, like Mr. and Mrs. J.T. 
Allen, whom we hadn't seen 
in quite a while. 

        (above foreground:  The Allen’s and the Ross’s) 
 

Cindy Willey passed out hand-knitted pot holders, 
which has become an annual tradition at our 
Christmas gatherings.  Wayne Bascom held an 
impromptu drawing for a ladies gift from his 
wife's jewelry business.  I believe it's safe to say 
the Heritage Chapter enjoyed a wonderful 
Christmas outing!            (Submitted by J.J. Graham) 

 

FTVACHAPTER NEWS 
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March 19- 22, 2009, 6911 ESS Metro Tango 
Join us in Baltimore, MD for the first ever 6911 ESS Metro Tango Alumni 
Reunion. Good food, good friends and good German beer! 
Contact:  Cherish at MTReunion@hotmail.com for more information 
 
April 14-16, 2009,  Darmstadt to Augsburg - Charleston, SC 
Contact: Red Barthel  marritt@bellsouth.net 
 
May 14-17 2009, Worldwide Roll Call - New Orleans Louisiana 
Contact:  Jim Kaus  flajim@mchsi.com  
 
June 11-13 2009, Misawa Project - Seattle Washington 
Contact:  Andy Anderson  soggyacres@msn.com 
 
June 18-20 2009, Det 6 6910 RGM & Det 2 6910 SW Dayton Ohio 
Contact - Jack Sellman  det2_6910@msn.com 
 
September 1-6 2009 - Hof'ers - Branson Missouri   
Contact: John Neiser  Jneiser@woh.rr.com 
 
September 24-26, 2009 - FTVA, San Antonio TX 
Contact: president@ftva.org 
 
September 27-30, 2009, 6918th Hakata, Japan, St. Louis, MO 
Contact:  Bill Mink (http://www.6918thhakata.com)  
(Ed Note:   See 6918th Article in Bits ‘n Bytes - p34 of this Newsletter) 
 
October 15-18, 2009 - FIRST 6994th Security Squadron Reunion 
POC - Richard Yeh  (blk67cougar@comcast.net) 
POC Phone - (301) 943-6417 
Come be a part of it! Tentatively scheduled for Nashville, Tennessee. 
More information will be posted to 6994th web site as it becomes available. 
(http://www.6994th.com/reunion09.html) 
 
**************************************************************** 
 

Two antennas met on a roof, fell in love and got married. 
 

The ceremony wasn't much, but the reception was excellent. 
 
 

REUNION ANNOUNCEMENTS  
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Eugene McPherson, 76, of 28326 CR 281 Newcomerstown 
(Bakersville) died Wednesday, October 22, 2008, in his home.  
He was born March 22,1932, in Baltic to the late Harry B. and 
Ethel Lavonne Rowe McPherson.  He retired from the 
USAFSS after 20 years of service during which he served in 
Germany, England and Japan working as an Air Force Security 
Service Russian Linguist.  He was a member of Renner's 
United Church of Christ. //Obit// 

 
****************************************************************  

I received a call today from a friend of Garth Stearns saying that 
he passed away on 1/14/09 from a heart attack.  Garth had 
evidently been having numerous health problems in recent 
years.  He had planned on attending the 2nd RSM 2004 San 

Antonio reunion but was unable to make it due to his health. // Bill Campbell // 
**************************************************************** 
Nampa, Idaho.  Donald L. Westfall, 76, passed away Wednesday, January 14, 

2009, at a local, care center after an extended illness.  He was 
born Feb. 13, 1932, to George and Margaret Westfall in 
Cambridge, Idaho, on the ranch his family homesteaded in 
the1860s.  He graduated from Cambridge High School in 1950 
and joined the U.S. Air Force in 1951.  He completed basic 
training at Lackland Air Force Base, Texas after which his first 
tour of duty took him to Libya.  After North Africa, he was 
sent to Nashville, Tenn., where he met and married Shirley 
Kortuem in 1955.  Don was then sent to Russian language 

school at Syracuse University in New York.  He eventually completed his 
college credits and received a Bachelor of Arts degree in 1969.  The presence of 
a wife and six children ages, 3 through 13, was noted at his graduation 
ceremony.  Don completed USAFSS assignments in Maryland, Alaska, 
Germany, Turkey and Japan before his retirement in 1971.  In lieu of flowers, 
the family suggests that memorials may be made to your favorite charity in 
Don's name 
***************************************************************** 

From: cheryl&stevemcmurray  
To: drassmus@sbcglobal.net 
//Date: Friday, January 23, 2009, 6:26 PM.   Rass , Mike’s 
service was today, and it was very special, as all military are.  I 

would like to mail you Mike’s memory card.   Send me your mailing address and 
I will get it to you. GOD BLESS YOU.  With Love Cheryl.// 
Mike Olig, USAFSS veteran, departed this life on January 18, 2008 in Dallas, 
TX after a long illness.  Mike was a communications analyst instructor from 
1974 to 1978 at the then AFSC202 school at Goodfellow AFB, TX.  Mike was 
interred at Dallas-Ft Worth National Cemetery.//Ed.//  
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**************************************************************** 

Norm Stuart has notified us of the passing of Jack Neiger in 
July of this year.  Jack worked on "A" trick at the 2nd RSM 
Operations area and roomed with John Puterbaugh, Myers and 
Clyde Tucker.  He and his wife Lori had attended our 1998 

Las Vegas reunion. // Bill Campbell // 
 
****************************************************************  
One of our Eagles has lost a wing mate.  Norma Caron, the wife of Ray Caron, 
passed away on 14 Nov 2008.  I just talked with Ray and offered my sympathies.  
Ray retired in '68 and had been married to Norma for 52 years, and, in Ray's 
words, "you find that it still isn't long enough".  For those who might wish to 
send a card, Ray's address is 1313 Cheyenne Rd, Lewisville TX 75077-2820.  
His email address is ray_c@verizon.net. (ray underline c at verizon dot net)  As 
you know, Ray was also a member of FTVA.  Would you please pass this 
information to that group, so his friends there may also offer their condolences?  
Thank you. //Ron H// 
 
**************************************************************** 

I would like to add Brooks Corbett to the list of Fallen Eagles. 
He passed away on September 27, 2008 in Hatfield, MA at the 
age of 37.  Brooks was originally a 207X1 until we went 
through the renaming of AFSCs and became a 1N2X1.  He 

attended tech school at Fort Devens in 1992.  He was stationed at 6981st / 381st 
IS at Elmendorf AFB, AK until 1996.  He spent a year in Korea then came to 
Fort Meade, Maryland and worked at NSA.  He left the Air Force as a Staff 
Sergeant.  He won Sensor Olympic medals for his code copying ability.  Here is 
his obituary // Jennifer Wagner // Brooks Christopher Corbett, 37, of Hatfield, 
passed away on Sept. 27, in a place he cherished, surrounded by the beauty of 
nature he loved so dearly.  Brooks spent countless hours exploring the local 
parks, trails, and mountains, and especially loved the panoramic views from The 
Notch in Amherst.  Brooks possessed many talents and enjoyed expressing his 
artistic abilities through music, painting, drawing, and photography.  Born in 
Northampton on May 2, 1971, Brooks grew up in Hatfield and graduated from 
Smith Academy in 1989.  He received his Bachelor of Science degree from the 
University of Maryland in 2002. As a USAF Veteran, he attained the rank of 
Sergeant and receiving many high honors and awards.  He worked for the State 
Department for several years before returning to the Pioneer Valley, where he 
founded Rural Computer Solutions.  Brooks' technical skills were sought by 
many throughout the Northampton area.  He counted many friends among his 
long list of customers.//Obit// 
 
**************************************************************** 
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Lt Gen Koziol’s Farewell Address 
(He has been tapped to become the Pentagon's deputy undersecretary of defense 

((intelligence)) for joint and coalition war fighter support) 

Fellow Airmen,  
It has been my great pleasure to have served 
with all the superb men and women of the 
Air Force Intelligence, Reconnaissance and 
Surveillance Agency for thcse past 40 
months.  
It is hard to believe that almost four years 
have come and gone since I took command 
of what was then the Air Intelligence 
Agency. I'd like to briefly highlight some of 
the tremendous changes we've accomplished 
in such a short period of time.  
Midway through 2006, the 70" Intelligence 
Wing was realigned under AlA from Air 
Combat Command.  That was a starting 
point for the Agency's transformation from a 
signals intelligence staff headquarters into a comprehensive, far-reaching 
intelligence, surveillance and reconnaissance organization. as we also 
restructured into an A-staff to align with the Air Staff and joint organizations. 
'The 70th realignment returned tile Air Force's cryptologic wing to leadership 
under what was to become an ISR organization the next year, integrating Air 
Force capabilities into global cryptologic operations to direct supporting the 
combatant commanders, the war fighters and decision-makers at the national 
levels.  
 
Since 2006, we have seen the Air Force Technical Applications Center expand 
to a unit consisting or more than 800 people with field elements in 50 nations on 
six continents and 15 manned locations. That year AFTAC's U.S. Atomic 
Energy Detection System perforn1ed t1awlessly following the tirs! foreign 
nuclear test in eight years, delivering verifiable scientific data to national 
authorities that confirmed North Korea's claim of a nuclear test. This critical 
information was briefed to the President of the United States and was the 
linchpin data for the United Nations' imposed sanctions against North Korea.  
 
In May of 2007, the first of several huge steps in the overall ISR transformation 
process began when AlA was re-designated as the Air Force Intelligence, 
Surveillance and Reconnaissance Agency. We didn't just get a new name, we got 
our new mission: to organize, train, equip and present ISR forces to joint war 
fighters and to the nation.  We also realigned as a field operating agency. 
reporting directly to the Headquarters Air Force Deputy Chief of Staff for ISR -
the HAF/A-2.  

AFISR AGENCY NEWS 
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Another important move forward in our first transformation phase was the 
successful move of our National-Tactical Integration initiative into a 
significantly funded Air Force program, with the 70" Intelligence Wing as the 
operational lead.  NTI program integrated national and tactical war fighting ISR 
capabilities for the combined and joint forces Air Component Commanders.  
Even as we were moving forward, in July of 2007, we took time to recognize our 
strong foundation as we renamed our headquarters building "Larson Hall" in 
honor of a true ISR pioneer, retired Major General Doyle E. Larson.  
 
We began phase two of the Air Force ISR transformation in January 2008.  All 
Air Force Distributed Common Ground System capabilities and units were 
transferred to AF ISR Agency from the Air Combat, Pacific Air Force and U.S. 
Air Force Europe commands that year.  That transfer accomplished two major 
objectives: the first-ever integration of DCGS worldwide capabilities under one 
organization, and presentation of ISR forces to the key numbered war Air 
Forces.  
 
In the Spring of 2008, the "unitization" of the National Air and Space 
Intelligence Center realigned it from a staff-oriented structure into four 
production-focused groups and three directorates.  This restructuring brought the 
decision-making power closer to the mission and strengthened the authority, 
accountability and responsibility of the unit commanders. improving the care of 
our most important asset: our people.  
 
Further successes during 2008 included standing up the first Air Force human 
intelligence organization in more than a decade, as well as the creation of an AF 
ISR group dedicated to special operations: the 361 ISR Group.  
In January, we announced the renaming of the 70" Intelligence Wing and 480" 
Intelligence Wing as ISR Wings, and their subordinate groups as ISR Groups, to 
ensure the rest of the Air Force recognized the full capabilities of these key 
organizations.  
 
Without the leadership, dedication and expertise of each and everyone of you -- 
from the newest Airman all the way up to our most experienced military and 
civilian leaders -- we would not have successfully pulled off all the remarkable 
achievements of these past 40 months.  I cannot thank you all enough for the 
fantastic job each of you has done and for the excellent team effort this has been.  
Whatever successes I had, are a credit to you.  I move on with great satisfaction 
in what we accomplished together and in the knowledge that Air Force ISR is in 
great hands and the future of this Agency is very bright.  
 

           JOHN C. KOZIOL, Lt Gen, USAF 
             Commander  
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Force Commendation Medal three times.  After retirement from his military 
career, he served as a consular officer with the U.S. Foreign Service in Russia, 
England, Germany, Canada and the Philippines, retiring from the State 
Department after 15 years of service.  His two great interests were travel and 
higher education.  He succeeded in putting together three college degrees over 
the years, as time allowed, receiving a master's degree from the University of 
Maryland and baccalaureate degrees from Syracuse University and the 
University of Southern California.  He also taught courses abroad for the 
University of Maryland.  He was a member of both Mensa and Intertel and 
enjoyed nothing more than applying himself to academic pursuits. When he 
retired to live in State College, he began work on his doctoral dissertation in 
public administration.// Obit submitted by Joe Mulllican // 
**************************************************************** 

Jerry J. Radick passed away on December 8, 2008 in San 
Antonio, Texas.  He was born on November 5, 1935 in Detroit, 
Michigan to Cashmere Radick and Ann Dobra Radick. Jerry was 
in the U.S. Air Force in Security Services. He was an officer 
with the San Antonio Police Dept. for 4 years, and later, 
involved in the insurance industry for several years.  Jerry spent 
most of his time as an underwater film producer and lecturer, 
along with his wife, Rose-Mary by his side.  He was a great 
adventurer, diving on the Spanish Galleons and with sharks & 

dolphins, and protecting the ecology. Jerry and his wife also lived in jungles of 
Honduras. His motto was "Dare to Dream".  Donations may be made to the 
church or a charity of your choice.  // Obit // 
**************************************************************** 

Comment -  Please add in the next newsletter: A good USAFSS 
friend passed away on 8 Dec.  Don Meredeth, MSgt-(ret).  Don 
was a Morse Op and I met him during our tours at the AF 
Academy (65-69).  I don't know his other USAFSS tours, but I 

do know he was in Pakistan (I think after he left the Academy).  Don retired in 
San Antonio and worked for the Cinemark Theaters.// Ron Moyer // 
****************************************************************  

Michael R. LoGerfo, 76, of Fort Pierce, Florida passed 
away suddenly December 15, 2008, at his home.  Mike 
was born on October 19, 1932 to Joseph and Mary 
Puccino LoGerfo in Queens, New York and has been a 
winter visitor for 9 years coming from Oxford, New 
York.  He was a chief engineer in broadcasting, retiring 
from Columbia Pictures.  Mr. LoGerfo served overseas 
with USAFSS and was a member of the Veterans Club of 

Spanish Lakes Country Club.  Mike was a member of Calvary Baptist Church, 
Norwich, New York and was a deacon at Faith Bible Church, Oxford. His 
hobbies included gardening, music, and painting.  
// Obit submitted by his son Robert LoGerfo- note- his dad was a member of the 
2nd RSM Group // 
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Clayton DuBose passed away November 18, 2008, in San 
Antonio, Texas.  Born July 10, 1937 in Augusta, Georgia, he 
retired from the U. S. Air Force on September 1, 1981 after 24 
years service.  He continued working as a civil service employee 
with Security Service at Kelly A.F.B. and retired December 1, 
1996. Clayton is survived by his wife of 50 years, Marion.  He 
enjoyed the outdoors, gardening and the companionship of his 
dog, Shadow.  He was a loving husband and father, and he will 
be greatly missed by those who love him. // Obit // 

 
****************************************************************

Comment – I learned that a former USAFSS/ESC member, Mr. 
Joel D. “JD” Wright (former USAF SMSgt 202XO) passed 
away while on business travel in Korea this past week (Nov). 
As a 202, JD served at SKIVVY NINE and other locations 

throughout USAFSS/ESC.  I hope others can help to fill in details of his Air 
Force career.  He was a great help to us with security certification and 
accreditation issues with the AF ISR systems over the past 5+ years that I had 
the privilege to work with him.  He resided in the Ft Meade, MD area.  I will 
endeavor to get more information and will provide soonest.  JD was one of the 
greats. // Jim Kinney, CMSgt, USAF (Retired) // 
**************************************************************** 

For the record, folks, CMSgt Ken O'Berry passed away in his 
sleep on the 22nd of November 2008.  Ken enlisted in Feb 1952 
and was at Chix the first time in 1953.  He came back several 
times after serving in Germany, then at RAF Kirknewton, HQ 
USAFSS, GCHQ Cheltenham, and Shemya Alaska and back to 

Chix.  I first met him at Kirknewton when he was a SSgt and I was a lowly A3C. 
Our friendship lasted over 50 years.  One of the 'happiest' guys I have ever 
known!  Ken served his entire 26 year enlistment with USAFSS.  I attended his 
funeral in Grantham England where he has resided for the past 20 years and was 
asked to give a Eulogy ~ one of the toughest assignments I have ever had to do.. 
but I did it.  He will be sadly missed by his wife Olive, family and friends. 
// Larry Bettag – USAFSS Roll Call Site // 
 **************************************************************** 

Thomas David Sutton, 77, of State College, died Saturday, May 
24, 2008 at Mount Nittany Medical Center.  A native of 
Altoona, he was born June 22, 1930, the only child of George 
Meek and Margaret Davis Sutton.  As a youth, he had a keen 

interest in aeronautics and aircraft and excelled in science and mathematics, 
graduating as valedictorian from Altoona High School in 1948 and winning a 
Gold Medal Award from the Pennsylvania Academy of Science.  At that time he 
also served in the U.S. Naval Reserve aboard the heavy cruiser U.S.S. Rochester.  
He went on to serve 27 years in the U.S. Air Force, with tours of duty in such 
varied locations as Scotland, Japan, Germany and Turkey. He received the Air 
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AF ISR Agency Welcomes New Commander 
 

Lt. Gen. David A. Deptula (left), 
deputy chief of staff for 
Intelligence, Surveillance and 
Reconnaissance, Headquarters 
United States Air Force, passes the 
guidon to Maj. Gen. Bradley A. 
Heithold during the Air Force ISR 
Agency change of command 
ceremony held Feb. 11 in the         

(Air Force photo/Ted Koniares)    Larson Courtyard at ISR Agency HQ  
 
Major. Gen. Bradley A. Heithold comes to Lackland 
from Hurlburt Field, Fla where he was Director of 
Plans, Programs, Requirements and Assessments, 
Headquarters Air Force Special Operations Command. 
While in that position, he was responsible for force 
structure planning, programming, doctrine, 
requirements, technology development, operational test 
and evaluation, and acquisition program oversight 
through Air Force and USSOCOM processes for Air 
Force special operations and battlefield Airmen 
worldwide. 
 
General Heithold has commanded at the squadron, group and wing levels, 
including the 451st Air Expeditionary Group in Southwest Asia.  His staff 
assignments include positions on the Air Staff and a unified command staff.    
General Heithold is a master navigator with more than 3,400 flight hours in the 
C-130, AC-130H, MC-130P and HC-130P.  
**************************************************************** 

480th ISR Wing Airman Named Top AF Linguist 
by Staff Sgt. Michael Edmond 

  480th ISR Wing Public Affairs 
 

LANGLEY AIR FORCE BASE, Va -- An 
Airman with the 480th Intelligence, Surveillance 
and Reconnaissance Wing won the Air Force 
Linguist of the Year Award for 2008 in 
December. 
 
(Left) Staff Sgt. Shaunil N. Chokshi, a 
cryptologic linguist assigned to the 31st 
Intelligence Squadron, Fort Gordon, Ga., 
competed with more than 3,000 Air Force 
linguists for the award. 
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"To be chosen from amongst my fellow linguists is indeed an honor for me," 
said. Sergeant Chokshi, "but everyone at the 31st Intelligence Squadron 
contributes to the mission at every level."  Several key factors have led to his 
success as a linguist. 
"We have the best available training and the most dedicated mentors. Those are 
the biggest reasons for my success both as a linguist and an Airman," said 
Sergeant Chokshi. "I have always felt that the quality of training that is available 
is a direct contributor to any level of success." 
 
Sergeant Chokshi's rare talent and gift for languages combined with his 
dedication and commitment to the mission is another reason for his success, said 
Lt. Col. Jaime Gomez, Jr., 31st Intelligence Squadron commander. 
 
"A consummate professional, Sergeant Chokshi has worked hard to earn the 
respect of his fellow Airmen and our joint service mission partners," said Lt. 
Col. Gomez. "He serves not only as a role model for our Airmen but to all our 
joint and sister service members alike." 
 
For Sergeant Chokshi, being a linguist lines up perfectly with his career 
aspirations.  "If my skills as a linguist are the best way for me to work toward 
the career goal of serving my country, then it suits me very well," he said. 
"Knowing other languages opens up an entire world that I never really thought 
about before I learned a foreign language." 
 
It's not all about work and career, though. For Sergeant Chokshi, knowing other 
languages is just a lot of fun.  Sergeant Chokshi will go on to represent the Air 
Force in the Department of Defense level competition later this year. 
 
**************************************************************** 

AF ISR Agency Holds Ambassador Announcement Ceremony 
           by Staff Sgt. Kristine Dreyer 

        AF ISR Agency Public Affairs 
 

(Left) Staff Sgt. Nicholas Officer, Air Force ISR 
Agency, executive communications, and Tech. 
Sgt. Terry Esparza, Air Force ISR Agency, NCO 
in charge of site integration, were named the 
2009 AF ISR Agency Ambassadors during a 
ceremony Jan. 12.  
 
LACKLAND AIR FORCE BASE, Texas -- The Air 
Force Intelligence, Surveillance and 
Reconnaissance Agency named their 2009 
Ambassadors during a ceremony held Jan. 12 in the 
B.A. Larger Auditorium. 
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Ronald Aldrin, Newark, TX, former member of FTVA, passed 
away after a long illness on Sunday, February 8th, in the 
company of his loving wife, Dody.  Ron was 76 and 
had served in the USAF from 1955 to 1965.  After basic 

training at Lackland AFB, he attended USAFSS operator technical school 
followed by tours in England, Ft. Meade, MD as well as Anchorage, AK.  A 
memorial service was held Feb 15th at Eagle Mountain International Church in 
Newark. Ron loved music.  In lieu of flowers, request donations be made in 
Ron's name to the EMIC Music Department where he was in the choir.//Bob 
Cope// 
**************************************************************** 

Kirk, Comment - I noted in the San Antonio Express-News obit 
that CMSGT (ret) Dick Jorgenson passed away.  Jorgy was an 
old time USAFSS troop who worked in Management Analysis at 
Hq USAFSS as well as serving with the 6900th SW/ESR in 
Frankfurt Germany in 1961-1964. // Jim Duffy// 
Richard M. Jorgensen "Jorgy", 77, CMSGT, USAF retired, 
passed away peacefully, at 3:00 P.M. on January 30, 2009. He 
was a retired CFO for GECU, AMFCU and St. Joseph's CU, as 
well as serving for 25 years in the USAF. "If only we could be 

half as strong as you proved to be!" // Obit // 
**************************************************************** 

Col.  (USAF Ret) Gerald Byron Bunker  Nov 11, 1928--Nov 22, 
2008.  "The Colonel was assigned in July 1974 To the National 
Security Agency, Ft George Meade MD as Assistant Chief, 
Office of Communications Security Applications." In July 1978, 

he was transferred to Hq Electronic Security Command, San Antonio TX where 
he served as Deputy Chief, Communications Security until his retirement from 
active duty on June 30, 1980. //Charlie Millsap- USAFSS Roll Call Site// 
***************************************************************** 

Robert C. Pugmire, CMSgt, USAF(Ret), known as "Pug", passed 
away on December 10, 2008.  Pug was born September 23, 1936 
in Waupaca, Wisconsin to Kermit and Veda Pugmire.  He served 
in the USAF from Nov 4, 1954 to his retirement on Nov 3, 1982 
with the rank of CMSGT.  His military education included Yale 
University's Institute of Far Eastern Languages in 1955 and 
where he studied advanced Mandarin Chinese 1959.  He served 
seven tours in the Far East, one tour at the National Security 
Agency, two tours at Goodfellow AFB, in San Angelo, TX and 

three tours at HQ USAF Security Service in San Antonio, TX. // Obit // 
//Comment - Well, another good friend passed away on 10 Dec in San Antonio. 
CMSgt-R Robert Pugmire was a Chinese Mandarin linguist and served from 
1954-Nov 1982.  He had seven Far East tours, a long tour at NSA, two tours at 
Goodfellow and three at HQ USAFSS (Security Hill).  He was the best man at 
my wedding.  We're certainly going to miss him. // Ron Moyer // 
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recall Billie D. Pharr, Jack Scutchall, Mike Pizzo, John Durner, Ralph Abbott, 
Fred Abbruzzese, Larry Ratts, Ted Lusk, Joe Garigan and Edwin K. York".  
Sounds like the same Tom McGrath, but I possibly have the wrong middle 
initial? I'm always sad to hear of the passing of one of our own. //Dick 
Baumgartel- Jan 10, 2009   MISAWA WEBSITE// 
**************************************************************** 

SAN ANGELO Jack Moore came into this world on June 
15, 1933, and left for life everlasting on Tuesday, Nov. 25, 
2008, in Austin, Texas. He was born in Porterdale, Ga. 
Jack retired from the U.S. Air Force after 20 years, 
receiving numerous medals, awards and certificates in his 
field with oversea tours to Japan, Germany, Taiwan and 
Pakistan. After retirement his jobs included working in the 
Officers Club at Goodfellow Air Force Base, becoming an 
Elk at Lodge 1880 in San Angelo and managing the Lodge 

for several years, receiving Elk of the month and year several times. He 
managed the dietary at the old St. John's Hospital, enjoyed managing car lots in 
San Angelo and Ballinger for Bledso Ford Company, "The best of the best". He 
enjoyed his work and was known for his caring ways. He will be remembered 
for his love of life, music, camping out, cooking over a grill or camp fire. He 
enjoyed shuffle board, playing dominoes, pitching washers and playing Blitz 
with friends and family.//Obit //  
**************************************************************** 

SAN ANGELO - William Schaule, Chief Master 
Sergeant, (USAF, Retired), born Aug. 25, 1921, died on 
Thursday, Jan. 1, 2009, at age 87. A long-time resident of 
Texas, he was born in Plymouth, Pa., and retired in San 
Angelo, Texas, after serving his nation for over 32 years. 
He served in World War II in the China, Burma, India 
(CBI) Theater, the Berlin Airlift and Vietnam War. He 
flew as a radio operator in all three conflicts. He retired 
from the Air Force Security Service at Goodfellow Air 
Force Base in 1974.// Obit // While assigned to the Air 

Force Security Service (USAFSS) he did tours in Misawa, Japan; Kirknewton, 
Scotland; Peshawar, Pakistan; Clark AFB, Philippines; Shemya, Aleutian 
Islands; Nakhon Phanom, Thailand; San Antonio and San Angelo. He retired at 
Goodfellow AFB in 1974. // Norm Schaule, Col (USAF Ret) //  
**************************************************************** 

Larry Thornley, Major USAF(ret), passed away in Las Vegas 
this morning after a short illness.  He was a Korean linguist in 
USAFSS at Skivvy Nine 1961-62.  He lost his SCI clearance 
when he married a Korean.  Larry went into the Bootstrap 

Commissioning program and then on to HUMINT Intel school..// Steve Mobry –
USAFSS Roll Call Site // 
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Tech. Sgt. Terry Esparza, Air Force ISR Agency, NCO in charge of site 
integration, and Staff Sgt. Nicholas Officer, Air Force ISR Agency, executive 
communications, accepted their positions and sashes from Col. Jon Kimminau, 
Air Force ISR Agency, acting vice commander, and Ginny Koziol, wife of Maj. 
Gen. Craig Koziol, Air Force ISR Agency commander.  
"I am honored to have the opportunity to represent the Air Force and the 
agency," said Sergeant Officer, "and I look forward to learning more about the 
traditions of Fiesta and communicating our mission to the San Antonio 
community."  
 
The AF ISR Agency Ambassadors were selected by a five-person board 
composed of an NCO, two Senior NCOs, an officer and civilian. In addition to 
the board, nominees were required to submit an application along with a 
biographical sketch and letters of recommendation.  
"We were looking for someone who has the total package," said Wayne Amann, 
Air Force ISR Agency Public Affairs, chief of community relations. "In addition 
to possessing the communication skills, personality, and professional and 
cultural knowledge, they need to be someone who we can be proud that they are 
representing the Agency." 
 
Both ambassadors will take part in Fiesta, a 10-day annual multicultural event 
held in San Antonio. During Fiesta, they will join other ambassadors from 
Brooks City-Base, Lackland AFB, Randolph AFB, Fort Sam Houston, the Navy 
and the Marine Corps will attend more than 50 parades and events while 
educating the community about their unit and service.  "I look forward to 
meeting members of the San Antonio community and letting them know we are 
here to support them just as much as they support us. It is a partnership," said 
Sergeant Terry Esparza. 
Although many of their duties will take place in April during Fiesta, Sergeant 
Esparza and Sergeant Officer will continue to serve as Ambassador until 
December. They will participate in parades held in San Antonio and its 
surrounding communities. 
**************************************************************** 

 “Stu” Award for Outstanding Tactics Analyst, 2008 
 

Sincere congratulations to SSgt Gerald “Chuck” Pfeiffer from the Air 
Mobility Tactics Adversary Studies Element 
(AMTASE) for his selection as the winner of the 
CMSgt “Stu” Engbretson Award for Outstanding 
Tactics Analyst, 2008.  
 
This award, named in honor of the “founding father” of 
the USAF Tactics Analysis and Reporting Program 
(TARP), is presented to the top adversary tactics analyst 
in recognition of the individual’s outstanding     
contributions  to  TARP’s  mission  of  providing  tailored    The “Stu” Trophy 
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products in support of USAF tactics development, operational planning, and 
threat replication training. Both these winers were recognized for continuing 
TARP’s legacy of excellent support to the war fighters! 
SSgt Pfeiffer was selected as the #1 Tactics Analyst out of 38 individuals 
worldwide within the TARP program.  He demonstrated world-class analytic 
and reporting skills across a range of threats to air mobility operations to ensure 
that critical threat information was presented and integrated into Joint and USAF 
mobility operations, tactics and training programs.   
 
TSgt Robert L. “Bobby” Brown from the Pacific Tactics Adversary Studies 
Element (PACTASE) was selected as the #2 Tactics Analyst within the TARP 
program.  TSgt Brown demonstrated exceptional skills and professionalism in 
analyzing and reporting adversary threat tactics in the Pacific AOR.  
Clearly, SSgt Pfeiffer and TSgt Brown made good on Stu Engbretson’s credo 
that intelligence does no good unless it gets into the hands of the people who 
carry out the Air Force’s mission.   
 
**************************************************************** 

Air Force ISR Agency Transformation 
 
From: Chris Cook  
Subject: FYI-Air Force ISR Agency continues transformation 
To: drassmus@sbcglobal.net, "B. Baert"  
Date: Tuesday, January 6, 2009, 9:38 AM 
Air Force ISR Agency continues transformation  (AFNS) 
 
As part of the Air Force's intelligence, surveillance and reconnaissance 
transition, Air Force officials announced Jan 1 the renaming of the 480th 
Intelligence Wing at Langley Air Force Base, Va., and the 70th IW at Fort 
George G. Meade, Md., as the 480th Intelligence, Surveillance and 
Reconnaissance Wing and the 70th ISRW. 
 
The renaming of the wings continues the ISR transformation that began in June 
2007 with the designation of the Air Intelligence Agency as the Air Force ISR 
Agency and its realignment as a field operating agency under A2, the Air Force 
deputy chief of staff for intelligence, surveillance and reconnaissance.  
"Throughout the transformation process, we have broadened our scope beyond 
signals intelligence to include all elements of ISR," said Maj. Gen. Craig Koziol, 
Air Force ISR Agency commander. "The renaming of our units to ISR solidifies 
our dedication to delivering the best trained forces and most effective 
capabilities and to conducting integrated ISR operations for ground, air, space 
and cyberspace missions. 
 
The ISR transformation also affects the intelligence groups subordinate to the 
480th and 70th wings under the Air Force ISR Agency as they were also re-
designated as ISR groups Jan. 1.  The groups effected by this change are the 
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Traabzon, Turkey.1962 6917 RGM San Vito Italy.1964 Promoted to MSgt 
retired in 1969 and went into Civil Service. // CMSgt (ret) Justin W. Smith// 
On Oct. 6, 2008 the angels came and took Gerald Elmer Anderson to the 
kingdom of heaven. He is now resting peacefully with his wife, Marie Rose 
Anderson, who left 5 years ago. He was a decorated Korean War Veteran who 
retired after 24 years of service. He then worked and retired from civil service.  
Anyone wishing to send messages can send them either to our e-mail addresses 
(JKFerris@aol.com or mkpf_2001@yahoo.com).  I would ask that anyone out 
there who has memories of him please render one last "Ein Prosit" to his 
memory. //Mike Ferris Date - 27-Jan-09 // 
**************************************************************** 

James "Jim" Edward Hunt, Jr., beloved husband, father, 
grandfather, brother and friend to all he met, was called home 
to be with the Lord on February 1, 2009 at the age of 70. Jim 
was born in Tuscaloosa and graduated from Tuscaloosa 
County High School. He attended the University of Alabama 
and loved the Alabama Crimson Tide which he followed with 
a passion. "Roll Tide Roll!" He served in the United States Air 
Force and was stationed at Karamursel AB, Turkey and Kelly 
AFB, TX where he met his wife of 44 years. After leaving the 
Air Force he worked in insurance sales. He joined Block 
Distributing Company in 1979 where he was leading salesman 

for many of his 23 years there. He was currently working as a marshall/starter at 
Fair Oaks Ranch Golf Club. Jim never met a stranger. His outgoing personality 
touched all who knew him, and he will be greatly missed. He was a member of 
St. Elizabeth Ann Seton Catholic Church where he served as mass coordinator, 
member of ACTS and very recently member of the Knights of Columbus. // Obit 
// There is a James Hunt (202 on able Flight listed as an active member of the 
Karamursel Group //Don Ritter //  
**************************************************************** 

John Scarpino informed me that two former 2nd RSM’ers had 
passed away recently. Willie B Duke (Newark, OH) who had 
retired from the USAF after 26 years passed away in Oct 2008. 
David E Mura who resided in Germany passed away in Oct 

2008.Our condolences to their families.//Bill Campbell // 
**************************************************************** 

Thomas R. McGrath who served in USAFSS or ESC from 
about 1964 to 1968, died on 4 January 2009 at his home in 
Statesville, NC.   I think Tom was a 292 but not sure if it was 
X1 or X2.   I'm sure in the past Tom mentioned the overseas 
sites at which he served but I can't recall.   I was stationed 
with him at an overseas site in the UK 1970 to 1974, during 
our time with no such agency. //Dick Baumgartel- Jan 10, 
2009   MISAWA WEBSITE //Dick - I show a Thomas M. 
McGrath - Statesville, NC - who served with the 6921st SW 
in Misawa Jan 65 to Jan 67 on Trick 3.  He had said, "I still 
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1980's.  His awards and decorations include two Distinguished Flying Crosses, 
three Meritorious Service Medals, a Vietnamese Service Medal with 10 
Campaign Stars and the Vietnamese Cross of Gallantry with Palm. After his 
service years he worked at Denny's as a Manager and Store Trainer for 18 years. 
He enjoyed fishing w/ his son Jeremy.  He was also an avid Spurs Fan.  He was a 
very loving and caring person battling COPD for 7 yrs in which he never 
complained.  He left us the same way he lived, peacefully.  He will be sadly 
missed by many but especially by his wife of 31 years, Audrey. //Obit – San 
Antonio Express News// 
******************************************************** ******** 

To my Ole USAFSS Friends….Have just today learned that 
(Richard Ebersole) ‘Ebby’ passed at home in Hagerstown (MD) 
on Jan 13th.  Had talked to him in December on the phone for 
about 15 minutes and he did not indicate he was, or had, any 

medical problems. We brought out the ole “do you remember” phrase many 
times and recalled many of those we mutually knew @ Chix……he and I are 
also vets of the 6924th SS Tiger’s @ DaNang.  The Lord has called another of 
the “Security Service” warriors home for their special reward for service 
rendered to their country. Ole Friends are lasting Friends.  God Bless You Guys. 
// Bill Ricks Lake Gaston //  
****************************************************************

SAN ANGELO - Harold Race, 79, died Saturday, Jan. 10, 2009. 
//Obit// Rass Saw in this morning's paper an obit on a Harold 
Race.  Believe he was attached to USAFSS for some time.  He 
lived over by PT Doeer and I knew Harold from working in area 

11 back in 66. He was a MSgt when he retired.  Obit had nothing on his service 
record, but I think he was a 203. // Jerry Ferris // 
**************************************************************** 

Dear “Rass”, this letter will inform you of the passing of 
one of our loyal alumni, MSgt Gerald E. Anderdson.  
He had been sick in the last years, and in and out of the 
hospital.  But that didn’t stop him from his volunteer 
work at Wilford Hall when he could.  He passed quietly 
at home on Oct 6, 2008. Following synopsis of his 
career in USAFSS was compiled by him and his 
daughter, Ulinda prior to his death.  I enclosed a copy of 
his obit.  Please create a suitable obituary in the next 
newsletter.  He deserves it.  He was my first supervisor 

in Scty Service and definitely one of the best!!!. Assignments: Dec 1949 – Aug 
1969 - 1949  Basic Training -  Radio Mechanics at Scott AFB  MOS 75401  
promoted to PFC 1950 Assigned Selfridge AFB Michigan  promoted to Corporal 
March 1951 to Pope AFB N. Carolina  promoted to Sergeant then in 1952 when 
AF adopted own insignia he was made a S/Sgt. AFSC 30472.   Otis AFB Mass 
as electronics specialist.- sent to Korea and then to 1st Radio Sqdn Mobile 
Misawa AB ,Japan.  Aug 1954 promoted to TSgt 1957 to HQ USAFSS Lackland 
with AFSC 30472.1958 to NATO HQ in Brussels Belgium 1959 to 6933 RGM 
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497th ISR Group, Langley AFB, Va; 548th ISR Group, Beale AFB, Calif; 692nd 
ISR Group, Hickam AFB, Hawaii; 693rd ISR Group, Ramstein AB, Germany; 
694th ISR Group, Osan AB, Korea; 70th ISR Group, Fort Meade, Md; 373rd 
ISR Group, Misawa AB, Japan; 543rd ISR Group, Lackland AFB, Texas; and 
the 544th ISR Group, Peterson AFB, Colo 
 
***************************************************************** 

“Desperately Seeking” by AFISR Agency History Office 
 
From: Myers, Harold P Civ USAF AF ISR Agency AFISR Agency/HO 
Sent: Wednesday, January 21, 2009 3:30 PM 
To: Harrison, Alfred J Civ USAF DoD AF ISR Agency/A3CG 
Subject: FTVA Meeting/Bulletin 
AJ, 
We are currently seeking to improve our heritage holdings and displays: 
1.  The History Office collection of Spokesman magazines is not complete.  If 
anyone has copies of old issues, the History Office will accept donations or will 
scan and return the documents. 
2.  The History Office is also seeking artifacts to display in the Heritage Room.  
Examples of what’s needed: an R390 or its predecessor, tape decks, unit 
memorabilia (Travis Trophy or Directors Trophy, etc.) but NOT personal items 
(i.e., old ball caps, coffee mugs, NCO of the Year plaques etc.)  These items 
should be clearly identified with nomenclature, purpose or use, and donor 
information.   
Please run this request in your next newsletter. 

Thanks,  
Phil Myers, GG-14, DAF 
Air Force ISR Agency Historian 
102 Hall Blvd, Suite 112 
Lackland AFB TX 78243-7029 
DSN: 969-2303 Com: 210-977-2303 

*************************************************************** 
 
 
 
The annual Freedom Through Vigilance Association Spring Social will 

be held at the Kelly Club Ballroom, Kelly USA, San Antonio on April 4th, 2009 
from 1700 to 2000.  The cost is $5.00 per person which includes re-connecting 
with fellow member, heavy puu-puu’s and a pay-as-you-go bar .(in that order).  
Maj Gen Bradley A. Heithold, the new AFISR Agency Commander, is invited to 
speak. 

FTVA civilians, retirees and active duty service men and women are all 
invited to enjoy this special evening.  We will be recognizing some of AFISR 
Agency’s recent returnees from Afghanistan, Iraq and AOR.  See you there!! 

 

 Annual Spring Social 



Remain In Touch March 2009 

16 

 
 
 

 
The Shoot down of Cap 53, 22 April 1970,  

 
(Danny Russell was a crewmember on board Cap 53 the day it was shot down.  
Danny’s reunion with two of his rescuers was noted in our Dec issue of Remain 

In Touch (photo right) and 
prompted this expanded account of 
his harrowing experience.) 
 
On 22 April, 1970, the 362nd 
TEWS lost Aircraft #402, with 
Eight (8) crewmembers on board, 
was hit by anti-aircraft fire 
(presumably 37MM) while flying a 
combat mission in eastern Laos.  
The Navigator was wounded by 
shrapnel from the explosion. The 
Pilot turned the aircraft on an easterly heading toward friendlier territory, but 
control problems prevented his success. The aircraft crashed near A Loui 
Airfield in South Vietnam. The Pilot and one Radio Operator were killed in the 
crash. The remaining crewmembers, although wounded, survived the crash and 
were rescued by helicopter. In order to assure destruction of the classified 
equipment on board, an EOD team policed the area and destroyed scattered 
components and the aircraft. Additionally, six Tactical Air Sorties were flown on 
the crash site. 
 

“I'm Danny Russell and I was a rear-end crewmember 
with the 6994th, DET 2 at Pleiku.  With the help of Phil 
Ehrhorn, MY SEFE, our crew consisted of Lt George M. 
Wall, Pilot; Lt. Nasipak, co-pilot; Capt. Carl Lemon, 
Navigator;;SSgt Edward J. Mosely, Flight Engineer, all 
with the 362nd TEWS and Ron Lawlor, our 203. Phil 
was in charge of the back end crew consisting of SSGT 
Michael R. Conner and myself.” 

 
 “Mike and I were in charge of scheduling and we were really excited about 
flying together. We had made a point to hand pick this crew to fly with.  Mike 
had just recovered from a broken finger and I had just come off DNIF due to 
hernia surgery.” 
 
“We took off about 3:30 AM and flew an un-eventful mission.  It was the kind 
that you knew who you were after and where he was supposed to be but he just 
didn't come up. We joked back and forth saying he knew who was up here and 

History and Memories 
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(FALLEN EAGLES cont’d) 
Michael Olig, TSgt,  USAFSS Vet 
Robert Pugmire, CMSgt, USAF-Ret 
Harold Race, MSgt, USAF-Ret 
Jerry J Radick, USAFSS Vet 
William Schaule, CMSgt, USAF-Ret, FTVA Lifetime Member 
Garth Stearns 2nd RSM USAFSS Vet 
Thomas David Sutton, USAF-Ret/GS-Civ (Ret) 
Edward “Ski” Szostakowski, SMSgt, USN-USAF (Ret) 
Larry Thornley, Maj., USAF-Ret 
Donald L. Westfall, USAFSS, USAF-Ret 
Joel D. Wright, SMSgt, USAF-Ret  
*************************************************************** 
SAN ANGELO, TX - Carryole Jean Bruha passed away Sunday, Feb. 8, 2009, at 
her home here.  She is survived by her husband of 56 years, retired Colonel 
Harlan L. Bruha, USAF, of San Angelo (FTVA member).  Carryole was born 
Aug. 27, 1930, in Camp Douglas, WI. to Mr. and Mrs. Floyd Crawford.  Being 
the wife of a military officer, she lived in many places, both statewide and 
overseas, but spent the past 34 years in San Angelo.  Carryole was an elementary 
teacher in Wisconsin and Guam.  She devoted her life to homemaking after she 
was blessed with her children.  Memorials in Carryole's name may be given to 
Hospice of San Angelo or a charity of choice.  (Her full obituary and memorial 
guestbook may be viewed online at www.RobertMassie.com.) 
*************************************************************** 

SMSgt Edward "Ski" Szostakowski, USN-USAF, (Ret.), age 
82,passed away January 15, 2009. He was born November 9, 
1926, in Detroit, Michigan, to the late Kazmierz and Suzanna 
Szostakowski. Ski joined the US Navy at the early age of 17 and 
proudly served on the USS Oberrender during WWII. He then 
served with the US Air Force's Communications, Security 
Service and Recruiting while stationed in Africa, Japan, Guam 
and England. Ski is lovingly survived by his wife, Joyce 
Szostakowski. //Obit //  

****************************************************************
Dap, CMSGT (Ret) Jerry S. Keaton passed away Jan 10.  Jerry 
was the ESC SEA under Gen Doyle Larson in the early '80's.  
He flew many missions in Viet Nam with the 6994th (I believe 
it was the 94th).  He is survived by his wife Audrey and Son 
Jeremy.  Best Regards, //Dave Hennum, CMSGT (Ret) // 
CMSgt Jerry Steven Keaton, USAF (Ret.), age 68, passed away 
on Saturday, January 10, 2009, in San Antonio.  He was born in 
Roanoke, Virginia on September 10, 1940. He received a 
Bachelor of Arts degree (Magna Cum Laude) at the University 

of Maryland in Psychology.  Jerry proudly served 26 years in the USAF and last 
served as the Electronic Security Command Senior Enlisted Advisor during the 
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TRICARE Payments To Change 
 

According to a January 19th TriWest Healthcare Alliance announcement, 
beginning in 2010, TRICARE Prime beneficiaries who pay enrollment fees will 
need to make their fee payments via electronic means, according to a spokesman 
for TRICARE.  If you are enrolled in TRICARE Prime as a retired service 
member, the family of a retired service member, a survivor or an eligible former 
spouse the electronic payment will be required.  These changes mean that those 
TRICARE enrollees who pay enrollment fees will be required to pay them by 
one of the following methods: (1) allotment from the sponsor's retired military 
pay, (2) electronic funds transfer from your financial institution, or recurring 
credit card. To register and get started, visit the  TriWest Website at:. 
http://www.triwest.com/beneficiary/epay.aspx 
 
**************************************************************** 
 
 
 
The Association has learned of the following losses from caring 

relatives/friends and/or obituaries.  We extend our prayers and sympathy to 

their loved ones. 

Ronald Aldrin, USAFSS Vet 
Gerald Elmer Anderson, MSgt, USAF-Ret FTVA Lifetime Member 
Carryole Jean Bruha, Wife of Col Harlan Bruha (FTVA member) 
Gerald Byron Bunker, Col, USAF-Ret 
Norma Caron, Wife of Ray Caron, FTVA Lifetime member 
Brooks Corbett, ESC/AFIC Vet 
Clayton DuBose, USAF-Ret/GS-Civ 
Willie B. Duke, USAF-Ret, 2nd RSM 
Richard “Ebby” Ebersole, USAF-Ret, FTVA Lifetime Member 
John Ferris, MSgt, USAF-Ret 
James “Jim” Edward Hunt Jr. USAFSS Karamursel Vet 
Richard M. Jorgensen, CMSgt, USAF-Ret 
Jerry Steven Keaton, CMSgt, USAF-Ret 
Michael R. LoGerfo, 2nd RSM USAFSS Vet 
Thomas R McGrath, USAFSS Vet Misawa 
Eugene McPherson, USAFSS, USAF-Ret 
Don Meredeth, MSgt, USAF-Ret 
Jack Moore, USAF-Ret 
David E. Mura, 2nd RSM Vet. 
Jack Neiger, 2nd RSM USAFSS Vet 
Ken O’Berry, CMSgt, USAF-Ret 

 For Your Information 

   FALLEN EAGLES 
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he was afraid to come up with all the EXPERTS up here ready to copy. About 
10 minutes before time to RTB he came up and we asked the AC for permission 
to stay on site to get him.” 
 
“Capt Lemon got on him and directed the plane into position, I think we had a 
fix on him when KABOOM. Reports say we got hit with 37MM but I looked 
down and saw at least a 4-inch hole right next to the Doppler set. Capt Lemon 
was the only one hit.  I think a piece of shrapnel went thru close to his elbow-- 
not too much blood and he did an excellent job.  He hung right there and 
between him and Phil, they got out the MAYDAY and gave our exact position. 
Rescue was Johnny on the spot and other than me trying to clean my pants I 
think everyone did a fine professional job. Our first intent was to get to sea 
because the damage was to the rear end control and the front-end crew didn't 
have a lot of options.  We lost one engine immediately and the other one was 
smoking pretty badly, so going over the mountains was out. Next I think they 
tried for a landing strip but rescue said it was VC controlled.” 
 
“Our next option was to bail out, so Mike and I went to the jump door and tried 
to open it but it was jammed due to the concussion. We tried and tried and 
finally the door just fell off!!!!!!  We looked at each other and both agreed we 
were way too low to jump, and about that time Lt Wall looked back at us 
expecting the back end to be clean and ordered us to strap in and prepare for 
crash landing.” 
 
 “As we went forward, Mike was ahead of me and he automatically went to my 
seat, so I took his rear seat.  I had just buckled in and 
looked out the left window to see the wing hit a tree and 
break loose.  I honestly don't know if I was knocked out 
or not.  I did realize that something very heavy was on 
me when I tried to move.  One of the consoles had 
broken loose and had landed on me. As I got free, I 
started hearing moans and groans so I knew someone 
else had made it also.  As we slowly started to un-pile 
each other I discovered my good friend Mike, who had 
went forward and had taken my seat had been killed.  
To this day, I still ask GOD, ‘why’?  This man was 
married and all he ever did was talk about his wife and     SSgt Michael Conner 
the baby  they were about to have.” 
 
“Rescue was talking to a plane that had tailed us in, and he had radioed back that 
he didn't think anyone could have survived but we straightened him out in a 
hurry.  We were really a rag tag mess to look at; we all had head wounds and 
you all know even a scratch on your head bleeds heavy.  I kind of smiled to 
myself as I saw Phil and Ron trying to wrap Captain Lemon’s head. What a 
HOOT that was.” 
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“We formed up next to a crater about 12 ft across.  Rescue had no trouble seeing 
us there.  As we were moving around, my D ring got hooked on some twigs and 

my belly pack exploded out in front of 
me, what a mess.  I’m glad I didn't have 
to repack it.  Rescue would have been 
fun to watch under different 
circumstances.  I think all four branches 
were there.  I think there were F4’s, 
A6’s, Spads, Cobra’s, Sandy’s and even 
an OV-10.  They were great, and I can 
honestly say they worked to precision.  
They told us what was going to happen 
and it happened exactly as they said.” 

      The CAP53 Crash Site                       
 
“My memories of the next few moments were intense.  I went back to the plane 
to try to help anyone I could find but my back started to really act up.  I guess 
my strength had been used up and I finally heard someone asking for help but I 
could hardly function on my own so I hollered back to stay put and I would 
report their location.  I think it was Mosely but I'm not sure.  Man that was 
tough; to not be able to function when someone needs you.” 
 
“As I got back to our rescue area, the air rescue support did their thing.  Cobra 
gun ships were blazing and rockets were impacting really close.  This made me 
realize we weren't down here alone.  Charlie was trying to get us.  The first 
rescue Chopper came in and Phil, Ron, and Capt Lemon got on.  The next 
Chopper came in and lifted right back out.  They told me they were taking on 
small arms fire, assuring me they would be back.  Then the show started all over.  
Under any other circumstances it would have been fun to watch.  F-4's unloaded, 
Cobras set and fired rockets. A-6s strafed.  I think the OV-10 had his side arm 
out!  Ha! (That 
would be a .38 Cal 
Pistol).  A small 
LOCH came in and I 
got on, we got about 
20 ft in the air and 
Charlie hit the rotor 
and down we 
went…” 
(CRASHING 
TWICE IN 20 
MINUTES? COME 
ON… ENOUGH IS 
ENOUGH!)  “Here 
we go again.” 
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6918th Dawg Flight News          (by Stan Freymuth) 

Greetings,           January 2009 
I’ve been told that 2009 is the year of the OX in China.  Well, I’m thinking that 
in the United States of America, 2009 is the year of the DAWG!  To the entire 
Dawg Flight family and to our dear comrades, Able, Baker and Charlie 
Flighters, I hope you all had a blessed Christmas and will have a healthy and 
prosperous New Year. 
The big news, this time, is that the 2009 Dawg Flight Reunion is set up. Bill  
Mink has been busy at crossing the “T’s” and dotting the “I’s” and is now ready 
for you to begin making your reservations at Harrah’s in St. Louis. 

6918th Dawg Flight 2009 Reunion 
-Arrive: 9/27/09(Sun) & Depart 9/30/09 (Wed) -St. Louis, Missouri  
-Harrah’s St Louis Casino and Hotel:  Reservations---Call 1-800-427-7247 
-ID yourself as ‘6918th Dawg Flight Reunion’ 
-Discounted rates: Use Group code S928DFL 
-Contact:  Pinky Mink/Stan Freymuth/Troy Powell/Dave Bethard  
- Deadline for blocked rooms 9/16/09 
-$100.00 registration per person (to Pinky) 
 
Begin by making your own reservations NOW using the above information.  The 
room rate is $89.00 plus 14.325% tax to equal $101.75 per day, payable to 
Harrah’s.  The $100.00 per person, one time “registration fee” payable to “6918 
Dawg Flt. Reunion” , as we did in Vegas, to cover hospitality room, banquet 
room, audio/visual equipment rentals, banquet, open bar, mailings, name tags 
etc.  The larger our attendance - the larger this fund.  Pinky is our resident 
treasurer, and a damn fine one, I might add.  Last reunion he made the deposits 
on his personal credit card, so the sooner the better to get your “registration” in.    
Make check to: 6918th Dawg Flight Reunion.  

      Mail to:  Bill (“Pinky”) Mink    
      10 Cross Trees Road 
      Brick, NJ    08723 
     (732) 608-6860  
Able, Baker and Charlie Flights, of course, can reserve in Dawg Flight’s name 
for the negotiated rates and room “block”.  Just use the above information when 
you do. We not only invite ALL 6918th members to attend the reunion, we 
encourage you all to come.  The long range plans are to eventually have a 6918th 
Reunion rather than a Dawg Flight reunion “with guests”.  Our banquet program 
is geared to Dawgs now, but with the audio and visual program that Dave 
Bethard graciously puts together for us for every gathering, is generic enough 
that you will probably want a copy of it.  Ask Carl Aegler and Terry Durei 
(Charlie Flt) who were at the 2007 Vegas reunion.  I do not think they felt like 
outsiders at all.  We are all 6918th brothers, so come on down to St. Louis in 
September!  You truly have to be there to experience the rush when one of your 
friends from forty years ago enters the room for the first time.  Bill Mink and 
Dave Bethard, what an outstanding job you are doing for us! 
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Sharing info on Gen Klocko 

From: Ginny & Bill Klocko bgklocko@verizon.net 
Subject: info on Gen Klocko 
To: newsletter@ftva.org 
Date: Thursday, December 18, 2008, 6:53 PM 
Gentlemen: 
I'm a nephew of Lt Gen Richard Klocko and am collecting personal stories of 
the general to preserve family history. I also may visit my uncle this winter and I 
think he'd enjoy some of the personal stories. Thanks in advance for any 
information that can be provided. 
Bill Klocko 
Annapolis MD 
bgklocko@verizon.net 
 
------------------------------//Response// 
From:  "Dennis Rassmussen" <drassmus@sbcglobal.net> 
To:        bgklocko@verizon.net 
Mr Klocko, 
Thank you for thinking of us.  Our FTVA webmaster has volunteered to canvass 
a representative number of e-mail members who may be able to provide personal 
accounts of your uncle (understandably, the number of our members who knew 
your uncle is limited).  That is our most timely avenue since you indicated your 
intent to visit your uncle "this winter".  We would be more than happy to include 
your request in our next newsletter, which will be published in March (if that 
would still be timely enough to be useful to you).  As a charter member of our 
Hall of Honor, Gen Klocko is held in the highest esteem by all of us, please 
convey our best wishes next time you see him. 

           Dennis Rassmussen,  FTVA Newsletter Editor 
 
------------------------------//Response// 
From: RReshLegis@aol.com 
Subject: Re: RFI: LtGen Klocko 
Bill, 
What a coincidence to receive your e-mail at this particular time.  I don't have 
any personal stories relating to you uncle, but here is something that might 
interest you and him. 
At the behest of several of my military friends and acquaintances, I assembled 
and will pick up from the printer later today a 60-page pictorial book 
documenting my military involvement over the years.  I've tried to use 
representative photos and graphics that speak much louder than words alone. 
One of the aspects I cover is a remote tour of duty with the USAF Security 
Service in the early 60's.  One of the visuals I use is a brief letter from your uncle 
when he was commander of USAFSS.  If you let me have your mailing address, 
I'll send you one of these books.                                            Regards,   Ron Resh 
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“Now let me talk about CHOPPER CREWS…THEY ARE CRAZY.  The 
gunner picked up his 50 or 60 cal??? I don't know which, and set up and started 
blazing.  The pilot, after shutting down, came over to me while we were being 
fired at and was standing straight up telling me  ‘You know, I never did like that 
chopper, I'm going to get a different one tomorrow!” 
 
“After sanitizing the area again, rescue came in again and got me out.  Upon 
reaching the hospital, I learned that Capt Wall had also been killed in the crash. 
Ron, Phil and Capt Lemon were all accounted for and visually seen.  I never saw 
Lt Nasipak or SSGT Mosely.” 
 
“Later, after returning to base and starting back to work, we learned that Mike 
Conner’s widow had given birth to a son.  One month to the day after the crash, 
Mike Jr. was born, 22 May 1970.  We all took up a collection and started a 
college fund for him, and I must say 63 guys gave ‘til it hurt. I'm so proud of 
them.” 
 

 “Upon returning stateside 
Phil and I and Alan Brack 
and his wife went to 
Tennessee to visit Mike’s 
widow and the son who 
never got to see his daddy. 
Mike’s parents and his 
widow’s parents also 
attended.  I do not use their 
names only for their privacy.  
25 years later we all went to 
THE WALL for a gathering. 
The little baby I held in 1970 

Danny Russell, Mike Conner Jr, Phil Ehrhorn            was now a married man 
We went to THE WALL at exactly 9:35AM, the time of our shoot down.  We 
held each other and cried. After about an hour we started moving towards the 
Lincoln Memorial, my good buddy Mike Thomas and I were kind of dragging 
up the rear and we passed a T-shirt stand. A T-shirt with a hologram of a soldier 
looking out of the wall towards a little 5 year old caught our attention. The shirt 
said, "Here Daddy, I brought you a present."  We both lost it again!!!!” 

Yours for a better tomorrow, Danny Russell 
(Ed Note: An account of this incident can also be viewed in its entirety at 
www.ec-47.com  “A Memory of Cap-53.”  

************************************************************** 
FRACTURED PROVERB 

 

Always remember that you're unique…Just like everyone else. 
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COLD WAR COMSEC HISTORY 

By William Grayson (FTVA Life Member) 
 
I was recently a volunteer translator for the National Cryptologic Museum in 
cataloging foreign language books and journals donated by Dr. David Kahn, 
author of the Code Breakers and many other works dealing with cryptography.  
Dr. Kahn subscribed to the journal of the Amicale des Réservistes du Chiffre 
(Friendship of Cipher Reservists) – French Government-sponsored standby 
reserves. 
 
A 1967 ARC article caught my eye as a subject of long-standing personal 
interest: the historical contention between tactical warfighters and their 
COMSEC support, trying to help them be successful and out of trouble.  The 
1967 ARC article, translated from the French and excerpted below, was 
coincidentally going to press in Paris just as I was completing my COMSEC-
OPSEC tour with 7th Air Force in Vietnam. 
 
Years after my return from Saigon, I wrote a short memoir, Ear on the Vietnam 
War, discussing the security posture of Air Force tactical communications and 
the struggle between air controllers and their COMSEC advisors.  The parallels 
between the 1967 ARC article and my 1966-67 experiences are  reassuring. 

 
Can One Take The Responsibility Of Transmitting Secret Messages in The 

Clear?   by J.W. Henning, Major of Infantry, Royal Netherlands Army 
   (in the publication De Militaire Spectator, 1955)** 
 
We agree that messages, whose content must remain unknown to the enemy and 
which are sent by a transmission path of doubtful security, should always be 
enciphered.  However, all rules have their exceptions.  We encipher when a 
message does not command immediate execution and when encipherment or 
decipherment delays do not impact the “bottom line,” but delay is not excusable, 
if the message demands immediate action. 
 
During WW II, too rigid rules of secret transmission often resulted in aircraft 
arriving over their targets too late to intervene in the battle.  Using a British  
cipher system1, a strike order took 2-3 hours to encipher and send and as long to 
decipher so operational orders were routinely sent in the clear. 
 

                                                           

**Footnote: Original Title: “PEUT-ON DANS CERTAINS CAS PRENDRE LA 
RESPONSABILITÉ DE TRANSMETTRE EN CLAIR DES MESSAGES SECRETS?” 
In the October 1967Journal of the Amicale des Réservistes du Chiffre (Friendship of 
Cipher Reservists [France]).  Translated into French by Henri Audoin, ARC Member.  
Not identified by Henning. 
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Looking For More Info on Bobby Davis 

From:  "FTVA Postmaster" <postmaster@ftva.org> 
To: falleneagles@ftva.org 
Name – Tom Redden 
E-Mail - thomasredden@gmail.com 
Comment - I'm looking for information on one of the people on your list. His 
name is TSgt Bobby Ray Davis.  Is there any more information that you can 
provide on him or his aircraft? 
***************************************************************** 

Owl Radio For the Vision Impaired 
From:  John Davenport// jdavenport@express-news.net// 
To:  President/ftva.org 
Volunteer Doug Holden, a long-
standing member of the FTVA Board 
of Directors, reads an article on Owl 
Radio, which is available to the vision 
impaired through the Low Vision 
Resource Center.  During his “stint,” 
Doug provides descriptive readings 
from a variety of newspaper accounts. 
 
Owl Radio is a free community service of the Low Vision Resource Center and 
is co-sponsored by Texas Public Radio and the San Antonio Express-News.  The 
service provides daily radio broadcasts of newspapers, magazines and other 
information for persons who are unable to read regular print due to a visual, 
physical or reading impairment.  Owl Radio transmits its programming to special 
radio receivers provided to qualified applicants over sub-carriers provided by 
Texas Public Radio.  The signals can be picked up within the greater San 
Antonio Metropolitan area and adjacent counties and in the Kerrville and 
Fredericksburg areas of the Hill Country.  The service is staffed primarily by 
volunteers who read the San Antonio Express-News for three hours daily from 
studios located at North Frost Center at Nacogdoches and Loop 410 in San 
Antonio.   
**************************************************************** 
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BITS  and  BYTES 

 
Declassified History Of NSA 

From:  Dan and Nancy Kohn <thekohns> 
Thought you might find this interesting and worth the time to peruse.  Attached 
the detailed TS/CW history of NSA and American cryptology that NSA 
historian Thomas Johnson wrote which has been declassified and can be found 
on the internet.  It is a series of documents totaling some 923 pages that should 
be interesting reading…  Dan 
http://www.gwu.edu/~nsarchiv/NSAEBB/NSAEBB260/index.htm 
**************************************************************** 

Looking for Carl Roth 
E-Mail - jsens3@msn.com 
Name - John D. Sens 
Unit - 6910th RGM 
Comment - Just checking in as some former friends seem to have got my interest 
in SS days aroused.  Looking for Carl Roth who was at Indiana RU4 1960. Carl 
was from Emmaus, PA.  
***************************************************** 

Looking for Dennis Nemeth 
E-Mail - GREYMOUNTAIN40@GMAIL.COM 
 Name – Lonnie Henderson 
Unit - 6949ESS 
Comment – Looking for Dennis Nemeth. 
***************************************************** 

Anyone been to St. Lawrence Island? 
E-mail address - beyondthe48@hotmail.com 
Name – Jon Adams  
Comment - do you have any info about the USAFSS Base on St. Lawrence 
island, active 1952-72?  Thank you and god bless you. 
Jon 
****************************************************** 

Remember Col Hansen at Clark AB? 
E-mail address - seadogiron@gmail.com 
Name – Stephen Hansen 
Comment - My father was commander of the 6926th SS(M) at Clark AB, ROP 
from roughly 1970-71.  I am trying to find out more info on the unit, and 
possibly someone who served with him or remembers him.  He passed in 1991, 
but I still have the unit "Can Do" plaque above my desk.  Any help or info 
appreciated. Thank you for your time. please copy reply to my personal email 
(above). //Stephen Hansen 
**************************************************************** 

An Invisible Man Marries An Invisible Woman.  
 

(The Kids Were Nothing To Look At Either) 
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[Even] risking human life or the survival of the State, commanders must think 
twice before assuming the responsibility of transmitting a secret message in the 
clear.  He must consider that a message sent in the clear is also sent to the enemy  
and no one can predict if the enemy could react and how much time such 
reaction would take. 
 
Perhaps one commander, who needs to expedite an operational order and sends 
it via radio in plaintext, will escape enemy interception and thereby gain praise 
and honors while a less fortunate commander, acting in the same circumstances, 
will suffer a crushing defeat and will be subject to the shame of failure because a 
vigilant enemy listened to the message in question. 
 
It is not difficult to realize that the Cipher Service is the protector of our secrets 
and thereby of our irreplaceable human forces and precious materiel.  
 
(Translator’s (H. Audouin) Note:  It’s always a question of peacetime versus 
wartime.  All readers must adopt the mindset that today [Audouin writing in 
1965] we are not in peacetime.  We are living in a permanent state of “Cold 
War” which is a war of position with stable fronts.  When we transmit messages, 
we must, in this period of permanent war, always think soberly of the security of 
a message, and use appropriate and efficient cryptographic procedures.) 

 
EAR ON THE VIETNAM WAR  [abridged by the author] 

Securing USAF Tactical Air Communications 

By William C. Grayson CSSP, OCP 
 
In July 1966, after a 4-year intelligence assignment at NSA, I reported to Tan 
Son Nhut AB as commander of Det 5, 6922 Security Wing.  Like me, all the 
troops in the detachment had been drawn from foreign intelligence assignments 
and brought with them to Tan Son Nhut a wealth of detailed but useless 
information about various foreign air forces.  Useless, because our COMSEC 
mission was to intercept and analyze USAF communications for insecurities.  
The “insecurities” we listened for were compromises of classified information 
which, in a combat environment, got people killed. 
 
I will always remember a defining moment in my maturation.  It occurred less 
than a month after my arrival in-country, while every aspect of life there was 
still very much a confusing blur.   The 7th Air Force Command Section 
requesting that I come over to see the Chief of Staff, Brigadier General Nichols, 
right away.   A new Operations Plan for 7th AF’s newly-organized Tactical Ops 
Control Center (TOCC) had been reviewed at Headquarters of the US Military 
Assistance Command, Vietnam (MACV) and a reviewer found a lack of 
meaningful COMSEC detail in Annex K, the Communications Annex.  The 
comments that had come back to 7th AF from MACV suggested that an 
implementable plan was needed to prevent the compromise of classified target 
and strike planning information being communicated among the TOCC, fighter 
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wing operations, airborne Forward Air Controllers and aircrews aloft.  General 
Nichols was hoping I could help.  Thinking fast on my feet, I supposed that the 
detachment’s senior NCOs would know what to do and so told the general I 
could handle it.  “Good,” he said.  “Why don’t you sit over there and write it 
up?” he suggested, gesturing to a table and chair in a corner of his office.  He 
immediately returned his attention to a pile of papers in front of him, signaling 
clearly that he and I were through talking. 
 
I remember the grip of panic as I tried to think of a way to explain – in terms the 
general would understand – that all my USAF experience was in other 
disciplines and that I knew very little of USAF COMSEC.  Fortunately, I 
quickly recognized that as a path leading to a steep cliff and my mind cleared.  
Apparently, the general knew even less about the subject than I did and, I told 
myself, I really did know something I could use.  Borrowing from earlier 
experience with someone else’s tactical air force, I decided in real time that 7th 
Air Force needed to encode radio communications containing pre-strike details, 
such as target coordinates and time-over-target, if the time of transmission was 
earlier than an hour before time-over-target.  My choice of an hour was arbitrary 
and based on nothing I knew to support it. 
 
I wrote out the whole concept in three paragraphs with a #2 pencil on yellow 
paper.  After reading it through a couple of times, it made sense to me so I 
walked it over to General Nichols’ desk.  He looked up and I handed him the 
draft, saying, “General, here’s what I think we need to do.”  The general looked 
at the paper, skimmed my penmanship in a few seconds, and thanked me without 
asking any questions.  I was as anxious to be out of his office as he obviously 
was to get back to whatever he was working on so I saluted and left.  Walking 
back to our secure compound, I realized I had no carbon copy or photocopy and 
had no idea where my yellow paper was headed.  (Later that day, when I called 
the general’s aide, I was advised the draft had already been typed and would go 
down to MACV in downtown Saigon in the next courier pouch).  
 
But before I made that phone call, I horrified the detachment’s senior NCOs by 
what I had done. However, feeling operationally confident for the first time since 
setting foot in Vietnam, I called my Ops boss in Hawaii.  Having had little more 
experience with USAF operations than I did, he really didn’t understand what I 
was talking about but suggested authoritatively that I should have first called for 
back-up.  He said I would receive a message with detailed instructions.  My next 
call was to my principal customer, the COMSEC Officer of the 1964th Comm 
Group, which provided 7th AF’s communications support.  The COMSEC 
Officer, a first lieutenant with two years’ experience in teletype maintenance, 
also didn’t know what I was talking about and seemed unfazed. 
 
Several things clicked into place quickly in the next few days.  My expected 
message from Hawaii arrived, dryly specifying a code appropriate for 7th AF’s 
use and advised how it should be acquired.  Next I had a very friendly phone call 
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Marv Borgman - Don't know when they sited the O 'Club in the Priory, but they 
moved us out of the Priory in '78... The Brits said it was no longer safe, and it 
did require major restoration which was accomplished some time after '81 when 
we left.  We took over the old housing office as something akin to an annex of 
the NCO Club. 
________________________________________________________________ 
 
Clyde Orr:  I was there from 62-66. When the new Ops building was built, the 
priory was utilized as a transient dorm for the region E&I team.  There were 
several parties that took place there. Waco and I drank a few brews together at 
the NCO club stag bar during those days over a game of darts and shuffleboard. 
________________________________________________________________ 
Ed Marek: I got there in November 1967. The Priory was used as a BOQ and 
Officers Club then, and throughout the time of my stay, through May 1969. I 
was a butter bar so my family couldn't come until I found quarters.  I lived in the 
Priory for several months.  The big problem with it was where to eat as a shift 
worker.  No food in the place on Sunday, and I think they offered only dinner.  It 
was good I guess, cuz I stayed skinny.  The bar was also empty except on 
Fridays, and I could only attend those once in a while because of the shift 
business.  Was happy to find a place to live in Bedford where there was a pub 
down the street and a fish and chips place as well.  
________________________________________________________________ 
Waco Wetterman: - During my second tour (70-73), when the O Club was in the 
priory, I worked as a Bar Tender/M.A/Manager there.  I remember many a time 
closing the Club and locking up late at night or early morning and feeling a bit 
"uneasy" what with all them ghosties and stuff rambling about upstairs.  
Fortunately, I had my buddy Jim Beam with me to provide morale support.  ww 
________________________________________________________________ 
Larry Huigens: Waco,  Your story about the ghosties 
reminded me of one time I was up before dawn and 
out for a run.  I'd gone past the Priory and was running 
down along the river.  Now I don't really believe in 
ghosts but, as it frequently was in England, it was 
foggy and, out of the corner of my eye, I caught some 
movement in the fog.  I turned ice-cold and just 
stopped.  After a couple of minutes, a couple of things 
dawned on me.  One, there was a little bit of a breeze 
and it was causing the fog to move around a little bit.   
The second thing was, if there was a ghost out there, 
what the hell did I stop for?  I didn't run that way for 
quite a spell.  Like the rest of my tour!   
_____________________________________________ Priory Angelic Relief 

FRACTURED PROVERB 

 
Man with only one chopstick …Go hungry. 
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The “Renovated” Priory c.1998 
_______________________________________________________________ 

What Others Had To Say: 
Waco Wetterman - I was there from 63-66 when this picture was taken.  When I 
returned in 70-73, they had installed the Officer's Club in the Priory.  Don't 
remember if it was in there during my first tour.  
Just off the top of my head   "The Gilbertine priory of Chicksands was founded 
about the year 1150 by Rohese, countess of Essex, and her second husband Payn 
de Beauchamp, baron of Bedford.  Payn and Rohese de Beauchamp endowed the 
priory at its foundation with the church of Chicksands and lands attached".  In 
other words, a really old Church - Which was haunted by a Nun named Rosetta, 
but that is another story. / ww / 
________________________________________________________________ 
John Sachtleben:  When I was at Chicksands,(1966-69) there was an incident 
where Rosetta supposedly entered one of the officer’s dorm rooms and attacked 
a Lt.  Don't know if it is true or not, but he had scratches all over his face.  I had 
to stay in the Priory for one night when I and my family arrived at Chicksands. It 
was 3 am when we arrived so the CQ put us up there because my sponsor did not 
get us a place to stay and we had driven from San Vito.  The next day, the Base 
Commander called the sqdn. and wanted to know why we were in the priory 
since it was reserved for high ranking officers and told them to get us out like, 
yesterday. 
________________________________________________________________ 
Bobby Cooper:  A Stag Bar was set up in the Priory sometime in the late 70’s.  I 
don't think it stayed open very long, however.  The R&G was a hub for this type 
of activity. 
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from the MACV COMSEC Officer in Saigon, who spoke to me as though he 
and I were in the same club.  It was he who had rejected the TOCC’s original 
draft.  My handwritten draft had been typed, sent downtown, and retyped as 
three paragraphs of the Operations Plan, Annex K.  When I later saw a copy of 
the signed-off plan, it was my first look at it in its intended context.  No one had 
changed a word of my original draft except for adding the designator of the 
prescribed code . 
 
I next went to see the TOCC Director and discussed the practical application of 
the “code” provisions of Annex K.  We were in agreement that all pre-strike 
radio communications that disclosed both target location and time-over-target 
would be encoded if the transmission was to be made earlier than 60 minutes 
before bombs on target.  We further agreed that there were flying safety 
implications of tactical aircrews trying to deal with the mechanics of decoding in 
the cockpit so TOCC controllers would wait till the planned strike was 59 
minutes away before making air-to-ground transmissions.  Pre-strike 
transmissions to distant ground controllers at the various deployed fighter wings, 
however,  were to be encoded, if they met the early tasking criteria. 
 
Distribution of the code to the field took almost a month and was naturally met 
with resistance by assigned users.  We monitored numerous phone calls between 
the TOCC and fighter wing operations in which our COMSEC detachment was 
confirmed as “an enemy.”  We also heard the TOCC stand its ground, however, 
and since the pre-strike orders came from Headquarters, the fighter wings had no 
option but to comply.  The brief training period was scary with our intercepted 
communications revealing significant confusion, error and frustration.  On the 
scheduled code D-Day, however, the secure targeting communications scheme 
went operational. 
 
It was immediately obvious from our communications intercepts that TOCC 
controllers were delaying release of all pre-strike messages till minus 59 
minutes.  In the first week, not a single coded message was heard.  As the 
delaying tactic became clearly recognized as sabotage, deep disappointment set 
in as we had gotten Saigon, Hawaii and Washington excited by a coming great 
leap in tactical COMSEC.  In the second week, however, we had an opportune 
break: we intercepted a pre-strike message released at minus 70 minutes; 
somebody in the TOCC had screwed-up.  We wrote that one up as a 
Transmission Security Analysis Report and sent it to a long list of addressees at 
IMMEDIATE precedence. 
 
I personally walked the TSAR over to the TOCC Director and we had an 
unhappy discussion in which I revealed my disappointment at listening to his 
controllers circumvent the process.  I asked the director if it might not be useful 
to bring the subject up with the Chief of Staff but he didn’t think that was a good 
idea and said he’d redirect the controllers, making sure they knew Security 
Service was listening.  Over the next few days, we monitored a good effort 
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among various controllers.  Day by day, the number of encoded messages rose 
and increases in proficiency were obvious.  There were still some confusion and 
some errors, including a pretty bad one that was blamed (although not 
confirmed) for a friendly fire incident that I feel guilty about to this day.  But 
between Thanksgiving and Christmas 1966, a captured hand-written document 
came in from a destroyed enemy position that listed the frequency and call signs 
of a Da Nang fighter squadron, followed by code groups carefully transcribed by 
an enemy intercept operator in the phonetic alphabet he had heard but could not 
understand. 
 
By the early part of 1967, the use of the code was routine.  Very likely, new 
controllers were told during first-day orientation that using the code was part of 
the job and so presented less resistance.  Nevertheless, we still issued occasional 
TSARs.  The high point came in February 1967.  A target and bombs on target 
time were revealed in a plaintext message almost two hours in advance.  The 
TOCC’s response to our TSAR noted that the tasked squadron at Phan Rang AB 
had already rejected the mission because of the compromise.  From then 
forward, the TOCC self-policed itself by either canceling or rescheduling 
prematurely compromised strikes.  (Detachment 5, 6922nd Security Wing won 
an Air Force Outstanding Unit Award for 1967.) 
*************************************************************** 

Historical Ramblings – Marks AFB, AK 
//Posted on RollCall Website by Dayton Barney (FTVA member)- Jan 14,2008// 
 
When the war broke out in Korea in 1950, USAFSS 
had not yet gotten its feet on the ground.  Most of 
the men had been recruited from other units, or 
trained as we linguists were, then thrown together in 
a hurry into an intelligence unit. 
The 3rd RSM was initially established in temporary 
quarters which were put together in a hurry on the 
edge of Elmendorf AFB.  All of the buildings were 
Quonset huts with about six inches of insulation on 
the inside.  The first men assigned to 3rd RSM, 
including linguist CW operators, crypto people of 
all types were put to work as casual labor to 
assemble the huts, and to fence the area.           

   Dayton at Marks AFB     
Marks AFB is no longer in existence.  It had been built at Nome, AK during 
WWII.  Marks at one time had a US Navy weather station operating there.  The 
building that had housed the Navy was empty in the fall of 1950.  An evaluation 
team made up of people from the ASA and the Air Force decided that it would 
make a passable site for a detachment from 3rd RSM.  I am not sure if they were 
able to get any of the equipment to the site before the Bering froze, but I do 
know that in the winter, the equipment and all the personnel were brought in by 
air.  C-47s and C-54s were the transport aircraft of the day.  The runway at 
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“The Priory “ 

 
Memories of the 6950th Unit at Chicksands, U.K. 

 
The Priory at Chicksands was established around 1150 AD but was eventually 
dissolved by Henry VIII in 1538 and sold by him in 1540 to a London grocer, 
Richard Snowe.  The elder Snowe’s son Daniel leased it and then bequeathed it 
to the Osborn family in 1576.  It remained in the Osborn family for over 350 
years until 1936 when it became the property of the Crown and fulfilled an 
important mission during the Second World War as “RAF Chicksands.”  From 
1950-1995 it was used by the USAF.    The Priory was restored from 1997-98 
and is now “lived in” after a break of twenty-seven years.  The following photos 
and individual accounts of recollections of The Priory are shared on the My 
Family Roll Call web site. 
 

 

The “Old” Priory at Chicksands c.1966 
 

Photos Posted By: Skip Kimbrow 
Date Taken:  November 1966 

Description: Wintery day view of Chicksands Priory 
"The Friends of the Chicksands Priory" site has information about its history.  Go to: 

http://www.chicksandspriory.co.uk/index.html 
Owner: D. Kimbrow 



Remain In Touch March 2009 

28 

6918th Scty Gp, Hakata Japan 

The 1970 - 1971 Hakata Rockets Football Team 
Back Row-L to R: Unk, Doug Hardeman, Unk, Unk, Bill Bagby, Bob Gourley, 
Ukn, Ukn , Colefield, Ukn, Ukn, Bama  
Middle Row-L to R: Ukn, Ron Gilbert, Fred Corsi, Joe Ruffalo, Ukn, Matt 
Saddler, Ukn, James E Miller (became Brigadier General), Ukn 
Front Row-L to R: Oly Harrison, Steve Emery, Gillette, Joe Skoskie, Chuck 
Welner, Rod Teuscher,  Ukn, Ukn. 
 
//Oly Harrison// Gang, Many of these guys went on to Misawa or had previously 
served there.  We had some very good athletes on this team.  This Hakata Rocket 
team won the Southern Japan Inter-service football championship.  Doug 
Hardeman was a 203 from Texas and was our best all-around football player.  
Fred Corsi from Ohio excelled at baseball, football, and basketball.  Joe Ruffalo 
was one tough guy, he became an USAF officer.  Jim "Killer" Miller (FTVA 
member) and Bill Bagby were 1Lt/Flt Commanders.  Joe Skoskie was our 
anchor at Center.  Rod Teuscher (FTVA member) was probably the fastest guys 
on the team, he played WR and DB.  Chuck was the QB, he could run AND 
pass.  Not in the picture was RB Len Dowdell who had a son that played in the 
NFL, KC Chiefs, I think.  Miller was a USAFA grad who went on to make Gen 
and was USAFSS/ESC Commander in the late 90's.  Back then, the guys got on 
Miller's back, accusing him of dating dependant HS girls when “Miss Vickie” 
showed up at the games.  Later, we learned that Miss Vickie was Mike’s wife 
(haha).  .My son Lou (C-Flt Cmdr) met BGen James Miller in the late 90's and 
told the Gen that I had retired and was a cop.  The Gen said, "I remember your 
dad, that figures".  I wonder how many of these guys played for or against BJ 
Cook (FTVA Member) in the 70s?  // Roll Call Web site extract// 
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Marks was barely long enough for them to land.  In the dead of winter, with a 
40-50 mile-an-hour crosswind, it was a fun ride crabbing into the wind, then 
snapping around just after you aligned with the runway and set down as tight to 
the end of it as possible.  A little like doing a pirouette as you step into a hole. 
The old navy building was an H-shaped structure fenced in for security and the 
main entrance to the building acted as the gate into the compound.  Once inside, 
the southeast and southwest legs of the H were billeting on the east and a 
recreation room on the west.  Across the bar of the H was the latrine and 
laundry.  The northwest leg of the H housed our supply and radio repair; the 
northeast leg had the orderly room, 
CO’s office and AP desk with access 
beyond that into the ops area.  First 
room was the intercept area with two 
Collins 51J’s (precursor to R390) at 
each position:  two voice, two CW 
positions and farther back on the East 
end was the teletype/cryptologist area.  
A remote DF station, with hard-line 
voice communications was located a 
few miles out in the tundra. 
A Capt Moody led the first contingent of men assigned to Detachment B in 
about Nov of 1950.  Linguists had come from Brooks by way of Elmendorf; 
CW-types from 3rd RSM Det A, which at that time was at Adak, Alaska; others 
came from schools like Keesler.  Cooks, bakers, motor pool men, radio repair, 
AP’s, CW, linguists, DF operators, Teletype operators, cryptologist all with 
security clearances, and all thrown together in a period of just a few days.  None 
had ever really done what we were setting out to do, but we were set up and told 
to “MAKE IT HAPPEN".  Non operational men were blended into the base 
contingent at Marks.  They lived with us, but did not have the "Need to Know" 
for most of what was going on.  In those days, USAFSS chose not to allow 
shoulder patches, and we didn't tell anyone what we did.  I don't believe that the 
regular base personnel ever knew what was going on, although they harassed our 

people quite a bit for being so secretive.  Marks 
AFB was already set to be turned back over to in 
1952, so we were operating there only until more 
suitable arrangements could be made. 
Morris & Knudsen was building our future site at 
St. Lawrence Island by the end of my stay at 
Nome in 1951, and I understand that it went into 
operation some time in 1952.  Marks AFB was 
done away with and eventually became Nome 
airport.  For the few of us that were there then, its 
memory will soon be gone from oral history 
altogether.  You can Google "Marks AFB" and 
find a little more about its history, if you’d like. 
//Dayton Barney, Las Vegas, NV// 
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6924th Guidon At The Wall 

Veterans Day November 11th, 2008 – A Presentation of Colors 
(Terry Kearney and Bobby Edwards ) 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
(Left )  Mike Gilkerson with 6924th Guidon and 
Streamers at the Sept. 2008 Reunion in Tuscon, 
Arizona.   

 
On Veterans' Day, Members of 
the 6924th Heritage 
Association -presented the 
6924SS's Guidon, with the 
Squadron's 32 award, 
decoration, and USAF 
campaign streamers, to honor 
the Memory of our Brother 
Tiger, A1C Paul Wayne 
Anthony, KIA at Da Nang, on 
8 April 1970.  The 
presentation occurred close to 
the engraving of Paul's name 
on The Wall and included the 
attachment of a special, 33d 
streamer: our Memorial to 
Paul Anthony. 
 
I recalled that our flag pulls together all the experiences, past and present, of all 
our troops – as much as The  Vietnam Memorial pulls together all who served in 
Southeast Asia.  It was time for these two icons to come together.  So, regardless 
what a bit of rain or snow might do to the flag or streamers, our Guidon flew 
proudly beside The Wall on Veterans’ Day.” 
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Roger Polk, Terry Kearney, and Bobby Edwards presenting the 6924th  Unit 
Guidon Colors at The Wall on Veteran’s Day. The black streamer is for Paul 
Wayne Anthony, KIA April 8th, 1970. 

 
Bobby Edwards, who participated in the presentation, took the pictures and 
wrote the following: 
The guidon/colors project was conceived by Terry Kearney. Through much 
research and effort, Terry worked with a flag company to duplicate the 
recognition of the unit's awards with streamers recreating the accomplishments 
of the 6924th’s proud history.  The 6924th guidon and streamers were introduced 
at the 6924th reunion at Tucson in September.  At that time, Terry pledged to 
take the guidon to The Wall and to recognize our fallen brother, Paul W. 
Anthony.  
  

On VETERAN'S Day, 
November 11th, 2008, I had 
the opportunity to spend some 
time with the Major and to 
record the event in photos.  I 
am awed by his love for the 
6924th and his continued 
dedication to the preservation 
of it's memory. I Salute his 
efforts to preserve our history 
and to honor a fallen brother. 
//Bobby Edwards// 

 


