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Dear FTVA Members, 
 
“It’s the little details that are vital.  Little things make big 
things happen.” – John Wooden 
Our organization operates under the mantra, “Remain In 
Touch.”  During the past couple of months I’ve been 
particularly touched by the far-reaching impact of the “little 

things” we do to live up to those words.  The FTVA website features a sign-in 
capability used by visitors to post virtually any comment.  Often reunions are 
publicized, updates are submitted, references are requested, and sometimes 
simply names, organizations, and dates are posted.  Each “sign-in” is forwarded 
to the Board of Directors’ e-mail, and often we’re able to place people in contact 
with old friends and co-workers via the membership network.  That’s gratifying 
in itself, but what’s more rewarding is literally seeing the flood of enthusiastic 
responses when reacquainted with a long-lost relationship.  The entire board 
takes a lot of pride in facilitating such actions, but all of us owe a huge 
“THANKS” to one member in particular. 
Bob Baert never sleeps.  I receive e-mail tests, website updates, snail mail, and 
membership status reports around the clock.  Most recently, he conducted 
negotiations with everyone from publishing companies to the US Postal Service 
regarding the shipment of this newsletter.  He’ll be embarrassed about my 
remarks, but his dedication to this organization isn’t visible to many of you.  
Suffice it to say that several of the “little things” that mean so much to the 
membership would simply be impossible without him.  Bob, thanks so much for 
your service to our organization and our nation.   
This is a great job!  During the past couple of months I’ve been privileged to 
represent the FTVA at the AF ISR Agency’s Holiday Festival and publicly 
speak to the outstanding airmen selected for the 30th Anniversary of the Maj 
Gen Doyle E. Larson Sensor Olympics Awards.  What an incredibly diverse 
collection of talent, hard work, and skill!  I can’t tell you how impressed I was 
with their stories and accomplishments, and can attest that your 
USAFSS/ESC/AFIC/AIA legacies continue to live through this generation.  
Phred Sevening and Ron Haygood proudly represented us at the awards banquet, 
where Maj Gen Heithold summed up the competition by saying, “Our mission is 
performed every day and every hour by an enlisted force second to none.   The 
skills, knowledge, and professionalism exhibited by these 72 airmen highlight 
what every one of our airmen within this agency provides, and just how valuable 
the products and information that they produce and disseminate are in today’s 
fight.” 
We’re looking forward to several key events over the next few weeks.  The very 
first Security Hill Professional Organization/Association Day is scheduled at the 
Kisling Center on 9 February, and I’ll look forward to reporting on that in the 

 The President’s Corner 
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next newsletter.  The details for our annual Spring Social are in this edition, as 
well as initial information for our fall reunion. 
Lastly, I’d like to ask each of you to periodically check our website 
(http://www.ftva.org).  We work hard to provide pertinent information, yet also 
rely on your input for its content.  It’s one of the “little things” you can do to 
improve our association and support to AFISRA.  Thanks again for your posts, 
comments, and feedback.  We’ve welcomed several new annual and lifetime 
memberships to the fold recently, and need your continued support.  I look 
forward to seeing many of you at the upcoming festivities! 

Remain In Touch, 

              Lee Anthony 
************************************************************** 
 
 
 
Dear Members,        
Your RIT newsletter thrives on your feedback and depends on access to open 
unit website exchanges.  I want to thank those members who provided their 
input to this March issue and in particular, Larry Ross for his Heritage Chapter 
contributions and reunion reports from Bob Cotti for the PWG, Johnnie Estes for 
the AMTA and Stan Freymuth & Ed Mink for the 6918th.  Special thanks to 
Dap, who continues to compile the obituaries found in our Fallen Eagles section.  
In this issue, you’ll find an invitation to the Spring Social at the Gateway Club, 
nomination form for the HOH, and a note on annual membership renewals.  
Hope you enjoy your RIT and Happy Easter!    
      Sincerely,           

          Rass”  Rassmussen 
 
 
 
    
  

Information in the form of letters, notes, fax, e-mail, or by phone is accepted 

as true and factual.  In order to include as much information as possible, some  

of it may be edited for brevity or may be delayed for later publication.  

Publishing of any article or notice in this Newsletter does not assure accuracy 

or endorsement by the Association or Agency. 
**************************************************************** 
   (Intercept from Mrs. Frog’s kitchen window) 

  

SHE:  “HEY FROGGY, WHAT’S NEW IN THE 

RIT NEWSLETTER THIS TIME?” 

 

  HE:  “OH, I JUST WANTED SEE WHO 

CROAKED LATELY.” 

 

The Editor’s Desk 

Editor’s Disclaimer 
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Dee 1956 - Shiroi Japan APO 73 Base Christmas Menu listed 6020 Air Base 
Squadron, Det 46921 RGM, 6902 Sp Comm Gp, 6903 Comm Squadron, 6920 
Scty Wing, 6002 AISG and 6004 A/SS.  Three base patches have been identified 
thus far: the Shiroi Rockets used red and black bumblebee for the bowling team 
in 1956, the yellow and black bumblebee on white was used by both the Judo 
Club and Pistol team in 1958 and the red and black bumblebee on white for the 
Pistol team in 1958 and 1959.  
We now have most of the Shiroi history from July 1948 - Oct 1959.  
Thank you to Gene Hyden, Ray Brinzer, Frank Kwaitkowski, Carl Becker, Bill 
Martin, Jim Keeley, et al.  

     Remain in touch, Ric Smith, Sr., USAFSS Rollcall Pioneer  
 
**************************************************************** 

Morse vs Smoke Signals 

 
//Following creative exchange took place on Security Service Yahoo Groups// 
 
On 1/4/2010 Wif101@aol.com wrote:     dit  dahdit  dahdahdit  didahdidit  didit  
dididit  didididit    dahdahdah  dahdit ditdahdidit  dahditdahdah    didahdahdit  
didahdidit  dit  didah  dididit  dit 
        -----------------------------------Response---------------------------------------- 
On 01/04/2010 Lonnie Henderson wrote:  OOO OO OOOO O OO OOOO/O   
OOOO O OOOOO OO OOOOO/OOO   OOO 
(These are digitized smoke signals – alternative comms of Native Americans) 
Chiefus 
       -----------------------------------Response------------------------------------------ 
George Montague wrote:   Chiefus, this is family oriented group, please no foul 
language.       George 
     -------------------------------------Response------------------------------------------ 
Lonnie Henderson wrote:  Oops!  Sorry.  Following is the clean family version: 
OOO  OO OXXO O OX OOXX/O  OXOO X OOXXX OO OXXOO/XXO 
OXO 
 
       ----------------------------------End Exchange-------------------------------------- 
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Checkin' Inn 

 
//FTVA Member CMSgt John Oles (aka “Boneman”) -USAFSS/ESC (Ret) has 
been living in Thailand since his retirement and sends this update.//redacted for 
brevity//rass// 
From: John Oles  
To: Bob Cope  
 
Despite allegations of my disappearance from the face of the earth by NSA, 
ASA, and other organizations, it's obvious the allegations are false. Boneman 
lives - still in the jungle, but alive none the less. 
 
Kim and I are both alive and kicking (not each 
other).  Last year was our 36th wedding 
anniversary.......and since the world revolves around 
12 year cycles (according to the placemat at every 
Chinese restaurant), 36 is a “biggee”.  As was Kim's 
60th last Oct and my 60th in a few weeks.  We had a 
nice catered event at the house for our 
anniversary....it just so happened to be the coldest 
day in Udon in years....46 degrees.....and that's with 
no source of heat, mind you!  We survived, but the 
Johnnie Walker didn't. 
 
For our annual shopping extravaganza in December,  We did a few days in 
Bangkok, then flew up to Chiangmai, then drove a rental to Maehongson and 
back, then finished up in Udon.  The 3 of us managed to put one foot in Burma, 
but as there were no signs of Aung San Suu Kyi, we aborted our trip and 
returned to Thailand.  Luckily, we didn't have to travel far.  //Redacted//  We are 
planning a trip back to the US later this year.....don't know exactly where or 
when, but certainly part of the time will be in San Antonio.  I'll let you know 
when we make some firm plans.  Pass on our hellos and “sawasdees” to the folks 
back in San Antonio.   Thanks, as always for all the updates.      Boneman 
 
**************************************************************** 

Who Turned On The Lights at Shiroi ? 

 
//Following received from Frederic (Ric) Smith, Sr (FTVA Member)// 

Rass,   Please include the following addendum to our Shiroi, Japan article in Dec 
2009 RIT “Who Turned Off The Lights at Shiroi”.   This is the rest of the story. 
 
NOV 1947 - A USAF aerial photo indicated early interest in this site. JULY 
1948 - 621 Tactical Control Squadron was assigned to Shiroi.  
DEC 1949  thru AUG 1951 - 61st Air Control and Warning Squadron. 1951 thru 
1952 - 528 Air Control and Warning Squadron.  
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It is membership renewal time again.  Do you owe?  The easiest way to tell is to  
check the mailing label on the envelope this newsletter came in.  If your name is 
followed by a “2009”, you have not paid this year’s dues.  If your name is 
followed by a “2009” and you recently mailed your dues, they probably crossed 
paths in the mail.  It can take up to three weeks for mail to funnel down to me. 
 
Unfortunately, if your 2010 dues are not paid by the end of May, this will be the 
last newsletter we can mail you.  If you owe 2010 dues, please mail your dues 
($20.00) to: 
 
Freedom Through Vigilance Association 
P.O. Box 691616  
San Antonio, TX 78269-1616 

Bob Baert 
Membership Support 
membersupport@ftva.org 

 
*********************************************************** 
 

 

 

With the concurrence of the FTVA BOD, Bob Cope and Loren “Phred” 
Sevening have agreed to continue serving as FTVA Treasurer and Secretary 
respectively for an additional 2-year term (2010 – 2012). 

*********************************************************** 

 
The Hall of Honor Selection Committee is soliciting nominations of candidates 
for induction into the Freedom Through Vigilance Association’s Hall of Honor.  
The induction ceremony is a major element of the association’s reunion 
activities and is scheduled for Saturday morning, 25 September 2010, at 
Headquarters, Air Force Intelligence, Surveillance and Reconnaissance Agency 
(AF ISR Agency). 
 
Since the creation of USAFSS as a major air command in 1948, members of 
USAFSS/ESC/AFIC/AIA/AF ISR Agency, hereinafter referred to as the 
command, have been at war 24/7/365 as anonymous sentinels, engaged in 
combat with foreign enemies of the United States and its allies while conducting 

The Membership Corner 

Annual FTVA Officer Selections 

FTVA Hall of Honor Nominations 



Remain In Touch                                                                   March 2010 

 4 

operations in the air as aircrew members, on the seas aboard U.S. naval ships, 
and on each of the major continental land masses.  In no small measure, their 
contributions toward the preservation of our freedoms, though largely 
unheralded, have been vital to the continuance of our national security and our 
way of life.  The command has been blessed with an abundance of talented 
members who possessed the skill sets and intellectual capacity, coupled with 
unselfish dedication and commitment, to conquer whatever challenges they 
encountered – often while confronting significant adversity and at great personal 
sacrifice.  
 
The Freedom Through Vigilance Association’s founders established the Hall of 
Honor in 1983 to honor those individuals who served the command with great 
distinction and contributed immeasurably to successful mission accomplishment.  
To date, 155 individuals have been inducted into the Hall of Honor.  They 
include former officer, enlisted and civilian personnel whose contributions as 
technicians, supervisors, planners, managers and leaders extend from World War 
II through the ongoing war on terror.  The Hall of Honor preserves the legacy of 
those who have gone before, highlights their deeds, and honors their 
contributions to the Nation. 
 
We have all had the privilege of serving with individuals who are viable 
candidates for induction into the Hall of Honor.  This is an opportunity to 
nominate deserving individuals in an attempt to ensure they receive the 
recognition and lasting tribute they have earned.  The Selection Committee will 
review all eligible nominations and select individuals for induction into the Hall 
of Honor using eligibility criteria and procedures pursuant to the Hall of Honor 
Charter.  A copy of the Charter is available in the newsletter and on the web 
page at http://www/ftva.org.  
 
Nominations must be received not later than 7 June 2010 and may be submitted 
either by mail or email.  Nominations submitted by mail should be addressed to 
FTVA, Attn: HOH Committee, P.O. Box 691616, San Antonio TX 78269-1616.  
Email nominations should be addressed to me at fly99rls@sbcglobal.net or to 
Bob Cope at rcope6@earthlink.net.  Please limit your nomination to one page, 
front and back, using the HOH Nomination Form available in the newsletter or 
on the website. 
 

Thank you and remain in touch, 
 

Bob Sherwood 
Chairman 
Hall of Honor Program 
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Do You Remember? 

 

E-Mail - rhardest@tampabay.rr.com 
Name – Richard  Hardesty 
Comment - My brother-in-law, Dale Williams, from PA was in the 6902nd from 
Oct 52 - Oct 55...does anyone have info or photos of that time period...did 
anyone know him?  Please e-mail. 
 
**************************************************************** 

Addition to Fallen Eagle Website 

From: Edwin Jones 
Comment - Greetings. I served with Bruce Limpus in Berlin and know the 
family. He passed in 2009. You have him listed on your Fallen Eagles website, 
but you have his rank at retirement as UNK. He retired as a Technical Sergeant.  
Also, I was a friend of Mike Hunter at the Goodfellow PME Center who also 
passed last year (2009).  He retired as a Master  Sergeant. 
      Edwin Jones, SMSgt Ret. 
**************************************************************** 

Addition to USAFSS Bibliography of Publications 

 
From:  Bill Grayson (FTVA Member) 
Please add my book to the Bibliography List: 
 

CHICKSANDS: A MILLENNIUM OF HISTORY 

Author – William C. Grayson  
Military Service – USAFSS 1958-1978 
Civilian Career – INFOSEC/OPSEC consultant to the White House, Homeland 
Security, NASA, NATO, and DOD agencies 
Category – Non-fiction 
Setting – 1000 years of Chicksands (England) history including RAF COMINT 
in WW2, USAFSS in the Cold War, and UK DISC from 1997 to the present  
Order- http://www.amazon.com/Chicksands-Millennium-William-C-
Grayson/dp/0963320815/ 
 
100% of proceeds donated to USO for troops in Afghanistan and Iraq 
The newsletter keeps getting better; great job!  Regards,  Bill 
 
**************************************************************** 

Were You There? 

 
E-Mail - Papawnmam oo@aol.com 
Name - John  Johnson 
Unit - 6910th RSM Camp Pieri  Germany 
Comment - would  like to hear from old friends Wayne Doval and Charlie 
Chunn and the rest that were there from 1956 1959. 
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Looking For 

 
From:  Dave Varrell (d.varrell@comcast. net) 
Location: Billerica, Mass 
I’m trying to locate any of the guys from the 6916th at Rhein-Main/Incirlik 
/RAF Chicksands 1960-62 or maybe AFIT Syracuse 1959. Please e-mail me. 
 
**************************************************************** 

Back From Alaska 

 
From:  Pete Siegel (FTVA Member) 
Date:  Wed, 30 Dec 2009 
Back home after a great visit with our daughter, son-in-law, and the Mighty 
Miss Kate, our 25-month-old granddaughter in Eagle River, AK.  She 
definitely has fighter pilot eyes b/c she can spot the Golden Arches if they 
are w/in half a mile of the highway.  We drove to Salcha, AK, outside 
Fairbanks to spend Christmas with long time friends from our '81 - '84 
Hanscom AFB, MA assignment.  Saw caribou, reindeer, and moose.  We ate 
moose stew, moose jerky, and moose pemmican jerky and helped butcher a 
moose hindquarter that our friend gave the kids.  We drove back to Eagle River 
with a cooler full of moose, halibut, salmon, and blueberries.  Have a great 
picture of Denali (a.k.a. Mt McKinley to Lower 48'ers) in its winter finery, 
i.e. clouds.  Temps ranged from +40 to probably -20.  Son-in-law flies F-15C 
Eagles with the Gamecocks of the 19th Fighter Sq - "Top Cover for America." 
 
For Darr King: Went by Eielson AFB several times, but not on base. 
For those who were stationed with the 81st at Elmendorf AFB: The Sourdough 
Sentinel, the base newspaper, published its last edition 12/18/2009 after 
60+ years.  Elmendorf and Fort Richardson are becoming Joint Base Elmendorf 
Richardson in 2010 and the new paper is the Arctic Warrior. 
 
**************************************************************** 

He Finally Found Us 

 
E-Mail - carl@bristolcountry.com 
Name – Carl Williams 
Comment - Russian, Polish, Hindi-Urdu, Skytop, DC, Monterey. Elmendorf, 
Kelly, Darmstadt, Mt Meissner, Goodbuddy, Berlin, Offutt. 
 
Note:  My membership application is on its way. 

 

 

BITS & BYTES 
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Following up for those of you who visited with CMSgt (Ret) Tom Baker at the 
FTVA annual reunion last September about his on-going health concerns: 
 
From: Tom Baker  <tgbretired@aol.com> 
Sent:  Tue, December 1. 2009 
Subject: Surgery for Colon Cancer 
Hi Everyone, 
Made it back home.  Surgery went as well as could be expected.  Still stiff and 
sore, but that will heal in time, I hope.  I gave up about 6 to 10 inches of colon.  I 
go back for a checkup in two weeks and will find out any follow-up treatment  
Tomorrow, I finally get to eat some real food.  I want to thank you all for your 
thoughts, prayers, cards, and calls checking up on me.  It is comforting to know 
that I have so many friends. 
  
Again, thanks and I will keep you posted.  Tom 
 
//Tom informs us that he’s on a chemotherapy regimen until June 2010. //rass// 
 
**************************************************************** 
From: Bob Cope  
Sent: Sat, December 19, 2009  
Subject:  MGen (Ret) Paul Martin 
 
Things went smoothly for the General in the hospital Wednesday and they 
kicked him out Thursday, thinking they got it early ...and all Lab reports are  
due after the 1st.  He mentioned that he's getting mail from "folks he hasn't seen 
in 20 years,” so keep up the good work: 

Remain In Touch, Bob 
---------------------------------------------------------------------------- 

Sent:  Mon, Jan 25, 2010 
From: Bob Cope 
Subject:  Update on Gen Martin 
 
Talked to the General today and he says he's doing fine.  Back to  
work and headed for Denver tomorrow.  They think they got it all and he's 
taking some preventative chemo, but is feeling great...... 
 
Address remains: 
MGen (Ret) Paul Martin 
2431 Old Hickory Blvd 
Nashville TN 37221 

Remain In Touch,    Bob 
 

BEDSIDE MATTERS 
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From:  Axel Anaruk 
To:  Skivvy Nine Groups 
Good Day - All Well!  It’s almost a week since Thanksgiving, and the feeling of 
thanks still abounds. We were blessed with our oldest son and his family on 
Thanksgiving day. They live only about 7 or 8 miles down the hill from us, and 
have since about January when they moved from Florida to Colorado. Both my 
son and daughter-in-law were military brats who got left behind in Florida when 
it was time to move on!  Our youngest son will visit us from San Antonio for 
Christmas. Since he and wife both love to ski and snowboard, our location near 
Denver gives them motivation to come visit us in the winter! Both Momma and I 
anticipate a wonderful Christmas with the entire southern branch of the Anaruk 
family gathered here! It is unfortunate (in the reunion regard) that the rest of the 
kin still live in Anchorage and out in the villages.  Would love to see them more 
often, and have the Anaruk matriarch with us as well as brother, sister, and 
assorted nieces and nephews! The matriarch is "only" 86 but will likely never 
travel here as the altitude gets to her (she discovered that when I had an extended 
visit to Colorado in 2005.)  I have enjoyed reading of everybody's holidays and 
thoughts of thanksgiving on my other yahoo groups.  I live thanksgiving every 
day of my life, especially since May 2005 when all good things (on this earth) 
almost came to an end for me.  I give thanks, as always to you folks for the care 
and support we received during my little hospital stay.   Back to lurk mode 
awaiting Christmas!    Axel 
 
**************************************************************** 
//Ed note// Beginning last September and continuing through early December, 
Frederic (Ric) Smith has submitted updates on Johnny Jones, who suffered 
serious head and back injuries from a fall while working on the roof of his home.  
Johnny was hospitalized for several months while recovering in the Jacksonville, 
FL area.   
   
From:  ricmaryannsmith@comcast.net 
Subj:  Status of Johnny Jones 
 
Rass, the Eagle has landed back in Palm Valley!! Johnny is very happy to be 
home from the hospital and looking forward to the Christmas Holidays. I just 
spoke to Arlene and the relief in her voice was noticeable. Spread the good 
news.   Thanks,   Ric 
**************************************************************** 
 

Golf's a Hard Game to Figure 
 
One day you'll go out and slice the ball, then shank it, hit it into all the traps 

and miss every green. 

 

Then, the very next day you go out, and for no reason at all, you really 

stink!  
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5 February 1973 * EC-47 BARON 52 Downed Over Laos 

     
The loss of the eight man 
crew of BARON 52, an EC-
47Q reconnaissance aircraft 
(Tail #636) assigned to the 
361st Tactical Electronic 
Warfare Squadron (TEWS) 
was the very last multi-crew 
aircraft lost in the Southeast 
Asian war.  The USAF 
Security Service (USAFSS) 
reconnaissance crew (back-
enders) were members of 
Detachment 3, 6994th 
Security Squadron located 

at Ubon RTAB, Thailand (recently known as Detachment 2, 6994th SS, Danang 
AB, Vietnam).  
   
 This incident occurred nine (9) days after the formal signing of the Peace 
Accord "ending hostilities" in Southeast Asia.  Laos was not invited to be a 
signatory to the agreement. Much has been reported on, and speculated about, 
the cause of the "loss incident" and the ultimate disposition of the crew.  Suffice 
it to say at this writing, the crew has not returned, albeit, one (Lt. Bernhardt), 
whose partial remains was buried by family in 1973. 
 
In 1997, a casket containing a few bone fragments and tooth purportedly 
representing the remaining seven crewmembers was interred at Arlington with 
some family members present.   (The USAF formally closed the case on 
BARON 52.  Some of the families have not.) 
           
                      Submitted by Tom Crowley (FTVA Member) 
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2010 marked the anniversaries of the loss of some of our 
own on February 5, 1969 and again on February 5, 1973.  
Let us pause and pay respect to their memories and to 
remember their surviving family members.  These were 
our EC-47 reconnaissance brothers and they are our 
heroes.  They made the ultimate sacrifice: they paid the 
ultimate price. 
 

5 February 1969  *  Pleiku-based EC-47 CAP72 downed over Laos 

 
Gravestone (left) at 

Jefferson Barracks 

National Cemetery, St. 

Louis, Mo. for CAP72 

EC-47 crew lost 5 

February 1969. 

 
Crewmembers were 
initially listed as Missing In 
Action.  The mission 
aircraft wreckage was 
located in May 1969 and 
remains found at the crash 
site were skeletal and 
commingled.  Air Force 
identification specialists 
were unable to differentiate 
between any of the crew’s 
remains.   
 

 

 
 

CAP 72 USAFSS LOSSES 

 
TSgt Louis J. Clever - Det 2, 6994th SS 

TSgt Hugh L. Sherburn - Det 2, 6994th SS 
TSgt Rodney H. Gott - Det 2, 6994th SS 
SSgt James V. Dorsey - Det 2, 6994th SS 

Sgt Clarence L. McNeill - Det 2, 6994th SS 
 

*Foregoing made available by Bill Mink, Hakata 6918
th

 Site Webmaster  

(http://www.6918thhakata.com)  as part of  a tribute to SSgt James Dorsey. 

 In Memoriam 
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New location!!  This year, the annual FTVA Spring Social will be held at the 
Lackland Gateway Club, San Antonio.   This year we’ll gather in the Gateway 
Room on Saturday, April 10th from 1700 to 2000.  The cost is still $5.00 per 
person which includes re-connecting with fellow members, heavy puu-puu’s and 
a pay-as-you-go bar .(in that order).  Maj Gen Bradley A. Heithold, AFISR 
Agency Commander, has agreed to bring us up to date on Agency happenings. 
 
FTVA civilians, retirees and active duty service men and women are all invited 
to enjoy this special evening.  We will be recognizing some of AFISR Agency’s 
recent returnees from Afghanistan, Iraq and AOR.  See you there!! 
 
**************************************************************** 
 
 

 
Heritage Chapter Holds Annual Christmas Party 

Submitted by Larry Ross 
  
The FTVA-Heritage Chapter (San Angelo) held it annual Christmas party on 
December 10, 2009 at a local Italian restaurant. This year, we had an exceptional 
turnout.  Forty members and guests enjoyed a good meal and great fellowship. 
 It was great to meet new members and see some members like Mr. and Mrs. 
Andy Dove, whom we hadn't seen in 
quite a while.  A special guest was John 
Shore, who joined USAFSS in 1951 and 
spent 12 years with USAFSS.   John 
attended Crypto school at Scott AFB in 
May '51 and was sent to Johnson AB, 
Japan in Aug '51 from Brooks AFB and 
assigned to 1st RSM later transferred to 
the 6920th Group. 

(Above) President Ron Graham also 

presented a USAFSS "dog" tag to John 

& Addie  Shore.  

 

(Left) Andy Dove, Ed Bendinelli, 

and Corky Bingham won door prize 

drawings for three additional tags.  

Annual FTVA Spring Social 

FTVA Chapter Reports 
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 (The tags were donated by Larry and Diane Ross who received them at the 
November PWG reunion in Rockwall, TX.)  Cindy Willey continued her 
tradition of handing out hand-knitted pot holders to each wife. 

 Left: Larry & Pat Miller 

 Right:  Corky & Karen Bingham 

 
Left side of table                      Right side of table 

Al Wankowski                          Gary Belcher 

Terry Giroux (standing)            Lois Belcher 

Marilyn Wankowski                 John Shore          

Russ Thoma                              Addie Shore         

Jane Thoma                              Bill Allen              

Jan Vogt                                   Celeste Allen                 

Buck Vogt        (Not Pictured: Larry Ross – photog)    Left: Wayne & Chae Bascom    
                       Right: Nancy Larson & Julia  

      (A foreign exchange student)      
 
*********************************************************************** 

Heritage Chapter Hosts International Intelligence Students 
  
On November 30, 2009, members of the FTVA-Heritage Chapter (San Angelo) 
held a "meet and eat" social with six foreign officers from Goodfellow Training 
Center’s International Intelligence Applications Officers Course.   For over 10 
years, the Chapter has hosted such informal exchanges with foreign officers 

attending classes here with the help of Mr. 
Terry Giroux, Course Manager and Joe 
Dube, Course Instructor.  This time, officer 
students from Slovenia, Jordan, Indonesia, 
Thailand, Pakistan and Taiwan were in the 
group.  (The representatives from Saudi 
Arabia and Oman were unable to attend).   
Visiting officers informally chatted with 
members of the Chapter exchanging views 
on various aspects of their home countries.     

“JJ” Graham betwn (L) 1Lt Sanitsom  

(Thailand) and (R) Maj Tsai (Taiwan) 
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General Lew Allen, Jr.  who served as the tenth Chief of 
Staff of the U.S. Air Force passed away Jan. 4 in Potomac 
Falls, Va. with burial following in Arlington National 

Cemetery. General Allen, a West Point graduate, entered the 
Air Force in 1946 and completed multi-engine flight 
training in November 1946. He flew bombers at Carswell 
Air Force Base, Texas, until he entered the master's program 
at the University of Illinois in 1950.  In 1952 he received a 
Master of Science degree in nuclear physics and went on to 
earn a doctorate in physics in 1954. He spent the next 19 
years working in the scientific community, involved with 
some of the nation's most sensitive space projects. For that 

work he was inducted into the Air Force Space and Missile Pioneers Hall of 
Fame Aug. 8, 2007, at Peterson AFB, Colo.On his way to becoming the chief of 
staff of the Air Force, General Allen held a number of intelligence positions 
including director of the National Security Agency, chief of the Central Security 
Service and commander of Air Force Systems Command. He was appointed 
chief of staff in July 1978. During his tenure, he oversaw the establishment of 
Air Force Space Command. 
 
Following his retirement in July 1982, he became director of the Jet 
Propulsion Laboratory National Aeronautics and Space Administration center in 
Pasadena, Calif., and remained in that position until 1990. An award has been 
established in his honor that is presented annually to a base-level officer and 
senior NCO in aircraft, munitions or missile maintenance directly involved in 
aircraft sortie generation. According to officials, the award was established as a 
tribute to General Allen's legacy of attention to detail and technical expertise, 
attributes reflected in the nominees honored with the award bearing his name. 
 
**************************************************************** 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

  Honorary Fallen Eagle 
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as a Colonel in April 1974.  He flew 22 missions as a B-24 pilot with 8th Air 
Force in WWII, remained on active duty and flew a number of different aircraft 
before joining the 55th Strategic Recon Wing.  He spent 17 years with the 55th 
flying world-wide recon missions for the Strategic Air Command, flying the B-
47’s. He served as Aircraft Commander, Instructor Pilot, Squadron Ops Officer, 
Squadron Commander, Detachment Commander, and Asst Deputy for 
Operations. His last duty assignment was Chief of Recon, Collection Division, 
National Security Agency, Ft Meade, Maryland. After his retirement from the 
Air Force, he worked as a Program Manager for Litton Systems, Inc., Greenbelt, 
Maryland for 16 years. Colonel Riley’s decorations include: Legion of Merit 
(with 1 OLC); Distinguished Flying Cross (w 1 OLC); Air Medal (w 3 OLC’s).  
 
****************************************************************
CMSgt (Ret) Henry “Hank” N. Connors was born on February 4, 1934 and 

passed away on November 16, 2009. He is survived by his wife 
of 53 years Theresa S. Connors, and children: Susan C. 
Blankenheim and husband, Peter; Kevin N. Connors and wife, 
Patti; Kelly J. Connors; Karen C. Olexy and husband, Daniel, 
and Kathy A. Connors.   ‘Hank’ was a USAFSS Veteran with 
31 years of service.  He made his mark as a Chinese linguist and 
later as an enlisted leader and mentor for many young enlisted 
men and women. He proudly served the Knights of Columbus, 

VFW and DAV. // Obit // Hank also served as FTVA Past President and was a 
member of the Board of Directors for several years. //Dap// 

 

**************************************************************** 
A former USAFSS member, Sgt. Brian Barbor, Westchester, 
CA. succumbed to cancer after being released from active duty. 
His mother and father were also military/government service 
people. Hannah Barbor WWII, USMC, and Maj. Brian  Barbor, 
WWII USA/OSS, & LAPD (Ret) ALL DECEASED . 

        //Submitted by Ssgt. Jenard Loken USAFSS // 
 
**************************************************************** 

Gentlemen - These names were added to our Misawa Roster as 
Fallen Eagles.  As always, I try to make sure the information is 
accurate but some are "best guess" from information I have on 
hand and what is provided at the SS Death Index web-site. 
 

Gause, Earlish M.  1953 - Deceased Mar. 5, 2009 per SSDI 
Hlivko, Gary A.  202 68-69 Deceased Jan. 7, 2009 per SSDI 
Yonkovig, Jame V.  202 on T2 68-70 Deceased Nov. 6, 2009 per Rick Bennett 

          
   //Submitted by Helen Henderson, Misawa Project // 
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J Dube, T Giroux, D Ross & Capt Idriansyah       Cindy Willy, Ken Bransdorf, and  “JJ” Graham 

Lt Col Mir w/ Larry Miller and Ed Bendinelli     Capt Idriansyah Visits with Larry Miller 

**************************************************************** 

Goodfellow hosts Military Retirees Appreciation Day 
                                                       by Airman 1st Class Anne Gathua 

 
11/17/2009 - GOODFELLOW AFB --  The 17th Medical Group held the annual 
Goodfellow Retirees Appreciation Day and Health Fair Saturday at the 
Goodfellow Clinic. More than 150 retirees from all services and their spouses 
spent the morning learning about military retiree health benefits, receiving 
updates on their personal health and learning how to improve and maintain a 
healthy lifestyle. 

The retirees received their annual flu shots, 
tetanus and pneumonia immunizations and 
were able to speak to medical providers 
about their health issues including cancer 
prevention, nutrition and exercise, physical 
therapy and stress management.    
Healthy breakfast tacos and coffee  
were served throughout the morning. 
 

(In Bkgrnd l-r) Ed Bendinelli, Larry Ross,        
 Retired Air Force Master Sgt. Felix, 

Al Wankowski & Ken Bransdorf (back 
     Remain in touch,     Larry Ross 
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Gold Country Chapter, Yuba City, CA 
 
December 2009 
Hey guys, 
 
Got my FTVA Newsletter today – thankfully, orders are starting to come in 
already for the shirts.  I want to thank you again for getting it into the December 
2009 issue.  I am in hopes of making a donation from the t-shirts to those 
handling "Operation Warm Heart" at Beale AFB during the holidays.   
       

Richard "SAC" Sacchetti  
   ---------------------------------------------------------------- 

February 2010 
Rass, 
 
I figured I'd bring you and the FTVA BOD's up to date regarding the t-shirt 
designs posted in the December 2009 FTVA Newsletter.  I want to thank each of 
the twenty-three members of FTVA who have donated by ordering one, or 
more of these t-shirt designs, to date.  At our GCC meeting on February 8, 2009 
, the Officers of the GCC voted unanimously to donate the "full proceeds on 
hand from the t-shirt donations" to Operation Warm Heart, to assist those 
military families at Beale AFB in need of assistance.   This was in lieu of 
splitting the proceeds, with the other half going to the Beale AFB yearly Intel 
Family Picnic in Aug/Sept of each year.  To get a donation out quickly to 
"Operation Warm Heart" we sent a check for $92.00 from donations to date. 
 
I underestimated the cost of mailing resulting in an increase of 50 cents on future 
shipping.   The additional shipping costs ended up being "out of pocket" (my 
donation to the cause) and would ask that you include the increase in your future 
donations.  I apologize to the FTVA members for any inconvenience to them. 
 
Thanks to all who have thus far participated in our (GCC/FTVA) program to 
help those men and women in USAF Intel, assigned to Beale AFB in California, 
the home of; DGS-2, the U-2 Dragon Lady, the Global Hawk, et al...).  Our 
appreciation to the FTVA BOD for allowing the GCC to fulfill a project we 
were very much interested in doing - accumulating donations for Beale AFB's 
"Operation Warm Heart". 
 
God Bless America and God Bless our Troops.  
 
Remain in Touch 
 

Richard "SAC" Sacchetti 
President 
GCC/FTVA 

        E-mail: richardsacchetti@comcast.net  
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 Bert H. Mongeon, Maj, USAF (Ret.) was born in Woonsocket, RI on March 
23,1929 and died in San Antonio, TX on November 26, 
2009. He enlisted in the Army Air Corps in early March 
1947 and rose rapidly through the enlisted ranks.  
Commissioned in 1953, he served mainly as a staff officer 
in a variety of AF missions at the major command, joint 
task force and USAF levels. He retired in early 1967 from 
HQ Security Service. Late in his military service, he 
attended college level courses in South Carolina, Tokyo, 
and Washington, D.C., raising his educational level from 

high school drop-out to the undergraduate degree at the University of Maryland 
in 1963 and then completing a year of graduate work at American University in 
1965 just before reassignment to San Antonio. He left the work force at an early 
age to spend more time with family, to travel, grow roses, bass fish, and for the 
daily care of his elderly mother. // Obit / 

**************************************************************** 

John E. Wright  - Rass, Howdy.  I don't know if you remember John. He was 
an X1 and GAFB/TTM OL Coordinator back in mid-80’s.  Didn't 
see John's name in FTVA directory so I assume he was not a 
member. On October 28th, the day before I left for Utah to attend 
my nephew's funeral, I got a call from Denise King, from John's 
home in Alaska, letting me know that John was dying of lung 

cancer. Denise's daughter Debbie is married to John Wright, Jr., who is now 
stationed in Lakenheath. Well, after I got back and hadn't heard anything for a 
week or so, I called John's wife Gloria. She told me that John passed away on 
October 30th, 2009, at his home in Eagle River, Alaska. He was 56 years old. I 
believe he retired as a SMSgt in 1997 after a 26 year career. Besides 
Goodfellow, I know he went to Japan after Goodfellow and then to Alaska // Ed 

Bendinelli // 

 

**************************************************************  
Colonel James R. “Jim” Riley //I would especially like to get the word to 

BGen Regis Urschler about the passing of an old RB-47E 
Command pilot (he did time with USAFSS at Fort before 
he retired). The attached tells all about my Dad. // Jim 

Riley // The Wichita MOAA Chapter members were 
saddened by the death of Col Jim Riley on 20 November 
2009.  Col Riley, or simply “Colonel” to the many who 
knew him, was a member of the Wichita MOAA Chapter 
for 20 years, serving as President and on the Board of 
Directors for 15 years. He was also a member of the 

Daedalians, the Derby Lions Club for 20 years, serving as District Governor of 
17-SE in 2004-5, and Boy Scout Youth Coordinator. Colonel Riley was a valued 
volunteer at the McConnell Base Pharmacy for 20 years.   Born in Cincinnati, 
Ohio, he was called to active duty as an Aviation Cadet in January 1943, earned 
his USAF pilot wings, and commissioned a 2nd Lt in February 1944. He retired 
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cared and provided for his family. The day was not complete without family 
members at the dinner table describing their day and answering Art's world 
history or current event questions. He taught us all to do our best. Be a 
contributor in the world. Art will be missed by his entire family and the 
countless people he encouraged, influenced, and touched throughout his life. 
Memorial contributions can be made to the ARC Kiwanis Scholarship fund or 
charity of choice. // Obit // 

**************************************************************   
Michael Park  I just want to pass the sad news of the passing of an USAF MB, 

who spent time at Korea, Hawaii, and Fort Meade.  Michael 
passed away on Monday 7 December 2009 from an apparent heart 
attack. Believe Mike retired about 1998 and lived in the Pasadena 
and Odenton area here in Maryland. I regularly saw Mike at our 

Fort Meade AF Friday Nite bowling league and he was a great guy and friend. 
// Aggie - 202/208, '80-'01, Osan '82-'83// 

 

*************************************************************** 
MSgt, Joseph Kulick, 20170, passed away on Jan 2, 2009.  He 
served at Ft Meade, Crete, Zweiibrucken and Thailand as a 
member of USAFSS until his retirement in 1976//Emery G. 

Rahrs// 
 
************************************************************** 
 Col. Jack Pitchford, a fighter pilot from Mississippi who survived seven years 

in the Vietnamese prison camp known as the Hanoi 
Hilton, has died. He was 82. The Natchez native was 
shot down in 1965 and taken to the Hoa Lo prison, 
where Americans, including famous veterans like U.S. 
Sen. John McCain, were tortured. and released in 1973. 
His brother said Pitchford died Wednesday (December 
4, 2009) after battling a brain tumor. He was born John 

Joseph Pitchford Jr. on May 29, 1927. After earning his wings, Pitchford 
volunteered with the Wild Weasels, responsible for destroying surface-to-air 
missiles. // Hattiesburg American.com // Page 12A of today's Express-News, 
Jack Pitchford was a short time member of the USAFSS/ESC family, He was a 
F-100 driver in Viet Nam, and, as I remember, he flew MISTY FAC sorties and 
(my memory is feeble on this one) flew EW support missions (later Wild 
Weasel).Jack was a friend of mine and a former commander of AFCSC and 
deputy DCS/ Intel for the command.  Not in the best of health, he did his best for 
the USAF and his country.  // Doug Holden 

**************************************************************** 
Sad to report C. Lloyd (Zeke) Chandler passed away 25 Feb 08. 
Just got the word.  He was a Russian linguist.  At Wakanai and 
Johnson in 52-54. I believe he attended Syracuse. Lived in Omaha 
NE. // Vern Scott // 

 

Remain In Touch                                                           March 2010 

 11 

Aloha Chapter, Honolulu, HI 
 
From:  Tilly Toillion 
Aloha Rass, 
  
First, we got your nice Christmas card and second, the box arrived the next day 
with the FTVA Newsletters  - which I’ve already given to CMSgt Eden to share 
with the 324th IS folks as well as other on-island zoomies.   
  
Looking like our next meeting with their Top 3 will be after the first of the 
year…will keep ya posted.  Thanks again for all the support – greatly 
appreciated.  

 Mahalo, 
  

    John Toillion, Chapter President 
 
**************************************************************** 
 
 
 
 
From: John Armintrout (FTVA Life Member) 
Sent: Sunday, December 13, 2009 
Subject: Prop Wash Gang (PWG) Activities 
  
1.  Merry Christmas! 
     Wendy & I would like to wish you all a Merry Christmas and a Happy New 
Year.  I would also like to pass on my thanks to those that contributed to the 
“Christmas for the Troops”.  With the help of the Beaners we raised $3,250.  
The Airborne Maintenance Technicians Ass’n also kicked in an additional 
$1,350.  Thanks again.  I'm sure the troops will put it to good use. 
  
2.  Request from the Century Club 
Got the following from TSgt Leslie Darrow who has taken over the helm of the 
Century Club: 
  
"Sir, 
    Hi, my name is Leslie Darrow and I am currently stationed at Kadena AB, JP 
with the 390th IS.  First off I want to say thank you to you and the entire Prop-
Wash gang for all you did with our career field and all that you continue to do.  I 
was deployed two Christmases and received the giant packages that your 
organization sends, absolutely awesome!  You guys send all the stuff we really 
need and we really appreciate it, so thank you.  Secondly, I would like to ask a 
favor of you (sorry), I don't know if you are familiar with an organization called 
the Century Club but basically it is a group of Kadena RJ flyers that have flown 
at least 100 sorties (please forgive me if you are already familiar with it).  

Letters To The FTVA  
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Anyway the records for the club were lost and as a new member I am trying to 
put together some information.  So what I am asking is if you could post on your 
webpage a request for all members of the Century Club to send their name and 
when they joined and if they are willing a good e-mail address to me at 
mercredi_soleil@yahoo.com or leslie.darrow@kadena.af.mil so that I can create 
an accurate listing of all the members.  
  So much of what makes this career field special is being lost with stricter rules, 
less varied missions and all the other extra stuff that is being added that I really 
would really like to see this organization re-vitalized and I hate to see the past 
lost so any help that you and your organization could provide would really be 
appreciated.  Again thank you for all that you have done and continue to do.   
  

TSgt Leslie Darrow" 
  
She would like this passed on to as many retiree groups as possible.  Col. Cope 
or Lee, if you could have it included in the next FTVA Keep In Touch, I'm sure 
she would appreciate it. 
**************************************************************** 
 
 

 

Sensor Olympics Honors Technicians, Receives New Name 
by Tech. Sgt. M. Erick Reynolds 

Air Force ISR Agency Public Affairs 
 
LACKLAND AIR FORCE BASE, Texas  -- The culmination of hard work, 
testing and evaluation within the Air Force Intelligence, Surveillance and 
Reconnaissance Agency was recognized at the 30th Annual Maj. Gen. Doyle E. 

Larson Sensor Olympic Awards Banquet Nov. 19.  
 
With more than 10,000 Airmen eligible to compete, three finalists in each of the 
24 career specialties were selected from more than 6,000 Airmen who 
volunteered to compete for the gold, silver and bronze medals.  "The Airmen 
took two tests that measured job knowledge at different levels," said Tech. Sgt. 
Mark Richardson, Maj. Gen. Doyle E. Larson Sensor Olympic Awards 
coordinator. "The first test is administered at the unit level and the second is at 
the agency level." 
 
The initial Sensor Olympics held in 1979 was called the COMFY Olympics by 
retired Maj. Gen Doyle Larson, former Electronic Security Command 
commander. The Senor Olympics have taken on several names over the years. 
This year the competition name officially changed to the Maj. Gen. Doyle E. 

Larson Sensor Olympic Awards.  
 
"Renaming the Olympics after General Larson has two purposes," said Chief 
Master Sgt. Paul H. Weseloh, Air Force ISR Agency command chief. "We want 

AFISR Agency News 
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Richard A. Blair passed away December 25, 2009 in Kerrville after a long bout 
with cancer at the age of 73. He was a longtime employee of 
Gulf States Utilities in Beaumont, TX. He worked at Electronic 
Security Command, Kelly AFB, retiring from there in 1992. He 
and Martha traveled extensively throughout the Southwest, 
including serving as Park Rangers at Guadalupe Mountains 
National Park. A veteran of both the Army and Air Force. 

************************************************************** 

Cascille French, loving wife of Lt. Col. C.T. French (USAF, Ret.) passed away 
on Monday, December 28, 2009. A Memorial Service was held on 
Thursday, December 31, at Leak-Memory Chapel with Chaplain 
Winston Brooks officiating. She was a longtime member of the 

Retired Officer's Wives Club and held several offices.   She loved to garden and 
was a master gardener. // Obit // 

**************************************************************** 
Another Fallen Eagle Old-timer Ben Miller of the 85th/6914th passed away in 
late 2009. // Barthel (55-75) – USAFSS Roll Call Site// 

**************************************************************** 
Per his wife, notification was received that Marcel-Henri Claing 
of 8117 Highwood Wy in Orangevale, Ca 95662, passed away.  
Unsure of the exact date, but believe it was in February 2009, if 
memory serves me. // Rich "SAC" Sacchetti –President Gold 

Country Chapter F T V A // 

****************************************************************  
Brig. Gen. (ret) Arthur William Kellond, 93, passed away on December 12, 

2009, in San Antonio, TX. He was born February 2, 1916 in 
Honolulu, Hawaii to Arthur P. and Dorothy Kellond. Art lived in 
Honolulu, El Paso, and San Antonio during his youth, graduating 
from TMI, San Antonio in 1935. That same year he enlisted in the 
Army Air Corps as a flight cadet, stationed at Randolph Field, 

graduated from flight school in 1938, married Helen Kelly, and flew regular 
missions guarding the Panama Canal with tours during WWII in the Philippines 
and Okinawa, returning to the U.S. in 1944 when Art and Helen were divorced. 
As a lieutenant colonel in the Air Force, Art trained new air cadets at Dover Air 
Base, Delaware where he met and married the former Eleanor Hitch in 1947, 
later moving to Los Angeles to complete his BA at UCLA. During Art's 
distinguished 31 year Air Force career, achieving the rank of Brigadier General, 
he led thousands of people in Japan, Maryland, Alabama, Virginia, Hawaii, 
Germany, and San Antonio, until his retirement in 1966 as Deputy Commander 
of Air Force Security Service. After the Air Force, Art worked briefly at NSA in 
Maryland followed by ten years at Lockheed Missiles and Space in Sunnyvale, 
California as senior program director- communication satellite design and 
deployment. With full retirement in l979, a home in northern California, Art and 
Eleanor traveled throughout U.S. for many years while visiting friends and 
family.  Art communicated with HAM buddies and surfed the internet along the 
way. Art was also a dedicated, thoughtful, kind husband and father who always 
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Robert H. Dobbins Longtime great friend and fellow AMT (November 24, 
1937 - December 17, 2009).  Bob Dobbins entered the United 
States Air Force April 16, 1956 as a single young man from 
Ohio.  He returned home on leave in 1960 and won the first 
hand in a card game for a date with Maxine Walker.  That was 
the first time they had ever met, but they did go on a date and 

after their year-long courtship they were married and headed to Davis-Monthan 
Air Force Base.  They eventually wound up in New Hampshire in 1965 at Peese 
Air Force Base for a very short time before transferring to San Angelo, Texas 
and Goodfellow AFB for the required school to become an airborne maintenance 
technician (AMT) in USAFSS. After finishing the school in San Angelo Bob 
and Maxine departed for Yokota Air Base, Japan for three years before packing 
up and moving to Kadena Air Base, Okinawa to be among the first AMTs to be 
assigned to the brand new 6990th Security Squadron under commander, Doyle 
E. Larson.  They departed in 1972 for the United States and Offutt Air Force 
Base, Nebraska then went to their base of choice at Wright-Patterson AFB, 
Ohio, retiring on September 1, 1990.  Then, Bob worked at this civil service job 
for twelve plus years.  After retiring from civil service Bob worked the Prairie 
Trace Wright-Patterson AFB Golf Course as a marshal.  Bob was the 25th 
member of the AMTA as a LIFETIME CHARTER MEMBER.  Bob only 
missed one reunion as he was one of those that loved his friends and always 
wanted to be there to join in the fellowship.  We thank God for allowing Bob 
Dobbins to be a part of our lives even though He cut it short //By Johnnie Estes; 

info Maxine Estes // 

**************************************************************  
 Capt Walter D. Goss  It is with sadness that I pass along an email informing 

Wally’s friends that he passed away in Richmond, KY on 28 
Dec '09.// Larry Tart // Rass and Bob.- Goss was a former 
USAFSS airborne intercept operator (Russian linguist) who 
flew recon missions aboard C-130 and RC-135 aircraft while 
assigned at Yokota, Offutt, Eielson and Mildenhall from 1961 

to 1973 . Assignments included: 1955 Enlisted; then basic Russian course @ 
Syracuse U. 1956 - 59 Rudesheim and then to Hof, Germany on Czech border. 
Discharged. 1959. He reenlisted in March 1960; Syracuse/Intermediate Russian 
1961 to Goodfellow AZK training, then to Stead and to Yokota1, Misawa, 
Yokota; TDY to Vietnam about 1965. Offutt, Syracuse/Advanced Russian 
course; then RS425 school/Ft Meade: 1967 - 69 Eielson, then on to 
Shemya/NCOIC Burning Star project Offutt; TDY to Kadena & Vietnam (AMS 
on Comfy Ears/Echo) 1970 - University Nebraska/Omaha – bootstrap April 71 - 
OTS 1971 - Goodfellow AFB/OIC AZK program.  1975 - 81 Crete; retired in 
April 1981. Lockheed Missiles & Space Company in England; retiring at 55 yrs 
age, Then taught armed self-defense to instructors in Kentucky.// Bob Cope// 

“Walter was my good friend and neighbor who had been fighting cancer for 
three years.   He was an avid shooter who owned dozens of guns and did his own 
reloading.  He was a great story teller, loved animals and will be sadly missed at 
local social functions.//Charlie Harris// 
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to recognize General Larson for his contributions to the enlisted recognition 
programs and second, to ensure each of our winners from the 24 Air Force 
specialty codes that compete receive the full recognition they deserve. Naming 
the award as the Maj. Gen. Doyle E. Larson Sensor Olympic Award will help 
people realize what it means”, Chief Weseloh said.. 
  
Finalists had several days of activities at the headquarters prior to the banquet. 
They met with Air Force ISR leadership, attended briefings, career field 
functional area managers and toured the Warrior Week facility. 
  
//Ed Note// Received a letter from TSgt. Mark Richardson, Sensor Olympics 
coordinator, thanking FTVA for its $4,000 donation in support of the program.// 
 
**************************************************************** 

NSA/CSS Inducts Four Pioneers into the National Cryptologic 

Museum's Hall of Honor 
 
Dec 1, 2009.  Four pioneers of American cryptology were inducted into the 
NSA/CSS Hall of Honor recently at the National Cryptologic Museum. In his 
keynote remarks during the induction ceremony, John C. Inglis, Deputy 
Director, National Security Agency, highlighted the distinguished achievements 
of each of the inductees:  Mr. Richard A. Day, Jar, Ms Minnie M. Kenny, Maj 
Gen Doyle E. Larson, USAF and  Mr. Arthur J. Levenson. 
 

 
Maj Gen Doyle E. Larson, USAF: significantly increased 

the Air Force's role in Command, Control, and 

Communications Countermeasures; he served as the 

first commander of the Electronic Security Command, 

established the Joint Electronic Warfare Center, and 

saved countless American lives by helping to devise the 

TEABALL system. 

 

The Museum’s Hall of Honor, 
created in 1999, pays tribute to the 
pioneers and heroes who have 
made significant and enduring 
contributions to American 
cryptology. For more information 
on the NSA/CSS Hall of Honor or 
the National Cryptologic Museum, 
visit the NSA Homepage at 
www.nsa.gov.   (Above:  Ronald Fontanez, Nancy Larson and 

Ken Williams attended the induction of Maj     

Gen Larson into the Nat’l Cryptologic HOH.) 
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Airborne Crypto-linguists_ 
by Staff Sgt. Steven Boles 

311th Training Squadron, Goodfellow AFB 

A select group of 83 Airborne Crypto-linguists, known as “1A8s”, in training at the 
Defense Language Institute, Presidio of Monterey, Calif. were treated to a tour of Travis 
Air Force Base, Calif. on Nov. 2.  The highlight of the tour featured the RC-135 Rivet 
Joint, provided by Offutt Air Force Base, Neb., along with a detailed walk-through and 
explanation of the aircraft. (U.S. Air Force photo/Capt. Eric Waldo) 

 
PRESIDO OF MONTEREY, CA The training pipeline for Airborne Crypto-
linguists, known as "1A8s" is long.  It is not only long in the sense of months, 
but often years as well. For Airmen diligently working their way through the 
courses and exams required to one day wear those "Enlisted Aviator" wings, it 
can feel like assembling a jigsaw puzzle, without the box-top to use as a 
reference. Airmen spend over a year with only a tenuous grasp of their own 
futures, filling in the missing pieces of the puzzle with reports from 
acquaintances further down the road, stories from NCOs, and their own 
imagined dreams and fears, merging them into a matrix that may have no 
bearing on reality. On Nov. 2, a select group of 83 1A8s in training at the 
Defense Language Institute were treated to a glimpse of the puzzle's box-lid. 
 
After arriving at Travis Air Force Base, Calif., the Airmen were greeted by 
representatives from the 60th Operations Support Squadron, who delivered a 
"Welcome to Travis" briefing. Many of these Airmen had never set foot on an 
Air Force base, aside from their training at Lackland; to be welcomed to an 
airbase as Airmen rather than being corralled on as incoming basic trainees is a 
valuable reminder of the privilege of wearing a blue suit. The briefing included 
the history and amenities of Travis AFB, as well as the current mission and its 
impact on global operations.  
 
Following lunch at an Air Force dining facility, the Airmen received a second 
briefing. If the purpose of the first was to reinvigorate pride in their blue suit, the 
second lit a flame of anticipation in the privilege of a Nomex suit. Despite full 
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Doolittle Raider to remain on active duty, retiring in 1973.  Col. Macia’s 
decorations include the Legion of Merit with 3 Oak Leaf Clusters, Silver Star, 
Distinguished Flying Cross with 2 Oak Leaf Clusters, Air Medal with 8 Oak 
Leaf Clusters, Croix de Guerre avec Palme, and Chinese Army, Navy and Air 
Corps Medal.// mainstreetradical.com/ Full story of Col Macia’s  life during 

WWII  including an interview of  his adventures  can be found in the archives 

of mainstreet radical.Com. //With the outbreak of the Korean War, he was 
recalled to active duty and assigned to Headquarters USAF, Europe in the Office 
of the Deputy Chief of Staff for Intelligence.  And eventually was the Director of 
Operations for the Air Force Security Service, Kelly AFB, TX.  In 1964, he was 
assigned to the European Region of the AF Security Service in Frankfurt, 
Germany, where he was later the commander.  He returned to Kelly AFB in 
1968 and served as the Chief of Staff of the Air Force Security Service until his 
retirement as a colonel in 1973.  After retirement from the Air Force, he was the 
business manager for the Catholic Archdiocese of San Antonio, Texas until 
1990.  In 1987, he helped plan and manage  Pope John Paul II’s visit to San 
Antonio.  He and his wife, Mary Alice, continued to live in San Antonio until 
her death in 1999. //excerpt of Obit. In SA Express News. // 

*************************************************************** 
MSgt Bill Nettles      Hi Everyone, just received word from 
Keiko Nettles (wife of Bill Nettles), that Bill passed away back 
on May 25 of 2009.  Bill and I were stationed at Misawa in the 
early 80s and he later went to Goodfellow.  If I learn of more 
information I will pass it on. // Tom Baker // 

*************************************************************** 
SMSgt John Edwin Neeley, 83, of Orange Park, FL passed away Wednesday, 

May 27, 2009. // Published in Florida Times-Union // 
Dear Rass, Jim Woodard lives over in Green Cove 
Springs, right close to where John lived.  He visited 
several times and even encouraged John to get to a couple 
of our reunions, to the delight of all who knew John or 
knew OF him.  He said the last time he went over, John 
was not well and not in the mood for company.  I did a 
little more checking and there is no obituary, just the 

death notice.  And this was probably just the way John wanted it...no fuss. // 

Helen Henderson – Web Site // I'm surprised that this news was not 
forthcoming until long after his passing.  John and I worked together on the Iron 
Horse System at the 6924th SS DaNang.  Well known throughout the USAFSS 
units in the   Pacific area.  A legend in his own time. Kay Crumby, Pete 
Canestaro, John, and I built the S&W board at our new ops building at Da Nang 
in 1968.// Jim Duffy // Sorry to hear of John's passing.   Spent time with him at 
Brady.   Was a great guy to work with. Always ready to help you out.   He was 
definitely a legend in his time.   Never went anywhere that I didn't hear about 
John Neely.   A pleasure to have served with him.   RIP John. // Joseph Charette 

 ( from USAFSS Rollcall Site 01/02/10)// 
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Col Adolf M. Wright, USAF, (Ret), age 96, born July 18, 1913, the 4th of 5 
children of Sydney and Adele (Rosenfeld) Wright in Louisville, 
Kentucky, died, Jan. 5, 2010. He graduated from the University 
of Louisville '34 with a B.S. in Chemistry. He worked as a 
chemist for 2 yrs. before enlisting in the Army Air Corps in '37. 
Graduated Pilot & Bombardier training at Kelly Field, San 
Antonio, TX in '39. Military schools attended included: 
Command & Staff School, Leavenworth, KS; AF Staff Course, 
Washington D.C.; Armed Forces Staff College, Norfolk, VA; 

Industrial College of the Armed Services, Washington D.C.; & the War Dept. 
Gen. Staff Officer Training Group. He obtained rank of Colonel at age 31. A 
Command Pilot with 4500 flying hours (5 combat missions), Wright retired to 
San Antonio, Texas after 28 years of service. Medals include: Legion of Merit, 
Army Commendation Medal, Amer. Defense Service Medal.  His service took 
him to AF Combat Replacement Training Center (Solomon Islands, New 
Guinea), the Philippines (Wing Comm., Clark AFB), Turkey (Dep. Chief of 
Staff, Joint Amer. Military Mission) and Japan. In Misawa, Japan he was 
Commander of the 6921st Radar Group Mbl. & Security Wing Comm.  He was 
loyal to his country and devoted to his family. In retirement, he was President of 
the Antonian H.S. Athletic Club. A generous man, he spent many hours rescuing 
and repairing cars for stranded friends and family. He and his wife, Peg 
(Margaret nee Reid) had been married 64 years when she died in 2004. // Obit // 

****************************************************************
Col. James Herbert Macia Dies at Age 93  - “America Has Lost a Hero” 

In the post-9/11 world, the term hero has been thrown 
around often by politicians and the media.  At a time 
when our country is losing a generation of selfless men 
and women, it is a good time to reflect on the actions 
of some of our true American heroes.  One of the latest 
losses is that of Col. James Herbert Macia, who died on 
Monday December 21st, 2009.  Col. Macia was a 
Bombardier/Navigator on Crew 14 in Jimmy 

Doolittle’s Tokyo raid (pictured right).                    This volunteer action was 
considered by many to be a mission of no 
return.  Col. Macia’s ensuing career reads like 
a history of the US Air Force.  After taking 
part in the first offensive action of World War 
II, and a long and dangerous journey out of 
China, he went on to serve with distinction in 
North Africa, Italy, and France.  Following 
the war, Col. Macia returned to duty and 
became involved with the U-2 and early 
satellite reconnaissance programs. After 
serving with the Strategic Air Command as director of intelligence, Second Air 
Force, Col. Macia was assigned to the Air Force Security Service. He completed 
his military career as chief of staff, Air Force Security Service, and was the last 
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bellies and a darkened briefing room, all eyes were aglow as intelligence 
professionals in flight suits lifted the curtain and painted for these future 
cryptologic operators an enthusiastic portrait of the important role they will play 
in protecting our national security. Even the most seasoned linguists nodded in 
approval at the quality of questions eagerly asked by the students. 
 
At this point, the Airmen were split into three groups, and rotated through 
different tours. The Travis AFB museum graciously opened its doors, allowing 
Airmen who are surrounded by U.S. Army facilities day-to-day, a chance to 
connect with the proud history of the Air Force, including 35 static display 
aircraft. Next, they were welcomed to a tour of the C-17 Globemaster III, where 
the Airmen were guided by pilots and loadmasters through the cavernous cargo 
hold and flight deck of one of the largest aircraft in the fleet. 
 
The most anticipated tour was the RC-135 Rivet Joint, provided by Offutt Air 
Force Base along with a full crew to provide a detailed walk-through and 
explanation of the aircraft. The crew included many operators who several years 
earlier were language students themselves, and were able to offer to these 
Airmen a clear and relevant perspective on their futures. Questions ranging from 
deployment rates to career paths were answered frankly and enthusiastically, but 
a common thread through all the answers was the following: "This is an exciting 
career field, that is very fulfilling to its members, and the hard work invested in 
the long training pipeline is indeed worthwhile."  
 
Thanks to the efforts and hospitality of the leadership at both Travis AFB and 
Offutt AFB, and the sacrifice for a day of one low-density, high-demand 
reconnaissance aircraft and its crew, the desire and motivation of a new 
generation of airborne crypto-linguists has been reignited 
**************************************************************** 
//From:  Pete Siegel 
To:  Chief Editor/Editor-in-Chief Rassman 
Here's something for the next RIT. We honored her at the '09 Remembrance 
Ceremony.  Pete// 
 

Female Airman Killed by IED Awarded Medal 
The Associated Press 

Posted : Friday Jan 22, 2010 21:27:10 EST 
 

WASHINGTON — Air Force 1st Lt. Roslyn L. Schulte was posthumously 
awarded the National Intelligence Medal for Valor on Friday for her efforts to 
teach Afghan military officials how to gather and interpret military intelligence. 
She died in May in Afghanistan when an improvised explosive device struck her 
vehicle en route to a Bagram Airfield. 
Director of National Intelligence Dennis C. Blair made the announcement at a 
quarterly National Intelligence Community (IC) Awards Ceremony, where he 
also recognized 42 other teams and individuals for outstanding accomplishments 
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in the IC.  Schulte is the first woman to receive the Medal for Valor, a tribute to 
heroism in connection with an IC contribution to national security. Schulte’s 
parents, Robert and Susie, and her brother, Todd, attended the event on her 
behalf. 
In three months of duty in Afghanistan, she “made a far-reaching impact on how 
intelligence was taught and shared with the Afghan National Army,” said Blair, 
speaking from the headquarters of the Office of the Director of National 
Intelligence. Schulte, he added, was “wise beyond her 25 years, and respected as 
a leader by all those around her — from general to airman to Afghan tribal 
leader — regardless of the branch of service, regardless of nationality.” 
A 2006 graduate of the U.S. Air Force Academy, she was an intelligence, 
surveillance and reconnaissance operations officer assigned to the 613th Air and 
Space Operations Center at Hickam Air Force Base in Hawaii. She was 
deployed to Afghanistan in February 2009, serving the Combined Security 
Transition Command-Afghanistan. 

Schulte was the command’s foreign 
disclosure officer, working to 
enhance information sharing with 
Afghan forces. She was often 
required to travel outside of her main 
base at Camp Eggers in Kabul, 
Afghanistan, to more remote parts of 
the region. 
Originally from the St. Louis, Mo. 
area, she was the first female to be  

(Above) 1st Lt. Schulte's parents, Robert &   ..  killed in combat. 
 Susie, and her brother, Todd, accepted  the 

 Intelligence Medal for Valor on her behalf. 
*********************************************************************** 

 
 
 

 
April 15 - April 17, 2010  

6937th  Peshawar Air Station (Web Site: http://6937th.50megs.com/) 
Location: Lexington, Kentucky  
POC is: Dennis Mills (E-Mail: dgm846@aol.com) 
Phone: 859-986-4612  
Comments: Peshawar Air Station closed January 1970.  

 
 
April 22 – 24, 2010 

6910th Darmstadt to Augsburg Reunion 
Location:  La Quinta Inn in San Angelo, Texas 
POC is:  Tommy Smart (E-Mail - smart1of8@hotmail.com) 
Phone: 325-944-0079 325-212-7660  
Address:  2933 Canyon Creek Dr., San Angelo, TX   76904 

Reunion Announcements 
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colonel was recalled to duty and stationed in Japan, where he developed a 
network of listening posts.  He worked primarily with the U.S. Air Force 
Security Service, managing electronic eavesdropping from the U.S., Europe and 
the Pacific. His posts included the National Security Agency at Fort Meade, Md. 
and  NORAD in Cheyenne Mountain, Wyo.  In Hawaii and Guam, he helped 
plan Operation Linebacker, the continuous heavy bombing campaign of North 
Vietnam - known as the "Christmas bombings· - that marked the last years of the 
Vietnam War. For his work on Operation Linebacker, he shared in the 1972 
Collier Trophy, awarded by the National Aeronautic Association to "the Officers 
and Men of the 7th Air Force and 8th Air Force of the United States Air Force 
and Task Force 77 of the United States Navy." He helped found Corinna 
Historical Society in the building where he had attended school, and was its first 
president and one of its most significant benefactors. A plaque at the society 
honors his major gifts. He was a member of Corinna United Methodist Church. 

//Published in Bangor Daily News on January 12, 2010 // 
**************************************************************** 
MSgt Larry O Walls, MSgt Ret, passed away on 01 January 2009  following a 

long bout with COPD.  He spent his entire AF career as a 
202.  His assignments included San Antonio, Shemya, 
Wiesbaden, and Tan Son Nhut, He was well known for his 
cheerful attitude, his dedication to USAFSS, and his 
unwavering support of his troops.  He was a very good friend 
and I will miss him. // Homer Wariing// 

****************************************************************  
 SMSgt Hugh J."OB" O'Brien passed away the evening of February 3 in 

Hawaii. He suffered a massive heart attack a week or so 
earlier.  //Tony Cook // Hugh James O’Brien, known as 
“Jim” to his family and “OB” to his friends, entered eternal 
rest on February 3, 2010, at the age of 62. He is survived by 
his wife, Sun Cha, daughters Kathleen Song and Caroline 
Montoya, their husbands, and one granddaughter Nora. 
//Obit// “Sadly our friend OB has passed on.  He left us 
peacefully in his sleep Wednesday afternoon, 3 February, 

Hawaii time.  He was surrounded by his family. OB was a great man with a 
wonderful family and many, many friends.  Anyone who met OB had a friend 
for life.  He will be missed, but will live on forever in our memories.  Everyone 
is here for a reason, and I truly believe OB was sent to us to make the world a 
better place.  OB was truly a superstar”.//Leo Aipperspach// A well attended 
memorial service was held on Thursday, 11 February 2010 at the Main Chapel, 
Schofield Barracks, Oahu Hawaii.//John Toillion, Aloha Chapter//  Please feel 
free to share the word.  Dad's San Antonio memorial service will be on Thurs 
Feb 25th at Westover Hills Assembly of God @ 3pm and the interment with full 
military honors on Friday, Feb 26th, 10am, Fort Sam Houston.// Caroline 

Montoya (Daughter)// 
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Ronald H. Scott attended IFEL in the class that graduated in Sept. 1958.  I was 
in the preceding class but stayed on until Sept. 1958 because I 
was selected for the extended 12 month course.  Ron was a 203, 
Chinese.  He was an A/2C when he left IFEL, I don't know if he 
was promoted further.  I also don't know where he was posted 
after graduating from intercept class at NSA.  Like most of us, he 

only served one term and then was discharged.  I lost track of Ron until about 10 
years ago when I began locating some of my classmates and friends from IFEL.  
I found his obituary on the internet today; it was published in the The Dalles 
(OR) Chronicle states that he died on June 22, 2009.  Perhaps his widow, 
Wanda, has more details on Ron's service in USAFSS.  Hopefully, someone out 
there was stationed with him overseas.  Ron was a good friend to my wife and I 
when we were very young in New Haven. // Bob Slaughter //  
**************************************************************** 
 TSgt Reginald R. "Reggie" Nevels, USAF (retired), passed away on January 

7, 2010, with his loving family and friends by his side in 
San Antonio. Reggie was born in Moultrie, GA, on March 
24, 1935 to Roscoe Nevels and Kate Lucile Johnson. 
Following graduation from Moultrie High School, he 
enlisted in the United States Air Force. During his 23 years 
of service, he was assigned to Germany and France, and in 
the Philippines where he established communications for 
President Lyndon B. Johnson for the Seven Nations 

Conference. He also served several other tours to Viet Nam, Philippines, and 
Turkey. His decoration includes the Air Force Commendation Medal. // Obit // 
Even with a football scholarship to Clemson University dangling in front of him, 
Reginald R. “Reggie” Nevels wanted military service that sounded more 
attractive to the young man who'd grown up in Moultrie, GA.  Nevels had no 
clue that the Air Force would put him in many classrooms over his 23-year 
career. Nevels, who retired as a Technical Sergeant in 1976, established and 
maintained phone and other communications systems.  Sharon Kikuyo Monma 
Nevels, his wife of 37 years, recalled he learned air-conditioning and heating 
repair. He didn't enjoy working in the South Texas heat, however, and became 
an instructor instead. // article (excerpt) By Elaine Ayala - Express-News // 

****************************************************************  
Col. Leslie James Bolstridge II, 89, U.S. Air Force, retired, died Jan. 11,2010, 

at home. Col. BoIstridge was  born March 23, 1920, in 
Baltimore, the oldest child of Loren and Lena (Ervin) 
Bolstridge. Leslie graduated from Corinna Union Academy 
and earned bachelor's and master's degrees from the 
University of Maine in agriculture, and a master's degree  
from George Washington University in foreign affairs. In 
1943, Col. Bolstridge enlisted in what was then the U.S. 
Army Air Corps, and was stationed in Boca Raton, Fla., 

where he taught radio operation and electronics, and met and married  his wife 
Mary Lee McRae in 1946. When hostilities broke out in Korea in 1950, the 
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April 29 –  May 01, 2010  

Doggers (Viet Linguists) At: Ft. Meade, MD ( http://www.j2diving.com/fosp) 
Location:  BWI Comfort Inn & Conference Center 
POC is: Joe Turney - Phone: (512) 825-7290 - E-Mail: parrotjet@yahoo.com 
Comments: 35th Annual Fall of Saigon Party (FOSP) for USAFSS/ESC/AIA 
Vietnamese linguists and friends welcome. 
________________________________________________________________ 
 
May 14 – 16, 2010 
Second Annual 6911th  ESS Metro Tango Reunion 
Location:  San Antonio, TX 
POC is: Cherish m. (Calland) Shinner (E-Mail - - MTReunion@hotmail.com) 
Comments: We are fortunate enough to have Major General Bradley A. Heithold 
as a special speaker this year. We look forward to seeing you. 
________________________________________________________________ 
  
June 24 –  27, 2010 

The Misawa Project The 8th Reunion of the Misawa Security Service units 
(1949 through 1979)...1st RSM, 6921st, 6989th and 6920th..  
Location:  Holiday Inn Historic in downtown Philadelphia, PA. 
POC is: Helen Henderson (E-Mail: etaya49@hotmail.com) 
Phone: (904) 829-9235 or (904) 829-9235 -  
________________________________________________________________ 
 

September  3 – 7,  2010  

Yale Institute of Far Eastern Languages (IFEL)  All Class Reunion of 10/63 and 
1/64 classes including the guys at Yokota/Shu Lin Kou circa 65-67 et all 
interested – Da Nang, Russian/Korean/Viet linguists.  
Location of Reunion: - Portland OR 
POC is Jim Broadwell (Email - jbroadwell@qwest.net)   Phone (503) 312-9922 
________________________________________________________________ 
 

September 23  –  25,  2010  

ANNUAL FTVA Reunion at  San Antonio, TX 
Contact: president@ftva.org 
________________________________________________________________ 
 
April 2011  /  July 2011 
6981/USAFSS At: Elmendorf AFB, AK 
POC is: Wayne Prigge - Phone: 541.556.7939 - E-Mail:  ezlivnak@juno.com 
 Comments: I would like to know many former 6981/USAFSS members would 
be interested in holding a reunion, a two or three day event, on Elmendorf AFB, 
AK sometime in the April - July time frame of 2011. The advance date is to 
allow for sufficient notification and making plans. This notification is being 
made to determine whether or not there might be sufficient interest to continue 
with the plans.  
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(From:  Charles D. Church: davidchurch@bigrivertel.net  Ph: 573-686-1019 
Please publish the following in the next FTVA newsletter) 
 

6910th Darmstadt to Augsburg  Pre-Reunion Arrangements 
       By Tommy Smart 

 

OK, folks, we have a deal for our April reunion.   I negotiated a decent cost of 
the hospitality room with La Quinta Inn on Knickerbocker Road here in San 
Angelo and this is the place where we will meet.  The dates of the reunion will 
be April 22, 23, and 24, 2010 (Thursday, Friday, and Saturday) as were decided 
by a majority who voted in an on-line poll. The room rates at La Quinta could 
range from $50.00 to $70.00 per night.   The variation is because we won't know 
the actual going rate until they start receiving reservations to get a reasonable 
idea of how many rooms we will need to block for those dates. 
The price of $40.00 per person for registration includes the hospitality room rent 
and amenities (snacks, drinks, beer, etc), as well as a banquet on Saturday 
evening at Zentner's Daughter Steakhouse.   I have not made all the 
arrangements for the banquet as yet, because we don't have firm number of 
attendees.    
The menu for the banquet will be Grilled Chicken Breast with Teriyaki and 
Pineapple, or Chicken Fried steak with Country Gravy.   Two other items will be 
available at an additional cost if anyone should want them.   They are KC Steak 
Family Style ($3.00 extra) and Filet Mignon or Ribeye ($6.75 extra). 
This includes Garden Salad, Baked Potato or French Fries, Texas Toast, and Tea 
or Coffee. 
I am planning to have a raffle on Friday evening if there is enough interest.   If 
you would like to participate, please bring something that would interest us all 
and I will have tickets available for purchase.   I will donate one of my books to 
the raffle and anything else that I think would be of interest. 
That is all that I can think of at this time.   If you have any questions or concerns, 
please contact me (see announcement above). 

 
*********************************************************** 

6918TH Hakata Japan Post-Reunion Newsletter, December 2009 
                                  by Stan Freymuth 
 
“Military service changes people.  The lifelong friendships and the unique bonds 
veterans have with one another is a camaraderie not found in other walks of 
life.”  This was most evident at the recent 6918th Security Squadron Reunion 
held at the St. Louis’ Harrah’s Casino on Sept 27-29, 2009.  Seventy-four 
6918th members and wives/significant others gathered for a 3-day event of 
remembering the past.  In 2007, Dawg Flight and two Charlie Flight members 

REUNION REPORTS  
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CMSgt Elbert Shelley "Sam" Wooten, 79, of Viera, FL, died Thursday, 

December 24, 2009. Sam served for 30 years in the U.S. Air 
Force and retired as a Chief Master Sergeant. He was also a 
member of the Knights of Columbus and the Viera Lions Club. // 
Obit- Florida Today //  Sam was a very good friend and 
supervisor.  I am so glad I got a chance to visit with him while 

on a short vacation to Florida in November.  Sam was a life member of the 
FTVA. Zweibrucken, Germany (1961 -1964), in the computer data processing 
field, I served with Sam along with Charlie Allman, in SA twice and at the 
6901st in circa 1959 through 1966.  I am pretty sure he served in the Far East 
too. // Jim Williams // Sarge, unfortunately it did not look good for Sam. Let us 
think of him in life, which he was in larger than. Please convey mine and Patti's 
sorrow to Sam's family on the loss of one USAFSS finest Chiefs. He made us all 
better Airmen for knowing him. // Ron Lokay // 
**************************************************************** 
CMSgt Charles Wilson, 72, of San Angelo, passed away on Saturday, Jan. 9, 

2010, at his residence. He was born on Feb. 28, 1937, in 
Waller, Texas, to Archie and Bessie Mae Wilson. Charlie 
gave 48 years of service to his country, in U.S. Air Force 
Intelligence for 32 years and then for another 16 years in 
civil service. He was proud of most every day of it; maybe 
even as proud as we were of him. Along the way, through 
goodwill, mischief and hard work he gathered friends and 

extended family around the world. He was a Master Mason of the Kokusai 
Lodge, raised in Oct. 1964, and a member of American Legion, Post 572. 
Through heartache and celebration, raucous trial and quiet joy, Charlie was at 
the center of our family. // Obit // 

**************************************************************** 
Honea Robert (Todd) - age 44, of Fairborn , Ohio passed away December 15, 

2009 , at Miami Valley Hospital , Dayton , OH. He was 
employed at the National Air and Space Intelligence Center 
in Dayton , OH , as a government intelligence research 
specialist. Todd was a 1984 graduate of Oak Ridge High 
School and joined the US Air Force in 1988. Todd was 
assigned to Berlin , Germany , where he served as an Air 
Force electronic intelligence specialist. Upon returning to the 
US , Todd was assigned to the National Security Agency at 
Ft. Meade , MD.  Todd's contributions to our country are 

evidenced by multiple awards, citations, and letters of appreciation from the Air 
Force and the National Security Agency. He received an honorable discharge in 
1996. Todd enjoyed working on and racing his Mitsubishi 3000 GT and won 
two races at the River City Raceway Park in San Antonio , TX // Obit -  

Knoxville Sentinel // Todd Honea was a 205 in Berlin in the 88-91 timeframe on 
Able Flight Mari - I don't remember a lot about him. // Roy (6912

th
 Group) // 
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The Association has learned of the following losses 

from caring relatives/friends and/or obituaries. We extend our prayers and 

sympathy to their loved ones.  “It is the soldier above all others who prays 

for peace, for it is the soldier who must suffer and bear the deepest wounds 

and scars of war.”   Douglas MacArthur. 
**************************************************************** 
Brian Barbor, USAFSS Vet 
Richard A. Blair, USAF Vet/GS-Civ (Ret) 
Leslie James Bolstridge II Col., USAF-Ret, HOH, FTVA Lifetime Member  
C. Lloyd Chandler, USAFSS Vet 
Marcel-Henri Cliang, FTVA Lifetime Member  
Henry N. Connors, CMSgt, USAF-Ret, FTVA Lifetime Member 
Robert H. Dobbins, USAF-Ret 
Cascille French, Wife of Lt Col C.T. French (Ret) FTVA Member, HOH 
Earlish M. Gause, USAFSS Vet 
Walter D. Goss, Capt., USAF-Ret 
GARY A. Hlivko, USAFSS Vet 
Robert (Todd) Honea, Electronic Security Command   (ESC) Vet, 
Arthur William Kellond, Brig.Gen. USAF-Ret, FTVA Lifetime Member 
Joseph Kulick, MSgt, USAF-Ret 
James H. Macia, Jr., Col USAF-Ret, HOH, FTVA Lifetime Member 
Ben Miller, USAFSS Vet  
Bert H. Mongeon, Maj., USAF-Ret, 
John Edwin Neeley, SMSgt, USAF-Ret 
Bill Nettles, USAFSS/ESC 
Reginald R. Reggie Nevels, TSgt, USAF-Ret 
Hugh  J.”OB” O’Brien, SMSgt USAF-Ret 
Jack Pitchford, Lt Col , USAF-Ret 
Michael Park, USAF-Ret, 
James R.Riley, Col., USAF-Ret 
Robert H Scott, USAFSS Vet 
Lawrence O “Larry” Walls, MSgt, USAF-Ret 
Charles Wilson, CMSgt, USAF-Ret/GS-Civ. 
Elbert S. Wooten, CMSgt, USAF-Ret, FTVA Lifetime Membe rAdolf M. 
Wright, Col., USAF-Ret  
John E. Wright, SMSgt, USAF-Ret 
James V. Yonkovig, USAFSS Vet 
 

 

 

FALLEN EAGLES 
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gathered in Las Vegas.  The format evolved in 2009, and the event became the 
6918th Security Squadron Reunion, hosted by Dawg Flight.  There were initial 
concerns that the combining of the entire squadron might dilute the bond that 
was felt at the previous reunions, but that fear quickly dissipated as soon as the 
6918th began to arrive.  What a group of guys and gals!  Able Flight was 
represented by 5 attendees; Charlie Flight, 14; Dawg Flight 53; Days and Ops 2.  
Did it matter that we did not all serve on the same flight?  Did it matter that we 
did not all serve in Japan at the same time?  Did it matter that our wives would 
know no one, except from previous reunions, but still joined us in support of our 
effort?  The answer is; NO!  We gathered and enjoyed each others friendship 
and camaraderie.  We revived forty year old friendships and made new friends.  
We relived old memories and, if not more importantly, we created new 
memories.  There was a feeling in the room that I can’t describe. 
 

The Men of the 6918th 

Sitting on the floor: Pete Bolte 

First Row Sitting L to R: Tom Winter, Trygve Anderson. Tom Stephens, Jim Sullivan, 

Terry DuRei, Wayne Graczyk, Brad Mingay, Rodger Miller, Fred Barnes  

Second Row Standing L to R: Dennis Dellinger, Larry Sheppard, Frank "Sheik" Shemek, 

Tom Thaxter, Marshall Gregory, Bill Guerard, Bill Wineland, Gil Cadena, Jesse 

Tweedle, Mike Ryan (Blue Shirt)  

Third Row Standing L to R: Danny Johnson, Ernie Woods, Ed Stallings, Howie Floyd 

(partly blocked by Cleve Greens head), Cleve Green, Stan Freymuth (blocked by Bill 

Guerard and David Bethard), David Bethard, Rich Caraway, Troy Powell, Don Skinner 

(Blocked by Gil Cadena), Al Benzing, Bill Mink (Blocked by Jesse Tweedle), Rick Elliot, 

Gary Millette (just behind Tweedle's shoulder and Mike Ryan's Shoulder), Myron Taylor 

(completely blocked by Mike Ryan), Bob "Miller" Farr, Carl Aegler  

 
The event began at noon on Sunday.  We had the “New Orleans Room” as our 
hospitality suite from noon until midnight.  As members began to arrive, there 
were handshakes then hugs.  There was laughter and there were tears.  There 
were “remember when’s” and there were “you are full of it, that never 
happened!”  But the most rewarding happening was the look on the faces of the 
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members when a new arrival would enter the room and it was a friend that had 
not been seen for over forty years.  We had name tags with Japan era pictures.  I 
guess some of us have changed in looks in the last forty and it was fun to watch 
one look at another’s name tag and see the recognition “click.”  Some of our old 
brains needed a boost to get the memory juices flowing.  In the hospitality room, 
we had a cash bar.  We had complimentary mid-afternoon snacks of sandwiches 
and chips. We had tables set up for memorabilia items to which many 
contributed to, that were fun to browse.  The hotel brought in a TV for the 
football fans.  We had tables of reunion items to sell for fund raisers to help off-
set the reunion costs.  There were 6918th and Dawg Flight t-shirts, there were 
6918th baseball caps and there were 2007 and 2009 reunion two disc DVD sets 
for sale, and there were raffle tickets sold. 
 
Monday, we again had the cash bar, snacks, mid-afternoon sandwiches, TV and 
some went to play golf.  It was decided that the future “big” reunions will 
continue to be 6918th Reunions but with help from the other flights to maintain 
and service your flight.  Following is the list of your flight coordinator with the 
task of locating new members and keeping you updated on upcoming events. 
 
Able Flight      Baker Flight  
Doug MacDonald  ’68-‘71   Dan Bormann  ‘66-‘68 
36 Montgomery Street   344 Shattuck Street 
Hamilton, NY  13346   Medford, WI   54451 
dmacdonald@mail.colgate.edu  dbormann@charter.net 
(315) 228-2008     (715) 748-6706 
 
 
Charlie Flight     Days and Ops 
Wayne Graczyk     Fred Barnes ’65-‘67 
Tokyo, Japan     794 Chestnut Drive 
 94533-1794     Fairfield, CA   
wsgraczyk@yahoo.com          frederickbarnes@comcast.net 
       (707) 442-1794 
 
  Folks, these fellows need your help.   If you have an e-mail, phone number or 
mailing address change, let them know as soon as possible.  Please help!  The 
more members that are found, the better the attendance will be at the reunions.  
Those who have attended will agree that a reunion is a most rewarding 
experience.   
 
Tuesday, the 29th, was a different kind of schedule.  Nothing was planned until 
5:00 PM.  That afternoon many of the members car-pooled to Jefferson Barracks 
Cemetery to visit Dot Dorsey’s grave.  For those who did not know Dot, he was 
an Able Flighter who left Japan in’68 and was killed in action in Vietnam in 
February ’69.  Dot was well known and well liked by all who knew him.  The 
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Association Honors Alumni As 'Distinguished' 
 

Sam Houston State University Alumni Association honored five graduates who 
have brought pride to the university through their contributions in business and 
public service as part of the university's 2009 homecoming festivities.  The 
honorees included Col. (Ret.) Jerry Marshall (FTVA Member).  The 
Distinguished Alumni Gala took place in the Lowman Student Center Ballroom.  
A retired colonel in the United States Air Force, whose services extended more 
than 31 years, Jerry Marshall is a decorated veteran of 120 combat missions over 

Southeast Asia and a command pilot with more than 5,000 
flying hours.  
 
The 1964 SHSU graduate, who has an additional bachelor's 
degree from the University of Nebraska, has received such 
awards as the Legion of Merit, the Distinguished Cross, the 
Bronze Star Medal and the Defense Meritorious Service 
Medal.  
 

After his retirement from the Air Force, Marshall "utilized his acquired abilities 
and experience, and dedicated his efforts to improving the health, safety and 
welfare of the citizens of Bexar and many other counties in the state of Texas" to 
become the executive director for the Bexar Metro 9-1-1 Network District, a 
special purpose emergency communication district authorized by the Texas 
Health and Safety Code. 
 
For his retirement from the Bexar Metro 9-1-1- Network District, a proclamation 
was issued by the Commissioners Court of Bexar County extending "sincere 
gratitude and heartfelt appreciation" for his "enthusiasm, support, and dedication 
to the health, safety and welfare of the citizens of Bexar County, Texas."  
Similar proclamations or certificates of appreciation were issued by the County 
of Comal and the cities of San Antonio and New Braunfels.  
**************************************************************** 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 

 

Member Spotlight 
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Skivvy – Nine 60
th

 Anniversary 

 
From: Matt Sullivan  
Subject: 60th Anniversary of Skivvy Nine 
To: skivvy-nine@ yahoogroups. Com 
 
For those of you who don’t have enough brain cells left after your tours here to 
be able to do math, or just haven’t thought about it yet, I’d like to point out that 
November 23 (or is it 22?),  2010, will mark the 60th Anniversary of the 
founding of the unit called “Skivvy Nine” – currently the 303d Intelligence 
Squadron.  I was here for the 50th, and we put on a pretty good shoe for that one, 
and I for one would like to mark the 60th in some special way.  So right now I’m 
looking for ideas from all you “old-timers”.  Is there someone in particular who 
would make a good keynote speaker at a banquet?  Some event that would have 
significant meaning?  Some place(s)?  I’ll probably eventually be looking to 
gather personal stories from those who were here during the “big events” of 
history – the Pueblo, the EC-121, the Tree-Chopping Incident, etc.!    
I’ll post again every so often to keep you guys thinking about this stuff and to 
solicit more ideas and ask for specific things as we come up with them.  None of 
this is official yet, but I hope to get things rolling in the very near future so that 
we have time to really do this right. 

    Matt Sullivan  
    99-01, 03-04 SUSLAK, 06-10 

-----------------------------------------response--------------------------------------------- 
From:  William C Decamp (FTVA Member) 
To: skivvy-nine@yahoogroups.com 
Cc:  "Sam Womack" ((FTVA Member)) 
 
I've been thinking about visiting Osan sometime this year; it will be 50 years 
since I was there (June 1960 - July 1961).  What better timing for my trip than 
during the 60th anniversary celebration!  I've been trying to locate others who 
were there about the same time I was and will continue my search.  I know two 
have died and one is in pretty bad shape, physically.  As for me, my brain cells 
will be 69 this coming Wednesday and most of them seem to be working well. 
  
Regardless of who the key speaker might be, I hope a lot is brought out about the 
really early days.  Maybe we can all make a special search to locate someone 
who was there even before I was, even if they can't attend.  They might be able 
to provide some excellent input.  For some pictures from that era, check out the 
website photos 1960-1964 era.  You'll see that I submitted a bunch of photos for 
that.  At that time, it was the 6929th Radio Squadron Mobile.   I always thought 
the term Skivvy Nine came from the locals' attempt at saying "69".   Lots of 
changes since I was there; I cannot imagine having been there in 1950 or 
anytime shortly after that.   Will help out anyway I can.  
                                                               Bill DeCamp  
                     

Remain In Touch                                                           March 2010 

 21 

remains of his entire crew are buried at Jefferson Barracks Cemetery in St. 
Louis, which is about twenty miles south of the reunion site. 
 
By 5:00 PM. all had returned and were ready for the planned cocktail hour and 
program in the conference room.  We had an open bar that all seemed to enjoy.  
We then conducted our flag ceremony by posting the American Flag and the 
Dawg Flight Standard. Here is a short story about the Dawg Flight Standard.  
Bobby Fuerstenau, Dawg Flight, 1967-1969 is quoted; “being the diligent 
airman that I was, while doing research for an upcoming test, while working a 
mid, I came across a file cabinet with A, B, C, and D Flight Standards.  Thinking 
it would be a great souvenir, IT decided to go back to the barracks with me.  It 
has been folded in a drawer at home for the last forty years (except for the 2007 
Vegas reunion).  Bobby could not be at this reunion, but he shipped the Standard 
to us so it could be part of the evening’s ceremonies.  Thanks Bobby!  CG. 
Green then led us in prayer and the banquet meal followed with a huge Italian 
feast that included the largest, melt in your mouth chicken breasts I have ever 
seen.  I thought, after the 
meal, I may have to take 
another nap!  The hotel did 
such a wonderful job with 
this and all of the 
arrangements during our 
stay!  They made us 
organizers look good and we 
told them so. The conference 
room was equipped with a 
superb sound system:  two 
movie screens with crescent Back: Fred Barnes (Days), Carl Aegler (C  Flt)                 

seating at dining  tables to         Terry Durei (C Flt), Myron Taylor (C Flt), Al Benzing 

to ensure all had an excellent      Front Row: Wayne Graczyk (C Flt), Gary   Millette  

view of the video presenta-       (C Flt), Randy Page (C Flt), Larry Sheppard  

tions for the program.  During the meal we enjoyed a collage of patriotic videos. 
We purposely kept the volume low to avoid interrupting the meal conversation 
but when the clip of the young girl playing Taps on a trumpet played, you could 
have heard a pin drop. These videos, even though I would like to take credit for 
being artistic enough to have found them on my own, were copies of e-mails that 
I had received from you guys between the 2007 and 2009 reunions.  I simply 
dumped them in a “patriotic stuff” file and enlisted Linda to put them together 
on a Power Point presentation.  We were reprimanded however, for showing 
them during the meal because “It is hard to swallow when there is a big lump in 
your throat.”  That just tells us that “love of your country still abounds in the 
6918th Family” and why we are so proud to have served with the caliber of 
people that you are. 
 
The banquet meal was followed by the Memorial Segment.  Bill Francis, 6918th 
Charlie Flighter, 1964 to 1966, developed the Memorial Table.  The table was 
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set between the podiums making it highly visible during the entire program.  We 
had five frames with ten to twelve names in each frame.  We used similar set-
ups in Vegas and St. Louis.  With St. Louis being a Squadron Reunion, our list 
of names on the table numbered substantially more than our Dawg Flight list in 
Vegas.  A touching ceremony!  Thanks to Bill Francis for his insight!  
 
Next we were honored to have a guest speaker join us, Colonel Patrick Taylor 
and his lovely wife Christine.  Colonel Taylor is the Director, Aeronautical 
Services, Office of Global Navigation, and National Geospatial Intelligence 
Agency (NGA). Colonel Taylor did a fantastic job of sharing his “Intel” military 
experience with us.  Everyone thoroughly enjoyed his talk.  He seemed so young 
to our old group.  After his presentation we had a question and answer secession 
where he skirted the questions which we did not have “the need to know!”   

From there, the program 
continued with raffle 
drawings of reunion 
souvenirs, a two night stay 
at the hotel, and many 
other items.  Someone 
even donated a “slot 
machine pay out ticket” to 
be given away.  It was for 
ten cents!  Thanks, Seed!  
Next the “Old Business”  

              (Above:  Six  Old Dawgs)                              segment included reunions.  
The “New Business” covered future reunions and why we have reunions.  The 
“Monkey Business” was a “roast” of several of the attendees.  Then we read 
notes from members who would have liked to attend but could not, but still had 
something that they wanted to say to the group.  Then the following segment did 
what this segment always does, “The Closing,” saddens and brings the end to the 
current reunion.  The rest of the night was spent by taking group and individual 
pictures, handshakes, hugs, promises to “keep in touch” and “good byes for 
now!” 
                                 Dawg Organizers 
Stan Freymuth ’66-’68  Dave Bethard ’67-‘71 
“scribe”    “DVD producer extraordinaire”     
sfreymuth@charter.net                     dbethard@cfl.rr.com 
 
Bill (Pinky) Mink ’65-’67  Troy Powell ’66-‘68 
“Webs-master extraordinaire” “Professional reunion consultant” 
Wmink10134@aol.com                    msgttop@hotmail.com 
Any of you who have something you would like to share with your group, e-mail 
it to me and it will enter the “newsletter file” to be included in the next edition.  
So Happy Thanksgiving AND Merry Christmas/Happy Hanukah to all! 

           by  Stan Freymuth 
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From:  Jim Kaus 
Posted: Feb 6. 2010 
I lifted this photo of an ominous 
cloud over San Vito’s FLR-9 from 
Facebook.  50’s autos suggest it was 
taken about 40-45 years ago.   I 
never, ever heard of any funnel 
cloud threatening there, but it sure 
looks like one…. 
----------------------response------------ 
From:  Red Barthel -  We had two of 
these hit the base while I was there 
during the summer of 1967.   The 
wife and I had taken the kids down to Brindisi shopping.   On the way back to the base 
we could see the funnels.     The only damage that was done was to Col Erickson’s staff 
car.   I believe the driver's pants were soiled. 

**************************************************************** 
From:  Dan Benson                Elephant Cage Dedication 
To:  newsletter@ftva.org 
Happy New Year Dennis – 
I was a Flight Commander at Det 94 
when the Elephant Cage went 
operational in spring/summer?? 1966. 
My additional duty was to come up 
with a Grand Opening idea and then 
make it work. I'm on the far left in the 
attached photo and Tech Sgt. 
Dawidowicz is on the far right. Can't 
remember the Major or Sr. Master also 
in the pic.  Sure would be great to see 
more stuff on KAS. It was a great duty 
station. I liked it so much I've be back 
to Turkey 4 times since leaving the USAFSS.  If I come up with other photos, 
are you interested? 

Regards Dan Benson 
------------------------------------ response ------------------------------------------------- 
 
From:  newsletter@ftva,org 
To:  Dan Benson 
 
Thanks much for your historical input Dan.  Rest assured. your RIT Newsletter 
is always on the lookout for more photos and details to go with them.  //rass// 
 

 

History and Memories 
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On September 16, 2009 folks from 1
st
 Radio held a reunion in Chattanooga, TN. 

Jan 31, 2010 Group Picture of Misawa Project Mini Reunion - St Augustine, FL.   

 

 Hospitality Suite Event        Sheriff  “JJ” Johnson          Jim and Alice Kaus 

Mini-Reunions (cont’d 
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Prop Wash Gang Reunion at Rockwall/Greenville, TX 

“Post Mission Flight Report” 

 
From: "Bob Cotti"  
Date: Fri, 13 Nov 2009 00:17:01 -0600 
Subject: [6990th] As PMFR's go, this will 
be my attempt to summarize a great 
weekend with a group of outstanding 
folks.  It goes like this:    
Mission #2009. Orbit: 75087//75403   
T/O:  1600: 110509 LND:  1000:  110909 
Mission Commander:  Robert Cope  

Operations Officer:      Walter Rosenstrom  
Production Officer:      Lonnie Henderson  
Management Officer:   Joe Bissett  
Chief of Staff:              Debbie Cope  
CINC:                          Robert Cotti  
   
XXAA0        Mission initiation: Thursday evening, 05 NOV 09 at 1600 with 
arrival of first large group of Reunioneers in the Hospitality Suite for the first 
round of beers.  
XXAA1        AMS2 Tom Crowley 
continued to ensure that the supply of cold 
beer, snacks, and entertainment abounded 
for the evening.  
XXAA2        Fatigue set in as the clock 
began to strike midnight and most retired 
for the evening, with great anticipation of 
what was to come.          Bob,  Jim,  Jack and Cathy 
XXBB1        Sunrise of day 2 was no surprise ... weather forecast was for clear, 
bright blue skies with temperatures reaching 80 degrees F.  
XXBB2        Breakfast was served by the hotel, followed by dessert provided by 
AMS3 Ireland in the form of some of the tastiest donuts and cinnamon buns in 
Texas.  Good fortification.  
XXBB3        Bus transportation provided by AMS4 Harper departed the hotel at 
1230 sharp. Destination, L-3 Communications, Greenville.  Arrival was on 
schedule at 1300.  
XXBB4        After an outstanding briefing by key USAF and L-3 Staff, Mission 
Support Personnel provided an exceptional tour of the facility in Greenville.  
Included were Building 180, where we  
XXBB5        were briefed on Project Liberty and had an opportunity to see 
several of the aircraft.  That was followed by a flight line tour and a visit to 
Hangar 100, where we saw several different  
XXBB6        RC-135 Models in various states of repair.  From there an on-board 
tour of one of the RJ aircraft was provided.  Only few of us recognized the 
interior layout of the aircraft due to  



Remain In Touch                                                                   March 2010 

 24 

XXBB7        extensive modifications over the many, many years of Block III.  
This was followed by a visit to the Memorial, created by Raytheon E-Systems to 
honor the brave men and women  
XXBB8        who have given their lives doing what we've all done.  Then, from 
there, it was to the Building 208 cafeteria for an outstanding BBQ dinner.  Buses 
departed at 1830 for the Hotel.  

XXBB9        Back at the hotel everyone basked in the glow of a wonderful day 
with a few more rounds of the cold suds supplied by AMS2 and the Reunion 
Crew.  

XXCC1        Saturday turned out to be a day of 
relaxation (particularly after the long 2.5 hour 
walk along the flight line the day before), 
renewing old friendships, making new ones, 
and generally just having a great time in 
Rockwall 
XXCC3        Toward mid-afternoon, though, 
folks began to retire to prepare for the evening 
venture, wondering what the surprise would 
be.  

XXCC4        Buses departed the hotel at 1730 en route to The Shores Country 
Club, arriving at approximately 1800.  There were 77 guests in attendance to the 
banquet and we all squeezed into  
XXCC5        Rather tight quarters for the dinner and program.  After a few 
drinks, the meal was served buffet style 
with top round, chicken cordon bleu, and 
all the side fixen's anyone could ask for.  
XXCC6        The program began on sched 
ule and after a few recognitions (Pavel's 
10,000-hour Pin, Bubba's youthful toast 
with the Blazer Stein, and Ray Caron's 
"Senior Bowl") the program was 
introduced. 
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San Antonio 
(Left) John JJ Pitzeruse, Jim Willis, 
Walt Ritter and Red Scholander (sp) 
having lunch at a great local 
restaurant near the former Kelly 
Base.   If it’s Tuesday we are having 
meat loaf!   This was my first time 
but the rest of them do it every 
Tuesday.       (Submitted by J. Willis) 
 

**************************************************************** 
A group of  USAFSS Misawa, Japan veterans got together for a  Mini-reunion in 

Wesport, Maine on November 1st of last year.  
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

    P. Navola, C. Jenkins, C. Moran & M. Goldberg   Linda & Dobie Gillis, B. Whipple, J. Dowd 

 

    This annotated picture created interest in others to hold more such reunions. 

 

Mini-Reunions 
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the FTVA golf tournament and fellowship with our friends at the FTVA picnic.  
We appreciate sharing the wonderful times while our fellow AMT’s and friends  
inducted into the FTVA Hall of Honor.   
 
More than 130 people attended the AMTA banquet on Friday, September 25th.  
Retired Colonel Bob Cope was the guest speaker for the AMTA.  Three 
Associate Members were accepted into the AMTA.  They were Janice Shuman, 
wife of the late Larry Shuman; Dan Sloan, a USAFSS ground troop that has 
been a strong supporter of the AMTA since inception and Ken Wondra who has 
worked closely with many of the AMTs as a technical representative.  Three 
new AMTA board members were elected.  Mike McLaughlin was re-elected to 
the AMTA board and Joe Jesty and Stan Aarhus both of Plattsmouth , Nebraska 
were elected to the board replacing Bill Wilson and Delano Jolly who have 
stepped aside and are now Permanent AMTA Board Members.  Officers were 
elected and Johnnie Estes was elected AMTA President and Whitey Gross was 
elected AMTA Vice-President.  Mike McLaughlin was elected again as the 
AMTA Secretary and Bob White was re-elected at the AMTA Treasurer. 
 
The AMTA reunion was a huge success and we thank the FTVA for the strong 
support they have always given to the AMTA. 
 

  Roy Shaffer and Delano Jolly                          Mike McLaughlin, AMTA Secretary 

 

 Betty Jo Estes, Lois and Rick Davis             Whitey Gross, Severn , MD  & Memorabilia 

 
      

          

Remain In Touch                                                           March 2010 

 25 

XXCC7         We chose this year to honor our own Colonel Bob Cope with a 
'friendly' roast.  Rosiebud emcee'd the Roast, taking a few shots of his own.  
XXCC8       Chiefus Henderson reminded us all of the early days of Cope's 

career in SE Asia and Omaha.  
Then Joe Bissett took over the 
Air Staff Liaison years with a 
tribute on "How to go from 
Captain to Colonel in on Easy 
Lesson."    
XXCC9        Then, Debbie 
Cope reminded all of us 
(especially the wives) of the 
extreme difficulties brought on 
by the many years of TDY's   

(Above)  Banquet Head Table                              and working for Slave Drivers.   
 XXCC10     At the conclusion, Colonel Cope managed to get even with 
everyone and closed out the evening with an award to me that was somewhat 
reminiscent of the old "Little Bobby Cotti Potty Stool."  
XXCC11      Much more on that from others who got as big a laugh as I did.  
Buses departed for the hotel at 2115 and the remainder of the evening was 
devoted to drinking a little more.  
XXCC12      I hasten to add that there were many more events covered at the 
banquet; 1) Lonnie's "I saw an Eagle Fly," 2) recognition of all AMS's, 3) 
recognition of all Hall of Honor Members present, 
XXCC13      and 4) the reading of a Bill Mahan tribute to "Ditty Boppers."  All 
in all ... a great evening.  
XXDD1        Sunday was highlighted by an outstanding tour, led by none other 
than AMS3 Ireland.  This tour visited the 6th Floor Museum, Dealey Plaza, 
drove the route taken by President  Kennedy. 
XXDD2       We closed out with dinner at 
Campisi's.  Everyone had an exceptional day.  
Other than that, there were several departures that 
day, others preparing for next day departures.  
XXEE1        Monday saw our festivities draw to a 
close with the departure of the final group of 
Reunioneers.  Hospitality Suite cleaned, 
everything put back in order, the Reunion Team, especially Workhorse Tom 
Crowley, 
XXEE2        who sat back for a moment's rest.  Not too long though 'cause the 
Honey-do list didn't get any shorter.  There was, to be quite honest though, a bit 
of remorse that the Reunion had come to an end so quickly. 
XXEE3        That all the friends we had spent the past weekend with were gone 
back to their homes.   
XXEE4        We all vowed, though, to ensure that we begin preparation to attend 
the next reunion ... wherever it may be.  
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XXFF1        On that fine note, we'll sign off with a big thank you to everyone 
and a commitment to get the photos taken at the L-3 Tour posted as quickly as 
we can get them.  'Til next year then ...  
?AM4        Harper, John  
?AM3        Ireland, Richard  
?AM2        Crowley, Tom  
?AM1        Cotti, Bob 
           Best regards to all,           Bob  
 
*************************************************************** 

//Ed Note: Following redacted  from Bill Mahan’s letter to PWG reunion. // 
 

Dear Ladies and Gentlemen . . . and Prop Wash Gang members, 
 

Unfortunately I am unable to be with you for this year's reunion.  
So in my absence I have asked Col Bob to read this little letter to you all.  
The last time I wrote a letter to the reunion, I wrote about our Airborne Mission 
supervisors and how they were the ones most responsible for successfully and 
safely shepherding us through all of our missions. //redacted// 
 
Tonight though, I would like to recognize another group who flew on our 
missions and were and still are also greatly responsible for our safety in the 
hostile air where we flew. These are the diddy-bops.   They were technically 
airborne Morse intercept operators back when I flew, but they were always 
called diddy-bops. 
  
The diddy-bops did not fly with us until after we lost 60528 in 1958. Then, after 
that tragic flight, they were added to our crews to provide us with the internal 
security to prevent another shoot-down of one of our birds.  Forty-one years 
later, the record of their success in protecting us is as perfect as their record of 
not buying a round of drinks after the mission had landed. These men were very 
special to all of us, but that has never stopped us from teasing them every chance 
we got. I doubt that it will ever stop. 
 
For those that were airborne analysts and flew the Number two position on those 
flights, the diddy-bop was like a sentry patrolling the perimeter of our aircraft, 
ever on the lookout for the deadly threats that might be lurking behind a cloud 
bank. And they were very good at their jobs. There were no dangerous surprises, 
and the rest of us could do our jobs and only worry about spilling coffee on  
water soluble paper. 
 
Diddy-bops are strange people. Most of our crews were made up of linguists, 
another strange breed of airman who had been trained in languages you would 
only encounter in the United States if you were riding in a New York city 
taxicab, shopping at a convenience store or liked to eat foods that no one else 
had ever heard of. But Diddy-bops were linguists, too. Diddy-bops have their 
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own language. They studied and became proficient in Morse Code. Our own 
Dave Bristol was one of the first diddy-bops, and he actually studied Morse 
Code under Samuel F.B. Morse. Over the years Dave learned to wean himself 
from the dashes and that explains why today he is dotty. 
 
Diddy-bops hear different than normal people do. They understand sounds that 
we do not. When a big vehicle is backing up and beeping, the diddy bops know 
what that vehicle is actually saying. Personally I do not really want to know 
what something named a Peterbuilt is saying, but I did tell you diddy-bops are 
weird. Diddy-bops are capable of carrying on a conversation with jackhammers, 
Gene Krupa records and their own wristwatches. 
 
Being a diddy-bop requires a lot of work learning dots and dashes. For many just 
learning the difference took months of practice tapping a swizzle stick on a bar 
top. And it could be dangerous, too. One diddy-bop--who shall remain 
anonymous—was almost killed when his wife misunderstood and thought he 
was making dash after some floozy named Dot, who stuttered so badly that  
everything she said began with something that sounded like, “di-di-di-dah-di-
dah-dah-di-dah”.  //redacted// 
 
Speaking as a tin-eared supposed linguist that was allowed to fly our missions, I 
can say honestly that the standards to be an airborne diddy-bop were a lot 
tougher than what I personally had to meet, and I would rather have flown 
without a parachute than without adiddy-bop. With a diddy-bop, I was not likely 
to need that parachute. Without him, I still don’t know. 
 
To all you diddy-bops, my very belated thanks for your great work all the time! 
 
And now will you please stand up so everyone can recognize you. //redacted//                    
 
                                                                                     Bill Mahan  (“Mahanaze”) 
 
**************************************************************  

Airborne Maintenance Technician Association (AMTA ) Reunion 
                        By Johnnie Estes 

 
The Airborne Maintenance 
Technician Association (AMTA) had 
their reunion in Sept of 2009 to 
coincide with the FTVA reunion.  The 
AMTA reunion was held at the Hilton 
at the Airport, San Antonio, Texas 
(photo right). 
 
This venue provided a better chance 
to see many old friends from the operations side and an opportunity to play in 


