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Dear Members, 
As we prepare for the annual FTVA Reunion, there are 
poignant reminders of the significance and value of renewing 
and maintaining old friendships and acquaintances.  The loss 
of an icon such as Maj Gen Paul Martin, a man who 
dynamically led the Electronic Security Command and meant 

so much to so many people, prompts us to reflect on the importance of 
relationships with our friends and FTVA family.  We mourn the passing of Maj 
Gen Martin and hope his family will find comfort in the words, messages, and 
writings of our members.  Despite our collective grief, we’re also rewarded by 
remembering the accomplishments and successes realized under his leadership, 
and hope these will serve as an example to us and our successor generations.  I’m 
very thankful for your involvement—not just for the responses to our posts on the 
website, Facebook, and various e-groups, but also for our ability to assist and 
work with Maj Gen Heithold’s outstanding staff during this 
difficult period.  
On a much brighter note, our 2010 Hall of Honor inductees would comprise a 
veritable “Who’s Who” list at the national level, not to mention the AF 
Intelligence Surveillance and Reconnaissance Agency and her predecessor 
organizations.  Please join me in congratulating General-Ret Michael V. Hayden, 
Lt Gen John C. Koziol, CMSgt-Ret Edward L Barnes, and CMSgt-Ret Donald W. 
Hatcher on their selections to this prestigious list.  We look forward to celebrating 
their incredible accomplishments and seeing each of them occupy a well-deserved 
permanent spot on the wall of the Bernard A. Larger Auditorium.  Again, we all 
owe Bob Sherwood and his committee profound thanks for their integrity, time, 
and effort with this extremely competitive process. 
In June, I had an outstanding visit with CMSgt Rick Ricker, AFISRA Command 
Chief.  I’m extremely happy to report that he’s on the FTVA team in virtually all 
categories; very knowledgeable and supportive of our Association and very 
appreciative of what we’ve done for Agency programs.  I was most interested in 
his report of world-wide AFISRA operations based on his recent tour.  Chief 
Ricker’s description of the outstanding work being done by our current generation 
of “Silent Warriors” didn’t surprise me at all, and his own extensive deployment 
experiences as a front-line leader in Afghanistan and the United Arab Emirates 
over the past 8 years is readily evident.  Chief, a belated “welcome aboard”!  
We’re glad to have you in San Antonio!    
I’ve also had the opportunity to visit with members from Reno, Denver, Dayton, 
Greenville, and other parts (known and unknown) during the past three months.  I 
continue to find an active and committed membership, and I look forward to a 
year of growth within our association.  Again I ask that you remain vigilant for 
eligible members, show them the benefits of membership, and “sponsor” them 

 The President’s Corner 
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into the organization.  By the way, no one does this better (or more aggressively) 
than Rich “SAC” Sachetti of the Gold Country Chapter. 
If you haven’t already done so, now is the time to commit to our reunion!  We’ve 
got a great weekend planned, and all the information is easily available via a 
multitude of sources such as the newsletters, website, social networks, and usual 
contacts/board members.  An addition to our regular activities is the dedication of 
a new Senior Scout model in the AFISRA courtyard at 9:00 a.m., September 24, 
2010, prior to the Remembrance Ceremony.  This will be an outstanding addition 
to this beautiful area, and we look forward to participating in this event.  Most of 
all, we look forward to seeing and celebrating with all of you! 

Remain In Touch, 
����������	 ,  
FTVA President     

*************************************************** ************* 
 

 
 
 

Dear Members,        
Your newsletter thrives on member feedback and depends on access to open unit 
website exchanges.  Thanks to those members who provided inputs to this issue of 
RIT and, in particular, to Rick Yeh, Larry Ross, Jan Leach, John Toillion, Rick 
Sacchetti, Larry Miller, and Luther Deese.  As always, thanks to Dap, who, in 
spite of personal hardship, has continued to compile the obituaries found in our 
Fallen Eagles’ section.  In this issue, you’ll find a report from each of our four 
FTVA chapters, current news about the AF ISR Agency, pictures from several 
reunions held over the summer plus announcements of future reunions, member 
news, and even a bit of humor….  RIT!   

 
                             Sincerely,     
�����

 
 
    
Information in the form of letters, notes, fax, e-mail, or by phone is accepted as 
true and factual.  In order to include as much information as possible, some  
inputs may be edited for brevity or may be delayed for later publication.  
Publishing of any article or notice in this Newsletter does not assure accuracy 
or endorsement by the Association or Agency. 
*************************************************** ************** 
 

Did you hear about the thief who stole a calendar? 
 

Yeh, the guy got twelve months! 
 

From The Editor’s Desk 

Editor’s Disclaimer 
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 “Road Warriors ” 
//Ed Note// Many of our members post evidence of their travel adventures on 
Facebook.  For the last three months, while driving their motorcoach from Texas 
to Alaska, Ken and Carole Gendolfe have shared many sights with us.  (Below) 
They stopped by  a Salmon Bake en route to the Arctic Circle.  Since their 
retirement, the couple have checked serveral items off  Ken’s “bucket list”.  At 
last report, they plan to attend the FTVA Annual Reunion in September, with 
plenty of ”tall tales to tell.”  Just look for Ken at the picnic. 

*************************************************** *************** 
In The Presence of Greatness 

On June 3, 2010 I was honored and humbled to be part of the escort taking 
American Hero and Medal of Honor 
Recipient John Finn to his final resting 
place. Rest in Peace.   Immediately 
following the services I was further 
honored to have my photograph taken 
with Medal of Honor Recipient James 
P "Jim" Fleming.   Mr Fleming was 
awarded the Medal of Honor for 
actions he took on November 26, 
1968. It is quite something to find 
oneself in the presence of greatness. 
Just had to share.//Posted by Mac 
McKown (FTVA Life Member )// 

 
 

Remember: In just two days from now… 
Tomorrow will be Yesterday. 
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“Big Willy” Wilford Hall to be Torn Down and Replac ed by 2014 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

*************************************************** ************** 
 

 
//Post by Carroll G. Sickles on Roll Call Web Site// 
 
(Left) This is a pencil sketch done of me in 1950 by one 
of my roommates at E.L.K . by the name of James E. 
Johnston. 
 
Mike Baye - I have seen E.L.K  mentioned several times 
on this site, but I must admit I am not aware of the 
location.   Can someone help this poor Transec 202 
improve his mental capabilities????   Mike :0) 
 
Paul Laffitte - Mike, ELK  was the home of the first 2nd 

RSM in Darmstadt.   It was the ERNST LUDWIG KASERNE , out near the 
Autobahn and the new operations building and antenna field next to the 
Autobahn.  called the home of the "Bloody Deuce".   In Army lingo, it was the 
HQ of the Darmstadt Military Post. 
*************************************************** *************** 

�
��������	�
����
������������������	����
�

���������������������	��������  
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   YOU HAVE BEEN CLEARED FOR THIS ISSUE! 

 
Reminder:  As announced in our earlier issues, Loren “Phred” Sevening and Bob 
Cope have agreed to continue serving additional two-year terms as Secretary and 
Treasurer respectively for FTVA.  Ballots were included in the reunion package 
which was mailed-out in July.  We will conclude the formal election process at 
our annual membership meeting in San Antonio on Sep 25th .  
 

FTVA Hall Of Honor Inductees Announced 
 

The following individuals have been selected for induction into the Hall of 
Honor for 2010.  Historically, the names of the inductees are announced in this 
newsletter and the abbreviated biographies that appear in the Hall of Honor 
Induction Ceremony program are published in the following newsletter.  This 
year's four inductees are:  
  General Michael V. Hayden 

Lt Gen John C. Koziol 
CMSgt Edward Barnes 
CMSgt Donald W. Hatcher 
    Thank you ,  
    
������������
    Chairman, HOH 

            

Annual FTVA Officer Elections 
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Rass--  Here’s a followup to ‘Chiefus’  Lonnie Henderson’s prostate surgery for 
the next RIT.   Chiefus came out of the hospital saying "It was the best 
prostatectomy I ever had!"  Following is a testimonial to how he "mentored" 
another of his Prop Wash Gang buddies though his surgery!!! Class act......is an 
understatement.  

            Bob Cope 
*************************************************** ************** 
From: John Novak novak@tconl.com 
Date: Sat, 29 May 2010 
Subject: Kudos to Lonnie (greymountain40@gmail.com) 
I have the greatest respect for Lonnie and his openness about his experience with 
PC. He's correct when he says a mentor is an enormous help in going through the 
whole process from discovery to recovery.   I followed the same process he did; 
only my surgery was about a week after his. Consequently, he and I had long 
discussions off-line about what I should expect and we shared a lot of details 
about how we were getting along.  Lonnie was and remains a wonderful mentor 
without peer.  So, kudos to the Injun and very best wishes for his full recovery.     

           John  
*************************************************** *************  
 
From:  Tom Baker (tgbretired@aol.com) 
Sent: Sunday, June 06, 2010 
Subject: Health Update 
Hi everyone, 
Just to let you know I have completed 10 of the 12 treatments.  I had to skip a 
week in May as I had a reaction on my arms.  So my chemo doctor delayed the 
treatment for two weeks.  It felt good to off the chemo for a little while.  Mostly I 
get very tired from the treatments, especially for two days after I finish a round.  
My hair is thinner, but I have not lost it totally.  The two rounds I have left are on 
the 15th and 29th of June.  Then, sometime in July, I should be scheduled for a 
scan that hopefully will determine how the treatments went.  I cannot say enough 
about the people at the VA in Pittsburgh.  They have been great.   

-------------------------------------------------------------------- 
Tom Baker Follow-up on July 28, 2010 
Had my cherckup this past Monday.  So far, so good.  The scan was ok except for 
a very small lymph node in the left lung.  It is so small they can't do anything 
now.  My weight has been steady which is good.  All the tests from the blood 
work were in line, no abnormalities.  Fell ok, but do get tired still.  Also, have 
neuropathy (numbness in the fingers and feet).  Have medication for it but it may 
take some time.  The next checkup will be in November.  At that time, I will also 
have a colonoscopy (one year from surgery).  The checkups will every quarter for 
the first year. 

BEDSIDE MATTERS 
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From: "Tom Crowley" crowley777@sbcglobal.net  June 7, 2010  
Subj:  The latest RIT.... 
Hey Rass -  Enjoyed the “Humor”  sprinkled throughout the June edition of RIT.  
I wonder if you could e-mail to me a larger size of that B.C. cartoon titled “The 
Birth Of Espionage”.  I would appreciate it.  BTW I’m glad your buddy is a 
“seasoned veteran”.    I have one who had a really dull sense of humor, but then 
he had a run-in with the wrong end of a taser gun……now he’s just 
“electrifying”……     Tom 
*************************************************** ************** 
From:  Larry Tart Aug 2, 2010 
Rass,  It was great chatting with you a few days ago. Here's an update on the 
status of the USAFSS history book that I've been pursuing for the better part of a 
decade. My research finally came together this spring in a massive manuscript 
(1,600-plus pages) on the command's ground site history--early in the project I 
intended to address both ground site activities and airborne recon in a single 
volume, but the effort kept growing. Finally, I decided to dedicate one book to 
USAFSS ground operations and a second one to airborne activities. BTW, I have 
selected the title "FREEDOM THROUGH VIGILANCE" for our USAFSS 
history book. 
Having forwarded the last volume (Volume III) to the publisher on 26 July, all 
three ground site volumes are in various stages of the publication cycle. I recently 
submitted corrections to the proof copy of Volume I (my second iteration of 
updates), and I expect to approve Volume I for publication in the next few weeks. 
Volumes II and III will follow sequentially, with all three volumes in print by the 
end of 2010. Anticipate completing and publishing Volume IV (USAFSS 
Airborne Recon) in 2011. 
I will announce the availability of copies of Volume I, "FREEDOM THROUGH 
VIGILANCE," on my website (www.LarryTart.com) as soon as my publisher 
prints the first production copies of the book.  I hope to have copies of Volume I 
available for attendees at the FTVA reunion in SAT (26-27 Sept), but availability 
is contingent upon my sign-off on the final proof copy. (I have no control over 
when the publisher will provide me with a final/acceptable proof copy--thus, no 
guarantees!!!).  Thanks, Rass, for all you do in support of our association.          
Larry Tart 

(Sent from State College, PA     Home phone:  (814) 238-7067) 
*************************************************** ******************** 
From:  Robert Rex rhrex@comcast.net 03-Aug-10 
Unit: 6910th security squadron 66-68 at Cambrai Fritsch Kaserne in Darmstadt, 
Germany. Hello to all the dog and other flighters who were there enjoying the 
ham and cheese sammies from Karl (just outside the gate), or the best schnitzel, 
pomme frites and salat one could ever ask for at the Klop on suicide alley, 
perhaps with a rummel to wash it down…. ditty dum dum ditty.  
 
 

BITS & BYTES 
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Next time I ran into Paul was late 79 in the Philippines. It was in the Manila apt. 
He was the PACAF/PACOM/CINCPAC (HAWAII someplace) J2 - as a 1 star. 
Hi, I said, how's it going?  And, congratulated him on his star.  He grinned and 
said –  “It’s a pain, I'd rather be flying A/C on a KC “- or words to that effect. We 
chatted, and he expressed his frustration doing desk jobs away from flying. 
Next time was in Berlin, circa 84-85. He was Cmdr ESC and I was a government 
contractor. The unit ran him back into our spaces and he broke into a big grin and 
ragged me about my beard (was playing with the unshaven look at the time).  A 
few disjointed memories about a SUPER airplane driver, a leader, one of us, a 
friend.    Paul Martin – RIP         

___________________________________ 
 

 
(Left)  General Kelly (USA) pinning Legion of 
Merit medal on Maj Gen Paul H. Martin, 
Retirement Ceremony, 15 August 1989 
 
 

 
(Right) General John Piotrowski, 
Vice Chief of Staff, frocked General 
Martin to major general and Colonel 
Grover E. Jackson, ESC Vice 
Commander, to brigadier general, 21 
December 1985. 
 
  _________________________________ 
 
From: "Bridges, Karen M Col USAF ACC ACC/A2R"  
To: "'Bob Cope'",  "CRABTREE, ROBERT V AF ISR Agency/A3XY" 
Date: Fri, 23 Jul 2010 
Subject: FW: AF Retired General Officer Death:  Major General Paul H. Martin 
Bob,  Don't know if you'd seen/heard this yet... couldn't find my latest newsletter 
to remember to whom I should send this, but wanted to make sure y'all had heard 
my General Martin story... Kent and I had just arrived back at Chix from our 
wedding/honeymoon when General Martin was coming through on a visit.  He 
reportedly was more than a little irritated that so many of the command's 
Company Grade Officers were getting married--to each other -- which then meant 
trying to work join spouse assignments.  When we were introduced to General 
Martin, whoever introduced us mentioned we'd just gotten married, at which point 
General Martin asked, "So, which one of you is getting out?!"   
Yikes!  Who could have predicted it would be me still in 22 years later?! 

     Take Care,     Karen 
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Take care and I hope you are all well.  Thanks for your thoughts and prayers.  
Much appreciated. 
 
                  Tom B. 
*************************************************** ************** 
Our old friend, Dick DeBosh is down with back surgery.   Keep Dick in your 
thoughts and prayers, please.  ( Jim Kaus - Jul 7, 2010) 

__________________________ 
Dick is in our prayers.   Back surgery isn't fun.   Hope everything goes well for 
him.   It is a long recovery. (Jay  "J.J." Johnson  - Jul 8, 2010)  

__________________________ 
Talked to Dick the night before his operation and he and he was his usual 
pessimistic self.   They postponed his start time and he said that would give him 
extra time to stare at the ceiling and worry.   He has really been in bad shape and 
we hope this will help him.  I   plan on stopping in and seeing him in a couple of 
weeks and will post how he is doing at that time. (JJ Pitzeruse - Jul 8, 2010)  
  __________________________  
Just spoke to Dick's wife, Wan. She says Dick came through surgery just fine, but 
is in a lot of pain. Guess it was an all day operation. Hope he can get in rehab in 
near future and get back on his feet. Not the same at FTVA with out Dickie 
DeBosh.  (Ray B Ivey - Jul 8, 2010)  
  __________________________ 
Dick should be up and around walking, they force you to get up and walk usually 
the first day after the surgery.   Hoping Dick's surgery went well enough for a   
quick recovery.  (John "Mike" Miller - Jul 9, 2010) 
 
*************************************************** ************** 
 
At 03:18 PM 7/9/2010, Hurst Joseph wrote: 
Jesse Coultrap was clearing some tree damage on his property about a month ago 
and was knocked down by a large branch, hitting his head on the ground. The past 
week or so, he has had severe headaches. He went to the emergency room at 
BAMC and a CAT scan was done revealing bleeding on the brain. The docs 
drilled a hole in his head to drain the accumulated blood. He appears to be doing 
well; I went by to see him about noon today. He is in the ICU at BAMC, 2 North 
and will be there for a few days. The docs are still draining blood but they think it 
is old blood and that the bleeding has likely stopped. They will do another CAT 
Scan in a day or so to confirm that. Will let you know of any change.   
      Regards ,     Joe H. 
 

Note:   7/19/2010 Jesse is out of the hospital and doing fine at last report. 
 

_______________________________ 
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From:  Lee Anthony Sunday, May 23, 2010  
To:  bod@ftva.org 
All,  Got word today that they’ve discovered two more brain tumors on Maj Gen 
Paul Martin.  Apparently, they will do surgery again on June 1st.  I was told that 
he remains optimistic, and even mentioned he still planned to attend the Big 
Safari Reunion on June 12th.  Will provide more details as I receive them, and if 
anyone has further info I ask that you keep us informed.  Seems we have several 
very ill members this month. 

 Thanks,     Lee   
__________________________ 

 
Subj:  Update on MGen Martin  July 10, 2010 
Things have been a little rocky for MGen (Ret) Paul Martin recently... 
He's gone into the hospital for, as he puts it, "to get things fixed," twice: 
once on the road while he was in Dallas and then again today at home, for trouble 
breathing... 
Pat says she hopes that a new chemo mix will begin to help him shortly..... 
He's taken time lately to encourage others fighting the big C, 
so please drop him a Get Well (or other kind of....) card to: 
MGen (Ret) Paul Martin 
2431 Old Hickory Blvd 
Nashville TN 37221-3711    Remain In Touch,  Bob 

____________________________ 
 
From: "McKenna Studios" mckenna@gvtc.com 
Subject: Funeral of MGen Paul Martin 
Date: Tue, 27 Jul 2010  
Got in late last night from Nashville where I attended the funeral of General Paul 
Martin.  It was one of the most touching funerals I have ever attended.  The 
visitation and service took place in Nashville at the old West End Church of 
Christ with Pat and Kim and hundreds of Paul’s family and friends in attendance.  
There was a lot of love in the air.  There were testimonies from the pastor, several 
of Paul’s friends, and his son-in-law… and the reading of letters from his four 
grandchildren, telling everyone how much they loved their “peepaw”.  When I 
was leaving the church, one of the attendees turned to me and said…”I’ve known 
Paul for 20 years.  I knew he was in the Air Force but I never knew that he was a 
MAJOR GENERAL!”  That spoke volumes about Paul.  A full military graveside 
service was held in at a new, glass-enclosed hilltop chapel at the Middle 
Tennessee National Cemetery.  There was a wonderful eulogy by an young Air 
Force (Captain) Chaplain…a 21-gun salute…the formal flag-folding and a 
presentation, by a major general, to Pat...and a professional playing of taps (no 
sour notes as occasionally occur).  After a fly-over by an RC-135, General 
Martin’s 2-star flag was slowly furled and sheathed by the honor guard and , for 
the first time, I must admit I lost it. 
              Jerry McKenna, Boerne, TX 
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(Right) General Martin hosted his 
top enlisted members at his house.  
Five of these troops represented ESC 
at the Air Force level. (February 
1988) 

 
(Left ) General Martin visiting ESC 
Security Policemen in Europe. 
(October 1988) 
 
 

______________________________ 
 

Alex Znoj <znojaj@sbcglobal.net> wrote: 
   
First time I met Paul Martin was 14 Sep 67, it was his and my initial COMBAT 
APPLE mission. that was the second APPLE mission - I recall Paul jabbing Bud 
Morse a couple of times about how he (Paul) had flown the real first APPLE (the 
first had been on the 12th but had to abort into Bangkok due to refueling door 
problems). But anyway ...he was a super airplane driver!!! 
He initiated refueling during turns – previously we had to drop off from the 
tanker, make a turn, re hook-up, etc. - he did it without dropping off and somehow 
got it into SAC channels without being zapped for breaking SAC regs. 
He also (on more that a couple of occasions) when we lost an engine - which was 
a mandatory abort according to SAC OPREPs- would check back with the AMS 
and continue on 3 engines, logging the engine out after departing orbit. He said 
the fuel usage to keep the plane going on three was roughly the same as cruising 
on all four.  He also tried cruising at 41K - which from my perspective seemed 
that the incoming signals were much cleaner (not scientific but tht's the way it 
seemed).  The powers that be (SAC) deemed flying at 41K all day was too costly 
in fuel - oh well... 
Paul Martin also epitomized the Aircraft Commander/AMS team ideal.  I 
remember one mission when I asked for 3 minute legs up at the extreme north 
point of the original GOT orbit - needed the LOS. He said sure. about 30-40  
minutes into this, the Navigator came up and asked if we could make longer legs 
because the Nav was running out of paper maps.  Seems SAC doctrine said that 
the Nav could only plot 3 orbits per paper map.  That usually was not a problem 
but when doing 10 minute circuits, it ate up paper maps. heh heh. we eventually 
went back to normal orbit legs as the activity moved south.  
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MGen Paul Martin was known by 
many airborne alumni “backenders” 
as an outstanding pilot who flew 
numerous USAFSS reconnaissance missions during the 
Vietnam War. Subsequently, he earned command-wide respect 

and affection when he served as Deputy CC and later CC of ESC.  Space 
constrains us to the following personal tributes as representative of the many 
reflections expressed on Gen Martin’s passing. 

 
(Left)   BGen Martin 
taking Lt Gen Marks’ 
chair as ESC/CC, c. April  
1985. 
 
(Right) Gens Martin & 
O’Shaughnessy, 15 Aug 
1989.  CMSgt Robert L. 
Sherwood, ESC Cmd 
Chief, in  background. 

 
_________________________________ 

 
From: Melvin Hagan mfhagan01@gmail.com 
Date: Fri, 23 Jul 2010  
 I remember Paul Martin as a great guy to fly with.  I never knew him off duty, 
but I am sure that would have been a blast.  
 
I believe it was "Major" Martin who was confident he could set an RC-135 recce 
plane down on a carrier -- and would loved to have tried it. I remember one 
discussion about being able to put it down, but then there was no way he was 
going to try to take-off from the carrier. He suggested they would have to "just 
push it over the side." We volunteered the 135 for that. 
 
I'm not certain who, but one EWO started whining about something and was told 
that he had to "play nice" with the enlisted backenders because the AMS was in 
charge of the mission. When the EWO whined further about the higher enlisted-
to-officer mismatch, he was reminded that it was not about rank, but about 
SKILL. (That tended to adjust the EWO’s perception -  :-)… 
The news about his passing is that he is flying once again (GRHS). 

 
_________________________________ 

REFLECTIONS  
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Heritage Chapter, San Angelo, TX  
 

Future Leaders Break Ground at Airman Leadership School  
                                                                                        by Senior Airman Tong Duong 
                                                                                   17th Training Wing Public Affairs 
 
6/1/2010 - GOODFELLOW AIR FORCE BASE, Texas -- Sixteen senior airmen 
are the first students to attend the new enlisted Professional Military Education 
program here.  Two years ago the Noncommissioned Officer Academy in 
Building 900 here closed its doors, along with three others stateside. 
Transforming Goodfellow's NCOA building from a class for NCOs to the first 
Airman Leadership School now fills the room with Class 10-G1 which started 
June 2. 

 
(Left) - Tech. Sgt. Jasmine Chavez, an instructor 
with the Dyess AFB Airman Leadership School, 
and Tech. Sgt. April Miller, an instructor with the 
Goodfellow AFB Airman Leadership School, put 
together student books June 1 as they gear up for 
the June 2nd  start of the first class at Goodfellow.. 
(U.S. Air Force photo/ Master Sgt. Randy Mallard) 
 
 
According to Tech. Sgt. Shaila Lane, 17th Force 
Support Squadron, the goal of the school is to 

provide senior Airmen an opportunity to fully develop leadership skills necessary 
for becoming an effective NCO.  To ensure students concentrate fully on their 
academics while attending ALS, they are released from their unit, and temporarily 
assigned to the school for five weeks. During this time, they will not perform any 
duties connected with their Air Force Specialty Code or duty position.  
ALS is the first level of enlisted PME that culminates 192 curriculum hours and is 
taught in 24 academic days.  An affiliation of the Community College of the Air 
Force, completion of ALS awards students with 10 semester hours towards an 
associate degree.  The primary instructional method is guided discussions 
allowing students an opportunity to engage in classroom dialogue. They also learn 
from three broad academic areas: profession of arms, communication skills and 
leadership. 
Students are senior airmen or staff sergeant selectees with 48 months time in 
service and at least one year retainability upon graduation. Completion of ALS is 
required before assuming the rank of staff sergeant. 
ALS instructor of two years and acting commandant here, Tech. Sgt. Jasmine 
Chavez, is looking forward to the challenges of standing up the first PME course 
conducted here since 1998.  "We have a great facility because it was an NCO 

FTVACHAPTER NEWS  
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Academy building," she said. "The biggest challenges will be figuring out the 
mess. With this class, it's the first for everything. The students will be our guinea 
pigs, to see what works or not. I am also grateful for the support of my ALS 
commandant at Dyess Air Force Base, Texas." 

         ____________________________ 
 

Team Goodfellow honors Medal of Honor recipients 
                            by A1C Anne Gathua (Redacted) 
                                                                               17th Training Wing Public Affairs  
 
5/11/2010 - GOODFELLOW AIR FORCE BASE, Texas -- The roar of F-22 
Raptors flying overhead on May 7 started a ceremony dedicating two Visiting 
Officer Quarters to Cols. Leo K. Thorsness and George E. "Bud" Day, two Medal 
of Honor recipients.  Along with the two Medal of Honor recipients and their 
wives, Gaylee Thorsness and Doris Day, were 16 Vietnam veteran "Misty" and 
"Wild Weasel" aviators, and several other dignitaries.  The ceremony, hosted by 
Col. Thomas Geary, 17th Training Wing commander, was packed with service 
members and community guests eager to witness a part of history. 
"We are honored to have you with us today," Colonel Geary said. "Team 
Goodfellow is a joint force training base with the world's best firefighting and 
intelligence, surveillance and reconnaissance professionals. We have a proud 
history that is exemplified in the men being honored here today. The buildings 
being dedicated will serve as a reminder to all future warriors of the legacy of 
valor and sacrifice they have inherited. Thank you for being a part of our history." 
Stationed here as a student in 1953, Colonel Thorsness recalled his experience 
with nostalgia and said he was thrilled to be back.  "Thank you Goodfellow for 
the phenomenal job," he said. "You went above and beyond. It's wonderful to be 
here." 
While deployed in Vietnam, Colonel Thorsness flew the F-105 Thunderchief on 
Wild Weasel missions to counter Soviet-built surface-to-air missiles. These Wild 
Weasel missions were vitally important, but extremely dangerous requiring 
paramount.  It was on one such mission on April 19, 1967, that the colonel earned 
the Medal of Honor for "conspicuous gallantry and intrepidity in action at the risk 
of his life above and beyond the call of duty", his citation noted. Colonel 
Thorsness was shot down, captured, tortured, denied medical attention and held as 
a Prison of War for six years in the Hanoi Hilton. 
 
Colonel Day thanked the service members for their presence at the ceremony. 
"I am grateful to have this remarkable recognition, to the Air Force for providing 
great training and to my God," he said. "I am fortunate to live in the best country 
in the world." 
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Following forwarded by the Misawa Project: // Helen Henderson // 
 
Feeney, Mark R..  Amn. - Misawa 1975 Deceased Mar. 4, 2010 per 
SSAN and daughter   DOB: 1956 in IA  (d) Iowa City. 
Teller, J. Craig  First CO of 1st RSM Det 11 (Misawa) 1951.  

DOB:  1918 (d) Feb. 18, 2010 Seguin TX.  
Carden, Jesse B.  MSgt 1953rd Com Sq mid 60s deceased June 2010 per widow, 
Doreen. He was a member of the 1953rd and NCOIC of CRITICOM 
maintenance.   He was full-time on the Hill, not attached. 
Kastens, Rodney D.  304X Misawa 68-71 (d) Jan. 29, 2010 per Ron Kleinmaier 
& buried in Tahoma Nat’l Cemetery, Kent WA . 
*************************************************** ************** 

 
Jan Parcell, Served at Shemya Island, AK 1958-1959, passed away 
of liver disease in Kankakee, Illinois on or about 07-12-10. // Cecil 
Sprinkle-USAFSS Roll Call Site.// 
 

*************************************************** ************** 
Notified of the death of Mrs. Florence M. Parrish.   She was an 
FTVA Life Member and the wife of TSgt Ernie Parrish who 
passed away in 1995. //No Obit Avail Rass// 
 

*************************************************** *************** 
Mrs. J. C. Wheeler  (Wife of Col J.C. Wheeler) 
Following was forwarded by Larry Ross:    August 12, 2010        
From: "Richard W. Meyers" rwmeyers1@verizon.net 
To: "FTVA Heritage Chapter Secretary" lrc@verizon.net 

Hi folks,   I just wanted to let all know that the wife of J.C. Wheeler died 
yesterday morning and the funeral is on Saturday, Aug 14.  JC was in the original 
cadre at Nha Trang and served 1966 – 1967.  He is the founder and on-going 
president of the EC-47 Association.   James C. Wheeler 

5648 Highway 21 
Thanks,   Dick Meyers                                   Clarksville,  Arkansas  72830 
*************************************************** ************* 

Bama Bingham (Wife of BGen (Ret) Billy Bingham) 
Date: Thursday, July 22, 2010 
All,  Regret to inform you that Bama took off for Heaven around 
0830 this morning.  She had had a very difficult month of 

vomiting and coughing which could not be brought under control.  She was 
placed in Hospice last evening around 8:30PM, and passed away this morning in 
her sleep around 8:30AM.  My son Kevin and I were there with her, and it was 
peaceful.  We are working the details and will keep you apprised. 

Thanks and VR, Billy B. 
(BGen Bingham was the Skivvy Nine/DO, DO and Chief of Staff of ESC, AFTAC/CC, 
and NSA/ADDO). 
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70); Goodfellow AFB, Texas in 1976;  and 6981st (Elmendorf AFB, Alaska) 
where he retired in 1980.  Following his distinguished military career, James had 
a second career as an account executive selling TV advertisement which allowed 
him to form relationships with San Angelo, Texas businesses.  James retired in 
April 2000 after which he enjoyed spending time with his family and friends. As a 
member of the San Angelo and Kerrville, Texas Elks Clubs he was an Exalted 
Ruler and held various district positions.  James enjoyed his family above 
anything else and had a passion for reading and enjoyed a good poker game and 
blackjack. Interment was in Pioneer Memorial Park., Grape Creek, Tx.  
*************************************************** ************** 
 

Segundo Espinoza Sr // Hermanos/Hermanas - I am with a very 
sad heart tonight.  Earlier this afternoon, a very brave, honorable, 
valiant and proud World War II veteran passed and is on his way 
to meet the Lord.  Segundo Espinoza Sr, my father, is no longer of 
this earth, may God rest his soul. //Espy 10107Galesburg San 
Antonio TX 78250 // 

*************************************************** ************ 
From:  Dutch Wiest, USAFSS Misawa Project Webmaster 
 
I just exchanged emails with Donald W. Sublett, a Misawa 
USAFSS Veteran.  Donald is the twin brother of David Scott 
Sublett, also a USAFSS Veteran who passed away 19 December 
2004.  I was unable to find David's name in your Fallen Eagles 
Pages.  David's obituary can be found below.  Donald tells me his 

brother was stationed in Tuslog Det 74, Turkey, and Crete.   
      Thanks -   -Dutch Wiest,  

 
Staff Sgt. David Scott Sublett, USAF, Retired, 54 of Roanoke passed away, 
Sunday, December 19, 2004.  A decorated veteran, David served his country 
with distinction in thirteen duty stations around the World. Submitted by Donald 
W. Sublett, Former Sgt., Charlie Flight, DOUT, 6920 Security Group, Misawa, 
AB, Japan 11/74-5/77.   From:  David's Twin Brother 
 
*************************************************** ************** 

(Late notice) Received notice today that two of our COMSEC 
Veterans have passed on:  EDGAR HOPLER died July 14, 2010. 
                   JOHN HIGLEY died June 26, 2009   
 
        Thanks, //Tony Lemons USAF COMSEC VETS GROUP// 
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 A former flying training wing operations officer at Goodfellow, Colonel Day 
served two tours as a fighter-bomber pilot during the Korean War flying the F-84 
Thunderjet. After Korea, came Vietnam where the colonel was assigned as the 
first commander of Detachment 1, 416th Tactical Fighter Squadron at Phu Cat Air 
Base. The squadron, also known as "Mistys" was responsible for flying F-100 
Super Sabre aircraft into high threat areas for Fast Forward Air Control missions. 
On one of his missions he was hit by ground fire forcing him to eject. The colonel 
was captured, interrogated and severely tortured. He was a POW for five years 
and seven months.  On March 4, 1976, President Gerald Ford awarded Colonel 
Day the Medal of Honor for his bravery while a captive in North Vietnam.  
Colonel Day is the most decorated military officer since Gen. Douglas MacArthur 
and holds, among others, 50 medals earned in combat. 
  

 
 
(Right) Medal of Honor recipient retired Col. Leo 
Thorsness waits to speak during a dedication 
ceremony of two buildings in honor of himself and 
fellow Medal of Honor recipient Col. George E. 
“Bud” Day May 7 on Goodfellow AFB, Texas. (U.S. 
Air Force photo/Master Sgt. Randy Mallard) 
 
 
 
 

(Left)  Retired Col. George E. “Bud” 
Day, center and wife Doris, and Col. 
Thomas Geary, 17th Training Wing 
commander, unveil the monolith in 
front of “Day Manor,” May 7. Two 
visiting officer quarters were named 
for retired Air Force Cols. George 
Day and Leo K. Thorsness, who 
received the Medal of Honor for 
actions while serving in Vietnam.  
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(Right) Retired Col. Leo K. Thorsness, 
center with his wife Gaylee, and 
Colonel Thomas Geary, unveil the 
monolith in front of “Thorsness 
Manor,” May 7.  
 

 
(Left)  Retired Col. George E. “Bud” 
Day greets H. Ross Perot after the 
dedication ceremony May 7, at 
Goodfellow AFB.  

 
(Right) Retired Col. George E. “Bud” 
Day, center, accompanied by his wife 
Doris, and Col. Thomas Geary, unveil 
the monolith in front of “Day Manor”. 
 (Air Force photos/Lou Czarnecki) 
 

__________________________________ 
         
                                Heritage Chapter’s Quarterly Social 

 
On June 3rd, the Heritage Chapter held its quarterly social at Lin's Grand 
(Chinese) Buffet in San Angelo, TX. All-in-all it was a very delightful evening - 
no fights broke out! 
Special guests were some International Officers from GAFB.  Although there 
were 10 in the class, only 4 were able to attend.  This class had students from: 
Jordan, Egypt, Pakistan, Oman, Turkey, Rwanda, Latvia, Taiwan, Italy, and South 

Korea (a female officer).  Unfortunately no 
photos of them are available as they arrived 
later on. 
 
Oops. We do have one interesting shot of 
Terry Giroux with the infant son of the 
Major from Taiwan.  Hey, little one, can 
you say 'grandpaw' ? (Left)  
 

Terry Giroux with son of Taiwanese Major 
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WA, where he served as a staff anesthesiologist at Good Samaritan Hospital until 
retirement in 1991. He enjoyed fishing, shooting, (especially on trips to Mexico, 
Columbia, and Bolivia), golfing, and traveling almost anywhere. He was a 
member of St. John Bosco Catholic Church, Lakewood, WA; Memorials may be 
made to St. John Bosco or a charity of your choice. // Published in News 
Tribune (Tacoma) on May 21, 2010 // 
*************************************************** ************** 

SMSgt Jerold 'Jerry' Lewis, age 77, passed away on May 21, 
2010, in San Angelo, Texas. He was born June 15, 1932 to in 
Ashland Wisconsin. Jerry graduated from Ashland High School 
in 1950. He enlisted in the United States Air Force, Security 
Service in 1952. Jerry's overseas tours of duty included 
Germany, Japan, Greece and Italy, where he raised his family. 
He retired from the USAF in 1972, and then worked as a paint 
specialist for Lander's Automotive.. In lieu of flowers, request 

contributions be made to the American Lung Ass’n or a charity of your choice. 
We will miss his sharp wit, sense of humor and his ability to communicate 
without words through his facial expressions // Obit  // 
*************************************************** ************** 

SMSgt Dwight Leo Black, 79, wonderful husband, father and 
grandfather, died peacefully Saturday, May 15th of lung cancer. 
Dwight served our country as a member of the Air Force for 21 
years and retired at a very young 38. He was especially proud that 
two of his grandsons are currently serving in the Navy. Soon after 
he left the Air Force as a Senior Master Sergeant, he started 
another 20-year career with the Education Service Center and 

retired a second time in 1990. After basic training at Lackland, he was stationed 
with USAFSS at Kelly AFB where he met his future bride, Mae. Dwight, did two 
tours of duty at Headquarters Far East Air Forces in Japan, served in Darmstadt 
Germany and finished his military career at Ft. Ritchie, Maryland. Dwight was an 
avid sports enthusiast and a big San Antonio Spurs fan.  He enjoyed playing poker 
with friends and was a founding member of the 21-year old HFL fantasy football 
league. Very active in St. Elizabeth Ann Seton Catholic Church in Leon Springs, 
Texas, he volunteered many hours at their food bank. // Obit // 
*************************************************** ************  

MSgt James Charles Van Kirk, 70, of San Angelo, Texas 
passed from this world on Aug. 13, 2010, surrounded by loved 
ones at his home after a long, courageous battle with leukemia. 
James fought his illness with bravery and spent his last few days 
preparing his family; acceptant and ready to meet his maker. 
James leaves behind a devoted wife of almost 50 years, Mary 
Pauline Van Kirk of San Angelo, Texas. James was born May 8, 

1940, in the small farming community of Burne, Minn. He graduated from Pine 
Island High School in 1958, and joined the USAF in 1960, retiring in 1980 after a 
20-year-career that took him to many foreign countries: 6950th (Chicksands, 
England); 6927th (Peshawar, Pakistan); Vietnam; 6917th (San Vito, Italy 68-
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Glen Hartman (March 11, 1929 - June 1, 2010) San Antonio 
Former City Councilman Glen Hartman, who enjoyed careers as 
a military intelligence analyst, a San Antonio weatherman and 
TV personality, and a city father during one of the most dramatic 
periods of change in San Antonio politics, died Tuesday. 
Stricken recently with lymphoma, Hartman was 81. Hartman 
served on the City Council from 1975 to 1979. The son of a 
German sharecropper, Hartman grew up speaking the language, 

which would prove beneficial in his military and civil service careers. He enrolled 
at the University of Texas at Austin in 1945 at the age of 16. Though World War 
II was over, he enlisted in the Army at 18 in hopes the GI Bill would pay for the 
rest of his education. Assigned to the Military Intelligence Service Language 
School, Hartman studied Russian and worked as a Russian and German translator 
at the Pentagon, reading documents captured from the Germans during the war. 
He left the Army in 1948 and finished a degree in political science. Later, he 
earned a master's from Princeton University. In 1950, he began working for the 
Air Force Security Service, visiting more than a dozen countries, including Iran, 
Pakistan, Afghanistan and Vietnam. He served as a Russian-Spanish linguist in 
Florida during the Cuban missile crisis. In 1957, he started a part-time career as a 
weatherman, working for both KENS and KSAT. He retired from civil service in 
1974 and was elected to the council in 1975, serving with former Mayor Henry 
Cisneros, who delivered his eulogy. // Obit//As a junior captain, I worked for 
Glen and his boss, Col George Adkins in 1967-68, as an action officer in 
USAFSS/XPD which was called the Long Range Plans Division. Glen was a solid 
citizen and supervisor. He anointed me with the name “Ayub” in recognition of 
my role as the poor bum responsible for doing things to convince the Paks to let 
us stay at Peshawar (I obviously flunked the course, but it was all downhill after 
the U.S. cut off support for the Paks in the 1965 war with India) He was a classic 
example of the very strong group of civil servants the command had in the 1960s. 
// Grover Jackson // 
*************************************************** ************* 

Lt. Col. Richard E. (Dick) Martindale, M.D. . Dr. 
Martindale was born June 10, 1929 in Providence, RI, and 
died May 8, 2010. He attended Providence Country Day 
School and Cranston High School, before enlisting in the Air 
Force and serving in USAFSS in Japan and Korea. He 
graduated from St. Mary's University, San Antonio, TX and 
flew with the Texas Air National Guard, while attending 
medical school at the University of TX, Galveston. He was a 

member of Phi Rho Sigma Medical Society. He completed an anesthesiology 
residency at Wilfred Hall Medical Center in San Antonio, before a tour of duty at 
Clark Air Base in the Philippines. It was there that he met his wife, Anne, who 
was a teacher and librarian with the Air Force Dependents School System. He 
completed 20 years of active duty, serving at David Grant Medical Center, Travis 
AFB, CA, from 1970-1975. While there he was on several medical recovery 
teams for NASA space flights. After leaving the Air Force he settled in Puyallup, 
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(Seated L-R) Chae Bascom, Nancy Larson, Jim Cox, Tim Ramig (student awaiting intell 
training), Jan Meyers 
(Standing (L-R) Ron Graham, Larry Miller, Cynthia Willey, Wayne Bascom, Ed 
Bendindelli, Larry Ross, Dick Meyers .   (Volunteer photographer:  Kathie Bendinelli) 
 
Tommy Smart (although arriving late with wife Kay) provided entertainment 
singing his USAFSS rendition of “I've Been Everywhere”. Needless to say, this 
was a big hit. ((This song can be found on the USAFSS Roll Call web site)).  
During the business meeting prior to the social festivities, Ron 'JJ' Graham, Ed 
Bendindelli, and Larry Ross were re-elected to 2-year terms as Heritage Chapter 
President, Vice President, and Secretary/Treasurer, respectively.  
                         Respectfully submitted, 

     Larry Ross 
*************************************************** ************* 

National Capital Chapter, Washingon D.C. 
     Annual Social      Submitted by Jan Leach 
 
The National Capital Chapter held its annual cocktails and dinner social at the 

Bolling AFB Club on June 17, 2010.  
Approximately 40 people attended and 
had a delightful evening greeting old 
friends and reminiscing about the "good 
old days". 
Maj Gen (retired) Gary O'Shaughnessy, 
Chapter President, welcomed the group 
with comments about the Chapter 
history and introduced the special guest 
speaker, Colonel John Bansemer, for the 
evening.    Col Bansemer is currently the 

 Col John Bansemer and his wife Ellen       Commander of the 70th ISR Agency Wing 
at Fort Meade.  He gave an excellent presentation on the changing structure of the 
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ISR Command and his responsibilities as Wing Commander over approximately 
4,000 personal stationed all over the world.  Lt Gen (retired) James Clapper was 
unable to attend the social, but sent a note of regrets with best wishes to all his old 
friends.  We wish him the very best in his recent nomination to be the National 
Intelligence Director.  
                                                
*************************************************** ************** 

Gold Country Chapter, Yuba City, CA 
         By Richard J. Sacchetti 

 
During the weekend of June 11-13, 2010, I represented the Gold Country Chapter 
(GCC) of FTVA and VFW working a booth at Beale’s yearly Air Show in Yuba 
County, CA.   Proceeds from all of the donations and the sale of Intel T-shirts and 
a couple of items that were donated to the VFW were sent to Operation Warm 
Heart at Beale AFB.   
Then, on Saturday July 17, 2010, the 548th Intelligence Squadron at Beale Air 
Froce Base held its annual "Intel Family Picnic".  Russ Clark, our GCC FTVA 
Treasurer worked that event.  Russ, who owns a few of the Carl's Jr. fast food 
restaurants in the local area, donated enough hamburgers, buns and the fixings to 
feed approximately 400 people.  Every year since the GCC obtained its charter, 
Russ Clark has given of his own business proceeds on behalf of FTVA while I’ve 
provided cases of sodas and/or hot dogs for this yearly Intel Family get together.  
As is usually the case, the outing was a fun time for the young children as well as 
the men and women of the 548th ISR.  He looks a bit frail (but he did manage 
to play 18). God Bless America and our Troops!  

                           Remain In Touch,    
           Richard J. Sacchetti 
           President, GCC/FTVA 

*************************************************** ********************* 
 

Aloha Chapter, Honolulu, HI 
by John Toillion 

 
//Rass, attached are some photos from this past Thursday’s (June 3) Chapter social held at 
the Hickam O’Club. I’m including both a labeled and unlabeled versions for you to use as 
you wish.//   
 
I had expected a larger than normal turn out after meeting with the 324th IS’s Top 
3 on May 4 and follow up invitations; however, only one active duty airman 
showed – MSgt Johnny Dameron.  Am puzzled why others didn’t attend as we set 
the date 3 weeks ahead of time and there has been some interest.  We’ll continue 
to plug away – at least we’re giving some visibility to who we are and I’ll 
continue to work with the 324th folks at the tunnel as well as some old timers who 
are also at Kunia.   I need to also connect with the folks down at the 692nd. 
Those that showed had a great time. Here’s a summary of what went down: 
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ordered back to active duty as deputy commander, 439th Troop Carrier Wing at 
Selfridge A.F.B. Following the Korean War, he spent the majority of his time in 
the fields of technical and scientific intelligence and research and development. 
He ended his career on September 1, 1975 as commander of Brooks Air Force 
Base. Col Weinbrenner authored numerous articles on foreign science and 
technology and is considered a leading authority on foreign military capabilities. 
He is an Associated Fellow of the American Institute of Aeronautics and 
Astronautics. // Obit  // 
*************************************************** ********** 

Blanche Sorola. I just received the new Directory and noticed 
that: Blanche Sorola is listed   Blanche Sorola was a civilian 
employee at HQ USAFSS, working in Data Automation, 
where she was in charge of the Tape Library.// Jim Youngson 
// "I worked with Blanche for many years at ESC at Kelly AFB 
(now AFISR at Lackland AFB). She managed huge amounts 
of recorded intelligence data on storage tapes to support 
important missions" -// Gary Barr  // 

*************************************************** ********** 
MSgt Carlton E. Chambers (a 202 from the old school) went 
to reveille in the sky. On Tuesday 29th of June, he was called to 
join his fellow military companions after battling lung cancer 
and a serious infection in stomach and internal organs.  He 
served over 21 years in USAFSS including Korea, Vietnam, 
Germany, Italy and Taiwan. He was also a lifetime member of 
VFW 9174 Pinn Rd. . He was born in Izaria, Texas and raised 
and graduated in Chino, California.  Memorial Service was held 
at the Castle Ridge Mortuary in San Antonio, TX on 

Wednesday, July 7, with full military honors. //Obit  // Note: Carl cross-trained 
from 70270 in 1958 and took 202 training at March field. Mel Myers and he were 
in the same class and have been friends ever since.   I first met him in 1965 at San 
Vito.   He will be in my prayers.//Bob Burns//. 
*************************************************** ************** 

SMSgt Lucius (Pappy) Ruff, Jr., 1932-2010, was born in 
Kannapolis, North Carolina, on August 8, 1932. He passed away 
with his family at his side at Brooks Army Medical Center after a 
long battle with lung disease and pneumonia on Wednesday, May 
19, 2010. He was a loving  husband, father and grandfather. He 
spent 27 years in the US Air Force at bases all around the world, 
including Greenland, Germany, Turkey, Hawaii, and Alaska with 
his main home in San Antonio, TX at Kelly AFB. He was a 

member of American Legion Post 579, VFW Post 9174 and is a lifetime member 
of Disabled Veterans Association. He loved to golf with his retired military 
buddies and hang out at Kings Lounge afterwards. He always wore that white 
towel around his neck to keep him warm. It was his signature! In lieu of flowers, 
make donations to your favorite charity in memory of Lucius. //Obit  // 
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SMSgt Albert H. Quigg. Received a call from “Combat” Coulter 
who advised me that Al Quigg passed away in Feb, 2010. Al was 
in the 1st RSM when USAFSS took over from ASA. Al also spent 
time in the 15th RSM and had tours at Chicksands. Al was an 
FTVA member till 2006 when he started to get ill. //Dap//Talked 
to Peg Quigg wife of SMSgt Albert H. Quigg on 5 Jun 2010. Al 
died 7 Feb 2010 from muscular dystrophy and was cremated and 

buried in FT Sam Houston. Al was 79 years old. I know for sure that he was a 
mission supervisor in San Vito and Chicksands…and am sure he spent his whole 
career in USAFSS. His wife Peg lives in Boerne, TX. I am sure others could add 
to his accomplishments… he was highly thought of in the command. (Don’t know 
if he made CMSgt). I served with him in Chix during 68-72.//Michael Murray  // 
*************************************************** ********** 

 My neighbor, George Greene, Passed away in July, 2010 in the 
Dallas area. George has had serious strokes in the last couple of 
years and finally had to move  in a hospice in the Dallas area near 
his son. George was a 292xx and had tours at Crete, and I believe, 
the Philippines. // Dap //  
 

*************************************************** **********  
Marshall James Gregory was surrounded by his family when he 
passed away peacefully Sunday, the 30th of May, 2010. He was 
born in Rupert, Idaho on 4 December, 1947, moved to Chico at 
the age of three, and graduated from Chico High School in 1966. 
Marshall proudly served his country with the 6918th Security 
Squadron in the United States Air Force. Marshall’s passion for 
life included being a loving father and husband, talking with 

friends and making people laugh. He enjoyed riding his GSX-R-1000, 4-wheeling 
in his Bronco 'Snow Turtle,' camping, scuba diving, snow skiing, welding, and all 
things mechanical, including restoring a 1965 Falcon with his son. He also 
volunteered for many years with Butte County Search and Rescue.// Obit  // 
*************************************************** ********** 

Colonel George Ryan Weinbrenner, USAF, (ret), passed away 
on March 7, 2010. He was born in Detroit, Michigan on June 10, 
1917, to George and Helen Weinbrenner. Col Weinbrenner 
graduated with the class of 1940 from M.I.T. and completed the 
Harvard Business School Advanced Management Program 
1966. He married Billie Marjorie McConnell on May 2, 1955, in 
Arlington, Virginia. He had an honorable career with the United 
States Air Force that spanned 37 years of commissioned service. 

During WW II, he served a combat tour with the 8th A.F. in the European Theatre 
of Operation, including several months of duty in enemy occupied territory. On 
February 22, 1944, Col Weinbrenner was flying as an observer in a B-17 Flying 
Fortress over Belgium when the airplane was hit by German Fighters. Parachuting 
to safety, he was assisted by Belgian and French patriots and evaded the enemy 
for seven months in Belgium and France. After a few years in civilian life, he was 
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After introductions and a delicious bowl of Mongolian BBQ we spent some time 
catching up with former President Ken Een who had been on island for a while 
having tooth implant preparatory surgery. We old timers also shared several war 
stories with TSgt Dameron, a 16-year career man, who will soon be PCSing with 
his wife, MSgt Michelle Dameron, to Ft Meade, MD. Michelle chairs the Top 3 

and was instrumental in 
arranging for my Top 3 
presentation on May 4. She 
wasn’t able to attend due to 
babysitting chores. Good news 
is that Johnny got her signed 
up for FTVA membership, so 
we did gain a new member – 
perhaps things turned out 
better than I originally 
thought. 
 

(Back) Diana Toillion, Al Teele, John Toillion, MSgt Johnny Dameron, Marivic Crain 
(Front)  Ken Een, Ken Hopkins, Steve Crain 
 
We also had fun completing an FTVA Trivia test (see attached) which I created to 
stir up some interest and discussion. We did the grade school thing where after 
completing the test we passed our paper to the left to ensure there was no 
cheating.  (Note: I added some comments on the attached copy which I thought 
you’d find interesting.) The one perfect score: by Ken Een – hey, that’s 
understandable with his age and being the former Chapter President, right? 
             
Another nice touch for this social was the presence of two lovely spouses – 
Marivic Crain and Diana Toillion (impartial of course). Marivic is employed at 
the local Macy’s in the jewelry department which caught the interest of Diana 
who has been a jewelry enthusiast since our assignment to Taiwan where I recall 
she practically “owned” one of the local jewelry stores. Also of interest, Marivic’s 
name is a combination of Maria and Vicky – guess her parents couldn’t choose 
between the two so did the combo.  During our discussions Ken Hopkins noted he 
is retiring from his civilian job the end of June and plans, at least initially, to do 
absolutely nothing. We all said, “Yea, right! That’ll last at the most 48 hours!”  
We closed out the evening by committing to meeting again the third Thursday in 
September when we hope to have more of our active duty counterparts attend. 
MSgt Dameron said he would rustle the bushes to stir interest as well as provide 
me with a list of upcoming 324th events that we old timers might be able to 
participate.    Aloha, 
      John Toillion 
 
*************************************************** ************** 
 

When two egotists meet … it's an  “I” for an “I” !!  
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The FTVA would like to keep you abreast of all organizational reunions.  
Following are the reunions we are aware of: 
 
September  3 – 7,  2010  
Yale Institute of Far Eastern Languages (IFEL)  All Class Reunion of 10/63 
and 1/64 classes including the guys at Yokota/Shu Lin Kou circa 65-67 et all 
interested – Da Nang, Russian/Korean/Viet linguists.  
Location of Reunion: - Portland OR 
POC is Jim Broadwell (Email - jbroadwell@qwest.net)   Phone (503) 312-9922 
________________________________________________________________ 
September 18 – 21, 2010 
6933rd RGM, Karamursel Turkey 
Location:  Myrtle Beach, south Carolina 
Comments:  11th annual reunion of KAS 60-61 ORGANIZATION.  Must be a 
member to attend. See http://www.kas60-61.org 
POC: Pete Johnson (E-Mail: pjohnson010@carolina.rr.com) - Ph: 980-328-4150 
________________________________________________________________ 
September 23  –  25,  2010  
ANNUAL FTVA Reunion at San Antonio, TX 
POC: president@ftva.org 
Information: http://www.ftva.org 
Comments:  Reunion packets were mailed to the membership along with the 
annual member directory in mid July. 
 ________________________________________________________________ 
September 22 – 25, 2010 
2010 Worldwide Roll Call Reunion  
Location: Sleep Inn Suites Near Sea World 
(website  http://www.sleepinn.com/hotel-san_antonio-texas-TXB28) 
Wednesday will be arrival day.  There is a traditional reception prior to FTVA 
weekend activities.  Wednesday nite at Walt Ritter’s Maya King's Lounge;. 
Thursday is open; Friday, a bus will take those who sign up to the Lackland Basic 
Training Graduation, then EC-47 memorial program at 11 a.m, followed by the 
annual FTVA picnic on Security Hill.  Our banquet will be back at the hotel that 
evening, with AFISR commander General Heithold as our guest speaker.  We will 
honor Pioneers, Viet Vets, and have other surprises in the program.  Depart on 
Saturday. 
POC:  Waco Wetterman - waynew511@aol.com. ph 210-658-9250 
 
 
________________________________________________________________ 
 
 
 

REUNION ANNOUNCEMENTS  
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Charlie Bonham passed away. Don't know if many out there 
knew him, Charlie was a Morse op and we flew together on the 
RC-135s out of Eielson AFB in the early sixties. Prior to the 135s 
arrival at Eielson, Charlie also flew on the RB-47s. I went on to 
Germany in 1965 and not sure where Charlie went from there, but 
know he flew the EC-47s in Vietnam in the early 70s. I crossed 
paths with him again here in San Antonio in the early 90s working 

in Civil Service at Lackland.  He retired several years ago. He is being buried at 
Ft Sam. RIP Charlie.// Greg Mahoney // 
*************************************************** ************* 

Paul D. Tharp, 63, of Dover died on Sunday, June 27, 2010 
following a courageous battle with cancer. It is with great sadness 
that Det 6/2 of the 6910th acknowledges the passing of our 
brother Paul: Born October 25, 1946, in Dennison, he was the son 
of the late Donald E. Tharp and Wanda L. McCarty Stone. He 
graduated from Uhrichsville High School in 1964. Soon after 
graduation, he joined the United States Air Force, where he served 

our country from January 13, 1966 until his honorable discharge on September 
22, 1972. //Jack Sellman – USAFSS Roll Call Site // 
*************************************************** **********  

Maj Terry Kearney  passed away on 25 June 2010 in McLean, 
VA.   Terry was a driving force in the operation and management 
of the 6924th Heritage Assn where he constantly worked to help 
our Tigers with search information, VA help and finding other 
members of the 6924th Scty Sq at DaNang AB, Vietnam.  He was 
a dedicated warrior and was an outstanding leader.  He strived to 

help anyone who asked for help and will be sorely missed.  I've included a long 
and short version of his biography that we used in the Association.  Entered 
USAF June 1957. Following pilot training, was Base Security and Intel Officer, 
3545PTGp, Goodfellow AFB, TX (then an Air Training Command B-25 base). 
Following the transfer of base and personnel to USAFSS, Sep 1958, trained as an 
Intelligence Communications Officer. Upon completion, went on to complete the 
Airman- and NCO-level Non-Morse Intercept courses. First officer ever trained in 
that specialty.  (His one regret: “Major Bill Cooper and Capt Doyle Larson 
couldn’t find a way to award me the Enlisted 292X2 AFSC!”) Following tours at 
the 6981RGM, and AFSSO 15th AF (SAC), arrived at Det 2, 6925RGM in 
January 1965 as the Operations Officer's replacement. For various reasons, was 
"exiled" (extended TDYs) to, first, SAC's OL-20 (LUCKY DRAGON/TROJAN 
HORSE) at Bien Hoa; then as USAF Rep, DoDSpecRep-V (MACV-SOG, tac c/s: 
Krait-01). He returned to the 6924SS in 1965 as OIC, Monkey Mountain Ops, 
until DEROS in January 1966 then Special Activities Officer (SAO), AFSSO 
USAFE, Germany 1967-68: AF Special Security Officer, HQ USAFE, Germany.  
Subsequently held most other AFSCs in the Intelligence career field (HUMINT, 
Tactical Intel, etc.) until retirement in 1979 as Director of Intelligence, 36th 
Tactical Fighter Wing (USAFE), Bitburg AB, Germany.  // Mike Gilkerson // 
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Pennsylvania State Police in Snyder County as a Communications Officer. He 
was an active member of the community and enjoyed league bowling and also 
loved to play golf. John moved to Florida in 1999 where he was a much loved 
resident of Pedlars Pond. // Ron Moyer – USAFSS Roll Call Site. // 
*************************************************** *************** 

Richard Allen Jule, 72, of Pilot Mountain, passed away 
Saturday, June 19, 2010 at Woltz Hospice Home, Dobson. He 
was born September 16, 1937 to Elmer and Lydia Jule, in 
Cambridge, Massachusetts and grew up in Newton, 
Massachusetts. Mr. Jule served in the USAF, stationed in 
Darmstadt, Germany from 1955 to 1958. His 30-year career in 
the U.S. Government included extensive overseas travel in 

Europe, Africa and the Mideast.  //Submitted Aubrey Keeter 
6910Darmstadt/Augsburg Site. // 
*************************************************** ************* 

David L. Probst, 79, of Benton, WI died Sunday, July 25, 2010, 
at Southwest Health Center Hospital, Platteville. He was born on 
Aug. 25, 1930, in Hazel Green, WI. He graduated from Benton 
High School in 1948.  David served in USAFSS from 1953 until 
he retired, in 1979. His stateside assignments were at March Air 
Force Base, Calif., and Kelly Air Force Base, Texas. His 
overseas assignments were in the Philippines, Taiwan, Germany, 
Japan and Scotland.  He married Liwayway "Rosie" V. Limin on 
May 17, 1972, at St. Christopher's Catholic Church in Taipei, 

Taiwan, with the Rev. Fr. Edward Kucera officiating //Obit  // 
*************************************************** ************** 

Mary Jeanne Royal, age 85, formerly of San Antonio, passed 
away Thursday, June 24, 2010 in Irving, Texas. Born December 
21, 1924, in Chicago, Illinois, Mary was preceded in death by 
beloved husband, William E. Royal. As a proud military wife and 

a 30-year Air Force civil service employee, Mary lived all over the world. Her 
sense of humor and loving nature will be sorely missed. // Obit  // 
*************************************************** **********  

MSgt Cecil L. Poole passed away June 3rd. He lived in Sandston, 
VA. He and I used to car pool when I was stationed at Bingen and 
I remember him as a really squared-away senior NCO. RIP, Cecil. 
// Bill Burhans - USAFSS Roll call Site // Am forwarding this 
notice in case it was missed earlier. I checked the Sandston, VA 
obituary page and found only the following by way of 
an obit: "Cecil was born on December 19, 1924 and passed away 

on Thursday, June 3, 2010 .Cecil was last known to be living in Sandston , 
Virginia ." //Editor  // 
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Sep 23 – 25, 2010 
Association of Spanish Flyers (Beaners) 
Location of Reunion: San Antonio TX (In conjunction with FTVA Reunion) 
POC: Scott Winn (E-Mail - scott@scottwinn.com) Phone: 410-458-7200 cell 
Comments: See the info posted at www.beanerbanner.com for more info. 
_________________________________________________________________ 
Sept 26th thru Sept 29th 2010 
15th Annual reunion of the 15th RSM Association 
POC:   Jim Bramwell <m.jbrampres3@verizon.net> Phone (610) 544-5143 
Location:  Embassy Suites, Kansas City, MO.   
Rass, there are many of us from the USAFSS who recall the 15th RSM with its 
main headquarters at Ashiya AB, Kyushu, Japan with its various detachments in 
Korea.  Our reunion is open to any that are interested in joining with us.  
Unfortunately the years of consideration to be a member of the 15th RSM 
Association has been limited because of passing of time.  We have been in 
existence for the past 15 years even though personnel we draw from were either in 
the 15th RSM or 6922nd RGM from 1951 to 1958 when the 6922 at Ashiya was 
closed down and transferred to Brady AB , Hakata, Japan. 
Yours, Jim Bramwell - Life member FTVA  
________________________________________________________________ 
September 29 - October 03, 2010  
6952nd Scty Sqdrn; 37th RSM; 7535th ABS; RAF Kirknewton, Scotland 
Location: Radisson Opryland Hotel, 2401 Music Valley Drive, Nashville, TN 
POC: Helen Oleson, 12226 Wilderness Road, Anchorage, AK 99516-Phone: 
(907)345-0868 - E-Mail: holdfast@acsalaska.net  
Comments: Open to all Alumni; spouses; family; friends from all Units assigned 
at RAF Station Kirknewton, Scotland 1952 - 1966. Reunion Schedule and 
Registration information can be found on: http://rafkirknewton.bravepages.com or 
by contacting POC and request a copy of the Schedule & Registration Form.  

 
October 6-10, 2010 
6927th RSM Onna Point, Okinawa 2010 Reunion 
Location: Charleston, SC 
http://mysite.verizon.net/tr414cc/6927rsm.htm 
Comments:  Bus tour scheduled for Thur Oct 7 to Middleton Place Plantation, Fri 
Oct 8 ferry boat to Ft Sumpter, Banquet Sat evening. 
_________________________________________________________________ 
October 6 – 10, 2010 
10th Annual 6924th Heritage Assn Reunion 
Location:  Nashville, TN 
POC:  Mike Gilkerson (GIL) (mikegilkerson@charter.net)   Ph 618-530-7887 
Comments - This is the 10th annual 6924th reunion.  The reunion will be held in 
downtown Nashville at the Holiday Inn Express which is within walking distance 
to shopping, restaurants and tourist attractions. Request reunion registration form 
from Mike Gilkerson (GIL) at:  mikegilkerson@charter.net 
and check out our website at  www.6924th.org .  
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April 28-1 May 2011 
The 36th Fall of Saigon Party 
Location:  San Angelo, TX 
POC: Joe Turney (parrotjet@yahoo.com) 
Larry Miller  (lpmiller668@yahoo.com) 
The annual get-together for Air Force Vietnamese linguists, is scheduled to be 
held in San Angelo, Texas from April 28-1 May 2011.  Tentative schedule 
includes Goodfellow AFB tours and briefings, golf outings, and a cookout at Lake 
Nasworthy Recreation Camp (aka Nasty Water).   Arrangements have been made 
at two local hotels, Fairfield Inn and Staybridge Suites.  Reservations on a first 
come first served basis, later than 29 March 2011. See YahooGroups 
(http://groups.yahoo.com/group/USAFDoggers) for information and updates.   
________________________________________________________________ 
September 2011 
Airborne Maintenance Technicians Ass’n (AMTA) Reunion  
POC:  Johnnie Estes e-mail jte1@amtassociation.org 
Location:  San Antonio Airport Hilton to coincide with the 2011 FTVA annual 
website. 

 
 

USAFSS Roll Call /Misawa Alumni Social  
 
USAFSS Roll Call / Misawa Alumni Social:  Everyone’s invited to attend the 
13th annual alumni gathering on Wednesday, September 22, 2010 at 6 PM at 
Maya’s Kings Lounge, 111 Whitewood, San Antonio, Texas. Group pictures 
taken at 8 PM. Reservations not required. For info call Walt Ritter, 210-260-3062 
 
*************************************************** ********************* 
 

 
 
“Guhor” – Term used in certain military foreign 
language communications means “I can’t hear 
you”.  
 
“Guhor Stick” – Term used “back in the day” 
referring to a sliding alpha-numeric ruler-like 
instrument for determining communications 
procedures. 
 
 
 
 

 
 
*Thanks to Dave Naab, Paul Culp and Wayne Tallant for their input and Ralph McDonald for the 
cartoon. 
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MSgt Charles M. 'Catfish' Miller, Jr . age 80, beloved husband, 
father and grandfather, passed from this life on Saturday, July 31, 
2010. A graveside service was held at 10 a.m. Thursday, Aug. 5, 
2010, in Lawnhaven Memorial Gardens with Father Charles 
Greenwell officiating.  Mr. Miller was born in Youngstown, 
Ohio, in 1930 and entered the U.S. Army Air Corps in 1947. He 
served in Guam, Japan, Washington D.C., and then with the 
USAFSS in Germany from 1951 to 1953. While stationed at 

Youngstown Air Base in Ohio, Charles met and married Julia Aurilio of Girard, 
Ohio, in 1955. She accompanied him on Security Service assignments in 
Germany, Massachusetts, Greece, and Texas. He retired from the Air Force at 
Goodfellow Air Force Base, San Angelo, Texas, in 1967. In 1968, he completed 
studies at Angelo State University, San Angelo, Texas, leading to a state teaching 
certification. In 1975, he received a master's degree in education from Angelo 
State University. He was employed by the Texas Employment Commission in San 
Angelo in 1968. Mr. Miller taught business education subjects at Central High 
School for 20 years until his retirement in 1990. During the retirement years, Julia 
and Charles enjoyed traveling with their truck and fifth-wheel trailer.. //Obit // 
*************************************************** ************* 

Sanford (Sandy) Thomas Matthews was born April 7, 1944 in 
Oklahoma City to Dr. Sanford and Muriel (Thomas) Matthews. 
He died July 15, 2010, at the age of 66 at his home in Enid. Sandy 
attended Oklahoma City schools, graduating from Classen High 
School in 1962. He attended Park College in Kansas City for 2 
years and graduated from Oklahoma State University with degrees 

in history, political science, psychology, and sociology. He served in the Air 
Force, including two tours of duty in Vietnam. After being honorably discharged 
in 1971, he returned to college and earned a master’s degree in guidance and 
counseling from The University of Oklahoma. In 1972, he married Patricia (Patti) 
Gayle Johnson in Tulsa. They made their home in Enid in 1974 where he began 
his career with the Department of Human Services - Developmental Disability 
Services, working in various capacities until his retirement in 2002. From 2003 
through 2005, Sandy was the Director of Youth Ministries at First United 
Methodist Church, Enid, and led numerous youth mission trips, experiencing 
gardening and yard work, camping, backpacking, hunting, rappelling, and golf. 
But his greatest love was fly fishing in Creede, Sandy will be remembered for his 
sense of humor, service to others, // Submitted by Mike Gilkerson 6924th SS // 
*************************************************** ************* 

John 'Pap' Havice, 75, of Pedlars Pond, Lake Wales was taken 
from his family to be with the Lord on Saturday, June 12, 2010.  
John was born Feb. 15, 1935, in Burnham, Pa. He served in the 
Air Force from 1954-1978. He was stationed in Japan, Crete, Italy 
and England, where he spent most of his years stationed at RAF 
Chicksands, Bedfordshire, England, a country by which he would 

hold most dear. After retiring from the Air Force in 1978, John worked for the  
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USAF history.  Her obit is attached // LCol Ron Jacobs, USAF (Ret) // On 
Tuesday, July 13, 2010, the beloved wife of 57 years of Ronald M. Jacobs, passed 
away.  Mrs. Jacobs was born September 19, 1933 in Minneapolis, MN to Roy and 
Mathilda Gagnon. She has lived in Germany, Pakistan, Alaska, Texas and 
Colorado. She has lived in Laurel since 1959 and is a member of St. Mary’s 
Catholic Church. She was an educator and former President of St. Mary’s Home 
& School Assn., brought together St. Mary’s School & CCD. She worked as a 
media specialist at Pershing Hill Elementary from 1988-2007. She was a sponsor 
for yearbook and student government and started Dr Seuss Night at the school. 
She was also an instructor for Anne Arundel community College and leader for 
computer summer camp for Anne Arundel County. // Obit // 
*************************************************** ************* 

SMSgt Ralph William Sagan, passed away after a lengthy 
illness on June 14, 2010 at Shannon West Texas Medical Center 
in San Angelo, Texas, with his family by his side on November 
29, 1974 in San Antonio. He was 68.  Ralph earned a BA in 
History from St. Mary’s University in San Antonio and a MA in 
Management from Webster University. Ralph’s AF career 
spanned 23 years, 12 of which were spent in the USAF Security 
Service. Ralph served as a Russian linguist and accrued many 
flight hours as an Airborne Mission Supervisor aboard the C-

130 aircraft, of which he was most proud and considered the highlight of his Air 
Force career. He served tours of duty in Texas, Japan, Germany and Greece. 
Upon retirement from the Air Force at Laughlin AFB in 1982, he began a 22-year 
career teaching American and World History at Del Rio Freshman School and a 
management course at Park College. Most importantly, he wanted students to 
learn how to be good citizens with character and integrity and delighted in their 
success long after he was their teacher. His family is most proud of the courage he 
displayed throughout his illness, never complaining or asking why. His legacy to 
us will always be his steadfast love. “I have fought the good fight, I have finished 
the race, I have kept the faith.” – 2 Timothy 4:7. In lieu of flowers, the family is 
requesting that donations be made to the Fisher House at Lackland AFB, St. 
John’s Guest House in San Angelo, Texas, the Disabled American Veterans 
organization, the St. Labre Indian School and any other charity of choice. // Obit 
– Del Rio News-Herald // Sad to hear.  I flew many missions out of Rhein Main 
with Ralph as my airborne analyst. He was a good one and always kept the crew 
well informed. RIP Ralph.//Greg Mahoney// Ralph and I workled together in the 
Sham Shop at Rhein-Main in the '66-'69 period.  He PCSed to Athens, and I lost 
track of him.  He was a good guy to work with and a good analyst. Ralph was one 
of the most memorable (funny) storytellers I have ever known.  He could tell you 
about standing in a corner all alone and have you laughing.  In many ways his 
attitude was symbolic of USAFSS enlisted men worldwide.// Bill Mahan//  Ralph 
was a good friend for a lot of years.//Dick Gantzler// 
 
 
*************************************************** *************** 
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6994th Security Squadron  EC-47 Reunion 
       Submitted by Rick Yeh 

 
6994th SS Alumni 
participated in the 2010 
reunion of the EC-47 
Association in Ft. Walton 
Beach, FL from 20-22 
May.  Despite the threat 
of the oil slick in the gulf, 
everyone enjoyed the 
warm Florida sun as old 
friendships were 
renewed.  During the 
banquet, Mr. Dick Snook 
presented information on 
how the venerable C-47 
was still performing vital 
air support to 
organizations such as 
Missionary Flights 

International, which is currently providing relief operations in Haiti.  The next 
reunion of the 6994th Security Squadron is planned for Colorado Springs, CO in 
August 2011. 
(Details will be posted on website http://www.6994th.com as they are finalized.) 

REUNION REPORTS  
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6994th Ladies 
        L-R Carol Martin, Beverly Heying, Carole Wolfe, Lynn Cooper, Corlene 
        Hogg, Shirley Hull, Carol Meyer, Sandra Zebish, Lana Wheeler, Cindy 
        Krejsa, Sherry Brubne, Ann Willis, Krone Hammerle 
 
*************************************************** ************ 

 
Misawa Project Annual Reunion  

June 24 -27 
 

Reportedly “in the neighborhood of 200” 
USAFSS  veterans and family made for a record 
turn-out at the Misawa Project’s 2010 annual 
reunion in Philidelphia, PA. (Please see group 
photo on next page) 
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going to the Reunions but please let everyone know they are always welcome at 
our home here in Omaha.   We especially enjoyed your company!   Take Care!   
Please pass along this info to all his fellow Veterans.  Love, Cheri//Misawa Web 
Site// 
*************************************************** **************  

SSgt Barney Tracy passed away on 2 February 2010 at the age 
of 79. A veteran of the Korean War he was assigned to the 
6920th Security Group in Japan circa 1953. He photographed 
many sites in and around Johnson AB and other bases around 
Japan. He also served in Seoul late 53 and into 54 and took 
photographs of the area and its Air Bases.  He was discharged in 
October of 1954.  I noticed in your web site that you were 
always looking for photographs especially during the early 
1950s.  I am attaching a few of these photographs for you to 

review and if you are interested in more please let me know.  Please let me know 
if you put them on the site to give my father photograph credit.  Thank you very 
much and I look forward to hearing from you. // With all good wishes I am, very 
truly yours, Michael Tracy.//FTVA website// 
*************************************************** ********** 

CMSGT Joe T. Hudson, Sr. (USAF-Ret) age 74, of San 
Antonio, Texas, passed away Friday, July 30, 2010. He was born 
to the late O. Lon and Verlie Hudson, September 19, 1935 in 
Miami, Oklahoma. Joe graduated from Miami High School and 
attended North Eastern Oklahoma A & M. He was married to 
Dorothy J. (Crawford) Hudson. Joe served in the U.S. Air Force 
for over 22 years and retired to San Antonio as a Chief Master 
Sergeant in 1976. He was Residential Manager for the Bexar 

Appraisal District for 20 years until retirement in 2001. He received many awards 
and recognitions throughout his career. Joe was known to all as an intelligent man 
with a strong work ethic and a generous heart. He was an avid reader and enjoyed 
spending time with his family, who he said were his greatest accomplishment and 
joy. // Obit  // 
*************************************************** ************* 

Richard Takahashi, Jr.  Al Raymondi just reported that “Taka” 
served at the 6924th in 1966 and he received word that Taka has 
passed and be buried at the Hawaii State Veterans Cemetery, 
Kaneohe.   Richard Takahashi Jr., also known as "Sonny" and 
"Taka," 67, of Kapolei, a retired Wheeler Air Force Base Fire 
Department captain and Air Force veteran, died in Honolulu. He 

was born in Honolulu //Obit/ / Take Care, Dane // Mike Gilokerson // 
*************************************************** *************  

Leona Rosemary Jacobs - My wife, Lee, passed away on July 
13th after a three month battle with cancer.  Perhaps her most 
notorious act while in the USAFSS family was being written up 
in Stars and Stripes as the Lady in Shoe when she and the 8 1/2 

kids were evacuated from Peshawar in 1965.  I think that also made the official 
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retired racing greyhounds, but her real hobby was being "Grandma" to her 
grandson // Obit  // Marilyn was the wife of CMSgt Jerry Polansky, career 
USAFSS and the first (I think) USAFSS Silver Fox (ranking CMSgt in the 
command). Marilyn was a GS in USAFSS. ESC, etc. // George W. Hollis // 
*************************************************** ************* 

 CMSgt Eugene C. Lyon passed away today at a hospice here 
in San Antonio. Am sure the details will be in the paper in the 
next few days. I first met Gene in 1962 when he was a 202 TSgt 
at the 6922nd in Okinawa. Next saw him at NSA during the 64-
66 time frame when he was a MSGT in B Group (Korean Shop). 
He went to Turkey from NSA (Karamusel) and then showed up 
at JSPC in June 67. He and I were both in J32 until June 70. I 

can't remember where he went from there but I know he had at least one 
assignment at Key West. He visited me in San Angelo in around 79 or 80 when he 
was getting ready to retire. He worked at Lackland at DSLI for a time and at the 
post office after that but hasn't worked for at least 15 years as he had to tend to his 
wife who has Alzheimer’s.// Dave Naab //. CMSgt Eugene C. Lyon passed away 
on 30 July 2010, Four days prior to his 79 birthday. The cardiologist decided that 
he would not make it through the surgery and was placed in Hospice and lasted 2 
days. He served in Okinawa, Germany and Turkey. //Archie White. // Gene was 
our Operations NCOIC at the 6947th at Homestead in the 75-77 time frame.   He 
ran the unit with an iron fist, but you always knew where you stood with him.   I 
visited him several times in San Antonio during TDY's down to HQ's.   I will miss 
him, rest in peace Chief...//John “Mike” Miller USAFSS Roll Call Site  // 
*************************************************** ************ 

Col Willis B. (Buzz) Sawyer - Found the Colonel’s name in the 
SS Death Index.  He passed away April 11, 2010 at the age of 92. 
 Don’t know if you have this info but thought I'd forward to you.  
I served under him at the 6920th SG at Johnson AFB '52-'54.  If 
he was nominated, he should be in the Hall of Honor.  I am sure 
there may be others with this line of thought.  Not too many of 
that era left. // Vern Scott //  

*************************************************** ************* 
Robert Cork  (Jul 7, 1932 – Jul 29, 2010)//293XX  1st RSM in 
Misawa 52-54 per daughter born in SD - died in Omaha, NE 
//Helen Henderson//Hey fellows I need your help to spread the 
word that Bob Cork passed away July 29, 2010. I do not have 
many of the 1st RSM addresses so if you could help out I know 
that Kathy and Cheri would greatly appreciate your help. See 
attached email from Cheri, his daughter //Thanks, Joe B Jones 

// My Dad passed away on Thursday July 29.   It was a comfortable passing.   Did 
not seem in pain and was home where he wanted to be/.His funeral is on Monday 
August 2nd.   Funeral Home is Heafey, Heafey, Hoffman, Dworak and Cutler on 
7508 West Center here in Omaha.   We will have a memorial service with a priest 
  there.   Military honors.   He chose cremation so Tuesday we will take his ashes 
to South Dakota to his boyhood farm for his final resting place. We will miss 
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Misawa Project 2010 Reunion Group Photo 

 
(Right) The Hospitality Room 
was a busy place with folks 
arriving, meeting and greeting 
one another all day.   This  
moment in time shows JJ 
Johnson at the far left, Jane and 
Ken Love in the foreground 
talking with Waco Wetterman 
(yup, he showed up) and the 
recently-retired Mike Porta.  
(Posted By: Dutch Wiest) 

 
(Left)  On the first day for the Raffle 
Table, it was already looking pretty 
awesome! Thankfully, Carson wasn’t 
there yet to walk off with the framed 
pictures! 
 

  
     The Fearsome Foursome: 
(Right) Smiley Garrett, Granny 
Welch, Oly Harrison, and the 
"Window Man" are in banquet 
dress. 
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Misawa Project Banner 
Joe Klima provided a banner to 
the group.  Helen Henderson, 
the Project’s founder,  sent a 
copy of this picture to Ed 
Wagaman.   Ed is responsible 
for the group’s motto: 
"A tightly knit group of 
loosely knit people"   
immortalized on our banner.      
 
         
 U.S. Flag Flown over Misawa 

This flag was flown on “the hill” 
at Misawa AFB, Japan and is 
now part of the Misawa Project.   
Photos below flag show pictures 
taken in Misawa when it was 
flown. 
 
Background:   Prior to the 2007 
reunion in Baltimore, Navy Man 
George Logan sent this flag to 
Misawa Japan (the Hill) and 
Navy personnel assigned there 
raised this flag on the 

headquarters flag pole on 9-11-06 and then sent it back to George Logan.   This 
flag is now part of the Misawa Project Inc and is displayed and shown at each and 
every reunion since 2007. 
 
Joe Hornsby had five posters made up for the Misawa Reunion.  All were signed 
by personnel who were in Misawa from 
1958 through Jan 15th 1966 when "The 
Fire" destroyed the Stand Bar and the 
original poster. 
One was returned to Joe, one donated to 
the Raffle Table and these went to the 
three amigos –  Waco Wetterman, Syd 
Scales and George (Granny) Welch (abo 
ve).    I remembered Jim Kaus designed 
the original poster.  I could think of no 
one else more deserving of one of these 
signed posters,   so I gave him my copy.  
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we inform you of the following retired general officer's death:  Major General 
Paul H. Martin Last Duty Title: Commander of Electronic Security Command and 
Director of the Joint Electronic Warfare Center, Kelly Air Force Base, Texas. PS: 
Also our 6th STRAT Wg/CC (RJs) at Eielson AFB yrs ago when some of us were 
there.//Various sources originator AF/DPG //See Recollections  following list// 
*************************************************** ************* W

Willard R. (Bill) Ellerson  passed away on Monday, July 26 at 
the age of 79 years. He will be greatly missed by Lavern, his wife 
of 56 years, and his children. Mr. Ellerson had a highly 
successful career with the Air Force Electronic Security 
Command from which he retired in 1982. He was very active in 
the community and served for several years on the Board of 
Directors of Security Service Federal Union including a term as 
President. In retirement he enjoyed traveling the world with 

Lavern and loved to share travel stories with family and friends. Bill was a 
founding member of Our Lady of Angels Family Guild from St. Luke Catholic 
Church. // Obit  // Bill served as FTVA president, and also published the FTVA 
Newsletter in the late 80s, truly a loyal and outstanding supporter of this 
organization.  //Dap //  
*************************************************** *************  

SMSgt William “Bill” Frizzell  65, of Parker, CO slipped the 
surly bonds of Earth with his family at his side on July 29, 
2010.   Bill was born on Nov 27, 1944 and served 26 years in 
USAFSS.  He was a devoted husband to Sharon, and a proud 
father of Berinda, Joshua and Emily. A veteran of many C-47 
missions with the 6994th during Vietnam; other assignments 

included St. Lawrence Island, Chicksands, San Vito and, of course, Goodfellow.  
Bill was an avid golfer, and spent many happy hours pursuing his favorite hobby.  
Services, with military honors, will be at Arlington National Cemetery (Old Post 
Chapel) 8 November at 0900. //Obit//   
*************************************************** ************* 

SSgt Bartholomew J. Croissette  An obituary appeared in The 
Philadelphia Inquirer on 6/18/10 for Bartholomew J. Croissette 
of Moorestown NJ.  I posted the following comment on the 
www.sanvitoamato.com website: Among the comments in the 
obit:   "As a staff sergeant in the Air Force during the Vietnam 
War, Mr. Croissette worked with military communications and 
also did intelligence work in Pakistan, Italy, and Turkey", from 

which I concluded he was one of ours// Chet  Gulczynski // 
*************************************************** ************* 

Marilyn Spangler Polansky passed away on June 16, 2010 in 
Schertz, Texas. She was born in Corpus Christi, TX on 
September 18, 1936 but mostly lived in San Antonio. She was an 
USAF Federal Civilian Service employee at Kelly Hill for 39 

years. Upon retirement, she became an active volunteer at Universal City's 
Animal Shelter. Well known for her love of animals, she opened her home to 
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George Greene, MSgt, USAF-Ret 
Marshall James Gregory, USAFSS Vet 
Glen Hartman, GS—Civ, (Ret) 
John Havice, USAF-Ret 
John Higley, USAFSS COMSEC Vet 
Edgar Hopler, USAFSS COMSEC Vet 
Joe T. Hudson Sr., CMSgt, USAF-Ret 
Leona Rosemary Jacobs, Wife LCol Ron M. Jacobs, Lifetime Member 
Richard Allen Jule, USAFSS-Vet GS-Civ/Ret 
Rodney D. Kastens, USAFSS Vet 
Terrence J. Kearney. Maj. USAF-Ret, FTVA Lifetime Member  
Jerold ‘Jerry” Lewis, SMSgt, USAF-Ret 
Eugene C. Lyon, CMSgt, UASAF-Ret, FTVA Member  
Paul H. Martin, MGen, USAF-Ret, FTVA Lifetime Member, HOH 2001 
Richard E. (Dick) Martindale, Lt. Col, USAF-Ret 
Sanford (Sandy) Thomas Matthews, USAFSS Vet 
Charles M. “Catfish” Miller Jr. USAF-Ret 
Ernie Munn, CMSgt, USAF-Ret 
Jan Parcell, USAFSS Vet, 
Florence M. Parrish, FTVA Lifetime Member  
Marilyn Spangler Polansky, GS-Civ/Ret,  
Cecil L Poole, USAF-Ret FTVA Lifetime Member 
David L. Probst, USAF-Ret 
Alfred H. Quigg, CMSgt, USAF-Ret 
Mary Jeanne Royal, GS-Civ/Ret, FTVA Member 
Lucius (Pappy) Ruff Jr. SMSgt, USAF-Ret FTVA Member  
Ralph William Sagan, SMSgt, USAF-Ret 
Blanche Sorola, GS-Civ/Ret, FTVA Lifetime Member 
David Scott Sublett, SSgt, USAFSS Vet 
Richard Takahashi, JR. USAFSS Vietnam Vet 
J. Craig Teller, USAF-Ret 
Paul D. Tharp, USAFSS Vet 
Barney Tracy, SSgt USAFSS Vet 
James C. Van Kirk, SMSgt, USAFSS Vet 
George Ryan Weinbrenner, Col., USAF-Ret, FTVA Lifetime Member 
*************************************************** ************* 

Maj Gen General Paul H. Martin left this life on July 22, 
2010. Born in Akron, OH on February 23, 1936, he served his 
country for 32 years in the Air Force. After retiring in 1989, he 
moved to Nashville where he was an elder at the West End 
Church of Christ for many years. Although serving his country 
was of great importance to him, his greatest joys were his 
church and family. In lieu of flowers, memorial contributions 
may be made to the Vanderbilt-Ingram Cancer 

Center/Melanoma Research Dept., 1301 Medical Center Dr., Nashville, TN 
37232-7415 or the West End Church of Christ //Obit // It is with deep regret that 
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(Right) Helen Henderson  lit candles 
in memory of those who were lost in 
the line of duty as well as all our other 
Misawa brothers and sisters who have 
passed away. 
 
 
 (Below Left) A feisty gathering of 12 
found the Fuji Mountain Japanese 

Restaurant on Wednesday 
evening to kick off the eunion. 
The Katsudon was worth the 
trip! L-R are Dutch, Bill and 
Jane Doolittle, Lynn Anderson 
and Vi Stephens (partially 
hidden), Roberta and Ben 
Whitten, Jim Stephens, Andy 
Anderson, Sue and Jay 
Emmer, and Jeannette Wiest. 
 

 
(Right) Opening the Banquet, our 
first ever WAF color guard made up 
of, Terry Casey, Helene Quevedo, 
Maureen Goldberg and Barb Cahall 
presented the Project Banner along 
with the U.S. Flag which had flown 
over Misawa. 
 
 

 
  (Left)  Some of the gang are just 
outside the Visitors' Center (on a 
hot, muggy day!).  Independence 
Hall is in the background.  L-R are 
Sue Emmer, Roberta Whitten, Jay 
Emmer, Vi Stephens, Ben Whitten, 
Jeannette Wiest, and Jim Stephens. 
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The lady on the left is Pat Menezes, 
wife of Al "Pineapple" Menezes. The 
lady on the right is Angel Decker, 
wife of George Decker.     (Ident by 
Bob Wynn) 

 
(Right) This be Dave "Dobie" 
Gillis… his fashion statement brought 
him coveted first place in the “ugliest 
shirt” contest.   
    

 
 
(Left)  Ben Witten’s daughter 
Susan, believes everything that 
BJ Cook says. 
(Posted By: Syd Scales) 
 
 
 
 
 

            ‘Spanky Parker                                 Mr & Mrs Dave Gillis            Linda Scales 
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The FTVA acknowledges the following 
bequests, generously donated to the FTVA 
in memory of: 

 
   Maj Gen (Ret) Doyle Larson by: 
                 Mrs. Doyle Larson 

 
Maj Gen (Ret) Paul Martin by: 

             Bob Cope 
            Jim McLendon 

Perry Eisenhower 
Jerry Dubyak 
Pete Ogaard. 

     
SMSgt (Ret) Lucius Ruff  by: 

   Archie White 
      
All donations will be used in providing financial assistance directly to the people programs 
of the Air Force Intelligence, Surveillance, and Reconnaissance Agency (AF ISRA) and its 
predecessor organizations 
*************************************************** ************** 
 

 

 
 
The Association has learned of the following losses 
from caring relatives/friends and/or obituaries. We extend our prayers and 
sympathy to their loved ones.  “It is the soldier above all others who prays for 
peace, for it is the soldier who must suffer and bear the deepest wounds and 
scars of war.”   Douglas MacArthur. 
 
Dwight Leo Black, SMSgt, USAF-Ret 
Charlie Bonham, USAF- Ret, 
Jesse B. Cardin, MSgt, USAF-Ret 
Carlton E. Chambers, MSgt USAF-Ret, FTVA Member 
Robert. W. Cork, USAFSS Vet 
Bartholomew J. Croisette, USAFSS Vet 
Willard R. (Bill) Ellerson. GS-Civ/Ret, FTVA Lifetime Member, HOH 1990 
Segundo Espinoza Sr., Father of Segundo Espinoza Jr. FTVA Member 
Mark R. Feeney, USAFSS Vet 
Bill Frizzell SMSgt, USAF-Ret  

  MEMORIALS 

FALLEN EAGLES 
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Gene Britt (52-79) – Dawg trick was definitely working that day.   I got under my 
desk for   protection and Len Hauser crawled in behind me.   Len was cussing for 
the earth quake to stop.   I yelled at him that this was no time to be cussing.   I 
figured the good Lord was already upset.   Col Nizek’s wife called and wanted 
him   to come home.   He told her that he couldn’t - that he had to stay in 
operations.   Remember that the lights failed but the compound had both generator 
and a battery backup.   The only thing working was the telephones. 
Ron Marcoullier (62-64,66-68,72-76) – I remember that Navy guy who got his 
arm broken. Another thing about him (hope I’m not confusing him with someone 
else) was that at the same time, his wife was giving birth at the base hospital. If 
that memory is correct, it would be hard to top that family for earthquake 
memories. 
Randy Heatley(66-68) T4 – I was in super 10 when the quake hit. I found myself 
standing at the front of the section near where Gene Britt must have been under 
his desk. I assume I was going to the front door but decided that was dumb. 
Somebody yelled, “Get next to the wall.” I looked at my super 10 buddies 
standing next to the wall but under some metal mesh trays containing a bunch of 
cables. That didn’t look like a good idea. Then I looked down and saw a modest 
size safe bouncing around on the floor a few inches from my feet. That’s when the 
emergency door at the far end of Super 10 seemed like a really good idea. I 
remember getting outside, seeing waves in the cyclone fence and antennas waving 
back and forth.  
Ed Benningfield (65-69, 73-76) – Gene,  I agree with you, Major (at the time – 
1968), Nizek was a good officer and supervisor.   He was my boss during the 
quake of 1968.  I was working days.  All the other day ladies and I tried our best 
to get outside the building in spite of no power (darkness) and all the falling 
ceiling tiles and dust.   It was a morning to remember (like we could ever forget).  
Those who stayed on the job and kept working that day in operations, 
maintenance and communications deserve Kudos. Their combined efforts had 
operations up and running as normal by the swing shift that afternoon.  (Related 
subject:   After Air Force retirement, I worked with Charlie Albright as a civilian 
from 1984 to about 1988.   I haven’t seen or heard from him since, however, 
Charlie was good people and I wish him well wherever he is today.) 

THE FLAG THAT DOES NOT FLY  
 

In a beautifully landscaped area, close to 
Vandenberg AFB, a floral flag is planted 
in honor of our   military men and 
women serving around the world.  
Nearby, there are over nine miles of 
flower fields that go all the way to the 

ocean. These flowers are grown by seed companies.  This floral flag is 740 feet 
long and 390 feet wide and maintains the proper flag dimensions, as described in 
Executive Order #10834.  The flag covers 6.65 acres and is estimated to contain 
more than 2 million flowers.  
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(Right) “Smiling” Jim Kaus  
(see sleeve) tried to hold back a 
smile next to Lydia Crooks 
Cotriss and Joyce Godfrey… but 
he just couldn't help himself. 
 
 
 

 
(Left)  Standing in for BOB is 
the effervescent Spanky Parker, 
capably assisted by JJ Johnson. 
You had to be there to get the 
joke (grin)l 

 
 
(Right) Terry and Lew (“never miss a 
good  reunion”) Casey have attended 
‘em all. 
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The 35th Annual “Fall of Saigon” Party 
Submitted by Larry Miller 

 
The 35th Annual Fall of Saigon Party (FOSP) was once again held by former 
Security Service/ESC/AIA/AFISRA Vietnamese linguists from April 29 to May 1 
in the Baltimore-Washington area.   According to this year’s host, Chief “Rocky” 
Lecorn, this year’s get-together was probably the largest ever involving 
somewhere around 60 Doggers and their spouses from all over the US. 
 
The first evening’s mixer was a resounding success bringing together veterans of 
the Vietnam War who in many cases hadn’t seen one another in over 35 years.   
As happens at all of these reunions, the years fall away and the group recaptures  
a little of those days of our youth when we were young airmen at the 6990th, 
Nakhon Phanom, Monkey Mountain, or the Philippines.  As you can imagine the 
war stories flowed like water and in some cases they were actually true.    
The second day’s activities centered around National Vigilance Park at NSA 
followed by at tour of the National Cryptologic Museum.   Jim Cavanaugh, the 
senior Dogger in attendance, led a remembrance and wreath laying ceremony at 
the CI30 static display honoring the USAFSS crew that perished when their 
aircraft was shot down over Soviet Armenia in 1958.   
Saturday, the third day, included the traditional Dogger golf classic and a visit to 
the National Vietnam War Memorial in Washington, D.C.  Curiously, our 
ceremony at the Wall coincided with a separate celebration by Republic of 
Vietnam army veterans.   So we enjoyed watching their festivities complete with 
Vietnamese folk music, banners, and lovely ladies in “ao dais,” the traditional 
long silk dresses worn in Vietnam. 
That afternoon, everyone invaded Rocky Lecorn’s house for a cookout, more 
socializing and war stories, and just a couple of beers.   Joel Ware, the group’s 
unelected but very much appreciated photographer, captured the group’s 
festivities in more than a few hundred photos so that some of us can vaguely 
remember some of the moments.  (http://groups.yahoo.com/group/USAFDoggers) 
Following breakfast on Sunday, and after many fond farewells, the Doggers all 
headed back home with promises to return once again to next year’s reunion, for 
the first time in San Angelo, Texas from April 28 to May 1, 2011.   For more 
information on the 2011 reunion contact Joe Turney (parrotjet@yahoo.com) or 
Larry Miller (lpmiller668@yahoo.com). 
*************************************************** ************** 

 
Yale Institute of Far Eastern Languages Alumni 13th Annual Reunion 

           Submitted by Luther Deese 
 
Our June 18 & 19 USAFSS Yale IFEL Alumni 13th Annual Reunion was another 
resounding success. Over 40 members participated in the festivities on Friday the 
18th. The food was sumptuous and the beer and other beverages were served in 
copious quantities. Our guests of honor were Wash and Felicia Wong -- both fully 
retired and healthy, neither looking anywhere near their true ages.  
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Goodfellow NCO Academy Class '65C 
        Posted by Bill Chapman  

 
I came across this tired old photo in the garage while looking for something else 
this weekend. That's me on the left front and Clark Stroud on the right front. He 
won the Academic Award and I got lucky with the other two.   MGen Klocko 
spoke at the graduation banquet at the O' Club.  I'm sure some of you are in this 
picture and if not, you'll recognize an old buddy or two! BTW: Our Commandant 
at the time was CMSgt Barnes and at that time, Jim Heath was on the instructor 
staff (Military Studies). Barnes was brilliant! Heath was sharp!  

(Above not in order) From Goodfellow: TSgt Marvin Cambell and SSgts James Beason, 
Bill Chapman, Robert Hill, James Mae and Donnie Wanek.  From Kelly AFB: TSgts Elden 
Teal, Clark Stroud, SSgts Don Wiggins, Wesley Springer, James Robinson, George 
MacDonald, Donald Hodgson, Herve Dumont, Haskell Childers and Robert Allen.  From 
Ft Meade: Tsgt Donald Guyer, SSgts George Over Jr, James Proyer Jr and Simeon 
Suter.Brookley AFB: SSgt Kenneth Sherer JrRandolph AFB: TSgt Robert Longrie. From 
Offutt AFB:  Sgt Baughn Nelson Andrews AFB:   SSgt Raymond Van Dyke. 
 
*************************************************** **************  

    
        “Great Shakes Day” Patch   
                          Posted by: "J.J." Johnson (T4/DF 67-70)  
 
(Left)  This patch was designed by Dawg Flt. after 
the Misawa “Great Shakes Day” on May 16, 1968.  
Dawg's were in the ‘pound on a day-shift that day.  
                          ___________________ 
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6920th Misawa Deuce Softball Team 1975 
 
Posted By: Terry 
(Dobrilovic) Casey (73-75)  
 
 
(L-R) 
1. unk   
2. unk  
3. Donna Muelmans 
                           Foshee,  
4. Diane Hester, 
5. Lois Maier, 
6. Pat Shultz Lowe, 
7. Marylou "Lulu" Miller,  
8. Charlotte "Max" 

                 Maxwell, 
9  -  12 unk. 
 

//Ed note//We would think Nr 11 (above) did not play softball wearing those sandals!// 
*************************************************** ********************* 

Det 7, 6922nd Scty Wg, Korat RTAB, Thailan 1967 
    (Posted on Roll Call by Bill Buchsbaum) 

 
Bill Buchsbaum and I just reconnected after a few years (Summer of ‘65).   We 
were in the same 202 class at Goodfellow AFB in July of 65.   After that, seven of 
us went to Det 2, 6910th SW in Wiesbaden, W. Germany.   I believe that Bill and 
the other six or seven guys went to Kelly.– (Mike Baye – June 12, 2010) 
 

Hi Bill, remember you from a few "Blue "Flag" exercises here at Eglin AFB. Was 
good working with you, had a good time and your guys always contributed a lot 
to the exercises.  See Danny Chicorelli in the photo, one heck of a softball player. 
  We worked together at Kunia.... (John “Mike” Miller – June 12, 2010) 
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We had several first timers in attendance -- including John Cikoski, Ron Laske, 
Frank Smoko and bride and perhaps some that I've left out. On the 19th there 
were about 25 of us who enjoyed a complete Chinese banquet as our hostess Xiao 
Shun and her staff overdid themselves in serving delicious dishes of REAL 
Chinese food. Dennis Conklin and Ed Rockstein [honorary member and former 
USASA linguist] both regaled us with  special brands of humor and repartee.  
After 13 years, we plan to continue celebrating and remembering our common 
experiences in learning and using our Chinese language skills during those Cold 
War years when we served at various sites around the Pacific Rim (i.e. Korea and 
Korea remote (the island of Pyong Yong Do), Japan proper and Okinawa, 
Taiwan, the Philippine Islands, Vietnam, Thailand and some South East Asian 
locations that we don't say much about ((including the wilds of Pakistan)). In 
addition to Chinese language and culture, we also assimilated those of the far 
flung places where we served while keeping the world safe for Freedom and 
Democracy (or from it, as the case may have been).   I hope you enjoy the video 
slide show -- the sound track and the photos may seem somewhat 'non sequitur' 
but the mood is the important thing...   Until next year, I remain...  

         Your unrepentant servant,  Di Lu-de 
*************************************************** ************** 

San Vito’s 6917th Mini-Monthly  
 
Since April, a few ol’ San Vito 
alumni have been gathering each 
month at Buffalo’s in Helotes, TX.  
Jim Ray, Rass, Wayne Tallant, Steve 
Chilcutt and V.O. O’Steen served 
together at the 6917th during the late 
70’s and early 80’s.   

On May 25th, Sue Chilcutt, Marge 
Tallant and Gerry Ray joined in with 
“the boys night out”.  Wayne says it 
looks like this mini has turned into a 
monthly ritual.  If you were in Vito 
then, and want to join the bunch, call 
one of these alumni for details. 
*************************************************** ************** 

Historical Origins of English Expressions 
 
Way back in the Middle Ages, a law was passed in England that a man was 

only allowed to beat his wife with a stick no thicker than his thumb.   
 

Hence we have… 'the rule of thumb'. 
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6918th Dawgs All Smiles In Missouri          (Posted By: Dave Bethard (D Flt 67-71)  
 

Dowd's Catfish Restaurant, 
Lebanon, Missouri  June 12, 
2010 
 
(Left) Just one of the many 
fun events we shared at 
Bennett Springs State Park 
and campground in Missouri 
the second week of June 
2010. Shown are seven 
Dawgs who attended, 
standing left to right, Jim 

Howard, Rich (grabber) Caraway, Frank Shemek, Bob Farr. Seated left to right 
are Matt (Stan's daughter Tammy's friend), Dave Bethard, Cleve Green, and Stan 
Freymuth. Over the coming days, we'll post more images and tales--suffice it to 
say all enjoyed the all too brief gathering as we continue to enjoy the company 
and companionship of our buddies and spouses.  
*************************************************** ************* 

6918th Mini in Bellevue, Nebraska                (Posted by Frank Shemek) 
 
 
Summer Kitchen, Bellevue, 
Nebraska 
 
(Right)  On June 27, 2010, three old 
Dawgs got together to renew old 
friendships - from left, Troy 
Powell, Nancy & Bill James, Jill 
Thorn, Evelyn & Frank Shemek  
 

*************************************************** ************** 
6918th Orlando, FL Mini   
                                 (Posted by Dave Bethard) 

 
Tom and Connie Thaxter joined Mary and Ed 
Stallings at Orlando's Rainforest Cafe' for lunch on 
Friday, July 9, 2010. The guys have been friends 
since 1968. Only Mary was unable to attend the 2009 
Reunion, but all are looking forward to San Antonio, 
Texas, next year! 
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6901st softball team from 1962       by Chuck Etheridge, Daphne, Alabama 
(Rass, I appreciate you including this in a future issue of the Newsletter.) 

 

First row: Elder, Grady Melton, Desist, unk, Porky Gamble, Lagori Haggerty, 
Barry Riess, and Chuck Etheridge 
Second row: Grayson Cummings, unk, Bob Loy, Ray Swan unk, Barnett, Jack 
Massa, Jim Thrasher, Gary Shaw, Jim Braswell and Unknown Colonel. 
*************************************************** ************* 
Two Darmstadt Pioneers //Posted on Roll Call Website 5/15/10 by Duke Keeter// 
 

Robert (Bob) Hall (L) and Hobert (Red) 
Temple(R) were with the first group of 
34 Air Force troops from Lackland to 
arrive at the 2nd RSM in Darmstadt in 
March/April 1949.   Both attended the 
2RSM reunion in Dayton - first time I 
had gotten reacquainted with them since I 
left 2RSM in April 50.   Fred Gainer, 
Fred Ward, and Bill Rogge were also in 
the initial group of 34 - all 3 are on the 
6910th  Website.  Bob Hall was assigned 

to the Comm Center until he married a fraulein that worked at the Sunset Inn 
snack bar and was reassigned as 2RSM personnel clerk. He was on the 1949 Owls 
Basketball Team (#10).   Red Temple worked with Big John Currier erecting 
antennas at ELK and the new site by the autobahn.   Red was in the Merchant 
Marines for 2-years during WWII - assigned to a supply ship that sailed from NY 
harbor to Europe.   Red's 86-years hasn't slowed him, he is in good health.  
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Misawa “Tent City” Operations 1951-52    Posted By: Jim Kaus (Misawa Project) 
 

These must be some of the earliest photos available of Misawa, from 1952.   It 
was lifted from the 1st RSM site, posted by my good friend,  fallen eagle Royce 
Lloyd, and Bob Everett.   Can anyone tell us what it was like living/working in 
tents like this, using old manual typewriters in below zero weather???  
*************************************************** ************* 
    “Frankfurt 50 Years Later”   //Posted on Roll Call by Caroll Sickles 05/15/2010//  
 

(Left)  These two pictures 
were taken March 1951 
during the International 
Spring Trade show at the 
big hall on the left. The 
barn like building was 
slightly to the right of the 
Festival Hall.  
 

 
(Right)  Picture taken 50 years later in 
2001 on the same spot that the white 
building stood in 1951 (now the 5-star 
Maritime Frankfurt Hotel).   This is the 
hotel we stayed in on our return reunion 
to Germany in 2001. The festival hall still 
looks about the same as it did in 1951.  
 
*************************************************** *************    

State of the Art Technology 
 
A man was talking to his neighbor in Miami , "I just bought a new hearing 
aid.  It cost me four thousand dollars, but it’s state of the art.   It's perfect." 
 
"Really?" said the neighbor, "What kind is it?"     The man says, "12:30”.  
 

History and Memories 
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June 5th Missy Houston Mini 
 
On June 5th, Houston hosted a 
Misawa mini at the Goode 
Company BBQ.  Photo left 
shows more than a dozen folks 
led by Joe Hornsby got together 
for a bout of war stories. 
In the process, Mike McBride, 
Joe Horsby and Bill Chapman 
posed for a picture with a 
“corpse” on the porch (below). 

According to Granny Welch, that 
"corpse" is quite a joke down in 
Texas.  It sits on the porch of 
Mike "Mac" McBride, a non-
Misawa USAFSS vet who lives 
in Houston. For years, Mac has 
referred to it as a "dead man" and 
there have been endless jokes 
about the "dead man" on Mac's 
porch. As the picture shows, there is obviously some gender confusion about the 
"porch corpse."  The McBrides intended it to be a Halloween decoration at first, 
but found it easier to just leave it up all year round. The same way people do with 
Christmas lights. 
*************************************************** ************** 
 
 
 

Head of Air Staff ISR Retires: 
  
Lt. Gen. David Deptula, the officer who has overseen the Air Staff's intelligence-

surveillance-reconnaissance office (A2) since 
July 2006 and been the driving force behind the 
Air Force's ISR transformation, is retiring, 
service officials announced.  
As a denizen of the famous "Black Hole" in 
Saudi Arabia, he was the principal attack planner 
for the Desert Storm air campaign.   In the late 
1990s, he served as joint task force commander 

for Operation Northern Watch and there flew 82 combat missions.   He later ran 
the air operations center during the early air war against the Taliban and al Qaeda 
in Afghanistan in 2001.  

USAF NEWS 



Remain In Touch                                                                        September 2010 
 

28 

 
 
 

Lynn thanks Offutt Airmen for Recon, Intel support  
                                                                         By Jim Garamone, American Forces Press 
June 7, 2010  
The wars in Iraq and Afghanistan have pointed to the importance of intelligence, 
surveillance and reconnaissance platforms, and last week Deputy Defense 
Secretary William J. Lynn III thanked the airmen who provide much of that data.  
Lynn stopped at Offutt to visit with and thank the men and women of the 55th 
Wing.  The deputy met with squadron commanders in a small conference room 
and then moved to a huge hangar, where he addressed about 400 Airmen of the 
wing. 
Part of the unit flies RC-135 reconnaissance jets, and though the unit is based 
here, the crews fly from forward bases around the world, including Kadena Air 
Base, Japan; the Royal Air Force base at Mildenhall, England; and Souda Bay 
Naval Support Activity, Crete. The wing has provided intelligence and 
reconnaissance capabilities for all aspects of operations Enduring Freedom and 
Iraqi Freedom. 
“The reality of what you are doing in theater is clearly saving lives,” Lynn told 
the airmen. “You’re providing the technology and connectivity and the awareness 
that lets those on the ground know what they are coming up against, and know it 
well in advance of when they see it. It gives them the opportunity to beat it.”  U.S. 
forces are taking casualties, the deputy secretary acknowledged. “But they are a 
fraction of what they would be without your contribution,” he added.  The 
secretary met with each airman in the hangar and then toured a nearby RC-135. 
The plane was full of the latest electronic gear, and the crew proudly showed off 
its capabilities to Lynn.The plane is one of the newer ones in the 55th Wing’s 
fleet, having been delivered to the Air Force in 1964, and every Airman on the 
crew was born after the aircraft was built.  

______________________________ 
 

Fightin' Fifty-Fifth on the Cusp of Historic Milest one 
 
Capt. Keegan McConaughey, a 763rd 
Expeditionary Reconnaissance Squadron 
aircraft commander, and Capt. Allen 
Short, co-pilot, perform pre-flight checks 
in the cockpit of an RC-135 Rivet Joint 
aircraft, June 24, 2009. On Aug. 9, Offutt's 
55th Wing will surpass 20 years of 
continuous deployment to U.S. Central 
Command's area of responsibility by its 

personnel and RC-135 Rivet Joint aircraft. (U.S. Air Force photo/Senior Airman 
Andrew Satran). 
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2nd RSM “Second To None” Logo 
//Ed Note//Following correspondence reprinted for added FTVA distribution.// 

 
From: SMSgt BJ Jones  (benjamin.jones@lackland.af.mil ) 
BCamel01@aol.com     (August 4, 2010) 
Hello Gentlemen,        As Superintendent of the Air Force ISR Agency 

History Office in San Antonio, TX, I have been 
doing research on the 2d RSM and noticed the 
"Second to None" logo on your website.  Was that 
an official patch?  Did the 2d personnel wear that 
emblem?  
I have been unsuccessful trying to find the old 
emblems, as many of the RSMs did not go through 
official channels to get patches approved.  The 

historians in my office typically frown upon 'unapproved' emblems and logos.  
But I go with the history... if they wore them, then it's part of the unit's history--
approved or unapproved!  So I'm very interested in what you have to say.  Please 
contact me, as I have questions for you and may have some photos you might be 
interested in for your website.  Also, be sure to attach this to your site for all of 
our USAFSS friends: 
 http://www.afisr.af.mil/shared/media/document/AFD-091130-022.pdf  
 
 (PS. We are working on the 2010 version now!)  Thank you for your service with 
USAFSS and I look forward to speaking with you, 
    SMSgt BJ Jones - Supt, AFiSRA History Office 

Lackland AFB TX   (210) 977-2303 
benjamin.jones@lackland.af.mil 

 
      ------------------------------- Response ------------------------------------ 
 
From: BCamel01@aol.com  
To: benjamin.jones@lackland.af.mil 
Former 2nd RSM Members, 
Re: the above email from SMSgt BJ Jones asking about the 2nd RSM logo that 
we show on our website (http://2ndrsm.home.comcast.net/~2ndrsm/). 
  
To the best of my knowledge I do not recall anyone actually wearing the 2nd 
RSM patch that we have depicted on the website.  If any of you know otherwise 
please let SMSgt Jones know.  I do know that in front of Building A at Cambrai-
Fritsch Kaserne there was a sign which had the emblem displayed.  Please note 
that the one we have on our website has been modified slightly to alter the 
spelling of "second" to 2nd to None where as the original was 2d to None (see 
below).  This email is going out to approximately 200 former 2nd RSM 
members.  Hope this helps you. 
                  Bill Campbel  (BCamel01@aol.com) 
 


