lent’s Corner

Happy 2002. I hope the New Year is
bringing good things to you. It appears that we may be starting to recover
from our economic doldrums, but a full-fledged return to the bullish times
of the last several years may be a while in coming. We are pleased to tell
you that we have some more new faces around the Board table now. We
were all glad to welcome Cliff Koonce to the Board, especially Grover
McMakin. CIliff has agreed to serve as Secretary, relieving Mac from that
additional duty and allowing him to focus his primary effort serving as your
Social Director and the mainstay for getting the Reunion arrangements set.
I must tell you that Mac is a real jewel who does so much for your
Association that we could never afford him if we had to pay him. He's
organized, enthusiastic and gets things done, all with a view towards what is
in the best interest of the members of FTVA. Thanks again, Mac. We're
damn lucky to have you with us.

We are also pleased to welcome a dynamic duo who will serve as co-
Sports Directors -- that means that they will organize the golf tournament
for the Annual Reunion. Dennis Buxton and Joe Hurst have stepped up to
the plate and are already getting arrangements locked down for this year's
tournament. We're glad to have them both working with us. We know they
have been spending lots of time with Jesse Coultrap tapping into his
seventeen years of experience with the tournament. We're confident that
this year's event will be as another success.

I was pleased to represent the FTVA on February 20 at Security Hill
where Brig Gen Paul Lebras assumed command of AIA and the Joint
Information Operations Center (JIOC). Gen Ed Eberhart, CincSpace, was
on hand to participate in the JIOC portion of the ceremony and Lt Gen Tom
Keck, 8th Air Force Commander, was on hand representing Gen Hal
Hornburg, Com commander, Air Combat Command, to officiate for the
AIA turnover. Those of you who were on hand for the reunion a couple of
years ago may remember Brig Gen Lebras who, as the then AIA Vice
Commander, presented the AIA command update after the induction
ceremony for the Hall of Honor inductees. He had rather short notice that
he was to address the group as then AIA Commander Maj Gen John Baker
had a short notice TDY requirement and was not in town for the weekend. 1
believe Gen Lebras impressed everyone in attendance that morning with his
presentation. He is a career intelligence officer who brings much to the
command at a most critical time in the command's history. As General
Eberhart said, "General Lebras is the right man for the right job at the right
time." He also announced that Brig Gen Lebras has been nominated for
promotion to Major General. All in all it was a great day for the command
and the Lebras family, and we have a positive supporter for FTVA in Gen
Lebras.

Plans for this year's reunion are moving right along, and we hope you
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have blocked your calendars for the last weekend in September.
Additionally, several units have scheduled unit reunions in San Antonio to
coincide with the FTVA reunion. While AIA folks remain fully engaged in
"Operation Enduring Freedom," unless there is another major catastrophe
like 9 - 11, command officials see no obstacles to holding the reunion with
the command actively participating. One area that will be different is
security. It is tight. We're working with the command to try arranging
special access procedures for FTVA Reunion participants, especially for
those who do not have base decals on their vehicles. We'll keep you posted
as those arrangements come together. Also, Bill Ballard and the Hall of
Honor committee are looking for nominees for consideration for the Hall of
Honor (see more details later on in this newsletter). Give it some serious
thought and consider nominating someone who you believe meets the high
standards set for the Hall of Honor.

That's about all for now. I hope you have a marvelous Spring. It appears
it wants to arrive, but periodic arctic cold fronts keep showing up, delaying
our change to warmer days and nights. Think sun.

Finally, remember to keep our fighting men and women in your thoughts
and prayers. Remain In Touch.

John Worthington
Individual Development Grant Program

Income tax time has rolled around — again. Now is the time to prepare for
2002 contributions which are tax deductible. And contributions to our
Individual Development Grant Program are fully tax deductible; it is an
IRS 501 (C)(3) organization. But, more importantly, a contribution to our
Fund helps all of us help the folks of AIA to further their ability to
contribute to our nation’s defense. Our fund is healthy, but the ever-
changing market has lowered our return on investment to a point where
additional funding is needed now. Without your help we will not be able to
meet our goal of making grants only from the return on our invested
endowment. Please help in giving our descendents at AIA, who have been
working 24/7 to keep us all free, a leg up on their futures. Send your tax -
deductible contributions to:

USAFSS/ESC Memorial Fun

Attn: Grant Program
P.O. Box 691616

San Antonio, TX 78269-1510

Doug Holden



Hall Of Honor — 2002

This year marks another milestone for your HOH program. We are back
looking at those who were the “best of the best” from any time period. Last
year, if you will recall, we looked through the Decade of the 1980’s for
selections. We sure found them and settled on eight new HOH members.
The results of the 9-11 tragedy caused many schedule changes throughout
the world, and we were not able to honor our new HOH members with an
induction ceremony, normally held in conjunction with our annual meeting.
Those eight are HOH members, but now we need to go back and formally
“induct” them.

In addition, the HOH Selection Committee this year will review HOH
nominations from any time period for our 2002 HOH selections. We have a
few nominations from years past that are still eligible for consideration and
we have a couple of new nominations received since Last year, but to get a
more balanced selection, we need more.

The Committee would like to emphasize that we need more nominations
from the “support” fields. We all contributed to the success of
Our endeavor throughout the years----  maintenance and supply,
communications, administrators, personnel, plans, cops, etc., etc. We have
an obligation to recognize those efforts.

During the HOH ceremony this year we will recognize both those
selected last year and those selected in 2002. We look forward to your
participation in the program with your nominations as well as your
attendance. Those selected for the HOH this year will be announced prior to
our annual meeting and posted on the FTVA website, www.ftva.org.

There is a HOH nomination form at the center of this newsletter. Please
use this format. You can submit the nominations via Email if you desire,
using the same format of the form in this newsletter. But please insure that
the nomination is contained on a single page, front and back, at most!
Nominations should be “hard-hitting;” brief, not verbose, and simply state
why the nominee in your view is the “best of the best.”

In addition, you must be a FTVA member to submit HOH nominees. I
might add that the nominee is not required to be a FTVA member at the
time of nomination. Submissions are welcome from ANY MEMBER--the
Committee gives no weight to who originates or signs the nomination.

Email nominations to billballard@msn.com or to Bob Cope at
rcope6(@earthlink.net. You can snail mail nominations to the FTVA HOH
Selection Committee, PO Box 691616, San Antonio, Texas 78269-1510, or
directly to me at 755 CR 480, Castroville, TX 78009, or Bob Cope at 9100
Tourney, San Antonio, TX 78254-2439. We're available to answer
questions at (830) 985-3304 or (210) 680-9355 but don't make it harder than
it scems! Nominations are due NLT 3 June 2002. To borrow a popular
phrase--- “Let’s roll!”  Sincerely,

William T. Ballard, Chairman, HOH
November 27, 2001




Major General Bruce
A. Wright,
Commander

Air Intelligence
Agency

2 Hall Blvd., Suite
201

San Antonio, TX
78243-7009

Dear General
Wright:

I want to extend our
heartiest
congratulations to you
on your selection for
promotion to
Lieutenant General
and assignment as
Vice Commander, Air
Combat  Command.
The announcement of
your selection is both
good and bad news for
us in San Antonio. We
are happy for your
well-deserved
promotion and
important assignment
but sad that you and
Carrie will be leaving
us for Virginia.

You have had a most
positive impact on the
mission and  the
people in AIA. Your
efforts in establishing
the Air Force
Information Warfare
Center on Security
Hill as the Air Force’s
center of excellence



for Information.
Warfare and
promoting the
development of an
information  security
curriculum at  the
University level
locally will benefit
this community and
the command for
years to come.

Your strong advocacy
for the preservation of
AIA’s heritage and
your continuing
support of the
Freedom Through

Vigilance

Association’s (FTVA)
programs and
activities were

especially meaningful
and appreciated by the
almost 2000 FTVA
members around the
world. We regretted
having to cancel this
year’s FTVA reunion
in light of the events
of September 11 but
understood the
necessity for doing so.
Unfortunately, that
also meant that our
members did not get
to hear you speak at
the Reunion Dinner.
But, as I mentioned to
you at the recent
“Spirit of America”
dinner, we would very



much appreciate you
agreeing to be the
guest speaker at the
2002 FTVA Reunion
Dinner, Saturday,
September 28 at the
Lackland Gateway
Club. We’ll follow up
with your staff at
Langley to get on your
calendar after you’ve
had a chance to settle
in.

Again, heartiest
congratulations.
We’ve enjoyed

working with you and
know you will
continue to be a strong
supporter of AIA and
its mission here in San
Antonio. If there is
anything that we can
do to support you in
your new position,
please let us know. All
best wishes for
continued success and
Godspeed.

Very
respectfully,

John
A.Worthington

President,
Freedom Through

Vigilance Association
USAF MUSEUM



COLD WAR
AIRBORNE RECCE
MEMORIAL

The US Air
Force Museum has
announced plans to
open a Cold War
Annex to the
Aerospace Museum at
Wright-Patterson AFB
in Dayton, Ohio. AIA
and FTVA have been
invited to erect and

dedicate an
appropriate  Airborne
Reconnaissance

memorial during

Opening Ceremonies
in September 2003. A
memorial would be
inscribed in praise of
those valiant AIA and
predecessor Command
men and women who
flew airborne
reconnaissance
missions during the
Cold War. The 55%
Strategic
Reconnaissance Wing
Association and BIG
SAFARI  (Logistics
support to specialized
aircraft) organizations
have stated their intent
to place monuments at
the new annex. The
FTVA  Board s
scoping the size and
costs of an AIA
Memorial and would
value the
membership’s
thoughts along those
lines. Please e-mail
Grover McMakin at



mac@boernenet.com
or Bob Cope at
rcope6@earthlink.com
or mail your
comments to Mac at
117 Village Cove,
Boerne TX 78006 or
Bob at 9100 Tourney,
San  Antonio TX
78254-2439.

Bob Cope, Treasurer
Membership

REMINDER

*x 5k NQTICE***
REMINDER***#*%*
NOTICE

Current
membership is
down
approximately 200
from last year. The
decline is
attributed to the
cancellation of the
reunion last year
where many of our
members
systematically
renew their
membership. It
you have not
renewed your
membership  for
2002 this will by
the last newsletter
you will receive.



EDITOR’S
NISCT ATMER

Please check and
submit your dues
to: FTVA, P.O.
Box 691616, San

Antonio, TX
78269-1510
REMINDER
REMINDER****%*
NOTICE

Information in the
form of letters, notes,
fax, e-mail, or by
phone is accepted as
true and factual. In
order to include as
much information as
possible, some of it
may be edited for
brevity or may be
delayed for later
publication.
Publishing of any
article or notice in
this Newsletter does
not assure accuracy
or endorsement by
the Association or
Agency. //DND//

AIR
FORCE AID
SOCIETY

Michael D. MCGINTY

LTGEN, USAF, reT
CHIEF EXECUTIVE
OFFICER

Freedom Through
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Vigilance Association
7323 Highway 90
West, # 16

San  Antonio, TX
78227

To the Men and
Women of the
Freedom Through
Vigilance Assoc:

On Dbehalf of the
Board of Trustees and
all of us at the Air
Force Aid Society, |
want to personally
thank you for your
generous contribution
to the “September
11th Attack on
America Fund.” As
the Air Force prepares
for and engages in

supporting this
extended war on
terrorism, the

problems the troops
and their families face
increase dramatically.
The Air Force Aid
Society has a proud
59-year history of
helping, and we are
doing so again. Rest
assured that 100% of
your contribution will
be wused to help
alleviate these
problems.



Again, we appreciate
your support, and
more importantly, the
members of

the entire Air Force
family that are helped
will thank you.

((Ed Note: Gen Mcginty wrote the following note on the typed letter: “This is a
wonderful gift & your generosity is truly appreciated!” //Dap))

Newsletter-Dec 2001 Correction
Re: Newsletter-Dec 2001Pages 11 & 16 Benny Horn should read Benny
Hom. SMSgt Ret 9/15/2001//BJ Cook//

Re: Newsletter — Dec 2001 Page 22, FTVA Vigilant Partners Program,
point of contact for program should be: Former Command Senior
Enlisted Advisor, CMSgt (Ret) Okey Warden. His address is: 520
Wayward Pass, Schertz, TX 78154, or e-mail owarden@msn.com
Address Supplements

There will be no Directory Address supplement in this issues, as new
directories will be published in the near future.
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AIA Commander pins on Third Star

At right, Gen. Ralph Eberhart, North American Aerospace Defense Command and U.S
Space Command commander in chief and Air Force Space Command and Department of
defense manager for manned Space Flight Support Operations Commander; at Peterson
AFB, Colo., along with Mrs. Kerri Wright. Pin on the Lieutenant General rank for Bruce
Wright during ceremonies at the Lackland Gateway Club Dec. 5. General Wright was
commander of the Air Intelligence Agency and joint Information Operations Center at
Lackland since February 2000. He and his family leave Lackland this month for Langely
AFB, VA., where he will serve as the Vice commander for Air Combat Command // Source:
Lackland Tailspinner 12/14/01//

General Officer Announcements

Air Force Brig. Gen. Paul J. Lebras has been nominated for the appointment
to the rank of major general. Lebras was previously assigned as the vice-
director for Intelligence, J-2, Joint Staff, and vice director for Intelligence,
Defense Intelligence Agency, Pentagon, Washington, D.C. Lebras is now
en route to his current assignment as commander, Joint Information
Operations Center, U.S. Space Command; commander, Air Intelligence
Agency, Air Combat Command; and deputy commander, 8th Air Force, for
Information Operations, Air Combat Command, San Antonio, Texas.

((Submitted by Bob Cope))

AIA Selects Ambassadors for 2002

12



By Mary Losleben, Air Intelligence Agency, Public Affairs

Staff Sgt. Dawn Simmons and Airman 1% Class Ednerson Joseph
were recently named Air intelligence Agency Ambassadors for 2002.

Sergeant Simmons, an electronic threat analyst with Air Force
Information Warfare center, analyzes foreign communication and electronic
threat systems and capabilities, among other duties. She enlisted in the Air
Force in 1992.

Airman Joseph, an operations flight information manager for 690"

Information Support squadron, enlisted in the Air force in August 2000. He
coordinates, tracks and manages all enlisted performance reports,
decorations, suspenses, leave and temporary duty orders for his flight. He
also manages storage and retrieval of records, and is responsible for
updating squadron web pages as an assigned alternate web master.
AIA ambassadors are in the public eye in San Antonio and the surrounding
community for a full year. They will attend parades and other community
events and will be highly involved during the Fiesta San Antonio
celebration.

Fiesta is San Antonio’s 10-dy long annual celebration honoring the
memory of the heroes of the Alamo and the Battle of San Jacinto, and is
held to celebrate the diverse heritage, culture and spirit of San Antonio.

During Fiesta, they will represent AIA and promote the military as a
great way of life side-by-side with ambassadors representing various
military installations in the San Antonio area.

((Extracts from Lackland Tailspinner, 11 Jan 2002))
VIETNAM VETS

13



Old USAFSS veterans with PCS/TDY Vietnam service, who spent even
minimum time (e.g., Dayl arrival en route to another base, DEROS day or
R&R departure) at Tan Son Nhut AB, just north of Saigon, are invited to
contribute to a book currently being written for early 2003 publication by
members of the Tan Son Nhut Association. If you have reminiscences
you'd like to have formally documented for posterity and/or photos,
clippings, orders, unit patches, maps, etc. your contributions are welcome.
The book will cover the following subject areas:

- Living and working at TSN-Saigon-RVN; daily life.

- On the job experiences (note of caution: any discussion of what may have
been or still is classified - National Security Information needs DoD
and/or USAF pre-publication clearance - an author's responsibility to
obtain).

- Significant mission successes/events/obstacles overcome (the note above
applies)

- Combat action/prep/readiness on or near the base

- Food-drink-entertainment-leisure (note: this will be a G-Rated book)

- Lasting Impressions/Looking Back/Ruminating (your opportunity to
finally document something that gives you pride, makes you smile, or that
you want finally to get unstuck from your craw)

- Souvenirs you still keep around

- Other suggested subjects.

Contributions of any length are welcome, even a single sentence or very
short paragraph for the "Lasting Impressions" section. All contributions
subject to editing; all selected contributors will execute a pre-publication
release.

Send contributions NLT 30 September 02 by snailmail to TSN Editor,
SheffordPress, POB 4053, Crofton MD 21114. Via email to
WCGrayson@earthlink.net (text attachments can be in MSWord 6.0 or
RTF; photos/clippings may be scanned and sent as JPEG). Be sure to ID
any mailed items to be returned.

Bill Grayson

Notre Dame bestows monogram on Boerne Sculptor

Jerry McKenna, (FTVA member) a sculptor from Boerne
TX stands near one of his works for Notre Dame. In June,
he traveled to South Bend, Ind., for a sculpture unveiling
and reunion celebration. After helping unveil his statue of
Blessed Brother Andre Bessette, McKenna was asked to
attend the monogram Club’s annual dinner. McKenna and
five others were awarded honorary monograms. Notre
Dame athletes, managers, trainers and cheerleaders who
make up the group, wear the block ND for participation
varsity sports. The club has awarded honorary monograms
to 177 individuals, including TV host Regis Philbin.
McKenna 63 is known for his sculptures of Notre Dame
football legends such as Knute Rockne, George Gipp and
Frank Leahy. ((Source: David Eggert/SA Express

News))

FALLEN EAGLES
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The Association has learned of the following losses from caring
relatives/friends and/or obituaries. We extend our prayers and sympathy to
their loved ones.

Archie L. Cochran, 41% RSM, USAFSS Vet

James Lee Davis, TSgt (USAF — Ret)

Joe Donnell, 41st RSM/6913 RSM USAFSS Vet

Donald Dunnagan, 41 RSM/6913RSM USAFSS Vet

Robert E. Edmonds, TSgt, USAFSS Vet

Stanley Carroll Edmonson, Capt, USAFSS Vet

Thomas Fallon, USAFSS COMSEC Vet

Peter Garnavich, MSgt, (USAF-Ret)

William Garraway, MSgt, (USAF-Ret)

William s. Garrett, Sr. 2NP Radio Security Sq/COMSEC/USAFSS Vet
Otis H. Harden, 15" RSM USAFSS Vet

Robert Wayne Johnson, TSgt, (AD) 6924"" RSM (USAF)

Terry R. Kemp, TSgt, (USAF-Ret)

Marianne P. King, Daughter of Daniel Dapolito, CMSgt (USAF-Ret)
Jerry Thomas Kiser, CMSgt, (USAF-Ret)

Martin E. Maloney USA, USAF (USAFSS) Vet

John Marks, Maj. Gen. (USAF-Ret)

Gene Monahan, 2" RSM, USAFSS Vet

John F. O’Brien, CWO (USAF-Ret)

Norman Lewis Paul, Col.(USAF-Ret)

James Plummer, MSgt (USAF-Ret)

Mike Preslar, MSgt, (USAF-Ret)

James B. Rives, GS-Civ (Ret), (Amateur Radio Pioneer)

Peter A Stinus, SMSgt, (USAF- Ret)

Carmy Taraborreli, 3rd Radio Scty Sq, COMSEC/USAFSS Vet
Eleanor (Adcock) Turner, Wife of Cliff Turner (USAF-GS-Civ/Ret)

Eleanor (Adcock) Turner, age 81, died peacefully on December 18,
2001 at manor Care nursing Home in San Antonio, TX. She was born on
March 11, 1920 in Houston, LA. She had been married to Cliff Turner
for 62 years. She was a volunteer at Wilford Hall Medical Center for 10
years. Se was a member of Oak hills Presbyterian Church for 3 years.
//Obit//

sk sk sk skeoske sk sk sk sk skeoske sk skeosie sk sk s sk skeosie sk skeosk sk skeoske sk skeosk sk skeoskoske skeoskeosk skeosk sk steoske sk skeosk stk steoskosk skeoskok sleskeokeskokok sk
**% ] just now spoke with Pete's daughter-in-law, Mavis. Pete passed
away this afternoon in Florida. Michael (Pete's son) is in Fla with
Louise. // Jack Roberts// Jack, I accept the sad news about Pete Stinus's
passing with deep sorrow. He and Louise were a great couple, and we'll
all miss him dearly. Here's the brief biosketch that Pete provided me
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about four years ago when I introduced him to the Prop Wash Gang. Peter
A. Stinus (SMS, USAF, retired) -- former Russian linguist & Morse
intercept operator with USAFSS. Assignments included: USMC Morse Op
43-46, Berlin airlift & 3rd AF England 48-49, Keesler (instructor) 51-54,
USAFSS ground sites 54-57, Army Language School/Monterey (Russian
language course) 57-58, NSA 57-60, Rhein-Main 60-65, AFSCC 65-66, 66-
69 Rhein-Main, retiring from AF in Nov 69. NASA contract worker 69-75
with special assignments in Turkey/Spain/Germany/Italy/Switzerland/
Cyprus 76-88. Fully retired 89, living in Rockledge, FL. Born on January 2,
1925, Pete was the eldest member of our Prop Wash Gang. He attended our
PWG gathering at Blob's Park, Severn, MD during the C-130 Memorial
Rededication in Maryland in Sept 1999, the last time I saw him. His son
Michael and wife Louise were with him at that gathering. I first served with
Pete in AFSCC in 1965-66 during a break between his USAFSS airborne
assignments with the 6916th at Rhein-Main. RIP PETE!!! //Larry Tart//
Louise plans to remain in Florida. Her address follows for anyone wishing
to send a card Louise Stinus, 1217 Golden Pond Lane, Rockledge, FL
32955 For those who know her well enough to call, Tel is 407-631-3305.
//Jack Roberts//
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Not long ago I saw in “Remain in Touch” someone was asking about John
O’Brien. They lived by us when we came back from Crete then when we
were in Brindisi they were in Crete. She has been dead for several years.
We had known Jack & Mela for many years. We were in Crete, San
Antonio and Brindisi. Their daughter lived in Anchorage, Alaska when we
were there. So we knew her — I was sorry to read of her death. /Bobbie
Oberdorf// John F. O’Brien, age 87, of San Antonio and a former resident of
Philadelphia, PA, died Wednesday, December 26,2001. Mr. O’Brien was a
retired CWO with the USAF, past president Chapter 1044 AARP and a
member of Moose lodge # 744. /Obit//
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Hello, I am the daughter of Peter Garnavich. You wrote my father on May
17, 2000, in reference to a reunion among the 29th RSM survivors. Please
be informed that my father passed away on December 17th, 2001. Please
remove his name from your list of contacts for the reunion. Peter Garnavich
was 81 years old. He had abdominal aortic aneurysm. His death was sudden
and swift //Patti Sylvia// Don’t have any other details. Pete was a Tech Sgt
trick chief at the 29th RSM in the P1 in 1952. I worked for NSA for 28
years and had a tech rep tour to San Vito in 1963-65 and Pete was there too.
His last USAFSS tour was at NSA and he retired from there too but I don’t
know when. I think he was a M/Sgt when he retired. /Bob Rennick// I was
stationed with Pete in Darmstadt during my tour in Darmstadt (54-57). Pete
was a mission supervisor on one of the flights Last time I saw Pete was
during a TDY to NSA I believe he was a civilian there. That was during the
late 70's. Pete was a good man //Dap//
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Marianne P. King, 48, passed away December 8, 2001 in Houston TX. She
was born May 5, 1953 in Bedford, England to Daniel and Kathleen
D’apolito. Marianne was a veteran of the U.S. Army, serving from 1975 to
1979. //Obit// Marianne died of a hemorrhaging of a Berry aneurysm
unexpectedly. She was a nurse working at St. Luke’s Hospital in Houston.
She grew up in USAFSS and traveled with us in most of our assignments
overseas. She guided Jean and I through all our medical problems. It will be
difficult without her. Thank all of you for your prayers and condolences
during our time of need. //Dan & Jean Dapolito//
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Jerry Thomas Kiser, May 12,1941- November 7, 2001Enlisted in the U. S.
Air Force January 1961,First assignment - HQ 454th Cmbt Apt Gp (SAC),
Columbus AFB, MS, June 15, 1967 stationed at TUSLOG Oct 95
(USAFSS) (Karamursel Air Station, Turkey, July 15,1969 stationed at
PACSCTYGN (Wheeler AFB, Hawaii), August 1972 Security Service
Headquarters (San Antonio, TX) November 1973 Ski Lin Kou Air Station
(Taiwan) November 1975 Langley Air Force Base (VA), 1979-1981
Alconbury AF Base, Alconbury, England, 1981-1984 Security Service
Headquarters (San Antonio, TX), Retired May 1984. CMSgt. //Jim
Youngson// Jerry Thomas Kiser, 60, of Bartlett, TN died November 7th of
liver disease and kidney failure at Baptist Memorial Hospital - Memphis
TN. He was a Retired USAF CMSgt and a Customer Service Manager for
Bank of America (on long term disability). Services were held at Memphis
Funeral Home Germantown Parkway Chapel with burial In Forest Lawn
Cemetery in Greensboro, NC. He was a member of and an usher at Bellevue
Baptist Church. Mr. Kiser, the husband of Mary Marie Kiser, leaves two

sons, Thomas Neil and Darrell Keith. //obit//
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James Lee Davis, TSgt, USAF Retired, age 65, of San Antonio, passed
away Friday, January 11, 2002. He was born October 18, 1936 in
Huron, IN. He grew up in Mitchell, IN where he developed his love of
the outdoors, working at Spring Mill State Park. When he was 17 years
old, he entered the Air Force and dedicated himself to the service of his
country for over 21 years, specializing in Morse Code, then on the
cutting edge of advanced Cryptology. Due to his outstanding
performance, he was requested to manage the NCO club in Misawa,
Japan and quickly turned it into a viable base operation. He was a kind
man often inviting young airmen who were stationed far from home to
share in holiday dinners with his own family. Upon his retirement, he
declined offers from other agencies in order to spend more time with his
family. He began a new life by completing his Bachelor’s degree at
Southwest Texas University, and he sold real estate while working on
his degree. His natural charm and intelligence led him into several sales
positions where he consistently excelled. He most enjoyed owning and
operating his own business in office equipment and supply and after that
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he became a General Contractor where he indulged his love of working
with his hands. //Obit//
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Hello Everyone, The news is sad tonight.  Archie L. Cochran died
yesterday, January 11th. He celebrated his 70th birthday last May.
Bob Yarusso and Dick Scarboro contacted me this evening to pass on
the sad news. Mary Anne, Arch's wife, had given them the news just a
little earlier. Arch died from a massive and totally unexpected heart
attack. There was no indication of a problem until he fell backward
onto the bed, as he was preparing to start the day yesterday morning.
Arch was in such good health that he continued to work part-time for a
heavy equipment company as recently as this week. Most of the people
on the E-mail List will remember Archie Cochran. We remember him
as the chairman of the planning committee for our most recent reunion
of the 41st/6913th RSM and 7011th PerPRON, which was held in
Colorado Springs, Colorado, in September 2000. Bob Yarusso told me
that he believes Archie attended all of the past reunions except for one.
Arch was assigned to the 41st RSM in Bremerhaven from December
1951 until late 1954, when he was separated from the Air Force. Dick
Scarboro told me tonight that he remembers working with Arch in the
Traffic Analysis section of Able Trick in the early 1950's. Dick also
reminisced about how they spent some of their off-duty hours, picking
at their guitars in the barracks. We are all saddened by the loss. We
offer our sincere condolences to Mary Anne. Regards, //Arlen Trapp//
R S R S R S R R R R R R
Dear Friends of mine and friends of Gene (Monohan): I have sad news to
relate to you. Gene died on Christmas afternoon about 2 pm. We had
enjoyed a lovely Christmas Eve and Christmas morning with Wendy and
the grandchildren and a few friends. Came home to change clothes and go
to a different friend's house for dinner. Gene came down with his clothes
changed, sat in his chair and turned on the football game. When I had
finished preparing some food I was going to take to the dinner I said,
"Come on, let's go." He didn't answer or move so I walked around to face
him and realized right away that sometime in the last 15 minutes or so he
had died. Since there was no sound of any kind we believe it must have
embolism or the atria fibrillation maybe just went haywire. Wendy and
Todd came right over and we had a very peaceful time with Gene for about
45 minutes before the coroner's office and funeral home representative
showed up. We feel very fortunate he did not suffer at all. There were so
many health problems that Gene found it difficult to do anything other than
sit in his chair--so his quality of life was not ever going to get any better.
We are having a very short get-together Saturday morning with a viewing
and then Gene's wishes will be respected by having a cremation and (when
the weather gets better) an internment memorial service at Camp Butler
National Cemetery in Springfield, IL. Most of you know Gene came from a
very small town in Illinois called Divernon. If you wish to contribute to a
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memorial fund, either an Alzheimer's Research fund or a donation to the
Divernon Historical Depot fund, attention Donald Becker, 117 E. Brown
St., Divernon, IL 62530 will be appreciated. The old train station there is

being refurbished to be a museum. Bye for now--// Carol Monahan//
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Norman Lewis Paul, colonel, USAF Ret., and Rotary past district
Governor, died on December 1,2001. He was born on May 5, 1927, in
Montclair, New Jersey. In may, 1945, he enlisted in the Navy. After
his discharge, Norman attended and later graduated from the
University of Miami. In 1951, he received his commission as an
officer in the USAF. On January 26, 1952, Norman married Joan
Baker, also of Montclair New Jersey. In 1961, Norman graduated with
Honors from St. Mary’s Law School. During his Air Force career, he
held various positions including Chief Appellate Defense Counsel, HQ
USAF; Senior Judge Court of Military Review; Staff judge Advocate,
Clark AFB, Philippines; and Chief judge of the Far East. In 1975,
Colonel Paul was diagnosed with Kidney cancer. He was reassigned as
Staff judge Advocate USAF Security service and, shortly thereafter,
he was medically retired. Three years later, with the cancer in
remission, he was recalled to active duty and assigned as the STAFF
Judge Advocate at Edwards AFB, California. In 1990, he was again
medically retired. Among other awards, during his career he received
the Legion of Merit with one Oak leaf Cluster, the meritorious Service
medal and AF Commendation Medal. //Obit//

On a sad note, I have just been informed that Tom Fallon passed away very
recently. Tom never joined our group, but served at Brooks and Det 4 in
Germany, so there are a lot of you who probably knew him. //Tony
Lemons//
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Martin E. "Mike" Maloney, a longtime athletics coordinator for Catholic
Youth Organization in Rochester, died March 31, 2001, at Rochester's
Blossom Nursing Home. He was 69. Mr. Maloney was born and raised in
Flushing, N.Y. Mike was an Army veteran of the Korean War, an Air Force
veteran of Vietnam. He was decorated with the Air Medal with 11 Oak Leaf
Clusters, and was a member and past Commander of Liberty Post No. 1098
American Legion. He was the coordinator of CYO Youth Basketball and
Baseball. He joined CYO in 1989, and quickly grew into his role as
athletics coordinator. Though Mr. Maloney had advanced bone and lung
cancer, He literally worked up to the final days. //obits submitted by Mick
Cole// Thanks for tracking down this info on Mike Maloney. I talked to
Mike late last fall, and he was upbeat. He told me he had completed
treatments (both chemo and radiation) for lung cancer and that X-rays and
blood-work currently showed him to be cancer-free. He was looking
forward to joining us for the rededication ceremony in MD in late August.
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During the summer, I attempted to call him again, not knowing of his
passing. RIP MIKE. //Larry Tart//
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I just heard some very sad news. Joe Donnell died of a heart attack at the
age of 66 on February 1, 2001. Jim Young told me the news in a message
he sent today. “A COUPLE DAYS AGO I TRIED TO CALL JOSEPH P.
DONNELL TO TRY TO GET HIM TO AGREE TO COME TO THE NEXT
REUNION. I AM SORRY TO SAY THAT HIS MOTHER ANSWERED
THE PHONE AND INFORMED ME THAT JOSEPH HAD DIED IN
FEBRUARY 2001. PLEASE INFORM EVERYONE ABOUT THIS. HE
WAS ON ABLE TRICK AS A CW OPERATOR FROM APROX1954 TO
1957HE WAS FROM THE CHICAGO AREA.// JAMES C.
YOUNG/Arlen Trapp//
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Received word from Fran Curran (wife of CMSgt Robert J. Curran (Dec)
that James (Jim) Plummer, 202 type, Misawa AB (6989thRSM-
6921stRGM) passed away in 2000. Jim was always an affable &
personable person and was well admired by all. He even made one of the
re-unions and it was indeed nice to see him after all the years of absence //K
(BJ)
Donald D. DUNNAGAN died on May 20, 1999, at the age of 65. The
hometown of Don Dunnagan was Cle Elum, Washington. Sometime in
late 1954 or early 1955, Don Dunnagan arrived in Bremerhaven, after
completing a six-month Russian language-training course. He worked
on Charlie Trick as a voice intercept operator until late 1956. Probably
in September/October 1956, he changed duty stations, transferring
from Bremerhaven to Frankfurt/Rhein-Main. At Rhein-Main, he
completed his tour and his enlistment at Detachment 1 of the 6911th
RSM by flying airborne reconnaissance missions until probably
December 1957. When Don separated from the Air Force, he went
back to his hometown in Washington for a brief stay. His first
objective was to get his college degree. This he did by graduating from
Central Washington with a BA in Russian. When he traveled to
Washington, D.C. to look for job opportunities, he found that there
were few jobs available (many interpreter jobs were filled by native
speakers). So, he returned to college and earned a Masters degree in
Recreation and Russian. During his tours in the Air Force and
throughout his civilian career, Don Dunnagan was renowned for
his play of musical instruments. He played accordion, wind
instruments, and the piano. In Germany, he often donned his
Bavarian hat to play with a few Americans or Germans. Not long
before his death, Don suffered a relatively mild stroke. He was
recovering quite well from the stroke. But, in late April 1999, he
was struck by some kind of aneurysm of the brain. / Arlen
Trapp//
force8@mediaone.net //Tony Lemons //
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Had a phone call from Mary Ellen Taraborreli telling me that Camy
Taraborreli, member of the 3rd Radio Security Squadron died Jan 28, 2002.
Address 1503 Lawrence Rd., Haverton, PA 19083 phone 610-446-1372.
//Tony Lemons//
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I was recently informed that William "Guy" Garraway died on 25 Jan 02
after a lengthy illness. Guy served at Karamursel, Turkey in 1963-64 and at
Danang, Vietnam in late 60's. He was a great traffic analyst (202) and a
great friend. Following his retirement in the early 1970's, he retired to
Jacksonville, FL and lived there for the remainder of his life. I know that he
had many friends throughout the USAFSS. Sincerely, /Malcolm Murff//
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Otis H. Harden Aug. (died) 7th, 2001 in Culpeper, VA. He was a radio
operator in the early years of the 15th RSM 1951-1952. He continued
serving our nation in the CIA until his retirement. Our Sympathy and
condolences to his family. //James Bramwell//
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Regret to announce that MSgt (Ret) Mike Preslar passed on last night in his
sleep. Mike spent 1965 at the 6924th at Danang, RVN, then spent about
seven years at Tan Son Nhut with the 6994th, flying 721 EC-47 combat
missions. He was also assigned to the 6910th, 6990th, and Wright-
Patterson. Mike was a 1985 FTVA Hall of Honor inductee and had been
working for the USPS in Orlando. His wife, Lan, can be reached at: 865
New Hampton Way, Merritt Island FL 329 (407) 452-1342// Bob Cope//
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Bob Edmonds died at his home November 8, 2001 after a ten year illness
from a malignant brain tumor.</DIV> <DIV>He far outlived his life
expectancy when he was diagnosed in December 1991. One of his dreams
was to attend one of the Association conventions. He enjoyed hearing from
people he knew in the Air Force during his illness. The contact was very
meaningful to him.</DIV> <DIV> </DIV> <DIV>I] am attaching his
obituary for whatever part of it would be appropriate for the Newsletter.
Thank you, //Renie Edmonds/ </DIV><XMP></XMP>Robert E.
Edmonds, 69, Topeka attorney, died November 8, 2001 at his home. Mr.
Edmonds practiced law in Topeka from 1961 to 1992. He was a senior
partner of the firm Goodell, Stratton, Edmonds and Palmer, LLP. Mr.
Edmonds served in the United States Air Force from 1950 to 1954, attaining
rank of Technical Sergeant. He served in Texas and Germany and was a life
member of the USAFSS/ESC Association. //Obit//

sk sk sk she sk sk she sk ke she sk sk skeoske sk ste sk st sk sk st ste sk s sk sk st ste sk sk sk sk sk sk sk sk skeoske sk skeoske s sk sk sk sk steosk skeoskoskoskokokoskekoskok skeskok
Terry R. Kemp, resident of Bandera, Texas since 4989 and formerly of San
Antonio, passed away Wednesday, November 21, 2001. He was born in
Paonia, Colorado, and began his 20-year military career in the USAF
Security Service at the age of 18. Shortly thereafter he met his wife (Anne)
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of 47 years and they traveled the world together with their two children.
Upon retiring in San Antonio, Terry embarked on a successful real estate
career owning and opening 5 offices. For the last 7 years he owned Kemp &
associates, an income tax consulting firm. He was the ultimate entrepreneur
and enjoyed many business ventures with his family always by his side.
//Obit submitted by Bobbie Oberdorf//

st st sk sfe sfe sfe sk sk sk sk sk sk sk sk ste sk ste st sk sk sk sk sk sk sk sk sk sk sk sk sk sk st st sk sk sk sk ske sk ske sk sk sk skoskoske stk sk skeoskeoskoskoskoskoskoskoskok

Maj. Gen. John B. Marks, U.S. Air Force Retired, passed away
Tuesday, Feb. 19, 2002 at the Manor at Bluewater Bay after a
prolonged illness. He was born on Dec. 18, 1928 in New Orleans. He
graduated from northwestern Louisiana Institute in 1950with a degree
in electrical engineering. He earned his Master of Science degree in
business administration from the George Washington University in
Washington D.C. in 1954. During his 350f service in the U.S. Air
Force, Gen. Marks held many positions of responsibility in the
Intelligence and Electronic Warfare Communities. He served as Chief
Electronic Warfare Division, US European Command; Deputy Chief
of staff Intelligence, Air Force Systems Command. Commander, Air
Force Systems command Foreign Technology Division, Director of
Intelligence, US Pacific Command, Assistant Chief of Staff
Intelligence, US Air Force; and commander Electronic Security
Command, from which he retired in July 1983. After retirement from
the Air Force he held positions as Voice president Fairchild Watson
Systems Inc. and Loral Data Systems Inc. He and Julene moved from
Virginia to the Bluewater Bay, Niceville, Fla. area in 1994 where he
became active in the local community, including membership in the
Kiwanis, the air Force Association and the Association of Old Crows.
In lieu of flowers, the family asks that donations in John’s memory be made
to Covenant Hospice of northwest Florida or to a charity of choice. //Obit//
Memorial services were held at Christ our Redeemer Church in Niceville
FL. John will be buried at Arlington 13 March. //Mrs. Julene Marks 1718
Lila Berry Lane W Niceville, FL 32578-8240//
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James B. Rives entered into rest November 4, 2001 at the age of 93.
He was born may 14, 1908, in San Angelo TX. He was a retired
communication-electrical engineer. As a young schoolboy in 1919, he
became fascinated with the wonders of wireless communications and
the challenges of the beginning of radio broadcasting. At about the
same time he learned the Morse code and began his favorite hobby of
amateur radio. This allowed him to get hands-on experience and
knowledge of design, construction, testing and operation of antennas
and equipment. He began his long career with US Civil service in
1940.
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His first civil service position was appointment in 1940 to Engineer with the
Radio Intelligence Division of the FCC. After World War II ended, he
worked as civilian assistant to the Director of Engineering for the San
Antonio Region of the Air Force Ground electronics Engineering-
installation Agency located at Kelly AFB. He later completed his career as
Chief of the HQ GEEIA Field Office located at HQ USAF Security Service
on the “hill” at Kelly AFB. His job was to establish liaison and coordination
of GEEIA engineering and installation support for Security Service
worldwide requirements for new C-E facilities. //Obit//

Wounded Eagle -Larry Munns

CMSgt (Ret) Larry Munns, who was the Senior Enlisted Advisor in Europe,
the Pacific and for the Command in the eighties and nineties, is hospitalized
in Charleston following a mild stroke, with renal failure. Chery, Tim and
Amy are with him. Home address for cards is: 3909 Tybre Downs Circle
Little River, SC 29566 -Update 17Jan 02- From (daughter) Chery: Just a
note to tell you what is going on with Larry. He is doing better but still not
out of the woods. They have him on dialysis and still want to look at his
liver. He is on heart medication and it is doing ok. They have moved him
from CTICU to ICU on the ninth floor. Still watching everything but is a
step down. They said he would be here for awhile as it takes time for his
kidneys to heal and we have to see how much and if he will continue
dialysis. I can't begin to tell everyone what their support has been both to
me and Larry. I read the emails to him over and over. Our email address at
home is Imunns@earthlink.net or they can send cards to me for him at
3909 Tybre Downs Little River, SC 29566.  Phone number is (843) 280-
1028

Again thank you for the overwhelming support you all have given us. It has
helped me when I needed it and will continue to be a comfort to Larry.
Remain In touch,

Bob Cope

Donald Reichard — Wounded Eagle

<!-- SAMJLA -->Donald Reichard called me this morning to tell me that
he would be unable to attend the 2nd RSM Reunion in April of this year.
Don said he has had a recurrence of his lung cancer and the doctor does not
give him much longer.....in fact he said that he may not last until our
scheduled reunion. Both he and his wife Bev had planned on attending the
reunion. Don was a member of C-trick while he was at the 2nd RSM. I'm
sure he would appreciate it if you could drop him a note or call him. Here
is his home address, phone number and e-mail address. Donald L Reichard,
204 S. Wright St, Orfordville, WI 53576-9702; Phone - (608) 879-2516; E-
mail - ro71231@ticon.net

Bill Campbell

REUNION INFO
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<-samia —-FTVA 2002 REUNION:

Dates are:

Golf Tournament - September 26

Remembrance Ceremony and Picnic - September 27

Membership Meeting & Hall of Honor Induction - September 28™ (AM)
Dinner/Dance - September 28(PM)

See you in Sept! FTVA Board

Prop Wash Gang Reunion in San Antonio - Sept 26-29

In conjunction with the annual FTVA reunion, the Prop Wash Gang will
hold its 2002 reunion at the Howard Johnson's Oak Hills Medical Center
Motel on Wurzbach Road outside Loop 1-410 on the west side of San
Antonio. All of our command's (USAFSS/ESC/AFIC/AIA) current and
former airborne recon personnel are invited to share in the camaraderie at
our PWG hospitality suite at HOJOs from Thursday, Sept 26 through
Saturday night, 28 Sept. We will have our PWG dinner at the motel on
Thursday night, and those planning to attend the dinner should contact me
for head-count purposes. Please contact Larry Tart at phone 1 814 238-7067
or email LarryTart@aol.com for additional details. To reserve a room at the
motel during the reunion, call HOJOs directly @ 1 800 468-3507 or 1 210
614-9900and identify yourself as part of the Prop Wash Gang to obtain
room reservations at a reduced PWG rate.

Thanks and we'll see y'all in SAT in September

Larry Tart

KIRKNEWTON REUNION

The 6952nd RSM Alumni holds a reunion each two years at a different
location each time. The 2002 reunion will be held in San Antonio 19-21
September 2002. This week was chosen as it is the week before the Hq
reunion and some folks will probably stay over for that event. Complete
information about this reunion can be accessed at web site:
Www.usafss6952ndkirknewton.org  or  contact Jim  Adkinson,
adkj38@aol.com or telephone (210) 509-8444. Thanks in advance,

Jim Adkinson

<!-- SAMIJLA --><DIV align=center>COMBAT APPLE
35TH ANNIVERSARY REUNION
YOU ARE INVITED TO REMEMBER RC-135
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OPERATIONS IN SOUTHEAST ASIA
THE COMBAT APPLE 35th ANNIVERSARY REUNION
WILL BE HELD IN CONJUNCTION WITH THE

AIA/FTVA/PWG REUNION SEPTEMBER 26-29, 2002
Rendezvous at the Howard Johnson Oak Hills Medical Center
7401 Wurzbach Road San Antonio TX 78229
1-800-468-3507 or 1-210-614-9900
Rates:
King Room $62 Double Room [1-4 people] $67 (+16.75% taxes)
Ask for “COMBAT APPLE” & “CAG”
FULL Breakfast Buffet included (including menudo...)
! Complimentary Shuttle Service to/from San Antonio Airport (0700 2200)!
Joint COMBAT APPLE/PWG Welcome Reception Thursday afternoon
Free beer & margaritas!
The 35th Anniversary COMBAT APPLE Grand Banquet will be held Friday
evening! Hospitality Room open from ~Thursday noon - Saturday 1600!
Pool open--rain (Oh, no, not again...) or shine!
Free Parking! Room Service!
An RC-135 Flightline Demo will be requested! MTF!
LOTS OF CAMARADERIE!
The Prop Wash Gang will use the same hotel!
Crawl from Hospitality Room to Hospitality Room.....

Please notify rcope6@earthlink.net (210) 680-9355
Bob Cope 9100 Tourney San Antonio TX 78254-2439

of your intent to attend!

6910TH 50°’sREUNION 2002

Our Reunion Committee has selected the date and site of
Reunion 2002. The second weekend beginning:
Thursday September 12,2002 WELCOMENIGHT
Friday September 13,2002 TOUR DAY
Saturday September 14,2002 TOUR DAY
Sunday  September 15,2002 FAREWELL DAY
Will be in: ashington, DC
Washington DC has plenty of things to see and to do and many
details are yet to be worked out. These details will be published
in future newsletters. For more information contact:
Bill Purser, 304 Valleybrook Drive, Jamestown, N. C. 27282
(336) 454-4004 email: WWPURSER@aol.com
[usafss6910th50s] USAFSS6910TH REUNIONS

I got TWO 6910th reunion letters yesterday! Both of them
are for the same dates in September 2002, and both of them will be in
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Washington!

Of course, one of them is in Washington STATE, and the other in
Washington DC, but that seems a trivial matter, don't you think?
Most of you will know, of course, that the one in Washington State is for
the OLD ORIGINAL 6910th Group, and ours, 6910th50s Group, is in DC,
per Bill Purser’s newsletter.

By all means, make your plans to go to ONE of them! For further info
about the reunion for the original 6910" Group, contact:
Bill Hollis
Phone: 425/823-1560, FAX: 425/823-483, hollis435@msn.com
RAY M. THOMPSON: Editor, USAFSS 6910th-50's Newsletter
HOMEPAGE:
http://members.spree.com/technology/6910thusafss/default.htm

ADVANCE NOTICE BIG SAFARI ASSOC. REUNION 2002

The third Big Safari Reunion is planned for Reno on 12 - 15 June. Current
and former BIG SAFARI ASSOC. members; current and former members
of supporting organizations; past and present operational units; active and
retired associates throughout industry are invited to attend this reunion and

celebration of the 50th Anniversary of the Big Safari Program.
WHEN:  Junel2 thru 15,2002
WHERE: The Silver Legacy Resort Casino, downtown Reno Nevada
CONTACT Mr. John Reynolds Raytheon AIS (903) 4574990
Raytheon AIS Box 6056 CBN 019 Greenville, TX 75403 6056

EVENTS/SCHEDULE:

12 June: Registration;

13 June (AM): Golf Tournament at Genoa Lakes Golf Course

13 June (Afternoon): Lake Tahoe Boat Cruise aboard the M.

S. Dixie II;
14 June: Daytime Tour of Carson and Virginia Cities;
15 June: Big Safari Assoc. Seminar and Gala Banquet.

15" RSM Reunion

There will be a reunion of the 15th RSM on October 7th into October 10th
2002 at the Ocean Drive Beach & Golf Resort in North Myrtle Beach, S.C.
Please contact Joe Setzer at 843-280-5448, Stan Telga at 843-357-1540 or
Dick "Jug" Hatfield at 843-347-3817 for more information. These three
local past members of our unit are acting as coordinators for this the 7th
Annual Reunion of the 15th RSM Association.

Jim Bramwell, Recording Secretary, 15th RSM Association

Karamursel Reunion Group

To: Dan Dapolito - Newsletter Editor - FTVA

From: Dave Bergstrom - FTVA Member

Date: December 6,2001
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On October 7,8 and 9,2001, the second annual reunion of personnel
assigned to the 6933rd RGM (Karamursel Turkey) during 1960-1961 was
held in Myrtle Beach SC. There were 58 people in attendance and included
in that total were 32 attendees who were assigned to the 6933rd RGM
during the years 1960-1961. The three-day event consisted of a cocktail
hour and banquet on Sunday night, a planning meeting on Monday
afternoon, a show at the Carolina Opry on Monday night and a farewell
breakfast on Tuesday morning. Additionally, a hospitality room was open
during the entire event where pictures, copies of orders, and other
memorabilia were displayed and where everyone got together to "talk about
old times". It was a great event and a number of old friendships were re-
established. Plans are being made for a third reunion that is tentatively
scheduled to be held in Myrtle Beach during October 2002.

There were two others in attendance - Bob Bass, who took the photo and Sam
Pool, who unfortunately, is just out of the picture on the left.

On behalf of the entire group, I want to thank the FTVA for the support it
has provided in the past through the publishing of letters concerning the
6933rd in the "Letters & Bytes" section of your quarterly newsletter and for
the announcement of our reunion in the "Reunion Info" section of your June
FTVA Newsletter. Your continuing support for both current and former
members of USAFSS, ESC, AFIC & AIA is commendable.

Dave Bergstrom

6933rd RGM Karamursel Turkey (1959-60)

6950th RGM Chicksands England (1960-61)

History & Memories

3rd RSM
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</><DIV>This is in response to the inquiry posted by Bob Rennick in
the December 2001 Remain in Touch.</DIV> <DIV> </DIV>
<DIV>The 3rd RSM was at EImendorf in 1954. | was a member of
the 3rd - a 20270-1 later cross-trained to a 20250. | was there from
April 1953 until Labor Day 1955. During that period it became the
6981st RSM and, if | recall correctly, actually became a Wing. We
had flights at Adak, Naknek and Gambell.</DIV> <DIV> </DIV>
<DIV>We first were in Quonsets and the old two story wooden
barracks on the main base, with a site at Green Lake recreational
area. We then moved to a three story concrete "earthquake proof"
(har har) building closer to Green Lake.</DIV> <DIV> </DIV>
<DIV>There was another USAFSS organization on post (don't
remember the designator) but | know of nothing in a "state prison" or
any kind of prison at that time. Remember that Alaska was still a
territory in 1954; it became a state in 1960.</DIV> <DIV> </DIV>
<DIV>I'd really enjoy talking to anyone from the 3rd during those
dates.</DIV> <DIV> </DIV> <DIV>Forrest E. St. Aubin</DIV>
<DIV> </DIV>

<DIV>PS: Left there as a S/Sgt. Later commissioned in the Medical
Service Corps, Army Reserve, and retired as a Lieutenant Colonel in
1985.</DIV><XMP></XMP>

3rd RSM

Dan,

Please advise Bob Rennick that the 3rd RSM was located in the local prison
at Elmendorf from the date of its activation (circa 1951 or 1952) until it was
moved to a new building at Greenlake on the outskirts of Elmendorf in
1955, when about that time it was redesignated as the 6981st Radio Group
Mobile.

I was the Commander of the unit from Jan 1953 until Jan 1956 at which
time I retired to HQ USAFSS at Kelly. Warm regards,

John E. Morrison, Jr., Maj Gen USAF (Ret)

March AFB
Hi Dan!
I am writing in response to the inquiry by David Granger. I was stationed at
March Air Force Base from Feb 1954 to September 1955. There was only
one Security Service at March and we were on the hill above the base near
the Cemetery and the Rifle Range. I have never heard from anyone who
was there during that time.
In reference to the Alaska RSM. I was at Elmendorf for a few days and
then assigned to Nome Field. 1 arrived at Elmendorf on the 23rd of
December (Merry Christmas) 1952 and assigned to Nome Field on New
Years Eve. It was quite a ride since the four of us who went spent
considerable time at the NCO club New Years Eve. One guy got pretty sick
flying up on the Gooney Bird. We left Nome in June and went to St.
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Lawrence Island until December 1953. The RSM in Elmendorf was the 3rd
RDM and those of us in Nome were Detachment 2 of the 3rd RSM.

I hope this sheds some light on the questions. If anyone was in Alaska or at
March AFB during the times mentioned, I would like to hear from them
Happy New Year!

Pastor Frank

S/SGT-USAFSS 1951-1955

((Ed Note: Above references can be found in the Sept/Dec issues of
FTVA newsletter. //Dap))

6983 RSM
3 Hemlock Terrace Way
Ocala, FL, 34472-6291
September 25, 2001
Dear Dan,

The letter from David Granger in the September issue of “Remain in
Touch” rang some bells in the old memory banks, for I was a member of the
6983 Radio Squadron, Mobile in the 1956-1957 time frame. 1 will try to
pass along the few facts that I can remember after nearly half a century.

In 1956, I was a 202X0 instructor at the USAFSS tech school. A
decision was made to relocate the school from Kelly AFB to March AFB,
CA. Accordingly, in October of that year I was transferred from the 6966
Technical Training Squadron to the 6983 RSM, which at the time was
busily engaged in performing the mission to which David alluded in his
letter.

The upper floor of the two story compound building was occupied by
the communications operations of the squadron and we set up the school on
the lower floor. As well as AF personnel, we trained some US Navy
communications technicians, graduates of the naval radio operator school at
Imperial Beach, CA. Some of our operations airmen were involved in the
formation of a “contingency unit’, a self —contained organization which
could be airlifted almost anywhere in the world to perform the USAFSS
mission.

As was common on SAC bases, baseball style caps were authorized for
optional wear with our fatigues. Ours were royal blue with the USAFSS
patch in lieu of a squadron insignia or name. Gradually the original mission
of the 6983 was phased out and fewer and fewer operations personnel
were to be found.

At about the same time (May or June of 1957), I was reassigned from
the school to the operations area, and the outfit’s name was changed from
the 6983 RSM to the 6940 Technical Training Group. With no real work
to perform, the last of us operations personnel wound up pulling “guard
duty” shifts on the nearly empty second floor. In the summer of 1957 (I
believe it was in August), I was sent back to command HQ at Kelly AFB.
The 6983 RSM had ceased to exist!
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Dan, by the way, I could not help but note that your memory of the
Squadron designation of 694X agrees very well with mine of the 6940t
TTG. By means of a copy of this letter, I am forwarding this info to David
Granger in NC

Sincerely
Jack E. Diamond

[usafss6910th50s] Honor guard photo

<IDOCTYPE><!-- SAMJLA --><IDOCTYPE HTML PUBLIC "-
//IW3C//IDTD HTML 4.0 Transitional//EN"></><DIV>In July of 1953, Lt.
Gen. Canine visited Landsberg, arriving on a C-47.[1 don't remember his
connection with the 6910th, if any] I was selected to participate in an honor
guard. This is a photo I received along with a letter of appreciation signed
by Maj. Lammie. I only remember a few of the participants. On the left,
front to back, is Ted Jakubowski, me, and the fifth is possibly Rex Cook.
On the right is Bill Hinton, and the fifth is possibly Bill Harmon. Of the rest
I can't associate a name with a face. Maybe some of you can.</DIV>
<DIV>

Roy Motz
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motz@valleyip.net
Ear on the Vietnam War
Securing USAF Tactical Air Communications
By William C. Grayson CSSP, OCP
[© SheffordPress. All rights reserved. Reprinted with permission. The
opinions of the author do not necessarily represent the Department of
Defense or other government agencies].

Introductory Note: One of the costly lessons learned during the Vietnam War led the
Air Force to broadly apply automated security to its tactical communications. Today,
cryptography is routinely specified for new USAF communications systems. The old
Air Force Security Service was instrumental in leading this advance, a critical force
multiplier contributing to astounding air supremacy in the Gulf War, the Balkans and

Afghanistan.

n late 1965, I was an Air Force Captain assigned to the National Security
Agency at Fort Meade as a Cryptologic Staff Officer. At the time, I was
chief of a special Research Section, responsible for term (as differentiated
from immediate) intelligence analysis and reporting of a very high priority
foreign target. The work was narrowly specialized and I was the only
USAF member assigned in the all-civilian branch to which my section was
assigned. When my assignment to Detachment 5, 6922 Security Wing of
the old USAF Security Service arrived that fall, my civilian NSA managers
sought to have my assignment there extended but I was already completing
a 4" year extension and HQ USAF non-concurred. It took two full days to
debrief me from all the special security accesses I held.

In July 1966, I reported to Tan Son Nhut AB as commander of a 40-man
detachment, working within the special security compound next to the 7%
Air Force Headquarters building. Like me, all the troops in the detachment
had been drawn from foreign intelligence assignments around the world and
brought with them to Tan Son Nhut a wealth of detailed but useless
information about various foreign air forces. Useless because Det 5 was a
Communications Security (COMSEC) unit with a mission of intercepting
and analyzing USAF communications for insecurities. Basically, the
“insecurities” we listened for were compromises of classified information
which, in a combat environment, could get people killed.

During the Vietnam era, the USAF had no specific technical training
program for COMSEC analysts and staffed its COMSEC units with
intelligence officers and airmen, who both collected and analyzed the
intercepted traffic. My own background, at the time, consisted of eight
years of USAF service, including an intensive training course in radio
traffic analysis, three years in the UK as a flight commander at RAF
Chicksands, and the NSA assignment. Among the detachment staff, the
combined knowledge of our own Air Force was sparse. Although the
analysts were suddenly assigned to “an English language problem,” which
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should have simplified their task, we struggled with such basics as major
USAF command structures and subordinations; aircraft types and variants,
USAF tactical weapons, security classification policy, and — most
importantly — elementary communications infrastructure and the tactical air
command and control process.

Maximizing the complexity of our situation was our lonely uniqueness: we
were a detachment of a wing in the Philippines, which had no COMSEC
mission, and reported operationally to HQ of the Pacific Security Region in
Hawaii. Not only were we basically on our own in a combat zone, our
“security violation” reporting mission led vast numbers of USAF people to
see us as another “enemy.” Not as bad an enemy as the VC/North
Vietnamese, but bad enough to be denied important information and support
needed for dealing with Air Force COMSEC issues throughout South
Vietnam.

Our “trained-for-the-wrong-war” status put us into many difficult situations
— some comical and some highly stressful. I recall a team of analysts —
having put their intelligence backgrounds behind them and trying to think in
a USAF context - looking for a map location, “Phan Song” not realizing
they had intercepted a friendly reference to a heavy radar supplied to the
North Vietnamese by the USSR and catalogued as “FAN SONG” by
NATO. The only part of my job — and a very small part - that [ was
immediately comfortable with was collecting information on the enemy
SIGINT threat to 7™ Air Force and briefing it to all the tactical units I could
reach. (During the year I spent in-country, I briefed movie theaters full of
troops at every base in South Vietnam at least once; a total audience of over
5000). US and South Vietnamese ground units had captured and turned-in
many enemy documents containing USAF radio frequencies, callsigns and
key fragments of intercepted voice traffic. News of the reality of this threat
confirmed a listening enemy and was the most effective imperative of the
COMSEC detachment’s security message.

I will always remember my own most stressful event as a defining moment
in my maturation. It occurred less than a month after my arrival in-country,
while every aspect of life there was still very much a confusing blur. I took
a phone call from the HQ 7™ Air Force Command Section, requesting that I
come over to see the Chief of Staff, Brigadier General Franklin A. Nichols,
right away. The only rationale our Detachment First Sergeant could come
up with on such short notice, was that we must have been reported for
having “acquired’ a refrigerator destined for a neighboring unit. While our
detachment analysts didn’t know much about the US Air Force, they did
know the sound of opportunity knocking and had a refrigerator down off a
truck and hidden in one of our hootches while the driver was momentarily
in the billeting office asking for the intended recipients. So I went over to
General Nichols’ office ready to plead ignorance and promise immediate
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cooperation in returning the misdirected refrigerator. But that’s not what he
wanted to talk about.

The general’s aide took me in and I introduced myself. The Chief of Staff
cut right to the chase. It seemed that the Operations Plan for 7" AF’s newly
organized Tactical Ops Control Center (TOCC) had been reviewed at
Headquarters of the US Military Assistance Command, Vietham (MACV)
and a reviewer found a lack of meaningful COMSEC detail in Annex K, the
Communications Annex. The comments that had come back to 7" AF from
MACYV suggested that an implementable plan was needed to prevent the
compromise of classified target and strike planning information being
communicated among the TOCC, fighter wing operations, airborne Forward
Air Controllers and aircrews aloft. General Nichols was hoping I could
help. Thinking fast on my feet, I supposed that the detachment’s senior
NCOs would know what to do and so told the general I could handle it.
“Good,” he said. “Why don’t you sit over there and write it up?” he
suggested, gesturing to a table and chair in a corner of his office. He
immediately returned his attention to a pile of papers in front of him,
signaling clearly that he and I were through talking.

Seated at the corner table, I remember the grip of panic as I tried to think of
a way to explain — in terms the general would understand — that all my
USAF experience was in other disciplines and that I knew very little of
USAF COMSEC. Fortunately, I quickly recognized that as a path leading
to a steep cliff and my mind cleared. Apparently, the general knew even
less about the subject than I did and, I told myself, I really did know
something I could use. Borrowing from earlier experience with someone
else’s tactical air force, I decided in real time that 7" Air Force needed to
encode radio communications containing pre-strike details, such as target
coordinates and time-over-target, with a manual code, if the time of
transmission was earlier than an hour before time-over-target. My choice of
an hour was completely arbitrary and based on nothing I knew to support it.

I wrote out the whole concept in three paragraphs with a #2 pencil on
yellow paper. After reading it through a couple of times, it made sense to
me so I walked it over to General Nichols’ desk. He looked up and I
handed him the draft, saying something like, “General, here’s what I think
we need to do.” The general looked at the paper, skimmed my very best
penmanship in just a few seconds, and thanked me without asking any
questions. I was as anxious to be out of his office as he obviously was to
get back to whatever he was working on so I saluted and left. Walking back
to our secure compound, I realized I had no carbon copy (remember carbon
paper?) or photocopy and had no idea where my yellow paper was headed.
(Later that day, when I called the general’s aide, I was advised the draft had
already been typed and would go down to MACV in downtown Saigon in
the next pouch).
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But before I made that phone call, I totally horrified the detachment’s senior
NCOs by what I had done. However, feeling operationally confident for the
first time since setting foot in Vietnam, I called my Ops boss in Hawaii.
Having had little more experience with USAF operations than I did, he
really didn’t understand what I was talking about but suggested
authoritatively that I should have first called for back-up. He said I would
receive a message ASAP with detailed instructions. My next call was to my
principal customer, the COMSEC Officer of the 1964"™ Communications
Group, which provided 7" AF’s communications support. The COMSEC
Officer, a first lieutenant with about two years’ experience in teletype
maintenance, also didn’t know what I was talking about and seemed
unfazed.

Several things clicked into place quickly in the next few days. My expected
message from Hawaii arrived, dryly specifying the manual code appropriate
for 7" AF’s use and advised how it should be acquired. Next I had a very
friendly phone call from the MACV COMSEC Officer in Saigon, who
spoke to me as though he and I were in the same club. It was he who had
rejected the TOCC’s original draft. My handwritten draft had been typed,
sent downtown, and retyped as three paragraphs of the Operations Plan,
Annex K. When I later saw a copy of the signed-off plan, it was my first
look at it in its intended context. No one had changed a word of my original
draft except for adding the designator of the prescribed manual code.

With a head now two hat sizes bigger than before my encounter with the
Chief of Staff, I went to see the TOCC Director and discussed the practical
application of the “code” provisions of Annex K. We were in agreement
that all pre-strike radio communications that disclosed both target location
and time-over-target would be encoded if the transmission was to be made
earlier than 60 minutes before bombs on target. We further agreed that
there were flying safety implications of tactical aircrews trying to deal with
the mechanics of decoding in the cockpit so TOCC controllers would wait
till the planned strike was 59 minutes away before making air-to-ground
transmissions. Pre-strike transmissions to distant ground controllers at the
various deployed fighter wings, however, were to be encoded, if they met
the early tasking criteria.

Distribution of the codebooks to the field took almost a month and were
naturally met with stiff resistance by assigned users. We monitored
numerous phone calls between the TOCC and fighter wing operations in
which our COMSEC detachment was confirmed as “an enemy.” We also
heard the TOCC stand its ground, however, and since the pre-strike orders
came from Headquarters, the fighter wings had no option but to comply.
The brief training period was scary with our intercepted communications
revealing significant levels of confusion, error and frustration. On the
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scheduled code D-Day, however, the secure targeting communications
scheme went operational.

It was immediately obvious from our communications intercepts that the
TOCC controllers were delaying release of all the pre-strike messages till
minus 59 minutes. In the first week, not a single coded message was heard.
As the delaying tactic became clearly recognized as sabotage, deep
disappointment set in as we had gotten Saigon, Hawaii and Washington
excited by the coming proposed great leap in tactical COMSEC. In the
second week, however, we had an opportune break: we intercepted a pre-
strike message released at minus 70 minutes; somebody in the TOCC had
screwed-up. We wrote that one up as a Transmission Security Analysis
Report and sent it to a long list of addressees at IMMEDIATE precedence.

I personally walked the TSAR over to the Director of the TOCC and we had
an unhappy discussion in which I revealed my disappointment at listening
to his controllers circumvent the process. I asked the director if it might not
be a good idea to bring the subject up with the Chief of Staff but he didn’t
think that was at all a good idea and said he’d redirect the controllers,
making sure they knew the Security Service was listening. Over the next
few days, we monitored a good effort among various controllers. Day by
day, the number of encoded messages rose and increases in proficiency
were obvious. There were still some confusion and some errors, including a
pretty bad one that was blamed (although not confirmed) for a friendly fire
incident that I feel guilty about to this day. But between Thanksgiving and
Christmas 1966, a captured hand-written document came in from a
destroyed enemy position that listed the frequency and callsigns of a Da
Nang fighter squadron, followed by codegroups carefully transcribed by an
enemy intercept operator in the phonetic alphabet he had heard.

By the early part of 1967, the use of the code was routine. Very likely,
controllers newly arrived in-country were told during first-day orientation
that using the code was part of the job and so presented less resistance.
Nevertheless, we still issued occasional TSARs. The high point of my
Vietnam tour came in February, just days before my 30" birthday. A target
and bombs on target time were revealed in a plaintext message almost two
hours in advance. The TOCC’s response to our TSAR noted that the tasked
squadron at Phan Rang AB had already rejected the mission because of the
compromise. From then forward, the TOCC self-policed itself by either
canceling or rescheduling prematurely disclosed strikes.

Detachment 5, 6922™ Security Wing won an Air Force Outstanding Unit
Award for 1967.

Letters & Bytes
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Greetings!

<IDOCTYPE><!-- SAMJLA --><IDOCTYPE HTML PUBLIC "-
//I\W3C//DTD HTML 4.0 Transitional//EN"></><DIV>Hi Duke!</DIV>
<DIV> </DIV> <DIV>Just received the Dec 2001 issue of the FTVA
Newsletter and as usual, you guys are doing a marvelous job. Sure hope you
are getting all the credit you deserve for it does appear to me that it must be
a time consuming job beyond description! Good work my friend! And in
every issue, you can see how many people write in to tell you how much
they appreciate the effort. I second the motion! Keep it going.....</DIV>
<DIV> </DIV> <DIV>As usual, I read the latest issue from cover to cover
and I have a couple of comments to make. The first one is a request: please
tell Helen, the gal who is managing the Misawa web site, that I wanted to
contact her but when I tried to access the site, I couldn't do so because I
don't have Netscape.exe on this computer. Will try to fix that problem as
soon as I can. Of course if you have her email address, just shoot it to me
and I'll fire off an email to her. Thanks OM....</DIV> <DIV> </DIV>
<DIV>Next, | was very saddened to read about Benny Hom. The issue
talked about Bobby Gee and Benny and of course I knew them both from
Taipei but Benny and I went back to 1RSM at Johnson in 1950 when he
was a MSgt. Benny and I were old drinking buddies and we polished off
many a jug of Old Crow, I think was his poison he enjoyed. Whenever he
got the first drink of the evening, he'd pull out a cigar, unwrap it and stir the
drink with the end he was going to stick in his mouth. This ritual was
everytime, not just once in awhile. He was from San Francisco Chinatown
and he had stories about the Tong Society of many years ago in that city. In
WWII, I believe he was a 1/Lt or Capt, flying birds down to South America,
something along the lines that Matt Matheny used to do. When I met him in
1RSM, Johnson AB, he was the Personnel Sgt Major. I never knew he was
ticklish until one time he went on a TDY to Ashiya where the 15th was
located and one evening, there at the NCO Club or at another club in the
area, he and some of his buddies arrived at the club door and just as Benny
was reaching for the door handle, someone goosed him and he instinctively
jumped straight ahead and through the plate glass! When he left the hospital
after being treated, he had 32 stitches on his face or so the report went that
came back to me. He was in the next NCO room in the NCO barracks at
1RSM and one night he came into the room to get me to go to the club. He
found me sicker'n a dog with a very bad cold. He took off and when he
came back, he had a tray with hot water, lemon slices, a large glass and a
bottle of Old Crow from his room. He introduced me to the Hot Toddy
Remedy ala Benny Hom! And it worked! The next day I felt much better
and within 48 hours, I was back on my feet! We had many good memories
we shared together and had some great times kicking back and enjoying
life. He was a Good Man! Cheers Benny!</DIV> <DIV> </DIV>
<DIV>Okay Dap, that's it for this time. You may not know it, but this past
year | made arrangements with Pittenger to go to my first reunion and we
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were going to stay at Pitt's place. Well, you know the rest. I'll get there yet!
Around here somewhere I thought I had saved an issue of FTVA that had
email addresses in it; wanted to send something to Lou Rocha. When you
see him next or contact him, please give him my best regards and if I find
that issue, I'll send him an email. </DIV><DIV> </DIV> <DIV>Happy
Holidays Duke to you and yours! Enjoy and make it a safe one. I'm moving
right along but I have a little hitch in my giddyup that causes me to pause
from time to time. Other than that, pour me another scotch!</DIV> <DIV>
</DIV> <DIV>Ciao Amigo!</DIV> <DIV> </DIV> <DIV>Ben &
Pem</DIV><XMP></XMP> (Candelelaria)

Answer To Ben’s Request NR 1
Dear Dan and Ben

I am sending both of you this message because I think it might clear up
some questions about the Misawa web-site at MyFamily.com

I have a project that was started in Sept 2000 to: Locate and reconnect
people who served in the USAFSS in Misawa, Japan. This covers 1952 -
2002 and there are around 625 people located so far. It is an ACTIVE
search to find folks who were remembered as being there, whose names
appear on orders, etc. The site I administer is with MyFamily.com and is a
members only site.

It was opened because I needed some way to manage the names, pictures,
data and comments that were coming in through my e-mail. All you need to
qualify for membership is a tour of duty in Misawa, Japan. I am also very
happy to give guest privileges to any other USAFSS person who is looking
for people who served at another unit. Security Service is a tightly knit
group and our paths crossed around the world.

We have what can be considered a ‘"gateway" site at
www.misawajapan.com. This is a "public" site and open to anyone who is
cruising around the Internet. Lee Martin (the web-master of that site), has
incorporated my search list with the site and made it possible for people to
link to me. I then get the particulars of their tour, address and phone number
and enter them for membership on the site.

So, Ben that is why you can't just go on the site! Send me a personal e-
mail with your info and I will be happy to get your user name and password
to you.

Dan, if you or any of the managers at FTVA would like access to the data
base, please contact me and I will get you a guest membership. FTVA has
been a valuable tool in the search. I was sorry the activities in San Antonio
had been cancelled last year and look forward to September this year and
getting the full impact of the meeting. I look forward to hearing from both
of you.

Helen J. Henderson
St. Augustine FL
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Web-Site for Misawa, Japan

<IDOCTYPE><!-- SAMJLA --><!DOCTYPE HTML PUBLIC "-
//IW3C//DTD HTML 4.0 Transitional/EN"></><DIV>
<DIV></DIV><DIV>Hi, Guys,</DIV> <DIV> Well, it has been a little
over a year since | first heard about FTVA and accessed your web-site to
see if people, who had served in Misawa, Japan, were on your list. OH
YEAH, lots of them were! </DIV><DIV> Up until Nov 16, 2001, I was
running the search project through my Hotmail e-mail account. Well, I
maxed out the allowed number of addresses, was limited to sending out
messages to batches of 50 people at a time, was losing people as fast as [
"found" them and had ceased to have fun with the whole thing.</DIV>
<DIV> In September, I was in San Antonio and was privileged to attend
the reunion activities of the 6924th Heritage Association. This was one of
the most intense experiences of my life.. and ranks right up there with the
births of my children. (Ask your wives what I mean!) I met Mike "Gil"
Gilkerson who extended to me "Guest" privileges on their web-site. After
several visits to the My Family site, it occurred to me that we needed
something like this as a management tool for the Misawa group(s): Ist
RSM, 6989th, 6921st Security Wing, 6920th Security Group, 6920th ESG,
etc.</DIV> <DIV> In the wee hours of the morning of Nov 16, 2001, we
became a web-site and I was busy entering 500 names and e-mail addresses
for membership to the site. WHO KNEW? We have people submitting
pictures from 1952 tents in the snow to 1989 high rise apartments. Pictures
of the way we were and pictures of the way we look now. Topics of
conversation ranging from the proposed Cold War medal, to recipes for
sashimi, to AP Alley and the relative merits of the bars, to baseball teams,
Operation Eyesight and just about every aspect of our tours in Japan. It is
truly awesome the amount of information and history that is coming
out.</DIV> <DIV> The reason I am writing to you is to ask if you will put
out the following news item in the next available FTVA newsletter:</DIV>
<DIV> </DIV> <DIV>Anyone who served in Misawa, Japan, from 1952 to
the present day is encouraged to notify Helen Johns Henderson at
etayad9@hotmail.com and get signed up with the USAFSS in Misawa,
Japan web-site. It is a MyFamily.com site and requires membership to
access it. There is no charge for the membership but Helen would like for
you to include: your name, phone number, mailing address, dates in
Misawa, flight (if applicable), unit and AFSC (job you did.) Web-site
administrators from other units, historians and researchers are also invited
to contact Helen about access to the site. With over 535 members on site, it
is quite a lively group with a wealth of memories being shared.</DIV>
<DIV> </DIV> <DIV> [ have also renewed my membership to FTVA for
the coming year. Hope that we will have an opportunity to meet next
September in San Antonio for the annual picnic and doings. As I contact
more and more former Security Service people, I am struck by the tight
bonds formed by this group, even in those of us who served only one
enlistment. It is unique to our "branch" of the AF and to be
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cherished.</DIV> <DIV> Thanks so much for the service you provide,
Helen Johns Henderson</DIV> <DIV>

25 Miruela Ave St., Augustine FL 32080,</DIV> <DIV> (904) 829-9235
</DIV> <DIV>

Hi 10/16/01

Seems like we get things a bit later here in cool Alaska. Just got my
September 2001 issue. As always I enjoy reading the newsletter. Even tho I
was Teletype, I still have many good friends from the old days of USAFSS.
Tell Dap hi from another old Zwiebruckener.

Harold Fencl

Peshawar Bandits
Dear Dan,

Thanks for publishing the info about our 6937th info collection efforts. I
have gotten a number of contacts as a direct result of the FTVA newsletter
article. It has been suggested that, over the years, there may have been
various articles about the 6937th and Peshawar Air Station published in the
newsletter. Is there an effective method of searching the newsletters
electronically? 1 suspect the newsletter has been around longer than the
methods for searching, but I thought I would ask, anyway. BTW, in case
you haven't heard, the web site that Gray Rutledge and I are working on has
been published. The URL is: http://members.home.net/6937th/

The site includes a site roster of almost 800 PAS vets, including USAF
and US Army members and even a few Pakistanis.

I have found that copies of old orders are the best source of info about
people and dates of assignments. A number of folks have provided orders
that were very interesting and provided a significant number of names more
than they could recall from memory. One order in particular was interesting
because it reassigned a bunch of AFSCs from 292x1 to 294x0. From this it
seems that there had been a change in the AFSC definitions and the 294x0
AFSC was created in the process. I don't recall anyone ever mentioning
that before. I suppose it would be interesting to trace the various intel and
intercept AFSCs from 1949 to the present just to make a record of the
AFSC changes that have impacted those areas.

If you get to the web site, check the history area. You should find a short
introduction to the PAS history I have been drafting. I can adapt that intro
for a newsletter article if you feel it is worthwhile.

Milton Fulghum

To Sgt Nelson Barr

<!-- SAMJLA --></><DIV>Sgt Barr:</DIV> <DIV> </DIV> <DIV>
You don't know me, as I was not under your supervision. But, there was a
Msgt Nelson Barr that was the Mission Sup of D Flight, I believe in
Pakistan at the 37th in the early 60's.</DIV> <DIV> </DIV> <DIV>I was
on C flight,</DIV> <DIV> </DIV><DIV>But, to make a long story short,
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the reason I'm writing is to mention to you that for the last 25 years we have
been having a small get together once every three years at various places
around the country------ and, a good many of the group were on D Flight
under this Msgt Nelson Barr,</DIV> <DIV>  If you are in fact, this same
gentleman, then you might be interested in knowing that you have been
highly talked about.</DIV> <DIV> </DIV> <DIV>  In fact, we just met
here at my place in SW Missouri year before last. Again, if I have the right
Sgt Barr, then I would be glad to send you a copy of the last group photo
with the guys named. You may have a memory of some of them. Even after
nearly 40 years, this Sgt Barr gets a lot of high praises at every
reunion.</DIV> <DIV> </DIV> <DIV>Would surely like to hear from
you,</DIV> <DIV> </DIV> <DIV>With Kind Regards,</DIV> <DIV>
</DIV><DIV>Farrell McCallister, "mac"</DIV> <DIV> </DIV>
<DIV>417-670-6055</DIV>  <DIV> </DIV>  <DIV>fdmac@mo-
net.com</DIV> <DIV> </DIV><XMP></XMP>

Attn: Charley Sexton

<!-- SAMJLA --></><DIV>Charley- I just came across this site and
haven't looked at it all but remember you! I was at 6921 same time same
trick but Super 3- (remember "Chicken Wing" "Drayton" SSgt Woods/Burt
etc) I was the guy that "went crazy" and got into a fight with a guy named
Anderson? He beat the hell out of me ended up in the hospital with black
eyes etc etc etc Everyone on the hill knew I was crazy! But survived that
best friend was Hal Sides (super 4?) Am now working for the Army in
Korea but hope to xfer to VA in Hawaii soon- After "1st Radio" I went to
Det 1 6994 (airborne x1) in Nha Trang got medically grounded went to
Ramusan station outside Udorn and then got out in 68 Ah, AP alley- the
fire etc best way to reach me is raisanenp@hotmail.com - am sending this
through my army email. Working here as a Counseling Psychologist- your
msg brought up a lot of memories - patches remember our "MTD most
treacherous dog" patch? Did chicken wing design that?

Phil Raisanen

Charlie Clopper Letter
Dear friends and loved ones,

Well, as Yogi Berra would say, “It’s de’ja vu all over again!” Based on
the events of 9/11, I’m back in Saudi Arabia again. I came over on 29 Sep
for, as I was tasked the last time, 165 days. If that runs it course, I hope to
be back home in the middle of March. Here’s hoping that we’re successful
in our endeavors and complete the mission in a more timely fashion. This
time, I am stationed at Prince Sultan Air Base (PSAB); a Saudi Arabian Air
Base located about 60 miles south of Riyadh, where I was previously
stationed. This place is much more austere than was Eskan Village. It’s
been said, “This might not be the end of the earth, but you can see it from
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here!” PSAB is a huge base, it takes me approximately a half-hour to
commute 12 miles from the Coalition Complex, where I live, to work—and
I never leave the base.

I had intended to be on retirement leave right now and to retire the end of
December. Obviously, events have necessitated that I postpone that. I’'m
still looking forward to retirement, however, and intend to retire soon after [
return to the U.S. As a matter of fact, while I was back after my last
deployment, I managed to buy some “retirement toys.” I bought a 2000
Ford Super Duty diesel pickup and a 23-1/2 foot fifth wheel travel trailer.
Both are now m storage awaiting my return from this session, Merry
Christmas and Happy New Year to all of you!

Charlie Clopper

E-mail Address

<IDOCTYPE><!-- SAMJLA --><IDOCTYPE HTML PUBLIC "-
//IW3C//IDTD HTML 4.0 Transitional//EN"></><DIV>Hi, | am Jack
Heneka of Carolina Shores, NC. | was station with the 41st RSM
and later with the 6900th Security Wing, a long time ago.
</DIV><DIV>| have many pictures of my time in both ouffits. | know
my </DIV><DIV>kids would not want them, so | thought | would send
them to you or someone that would have an interest in them.</DIV>
<DIV>| was reading the FTVA Newsletter and saw the name of
General H.H. Bassett, who was the Commander of USAFSS when |
was in San Antonio. | have a picture of him at RIMAFB in 1955,
while he was on an inspection tour of German USAFSS Wing and
RSM's.</DIV> <DIV>Tell me where to send them or a person | might
contact.</DIV> <DIV> </DIV> <DIV> </DIV>

<DIV>John (Jack) Heneka,</DIV> <DIV>5 Bayberry Circle</DIV>
<DIV>Carolina Shores, NC 28467</DIV> <DIV>(910) 575
2293</DIV> <DIV>mh5@mindspring.com</DIV> <DIV> </DIV>
<DIV>Thank you,</DIV>

<DIV>Jack Heneka</DIV><XMP></XMP>

((Provided Jack with contact address for AIA, history Office))

</DIV><XMP></XMP>Article Information

Good Morning, I am a former USAFSS/ESC/AFIC/AIA member and have
recently come across some information that we'd appreciate if you could
publish in your newsletter and create a link through your home page. A
web site has been established for the 6911th Electronic Security Squadron
formerly at Hahn Air Base, Germany. The URL for the site is:
jambra.net/6911 as was established by a former 691 1ther to try and keep in
touch with people he worked with in the past. We would greatly appreciate
it if you could publish this information so more former members can be
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made aware of the site. Thank you for your time and please let me know if
there are any questions.
Pat Gaffney

Chaplain Lantz

<IDOCTYPE><!-- SAMJLA --><DIV>Stan, <DIV>] saw the query on
Bob Lantz in the Dec 2001 FTVA newsletter, and </DIV><DIV>thought I
might be able to help.</DIV> <DIV> </DIV> <DIV>Bob Lantz was the
Protestant Chaplain at Chicksands around 1964-65.</DIV> <DIV>I don't
know what his present address is, but you may be able to get</DIV>
<DIV>it from Fr. Guy Morgan, the Catholic Chaplain at the same time.
They</DIV> <DIV>were good friends. Fr. Guy's address is:</DIV> <DIV>
</DIV> <DIV>Rev. Guy Morgan, OFM</DIV> <DIV> 357 2nd Street
N.</DIV> <DIV> St. Petersburg, FL 33701,</DIV> <DIV> </DIV>
<DIV>Hope this info helps.</DIV> <DIV>

</DIV><DIV>John Kelley

6984 RSM
Gentleman:

I was an electronic intercept analyst on Shemyal961-1962.
USAFSS. Does anyone remember a patch for the 6984th or the6981st
RSM?
Roy Singleton

Farrell McCallister

I am Farrell "Mac" McCallister---a 292X1 at the 6981st(A-Flight) from
Sept 61 to Aug 63 in Anchorage, AK. And, at the 6937th in Pakistan from
Sept 63 until Dec 64 (on C flight)</DIV> <DIV> </DIV> <DIV>I enjoyed
the AF and my tours---enjoy corresponding with anyone.</DIV> <DIV>
</DIV> <DIV>Farrell McCallister</DIV> <DIV>P.0O. Box 1013</DIV>
<DIV>Aurora, MO 65605</DIV> <DIV>417-678-6055</DIV>
<DIV>fdmac@mo-net.com

Detachment 3, 6912th RSM, Wiesbaden, Germany

I was stationed at the Detachment 3, 6912th RSM, Wiesbaden, Germany
from 1956 to 1959. Any contacts would be great.

George M. Barbehenn

MOSES Mission Operations Manager/STScl FOT Manager
Code 440.8/LMTO 0O/41-31A

Email: gbarbehenn@hst.nasa.gov, barbehen@stsci.edu
Phone: (301) 286-2876, (410) 338-4895 (work)

Cell Phone: (301) 928-0735

Pager: 1-888720-1735 Pin #0897342

FAX: (301) 286-1689, (410) 338-5005
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6941 ESS Patches

<IDOCTYPE><!-- SAMJLA -->I am sorry to bother you, but with you
connections with ex-ESC people I thought you might be able to help me out
with some information.

I was a Russian 208 in the eighties now serving in the Army with the 20th
Special Forces Group as a 98G SOT (A) and soon switching to 97C.

Under our uniform rules of heraldry, we are allowed to wear the patches of
our previous units on our right sleeves. I would really like to find a set of
either the 6941st ESS patches in color and subdued (if they ever even got
around to creating them) or the 6940th wing or, as a last resort...the same
thing in ESC patches. Any suggestions?

Barry D. Oakley KY SpecialForces@aol.com

Herb Macia <!DOCTYPE><!-- SAMJLA -->

<DIV></DIV><DIV>I have had several members ask me "what happened
to Herb Macia?" Herb moved to VA to be close to his two sons, their
wives and his grandchildren. His new address is:</DIV> <DIV>Col James
H. Macia</DIV> <DIV>5900 Wilson Blvd, Apt 464</DIV>
<DIV>Arlington, VA 2220</DIV> <DIV> </DIV> <DIV>] know you will
spread the word and please change his address the next time you put out a
new Newsletter. If you are in contact with any of our people in that area that
know Herb I'm sure he would be pleased to hear from them.. Phone No is
703-536- 1060</DIV> <DIV>

</DIV><DIV>Bob Stark</DIV> <DIV> </DIV> <DIV> </DIV> <DIV>--
- Robert Stark</DIV> <DIV>--- bsafv@earthlink.net</DIV> <DIV>---

Seeking Contact with USAFSS friend

<!-- SAMJLA --></><DIV>I would like to attempt to contact Johnson, J,J.
(Jay) who I served with at 6987th from 1971/73. Last contact he lived in the
state of PA.</DIV><XMP></XMP>

Richard Ebersole bigenbrit@md.net

Request for Assistance

I've been putting together a "Monkey Mountain Registry" for the 6924SS
Heritage Association -- a listing of all the USAFSS folks who served there
under its various guises (Det 2, 6925RGM; Det 2, 6922SW; and the
6924SS). As you folks are aware, getting the names is one thing -- finding
them is quite another. On 9/30/99, Tom O'Connor posted this comment on
the FTVA Guest Register "Sign-in Roster:

"IFEL Chinese 57, Osan Blue Sky/6053RFM 58-60; ALK instructor, GAFB
60-62, NSA Vietnamese 62-63, RVN Sour Grapes & predecessors 63-64,
6948 64-65." Tom served on MM from 10/63 to 7/64. Any assistance you
can provide in the form of contact info (address, E-mail address, etc.) would
be greatly appreciated.

Terry Kearney (L) krait01@erols.com
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One confused Troop Here!!!

Just joined.. had Email today from two of my buddies from the 2nd RSM
(Herzo and then Darmstadt), with one of them going TDY to an USAFSS
HuffDuff site looking into the Fulda Gap - that’s where I was -
did not know until today that my ole Ft Monmouth dittadah school,
shipboard buddy (USNS Langfit enroute to US Army of Occupation duty,
ASA Europe). Since Yahoo is changing clubs to groups, I am having a
helluva time finding what used to be the USAF Security Service club. I
know it was a large club - I used to belong to it - but never seemed to see
anyone I knew - so devoted all my time and yakkity time to the ASA Vets
club (yea, I'm the motor mouth whut signs himself Happy Warrior)..
Looking for former ASA Troop and former 2nd RSM Airman (from NC I
believe) - Grady D. Hoyle - he was one fine buddy!! also looking for Tom..
former 2nd RSM Herzo and Darmstadt troop, know they are both active in
computerland.. Tnx for listening.

Jim W Lynn AKA Happy Warrior (jimwlynn@yahoo.com)

((Ed Note: provided Jim with 2"* RSM/FTVA Web sites contact received
from USAFSS 6910™ 50s web site //Dap//))

Ailing Troop

<!-- SAMJLA -->1 underwent quadruple by-pass surgery January 17th.

The operation was a success though an error in prescribing for blood
pressure medication resulted in a serious problem necessitating another
ambulance trip on the 28th. All is well now. I've spent a lot of the
rehab time remembering days on Adak, Samsun, Kirknewton, Frankfurt
and San Antonio and the many fine people it was my pleasure to serve
with during my years with USAFSS. Note: The heart problem was
genetic and not life-style related.

Charles V. Briggs, CMSgt (Retired) cbriggs@clarksville.com
334 Valley View Rd, Dover TN 37058-3734, (931) 232-7911

Membership

<!-- SAMJLA --></><DIV>Hello Dan, My name is Earl Richardson. I
found out about this organization through a friend who served along with
me at Chicksands in the early yrs.</DIV> <DIV>1953 -1956. I posted my
name with the Chix net before the reunion. I was in Scotland at the time of
the re-union. I did visit the old base back in the 70s </DIV><DIV>'and 80's
during the summer mo’s. </DIV><DIV> After leaving the service in 56, I
entered the U.of Ark. Monticello, received my degree and became a teacher.
My wife and I moved to Texas in 62 after three yrs of teaching in Ark. and
spent the next 29 yrs teaching in the Houston area. We retired in 1990. T am
sending, by post, my dues for the FREEDOM THROUGH VIGILANCE
ASSOCIATION newsletter. </DIV><DIV> There are still those who I
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would like to find after all these yrs. </DIV><DIV>I travel to San Antonio
often. We like the river walk and the many restaurants</DIV> <DIV>in the
city. </DIV><DIV> 1 have a first cousin who retired yrs ago from the
USAF as a Colonel (he was in service as a pilot during the Korean conflict
and Vietnam. He and his wife Nanett, own an Art Gallery on the river walk.
One of his sons is a Dist. Court Judge in San Antonio. Hope to hear from
you and others.</DIV> <DIV>Earl Richardson</DIV> <DIV>P.O. Box
1256</DIV> <DIV>Onalaska, Texas 77360 e-mail
richlu@samlink.com</DIV> <DIV> </DIV><XMP></XMP>

Finding some friends

<IDOCTYPE><!-- SAMJLA -->My name is Tom Palzer. I was with the
6931st, Baker Flight, from Dec. 1969 through Oct. 1972. My wife and I
live in Hersonisos (Chersonisos), about 10 miles east of the base. There are
several people we're interested in contacting. They are:

Bill and Sandy Harkins (Hershey, PA)

Joe Cutcher (CA ?7?)

Ginny Ramirez (IL or LA ??)

Bill Penneywell (spelling ??) (NY of NJ 7?)

Pat Burns (MN)

David & Valery Hickey (NY)

Any help you could provide would be greatly appreciated.

Thanks.

Tom

Dick Gantzler

<IDOCTYPE><!-- SAMJLA --><!DOCTYPE HTML PUBLIC "-
//W3C//DTD HTML 4.0 Transitional//EN"></><DIV>I saw your name
in the guest book for the FTVA site and thought I would say hello. I just
found out about this site, the silent warriors, etc on Christmas Eve and
contacted Tart to join the Prop Wash Gang. 1 had lost all contact with
anyone from the AF until now. Where are you living and what are you
doing.</DIV> <DIV> </DIV>

<DIV>Dale Matejowsky</DIV><XMP></XMP> (daleora@surewest.net)

Join My Unit Homepage! (6910 Security Wing — Darmstadt)

Hello!

I'd like to invite you to join the new unit homepage I just built on
Military.com. The page is a great way to post updates, share photos, plan
events, and more. Just click on the link below, Then click the 'Join This
Group' button.
http://www.military.com/HomePage/UnitCreatedPage/0,11003,714898,00.h
tml

If this does not work because your email software does not support this
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hypertext link, please copy the URL above, paste it into your browser
address area and press enter. Military.com is the online home for anyone
who has answered the call to serve, and the family and friends who support
them. Come see for yourself. Join the page and keep up-to-date on group
news. Sincerely,
James Nash
Commissaries to stock magazines

By Rick Brink
FORT LEE, Va. - Commissary shoppers can add magazines to their
shopping lists as the Defense Commissary Agency rolls out its new
magazine sales program. Plans call for all stateside commissaries to carry
up to 43 titles of popular family-oriented magazines ranging from "Reader's
Digest" to "Newsweek." Overseas commissaries will carry up to 39 titles.
"We're pleased to add magazine sales as a service to our customers.
Offering these popular magazines at a significant reduction off the cover
price gives our shoppers great value as well as convenience," said DeCA
Director Air Force Major General Robert J. Courter Jr.
The roll out began Dec. 19 as magazine racks were placed in commissaries
at Little Creek, Va.; Annapolis, Md.; Andrews Air Force Base, Md.; Fort
Meade, Md.; Quantico, Va.; Aberdeen Proving Grounds, Md., and Fort Lee.
The roll out for the remaining stateside commissaries should be complete by
the end of January. The roll out will begin for overseas commissaries in
February and should be complete in March. Customers will find the
magazines in racks located at the checkouts.
(Submitted by Bruce Buchanan)

Recover Part B Payments?
<DIV></DIV><DIV></DIV><DIV></DIV>This might interest some of
the  20-year plus members. <DIV></DIV><DIV></DIV>Harry
<DIV></DIV><DIV></DIV><DIV></DIV><DIV></DIV>Col Bud Day
would like to advise all that the U.S. Government has responded to his brief
regarding the active lawsuit he is pursuing to restore military retiree medical
care and recover Medicare Insurance Part B payments for WWII/Korea
military retirees. <DIV></DIV><DIV></DIV>He indicates his case is
stronger than it was when he won in Feb 2001 and the government’s
response is weak. He is in the process of responding to the government’s
submission. <DIV></DIV><DIV></DIV>Now 1is the time for 150,000
WWII/Korea military retirees to join the fight. Spread the word - if we don't
fight for ourselves, no one else will. <DIV></DIV><DIV></DIV>A new
hearing will likely occur in spring 2002. <DIV></DIV><DIV></DIV>Col
Day will not rest wuntil the mission is accomplished.
<DIV></DIV><DIV></DIV><DIV></DIV><DIV></DIV>The Class Act
Group website is: www.classact-lawsuit.com

Harry Riley <DIV></DIV><DIV></DIV>CAG Representative
((Submitted by Harry Euteneuer, 6910™" USAFSS
50’s<DIV></DIV><DIV></DIV></DIV>
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FTVA Sign In E-mails

Last Name: IVEY

First Name: RAY

Email: ivyb@cherokeel .k12.sc.us
City/ State: Gaffney, SC

Comments: I was a member of USAFSS from 1963-1973. My assignments
were Misawa, St. Lawrence Island (yes 2-t), NKP Nha Trang, and Phu cat.
I retired in 1993 as E-9 after 30years. I never forgot the USAFSS and my
best memories and friends are from that era. Wonder how many 2-Ts made
e-9. Thanks.

Name: Patrick Taylor

Email: pt1 101 @hotmail.com

City/ State: Bellevue, Nebraska

Comments: Good to finally find the successor to the USAFSS Alumni
Association. Interested in once again meeting old friends and catching up.

Name: R. L. (Bobby) Clark
Email: Robert.L.Clark@irs.gov
City: Greenbelt

State: MD

Comments: It does me good to see that there is an association dedicated to
very special men and women. I served proudly for seven years from 1973-
1980 (six years active, one-year active reserve). I'd do every second all
over again! Good luck and God bless you all!

Name: Richard Lang
Email: rlang@cstone.net
City/State: Charlottesville, VA

Comments: I am Del Lang's son. Came upon this site doing searches about
him and found the reference in Mike Feldblums' Pres. Corner letter from
12/99. Mike was one of the family when I was a kid. Thanks for all you
have done.

Name: Roy Southern

Email: RSouthern3@triad.rr.com

City/ State: Stoney Creek, North Carolina

Comments: I'm looking for information on COMSEC people. All I see on
the net are elint, sigint, and humint. We were contributors and I want to see
us represented in the roll call. Some of you people were outstanding. Tom
Wehrle, where are you? John Odiorne, where are you? Let's hear from
COMSEC people.

Name: Vince Wuwert
Email: VAWUWERT@AOL.COM
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City/State: TOLEDO, OHIO

Comments: LOOKING FOR ANYONE FROM THE 6901ST AT
ZWEIBRUKEN GERMANY IN EARLY 50'S WHO KNEW A SSGT.
PHIL NOLAND. PLEASE RESPOND AT VAWUWERT@AOL.COM
HIS SISTER IS IN NEED OF ANY INFORMATION YOU MAY
PROVIDE. I WILL PASS ALONG YOUR REMARKS TO HER.

<XMP></XMP>

</DIV>
<l-- |**begin egp html banner|**| -->

<XMP></XMP>

</DIV><XMP></XMP>
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