
 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

N
O

N
-P

R
O

F
IT

 
O

R
G

A
N

IZ
A

T
IO

N
 

U
.S

. P
O

S
T

A
G

E
 

P
A

ID
 

S
A

N
 A

N
T

O
N

IO
, T

X
 

P
E

R
M

IT
 N

O
. 1

00
1 

F
R

E
E

D
O

M
 T

H
R

O
U

G
H

 V
IG

IL
A

N
C

E
 

A
S

S
O

C
IA

T
IO

N
 

P
.O

. B
O

X
 6

91
61

6 
S

A
N

 A
N

T
O

N
IO

, T
X

 7
82

69
-1

61
6 

VOLUME XXVIII NUMBER 4                                                   December 2009 

�����������������
�����������������
�����������������	
��
�

�
�

 
 

FREEDOM THROUGH VIGILANCE 
ASSOCIATION 

 

2009 Annual Reunion Issue 
 
 



FTVA OFFICERS AND DIRECTORS 
 

        Executive Board 
Lee Anthony .........................................................................................President 
Ron Haygood .................................................................................Vice President 
Bob Cope ...............................................................................................Treasurer 
Loran (Phred) Sevening ........................................................................  Secretary 
Chris Cook ..................................................................  Immediate Past president 
 

Directors 
Open……..…………………………………………………………….. History 
Bob Baert..................................................................   Membership/Web Support 
Ken O’Neal.................................................................... ...Membership Chairman 
Dennis “Rass” Rassmussen................................................................. Newsletter 
Jim McLendon ......................................................................... Official Activities 
Ken Williams ............................................................................. Social Chairman 
Joseph Hurst ...............................................................................................Sports 
AJ Harrison................................................................................ Picnic Chairman 
Gary O’Shaughnessy ................................... President, National Capital Chapter 
J.J. Graham ...............................................................President, Heritage Chapter 
John Toillion.................................................................President, Aloha Chapter 
Richard Sacchetti ...............................................President Gold Country Chapter 

 
Directors Emeritus 

Bill Ballard .....................................................................................Hall of Honor 
Grover McMakin ....................................................................... Social Chairman 
Dan D’Apolito .....................................................................................Newsletter 

 
Standing Committee Chairpersons 

Bob Sherwood (Chairman) .............................................................Hall of Honor 
Douglas Holden ........................................................................Special Activities 

 
AF ISR Agency Advisory Members 

Col “Hank” Toussaint ....................................................... Senior Liaison Officer 
Maj Marcos Garcia ............................................................ Reunion Coordinator 
Wayne Amann ....................................................................... AFISR Agency/PA 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 

 

Newsletter Editor 
Dennis “Rass” Rassmussen 

9511 Aqua Verde  Helotes, TX  78023 
Ph   (210) 695-1334 

E-Mail:   newsletter@ftva.org 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 

PLEASE USE 
THIS 

APPLICATION 
FOR CHANGE 
OF ADDRESS 

OR 
LIFETIME 

MEMBERSHIP 

OR 
PASS IT ON 

TO A PERSON 
ELIGIBLE 

FOR 
MEMBERSHP 

Age - Life 
Membership Rates �

���������	
������ ��
�
����
 ��������������� ��
�
����� ��������������� ���
�
����
 ��������������� �����

���� ��������������� �����

��

 ��������������� ���
�
���
� ��������������� �����
����
 ��������������� �����
����� ��������������� ���
�
����
 ��������������� ��
��
����������	
��������
  



Remain In Touch December 2009 

60 

FREEDOM THROUGH VIGILANCE ASSOCIATION  
 

PLATINUM PARTNERS  
SAIC  

Trofholz Technologies, Inc 
 

GOLD PARTNERS 
Prop Wash Gang 

L-3 Communications (Greenville) 
Security Service Federal Credit Union 

Air Force Federal Credit Union 
Mrs. Doyle Larson 
USAFSS Roll Call 
“Picnic Partners” 

Booz Allen Hamilton 
 

SILVER PARTNERS 
Freedom Through Vigilance Association 

Grover Jackson 
Arrowhead Electric Service 
To The Penny Tax Services 

 
BRONZE PARTNERS 

Grover McMakin 
Bob Cope 

Donald Bundy 
Fisher House, Inc 

Jerry McKenna, Sculptor 
6924th Heritage Association 

Anthony F. Jensen 
William F. (Bill) Sheck 

Berlin Island Association 
Alamo Mailing Company 

Lee and Jen Anthony 
Milton Driggers 

Tom Holden 
 

PATRON PARTNERS 
Francis R. (Frank)  Sabourin 

John J. (Jack) Riedel 
Stanfield Systems, Inc. 

Thomas H. Tennant 
James Mayer 

KV Coins 
Gregory C. Radabaugh 

Howard Bunton 
Richard P. Cheney 

VFW Chestnut Hill Post No. 5205 Philadelphia, PA 
Curtis E. Chaffin, Jr. 

 

Remain In Touch December 2009 

1 

 
 
 
 

Dear FTVA Members, 
 
As I assume the role of FTVA president and 2009 draws to a 
close, let us briefly reflect on recent activities and ensure 
some well-deserving people are recognized for their 
contributions to our association.  First and foremost, all of us 
are indebted to Chris Cook, not just for his tenure as FTVA 

President, but his long-term commitment to the association’s membership and 
the Air Force ISR Agency.  Chris’ leadership resulted in enhanced membership 
involvement, participation, and support to the Agency, and subsequently 
strengthened both organizations.  He’s charted a great course to the future, and 
I’m deeply obliged and grateful for the personal assistance during this transition.  
Chris, you left large shoes to fill! 
The AF ISR Agency’s support for our recent reunion was absolutely superb!  
From the opening tee shot of the golf tournament to Major General Heithold’s 
inspirational speech at the banquet, we shared laughs, celebrated friendships, 
shed tears for the personal sacrifices of others, and bridged generation gaps 
across 61 years of the AF ISR Agency and her predecessor organizations.  The 
Agency’s Anniversary Events Project Manager, Major Marcos Garcia, led an 
aggressive and responsive team that worked with our FTVA reunion stalwarts to 
deliver another first-class weekend.  The celebration would’ve been impossible 
without the tremendous support of Major General Heithold, Colonel Hank 
Toussaint (AFISRA/FTVA Liaison), and the efforts of Major Garcia’s team.  
We owe continued thanks to all the military and civilian members who 
contribute so much to make this annual reunion such a rewarding and 
meaningful event. 
Though bittersweet, it was our honor to actively participate in the RF-4 
Dedication Ceremony honoring Maj Gen Worley and Colonel Brodman.  It was 
equally humbling to recognize the late 1Lt Roslyn Schulte during the 
Remembrance Ceremony and acknowledge her contributions to our nation.  
We’re grateful for the families of these three warriors, whose attendance and 
participation added a special reverence to the weekend’s activities.  
Finally, the 2009 Hall of Honor Induction Ceremony enshrined four 
consummate professionals, Colonel-Ret Andy Leech, CMSgt-Ret Charley King, 
CMSgt-Ret Larry Mills, and Mr. Steve August.  There are no simple words to 
describe their immense contributions to our agency and nation.  Please join me 
in congratulating these most-deserving individuals on their selection and 
induction into the Hall of Honor.   
Our association is strong.  The dedication and stewardship of the officers, 
directors, committees, and volunteers is incredible, and I rapidly discovered that 
the commitment of the various FTVA chapters is equally vibrant.  As is our 
heritage, we are comprised of small, disparate numbers who create large, 

The President’s Corner 
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positive effects—this is best evidenced by over $260,000 contributed to 
command programs since inception.  It goes without saying that this strength is a 
result of your membership and participation.  We need each of you to remain 
proactive, encourage new membership, document our rich heritage, and most 
importantly…REMAIN IN TOUCH! 

Sincerely, 
            ������������	�
*************************************************** *********** 

 
 
 

 
Dear Members,        

This newsletter thrives on your feedback and depends on access to open 
unit website exchanges.  I want to thank those members who provided their input 
to this annual reunion issue.  In particular, Perry Bullard for pictures from the 
Annual Reunion; George Welch for the bibliography and Bruce Holliman who 
generously donated his full “stash” of RIT issues dating back to Jan 1985 for our 
history files.  Dap continues to compile and organize all the obituaries found in 
our Fallen Eagles section each quarter…no small feat.  In this issue, you will 
find photos and highlights from various chapter activities, ISR, alumni unit and 
mini reunions as well as other FTVA celebrations in San Antonio!  Our very best 
wishes to you and yours during the many upcoming end-of-year holidays!! 
      Sincerely,   

        “Rass” Rassmussen 
 

 
 
 
    
Information in the form of letters, notes, fax, e-mail, or by phone is accepted 
as true and factual.  In order to include as much information as possible, some 
of it may be edited for brevity or may be delayed for later publication.  
Publishing of any article or notice in this Newsletter does not assure accuracy 
or endorsement by the Association or Agency. 
*************************************************** ************* 
 

 
“Hello.  This is your FTVA 
Newsletter’s 24-hour Remain In Touch 
hotline.  We’re here to serve you from 
10 am to 2 pm Monday, Wednesday and 
Friday!!” 
 
 

 

From The Editor’s Desk 

Editor’s Disclaimer 
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REUNITED  
 

Ron Kriegel & Frank Budelman were 
stationed together at the 6981st in Alaska 
during the '50s.  In 1958 Frank PCS'd to 
Chicksands in England and some months 
later, Ron departed for the 6911th in 
Darmstadt, Germany; they would not see 
each other again for more than half a 
century! In late October, Frank and his wife 
Betsy traveled from New Hampshire to 

Michigan to attend a family wedding.  From there they drove south to Lake 
Petersburg, IL for an overnight reunion with Ron and his wife, Twylla.  The visit 
spawned many shared memories of people and events.  While the ladies slipped 
off to bed at a more reasonable hour, Frank and Ron continued reminiscing until 
2:00 a.m.!  Mid-day, the Budelman's departed for their next stop, Branson, MO.  
This long-delayed reunion of "brothers" is yet another testament to the 
cohesiveness of personnel within USAFSS and it's successor agencies.  "RIT - 
REMAIN IN TOUCH!"                                             Ron Kriegel (FTVA Member) 
*************************************************** *************  

 
 

MAY THE FTVA FAMILY 
AROUND THE WORLD ENJOY 
THE BLESSINGS OF HEALTH 
AND HAPPINESS DURING 
THIS HOLIDAY SEASON AND 
THROUGHOUT 2010! 
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“APO 73 • Who Turned Out The Lights At Shiroi, Japan?”  
Received from Ric C. Smith, Sr.  

FTVA Life Member 
 

“APO 73 • Who turned out the lights at Shlroi, Japan?”  was a query posted 3-4 
years ago in the Remain In Touch newsletter.  What a fun search that query 
generated with a great bunch of former 6902 Scty Gp guys and other historians.  
 
It happened that Flight E of the 6920th Scty Gp was one of the first units 
assigned to Shiroi in 1ate1953 after the Americans took over the base from the 
Japanese.  Also, Flight A 64th RSM was relocated there in late 1953.  April 1954 
saw the 6920 Scty Gp (later the 6920 Scty Wg) moved there from Johnson AFB.  
In June, 1954, the 6902 Sqdn relocated from Kelly AFB in TDY status, then 
later was permanently assigned as 6902 Scty Comm Gp.  In late 1964, the 6004 
Intel Ops Sqdn was added upstairs in the main building next to the Weather 
(WX) room. 
 
In January 1959, Co!. Dwight Bonln took over as joint commander of both the 
6922 RGM and 6902 Scty Gp from Col. Boudreau who remained thru March of 
1959 as I have his picture with our Pistol Team in February.  The General Order 
#41 history presented a “muddy picture" of the move from Shlroi to Kadena 
AFB, Okinawa with personnel simultaneously reassigned to the 6918th RSM 
(Brady), 6925 RSM (Clark), 6927 RSM (Onna Point), 6929 RSM (Osan Sklvvy 
Nine) and 6987 RSM (Shu Lin Kou) throughout the summer of 1959.  
 
Shiroi was finally set for cIosing (Amended Order #41 dtd 20 OCT 1959).  Then 
on 25 OCT 1959 three convoys of three buses each trundled down the rice 
paddies of Mutsumi, Goko and Matsudo to Tokyo.  Nary a dry eye was seen on 
any of those buses.  Gene Hyden simply said, "We shut off the lights, locked the 
gate. and handed the keys to the Japanese SDF (Self Defense Forces)". Shiroi 
was renamed Shimofusa, Katori District, Chiba Prefecture.  
On March 27, 2006, the towns of Shimofusa and Taiei were merged into the city 
of Narita, Chiba Prefecture.   
 
Thanks to all who helped on this project.   
 
PS.  Does anyone out there have a copy, photo, or plaque of our 6902 SCG 
emblem/patch/crest ?  Several have mentioned a white shield with a yellow 
lightning bolt running top right to bottom left.  A big yellow and black 
bumblebee or large wasp was in the center over the bolt.  I do not have my 
shooting jacket anymore (it did not last 50 years) and the baseball or softball 
team had the same logo. Please post your response on site or write, I am listed on 
our FVTA Directory.  Thanks again for all the help recalling our history in 
Japan.            

         Ric Smith 
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“THE CHIEF” 
 - Fifty Years of Leadership, Tradition, and Pride 

 
1 Dec 2009 is the 50th anniversary of the rank of Chief 

Master Sergeant.   When the Career Compensation Act 
of 1958 was enacted, Air Force officials grouped all 
career fields into one of three categories (highly 
technical, technical, or non-technical). There were about 

58,000 Master Sergeants in the first group of eligibles to select from. On 
September 1, 1958, 3400 were selected for promotion to E8, Senior Master 
Sergeant.   
The rank of “chief” remains the most respected enlisted rank in today’s Air 
Force.  On December 1 of this year, there will be numerous celebrations for 50 
years of this prestigious enlisted grade. Two such celebrations are at Barksdale 
AFB, LA and at Wright-Patterson AFB, OH. For further information, you can 
contact CMSgt (Retired) Jim Flaschenreim at FLASCHME@AOL.COM for 
Barksdale events or CMSgt (Retired) Jim Anderson at 
ANDERSJA@CLEARWIRE.NET for Wright-Patterson events. 

Best Regards, 
Alan R. Dowling, CMSgt (R) (FTVA Life Member) 

 
//Following extracted from Wikipedia// 
Until the Career Compensation Act of 1958, MSgt (E-7) was the highest enlisted 
grade.  The services found themselves with a situation known as Grade 
suppression or promotion stagnation.  Congress created E-8 and E-9 to address 
this issue.  The law authorized the Services to promote 2% of its enlisted force to 
E-8 and 1% to E-9.  The Air Force was already in the process of phasing out the 
Warrant Officer Program; the last Air Force Warrant Officers were appointed 1n 

1959.  The Air Force 
assigned most of the 
duties fomerly performed 
by Warrant Officers to 
SMSgts and Chiefs -- but 
that was a Service 
decision; it was not the 
intent of the Career 
Compensation Act. 

 
The first Air Force promotions to Senior Master Sergeant occurred on 1 
September 1958; a second group was selected and advanced on 1 March 1960. 
Quotas, for the first time in Air Force history, were allocated by specific AFSC 
and selection boards were held at command level.  Up to this point, promotion 
boards were held at base level and all Airmen recommended for promotion for 
each rank specific competed against each other.  

Letters To The FTVA  
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The Air Force promoted the first Chief Master 
Sergeants on 1 December 1959. Command boards 
selected about 1700 for advancement from those 
promoted to E-8 in September 1958 and March 
1959, however, only about 620 were promoted to 
CMSgt on 1 December 1959  The promotion of the 
remainder was withheld until 1 June 1960 for 
budgetary reasons.  There were no line numbers for 
the first group of Chiefs promoted -- all those 
selected sewed CMSgt Chevrons on the same day.   
The first 620 Chiefs promoted on 1 Dec 1959 are often referred to as Charter 
Chiefs.  The original CMSgt chevron (6 "rockers down" and "two chevrons 
"up") was used from 1 Dec 1959 until the 1 Oct 1994 mandatory wear date for 
the current CMSgt chevron . 

//Ed Note// Our thanks to Chief (ret) Al Dowling for contributing this article// 
*************************************************** ************* 

 
 
 

 
It’s Dues Time!!!!!.  FTVA annual memberships run from January to December.  
So, if the label on this newsletter has the year “2009” after your name, it is time 
to send in your 2010 dues.  Please take some time and send us your 2010 
membership dues.  As a reminder, dues are now $20.00 per year, or $40.00 for 
two years.  Please mail it to: 
 
FREEDOM THROUGH VIGILANCE ASSOCIATION 
P.O. Box 691616 
San Antonio, Texas 78269-1616 

Bob Baert 
Membership Chairman 
membersupport@ftva.org 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

The Membership Corner 
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(20) SITE 18 
Author - Richard E. ("Dick") Waldron 
Military Service - USAFSS Veteran 
Category - Short Stories 
Synopsis - Life at a remote radar site during the Korean War & Cold War 
Setting - Wakkanai, Japan 
Order:  www.amazon.com/site-18-stories-remote-during/dp/0965659372 
 
(21) THESE GUYS: COLD WAR STORIES TOLD BY COLD WAR 
WARRIORS, 
Author - Trish Schiesser.(The sister of SSGT Phillip C Noland USAFSS, (RET). 
Military Service: - Phil was in USAFSS from 1951 to 1965) 
Category:  Nonfiction/Biographical 
Synopsis - The book is dedicated to Phil and his fellow comrades in USAFSS 
with vignettes of the lives of these silent warriors.  
Order: - Old Lieutenant Press at clara19126@msn.com. Also available from 
portengineerbob@msn.com.  
 
*************************************************** ************** 
 
 
 

“What A Thrill”  
 

On Sep 9, 2009 Lanny Abee (FTVA Member) checked off an item on his 
“bucket list” that he’s always wanted to do… to jump out of a perfectly good 

airplane!!  In the photo 
taken of his tandem 
skydive over San Marcos, 
TX you can see Lanny’s 
either really enjoying 
himself or screaming for 
help!!  When asked about 
the experience afterwards, 
Lanny said, “What a 
thrill!  I weighed in at 
230lbs, and if you weigh 
230lbs or more they 
charge you an extra 
$25.00. (249lbs was the 
limit).  I asked why? and 

got an answer I can't explain or understand, so I still don't really know why, but 
it was worth the extra money!!” 
 
 

BITS & BYTES 
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(15) IN THE VALE  
Author – John Hamm 
Military Service – Retired USAFSS and Federal Government 
Category – Fiction 
Synopsis – A Cold War Covert Operation Goes Awry 
Setting – Laos, Okinawa, Thailand, Philippines 
Order:  www.amazon.com/Vale-John-Hamm/dp/1604629053 
 
(16) A PICTORIAL REVIEW OF USAFSS, 1948-1973 
Author – Frank M. Whitacre 
Military:  Seeking information. 
Category – Nonfiction 
Subtitle – 25 Years of Vigilance 
Order:  (Seeking information on this book and authorship) 
 
(17) NOT QUITE AN ORDINARY LIFE 
Author - J. David Joyce 
Category – Biography 
Military Service - USAFSS, 1953-74 
Civilian Career - Internal Revenue Service, Accounting 
Subtitled - The Memories of an Ordinary Man Who Lived a Somewhat 
Extraordinary Life:  J. David Joyce - Served as an analyst with USAFSS in 
many places, including Alaska, Trabzon, Augsberg, Bremerhaven, Berlin, Nha 
Trang, San Vito & Darmstaat. 
Order:  http://joycebio.com 
 
(18) HONTO! 
Author – T. Wayne Babb 
Military Service - Chief MSgt (Retired); 30 years in USAFSS/ESC 
Civilian Career - 10 years Defense Intelligence Agency, CIA & NRC 
Category – Nonfiction 
Synopsis – Personal Experiences Of USAFSS Personnel Assigned To Misawa 
Japan As Compiled From Letters and On Line Exchanges. 
Setting - Misawa, Japan 
Subtitled - The Unofficial History of the USAFSS at Misawa, Japan 
Order:  www.booklocker.com/books/4030.html 
 
(19) BURNING AMBER 
Author - T. H. ("Tommy") Smart 
Military Service - 22 year AF Veteran; 5 Years as Morse System Operator 
(airborne recon) 
Civilian Career - Retired (20 Years) USPS Letter Carrier 
Category – Fiction 
Synopsis - Fictionalized Account Of A Reconnaissance Plane’s Disappearance 
Setting – Shemya & Eielson AFB, Alaska 
Order:  www.booklocker.com/books/4191.html 
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The Air Force Intelligence, Surveillance and Reconnaissance Agency together 
with the Freedom Through Vigilance Association, inducted four new members 
into the Hall of Honor during a ceremony held in the B. A. Larger Auditorium 
here Sept. 26th.  The Hall of Honor was created in 1983 to honor individuals 
who served with great personal 
distinction and contributed 
immeasurably to successful 
mission accomplishment.  The 
Hall of Honor preserves the 
legacy of those who have gone 
before, highlights their deeds, 
and honors their contributions 
to the nation.  This year's 
inductees: 
(Right L – R) Col (ret) Robert A. 
Leech, CMSgt (ret) Charley R King, 
CMSgt (ret) Larry E. Mills, and GG-14 
(ret) Steve D. August,. 
 
Mr. Steve D. August, GG-I4 (Ret)  

Internationally recognized as the "Godfather" of computer 
network defense intelligence, he distinguished himself by 
pioneering intelligence analysis methodologies 
throughout 27 years of federal service. He served 
admirably as chief of a nationally and internationally 
recognized information operations threat analysis 
organization. providing intelligence threat support to 
ongoing Air Force network operations, influence 
operations, and electronic warfare operations. Singularly 
responsible for establishing the strategic direction of all-
source intelligence reporting and developing products that 

identified hostile efforts to compromise, degrade, destroy, or deny access to Air 
Force computer systems and networks worldwide. His intelligence analysis 
processes became the Joint standards for the Department of Defense and our 
Commonwealth allies. Leading a team of internationally recognized network 
threat experts, he successfully analyzed serious DoD-level intrusions by 
national-level threat actors, and linked the threats to specific foreign threat 
assets. His analysis was so significant that it reached and was utilized by the 
White House National Security Council and senior policy advisors. As a 
consequence, he was selected by the National Intelligence Council to co-author a 
National Intelligence Estimate on a major threat country. No one in the United 
States Air Force matched his drive, vision and leadership to build the best 
computer network defense analytic effort in the world.  

FTVA HALL OF HONOR INDUCTIONS  
By Bob Sherwood 
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Chief Master Sergeant Charley R. King, USAF (Ret)  

The consummate airborne maintenance technician with 
a keen analytical mind and possessing innate 
leadership skills. Dedicated, loyal and highly effective 
whether flying and supporting Peacetime Aerial 
Reconnaissance Program (PARPRO) flights; flying 
and supporting C-130B operations during the Turkish 
invasion of Cyprus; flying and maintaining the RC-
130B in support of the initial bombing campaign in 
South Vietnam; flying and supporting the EC-47 
Aerial Reconnaissance and Direction Finding missions 
during the Vietnam War; or, by saving USAF monies 

by de-modification of the STRAWBRIDGE C-130 aircraft to support national 
agencies. Possessing unsurpassed technical, managerial and leadership skills, he 
never experienced an in-flight abort due to failure of his equipment - his end of 
mission signature was "RTB - Code One - Mission Successful." He accumulated 
over 4,000 hours of flying time, of which 755 were combat hours. A highly-
skilled maintenance technician and a dynamic, inspiring leader, he concluded his 
stellar career as the Wing Senior Enlisted Advisor at Goodfellow Air Force 
Base, Texas.  
 
*************************************************** ************* 
Colonel Robert A. Leech, USAF (Ret) 

By any measure, an inspirational leader and judicious 
manager who earned the reputation of successfully 
meeting every challenge and getting the job done under 
adverse conditions. Reliable and effective, he was given 
difficult jobs as operations officer and commander at 
tough units and excelled. Routinely lauded for his calm 
and rational demeanor, professionalism and motivation. 
Known for his unorthodox, "out of the box" thinking and 
thoughtful decision-making. Highly respected by the 
troops for his enthusiasm, compassion, and personal 
concern for their professional/career development. 

Excelled at working with other services and national agencies - persuasive, 
credible and goal oriented - disproved nay sayers regarding US/UK combined 
operations and the Medina Regional SIGINT Operations Center.  Major General 
Minihan stated, "Andy has been a godsend .... He roared off down the track and 
has performed 'miracles' with regularity - to include convincing the Director of 
the National Security Agency to dramatically expand Medina's [MRSOC] 
mission." Singled out and praised by the Chairman of the House Permanent 
Select Committee for Intelligence for harnessing national systems and 
leveraging their capabilities to meet the needs of war-fighting Commands. He 
leads from the front and gets the job done!!!  
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(9) THE EC-47 EXPERIENCE 
Author – James C. Wheeler 
Military Service - USAFSS; MSgt. (Retired) 
Category – Nonfiction; Contains 80 photos 
Synopsis – History of USAFSS efforts in SEA 
Order:  www.ec47.com 
 
(10) INSOMNIA MIMATSU  
Author – George Welch 
Military Service - Morse Intercept Operator, USAFSS, 1964-68 
Category – Fiction 
Setting – Lackland, Keesler, Misawa, Wakkanai 
Order:  www.booklocker.com/books/3263.html 
 
(11) INTELLIGENCE FAILURES AND DECENT INTERVALS  
Author – P.G. Kivett 
Military Service - USAFSS (Retired) 
Category – Nonfiction 
Synopsis – Analysis of intelligence successes and failures 
www.amazon.com/Intelligence-Failures-Decent-Intervals-squire/dp/1420893548 
 
(12) THE RAVENWORKS SANCTION  
Author – Bill Person 
Military Service - Captain (pilot) USAF, AFROTC, USAFSS 
Category – Fiction 
Synopsis – Story of a highly secretive CIA “Black” operation 
Order:  www.amazon.com/Ravenworks-Sanction-Bill-Person/dp/1594574898 
 
(13) INVISIBLE HERO  
Author – Peter Hess 
Military Service – USAFSS 
Category – Fiction 
Synopsis – The character “Gohan” is stationed at Okinawa 1959-60 
Setting – Okinawa and Laos during early days of U.S. SEA involvement 
Order:  www.amazon.com/Invisible-Hero-Peter-Hess/dp/1591856639 
 
(14) BETWEEN THE MOUNTAIN AND THE SKY  
Author – Raul A. “Sandy” Sandoval 
Military Service –  28 years U.S. Air Force Security Service 
Civilian Career –  17 years in aerospace industry 
Footnote – Flew combat missions with Iranian AF against Iraq in 1970s 
Category – Fiction 
Synopsis – Story of the experiences of Roberto “Alic” Alicante 
Setting – Korea, Vietnam, Japan, Cold War Era 
 www.amazon.com/Between-Mountain-Sky-Raul-Sandoval/dp/141340474X 
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(3) EFFECTS OF THE MAGNETIC NORTH POLE  
Author – Ralph McDonald 
Military Service - Communications Intelligence, USAFSS, Late 1950s 
Civilian Career - Computer data processing 
Category – Fiction 
Setting – Bremerhaven, Germany 
“Dedicated to the men & women who served in silence” (author) 
Order:  www.booklocker.com/books/1538.html 
 
(4) NORTH OF KNOXVILLE – SOUTH OF ATLANTA  
Author – T. Wayne Babb 
Military Service - Chief MSgt (Retired); 30 years in USAFSS/ESC 
Civilian Career - 10 years Defense Intelligence Agency, CIA & NRC 
Category – Autobiography 
Setting – Lackland, Goodfellow, Misawa, Wakkanai 
Order:  www.booklocker.com/books/1913.html 
 
(5) A TIGER BY THE TAIL  
Author – T. Wayne Babb 
Military Service - Chief MSgt (Retired); 30 years in USAFSS/ESC 
Category – Autobiography 
Setting – 6924 Sec. Sq. Ramasun AS, Thailand 
Order:  www.booklocker.com/books/2852.html 
 
(6) CRITIC MAKERS  
Author – Bill Person 
Military Service - Captain (pilot) USAF, AFROTC, USAFSS 
Category – Nonfiction 
Synopsis – History of the IRONWORKS Incident 
w Order:  ww.amazon.com/Critic-Makers-Bill-Persons/dp/1591097932 
 
(7) A CONTINUING LEGACY: USAFSS TO ISR Agency 1948-2009 
Authors – Harold Myers & Gabriel Marshall 
Category – Nonfiction 
Synopsis –  Command History Update Published by AFISR History Office  
Order:  (See Related Article Above In This Newsletter for POC information) 
 
 (8) COLD WAR IN A COLD PLACE 
Author – Jerry Hanks 
Military Service – USAFSS 
Category – Nonfiction 
Setting – 511th AC&W Grp in Japan, 1946-60 
Order:  www.amazon.com/Cold-War-Place-Jerry-Hanks/dp/0741427079 
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Chief Master Sergeant Larry E. Mills, USAF (Ret)  

A genuine war hero and highly-decorated combat veteran 
who amassed 9,894 flying hours, including 6,813 combat 
hours, on the EC-47, RC-130 and RC-135 aircraft; and, 
was awarded the Distinguished Flying Cross, 33 Air 
Medals and the Vietnam Service Medal with all 17 
campaign stars. Recognized as one of the very best 
Vietnamese linguists in the USAF, he was selected by-
name to fly a Secretary of Defense directed combat 
mission in support of Operation Bolo (one of the most 
successful combat ruses of all time) and was hand picked 

to fly a sensitive mission in support of the Son Tay Raid to rescue Americans 
held captive in North Vietnam. Further, he was selected by the Department of 
Defense and Department of State to travel to numerous locations throughout 
Europe and interview Vietnamese refugees and immigrants to obtain information 
on possible American POW/MIA personnel considered to be left behind 
following the Vietnam War. His efforts in this regard directly resulted in the 
location of key crash sites where remains were recovered and repatriated. He set 
the standard by incredibly maintaining Category IV operator and transcriber 
ratings throughout his career and concluded his service in leadership positions of 
great responsibility as Operations Superintendent and Senior Enlisted Advisor.  
 
*************************************************** ************* 
 
 
 
//Ed Note//  Many of you know HOH member CMSgt (ret) Henry “Hank” 
Conners.  Hank is a former FTVA BOD member and previously was FTVA 
president (1992-94). Joe Bissett reports that over the past few months, Hank 
spent a prolonged period in intensive care with follow up at WHMC and as of 
this printing was at a private facility on I-10 in San Antonio.  .// 
 
From: Joe Bissett  (FTVA Member) 
Subject: Hank Connors in WHMC ICU Date: Sun, 04 Oct 2009  
 
Yesterday evening Kathy (Hank's daughter) kindly arranged a few moments for 
me with Hank.  His kidney functions are arrested, so among all of the other trials 
he faces, dialysis is now among them. Kathy, bless her heart, has made sure that 
"the Chief" receives proper respect from the civilian ICU day workers.  Since I 
never flew or served with Hank, except at the HQs, I heard all his war stories 
second hand, thanks to some members of the Prop Wash Gang.  Hank’s 
prognosis is guardedly optimistic, based on the "improvement" that has taken 
place where none was initially expected. 
 
 

BEDSIDE MATTERS 
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Subject: Hank Connors F/U Date: Fri, 09 Oct 2009 
From: Joe Bissett  
The nurse told me that she had tried to communicate with Hank earlier, but that 
he had not responded to her.  She told me that they had the breathing apparatus 
removed in the morning, but that it had been put back for the night.  I guess they 
want to wean him off it slowly.  No indication that the previous reports of a slow 
recovery had met any obstacles, so I was cheered by that. 
 

********** 
Hank Conners F/U Date: 18 Oct 2009 
What an improvement! !! He has the tracheotomy, so he now only has one small 
feeding tube to bug him.  He looks much, much better, as the swelling is slowly 
going down.  Hank is certainly not out of the woods.  Your visits (if local) will 
still make a great deal of difference, and of course prayers continue to be in 
order. 

********** 
Hank Conners F/U Date: Fri, 30 Oct 2009 
Hank has been moved to Kindred, a private facility at IH10 and Medical Drive 
and Kathy says she hopes Hank will improve now that he has been moved to a 
different facility.  There’s a chance the change will work to his advantage.   
 
In closing, Hanks’s fighting the good fight, but he doesn't need to battle alone. 
                In brotherhood,  Joe 
 
*************************************************** ************** 
 

 
 

 
Heritage Chapter, Goodfellow dedicates Sebers Hall 

by Ronald Graham, Chapter President 
 

8/27/2009-GOODFELLOW AFB, Texas -- Members of the 316th Training 
Squadron and the FTVA Heritage Chapter held a ceremony Friday, honoring an 
Air Force intelligence NCO for whom Building 519 is named. 
 

(Left)  Lt. Col. Erick Lawson, the 
316 TRS commander, and retired 
CMSgt Ed Bendinelli placed a 
shadow box with medals belonging 
to TSgt. Fred Sebers' on a wall 
inside Sebers Hall to complete the 
inside memorial to Sergeant 
Sebers, who died in Vietnam more 
than 40 years ago. 
 

FTVA CHAPTER REPORTS 
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A Bibliography of USAFSS Related Publications 

 
//Ed Note// During the past year, I have been asked to recommend or endorse 
various for profit publications in the RIT Newsletter.  Under our Constitution, 
the FTVA is organized and operated exclusively for non-profit purposes:  "The 
objectives of the Association are to foster continued awareness of the mission 
and accomplishments of the United States Air Force, in general, and of the 
United States Air Force Security Service and its successor organizations, in 
particular, and to provide Association members a forum for desirable social, 
educational, and humanitarian services." 
 
We are limited to non-profit initiatives which support FTVA objectives.  To 
continue to meet these objectives, we must avoid commercial activities which 
could cause us to lose our tax exempt status under the Internal Revenue Code 
and Texas statutes.  Promoting the sale of products for profit could have that 
result.  We applaud the literary efforts by both active duty and retired members 
of the USAF Intelligence services, but cannot advertise for them.  
 
Awhile ago, George “Granny” Welch (FTVA Member) posted a bibliography 
on-line (over various unit blogs).  Following is his compilation of books written 
by USAFSS veterans about their experiences and the work they were involved 
in.  With his permission, I have edited the list for the RIT newsletter.  . //Rass//  
 
Criteria for this list: Books about military intelligence written by USAFSS 
veterans or books about USAFSS history written by any author.  Therefore, Phil 
Kivett's book "The Trinity Coin" is not listed while his work "Intelligence 
Failures and Decent Intervals" is on the list.  Likewise, Wayne Babb's Civil War 
novel, "Born to be Brothers," does not meet this criteria whereas his other books 
are on the list. 
 
(1) THE PRICE OF VIGILANCE 
Author – Larry Tart & Robert Keefe 
Military Service - USAFSS (Retired) 
Category – Nonfiction 
Synopsis – Attacks on American Surveillance Flights 
Order:  www.amazon.com/Price-Vigilance-Larry-Tart/dp/0804119112 
 
(2) SKIVVY NINE 
Author – T. Wyman Beal (Thomas Wayne Babb pseudonym) 
Military Service - CMSgt (Retired); 30 years in USAFSS/ESC 
Civilian Career - 10 years Defense Intelligence Agency, CIA & NRC 
Category – Autobiography 
Setting – 6903 ESG, Osab AB, Korea 
Synopsis – Chronicle of experience as 6903 ESG Operations Superintendent 
Order:  www.booklocker.com/books/1710.html 
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his hobbies excelling in competitive acrobatic flying, wood working, painting, 
music, writing his memoirs, and contributing his interviews on Vietnam to Texas 
Tech University in Lubbock, TX.  It was Al's last wish that there be no flowers, 
cards, funeral service or memorial service. He requested that donations be 
made to a charity of one's choice. His last Hurrah was: God Bless America, 
Erin Go Braugh (Free Ireland), Help Russia and the Ukraine become 
Democratic, followed by God Help Us All. // Porter Loring Obit // 
*************************************************** ************* 

John W. Felt, former vice president of public relations of U S 
West and board member of the Denver Center for the 
Performing Arts, died Friday (25 JUL, 2008) at his home in 
Centennial after a bout with pneumonia. He was 76. After 
completing the Russian-language course at Syracuse 
University, John W. (Wallace/Wally) Felt served in 
Bremerhaven as a Russian language analyst on Easy Trick 
(straight mids) from Sep 54 until Feb 56.  He enlisted in the 

Air Force in 1952 and left active duty in 1956. In 1960, John earned a degree 
(English/Journalism) at the University of Missouri.  During the first 20 years of 
his career, he worked in public relations for Northwestern Bell in Omaha; then 
(after 1982) he worked for the newly-formed U.S. West Communications, Inc., 
based in Denver, Colorado as VP for public relations. He retired in 1988, several 
years before the company was acquired by Qwest.  John also was a board 
member of the Denver Center for Performing Arts from 1984 to 1992. // Arlan 
Trapp //  
 
*************************************************** *********** 

Chief Al MacManus was the Logistics Superintendent and 
Senior Enlisted Advisor at the 6917th at San Vito in the mid 
80s and moved to the 6911th at Hahn AB, Germany after Italy.  
Earlier in his career he spent at least a couple of assignments 
in AFTAC also.  He passed away over 2 years ago but the 

information doesn't seem to have gotten to his former co-workers and friends 
.//Joe Hurst // 
CMSgt (ret) Robert “Alan” MacManus , 67, of Jacksonville, Ark., formerly of 
Pawtucket, R.I., died unexpectedly May 3, 2007, at his daughter’s home in 
Medford. Born in Pawtucket, R.I., December 9, 1939 and raised in Rhode Island, 
he was the son of the late Robert G. and Claire E. (Bigoness) MacManus. Mr.  
MacManus was a 30-year veteran of the U.S. Air Force, serving in Teheran, 
Iran; San Vito, Italy; Luzon, Philippines; Hahn, Germany; and numerous sites 
throughout the United States.  He retired from Little Rock Air Force Base in 
1992. In recent years, he worked as director of the alternative education program 
in the Cabot School system. He was also a chief of the Cabot High School Junior 
Air Force ROTC program. //From Medford Massachusetts newspaper // 
  
*************************************************** ************* 
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"We need to make our new intelligence students aware of our intelligence 
pioneers, those men and women who laid the foundation for what we do today, 
said Chief Bendinelli, who also serves as the Heritage Chapter vice president. 
"It's important for them to know and understand the intelligence contributions 
made by these men and women. They have quite a legacy to live up to." 
 
Retired Air Force senior master sergeant Larry Ross agreed, noting that the 
accomplishments of enlisted intelligence troops like Sergeant Sebers could not 
be told for many years due to security considerations.  "Now, whenever possible, 
it's time to tell their story and give them the recognition they have earned," said 
Mr. Ross, who also serves as secretary/treasurer for the Heritage Chapter. 

 “JJ” Graham  Lt Col Lawson                           Ed Bendinelli      Larry Ross 
 
 Fred Sebers, an Everett, Wash., native, enlisted in the Navy at age 16 during 
World War II and manned a 50-caliber machine gun aboard a landing craft in 
Okinawa. Sergeant Sebers left the Navy after the war, but reenlisted in 1949 for 
four years before joining the Air Force as a parachute rigger and stunt jumper. 
After a few "close calls" in his initial Air Force specialty, Sergeant Sebers cross-
trained into the intelligence career field in 1959, becoming a communications 
analyst at Goodfellow. Ironically, his first assignment as a "202" (today's 1N4, 
Signals Intelligence Analyst specialty) took him back to Okinawa, which was a 
considerably more tranquil place than when he was there 15 years earlier. 
Following his Okinawa tour, Sergeant Sebers volunteered for an assignment in 
Taiwan before returning to Goodfellow in 1964 as a member of the 6948th 
Security Squadron.  During his assignment to Goodfellow, Sergeant Sebers 
learned the Air Force had developed a method of conducting radio direction-
finding operations from aircraft. Intrigued, Sergeant Sebers volunteered for this 
new mission, even though it meant going to Vietnam.  Arriving in Nha Trang, 
Republic of Vietnam, in the summer of 1967, Sergeant Sebers spent the next 
couple of months as an airborne communications analyst with Det 1, 6994th 
Security Squadron, flying specially modified EC-47 "Electric Goon" aircraft on 
the new and highly classified Airborne Radio Direction Finding missions.  
On the evening of Sept. 8, 1967, he and several friends were dining at the local 
NCO club when an enemy detonated a claymore mine near his table, mortally 
wounding Sebers and injuring many others. 
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Sergeant Sebers passed away Nov. 7 of that year, as a result of his wounds, 
leaving behind a wife (now deceased), a son, and two daughters. Sergeant 
Sebers' military decorations include a Purple Heart, an Air Medal, a National 
Defense Service Medal with a bronze service star, a World War II Victory 
Medal, an Asian-Pacific Campaign Medal, an American Campaign Medal, and 
an Army of Occupation Medal with Germany clasp. He also earned a Navy 
Occupation Service Medal, a Navy Good Conduct Medal, an Air Force Good 
Conduct Medal with three bronze loops, and a Vietnam Service Medal with a 
bronze service star. 

Retired Chief Master Sergeant 
Bendinelli (left) provided a brief 
history of the ARDF mission to 
the instructors and students who 
attended Friday's ceremony and 
encouraged them not to forget 
those  who gave their lives 
fulfilling the intelligence 
analysis mission. "Fred could 
have easily retired and not gone 
to Vietnam," the retired chief 
said. "But he saw this as 

something he had to do.  He said, 'I just couldn't leave with all this going on.  I 
thought I could help.' "I just hope we can instill the same dedication to duty and 
service to country in the students we have going through training today," he said. 
 

Remain in touch,     Larry 
*************************************************** ******* 

 
Gold Country Chapter, Yuba City, CA 

The Story of A1C Colton ReadContinues  
 
Last night, the wife and i attended a "Blue Star Mom's" function, with a sizable 
crowd filling one of the local football fields, in remembrance of those who lost 
their lives on 9/11/01. 
 
Although Airman Read has not lost his life, a Colonel, who was a speaker from 
Beale AFB, mentioned him and thanked our Community for the outpouring of 
support that was given, by the Community, to he and his family.  It was a very 
emotional speech.  Everyone in attendance was aware of A1C Read's situation. 
The Colonel, was given an impressive round of applause upon the completion of 
her speech. 
 
BTW: please keep me in the loop regarding how Airman Read is progressing, so 
I can pass it on to the members of the GCC. 
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Colleen Wiseley Pribil, age 83, passed away peacefully on August 8, 2009 in 
Hudson, WI. Colleen enjoyed a good shopping spree, dressing 
up and always looked her best. She was a member of the 
Gambling Gourmets of the Shrine Directors Staff, the Holy 
Spirit Women's Guild, and many other social groups. She is 
preceded in death by her husband Jack (Wiseley, CMSgt, 
USAF –Ret) // Obit // 
 

*************************************************** ************* 
Helen Henderson of the Misawa group provided the notice of 
individuals assigned to Misawa AB, Japan: who passed away 
recently. 
 

Goode, Timothy F.., A2C 292XX, 1960 – deceased May 27, 2009 per SSDI. 
Kletka, Richard C .A2C 293XX, 1958, deceased June 11, 2009 per son and 
SSDI. // Helen Henderson // 
*************************************************** *************  
 
ADDENDUM :  Received the following notices for Fallen Eagles who passed 
away in earlier years but had not yet been posted in the RIT Newsletter.//rass//. 
  
Allan J. Lavelle (born in Denver, CO on July 15, 1920) a proud second 

generation Irish-American had a long and distinguished 
military career as a Naval aviator and Air Force language 
intelligence officer passed away on Sunday, June 15, 2008.. 
After retirement from the military, he was recruited into the 
United States State Department and became Director of 
Refugees and War Victims.  He served on staff of the famous 
John Paul Vann in Southeast Asia working in Vietnam, Laos, 
and Cambodia.  He received many commendations for Valor 

& Distinguished Service for his work with refugees and war victims, especially 
for his work with the Montagnards of Vietnam. Returning from Vietnam, 
Lavelle became an educator teaching languages and world history for 23 years at 
Roosevelt High School and at the Junior College level. He was one of only three 
U.S. teachers selected to teach in the then Soviet Union during the first year of 
Détente where he taught at the University of Foreign Languages in Kiev Ukraine 
in 1975. Lavelle was often called upon to lecture at various colleges and 
universities because his extensive knowledge of the Soviet Union. While serving 
in the Far East shortly after World War II, Lavelle studied the Japanese language 
and attended Sophia University in Tokyo becoming proficient in spoken 
Japanese. He became well-known all throughout Japan and was not only given 
recommendation by the military for meritorious service, but was written up in 
the Congressional Record when 180,000 Japanese petitioned President 
Eisenhower to either keep Lavelle in Japan or send him back as soon as possible. 
The petition stated that Lavelle was the strongest U.S. Japanese link fostering, 
good will and understanding.  During his long and active life, Lavelle pursued 
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It is with great sadness that I inform you of the passing of 
Bruce H. Limpus.  He spent many years in USAFSS as an X1, 
a 202, and a linguist in several language specialties. He was 
also known as an actor, artist, and teacher.  Bruce died in San 
Antonio at the age of 81. // Mary Hymel //Bruce Limpus, 
Renaissance man, passed away August 29.  Born May 14, 1928, 
Bruce enlisted in the US Army Air Corps in 1946 and served 

for 26 years. His career was spent as a linguist and crypto-analyst with the 
USAF Security Service. Upon retirement from the USAF, Bruce taught English, 
Drama, and GT Media classes in the Edgewood District for 21 years. These 
experiences led him to write a widely used guide to media education.  In 1997, 
he began to work full time on his lifelong love, the arts.  He was a visual artist, 
poet, novelist, playwright, actor, director, and scenic and costume designer, 
winning several awards for his work. In 2003, SATCO recognized him as a 
Living Legend.  If a man's life is measured in the number of people whose lives 
he has touched, Bruce had a remarkable life.  He nurtured numerous artists, 
actors, writers, teachers and students, all whom benefited from his knowledge, 
generosity, and humor. // Obit // 
 
*************************************************** ************* 

Father Albert E. Verbrugghe, born in 
Chicago, Illinois, on February 23, 1925, 
and ordained a Catholic priest on June 6, 
1950, has died at the age of 84 on August 
20, 2009. He was an active priest until the 
end of his life, that is, for 59 years. In his 
retirement in San Antonio, Texas, he 
helped out at several parishes while 

continuing his Air Force Chaplain work at Lackland AFB. // Obit / 
/Father Verbrugghe was assigned to USAFSS at the 6917th, San Vito, Italy in 
1964.  He was a Capt at the time, I believed he retired as a LT Col. // Dap// 
 
*************************************************** *************  
CMSgt. Lloyd W. Lindsey, USAF (Ret.) age 81 of Canyon Lake, TX passed 

away on Friday, November 6, 2009. Lloyd was born and 
raised in rural Arkansas. At the age of 20, he enlisted in the 
USAF and went to Lackland AFB, where he met his wife to 
be, Mary Notzon.  In his distinguished 26 year career in the 
Security Service, Lloyd's duty locations included Hawaii, 
Germany, Japan and San Antonio. While stationed in Hawaii 
in the late 1960's, Lloyd discovered his lifelong passion, 

sailing! Upon retiring from the USAF in 1975, Lloyd continued his marked 
career as a sailor at Canyon Lake, TX. He quickly joined Canyon Lake Yacht 
Club and was a dedicated and active member until his death. // Obit // 
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I want to mention again, how proud the FTVA made the local GCC members 
feel, by stepping up and adding your support in this Airman's time of need.  In 
the old days, airmen weren't generally recognized very much for the jobs they 
did.  I am happy to see how today's Air Force has changed in the intel field.  Lest 
we forget, for the most part, USAF Intel assets are the work-horses who collect 
the necessary intelligence to keep this great country of ours secure. 
 
Richard J Sacchetti, President 
Gold Country Chapter 
Freedom Through Vigilance Association 
  ************************************* 
//Ed Note//  Amn Colton Read is currently continuing his rehab at BAMC in San 
Antonio and making progress slowly but surely along with his family members. 

************************************** 
Subject: Gold Country Chapter 1st RSM T-Shirt 

 
GCC/FTVA is now offering A 1st RSM T-Shirt 
SM, MED, LG, XL is $15.00 per T-Shirt, plus 
$2.00 shipping fee 
2XL or larger is $16.00 per -shirt, plus $2.50 
shipping fee 
For front and back (both sides) add $2.00. 
 
(Left) Basic Design:  The 1st RSM logo can be 
put on the front or back of the T-Shirt; you're 
choice.   
Color:  Ash (grey)  All are 99% cotton and 1% 
polyester to prevent shrinkage. 
 

Alternate optional designs instead of the “1st Radio SQ Mobile Logo” shown on 
page 12 are also available for the same donation except as noted below. 
 

Option 1                               Option 2                                Option 3 
Option 1.  Same as basic design but with SHADOW WARRIORS in the scroll 
(instead of 1st RSM) and USAF  INTEL  (instead of USAFSS). 
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Option 2.  Same skull design as Basic or Option 1. The skull logo is over the 
heart on the front and the FTVA over globe design is on the back. Note: This 
design is $17.00 per T-shirt for sizes; SM/MED/LG/XL and $19.00 for 2XL up.  
 
Option 3.  FREEDOM THROUGH VIGILANCE inscribed over the globe (w/5 
shields) and USAF SILENT KNIGHTS under the globe. On back of shirt only. 
 
NOTE: Proceeds from all donations received for these T-Shirts go to directly 
support the men/women stationed with the Intel units at Beale AFB . 
Make check payable to: Richard J. Sacchetti and send to: 

1509 Clark Ave 
Yuba City, CA 95991 

Tel:  (530) 713-3564 or (530) 713-3564   Fax: (530) 755-4422 
E-mail: richardsacchetti@comcast.net  
*************************************************** ************** 

Aloha Chapter, Honolulu, HI 
 

Aloha Chapter Welcomes 324th IS Representatives  
 
After an delicious bowl of Mongolian BBQ and sharing old and new war stories, 
Aloha Chapter members Al Teel, Steve Crain and John Toillion engaged our 
324th IS guests Maj Pete “Sean” Halsey, CMSgt Troy Eden, SMSgt James Brin, 
and TSgt Johnny Dameron in discussions concerning our local Chapter’s desire 
to re-engage with our active duty counterparts and host, 324th IS. 
 
Topics for discussion included the origin of FTVA and Aloha Chapter - the 
Who, What, Where, When, and Why. We also discussed the many benefits of 
being a member of FTVA and especially of our local Chapter.  
 

 
(Above) A group photo from our September Chapter meeting held at the Hickam O’Club. 
From left to right are Al Teel, TSgt Dameron; SMSgt Brin; CMSgt Eden; Maj Halsey; 
John Toillion; and Steve Crain. 
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Chief Master Sergeant in December of 1986.  During his 21 years in the Air 
Force, he earned the Defense Meritorious Service Medal, Meritorious Service 
Medal (AF) with two Oak Leaf Clusters, Joint Service Commendation Medal, 
Air Force Commendation Medal with Oak Leaf Cluster, Vietnam Service Medal 
with four Service Stars, Republic of Vietnam Gallantry Cross with Palm, and 
Republic of Vietnam Campaign Medal.  He was the 1976 Air Force Security 
Service Noncommissioned Officer of the Year.  William was a 1977 Graduate of 
the US Air Forces Europe Noncommissioned Officers Academy where he 
earned the Honor Graduate, Commandant’s, and International Affairs Awareness 
Awards. In 1983, he graduated from the Air Force Senior Noncommissioned 
Officers Academy with honors.  In March of 1987, William began his nearly 14 
year tenure with the National Security Agency during which he served as the 
training coordinator for several major projects; and in deputy and chief positions 
at the branch, division, and special staff levels. In 1996, he was awarded the 
Meritorious Civilian Service Award. Prior to his retirement from federal service, 
he served nearly three years as the Chief of Education and Training at the 
Aerospace Data Facility in Colorado. During his time in the Air Force and with 
NSA, William served in Japan, Texas, Vietnam, Maryland, England, and 
Colorado. He also traveled extensively throughout Europe, Asia, and within the 
United States. As a father and active member of the communities in which he 
and his family lived, he was involved in school PTA’s, Scouting, youth soccer 
league, military Protestant chapel, a homeowner’s association, and high school 
band boosters. He earned his Bachelor of Arts cum laude from the University of 
Maryland in 1976, and a Master’s in Public Administration with honors from 
Central Michigan University in 1992. In October of 2000, William retired from 
nearly 35 combined years of military and federal service and returned to Clarks 
to assist his aging parents. He shared his father’s love of raising sheep, which he 
pursued until he became too ill to continue. // Obit //  
 
*************************************************** ************* 

 
Richard Bowie, TSG (Ret) USAFSS passed away Aug 11, 
2009.  Richard was a 20270, with assignments which included 
6989RSM and AFSCC. // Notice to Kirk Carpenter // 
 

*************************************************** ************* 
 

I'm sorry to report that TSgt (Thomas) Emers passed away on 
Tuesday (25 Aug).  I visited with him (Melbourne, FL) last 
Friday, just after he had another stroke.  I gave him a dog tag 
with his name, rank, serial #, etc.   The activities director told 
me he was wearing it on Saturday when she visited with him, 
and he was showing the tag   to her.   We will miss him on our 
Friday visits.  //Jay Johnson – USAFSS Roll Call Site // 

 
*************************************************** *************  
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Anchorage, AK resident Earl Eugene  Frank, 75, died Sept. 2, 2009, at 

Providence Alaska Medical Center. Earl was born May 24, 
1934, in Connelton, W.Va. Between 1951 and 1981; he was 
a U.S Air Force veteran of both the Korean and Vietnam 
wars. He was awarded the Bronze Star and the Military 
Service Medal and was stationed at Elmendorf AFB at the 
time of his retirement as a Chief Master Sergeant.  He was 
affiliated with ChangePoint Church. He officiated football, 

basketball and softball in Anchorage, and was a member of the Alaska Defense 
Force.  He loved flying, fishing, coin collecting, and hunting.  He worked for the 
State of Alaska Department of Labor from March of 1982 through April of 1999. 
// Obit-Anchorage Daily News // 
 *************************************************** *************  
Calvin Carter "Sonny" Ray , an old friend of mine from my first-term airman 

days, passed away this morning (4 Sep) at 2:00 AM. Cause of 
death was a heart attack.  I went through tech school, Onna 
Point, Okinawa and Ramasun Station, Thailand with him. He 
attained the rank of Sergeant and was a 202. He got a 10-
month early out and arrived back in his hometown in Georgia 

on Christmas Day, 1968. I got word of his passing from his wife, Bernadette. I 
had planned to visit them at their home near Maggie Valley, NC, in about two 
weeks. Regards, // Bill Murray //  
*************************************************** ************* 
Jack Stemple, 78, of Sebring died Sept. 2, 2009. Born in Astor , Va. , he moved 

to Highlands County in 1986. He retired as a linguist in the 
United States Air Force and then worked for the IRS for 10 
years. He was of the Presbyterian faith. // Obit // Jack was a 
Serbo-Croatian linguist.  He joined the Air Force in 1948 and 
retired in 1971.  His USAFSS assignments were 1960-1962 at 

6901st in Zwiebrucken.  Later he served a tour at Samsun, Turkey.  He was an 
instructor at the NCO academy at one point.  His last few years were at NSA 
where he retired in 1971.  I was stationed with him in Germany and he was a 
wonderful person.//Chuck Etheridge // 
*************************************************** ************ 
William H. Kohl, Jr.,  63, of Clarks, died at home on Thursday, July 16, 2009. 

Bill was born on Oct. 6, 1945, in Osceola to William and 
Barbara (Wurtz) Kohl. He grew up on a farm near Clarks, 
attended District 7 School and Clarks Public School, 
graduating from Clarks High School in 1963. After attending 
the University of Nebraska for a year, he returned to farming 

with his father until he enlisted in the Air Force in December of 1965. On Sept. 
24, 1966, he was united in marriage with his high school sweetheart, Bonnie 
Marie Fairbairn.  William began his career in the Air Force as an Intelligence 
Analyst, then an analyst evaluator and training manager, retiring at the rank of  
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Most of the evening’s discussions centered on ways we can re-energize our 
Chapter. Focusing on the established FTVA objectives, we decided to look at 
ways the Chapter can become more aware of AF ISR Agency’s and 324th IS’s 
current missions through briefings. Likewise, 324th reps voiced interest in 
knowing more of the history that we “old timers” experienced back in our day.  
We also discussed opportunities where our Chapter can recognize today’s 
outstanding Airmen of the 324th, 8 IS, and 692d. Further, we discussed ways we 
can PR FTVA and the Aloha Chapter at events such as Commander’s Calls, 
Organizational Days etc. We will also agreed to zero in on those nearing 
retirement as well as those who retired and are still in the islands. We will be 
compiling lists of those we know in both categories and making contact with 
them. 
We closed out the evening by committing to meeting again in late October after 
gathering information based on our evening’s discussions.  Oh, ya, I almost 
forgot the most important result of our evening -- we now have four NEW 
members - all from the 324th IS!  Do you feel the energy here?  We sure do! 

John Toillion, Chapter President 
*************************************************** *************  
 
 
 

Vietnam Wall  Memorial Calls For Photos  
          Release No. 09-05-09/fSept. 24, 2009 (Redacted//Ed) 

 
WASHINGTON (AFRNS) -- The National Call for Photos, a campaign to gather 
images of the more than 58,000 men and women whose names are on the 
Vietnam Veterans Memorial, was launched recently at a ‘Newseum’ event here 
hosted by the Vietnam Veterans Memorial Fund and FedEx Office.  FedEx 
Office will use its locations across the country to assist in gathering the photos.  
 
Established in 1979, the Vietnam Veterans Memorial Fund is dedicated to 
preserving the legacy of the Vietnam Veterans Memorial here. The fund's latest 
initiative is The Education Center at The Wall, an underground facility near the 
memorial that is being designed to help visitors discover the stories of those 
named on The Wall and celebrate the values embodied by service members from 
all of America's wars.  Exhibits will include a wall of photographs of people 
whose names are on The Wall, a selection of the more than 100,000 items that 
have been left at the Vietnam Veterans Memorial, a timeline of key military 
events of the Vietnam War and a history of the memorial.  (Courtesy of 
American Forces Press Service) 
*************************************************** ************* 
 

The trouble with bucket seats is that not everybody has the 
same size bucket. 

 
 

USAF NEWS 
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AFISR AGENCY PUBLISHES ANNUAL HISTORY  
Preface and Acknowledgements 

 
“1948 – 2009 A Continuing Legacy” details 
events from the activation of the United 
States Air Force Security Service through 
the Electronic Security Command, Air Force 
Intelligence Command, Air Intelligence 
Agency, and Air Force Intelligence, 
Surveillance and Reconnaissance Agency.  
More than eight years after the 11 September 
2001 terrorist attacks on America, the AF 
ISR Agency was still firmly entrenched in 
the fight against global terrorism. By 
becoming a truly multi-disciplined 
intelligence organization in a time of war, 
the AF ISR Agency has gained a permanent 
place in the annals of USAF and American 
Military history.  

 
This publication, now in its fifth edition, began in 1997 to help commemorate the 50th 
Anniversary of the USAF. Readers should note that the publication now contains new 
color images throughout the text. Over the years, many historians and staff members have 
worked to collect and chronicle the information in "A Continuing Legacy." Those people 
include Dennis Casey, Juan Jimenez, Jim Pierson, Mary Holub, Joe Henderson, Anthony 
Pendleton, Johnny Ford, Bill Ellerson, JoAnn Himes, Bob Rush, O. D. Dickey and others.  
 
The AF ISR Agency History Office also expresses its thanks to Vincent Childress, 
George Serna, Sharon Singleton and Gloria Vasquez of the agency's Multi-Media Section 
and to Abiodun Quadri and Rosalio Martinez of the agency's Print Plant for their 
invaluable assistance during the editorial review and publication process. Finally, as 
always, we want to thank the agency's Visual Information Flight for its outstanding 
support.  
 

Omissions, errors and suggestions may be e-mailed to the following: 
Harold.M yers@Lackland.af.mil, or Gabriel. Marshall@Lackland.af.mil 

 
Harold P. Myers, GG-14, DAF Chief Historian 

AF ISR Agency History Office Lackland, AFB, Texas 
 

Published by AFISR AGENCY/HO 
102 Hall Boulevard, Ste 112 
San Antonio, TX 78243-7045 
Tel: (210) 977-2303   FAX: (210) 977-6191 
 
 

AFISR AGENCY NEWS 
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Dear Sirs, I regret to inform you that John C. Higley of Centralia, WA passed 

away June 26, 2009 at the age of 85.  He retired from the Air 
Force at Elmendorf, AFB in 1967 after having served in the 
military for twenty-three years.  Most of that time he worked 
as an intercept radio operator.  After retirement from the Air 
Force he worked for United Telephone in Alexandria, MN for 

several years.  In 2003 we moved to Centralia, WA. Sincerely, LaVonne Higley 
(His loving wife for 65 years) //Submitted by Bob Baert//  
*************************************************** *************  
Paul Roy Johnson, 66, retired Chief Master Sergeant of the U.S. Air Force and 

resident of San Antonio, Texas, passed away on September 
15, 2009, after courageously battling a long illness. Paul was 
born in Medford, Ore., on June 25, 1943 to Roy and Lisette 
(Schlamann) Johnson. He grew up in Jacksonville, Ore. He 
joined the U.S. Air Force in 1961 and served our nation in 
Vietnam. His 28-year military career took him to Misawa, 
Japan, Taiwan, Italy and Kelly AFB. Following his A.F. 
retirement, he worked at USAA as an instructor. He retired in 

2008. // Obit // 
*************************************************** *************  
Richard E. Williams (Col., USAF, Ret.) age 83, passed away on Tuesday, 

September 8, 2009.  He was born 13 September 1925 in 
Honolulu, Hawaii, to Wallace and Marguerite Williams.  He 
began his military career during World War II in 1943 after 
graduating from Thomas Jefferson High (Class of 1943). At 
the end of the war, he enrolled at Trinity University and 
graduated in 1949 with a BS degree with a Major in 
mathematics, and a double Minor in physics and chemistry.  
He married his high school sweetheart, Gloria Mabrito, in 

1946, they celebrated their 63rd anniversary this past year.  Having stayed in the 
reserves, he was recalled to active duty during the Korean War in 1950.  He then 
decided to remain in the Air Force in order to complete his life-long dream of 
becoming a career military officer and pilot.  After thirty one years of 
distinguished, proud and loyal service ~ he retired in 1974.  In the 1950's, he 
flew as a flight test pilot in many jet aircraft, he was a member of the military 
central coordinating staff in Ottawa, Canada and served as the American 
Ambassador's pilot.  In later years, he became chief of maintenance for the "F-5 
Skoshi Tiger Evaluation" in Vietnam at which time he flew 303 combat missions 
in the F-5.  He was most proud of his two distinguished flying crosses and his 13 
air medals plus many other awards.  Upon his return, he was assigned as the F-5 
and T-38 systems manager at Kelly AFB.  In 1968, he was sent to Wright 
Patterson Air Force Base, Ohio as director of Logistics for the F-15 Systems 
Program office.  His last tour of duty was with the USAF Security Service.  
After retirement from the USAF, he worked for Rockwell International as 
Manager for AWACS. He returned to San Antonio after retiring in 1988. // Obit  
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SAN ANGELO Raymond Winslow Field, 83, ended his earthly journey on 
Saturday, Oct. 17, 2009, to join our Heavenly Father.  Ray 
passed away at Lamun-Lusk-Sanchez Texas State Veterans 
Home in Big Spring.  Ray was born on Sept. 18, 1926, in 
Salem, Mass.  He first joined the U.S. Navy and few years 
later, he joined the U.S. Air Force.  He was a proud member 
of one of the first security force units to be formed within the 
military.  He served his time in the military with pride and 
traveled extensively throughout the world.  He was transferred 

to Goodfellow AFB in 1969 and later retired as a Master Sergeant in San Angelo 
in 1972.  After his retirement, he held several civilian positions in San Angelo. 
He devoted his free time to volunteering with the City of San Angelo Police 
Department.  Ray was known for his crafts and poetry. He wrote numerous 
poems for his family and others who touched his life. His crafts brought smiles 
to many faces.  His love of Boston Terriers was contagious and spread to the 
entire family.  His first Boston terrier, Snorty, is sure to be waiting at the 
"Rainbow Bridge" for him.  // Obit – San Angelo Standard Times // Ray was 
also assigned to 10th RSM Chicksands, England: 6901st Zweibrucken and the 
6948th at GoodFellow AFB TX. // Dap // 
*************************************************** *************
Fred Thomas, beloved husband, father, grandfather, great-grandfather, 

peacefully passed away in the presence of his family on 
September 14, 2009 at the age of 77. Fred was born in 
Bradford, Ohio in 1932, and joined the Air Force fresh out of 
high school. Fred was initially stationed at Kirknewton AFB, 
Scotland.  While there, he met Mae, whom he married in 
1954 and remained faithfully committed to throughout his 
life.  Soon after the birth of their first child, Fred and Mae 
relocated to San Antonio, where Fred served as a 
management analyst at Security Hill, Kelly AFB.  Returning 

with his family to San Antonio following an assignment to Wheeler AFB, 
Hawaii, Fred retired as a Master Sergeant in 1971.  He later worked as an 
insurance underwriter for USAA until his retirement in 1993. //Obit // Fred 
served a short time at the 41st RSM in Bremerhaven arriving just after the 
squadron was formed.. Fred Thomas was one of 15 airmen (all held AFSC 
29352; they were Morse operators) who were earmarked to be a part of the 
nucleus formed to man the newly-organized 37th RSM at Kirknewton, Scotland. 
In Feb 1952, Fred and the others were sent from 8thn RSM at Brooks AFB TX 
to the 41st RSM in Bremerhaven, where they served in casual status to await the 
completion of their security clearances and to gain a little experience in the 
operation area. In May 1952, they proceeded to Kirknewton. // Arlen Trapp //  
*************************************************** ************* 

 FYI: James Flodine passed away in May 2009.  He was 81 
years old. He was not an active member, but was in Det 4, 
136th CSS in Germany.  Received from Floyd Henderson.  
// Tony Lemons // 
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480th ISR Wing Boasts Two of 12 Outstanding Airmen for 2009 
 
9/17/2009 - LANGLEY AIR FORCE BASE, Va. (Public Affairs) -  Two 
Airmen from the 480th Intelligence, Surveillance and Reconnaissance (ISR) 
Wing recently added yet another award to their list of professional achievements. 
Senior Master Sgt. Mary A. Bechdel and Staff Sgt. Johanna S. Aviles received 
Outstanding Airmen of the Year awards and were recognized in a special 
ceremony during the 2009 Air Force Association Air & Space Conference and 
Technology Exposition Sept. 14 at the National Harbor in Oxon Hill, Md.  
 
"I am extremely proud that these two exceptional Airmen were chosen as 
Outstanding Airmen of the Year," said Col. Dan Johnson, commander of the 
480th ISR Wing. "This only validates my belief that we have some of the most 
remarkable Airmen representing ISR and the U.S. Air Force.  It was amazing to 
see Mary, the day after the ceremony, doing what she does best; advocating for 
Airmen while we were both visiting our representatives on Capitol Hill."  
 

Senior Master Sgt. Mary A. Bechdel (left) worked as 
the superintendent of operations for the 13th 
Intelligence Squadron at Beale Air Force Base, Calif. 
Sgt. Bechdel managed 1,400 intelligence, surveillance 
and reconnaissance missions, analyzing 65,500 images 
and 8,800 hours of full motion video. In addition, she 
led 380 Airmen conducting wartime operations for six 
combatant commands. Sergeant Bechdel also oversaw 
an impressive 3,900 combat signals intelligence hours 
and a staggering 26,000 reports for her combat unit.  
 

Staff Sgt. Johanna S. Aviles worked as a computer, network, switching and 
cryptographic technician assigned to the 48th Intelligence Squadron, also located 
at Beale Air Force Base. Sergeant Aviles enabled homeland unmanned aerial 
vehicle (UAV) missions during the 2008 California wildfires, delivering reports 
to the Federal Emergency Management Agency to contain 72 fires. She 
successfully led the installation of five miles of communications fiber eight 
months ahead of schedule. Sergeant Aviles solved a faulty system timing 
upgrade, correcting an error that eluded senior technicians for three months and 
got the system online in just 24 hours. In addition, she oversee a 12-member 
installation team on a $725,000 network upgrade, doubling the Predator's armed 
reconnaissance and interdiction capability.  
 
The awards event highlighted this year's 12 Outstanding Airmen who represent 
more than 400,000 enlisted members of the Air Force active, Guard and Reserve 
Forces and was hosted by Chief Master Sgt. of the Air Force James A. Roy.  

Air Force ISR Agency PAO. 
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Sensor Olympics Renamed 
Air Force ISR Agency Public Affairs 

         by Tech. Sgt. M. Erick Reynolds (Redacted) 
 

The culmination of hard work, testing and evaluation within the Air Force 
Intelligence, Surveillance and Reconnaissance Agency were awarded at the 30th 
Annual Maj. Gen. Doyle E. Larson Sensor Olympic Awards Banquet Nov. 19th. 
With more than 10,000 Airmen eligible to compete, three finalists in each of the 
24 career specialties were selected from more than 6,000 Airmen who 
volunteered to compete for the gold, silver and bronze medals.  "The Airmen 
took two tests that measured job knowledge at different levels," said Tech. Sgt. 
Mark Richardson, Maj. Gen. Doyle E. Larson Sensor Olympic Awards 
coordinator. "The first test was administered at the unit level and the second was 
at the Agency level." 
 
The initial Sensor Olympics held in 1979 were called the COMFY Olympics.  
This year the competition name will officially change to the Maj. Gen. Doyle E. 
Larson Sensor Olympic Awards.  "Renaming the Olympics after General Larson 
has two purposes," said Chief Master Sgt. Paul H. Weseloh, Air Force ISR 
Agency command chief.  "We want to recognize General Larson for his 
contributions to the enlisted recognition programs and second, to ensure each of 
our winners from the 24 Air Force specialty codes that compete receive the full 
recognition they deserve.  
 
"Most people today really don't have a good understanding of the significance of 
the Sensor Olympics. Naming the award after the general will help people 
realize that when they see a winner of the Maj. Gen. Doyle E. Larson Sensor 
Olympic Awards, they will have a better understanding that this person is the 
best at what they do," Chief Weseloh said.  Naming the award after the general 
will give the award more prestige when viewed in an Airman's records such as 
the Robert T. Mason Award for depot maintenance excellence or the General 
Lew Allen, Jr., Trophy for maintainers the chief explained.  "When people are 
reviewing the records of the winners of the Maj. Gen. Doyle E. Larson Sensor 
Olympic Award, they will know that this person is the best of the best in their 
specialty code within the agency," Chief Weseloh said. 
 
"I've been associated with Sensor Olympics since its inception," said Mr. 
Kenneth A. Williams Jr., Air Force ISR Agency Director of Staff.  "I find it 
amazing how many of the winners continue on to have very successful careers 
and become senior noncommissioned officers, many of them becoming Chiefs. 
*************************************************** ************ 

JUST REMEMBER 
 

Always be yourself!  Because the people that matter, don't mind. 
And the one's that mind, don't matter! 
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Sea. Mission length was 24 hours including two mid-air refuelings. During the 
school year of 1964-1965, he was a student in the Air War College at Maxwell 
AFB, Montgomery, Ala.  As an airborne commander, Colonel Rees flew many 
bombing mission over Vietnam.  His next, and last two assignments were related 
to the Nation Security Agency (NSA). Stationed at Clark AFB in the Philippines, 
he was the vice wing commander of the 6922nd Security Wing.  His return to the 
United States brought him and his family to San Angelo as the wing commander 
of the 6940th Security Wing of Goodfellow AFB.  Some of his many decoration 
and awards include the Legion of Merit, Distinguished Flying Cross, Bronze 
Star, Army Commendation Medal, AF Outstanding Unit Award, European 
Campaign Medal with seven Battle Stars, World War II Victory, Army of 
Occupation, National Defense, Vietnam Service and the Republic of Vietnam 
Campaign medals. In lieu of flowers, please make donations to Hospice of San 
Angelo or a charity of your choice. // Obit//  
*************************************************** ***********  

The Nationwide Gravesite Locator (an online resource of the 
Dep’t of Veterans Affairs) shows that MSgt Joseph F. 
Thomasson, Jr (USAF, Ret.) died at the age of 86 on 27-
Aug-2009  The SSDI does not yet have an entry for him. Joe 
and his wife Lelah had lived in Gordonville, Texas.  Lelah 

died at the age of 71 on 11 Jul 2000.  In Bremerhaven, Joe Thomasson served as 
NCOIC of C&E Maintenance (the Radio Printer Maintenance Shop) from April 
1957 until July 1960.  As additional duty, Joe also was the designated 
Maintenance Inspector and he served as a member of the promotion board (A1C 
and under).  He also was an alternate member of the NCO Council. For the first 
eight years of his military career, Joe served in the Navy, beginning in July 
1941.  At the end of his 8-year stint in the Navy, he joined the Air Force.  He 
retired in the rank of MSgt on 31 Oct 1962.  After retirement, Joe worked for 
Texas Instruments.  He retired from that career in 1989. // Arlen Trapp // 
*************************************************** ************* 
SAN ANGELO, TX. - Roger Kenneth Gavit, 69, went to be with his Heavenly 

Father with his family by his side on Sunday, June 28, 2009. 
Roger was born on Nov. 6, 1939. Upon graduation of high 
school in Grand Rapids, Mich., Roger enlisted in the U.S. Air 
Force.  His service took him to locations around the globe 
including Guam, Crete, Japan and Vietnam.  During his service 

he logged in several thousand hours in various types of aircraft including the C-
47 and RC-135.  He participated in several missions over North Vietnam and 
completed a combat tour. During his dedicated Air Force Service he was 
decorated over 31 times with numerous awards including the Bronze Star Medal, 
RVN Gallantry Cross with Palm. He retired from the Air Force with 21 years as 
a Senior Master Sergeant.  He continued his government service and retired after 
22 years with the U.S. Postal Service in San Angelo. He was a friend to many 
and loved by all. He spent his life providing and caring for his family. His legacy 
will go on and he will be extremely missed. // Obit – San Angelo Standard 
Times // 
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Doyce Ray McWaters, 70, of Crestview, went home to be with his Lord on 

Friday, Oct 9, 2009. He was born July 22, 1939 in Milton Fla, 
and was a lifelong resident of Northwest Florida. Doyce 
graduated from Milton High School in 1957 and enlisted in 
the USAF, proudly serving his country.  After completing 
basic training, he trained as a Morse Intercept Operator at 

Keesler AFB, Miss and was selected for further training as a Non-Morse 
Intercept Operator at March AFB, Calif.  Upon completion of his specialized 
training he received a top secret security clearance and was sent to Karamursel 
Air Station, Turkey, where he performed duties that have been credited with 
making an important contribution to the United States effort in the Cold War. 
//Obit- submitted by John Mike Miller USAFSS roll Call site//        
 ************************************************** ************ ** 
John Rees, as always, with God as his co-pilot, he departed this earth on his last 

flight into the heavens on Monday, Oct. 12, 2009. Born 
April 17, 1922, at the family farm in Mason County, Ky., 
he was the second son of Herman W. Rees and Anna Clift 
Rees. He graduated high school with the award as the 
outstanding athlete in his class. After high school and 
graduation from Bowling Green Business University, he 
married Bess Anderson, his wife of 67 years. They shared 
the joy of raising two loving sons.  John enlisted in the 

U.S. Army Air Corps early in 1943. He received his pilot wings and a 
commission as a 2nd Lt. at Ellington Field, Texas, January 1944.  He retired 
with the rank of colonel and was a veteran of four wars, World War II, Korean 
War, Vietnam War and the Cold War.  Flying B-24's from a base in southern 
Italy, he flew 51 combat missions. The Ploesti Oil Fields were among the 
heavily defended targets his unit, the 450th Bomb Group.  He received the 
Dinguished Flying Cross for returning his severely damaged aircraft to the home 
base.  Back in the States, he became an instructor pilot, in the Air Line Transport 
school at Homestead Air Base, then transferred to Randolph Air Force Base 
where he trained to fly B-29s.  At the end of the Korean conflict he received 
training as a navigator at Ellington AFB, Texas, and Mather AFB, Calif.  He was 
dual rated to fly the new six engine B-47 jet aircraft at McCoy AFB, Orlando, 
Fla. Next he flew RB-47 Photo Reconnaissance from Lockbourne AFB, 
Columbus, Ohio. In this seven-year period, he performed duties as an aircraft 
commander, squadron operations officer, squadron commander and assistant 
deputy commander of operations.  By this time, he had received the rank of Lt. 
Col. He had attended Swamp Survival School in Georgia, Mountain Survival 
School in Nevada and Arctic Survival School on the ice cap near Thule, 
Greenland. In 1960 He became the commander of a B-52 squadron with the 
42nd Bomb Wing at Loring AFB, Maine. The four years there included the 
threat of the Cuban Missile Crisis. During the missile crisis his squadron was 
deployed to Puerto Rico with fully armed nuclear weapons. His squadron’s usual 
missions kept similarly armed aircraft on airborne alert over the Mediterranean 
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2010 Misawa Project Philadelphia Reunion Planning Committee 

met at the Holiday Inn in Philly to meet, greet, eat, discuss, plan and chat!  
On Sep 19th we held a meeting to put faces to names, and gather ideas and 
strategies for the 2010 Reunion in Philadelphia.  

From L-R, Front Row, Dean Rauch, Dan DaCunha, Joanne DaCunha, Deena  and John 
Speece.  L-R Back Row, Jim Sweeney, Martin Whitaker, Jim Frain, Dennis Harlach, 
George Logan, Skip Wright and earning the long distance award, our own Joe Dowd, 
down from Rhode Island!   
 
This photo was taken in the Hospitality room, wish that we'd taken a more 
panoramic view, it is quite a bit larger than this!. The Reunion Team does have 
more folks involved, but this is the group that was available today.  While 
somewhat social, we did perform some actual work, while enjoying meeting new 
folks!  Lunch was at "well-recommended" Dinardo's Seafood Restaurant.. 
 
June 24, 2010 - June 27, 2010 
The Misawa Project The 8th Reunion of the Misawa Security Service units 
(1949 through 1979)...1st RSM, 6921st, 6989th and 6920th..  
Location:  Holiday Inn Historic in downtown Philadelphia, PA. 
POC is: Helen Henderson (E-Mail: etaya49@hotmail.com 
Phone: (904) 829-9235 or (904) 829-9235 -  
 
September  10 – 13, 2010  
Yale Institute of Far Eastern Languages (IFEL)  All Class Reunion of 10/63 and 
1/64 classes including the guys at Yokota/Shu Lin Kou circa 65-67 et all 
interested – Da Nang, Russian/Korean/Viet linguists.  
Location of Reunion: - Portland OR 
POC is Jim Broadwell (Email - jbroadwell@qwest.net)   Phone (503) 312-9922 
 

REUNION ANNOUNCEMENTS  
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USAFSS/ESC 6989th, 6921st, 6920th  MISAWA REUNION SOCIAL  
 

Ol’ buddies Pete Richard, G Gore Curt Whittington, Jim Willis     Walt Ritter and Rod Teuscher 
 
On Wednesday evening, Sep 23rd, Walt Ritter hosted the annual social for 
veterans of USAFSS/ESC Misawa, Japan.  A tradition over the past 12 Years in 
San Antonio, on the Wednesday of FTVA week, Walt Ritter & his late wife Maya have 
hosted a social for Misawa Vets with good food and spirits.  

Group photo of one bunch of Misawa ex-patriots at Maya’s King Lounge . 
 

REUNION REPORTS  
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served as an instructor there until April 1941. At the outbreak of World War II, 
he commanded a squadron of B-17 bombers sent to create an airstrip at Salinas, 
Ecuador, and to protect the Panama Canal Zone. There he met Ellen Holst, his 
loving wife of 64 years. Later he became commander of the 40th Bomb Group, 
the 1st B-29 unit overseas during WWII and flew the hump over the Himalayas 
from India to China in order to fly missions over Japan. From 1947 to May 
1958, Lou Coira was stationed in New York, Alabama, Randolph AFB, TX, 
McConnell AFB, KS and Elmendorf AFB, Alaska, as base commander, 
Commander of 5039th Air Base Wing and also Commander of the 10th Air 
Division, and served as Deputy Chief of Staff for Operations of the Alaskan Air 
Command. Lou served twice at the Pentagon, being assigned to the Office of the 
Deputy Chief of Staff Operations, and in 1959, as a Deputy Director, Office of 
the Secretary of Defense. In 1962 Lou was reassigned to Kelly AFB, TX, as 
Deputy Commander of the Air Force Security Service becoming Commander in 
1965. In 1969 he was assigned as Vice Commander of the 5th Air Force at 
Fuchu Air Station, Japan. He retired on July 1, 1971, and became a Vice 
President of Alamo National Bank from September 1971 to July 1979. He was a 
life-long hunter, expert bird dog trainer, and founding member of St. John 
Neumann Catholic Church.  //Obit // 
* *************************************************** ************ 
 Col. Robert F. Stark, USAF (Ret), a resident of Air Force Village II, died on 

Monday, November 2, 2009. Born in Atlanta, GA on 
February 15, 1920, he graduated from Richmond Academy in 
Augusta, GA and attended Presbyterian College in Clinton, 
SC as a member of the ROTC majoring in Military Science. 
He left college in 1941 to enter the Army Air Corps, serving 
as an Aerial Gunnery Instructor and in the Aleutian Islands. 
After the war, he served as an Intelligence Officer with the 
5th Air Force as part of the US Occupation Forces in Japan 
and in Korea where he was awarded the Bronze Star Medal. 

After Korea he served in Strategic Air Command and as an instructor with the 
Air Force Intelligence School at Lowry AFB, Colorado. In 1955 he was assigned 
to the USAF Security Service where he began a long and distinguished career, 
serving three tours at Security Service HQS at Kelly AFB, two tours at the 
USAFSS Intelligence Training School, San Angelo, TX and overseas tours in 
Taiwan, Japan, Berlin, Germany and Crete, Greece, where he was the 
Commander of the Security Service base located there.  His professional military 
education included Air Force Intelligence School, Air Command and Staff 
College, Strategic Intelligence School and the Air War College. In addition to 
the Bronze Star, Col. Stark was awarded the Legion of Merit, Meritorious 
Service Medal, Air Force Commendation Medal with four Oak Leaf Clusters 
and the Republic of Korea Presidential Citation. After his retirement in 1973, 
Col. Stark obtained an Associate's Degree in Real Estate from San Antonio 
College and was involved in real estate until he retired again when he and his 
wife, Sara, moved to their home on Lake Medina where they enjoyed bass 
fishing and the quiet beauty of the quiet beauty of the lake. // Obit / 
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BTW however, the picture with Woody sitting front left and his sweet spouse,  
Elenita "Leetah" or "Lita", across from him, was actually taken at the 6922nd 
SW "Kuyas" (Tagalog for "brothers") Reunion in San Antonio, TX in 2004.  The 
reunion was held concurrent with the FTVA reunion in San Antone, but the 
BBQ event pictured above was held at a Lackland AFB picnic area by the 
6922nd SW Kuyas.  Ironically, pictured at the same table, sitting at Woody's left, 
is Richard "Pappy" Jewens, who passed away May 8, 2007, and Dave "Eartha" 
Quate, who is sitting next to Luz, passed away almost exactly one year ago, 
September 27, 2008, while he attended the 6922nd SW Kuyas reunion in St. 
Louis.  We've lost a number of our brothers in the last few years and we miss 
them all.  //Bruce "Zoots" Suits –USAFSS Roll Call Site //  
*************************************************** **********  
BRYAN Michael Taylor (Mike) Hunter,  63, flew away to sing in heaven's 

barbershop chorus on Wednesday, Oct. 7, 2009, at his 
home in College Station, Texas, after a valiant battle 
against pancreatic cancer.  He was born on Dec. 12, 1945, 
in Tulsa, Okla., to Wendell H. Hunter Sr. and Virginia 
Maxine (Malom) Hunter. He spent his early years in 
Tulsa, Okla., growing up years in Rockford.. He joined 
the U.S. Air Force in 1965 and served in Vietnam 1972-

1973 and  retired in June 1988 from active service while at Goodfellow AFB, 
Texas.  He went on to spend nearly 20 years in civil service there. and retired 
Dec. 31, 2007, as an instructional systems designer. He graduated from Angelo 
State University, San Angelo, Texas, in 2001 with a degree in computer science.  
He and his wife moved to College Station, Texas, in June of 2008 to be near his 
family and went to work for his son's company, Web Unlimited, as a computer 
programmer, also allowing adequate time for enjoying golf with his son!  He 
was a member of Peace Lutheran Church in College Station. Mike married 
Christine (Peterson) Hunter on Dec. 24, 1965, a classmate and Auburn H.S. 
1963 graduate.  They traveled as an Air Force family to Hanna City AFS, Ill.; 
Finland AFS, Minn.; MacDill AFB, Fla.; George AFB, Calif.; Goodfellow AFB, 
Texas; Misawa AB, Japan; and back to Goodfellow AFB, Texas.  During his 30 
years in San Angelo, Texas, Mike was a member of Christ Lutheran Church, 
serving as a council member as well as education director and council vice-
president.  Barbershopping was an integral part of his life and gave him great joy 
as an active member of the Twin Mountain Tonesmen barbershop chorus of San 
Angelo since 1985. // San Angelo, Standard Times // 
*************************************************** *************

Major General Louis E. Coira died peacefully at home 
surrounded by his family, Sunday, October 11, 2009. He 
was ninety-three years old and was born in Bloomsburg, 
PA, April 25, 1916. He graduated from Lock Haven High 
School, PA, in 1933, and from the US Military Academy at 
West Point in 1938. Lou first came to San Antonio for 
Army Air Corps flight training at Randolph Field and 
received his pilot wings at Kelly Field, TX, 1939, and 
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FTVA and AFISRA 2009 Reunion Week (Sep 24 – 26) 
 

The Golf Tournament 
 Joe Hurst, FTVA Tournament  Chairman 

 
Our annual golf tournament was held 
again this year at the Alsatian Golf 
Course in Castroville, Texas on 
September 24th.   This year was 
remarkably different from past years 
due to the weather; instead of 
applying sun block and looking for 
shade, our players pulled on foul 
weather gear and dodged rainstorms.  
Despite the unseasonable weather, of 
the 144 people signed up to play, 134 
signed in and about 125 kept dry 
enough to finish. As usual the 
Alsatian staff provided us very good 
support throughout the day.                     J Sickich, Dean Thornton, Jen & Lee Anthony  
 
We also were able to use the recently completed clubhouse for the first time this 

year—quite a change from last 
year’s trailer and the old shack 
before that.  The course was in 
excellent condition with the 
rain it received in the days 
leading up to the tournament.  
A consequence of the rain 
however was that carts had to 
be kept on the paths.  For the 
first time the Alsatian staff  
prepared the BBQ served at 
the end of the day, using their 
new kitchen facilities. 

Gen Jackson, MGen Heithold, G. Houge, CMS P. Weseloh     
 
Special thanks again to the volunteers who show up each year to build the goody 
bags, prepare the score cards and put them on the carts.  One individual in 
particular is there early every year, doing anything necessary, and that is 
Armando Zepeda.   
 
Prizes were awarded to the top nine teams and the last place finishers, in 
addition to two closest to the pin and one longest drive prizes.  Additional prizes 
of money and golf balls were awarded in door prize drawings.  Maj Gen 
Heithold managed to get the command section back into the top three teams this 
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year, maybe because he did have his Chaplain on the team.  There were many 
new names among the winners.   
The top prizes went to: 

 
First Place:  Ham, Turner, Tucker, and Brumm 
Second Place:  Icenogle, Stallings, LaFreniere, and Teusher 
Third Place:  Heithold, Houge, Weseloh, and Jackson 
Longest Drive: McLendon 
Closest to the Pin Hole 6:  Thompson 
Closest to the Pin Hole 12:  Tucker 

 
Security Service Federal Credit 
Union again helped defray the 
cost of the tournament with a 
cash contribution and gave us 
the goody bags, along with 
many of the things in the bag.  
The FTVA also contributed a 
significant cash donation to 
reduce the cost of the day.  
Hope to see you at the 2010 
tournament! 
Keep in touch,           G. Skeckowski, R.on Moyer, Earl. McDonald, Ernie. Lazard 
Joe  
*************************************************** ************* 

FTVA & AF ISR Agency RF-4C Dedication Ceremony 
 

 
On the morning of Sep 25, an enthusiastic crowd gathered to participate in the 
dedication of the RF-4C display on Security Hill in honor of Maj Gen Robert F 
Worley I (deceased) and Col Robert F. Brodman.  The two RF-4 pilots were shot 
down in July 1968 over Vietnam. Family, friends, and FTVA members 
witnessed the dedication which included a look-back on the role of the RF-4C in 
providing reconnaissance intelligence and concluded with presentations to both 
honorees.   Maj Gen R. M. Worley II, current AF/A8 addressed the crowd 
(above left) on behalf of his father, the senior honoree. 
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graduated from J.M. Tate High School in 1955 and entered the Air Force the 
following day. He spent twenty-six years in the service, with more than nineteen 
of those years spent in overseas assignments.  He began his career as a Radio 
Intercept Operator and served in Japan, Philippines, and England in that 
capacity.  In 1960, following Chinese Mandarin language training at Yale 
University, he flew reconnaissance missions along the coasts of China and North 
Korea as an Airborne Mission Supervisor serving tours in Okinawa and Japan 
When the need arose in 1964 for Vietnamese linguists, Ed volunteered and on 
completion of training in 1965 was sent to Vietnam where he flew 
reconnaissance missions over Laos and North Vietnam in C-130B-II aircraft  In 
1967, he was moved to Okinawa and began flying on the RC-135M 
reconnaissance aircraft as an Airborne Mission Supervisor.  He continued his 
flying assignments in those areas, flying a total of more than 525 combat 
missions, and logging almost 9,000 flight hours.  In 1977 Ed volunteered for 
training in the Korean language and was subsequently assigned to Korea for one 
year.  Ed's awards include the Air Medal with twenty-seven Oak Leaf Clusters, 
the Air Force Commendation Medal, Air Force Outstanding Unit Award with V 
device.  From 1983 until the end of 1999, Ed worked at NAS Pensacola with 
NADEP and DFAS// Obit –Pensacola News Journal // I first met Ed in '64 
when we went to Viet language school together at Berlitz along with Bob Lantz 
and Dick Stafford.  By that time, Ed had already had a tour as a 292X1 at 
Chicksands and Hakata, had gone to Chinese and had a flying tour at Yokota.  
We flew 130's together out of Danang where Ed was a leader in a place where 
we sorely needed one.  Flyers in those days were dealing with a hostile local 
command section and Ed was our rock.  Then we flew again out of Kadena on 
135's where Ed was one of the stellar AMS's.  He was a superb linguist, a true 
cold warrior, a terrific NCO and leader, and most of all a very good friend 
through thick and thin. I shall miss him greatly. RIP, old friend. // Rosie Bud 
Rosenstrom // 
*************************************************** ************* 
On Octobr 3rd I received an email that Darrell "Woody" Wood  passed away 

September 27, 2009. I'm not sure of his 
assignments, but I was stationed with Woody 
in the P.I.  Some of you may have been 
patrons in his bar in the P.I., called the 
Horseshoe. I’ll enclose the email from his 
daughter. // Jay Johnson—USAFSS Roll 
call site //”Hello everyone. I wanted to let 
you all know that my dad, Darrell Wood 
(Woody), passed away today at 4 p.m. He 
was in the ICU for the past week, and died 

of pneumonia. I know you all care about my father, and I want to ask you to 
pass this to anyone that I may have missed and that knew my dad. He loved 
you all very much and we heard so many wonderful stories about all of you. 
Thank you and God Bless. Stephanie Wood Mota- Jeff Wood// J.J., Appreciate 
you sharing the sad news, the notes from Stephanie and the photo of Woody.  
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Richard Bowie, TSgt. USAF -Ret 
Ralph Quinn Butler, Maj, USAF-Ret 
Louis E.  Coira, Maj. Gen., USAF-Ret, FTVA Lifetime Member, HOH 
Raymond Winslow Field, MSgt, USAF-Ret 
Thomas Emers, TSgt, USAF-Ret 
John W. Felt, USAFSS Vet, Bremerhaven 
James Flodine, USAFSS, COMSEC Vet 
Earl Eugene Frank, CMSgt, USAF-Ret, FTVA Lifetime Member 
John C. Higley, USAFSS, USAF-Ret, FTVA Lifetime Member 
Roger Kenneth Gavit, SMSgt, USAF Ret/USPS-Ret 
Timothy F. Goode, USAFSS Vet Misawa  
Bryan Michael Taylor “Mike” Hunter, MSgt, USAF-Ret/GS-Civ-Ret. 
Paul Roy Johnson, CMSgt, USAF-Ret, FTVA Member 
Richard C. Kletka, USAFSS Vet, Misawa 
William H. Kohl, CMSgt, USAF-Ret 
Allen J. Lavelle, Lt Col. USAF-Ret 
Lloyd W. Lindsey, CMSgt, USAF-Ret 
Bruce Limpus, USAFSS. USASF-Ret 
James L. “Jolly” Lomax, USAFSS Vet 
Robert “Alan” MacManus, CMSgt, USAF-Ret 
Doyce Ray McWaters, USAFSS Vet Karamursel AS, Turkey 
Edward E. Stacey, SMSgt, USAF-Ret, FTVA Lifetime Member 
Robert F. Stark, Col, USAF-Ret, FTVA Lifetime Member, HOH 
Jack Stemple, MSgt, USAF-Ret, FTVA Lifetime Member 
Luther A. Tarbox, Lt Col, USAF-Ret, FTVA Member 
Fred Thomas, MSgt, USAF-Ret 
Joseph F. Thomasson, MSgt. USAF-Ret 
Father Albert E. Verbrugghe. USAF-Chaplain-Ret, 
Richard E. Williams, Col., USAF –Ret 
Coleen (Pribil) Wiseley, GS-Civ (Ret), FTVA Member 
Darrel “Woody” Wood, USAFSS, FTVA Member 
 
*************************************************** *********** 
James L. “Jolly” Lomax - // Sent on Oct 26, 2009//  I just received an email 

from Hella Fox. Last night they received a phone call from 
"Jolly's" son to inform them that his dad had died that morning. 
"Jolly" was one of the pioneers at the Gruenstadt hill site. 
Before coming to Gruenstadt he had been at Landsberg and 
Kaufbeuren. //Gisela Bullard-USAFSS Roll Call site // 

*************************************************** **************  
Edward "Ed" Stacey  passed away on June 15, 2009. He had been suffering 

from Chronic Lymphocytic Leukemia and complete renal 
failure since 2005, both of which were attributed to exposure 
to Agent Orange while on duty in Vietnam.  Ed is survived by 
his loving wife Zoila, and his son Andrew (Andy). Ed 
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(Left) Col Brodman’s presentation.  (Right) MGen Worley II & Col Brodman 
admire the plaque (donated by FTVA) in front of the RF-4C display. 
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The Annual Remembrance Ceremony Honoring Our Fallen Eagles” 
 

 
The Air Force Intelligence, Surveillance 
and Reconnaissance Agency, along with 
the Freedom through Vigilance 
Association, held their annual 
Remembrance Ceremony Sept. 25 in the 
shadow of the recently repainted RC-47 
displayed near the headquarters buildings. 
 

 
MGen Bradley Heithold, AF ISR Agency Commander and Col (Ret) ChrisCook, 
President FTVA met with Mr. and Mrs. Robert Schulte prior to the 2009 
Remembrance Ceremony, at which time the Schulte's were presented a personal 
copy of the framed photo memorializing their daughter, 1LtRoslyn Schulte.  Lt 
Schulte was an 
intelligence officer, 
killed during an IED 
attack near Kabul, 
Afghanistan on May 
20th, 2009. 
MGen Heithold 
highlighted 1Lt Shulte's 
service at the 
Remembrance 
Ceremony and her photo 
was unveiled in front of  
those attending. 
         MGen Heithold    Mrs & Mr Schulte    Chris Cook 
 
The photo was later placed in the Bernard A. Larger Auditorium, located in the 
Agency Headquarters and surrounded by other AFISR fallen heroes.  The 
ceremony included the AF ISR Agency Honor Guard conducting a 21-gun salute 
followed by "Taps" and the Alzafar Shrine Highlander Pipe Band playing 
"Amazing Grace." 
 
To honor the men and women's commitment to the intelligence mission, retired 
Col. Chris Cook, outgoing FTVA president, accompanied by Joe Hurst, FTVA 
Sports Chairman, led the audience in calling out names of people and 
organizations from the past year “lest we forget.” 
 
"Gone but not forgotten," said Mr. Cook. "Today we honor their contributions 
and the examples they set for the rest of us." 
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// response// 

Hi Bill 
The guy petting the elephant is Dale Roland  BTW I have some pictures of the 
elephant in the FLR-9 cage stored away and can't find.     Dap 
 

//response// 
Roger, Dap. 
I was thinking about the date of that photo, and I think it was probably taken 
sometime in ’72, but prior to August of ’72.  I saw where Earl Frank passed 
away*, I remember seeing his letters to the editor of the Anchorage Daily News.  
Also, one of our local TV stations, KTUU – Channel 2, has a feature on their 
Sunday night late edition called Talk Back, where viewers call in or e-mail their 
views, with comments about items aired during the preceding week.  I heard 
Earl’s voice on that many times.                Cheers. Bill 
 
*//Ed Note//  Earl Frank’s obit is posted in this issue’s Fallen Eagles section.// 
*************************************************** ************* 

 

 
 

 
Subject:  AFISR Honor Guard Duty at Fort Sam Houston 

 
The AF ISR Honor Guard have pledged to do all they can to present final honors 
for ANYONE who served in USAFSS and successor commands whenever they 
can, keeping in mind that they are volunteers and they are rotated along with the 
Lackland and Randolph Honor Guards for duty at Fort Sam Houston.   That's a 
heck of a commitment in my opinion.....and they have done pretty darn well to 
keep it, when they are notified far enough in advance to coordinate with the 
other Guards and switch dates.  FTVA has donated a couple of thousand dollars 
each year over the past few years to the Guard to honor their commitment to our 
Fallen Eagles.  They are very sharp......In fact, when BGen McDermott died, his 
wife specifically requested the Agency Honor Guard.  We'll get the obit and 
picture in the FTVA Newsletter whenever provided regardless of whether the 
deceased is a member of FTVA or not.  //Contributed by-Bob Cope// 
 
The Association has learned of the following losses from caring 
relatives/friends and/or obituaries. We extend our prayers and sympathy to 
their loved ones.  The note below addresses military honors for those interred 
at Ft Sam Houston in San Antonio and is for information only. 
 

 FALLEN EAGLES 
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skinned truck and staying at their racks, searching for key communications while 
wondering if one of the Stukas might decide to throw a few rounds at them.  He, 
like Herman Roesler (who flew as a linguist on bomber missions) was one of our 
earliest intercept operators.  This connection to our command history should be 
remembered and not forgotten. 

            Dan Hagy, FTVA Member 
 

*************************************************** ************** 
 

“THE ELEPHANT CAGE”  
Courtesy of Bill Murray  

 
Rass,  Ran across an old picture from NKP, Tailand of an elephant in the FLR-9 
"Elephant Cage" at Ramasun Station.  I can identify some of the folks in the 
photo, including Dan D'Apolito, and I think, Curt Dorsey. .  I don't have a 
precise date for this photo, but it would be after 1 April1971, as we can see the 
6924th Guidon hanging in back.  I'm also not sure who is holding it.  
  

 
Anyway, I'm the dude in 1505s on the far left.  The guy petting the 

elephant's trunk is a CMSgt whose name escapes me.  Immediately to his right 
and in the back is Larry Benkovich (sp?), a helluva fast pitch softball player.  I 
believe he is deceased. Fourth from the right is, I believe, Curt Dorsey, but not 
sure.  On the far right is Dan D'Apolito, and to his right is John Deptula.  John 
was the best man at my wedding, but I lost track of him after Thailand.  I'm sure 
someone else wil be able to identify others in the photo.  The photo was taken by 
TSgt James T. Cox, of the 6924th.                                     Cheers,    Bill Murray  
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As family and friends paid their 
respects, the 149th Fighter Wing 
performed a fly over in a missing man 
formation  
 
 

*************************************************** ************* 
ANNUAL PICNIC AT STAPLETON PARK  

 

After the conclusion of the Remembrance Ceremony by the C-47 displayed in 
front of the AFISR Agency headquarters buildings, a crowd gathered in 
Stapleton Park on Security Hill for the annual reunion picnic.  CMSgt (ret) A.J. 
Harrison and his stalwart crew of cold drink distributors served a thirsty group of 
attendees.  Several concessions provided burgers, nachos, etc. 

Above:  The fun of our get-together was evident all across the picnic grounds.  
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ISR Anniversary/FTVA Reunion Picnic Photo Album 
 

Askew, M/Gen Heithold, Wetterman, Kaus       Barnie Gavin and Chris Cook 
 

Waco W. & Dan Rivera-Lugo   Tommy Smart & Book      Busy Beer Booth 
 

USAFSS Roll Call sported “Wear Red Fridays” T-shirts in support of our troops.  
 
*************************************************** ************** 
 
Why is it that at FTVA reunions, you feel younger than everyone else looks? 
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DID YOU KNOW??? 

 
(Ed note:  Brigadier General Bernard “Ben” 
Ardisana, was the former USAFSS/ESC Vice 
Commander for whom Building 2000 was named.  He 
was born in Tampa, Fla., in 1924, and as I recently 
learned from Dan Hagy, upon completing high school 
in June 1943, Gen Ardisana enlisted in the U.S. Army 
Signal Corps ((forerunner of USAFSS)) as a radio 
operator.) 
 

 
Dennis, 
Based on our chat at the picnic, I’m offering the following insight that I gained 
into General Ardisana’s pre-AF history in intelligence.  While his bio offers his 
history in the AF, it merely touches on his time with the Army Signal Corps.  
What I heard from him doesn’t seem to be well known in the command.  I was 
honored that he shared the information with me. 
 
General Ardisana visited the 6911th at Hahn AB, Germany in 1977 while I was 
stationed there (1977-1982). As a fluent German linguist, I was asked to 
accompany him for the trip to Bonn in case there were any difficulties enroute. 
As we got out on the autobahn, he suddenly leaned up, resting his arms on the 
back of the seat between me and the driver and commented (in fluent German): 
“So, you speak German.” I answered back and we had a lengthy conversation in 
German as we drove – my new job at Hahn, how I came to know the language, 
German people, food, drink, etc. As we drove by Remagen, he commented that 
he remembered that bridge well. I asked him how he knew it so well (he looked 
and acted too young for me to think of him as a WWII vet). He said that shortly 
after the bridge was seized, he and a team crossed over the bridge in a weapon’s 
carrier (probably a 3/4 ton Dodge WC-series) that had communications gear 
(primarily receivers) in the back.  They set-up operations with their antennas on 
a hill on the opposite side of the Rhein river.  Their task was to monitor German 
communications and report reactions to U.S. forces seizing the bridge at 
Remagen. 
 
He didn’t go into any details about his actions on the hill (perhaps still classified 
at the time) but described the feeling as sitting in the middle of a target.  
 
I reviewed several comments available online from surviving soldiers of the 
Remagen seizure who describe the Stuka attacks, artillery, and other weapons 
firing at them.  I can only imagine a couple of young troops sitting in a soft-

History and Memories 
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positive impact in the administrative or operational support of operations.  The 
Young Gun award is presented to an active or reserve Spanish Linguist who 
exemplifies the tradition and legacy of the 
Spanish Linguist tradition.  The 2009 
Gracias Award was presented to Edward 
“Fast Eddie” Rincon (RIP) and Young 
Gun award went to TSGT Joshua Eads. 
 
The reunion culminated with a farewell 
breakfast final get together at a local 
eatery.   A great time was had by all and 
noise is already being created about our 
BR 2010 reunion which will be held in San Antonio in conjunction with the 
FTVA reunion festivities. 
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Picnic Photo Out Takes 

*************************************************** ************** 
THE FTVA/AFISRA ANNIVERSARY REUNION BANQUET  

 
Saturday evening, over 250 FTVA/ 
AFISR Agency members and their guests 
gathered at the Lackland Gateway Club 
for the 61st annual USAFSS anniversary 
banquet.  After Ms Bridget Grace sang 
the National Anthem again this year, our 
newly elected FTVA Vice President 
retired Col Ron Haygood led  the Pledge 
of Allegiance (Photo right).  Heading up the distinguished attendees was our 
guest speaker for the evening, Major General Bradley Heithold.  Also joining us 
in the audience from the AFISR Agency were Command Chief CMSgt Paul 
Weseloh and Director of Staff Ken Williams.  We were especially pleased to see 
Mrs Doyle Larson and her daughter Nancy in the audience.  Each one of the 
2009 Hall of Honor inductees was then introduced.  After a moment of silence 
for those serving our nation in harms way and especially those who have made 
the ultimate sacrifice, Chaplain Col Gerald Hogue gave the invocation.  A tasty 
dinner was then served while TSgt Venture Carter provided background music 
on the piano.   

(Left photo) After dinner, our guest speaker,  
Maj Gen Heithold put his prepared notes away 
and shared his very personal and informed 
perspective on recent significant developments 
in the ISR Agency.  Based on the standing 
ovation, his audience was both entertained and 
more aware of the Agency’s current status. 
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The festivities concluded with the 
traditional presentation of the “Presidents 
Gavel” to outgoing President Cook from 
FTVA Secretary Loran Sevening (right). 
Chris will now assume undefined duties as 
the FTVA “immediate past president.” 
 
 
*************************************************** ************** 

Prop Wash Gang Central Texas Area Gathering 
        Contributor:  Bob Cope 
A Prop Wash Gang Central Texas Area Gathering was held 24 Oct 2009 at KZ's 
house in San Antonio.  A lot of beer and tea was consumed and ALL the other 
PWG members' names were slandered among all the lies....er, war stories that 
were swapped.   

Standing) Steve KZ, Dennie Ferry, Bob Cope, Ward Hobby, Dave Leslie, Pete Seigel 
(Seated) Darryl Adair, Joe Bissett, and Darr King. Debbie Cope took the picture 
(and notes).  Airlee Owens' PWG tags were the hit of the gathering!  
*************************************************** ********************* 

Quotable Quote 
 

On Reunions -  I will say, it's interesting to listen to "new generation flyer" 
war stories.  OUR war stories from "yester-year" have been around far too 
long… repeated far too often... and are now a lot like us... far too WORN 
OUT!�  

          //Darr King// 
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 A “Burger Burn” was set up and 
sponsored by the Chief’s Group ((photo 
left)) where we enjoyed a delicious all 
American lunch of Hot Dogs and 
Hamburgers with all the trimmings.   
 
We then moved on to the highlight of 
our Friday activities, a memorial 
dedication of the 95th IS crew lounge in 
honor of four fallen MK brothers:  Shane 

Kimmett (portrait below), John “Rocco” Lastes, Carl Oliver, and Joseph Beard.  
 

 
The highly emotional ceremony was led by the Det. 
Commander, Major Tyler Morton.  Portraits of all 
four (example left) were sponsored by the 
Association of Spanish Flyers and will hang in the 
lounge as a memorial and reminder of our Spanish 
Linguist heritage.   
 
Saturday activities started off with a picnic at the 
Base Lake where all enjoyed an excellent beef, 
chicken and sausage BBQ washed down with plenty 
of brewskis, tea, and soda.   Saturday evening was 
the stage for our annual awards banquet which we 
held at a local Mexican food restaurant.  Special 

guest of honor was Retired Major General Regis Urschler and our guest speaker 
was Retired Colonel Bruce Strotman.  After an excellent dinner and a few 
Margaritas, we proceeded to the awards portion of the event.  The Association of 
Spanish Flyers bestows two annual awards to fellow Spanish Linguists, the 
“Gracias Award” and the “Young Gun” award.  The Gracias award is presented 
to a retired fellow Spanish Linguist or Spanish Linguist associate who has had a 
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apologizing to his many fans in the gallery and several course residents.  Thus, 
the first Beaner Reunion Championship was won by the ever rotund, classless, 
and gutsy Felix Unger, who deserves much credit for braving the punishing 
elements, wearing the ugliest golf outfit, and surviving an extremely hostile 
gallery while en route to the top of the leaderboard.  Ni un paso atras…. 
 
Most of Thursday evening was spent at a local sports bar, yes – Hugging and 
Kissing went on all night as more and more participants arrived.  After we 
closed the sports bar, die hard partiers retreated to the sanctity of the hotel 
provided party room where all enjoyed continued war stories, most of them 
greatly exaggerated.   
 

 
Friday was a full day of activities starting with a morning tour of the upgraded 
Rivet Joint and Senior Scout systems.  Kudos from the Association to the crews 
doing the presentations and in particular to the Senior Scout crew who managed 
to fly a training sortie to Offutt and indulge the reunion with an excellent brief 
and show and tell of the system.  The aircraft tour was immediately followed by 
a  tour of the Det. Squadron which brought back mostly pleasant memories. 
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6994th Scty Sqdn Reunion 
Rick Yeh (FTVA Life Member) 

 
The 6994th Security Squadron held its 2009 reunion 15-18 October 2009 at the 
OpryLand Holiday Inn in Nashville, TN.  Over 115 people, including 73 
USAFSS veterans and 2 surviving children of 2 of our unit members that were 
KIA in Vietnam participated in the event.  Members of the 6994th conducted the 
Airborne Radio Direction Finding mission aboard EC-47 aircraft throughout 
Southeast Asia from 1966 to 1974.  The next reunion of this group is planned for 
the summer of 2011 in Colorado Springs, CO, but members also plan to attend 
the EC-47 Association reunion in Ft. Walton Beach, FL in May 2010.  For 
further information, visit, the 6994th website at www.6994th.com. 
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Syracuse DLI Russians Hold 2nd Reunion in St Louis  
       Courtesty of: Duane Kimbrow (FTVA Member)  

 
On June 19, 2009 the Syracuse Defense Language Institute class, SR9-1-65B, 
and Goodfellow AFB 6940th School Squadron Russian Language (203) (1965-
66) Class held their 2nd Class Reunion .at the Hotel Lumiere, in St. Louis, MO.  
Our gathering included a few other guys picked up from Karamursel, Samsun, 
Chicksands, Wakkanai, Misawa and etc.  Maybe these folks could be candidates 
for "Future Pioneers" of Roll Call or maybe we should just be called, "Settlers". 
 

 
Front Row L-R:  Jake Hendry, Rick Phinney, Dennis Bell, Hubert Harrison, 
Norm Gutzmer, Dan Bostick, Duane Kimbrow (head turned), John Smith, Mike 
Dalton. 
 
Back Row L-R: Dan Stasinski, Walt Lucko, Eddy Bass, Bob Bruce, Russ Koch, 
Don Lape. 
*************************************************** ************* 
 

Golf!  A Game of Contradictions 
 

You hit down to make the ball go up. You swing left and the ball 
goes right. The lowest score wins.  And on top of that, the winner 
buys the drinks!! 
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Association of Spanish Flyers Reunion 2009 

     Contributed by: Segundo “Espy” Espinoza 
President – Association of Spanish Flyers 

 
The Association of Spanish Flyers (AKA Beaners) held their annual reunion in 
Omaha, Nebraska running from 13th thru 16th August, 2009.  BR 2009 was 
graciously sponsored by the Commander of Det. 1, 97th Intelligence Squadron, 
Major Tyler Morton, and hosted by his very talented wife, Mrs. Jeannine 
Morton-Brown.   

Saying it up front, and putting it mildly, this was by far one of the best reunions 
we have enjoyed since organizing the first one in 1989.   Running Thursday 
through Sunday in the middle of August, the reunion was joyous, at the same 
time raucous, and most importantly, ceremonial. 
The Thursday celebration, aptly named “Abrazos y Besos” (Hugs and Kisses) 
was all of that as the reunion Spanish Linguists, Spanish Linguist associates, and 
other invited fellow linguists, young and old arrived and mingled with Hermanos 
and Hermanas most of whom had not seen each other in quite a few years.  One 
of the highlights of the Thursday events was our golf tournament that afternoon.  
 
The 2009 Beaner Reunion first annual golf tournament was held at the Tregaron 
course in Bellevue, NE.  This course had a great reputation until it allowed Gary 
“Felix” Unger and Scotty Winn to play as a pair.  Dennis Hogue struck fear into 
the hearts of all wildlife encountered, yet ultimately succumbed to the heat and 
rigors of Tregaron’s rolling hills.  Jen Anthony probably won the longest drive 
competition, but Felix picked up her ball and tossed it into one of the lakes 
before the tournament officials could verify the shot.  A late charge by Scotty 
and Lee Anthony got them within a couple of strokes of the ultimate winner, but 
Lee’s errant approach on the 18th followed by a 3-stroke skirmish with the sand 
traps sealed his fate.  Scotty gamely fought on, but his elastic suspenders 
snapped from the torque of a runaway golf cart, and he spent the last two holes 
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Prop Wash Gang Reunites in Rockwall 
         Contributor:  John Harper, (FTVA Member) 
 
Over the November 6-8 weekend, a group of more than 100 Air Force veterans 
gathered in Rockwall and Greenville, TX for their annual reunion.  The reunion 
included a tour of L-3 Communications, a banquet at The Shores Country Club 
in Rockwall, a cruise aboard Seawolf on Lake Ray Hubbard and a tour of the 
Texas Schoolbook Repository.  You can learn more about the PWG at their 
website: http://www.silent-warriors.com/office_boy.html . 
  
Members of the Prop Wash Gang flew on specially configured military aircraft 
that gathered communications intelligence and signals intelligence.  The first 
missions started in the 1950’s and continue today throughout the world.  The 
targets ranged from the defunct Soviet Union during the Cold War to the 
battlefields of Viet Nam and the Gulf Wars.  The men and women who flew on 
these reconnaissance aircraft were highly trained linguists capable of 
simultaneous translation, sophisticated electronic technicians, warfare officers, 
skilled analysts, and the very best pilots and navigators.  The missions often 
lasted more than 20 hours in the air which required aerial refueling!  
Members of the Prop Wash Gang, along with their ground-based colleagues, are 
also known as “Silent Warriors” who were never allowed to speak publicly 
about their duties or the dangers they faced.  Although several aircraft have been 
lost on these missions, the reporting was very limited or very vague.  Memorials 
to lost aircraft and crewmembers are in Greenville, Texas as well as in San 
Antonio. 
 
Perhaps the best known shootdown of a reconnaissance aircraft was in 1958 
when Soviet MiG-17 pilots shot down a U.S. Air Force RC-130 aircraft over 
Soviet Armenia with seventeen crewmen aboard. The MiGs attacked without 
warning after it inadvertently penetrated denied airspace along the Turkish-
Armenian border. The bodies of six crewmembers were returned by the 
Soviets…the fate of the remaining eleven crewmembers remains unknown.  
Fifty Silent Warriors (48 flyers and two non-flyer) became KIAs or MIAs in 16 
separate incidents between 1953 and 2005. 
 

//Ed Note :John Harper spent eight years as an enlisted 
man, reaching the rank of Staff Sergeant while flying on a 
reconnaissance combat crew on more than 200 missions 
beginning in 1962.   He spent 12 years as an officer, 
earning the rank of Major and retired in 1980.  He then 
spent 26 years in higher education, before retiring from 
the Texas A&M System in 2006.  Harper currently serves 
as Mayor of the City of Rowlett, TX. // 

 
//Ed Note//:  Due to the constraints of our November printing deadline, photos 
and notes for this reunion will be available in the March 2010 RIT issue.//rass//. 
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6918th Scty Sqdn Newsletter - August 2009 
         Contributed by Stan Freymuth 

 
Welcome again, 6918th Security Squadron members, to the August 2009 
Newsletter.  I do not know how time passes so quickly, but it does, and here it is 
time for our next reunion the end of September in St Louis, MO.  Most of the 
plans are complete except for a few details.   
 
If you are not attending, you will be missed.  Your ears will ring because you 
will be lovingly talked about.  However, if you have not already done it, let us 
know that you not going to be there for sure.  If you are not attending and would 
like a note from you to be read at the banquet program, send it to Dave or Stan 
really quick so we can include it the program planning 
 
This is a 6918th Security Squadron reunion, hosted by Dawg Flight, so, Able, 
Baker, Charlie, Days and Ops, just use the information below for the negotiated 
rates and room “block”. We not only invite ALL, we encourage ALL 6918th 
members to attend.  You will enjoy! We already have 40+ members coming, 
plus their wives, so it will be an enjoyable group.  See the “attendance 2009” on 
www.6918thhakata.com to see how many of your buddies will be there.  (All 
represented except Baker Flight, to my knowledge.  Where are you Baker?  
We’re not 24/7 anymore.  We’re all on break! Come to St. Louis!)     If you have 
not attended a reunion since Japan, ask one of your comrades who has, and what 
he thought of it.  If you have previously attended one, we’ll probably see you at 
this one.  A lot of things have changed since we left Japan.  Before Sgt. Wilford 
Jackson died (2007), I asked him why he thought the 6918th group of men 
bonded so well in Japan.  His answer:  “The 6918th was a group of guys who 
worked, partied and played sports at 100%.  You did it with great vigor. You 
became a team of 100% effort individuals who became entwined in each others 
lives.  I have not seen this camaraderie at any of the other sites I’ve been 
assigned to!”  Today the bond continues.  Today we have reunions.  As Jack 
stated, in Japan, as a group, we drank, smoked and did other things at 100% with 
great vigor.  Today we are forty years older.  Most of us have cut down our 
effort on most of these endeavors.  If you have chosen to do away with some of 
these things, so have many of the rest of us.  Do not stay away from the reunion 
because you feel you will be peer pressured into doing something you no longer 
do.  At reunions, new memories are formed by renewing past friendships and 
creating new ones, with more mental clarity.   I know you will enjoy yourself! 
 
6918th Squadron dudes, it’s always a pleasure to chat with you.  Sept 27 will be 
here before we know it.  Come if you can.  Send a note if you can’t.         Take 
care, be safe and God bless America and those who protect it.          Stan 
 
*************************************************** ************* 
 
 
 



Remain In Touch December 2009 

30 

6918th Scty Group Hakata, Japan Reunion 
 
From  Sep 26-29th, around forty ol’ timers who had been assigned to the 6918th 
Scty Sqdn in Hakata (Brady Base), Japan could be found kickin’ up their heels at 
at Harrah’s in St. Louis, MO.   
Above - Sitting on the floor: Pete Bolte 

First Row Sitting L to R: Tom Winter, Trygve Anderson. Tom Stephens, Jim 
Sullivan, Terry DuRei, Wayne Graczyk, Brad Mingay, Rodger Miller, Fred 
Barnes 
Second Row Standing L to R: Dennis Dellinger, Larry Sheppard, Frank 
"Sheik" Shemek, Tom Thaxter, Marshall Gregory, Bill Guerard, Bill Wineland, 
Gil Cadena, Jesse Tweedle, Mike Ryan (Blue Shirt)  
Third Row Standing L to R: Danny Johnson, Ernie Woods, Ed Stallings, 
Howie Floyd (partly blocked by Cleve Greens head), Cleve Green, Stan 
Freymuth (blocked by Bill Guerard and David Bethard), David Bethard, Rich 
Caraway, Troy Powell, Don Skinner (Blocked by Gil Cadena), Al Benzing, Bill 
Mink (Blocked by Jesse Tweedle), Rick Elliot, Gary Millette (just behind 
Tweedle's shoulder and Mike Ryan's Shoulder), Myron Taylor (completely 
blocked by Mike Ryan), Bob "Miller" Farr, Carl Aegle 

 
 
C flight and Days (Left) 
Back Row L to R: Fred 
Barnes (Days), Carl Aegler 
(C Flt), Terry Durei (C Flt), 
Myron Taylor (C Flt), Al 
Benzing (C Flt) 
Front Row L to R: Wayne 
Graczyk (C Flt), Gary 
Millette (C Flt), Randy Page 
(C Flt), Larry Sheppard (Flt) 
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 6918th Hakata, Japan Out-Takes 

C. Farr, F. Shemek,N/ Mike, E.Shemek, B. Mike             Seed Caraway and Troy Powell 

          Takeko and Dave Bethard                                 Six Tired  Ol’ 6918th  Dawg Flighters 
 

Mike Tazik,  Doug MacDonald, Val Haglund         Gary Millette, Terry Durei, Wayne Graczyk 
 
Stan Freymuth added:  “The finest 
ladies in the world. (Left)  Ladies, 
thank you from the bottom of our 
hearts for your support in our reunion 
endeavor.  Many of us would not 
have been able to rekindle our 
lifelong friendships and memories, 
make new friends and memories 
without your support.  Thank you!  
We love you!” 


