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Association Officers and Directors 
Executive Board 

 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
  

William Brockmiller, President 
Joe ‘Pepito’ Figueroa, Vice President 

Andy Smith, Treasurer 
Roy Burnett, Secretary 

Functional Directors 
16 AF News Ken Maynard 
Fallen Eagles Joe ‘Pepito’ Figueroa 

Golf Tournament Bob Benitez 
Hall of Honor and Special Activities Greg Radabaugh 

Historian Dan Martin 
Newsletter Editor Dennis Buxton 

Picnic Coordinator Jacque Lerma 
SLO, 16th AF Advisory Member Steve Staycoff 

Social Activities Chairman Ted Colquhoun 
Vigilant Partners Karen “Bam” Rolirad 

FTVA Chapters 
Aloha Chapter, Honolulu, HI John Toillion, President 

Alamo Chapter, San Antonio, TX Ken Williams, President 
Gold Country Chapter, Yuba City, CA John Aurelius, President 

Heritage Chapter, San Angelo, TX John “JJ” Graham, President 
Mid-Atlantic Region Chapter, NOVA Jerry Gething, President 

Rocky Mountain Chapter 
Colorado Spring, CO 

Greg Roman and Stan Cook, 
Co-Presidents 

Wasatch Chapter, Salt Lake City, UT Jacob Scheid/Scott Lawson, 
Co-Presidents 

Directors Emeriti 

Joe Hurst 
Jim McLendon 

Bob Cope 
A.J. Harrison 

Ted Colquhoun, Past President 
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FTVA Annual Elections Slated for 18 October 
 

The 2025 FTVA Annual Executive Officers election will take place on 18 Oct 25 at 10:00 AM during 
the Annual Membership Meeting. The current officers are: 

President: William “Bill” Brockmiller 
Vice-President: Joseph “Pepito” Figueroa 

Treasurer: Andy Smith 
Secretary: Roy Burnett 

This year, the President and Vice-President positions are open for nomination. 
Currently we have one nominee for President - Joseph “Pepito” Figueroa. 
With the inclusion of ZOOM meeting capability during our monthly Board of Directors meetings, 
we are opening two of the board positions, at any given time, for nominations external to San 
Antonio, TX. 
To submit a nominee for either position, please send an email to generalinfo@ftva.us, SUBJECT: 
BOD nomination, with the individual’s name and position nominated for in the body of the email.  
All nominations must be received by 11 Oct 25. 
Voting will be conducted during the Annual Meeting on 18 Oct 25. 
If you have any questions, please reach out to the election committee, electioncmte@ftva.us and Ted 
Colquhoun, ted.colquhoun13@gmail.com 
 
v/r 
Ted Colquhoun 
 
 
 
 

 
 

  

mailto:generalinfo@ftva.us
mailto:electioncmte@ftva.us
mailto:ted.colquhoun13@gmail.com
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To the Members of the Freedom Through Vigilance Association, 
As my term as president comes to a close this year, I write to you with a heart full of gratitude and a 
spirit of optimism for our association's future. My tenure has been one of the most rewarding 
experiences of my life, and that is entirely due to the incredible support, dedication, and enthusiasm 
of our members, volunteers, and partners. I am profoundly thankful for the trust you have placed in 
me and for the hard work you have all invested in our shared mission. 
Together, we have honored the heritage of the USAFSS and its successor organizations, supported 
our active-duty military and civilians, and provided valuable community and humanitarian services. 
From our Hall of Honor and Remembrance ceremonies to our annual banquets, our collective efforts 
have strengthened our community and upheld the proud legacy of "Freedom Through Vigilance". 
These accomplishments would not have been possible without your unwavering commitment and 
support. I look forward to seeing you at this year's events. 
This is a time of both reflection and excitement. Looking ahead, I am thrilled by the transformative 
changes on our horizon. Our newly adopted business rules and implementation plan are not just a 
strategic shift; they represent a revitalized approach to fulfilling our objectives in a dynamic world. 
This new framework will streamline our operations, enhance our outreach, and, most importantly, 
drive increased membership and support for our organization and the communities we serve. 
I have no doubt that these changes will propel the Freedom Through Vigilance Association to new 
heights of success. The foundation for this growth is the passionate and dedicated membership we 
have today, and the selfless volunteer efforts demonstrated by our board and members. I am 
confident you will embrace this new direction with the same spirit and energy that has defined our 
past. 
While I will no longer serve in this capacity, I will always be a proud and active member of this 
association. I look forward to supporting our new leadership and working alongside you to ensure a 
prosperous future for the FTVA. Thank you once again for this incredible journey. 
Sincerely, 
William "Brock" Brockmiller 

The President’s Corner 
Bill Brockmiller 
President, FTVA 

Contact: wbusaf@gmail.com 
 

mailto:wbusaf@gmail.com
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Greetings, football season is upon us. For full transparency, I am a Dallas Cowboys and Texas A&M 
fan. Don’t think this is the year for the Cowboys. Also, regardless of the Aggies’ football record, no 
one is taking my A&M ring away from me. Another season upon us is the FTVA/16 AF reunion. 
Looking forward to seeing everyone at the events from October 16 to 18, 2025. I highly encourage 
everyone to visit www.ftva.us for details, to include RSVP information. 
For those in the local area, the annual membership meeting will be held at the Courtyard Marriott 
near Sea World, 10:00AM (CST), October 18, 2025. The meeting will also be held virtually. 
Get your banquet tickets ordered from Ted Colquhoun (ted.colquhoun13@gmail.com). For any 
reunion questions or clarifications, don’t hesitate to contact Roy Burnett at 
membersupftva@gmail.com. For those on LinkedIn, the following is the FTVA page: 
https://www.linkedin.com/company/freedom-through-vigilance-association/. I put information on 
LinkedIn also. Example of things I post are the FTVA shield and USAFSS/succeeding organizations’ 
dates. 

For this issue, I would like to acknowledge the amazing work Dennis Buxton does with the Remain 
in Touch Newsletter. For people familiar with Spiderman lore, he is my J Jonah Jameson and I am 
his Peter Parker. He does an amazing job of herding a lot of cats throughout FTVA, including the 
chapters and me, to ensure we get our inputs in. I am responsible for the obituaries. I have been doing 
them for over a decade. He keeps me straight and I appreciate him tremendously. 
Lots of work remaining to meet our organizational goals. Won’t steal any thunder from the annual 
membership meeting here. However, in addition to working hard, let’s play hard. See everyone at 
the reunion events. Going to have a great time! 
  

From the Vice President 
Joseph “Pepito” Figueroa 

Vice President, FTVA 
Contact: joseph.figueroa361@gmail.com 

http://www.ftva.us/
mailto:ted.colquhoun13@gmail.com
mailto:membersupftva@gmail.com
https://www.linkedin.com/company/freedom-through-vigilance-association/
mailto:joseph.figueroa361@gmail.com
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Newsletter Staff 
newsletter@ftva.us, 210-627-7586 

falleneagles@ftva.us, 402-452-4562 
Dennis Buxton, Editor 

Dennis Rasmussen, Senior Adviser 

Joe “Pepito” Figueroa, Associate Editor, 
Ken Maynard, Associate Editor, 16th AF News 

Dan Martin, Associate Editor 
Roy Burnett, Circulation Manager & Member Support 

******************************************************************************* 
It’s Reunion time again, a recurring theme you will see weaved throughout many of the inputs in this 
issue of Remain in Touch! And this issue contains most of the information you want and need to have 
for a ripping good time come October. In addition, we have the standard, but sad, documentation of 
our Fallen Eagles plus the 16 AF News for those who like to stay current in our command which 
never seems to stop evolving in name and mission. A special new feature, and one of my favorites, is 
the “Tell a Story” section available on our web site (or via email) in which you can share with 
everyone some of ‘war stories’ you experienced as you made your way through the command’s 
assignments. However, if you remember your Comm Skills training go heavy on the ‘brevity’ aspects 
of your input. While your entire career may be worth a novella in itself, or at least a short story worthy 
of Hemingway’s style and content, this is not really the place for that. Keep them brief please and 
definitely nothing commercial and, of course, always unclassified. Read the ones below and you will 
get an idea of good inputs. 
Again, the FTVA Reunion is nigh, and I am looking forward to reconnecting with fellow USAFSS, 
ESC, etc. alumni and alumnae at all of the events. See you soon! 
 
 

Remain In Touch, 
Dennis Buxton 

Your Newsletter Editor 
 
  

mailto:newsletter@ftva.us
mailto:falleneagles@ftva.us
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FTVA Hall of Honor Selections 
The Freedom Through Vigilance Association is proud to announce the selectees for the 2025 Hall 
of Honor. As usual, the selection committee composed of previous Hall members had a difficult task 
identifying the best of the best due to the numerous outstanding submissions received. Please 
welcome the class of 2025. 

Colonel Richard A. “Rick” Lipsey 
Few have served the communication, cyber, and Intelligence, Surveillance, and Reconnaissance 
(ISR) community better than Col Rick Lipsey. From the beginning of his career, he served on the 
frontlines in the development of cyber and its capabilities to disrupt the enemy while protecting US 
and allied comm systems. An amazing strategic visionary, Col Lipsey served as a catalyst in merging 
24 AF with 25 AF and achieved a collaboration that became 16 AF. He combined ISR, information 
warfare, C4, and cyber into a force multiplier within the Department of Defense. While attending 
the Air War College in 2005, he published “Network Warfare Operations: Unleashing the Potential,” 
Center for Strategy & Technology, Maxwell AFB, AL—which became the primer for conducting 
cyber-attack and defense. He postured the Air Force intelligence community as the driver for cyber 
warfare and cybersecurity. One of only a handful of cyber officers who understood what it takes to 
integrate cyber as a force multiplier for the AF and DoD. 

Colonel Patricia M. “Pat” Murphy 
A generational leader and visionary, Colonel Murphy was the Command, Air Force and nationally 
recognized expert on policy, program and people issues. She played a hands-on role in complex 
personnel actions during and after the Vietnam War and led the integration of women into 
intelligence units. Entrusted with ESC’s restructure, she improved intelligence support to combat 
commanders worldwide and delivered major modernization efforts. As EESD commander, her 
exemplary leadership ensured a quick response to dramatic target environment changes as the Soviet 
Union collapsed, met congressionally mandated force reductions and pivoted units to support 
Operations DESERT SHIELD/STORM, PROVEN FORCE, and PROVIDE COMFORT, earning 
accolades from combat commanders and national leaders. Later, as NSA legislative liaison to 
Congress, her insight into and advocacy for Rivet Joint and U-2 reconnaissance asset modernization 
directly impacted where these systems are today. Respected by all, Colonel Murphy embodied our 
values of service above self, integrity and excellence in all she did. 
  

FTVA Hall of Honor 
Greg Radabaugh, Program Chair 

Contact gregory.radabaugh@gmail.com 
 

mailto:gregory.radabaugh@gmail.com
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Mr. James. M. “Jim” Courtois 
Mr. Jim Courtois revolutionized Electronic Warfare (EW) support for the Air Force! During his 37-
year tenure, he produced revolutionary changes to the AF EW Flagging mission, transforming a 
manually intensive analysis process to an automated capability that analyzed over 4 million 
intercepts daily. This directly enabled rapid reprogramming of US and Allied EW systems to 
immediately respond to changing threat systems, increasing aircraft lethality and survivability in 
multiple combat environments. He developed the Flagging Analysis System responsible for 
providing Desert Storm air, sea, and land components with 24/7 operational EW support. Due to 
EUCOM, PACOM and CENTCOM all having different Electronic Order of Battles (EOBs) for Iraq, 
he was requested by CHECKMATE to produce an EOB. EOB produced after 2 weeks of 14-hour 
days with all points within 700 feet. After 9/11, he led the 453 EWS standup of 24/7 operations to 
support the EW reprogramming community, targeting, and direct support to CENTCOM’s EW 
coordination cell in Riyadh. During Operation Iraqi Freedom, he provided near real-time support 
leading to destruction of Iraqi air defenses as well as successful invasion of Iraq. 

Chief Master Sergeant John S. Oles 
A Security Hill legend! Chief John Oles was a strong enlisted leader who steered command 
components through the complex USAF reorganization of the early 1990’s, from Electronic Security 
Command (ESC) to the AF Intelligence Command (AFIC) and the Air Intelligence Agency (AIA). 
He justified and secured critical ISR billets to keep force levels credible and most importantly 
operational! As the Airborne Mission Supervisor (AMS), he directed the first Search and 
Rescue/Recovery mission following the Soviet Union’s shootdown of KAL Flight 007; this flight 
and subsequent missions occurred in tense airspace, with his aircraft often harassed by former USSR 
air and surface forces. Chief Oles’ leadership, standards, and linguistic expertise led to selection for 
the ESC Command Standardization and Evaluation Team – the most prestigious and stringent 
compliance organization within ESC and a model for the entire USAF. Chief John Oles’ dedication 
to taking care of his people and operational achievements exhibit the essence of a true servant leader. 

Chief Master Sergeant Steven S. “Steve” Staycoff 
From the start at the 6990th ESG in 1983, he set the standard, producing quality intelligence at 
quantities well above his peers. Recognized early for his work ethic at Kadena AB, he was assigned 
as Flight Quality Control Monitor and volunteered to assist and train other members of his unit; due 
to his expert analytical skills, he was handpicked for Airborne Analyst duties during his first 
assignment, the second most demanding position on the RC-135. Chief Staycoff’s work during the 
1989/90 Philippine coup attempts was praised by the Deputy Director of a national agency; during 
the 1990 event he worked 3 non-stop days acquiring essential information of utmost importance to 
local, theater, and national command authorities. Chief Staycoff was awarded the prestigious 
National Intelligence Meritorious Unit Citation by the Director, CIA for his efforts as the AF 
representative to joint US Navy/NSA EP-3 Cryptologic Damage Assessment Team responding to 
the Hainan Island Incident (EP-3 force-down). Chief Staycoff was the cornerstone of the CAOC’s 
cryptologic support effort in spearheading the first-ever AF-NTI forward deployment supporting 
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OSW/OIF. He was instrumental in revolutionizing the delivery of specialized intelligence to air 
combat operations and he led 13 coalition NCOs in flawlessly issuing imminent threat warnings 
(ITW) to over 35,000 combat/mission support sorties over/around Iraq. 

Senior Master Sergeant Mark S. Walters 
Mr. RIVET JOINT! No individual has done more to advance technology, expand the direct support 
mission, transform the platform’s warfighting role, and train multiple generations of ISR operators 
than SMSgt Walters – a unique combination of warrior attitude, operational knowledge, and 
engineering skills! He transformed the RC-135/RIVET JOINT from a strategic collection platform 
to a tactical warfighting asset instrumental in providing situational awareness to coalition forces. His 
integration of the Integrated Broadcast Service (IBS) on the RC-135, NSA ground terminals, and 
airborne C2 platforms during DESERT SHIELD/STORM resulted in an air/ground picture that 
overwhelmed Iraq’s decision-making timelines, provided targeting successes, and ended the 
enemy’s ability to wage war. His transformational operator knowledge resulted in the first visual 
presentation of enemy machine-to-machine data onto US data links. He was the driving force behind 
the RJ’s transition from a warfighting direct support asset to a national-level intelligence community 
linchpin. Three generations of RC-135 crews affirm SMSgt Walters as the benchmark for operational 
excellence. The many fighter pilots and special operators who thanked RJ for a save, and stated, “I 
won’t go into combat without it!” are a direct result of SMSgt Walter’s technical knowledge, grasp 
of the RC-135’s capabilities, and ability to articulate the Tactics, Techniques, and Procedures to 
defeat an enemy to aircrew going in harm’s way, thus saving American lives. 
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All, 
The 2025 FTVA and 16 AF Anniversary events are scheduled for 16-18 Oct 2025. To get an accurate 
head count, ensure entrance into Headquarters, 16th Air Force, and facilitate entrance onto Lackland 
AFB we need an RSVP from each individual planning to attend, NLT 08 September 2025. Email 
RSVP to generalinfo@ftva.us. This is a secure account managed by our sysadmin. 
Also, if you do not have a military, retiree, or dependent ID you will need to provide the following 
to gain access to Lackland AFB: 

Name 
Date of Birth 

Country of Birth 
ID Type (DL, State ID, Veteran ID) 

ID Number 
Country of issue 

State of issue 
Sequence of events for this year are:  
16 Oct 25 - 10:00 AM - Golf Tournament, Golf Club of Texas, Registration form on the ftva.us 
Website. Just scroll down and click on the Golf Tournament link. (POC – Bob Benitez) 
17 Oct 25 - 07:30 AM – Hall of Honor Induction Ceremony, HQ 16 AF, Larger Auditorium (POC 
– Greg Radabaugh) 
17 Oct 25 - 10:30 AM – Remembrance Ceremony, HQ 16 AF, Security Hill EC-47 Display (POC – 
Joe Figueroa) 
17 Oct 25 - 11:30 AM – 16 AF/FTVA Anniversary Picnic, Stapleton Park (Security Hill) (POC – 
Bill Brockmiller) 
18 Oct 25 - 10:00 AM - Annual Membership Meeting, Seaworld Courtyard Marriot, Westover 
Hills/Zoom (POC – Roy Burnett) 
18 Oct 25 - 5:30 PM – 16 AF/FTVA Anniversary Banquet, Gateway Club, Lackland AFB (POC – 
Ted Colquhoun) 
A few other topics: 
We've added two new features to the FTVA website, both requiring members to log in. First, the 
Membership list is at https://ftva.us/membership. Please look yourself up and ensure the info I have 
is correct. We'll update this quarterly. Second is the "Tell A Story" feature. You can enter a story at 
https://ftva.us/TellAStory and see other posted stories at https://ftva.us/stories. This is meant to be a 

FTVA Member Support 
Roy Burnett, Member Support Chair 

Contact: membersupport@ftva.us 
210-473-4921 

mailto:generalinfo@ftva.us
https://ftva.us/
https://ftva.us/membership
https://ftva.us/TellAStory
https://ftva.us/stories
mailto:membersupport@ftva.us
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way to share stories of the adventures all of us had. Again, both are on the secure side of the site and 
require members to log in. Please email me if I can help you get in. 
Lastly, we've experienced an email SC@M. Our President's name was used as part of this incident 
and emails have been sent out using his name (but not an email he uses). He is not, nor will he be, 
requesting anyone get gift cards. If you receive an email you suspect, please let your provider know 
it is likely a SC@M. 
---------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 

Break Break – Scam Alert!!!!!!! 
Seems we were hit by an email SC@M. A bot, using Bill Brockmiller's (our FTVA president) name, 
sent several emails out requesting various things that were completely untrue. 
The FTVA will never ask for your password nor ask you to buy gift cards on behalf of anyone. We 
just don't operate that way. Please keep your radar's up for SC@Ms like this and others. 
---------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 

New/Renewed Members 
Linda Hull 

Brian Hendrix (Fairview, TN) 
Benjamin Isenberg (San Antonio, TX) 

James Chappelear (Colorado Springs, CO) 
Don Kammer (Colorado Springs, CO) 
Reagan Cartwright, JR (Dallas, TX) 

Margaret Hancock (Bartow, FL) 
Walter Cullen (San Antonio, TX) 

Tom Morse (Severn, MD) 
Robert Potter Jr (Vestal, NY) 

Richard Galloway (Concord, NC) 
Ross Felker (Marion, TX) 

David Garza (San Angelo, TX) 
New Lifetime Members 

Karen Rolirad (San Antonio, TX) 
Joe Mori (Weston, MA) 

Rich Harrold (Colorado Springs, CO) 
Sean Batson (Pacific) 

Fred Daring (Boerne, TX) 
David “Pete” Petrisko (Peoria, AZ) 

 
Please address any and all issues relating to the FTVA website or membership to 
MemberSupport@ftva.us.  

mailto:MemberSupport@ftva.us
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16th AF and Romanian Cyber Command Share 
Insights During Inaugural Bilateral Engagement 

Adapted from an article by Manuel Garcia, published 12 August 2025 

JBSA-Lackland, TX—Sixteenth Air 
Force (Air Forces Cyber) hosted the 
Romanian Cyber Command for their 
first bilateral engagement at its 
headquarters July 28-29. 
United States and Romania—NATO 
allies both facing critical cyber 
threats—shared strategies on security 
operations center processes, cyber 
protection teams, and cyber operations 
planning. 
“If we are to deter our adversaries in 
cyberspace, we must invest in the 
relationships with our partners and 
allies,” said Brig. Gen. Heather 
Blackwell, 16th Air Force’s Joint 
Force Headquarters Deputy 
Commander for Cyber. “The 
Romanian Cyber Command is an 
impressive organization, and we are 
honored to share our lessons learned.” 
Bilateral engagements with NATO 
allies with shared interests ensure the 

capabilities are effectively aligned with U.S. national defense strategies and operational 
requirements. 
Blackwell further explained that “the elements of an effective denial-based deterrence require all 
parties to harden their networks to make it cost prohibitive for the adversary. Imposing costs on the 
adversary with a strong cyber defense has a measurable result in thwarting cyberattacks.” 

16th Air Force News 
Articles compiled and submitted by Ken Maynard 

Associate Editor Extraordinaire 
Contact: spitfiresa@me.com 

U.S. Air Force Airmen assigned to 16th Air Force (Air Forces 
Cyber) and members of the Romanian Cyber Command 
collaborate during a cyber and information warfare 
discussion at JBSA Lackland, Texas, July 28, 2025. The 
Romanian delegation took part in a two-day engagement 
hosted by 16th Air Force (Air Forces Cyber). (U.S. Air Force 
photo by Manuel Garcia) 

mailto:spitfiresa@me.com
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During the two-day, cooperative event they discussed a range of cyber-related topics, including 
security measures, cyber protection, threat intelligence, and mission overviews. 
Romanian delegates showcased strategies focused on establishing standards, guidelines, and 
frameworks for cyber operations and security within a military context. 
“Creating a partnership of trust is a way we can fight effectively in this new environment,” said 
Romanian Cyber Command Brig Gen Marian-Razvan Tudose. The Romanian general emphasized 
that success in cyberspace requires teamwork and mutual support to maintain security. 
“Collaborating with allied partner nations is essential for achieving global success against 
adversaries. The opportunity that most excites me is sharing training standards for our cyber 
defenders,” stated Blackwell. “Recruiting talent, training our defenders and retaining that asset were 
common areas of interest between both our organizations and I look forward to continuing the 
discussions. “ 
The Romanian delegates closed out their time here with a tour of the 616th Operation Center—16th’s 
global operational arm whose reach extends across 178 units around the world. 
******************************************************************************* 

Historic Activation Ceremony 
Takes Place at Nuke Surveillance Center 

Adapted from an article by Susan A. Romano, AFTAC/PA, published 7 August 2025 

PATRICK SPACE FORCE BASE, FL—For the 
first time in its storied history, the Air Force 
Technical Applications Center (AFTAC) activated 
an Air Force Reserve squadron during a ceremony 
held at the center’s headquarters here Aug. 1, 2025. 
The 71st Surveillance Squadron, now commanded 
by Col. Jared Broddrick, will be responsible for 
augmenting the 22nd Surveillance Squadron by 
providing strategic surge capacity and steady-state 

Col. David Sawyer (left), deputy commander of the 
655th ISRW, and Col. Jared Broddrick (right) 71st 
SURS commander, remove the casing from the unit 
guidon during the activation of ceremony at the 
AFTAC, Aug. 1, 2025. The 71st SURS became the first 
Reserve squadron attached to AFTAC since the 
Center’s inception in 1947. Also pictured is MSgt 
Joshua D. Hauser, 71st SURS First Sergeant. 
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mission requirements in support of AFTAC’s global nuclear surveillance mission. The 22nd SURS 
operates AFTAC’s 24-hour operations center that collects, processes and analyzes information from 
a global seismic, hydroacoustic, satellite and radio frequency recording network. Additionally, the 
unit directly supports the U.S. Atomic Energy Detection System’s international treaty monitoring 
activities. 
Col. David Sawyer, deputy commander of the 655th Intelligence, Surveillance and Reconnaissance 
Wing at Wright-Patterson AFB, Ohio, served as the presiding officer for the ceremony. 
“As we unfurl the guidon today, we raise more than a symbol of command – we elevate our standard 
of excellence, readiness and service,” he said. “Our nation sleeps better because of your vigilance, 
and our adversaries will think twice because of your presence.” 
The squadron’s lineage dates back to 1955, when it was known as the 71st Reconnaissance Technical 
Squadron at Larson Air Force Base, WA. It was inactivated in 1957 and was redesignated as the 71st 
Intelligence Squadron in 2013, an Air Force Reserve unit based at Wright-Patterson AFB. In this 
capacity, the 71st maintained its classic association partnership with the National Air and Space 
Intelligence Center, also located at Wright-Patterson. 
As far back as 2016, AFTAC leadership wanted to pursue the option of introducing a Reserve unit 
to the treaty monitoring center. Through the efforts of Kevin Callan, AFTAC’s chief of Manpower 
at the time, he took all the necessary and arduous steps to take it from concept to reality. 
“This was not a simple undertaking by any stretch of the imagination,” said Callan, who is now the 
Director of Human Capital for Assured Access to Space at Patrick SFB. “There were multiple 
meetings, countless emails, pages of notes and memos, and dozens of phone calls that took place 
before the official approval came down.” 
The last step in the process was obtaining the approval from the Secretary of the Air Force, which 
was completed in early 2023. 
The squadron was officially redesignated as the 71st SURS on May 1, 2025, with today’s ceremony 
serving as a symbolic establishment of command. 
“The activation of this squadron is a direct response to the changing nature of the nuclear threat 
worldwide,” said Col. Creighton Mullins, commander of the nuclear surveillance center. “The 71st 
SURS will be pivotal in expanding our depth of expertise and allow for greater surge capacity as 
AFTAC aggressively strengthens all partnerships to fulfill our sacred duty of keeping America safe.” 
While the official activation took place more than three months ago, approximately 12 Airmen have 
been on long-term orders at the nuclear surveillance center, and 10 members have already been 
certified in their critical duty positions. Ultimately, the squadron should employ just over 70 
Reservists. 
“When more than a third of our personnel are already fully qualified to execute the mission, it speaks 
volumes to the leadership and commitment we have between our two organizations,” said Broddrick. 
The partnership between the 22nd SURS and the 71st SURS is what’s known as a Total Force 
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Association, a structure that serves as an effective force multiplier by pairing units of different 
components (Regular Air Force and Air Force Reserve) to share equipment and infrastructure, while 
simultaneously maximizing the depth of experience from each organization. 
Borne from TFA is Total Force Integration, a standard that fully incorporates the Air Force’s active 
duty, Guard and Reserve components into global contingency operations to meet national security 
demands in a resource-constrained environment. It also integrates innovative organizational 
constructs to produce a more capable force structure. 
"Total Force Integration is the ultimate force multiplier; it is strength through interoperability and 
mission success through synergy,” said Col. John Beatty, AFTAC deputy commander. “The 
collaboration between the 22nd and 71st Surveillance Squadrons showcases how active duty and 
Reserve forces unite their talents to amplify capability, ensuring AFTAC is always ready to meet 
any challenge with precision and power." 
Callan couldn’t agree more. “The TFI between these two squadrons leverages both personnel and 
resources to maximize nuclear treaty compliance and development of advanced proliferation 
detection technologies to preserve our nation’s security,” he said. “There is a goodness in the efforts 
of a massive ‘town of people’ who worked so hard to make this happen, and believe me when I tell 
you – I had a smile on my face during the entire activation ceremony seeing this finally come to 
fruition!” 
****************************************************************************** 

ALLIED CYBER SKILL SHARE STRENGTHENS 
INTERNATIONAL PARTNERSHIPS AT SCOTT 

Adapted from an article by SrA Tyler Moody, 375 AMW/PA, published 5 August 2025 

SCOTT AIR FORCE BASE, IL—The 835th Cyberspace Operations Squadron hosted cyber 
professionals from the United Kingdom and Canada, 14–17 July, to exchange expertise and 
strengthen cooperation across allied networks during a multinational Cyber Skill Share event. 
Held at the Cyberspace Capabilities Center Headquarters here at Scott, the event brought together 
participants from the U.S. Air Force’s 75th Intelligence Squadron, the Royal Canadian Air Force, 
and the U.K. Royal Air Force to discuss potential cybersecurity challenges and share cutting-edge 
approaches to emerging threats in the digital domain. 
“This week was about more than just cyber talk—it was about real-world collaboration,” said Capt. 
Sean Klinger, chief of weapons and tactics at the 835 COS. “We’re tackling the same kind of threats, 
so bringing our Five Eyes partners into the fold and learning from one another makes us all more 
effective.” 
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The Skill Share’s core objectives 
centered on improving interoperability, 
identifying shared problem sets, and 
discussing innovations in threat 
detection, all with a focus on real-time 
application. One standout topic 
explored was the use of Artificial 
Intelligence and Machine Learning to 
bolster cyber defense capabilities and 
accelerate threat response. 
“Our discussions on AI and ML were 
especially exciting,” said Klinger. “We 
showcased a prototype using Retrieval-
Augmented Generation to help cyber 
operators rapidly troubleshoot 
networks and enhance threat-hunting 
efficiency. These types of tools can 
fundamentally change how we defend 
our networks.” 
Retrieval-Augmented Generation, or 

RAG, is an artificial intelligence method that combines search and natural language generation, 
pulling relevant information from trusted data sources and using that content to generate accurate, 
human-like responses. 
While participants often work together during large-scale exercises like Cyber Flag or Red Flag, the 
Skill Share event provided a rare opportunity to set aside training objectives and dive deeply into 
operational cyber challenges. 
“In my experience, exercises are excellent, but they limit how much we can actually sit down and 
problem-solve,” said Klinger. “This event let us focus completely on the issues we think the entire 
cyber community should be addressing. We’re already seeing tangible benefits, like improvements 
we made in a past exercise thanks to similar collaboration.” 
For Squadron Leader Muhammad Azad, SO2 Cyber at the RAF’s 11 Group Air Command, the event 
highlighted the growing urgency of international collaboration in cyberspace. 
“The threats we face are agnostic of borders,” said Azad. “They’re growing faster than any one 
country can manage alone. Events like this ensure that we stand together as modern, interoperable 
partners ready to respond.” 
Participants also discussed improvements to defensive collaboration tools, including “the Arsenal,” 
a compendium of cyber defense tactics and software developed by U.S. Air Force cyber teams. Talks 
focused on expanding the platform to allow Five Eyes allies to contribute and benefit from the 
collective knowledge base. 

Cyber professionals from the United States, United 
Kingdom, and Canada pose for a group photo during a Cyber 
Skill Share event at the Cyberspace Capabilities Center on 
Scott Air Force Base, July 17, 2025. Hosted by the 835th 
Cyberspace Operations Squadron, the multinational 
engagement aimed to strengthen allied partnerships, enhance 
interoperability, and exchange innovative approaches to 
evolving cybersecurity challenges. (U.S. Air Force photo by 
Senior Airman Tyler Moody) 
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“The reality is that our adversaries will exploit the weakest link,” said Rhys Taylor, a Canadian cyber 
mission assurance expert. “By lifting each other up and sharing knowledge quickly, we create a 
stronger collective defense.” 
Beyond military applications, participants acknowledged the impact cyber attacks can have on 
civilian life, emphasizing the importance of cyber education and infrastructure resilience. 
“It’s not just about mission assurance,” Taylor said. “When everyday systems go down—banking, 
water, power—that’s when the public feels it. Strengthening our cyber partnerships helps ensure that 
life continues smoothly, even in the face of these evolving threats.” 
As the event concluded, attendees left with fresh insight, strengthened professional relationships, 
and a renewed commitment to defending the cyber domain. 
“These relationships matter,” said Capt. Cooper Ramos, cyber threat vulnerability interdiction flight 
commander with the 75 IS. “When we train and learn alongside our partners, we’re better prepared 
for the future fight—not just for today’s threats, but for what’s coming next.” 

******************************************************************************* 

TEAM BEALE CONDUCTS 
HISTORIC U-2 DRAGON LADY FLIGHT, 

11 YEARS IN THE MAKING 
Adapted from an article by Fredrick A. Brown, 9th RW, published 1 August 2025 

BEALE AIR FORCE BASE, CA—On the evening of 31 July, a TU-2S Dragon Lady from the 9th 
Reconnaissance Wing (RW) took off from Beale Air Force Base (AFB) to begin a flight unlike any 
the U-2 airframe had done before. Seventy years after the very first Lockheed U-2 Dragon Lady’s 
accidental maiden flight in 1955 by Tony LeVier over Groom Lake, Nevada, the U-2 would finish 
the longest single flight this platform had ever attempted, flying across all 48 contiguous states of 
the United States. 
An icon of the Cold War, the U-2 continues to provide high altitude ISR operations in support of the 
U.S. national defense mission, along with key roles in disaster relief and search and rescue 
operations. Capable of long flights at altitudes above 70,000 feet, the U-2 now pushed itself beyond 
its known limits. 
When the Dragon Lady landed the next day at Beale AFB, it had flown longer than 14 hours and 
traveled over 6,000 nautical miles, breaking the endurance records for an aircraft of its class. 
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“This flight is historic, and it is fitting that it was planned and flown by aircrew from the 1st 
Reconnaissance Squadron, America’s longest-serving flying unit,” said Lt. Col. John “JESTER” 
Mattson, 1st Reconnaissance Squadron (RS) commander. “The character of war is changing, but our 

extreme ownership of our mission to 
build aircrew ready to exploit and 
dominate the electromagnetic spectrum 
and win, will never change. We 
continue to hone our combat 
competencies showcasing Beale’s 
capacity as a power projection platform 
to rapidly respond to adversary actions 
anywhere in the world.” 
The pilots chosen were Cory 
“ULTRALORD” Bartholomew, 1st RS 
assigned flight safety officer and U-2 
instructor pilot, and Lt. Col. 
“JETHRO”, 1st RS instructor pilot and 
U-2 chief pilot, which also meant this 
flight had the most U-2 flight 
experience combined in a single U-2 
cockpit. “ULTRALORD” and 
“JETHRO” hold the records for the 
highest amount of U-2 flight hours. The 
flight itself maxed out the operational 
range of the U-2 and placed the pilots 
at the edge of their physiological limit. 
 
“11 years ago, I realized just how far 
we could hypothetically fly the U-2 if 

we really wanted to push its limits to see just what it could do,” said “ULTRALORD”. “Now that 
we’re on the 70th anniversary of the U-2, 70 years at 70,000 feet, it seemed right to demonstrate the 
true capability of this aircraft”. 
Such flights, however, remain hypothetical without precision mission planning to figure out how to 
turn it into a reality. Planning and coordinating flight routes, choosing emergency refueling stops, 
and accounting for factors such as winds, temperatures, altitudes and not crossing a border into the 
wrong air space is the realm of mission planners like Stephen “SCOTCH” Johnson. 
“I’m proud to be a part of this record flight and put ULTRALORD’s vision into reality”, said 
Johnson, 1st RS mission planner. “This flight’s length makes it more difficult than usual so there 
were special challenges to overcome in its planning”. 

U.S. Air Force members of the 9th AMXS prepare a 9th RW 
TU-2S Dragon Lady piloted by Cory “ULTRALORD” 
Bartholomew, 1st RS assigned flight safety officer and U-2 
instructor pilot, and Lt. Col. “JETHRO”, 1st RS instructor 
pilot and U-2 chief pilot, at Beale AFB, CA, 1 Aug 25. 
“ULTRALORD” and “JETHRO”’s flight took place on the 
70th anniversary of the U-2’s first flight and broke the 
endurance records for the U-2, flying longer than 14 hours 
and traveled over 6,000 nautical miles. This flight tested the 
capabilities of the U-2 and its pilots to its limit and showcased 
Beale AFB’s capacity as a power projection platform to 
rapidly respond to adversary actions anywhere in the world. 
(U.S. Air Force photo by Senior Airman Frederick A. Brown) 
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This flight was also instrumental in improving the 1st RS’s relatively new mission planning software 
to plan for more complex missions. The software has not been used for a flight this long before, or 
with so many factors to account for. 
Beyond testing the limits of the U-2 or 
the mission planning software, this 
historic flight would also pose unique 
challenges to the many personnel it 
takes to conduct U-2 operations. 
Alongside the pilots and mission 
planner, members of the 9th 
Physiological Support Group 
(PSPTS), and the 9th Aircraft 
Maintenance Squadron (AMXS) 
found themselves overcoming and 
adjusting for the parameters of a 
record-breaking U-2 flight. 
The 9th PSPTS provides the 
specialized support needed for U-2 
pilots to fly at such daunting altitudes, 
such as maintenance of the high-
altitude full pressure suits that protect 
the pilots. The 9th AMXS maintain the 
U-2 fleet, providing needed repairs for the aircraft and preparing them for flight, earning them the 
nickname “Dragon Keepers”. 
“We already have to be perfect on every single flight, so with this one it just meant maintaining that 
standard of excellence,” said Technical Sgt. Christopher Burdi, 9th PSPTS physiological support 
detachment launch recovery team. “We had to ensure no incidents would occur for a longer flight 
than ever before, and that required more care, and more resources than usual, but it was nothing we 
couldn’t handle or continue to. Like I said, we’re already used to performing at a level of perfection.” 
That same standard of excellence also applies to maintenance work by the 9th AMXS. One single 
mistake could cost the pilot’s life and the aircraft, as special precautions were taken to ensure the 
expected durability and longevity of the U-2. 
In addition to truly showcasing the capabilities of the famed U-2 aircraft, this flight served to honor 
its 70-year legacy. It paid tribute to all those who had gone before and earned the privilege to be a 
member of the U-2 community. The Dragon Lady is one of the most difficult planes to fly due to its 
unique design, requiring a chase car to assist in landing. Just over 1,000 pilots have qualified to fly 
this aircraft, making it a tight-knit community. 

Cory “ULTRALORD” Bartholomew and Lt. Col. 
“JETHRO” celebrate after landing a 9th Reconnaissance 
Wing TU-2S Dragon Lady at Beale AFB, CA. (U.S. Air Force 
photo by Senior Airman Frederick A. Brown) 
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As part of this tribute, the flight also honored fallen U-2 
pilots who made the ultimate sacrifice to their country by 
including specific flight paths over certain states, such as 
over the homes of families these pilots are remembered 
by. This was emphasized by “ULTRALORD” after he 
touched down, noting the U-2 mission is only possible 
from the team efforts of all those serving today and all 
those who have come before. 
“The incredible thing about this flight is that it shows not 
only the capabilities of the U-2, but that of our Air Force’s most important asset, it’s people”, said 
Col. Keagan McLeese, 9th Reconnaissance Wing commander. “Our Airmen demonstrated they are 
mission-ready in using the skills, adaptability, and innovation it takes to generate global air power.” 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
  

Cory “ULTRALORD” Bartholomew, 
1st RS assigned flight safety officer and 
U-2 instructor pilot, and Lt. Col. 
“JETHRO”, 1st RS instructor pilot and 
U-2 chief pilot, pose with all the members 
who made their flight possible, including 
from the 9th RW, 1st RS, 9th PSPTS, and 
9th AMXS, after landing a TU-2S Dragon 
Lady at Beale AFB, CA, 1 Aug 25. 
“ULTRALORD” and “JETHRO”’s 
flight took place on the 70th anniversary 
of the U-2’s first flight and broke the 
endurance records for the U-2, flying 
longer than 14 hours and traveled over 
6,000 nautical miles. This flight tested the 
capabilities of the U-2 and its pilots to its 
limit and showcased Beale AFB’s 
capacity as a power projection platform 
to rapidly respond to adversary actions 
anywhere in the world. (U.S. Air Force 
photo by Senior Airman Frederick A. 
Brown) 
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Alamo Chapter 
San Antonio, TX 

Ken Williams, President 
(Inputs and Photos by Ken Williams) 

Chapter Meeting, 19 June 2025 
The San Antonio Chapter of the FTVA held their monthly meeting at the Alamo Café Restaurant 
on IH10 on 19 June 2025. Seventeen members enjoyed fellowship and lunch. President Ken 
Williams called the meeting to order at 1200. We were happily surprised to welcome Dottie France 
and Ed Barnes to the luncheon. Not much to report as most people are either on or soon to begin 
their summer vacations. The lack of participation in the Spring Social/Picnic was discussed, and 

our next meeting is set for the same location and time on 
17 July 2025. There being no further business, we 
enjoyed fellowship until 1345. 

Members Present 
Bob and Donna Crabtree 

Ron and Kay Weaver 
Doug and Anne Williams 
Ken and Shiela Williams 
Ken and Judy Maynard 

Dennis Rassmussen 
Dan Martin 
Pete Siegel 

Greg Mahoney 
Dottie France 

Ed Barnes 
Paul Turner 

 
 
 
  

FTVA CHAPTER NEWS 
Forward your chapter inputs at any time, monthly, weekly or all at once, to Dennis Buxton, RIT Editor, at 

newsletter@ftva.us or dennis.buxton@me.com. Please include captions and names on all photos submitted. 
Submissions can be in any form or format, and I will edit. 

FTVA Chapter Member Dennis “Rass” 
Rassmussen in front of the Alamo Chapter 
poster board logo accompanied by the  
description of FTVA and its mission. 

mailto:newsletter@ftva.us
mailto:dennis.buxton@me.com
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ABOVE (l-r, front to back): Doug Williams, Ken Maynard, Anne Williams, Judy 
Maynard, Dottie France, Ed Barnes, and Greg Mahoney 

ABOVE (l-r, front to back): Shiela Williams, Donna Crabtree, Bob Crabtree, Paul 
Turner, Pete Siegel, Dan Martin, Kay Weaver, Dennis Rassmussen, and Ron 
Weaver 
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Alamo Chapter Meeting, 17 July 2025 
The San Antonio Chapter of the FTVA held their monthly meeting at the Alamo Café Restaurant 
on IH10 on 17 July 2025. Sixteen members and one guest enjoyed fellowship and lunch. President 
Ken Williams called the meeting to order at 1200. Many people are currently on summer vacation 
and out of town. The recent flood disaster in Kerrville and the Hill Country was discussed, as were 
the pending funeral arrangements for Col (ret) Kirk Mardis, who recently passed away. The 
upcoming FTVA October events were mentioned: the Golf Tournament, Hall of Honor Induction 
ceremony, Remembrance ceremony, and Banquet. Our next get-together will be on 21 August, 
same location and time. There being no further business, we enjoyed fellowship until 1345. 
Members present: 

Bob and Donna Crabtree 
Jessie and Clara Coultrap 
Doug and Anne Williams 
Bill and Shirley Francis 

Ken Williams 
Dan Martin 
Pete Siegel 
Chris Cook 

Al Daugherty 
Richard Yanagimoto 

John Lopes, accompanied by his grandson, Camdon 
Mike Berning 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 

  

RIGHT (l-r), Mike Berning, Clara Coultrap, 
and Jesse Coultrap at the 17 July meeting of 
the FTVA’s Alamo Chapter. 
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LEFT (l-r), Camdon (grandson of John 
Lopes), John Lopes and Richard 
Yanagimoto posing for photographer 
Ken Williams at the Alamo Chapter 
meeting. 

RIGHT (left side, front to back) Alamo 
Chapter meeting attendees Shirley 
Frances, Donna Crabtree, Doug and 
Anne Williams. And (back to front) Al 
Daugherty, Chris Cook, Pete Siegel, and 
Bob Crabtree.  
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Alamo Chapter Meeting, 21 August 2025 
The San Antonio Chapter of the FTVA held their monthly meeting at the Alamo Café Restaurant on 
IH10 on 21 August 2025. President Ken Williams called the meeting to order at Noon and 23 
members enjoyed fellowship and lunch. The following members were present. 

New FTVA Hats: Ted Colquhoun introduced the 
new hats with the new FTVA logo which should be 
ready for donation/purchase next month. The 
suggested donation amount will be $25 per hat. 
October Reunion Notes: Ted also highlighted the 
upcoming anniversary events in October and 
solicited members to finalize reservations to the 
Banquet as soon as possible. Ticket prices are $40 for 
a very nice meal and evening at the Gateway Club. 
Support the ALS Cure: Chris Cook provided 
information about supporting upcoming events to 
raise awareness about the disease ALS (commonly 
called Lou Gehrig disease) and how it is affecting one 
of our members. 
Our next get-together will be 18 September, same 
location and time. We will not meet in October since 
our anniversary activities occur then. There being no 

further business, we enjoyed fellowship until 1345. 
 
 

 
 
 
 
  

ABOVE: Starting on left side and going around 
the table: Bob Crabtree, Donna Crabtree, 
Vince Colacicco, Elise Colacicco, Ron Haygood 
(standing), Ron Weaver, Kaye Weaver, Anne 
Williams, Doug Williams, and Dennis 
Rassmussen. 

RIGHT: Left side and going around the 
table: Richard Yanagimoto (peeking in), 
John Lopes, Alan Daugherty, Greg 
Mahoney, Pete Siegel, Dottie France, 
Darby Stacey (end of the table), Ted 
Colquhoun (standing), Ed Barnes, Chris 
Cook, Dan Martin, and Andy Smith 
(modeling the new hat). 
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******************************************************************************* 

 
Heritage Chapter 

San Angelo, TX 
Ronald ‘JJ’ Graham, President 

Chapter Contact: waynebascom@gmail.com 
 
 

 

Honoring Veterans of the Vietnam EC-47 Mission 
Earlier this year, a couple of Heritage Chapter members 
participated in the annual Fall of Saigon Party (FOSP) held in 
Washington, D.C. During that event we discovered that the 
group leadership had the names of many Doggers read into the 
congressional record, honoring their service. Upon return to San 
Angelo the Heritage Chapter thought it would be a great idea, 
while the U.S. Government Vietnam War veteran recognition 
program is still ongoing, to have a statement about the EC-47 
mission written into the Congressional Record. Larry Miller 
provided Tom Nurre with a sample from the FOSP. Tom took 
that information and asked some stalwart EC-47 ARDF guys 
about putting something together for our Congressman Pfluger 
to read into the record in tribute to them…and to have it for the 
6994th Security Squadron reunion in Ohio from August 15th to 
17th of this year. The following named 6994th veterans helped 
with the finished narrative: Joe Martin, Bill Francis, and Rick 
Yeh. Mrs. Kathy Keane, daughter of Vietnam Veteran Gary 
Taylor, is the San Angelo Regional Director of Congressman 
August Pfluger’s office. She was instrumental in transmitting 

our request and the final tribute narrative to the Washington D.C. Staff. The tribute was read into the 
congressional record on August 12, 2025. Kudos to the ARDF veterans and all those involved in 
applying the outstanding FOSP effort to our local programs. The text is as follows: 
  

Congressman August Pfluger 
official photo courtesy 

Congressman August Pfluger) 

mailto:waynebascom@gmail.com
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"HONORING THE 6994TH SECURITY SQUADRON OF THE UNITED STATES AIR 
FORCE SECURITY SERVICE, ALONG WITH THE 360TH, 361ST, AND 362ND 
TACTICAL ELECTRONIC WARFARE SQUADRONS 

HON. AUGUST PFLUGER 
of Texas 

in the House of Representatives 
Tuesday, August 12, 2025 

 Mr. PFLUGER. Mr. Speaker, it is my great honor to rise today to recognize and commend the 
distinguished service of the 6994th Security Squadron of the United States Air Force Security 
Service, along with the 360th, 361st, and 362nd Tactical Electronic Warfare Squadrons. These 
squadrons executed highly classified and dangerous missions aboard the venerable EC-47 aircraft to 
meet the intelligence requirements of the Military Assistance Command and the Central Intelligence 
Agency in the operating areas of Vietnam, Laos, and Cambodia. 
 These integrated aircrews flew out of Tan Son Nhut, Nha Trang, Pleiku, Phu Cat, and Da Nang 
Air Bases in the Republic of Vietnam, as well as Nakhon Phanom and Ubon Royal Thai Air Force 
Bases in Thailand, from 1966 to 1974. 
 The 6994th Security Squadron was primarily composed of enlisted logistical and maintenance 
personnel, intelligence analysts, Morse intercept operators, and cryptologic linguist mission 
specialists. These professionals maintained and operated state-of-the-art airborne radio direction 
finding (ARDF) equipment aboard the EC-47 aircraft, used to detect, identify, and geolocate low-
powered enemy transmitters on the battlefield. They also collected critical signals and 
communications intelligence about enemy plans and movements. 
 Working closely with the aircraft navigator, the mission specialists were able to geolocate 
enemy radio transmitters, often within a 200-meter radius, and determine the identity of enemy units. 
When priority targets were detected and confirmed, their locations and identifications were relayed 
to ground commanders for decisive action. During its tenure in Vietnam, the 6994th earned five Air 
Force Outstanding Unit Awards with Valor, two Presidential Unit Citations, and the Vietnam 
Gallantry Cross with Palm Device. It remains the most highly decorated squadron in the command 
from its origins in the United States Air Force Security Service to its current configuration as the 
16th Air Force. Their success came at a high cost; 17 members of the squadron were killed in action 
during the conflict. 
 The 360th, 361st, and 362nd Tactical Electronic Warfare Squadrons were co-located with their 
6994th counterparts and provided the pilots, navigators, and maintenance personnel necessary to 
operate and sustain the EC-47 aircraft. In flight, pilots controlled the aircraft while navigators 
coordinated with enlisted mission specialists to take electronic lines of bearing on specific enemy 
radio transmissions. These lines were then plotted on maps to pinpoint the exact location of enemy 
transmitters. Like the 6994th, the Tactical Electronic Warfare Squadrons also endured significant 
sacrifice, losing 19 members during the war. 
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 As integrated teams, these squadrons provided battlefield intelligence that was vital for ground 
commanders to plan offensive and defensive operations. It has been reported that, thanks to 
intelligence provided by the ARDF program, many attacks on friendly forces were mitigated, and up 
to 95 percent of B-52 strikes during the Vietnam conflict were influenced by data collected through 
the program. 
 Even today, much of the work and results of the Airborne Radio Direction Finding program 
in Vietnam remain classified. Nonetheless, their impact on the success of the war effort and the 
broader mission of safeguarding the interests of the United States and the free world is undeniable. 
 Today, we honor the professionalism, dedication, and courage of the airmen of the 6994th 
Security Squadron and the 360th, 361st, and 362nd Tactical Electronic Warfare Squadrons, whose 
work in executing the Airborne Radio Direction Finding program provided critical intelligence to 
ground commanders during the conflict in Southeast Asia. May the legacy of their service and 
sacrifice be remembered and honored." 
******************************************************************************* 

Heritage Chapter Continues 
Recognition of Homebound Vietnam Veterans 

Story by Larry Miller 
Photos Courtesy of Heritage Chapter 

The Heritage Chapter has now completed its mission to honor 23 homebound veterans served by the Meals 
For the Elderly here in San Angelo as well as a few neighboring communities. The heroes we awarded 
50th Anniversary Commemoration of the Vietnam War certificates and lapel pins served in many various 
roles in Uncle Sam's Armed Forces. All served with distinction in all the duties they performed during this 
turbulent time in our nation's history. We met with veterans that had served in all four military branches 
that participated in the Vietnam War.  
Included in these were an Army draftee that served out his two years guarding a facility in Alaska; another 
that never left Fort Leonard Wood (AKA Fort "Lost in the Woods"); a female Marine posted to California 
during her six years of active duty; and a combat veteran that slogged his way through the Mekong Delta 
in the Republic of Vietnam as a combat radio operator. Many were the war stories we shared with each 
other, and yes, on several occasions there were tears shared by both husbands and wives. To a person, they 
were amazed and struck by the fact that anyone would remember, much less honor, them for serving 
during America's most controversial war. Several even told war stories of the less than enthusiastic 
greetings when they returned from serving and proudly wearing their country's uniforms! 
The Heritage Chapter is indebted to Meals For the Elderly folks for assisting in this memorable effort. In 
many ways, we feel blessed to have had this privilege to provide all these veterans with the honors they 
should have received some 50 years ago as well as a proper "Welcome Home" from the United States 
Congress, local veteran service organizations including the Heritage Chapter, and a grateful nation. 
The below pictures commemorate this worthwhile event.  
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Heritage Chapter Meals for the Elderly - Latest Presentations 

 
Larry Polk 

 
Manuel Gonzales  

 
Frank White 

 
Elihu Pierce 

 

 
Frank Boyce 

 

 
Jerry Privett 

 

 
Larry Robinson 

 

 
James Dwyer 

 

 
Vernon Joe Anderson  

 

 
John Reyes 

 

 
Beverly Ann Godfrey  

 

 
Tillman Staggs 

 

 
Jimmy Pullen 

 

 
Jose Barrera 

 

 
Kenneth Hudec  
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Goodfellow AFB Change of Command 
According to Goodfellow AFB Public Affairs, "Matthew A. “NIMo” Norton took command of the 17th 
Training Wing at Goodfellow Air Force Base, succeeding Col. Angelina Maguinness during a formal 
change of command ceremony at the Parade Field. Maguinness, who is departing for a new assignment at 
the Pentagon, expressed gratitude for her team, family and the San Angelo community." 
Prior to the Change of Command Col 
Maguinness had a casual farewell party 
for all her supporters and friends during 
her tenure as the 17th Training Wing 
Commander. She was a good friend of the 
Heritage Chapter and accordingly we 
presented her with a token of our 
appreciation. Tom Nurre put together a 
presentation containing replicas of the 
bronze plates installed in her honor at the 
Memorial Plaza outside Wing Hqs. Col 
Maguinness was previously the Training 
Group Commander on Goodfellow, so she 
has a singular distinction of having two 
plates in the plaza, one for each command 
position. JJ presented the gift to her and 
reported that she was deeply moved. 
 
 
 
 
 
  

U.S. Air Force Maj. Gen. Matthew Davidson, 2nd Air Force 
commander, passes the guidon to Col. Matthew Norton, 17th 
TRW commander, upon assuming command during the change 
of command ceremony at Goodfellow Air Force Base, Texas, July 
17, 2025. The mission of the 17th TRW is to train, transform and 
empower joint and coalition warriors. (U.S. Air Force photo by 
Senior Airman Evelyn D’Errico) 
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Heritage Chapter June Social 
Submitted by Wayne Bascom 

The Heritage Chapter convened their Spring 
social at the historic Miss Hattie's Restaurant in 
Downtown San Angelo. Eighteen members and 
guests attended and enjoyed a fine meal with 
war story appetizers. JJ managed to insert a 
quick business meeting into the affair before 
dinner was served. We deeply appreciate the 
opportunity to share with our families and 
especially our surviving spouses. 

 
 
 

 
 
 

 
 
 
 

 
 
 

 
 
  

RIGHT: Right: (L-R) Wayne Bascom, JJ, Rick 
Premo, Tom Nurre, Larry Mills, Micky Mills, and 
Sherry Kirner 

LEFT: (L-R) David Martin (Hidden), Larry 
Miller Diane Ross, Marc Kirner, and Scott Dickson 

RIGHT: (L-R) Pat Miller, Susan Frost, John 
Frost, and Harriet Samad 
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Gourmet Grilled Cheese? 
Submitted by Wayne Bascom 
Images by Heritage Chapter 

Unbeknownst to the Heritage Chapter, Tom Nurre claims to 
hold the title of World Class Grilled Cheese chef. To judge 
that claim, several chapter members, claiming to be formage 
connoisseurs with very delicate olfactory senses, convened at 
his home recently for an official taste-a-thon. Tom's 5-cheese 
sandwiches and tomato soup combo was indeed a hit! Tom 
figures to combine his culinary prowess with a locale featuring 
refreshing beverages and has transformed a portion of his 
home into a casual cafe, which will soon be complete with 
appropriate inventory and wall signage.  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
  

RIGHT: Renowned “Maitre Fromager” Tom Nurre at work in 
his cheese lab. BELOW: Cheese Gourmands smile in 
appreciation of this culinary delight. Depicted (l-r) are Rick 
Premo, Gary, Taylor, Larry Miller, and Wayne Bascom. In the 
rear (l-r) are Tom Nurre and Sandi Ryan. 
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San Angelo Holds a 'Fess'-tival 
Story by Larry Miller 

Photos by Heritage Chapter 

"On August 16, 2025, the Fess Parker fan club branch of the Heritage Chapter participated in the 2nd 
Annual Fess Parker 'Fess'-tival held at Fort Concho in San Angelo. Fess Elisha Parker, star of both Walt 
Disney’s Davy Crockett movies and as Daniel Boone on the long-running 1970s TV series “Daniel 
Boone”, spent his entire childhood and adolescence in 
San Angelo. He attended elementary school here and 
graduated from old San Angelo High School before 
enlisting in the Navy in 1943. Following his honorable 
service, Fess attended Hardin-Simmons University and  
the University of Texas where he developed a 
“hankerin” to try film acting. And the rest is history! 
Fess was selected by Walt Disney to play the lead role 
in the “Davy Crockett” movies that started the biggest 
fad to hit in United States up to that time. 
Armed with their extensive knowledge and thorough 
research of Fess Parker, Davy Crockett, and Daniel 
Boone, our four notable history savants - Rick Primo, 
“JJ” Graham, Wayne Bascom, and Larry Miller - acted 
as docents and judges during the event bringing 
attention and recognition of the life and legacy of one 

of San Angelo’s World War II veterans and its 
greatest celebrity. Furthermore, they provided 
invaluable display items from the 1950s and 60s 
including “JJ”s priceless collection of Davy 
Crockett cards, a certified document signed by 
Fess Parker, and a coonskin cap alleged worn by 
the man himself. Following a showing of one of 
Fess’ most popular films, “The Great 
Locomotive Chase”, the fan club ended the event 
leading the crowd in an “a capella” rendition of 
the “Ballad Of Davy Crockett”. Lots of photos 
were taken including one with JJ, Wayne, and 
Larry, wearing official coonskin caps, posing 

with a life-size (6’ 5”) standee of Fess, “Davy, Davy Crockett, King of the Wild Frontier”! 
***********************************************************************************  

JJ Graham, Wayne Bascom, and Larry Miller 
Pose with Fess Parker, San Angelo’s Favorite Son. 

Rick Premo checking out the Fess Parker mural. 
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********************************************************************************** 

Mid-Atlantic Region Chapter 
Fort George G. Meade, MD 

Jerry Gething, President 
Chapter Contact: sharong@thefrizzellhome.us 

 
 

FTVA MARC Planning Fall Social 
Submitted by Jerry Gething 

The Mid-Atlantic Region Chapter (MARC) is planning a 
Fall Social Event – in person – on November 8th, 2025!!! 
The event will be held at the Mission BBQ, located at 5506 
Cherrywood Ln, Greenbelt, MD 20770 and will start at 
1300. We will accept a nominal fee to help offset the cost of 
the meals and plan to get additional information out to our 
membership shortly via FACEBOOK, EMAIL, as well as 
other social media. We look forward to seeing our members 
and their guests there to share in some much-needed 
camaraderie, good (or bad)-natured ribbing and embellished 
story telling! Reach out and let us know you can make it! 

FTVA Business Plan. The MARC 
stayed busy over the last couple of 
months assisting with the 
development of the FTVA Business 
Plan and Implementation Plan. We’re 
hopeful the Board of Directors and 
Chapters weigh in on the plans and 
continue to develop them into a good 
roadmap for the future of the FTVA! 
We’re looking forward to putting 
more meat to the bones on that and 
learning more at the General 
Membership meeting in October in 
San Antonio! 

The Unofficial Watering Hole of the 
MARC Chapter for social events and 
meetings. 

Trish Gething and other MARC members enjoying the 
ambience during a recent MARC social event. 

mailto:sharong@thefrizzellhome.us
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Officer Elections. We are now seeking nominations for the President and Treasurer positions within 
the Chapter, with elections to take place within the next couple of months. Please consider tossing 
your name in the hat to help the chapter progress through the next couple of years. The FTVA Board 
of Directors has big plans to move the entire organization forward and it’s a great time to be assisting 
the chapter and leading the way! 
‘Til then, reach out when you can! 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
*********************************************************************************** 
  

“Tom and Jerry” errr, I mean Tom and Jim, stalwart MARC members mugging for the camera during 
the previous Spring Social event at Mission Bar BBQ. 
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******************************************************************************* 

Rocky Mountain Chapter 
Colorado Springs, CO 

Greg Roman and Stan Cook Co-Presidents 
Chapter Contact: g.eichelberger08@yahoo.com 

 
 
 

The Rocky Mountain Chapter met 
on Wednesday, 20 August for our 
regularly scheduled monthly 
meeting. After having met on 
Thursdays for most of the Spring 
and early Summer, we resumed our 
Wednesday routine. The Chapter 
budget was briefed, and Greg 
Roman offered that a portion of the 
Annual Rhinos Golf Classic 
proceeds would also be made 
available to support Chapter 
expenses. We discussed our 
involvement in the Vietnam 
Commemoration Committee and 
the possibility of doing one final 
recognition ceremony. The 
National recognition process is 
coming to an end this year, so we 
may have to rely on our legacy 
stash of memorabilia to share. 
Dennis Daniels took for action the 

task of asking the local VFW Chapter if there are any Vets who still have not been recognized. Our next 
meeting should fall on 17 Sep 2025, at our regular haunts: Rhinos Sports and Spirits, Colorado Springs. If 
you happen to be in town, feel free to join us. 
--Cheers, Ike Eichelberger 
******************************************************************************* 
  

Left to right: Ike Eichelberger, Stan Cook, Dennis Daniels, B. J. 
Shwedo, James "Chappy" Chappelear and Greg Roman 

mailto:g.eichelberger08@yahoo.com
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Wasatch Chapter 
Salt Lake City, UT 

Jacob Scheid, President 
Chapter Contact: lawson.scott1@gmail.com 

 
 
 

Chapter Supports Family Palooza 2025 
Submitted by Jacob Scheid 

Over August drill weekend, the 151st ISR Group, supported by the Wasatch Chapter of the FTVA, 
which generously donated to provide lunch for ISR 
Group families, kicked off Family Palooza 2025, a 
vibrant celebration that brought together Airmen, 
families, and the community to showcase the 151st 
Wing’s strength and unity. More than a summer 
event, it highlighted our mission’s heart—readiness 
rooted in connection—through aircraft displays, 
hands-on unit demonstrations, a resource fair, and 
food trucks. “Our mission starts at home,” said Col. 
Doug Foster, commander, 151st Wing. “The support 
from families and community partners fuels our 
readiness and relevance.” 

Upcoming 169 IS Anniversary. Mark your calendars 
for 2027, when we’ll celebrate the 40th anniversary of 
the 169th Intelligence Squadron with a special event 

honoring our legacy and future. More details to follow in the coming year. 

Monthly Meetings Slated. We’re excited to announce that we’ve kicked off regular monthly 
meetups! Join us on the last Thursday of every month at 11:00 AM at: Don Daniel’s Mexican Grill 
& Cantina, 1017 N 900 W, Salt Lake City, UT 84116. If you’re in the area, come hang out, grab 
some great food, and catch up with the gang. No RSVP needed—just show up! 

The pics on the following pages display some of the events to be enjoyed at the Family Palooza. 

Part of chapter member Shawn Heckman's 
Clan strapping in and ready for takeoff at the 
151st ISR Group's Family Palooza 2025 held 
last August. Hang on tight, kids! 

mailto:lawson.scott1@gmail.com
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******************************************************************************* 
  



Remain In Touch                                                                                                                                September 2025 

40 

 

Aloha Chapter 

Honolulu, HI 
John “Tilly” Toillion, President 

Chapter Contact: alohatilly@hawaii.rr.com 

 
Aloha All – “We’re B-A-C-K!!!! 
After a brief hiatus Ken Een and I met for breakfast at our local Zippy’s with Fred Romero who just 
signed up as our newest FTVA-Aloha Chapter member. 
Fred lives here on Oahu and is a former Russian linguist. Fred was assigned as an MA to the 6990th 
Security Group at Kadena from August 1983 through December 1986. Fred left active duty and 

transitioned into the AF Reserves as an 
Individual Augmentee (IMA). He 
currently works for Hawaiian Tel here 
on Oahu. (Note: I (Tilly) met Fred for 
the first time when he stopped by my 
townhouse to discuss installing Fioptics 
in my housing association. Chit plus 
chat brought out that we were both 
former USAFSS alumni. I shared with 
him about FTVA and he immediately 
said, “Where do I sign up?”)  
Discussion topics at our breakfast 
included identifying those we know in 
common as well as those who reside 
here in Hawaii. We agreed to make 
contact the ones who live here in Hawaii 
and to invite them to our next get-

together. We also shared with Fred the benefits of connecting with the VA as well as the benefits of 
signing up for TRICARE.  
As always, Aloha Chapter’s 'E komo mai.” (aka “Welcome”) mat is always out in case your travels 
bring you to this beautiful place called “Paradise.” 

“Aloha ā hui hou” – (until we meet again).  
 
******************************************************************************* 
  

Aloha Chapter Members (l-r) Ken Een, Tilly Toillion, and 
new chapter and FTVA Member Fred Romero 

mailto:alohatilly@hawaii.rr.com
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******************************************************************************* 

Gold Country Chapter 
Yuba City, CA 

John Aurelius, President 
Chapter Contact: jaurelius@mikodi.com 

 
Check Back in December! 

 
******************************************************************************* 

 
 

 
 

Join a Chapter Today! 
Contact information for each chapter 

is listed above. 
 
 

 
 
 
********************************************************************************** 
  

mailto:jaurelius@mikodi.com
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Tell a Story 
This new FTVA website enables one and all to "Tell A Story." Members can enter a story at 
https://ftva.us/TellAStory and see other posted stories at https://ftva.us/stories. This is meant to be a 
way to share stories of the adventures all of us had during our careers. Again, both are on the secure 
side of the site and require members to log in. The below is reprinted from the web site. 
Title: Radar Activity 
“So there we were…”: It was a slow swing shift. Nothing was happening in the north, as far as we 
could see. Suddenly US and ROK radar began picking up indications of several slower moving, low 
altitude aircraft traveling south directly towards the DMZ. The flight pattern and speeds were 
consistent with a group of AN-2s and it looked like it would be about 30 minutes or so before they 
reached the border. In the meantime, the radar WE were following wasn’t showing anything — not 
even a transport. We got a call from the pit: Gen Smotherman wants to see someone down here right 
now! I went down with my senior reporter and the aisle controller. The general wanted to know what 
was going on. The three of us sort of gave him the TAC salute, but with the greatest respect. “Sir, I 
don’t know what this is; but whatever it is, our radar is the only thing tracking it. I don’t know what 
to tell you. I can tell you that it isn’t bombers or fighters and probably not regular transport aircraft.” 
So, they sent up the F-16s to intercept whatever it was, which turned out to be migrating cranes. The 
North Koreans lodged an official protest over OUR aggression, and I learned a critical lesson about 
the importance of continuity at remote assignment locations. We should have KNOWN it was birds. 

Name: Sharon Frizzell 
Location (unit or base): 6903 ESS/ Osan AB / HTAAC 

Timeframe: Late summer 1985 
Shift/Aircraft: S&W  

******************************************************************************* 
Title: CC Visit after phoon evac! 
“So there we were…”: While stationed at Kadena, Okinawa, back in the mid-80s, a crew returned 
from a phoon evac to the PI. We got back to learn that the squadron commander had visited the 
barracks (building 144) for a safety check only to come up on one of the dormitory base phone books 
(normally bolted to the wall below the phone) was on fire – still had yellow flames coming from it. 
The commander was not amused! Hard to believe that the folks that remained on Kadena got in more 
trouble than the crew that evacuated to Clark AB. 

Name: Roy Burnett 
Location (unit or base): 6900 ESS, Kadena AB, Japan 

Timeframe: Mid-80s 
Shift/Aircraft: Days  

******************************************************************************* 

https://ftva.us/TellAStory
https://ftva.us/stories
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Title: Radio Call to USS Arkansas 
"So there we were...": I was the Airborne Mission Supervisor on an Operation Southern Watch 
mission. We were on orbit and getting ready to go feet wet (flying over water). I reached up to the 
radio wafer switch to call the USS Arkansas. The USS Arkansas was part of a USN Carrier Battle 
Group in the Gulf and I wanted to tell them who we were, our location and intentions. As I reached 
up, my Airborne Analyst slapped my wrist and stated "those are my radios and I will make the call." 
I told him I wanted to call the USS Arkansas and tell them where we are, location, altitude etc. So 
he turned the wafer switch and made the call "USS Arizona, USS Arizona, this is RIVET JOINT, 
location blah blah, altitude blah blah." I looked at him with surprise after he made the radio call. 
Almost immediately, the radio came to life again and we could hear laughing in the background and 
the voice said, "The USS Arizona is at the bottom of Pearl Harbor, but, this is the USS Arkansas, 
what can we do for you?" Needless to say, my AA did not talk on the radios the rest of the mission, 
he let me do it. 

Name: Larry Boyce 
Location (unit or base): 6975 ESS (P) 

Timeframe: Late 1991 
Shift/Aircraft: RC-135V/W Rivet Joint  
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Annual FTVA Reunion 16-18 Oct 25 

Mark your calendars for October 16-18, 2025, in San Antonio, TX, where our community will again 
come together for a series of meaningful events. Stay tuned for our next newsletter, which will 
announce the banquet guest speaker. The schedule is as follows: 
16 Oct 25 - 10:00 AM - Golf Tournament, Golf Club of Texas, Registration form on the ftva.us 
Website. Just scroll down and click on the Golf Tournament link. (POC – Bob Benitez) 
17 Oct 25 - 07:30 AM – Hall of Honor Induction Ceremony, HQ 16 AF, Larger Auditorium (POC 
– Greg Radabaugh) 
17 Oct 25 - 10:30 AM – Remembrance Ceremony, HQ 16 AF, Security Hill EC-47 Display (POC – 
Joe Figueroa) 
17 Oct 25 - 11:30 AM – 16 AF/FTVA Anniversary Picnic, Stapleton Park (Security Hill) (POC – 
Bill Brockmiller) 
18 Oct 25 - 10:00 AM - Annual Membership Meeting, Seaworld Courtyard Marriot, Westover 
Hills/Zoom (POC – Roy Burnett) 
18 Oct 25 - 5:30 PM – 16 AF/FTVA Anniversary Banquet, Gateway Club, Lackland AFB (POC – 
Ted Colquhoun) 

Ted Colquhoun is in charge of ticket sales and putting together the Hall of Honor tables and 
seating at the Gateway Club on Lackland for the Banquet. Ted needs a good idea of how many 
tables to reserve for attendees, and if you have specific people you'd like at your table(s). Tables 
are in the round and sit 8 people comfortably. 
Dress is coat and tie for men, dressy-dress for ladies. It is unknown to many what "dressy-dress" 
is, but the ladies undoubtedly know. 
Banquet tickets cost $40 apiece. A copy of the menu is below. It is a very nice event and features 
a guest speaker and allows a lot of time for visiting with friends, family, and photos. So, if you 

REUNIONS & 
ANNOUNCEMENTS 

https://ftva.us/
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can make it, please let Ted know asap. His email is: ted.colquhoun13@gmail.com. October 18th 
may seem a ways off, but we have to let the Gateway Club know the number of attendees for 
planning purposes by 10 October. 

FTVA BANQUET MENU 
(Served Buffet style) 

Spring Blend Salad with crumbled  
Blue Cheese & Balsamic Vinaigrette 

Beef Tenderloin with Bordelaise Sauce 
Breast of Chicken topped with Avocado,  

Tomato and Swiss-American Cheese 
Roasted Rosemary Potatoes 

Five Cheese Macaroni & Cheese 
Asparagus with Sliced Roasted Almonds 
Yeast Rolls & Butter (Served with Salad) 

Dessert Flower (Cinnamon Tortilla Shell with  
Vanilla Ice Cream, topped with  

Pecan/Coconut/Carmel and Fanned Strawberry) 
Iced Tea, and Served Coffee 

 
 
  

mailto:ted.colquhoun13@gmail.com
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PROP WASH GANG PLUS M-EVERY LINGUIST, SIGS, DBOPS, 7 MAINTAINERS 

Prop Wash Gang+++  
Reunion Activities 15-19 October 2025 

HOST HOTEL: COURTYARD WESTOVER HILLS 

Date Time Activity 

Wednesday, October 15 5 PM Besos y Abrazos Icebreaker (pay as you go) – Courtyard Westover 
Hills 

Thursday, October 16 10 AM FTVA golf tournament – for details and entry form: https://ftva.us/wp-
content/uploads/2025/07/ftva_golf_2025_entry_form_1.pdf  

Friday, October 17 0730 AM FTVA/16 AF Hall Of Honor Induction Ceremony – Bernard A. Larger 
Auditorium, Bldg 2007, JBSA – Lackland 

Friday, October 17 1030 AM Remembrance Ceremony, EC-47 in front of Bldg 2000, JBSA Lackland 
Friday, October 17 1130 AM FTVA/16 AF Picnic, JBSA-Lackland 

Friday, October 17 7 PM 

PWG + Everyone dinner; Garibaldi’s Mexican restaurant, 6938 
Military Drive West, San Antonio, TX. An open microphone will be 
available for those desiring to make presentations/recognition/Fallen 
Eagles (PWG, MKs, MIMIs, etc.); limit of 5 minutes per speaker! 
Your choice of a dinner from 4 menu offerings, chips, salsa, tea/water  
$30/person (BYOB) if you want beer or wine). 

Saturday, October 18 10 AM Annual FTVA Annual Membership Meeting; Courtyard Westover 
Hills Banquet Room 

Saturday, October 18 5:30 PM FTVA/16 AF Hall Of Honor Banquet (Please contact Lee Anthony and 
for help in arranging tickets). 

Sunday, October 19 NOON 

PWG + Everyone Picnic; MacArthur Park, 1611 NE Loop 410, San 
Antonio, Tx 78216; Guest Speaker: CMSGT (Retired) Rob Harrison! 
Catered by Smoke Shack BBQ; meal includes brisket, chicken, mac & 
cheese, potato salad, green beans, peach cobbler, banana pudding, and 
sweet/unsweet tea. $30/Person (BYOB Or BYO Cooler) 

 

PLEASE PAY IN ADVANCE 
We’ve had to secure dining rooms, park pavilions, and security personnel! 

Use any of the following methods/accounts: 
LEE ANTHONY (ZELLE) 

210-315-0868; for checks/US mail: 127 Burr Road, Unit 1 
San Antonio, TX 78209 

JEN ANTHONY (VENMO) – https://venmo.com/u/Jen-Anthony-4, 210-882-0898 
JUAN FLORES (ZELLE & VENMO) – 210-316-2303 

JIMMY AYALA (ZELLE & CashApp) – 210-365-3808; $jahoze 
 

https://ftva.us/wp-content/uploads/2025/07/FTVA_Golf_2025_Entry_Form_1.pdf
https://ftva.us/wp-content/uploads/2025/07/FTVA_Golf_2025_Entry_Form_1.pdf
https://venmo.com/u/Jen-Anthony-4
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FTVA Alumnae Night Planned 
 
Ladies Night! If you are a woman who served in USAFSS or any of its successor commands, as a 
military or civilian employee, this invitation is for you. Please join an informal group of us who are 
meeting to socialize, have a meal if desired and share our stories during the FTVA reunion. If you 
are interested, please contact CMSgt (ret) Susan Douglas at 210-823-7020 or SUSDGL6@aol.com 
to reserve a seat. Details are: 

Date: October 17, 2025 
Location: The Cottage Irish Pub 

Address: 3810 Broadway, San Antonio, 78209 
Start time: 4:30pm 

 

Again, contact CMSgt (ret) Susan Douglas at 210-823-7020 or SUSDGL6@aol.com to reserve your 
seat. 
******************************************************************************************** 

MIMI Call 
All AFCS’s are invited to MIMI Call (even MA’s!), which has become an extracurricular tradition 
each and every FTVA reunion season. If needed, contact Chris Norma, cwnorma@aol.com or Red 
Oregon (redoregon@gmail.com). Details are: 

Date: Friday, October 17, 2025 
Location: Bigz Burgers 151 

Address: 10106 Texas Hwy 151, San Antonio, TX 78251 
Start time: 1800 hours (CDT) 2300 Zulu 

 
  

mailto:SUSDGL6@aol.com
mailto:SUSDGL6@aol.com
mailto:cwnorma@aol.com
mailto:redoregon@gmail.com
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Vito Vets Meet Again! 
Submitted by Dennis “Rass” Rassmussen 

 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
  

The San Vito group provides an opportunity for its Veterans to get together and tell tall stories about "back 
in the day." Although the photo shows San Vito Vets enjoying their monthly get together last June at 
Applebee's restaurant (W1604L @Bandera Rd.), the Vito Vets met again on July 29 to continue the 
tradition Again, depicted left to right are Bob Andress, Rick Sassaman, Jim Gonzalez, Dennis Rassmussen, 
Bill Etherton, Bert Pickell and Ed Klem. 



Remain In Touch                                                                                                                                September 2025 

49 

We want to extend our heartfelt thanks to each and every one of you who has contributed to the 
Vigilant Partner program this year. Your generous support is the lifeblood of our organization, and 
it enables us to make a meaningful impact. There’s still an opportunity for you to create change for 
our Airmen, the Remembrance Ceremony, Golf Tournament, and the Hall of Honor. To date, VP 
has collected over $6,000 and will continue to welcome new partners until 15 October 2025. 
After each year’s ceremony, we proudly showcase the names of our new partners, and we are excited 
to honor both fresh faces and our longstanding supporters as we continue to strengthen the 16 AF 
Alumni Association. 
The power of generosity cannot be overstated. Every year, we seek passionate individuals who are 
committed to making a lasting difference in the lives of today’s Airmen in 16 AF and paying tribute 
to those whose legacies inspire us. With your support, we have the potential to double the number 
of Vigilant Partners next year and to expand our alumni network even further.  
This community should reflect not only the valor of our past Airmen but also those who are at the 
forefront of innovation in Cybersecurity, Intelligence, Surveillance and Reconnaissance, and 
Command and Control. As our newest Airmen graduate from the 16 Air Force, we will invite them 
to join the FTVA and the Vigilant Partner program. 
This mission requires collective action, and I encourage all current FTVA members to step forward 
and lead this vital effort. Together, we can make an extraordinary difference! Become a Vigilant 
Partner and help continue to grow our legacy. 

Partner Levels 
Platinum Partner ~$2,500 and up 

Gold Partner~ $ 1,000.00 – $2,499.99 
Silver Partner~ $ 500.00 – $999.99 

Bronze Partner~ $ 250.00 – $499.99 
Patron Partner~ $ 100.00 – $249.99 

Benefits 
Special invitations to association events. 

By name listing posted at FTVA events and in the association newsletter. 
Invitation to command events sponsored by Vigilant Partners. 

Honorary membership in Freedom Through Vigilance Association. 
Receive Association newsletters and membership. 

FTVA VIGILANT PARTNERS 
POC: Karen “Bam!” Rolirad 

roliradlopez.karen@gmail.com 
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The individuals and organization listed below have, in the past, and currently, lent their annual, 
monetary support to the FTVA. We thank them for their spirit of generosity which enables us to 
continue the FTVA mission. 

 
PLATINUM PARTNERS 

Prop Wash Gang 
Mrs. Doyle E. Larson IMO Maj Gen Doyle E. Larson 

 
GOLD PARTNERS 

Security Services Federal Credit Union 
Engrave-Tech & Graphics 

Anonymous IMO MSgt Robert "Bob" Fenstermacher) 
Regis F.A. Urschler IMO Maj Gen Doyle Larson and 

Tom Tennant 
Greg Radabaugh 

 
SILVER PARTNERS 

Anthony F. Jensen 
Grover Jackson 

William F. Sheck 
Bob & Debbie Cope 
“Picnic Partners” 

Donald Bundy 
 

BRONZE PARTNERS 
Mark and Amy Hess 

Ronald Hentz IHO Col Bob Cope 
Jack V. Brewer 
E.W. Forbess 

 
PATRON PARTNERS 

CMSgt Roger Towberman 
James Mayer 

Charles Bishop 
Edward Sellmeyer 
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Received word of the following losses from caring relatives, friends and obituaries 
and we offer prayers and sympathy to the families. 
“It is the soldier above all others who prays for peace, for it is the soldier who must 
suffer and bear the deepest wounds and scars of war.” Douglas MacArthur 
_______________________________________________________________________________ 
Abee, Lanny Ross, CMSgt (ret), USAFSS ***FTVA Member 
Baroz, Mario, USAF 
Belcher, Gary D., Maj (ret), USAFSS 
Bowen, Jerry, SSgt, USAFSS 
Bragg, Francis Eugene, A1C, USAFSS 
Burke, Edward Leroy, USAFSS 
Carnes, Vince, USAFSS 
Childress, Ronald "Ron", Colonel (ret), USAFSS 
Chriswell, Philip Gary, USAFSS 
DeAngelis, Richard Clarke Sr., A1C, USAFSS 
Ehrhardt, Jody Mae, SSgt, USAFSS 
Godfrey, H. Lee, USAFSS 
Healy, David L., USAFSS 
Hefflefinger, John (Jack) W., A1C, USAFSS 
Henderson, Rory Fergerson, USAFSS 
Hensley, Jessie J., Major (Ret), USAFSS 
Hisey, Robert Stephen Jr., CMSgt (ret), USAF 
House, Tammy Venita, Major (ret), USAF 
Hoyt, Ronald Edward, Lt Col (ret), USAFSS 
Jackson, Donald E., MSgt (ret), USAFSS 
Jankowski, David Paul, USAFSS  
Knecht, Ronald J, Colonel (ret), USAF 
Lang, William Jame “Bill”, USAFSS 
Lansaw, Ronald William, MSgt (ret), USAFSS 
Lieffers, Justin Craig, SrA, USAF 
Mardis, Howard Kirk, Colonel (ret), USAF 
Maynard, Robert "Bob" LaRoy, USAFSS 
McKinnon, William C. Jr., SMSgt (ret), USAFSS 
Meyers, James Edwards, Electronic Security Command 

FALLEN EAGLES 
Compiled by Joe Figueroa, Associate Editor 

Contact: falleneagles@ftva.us 
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Milliner, Carl Alva, CMSgt (ret), USAFSS 
Morris, Chester, USAFSS 
Muth, Delvin “Keith”, Sgt, USAFSS 
Peterson, Don Lee, Colonel (ret), USAFSS 
Pond, Michael Grier, A1C, USAFSS 
Robinson, Tyrone Ramon, CMSgt (ret), USAF 
Ruocco, Richard J., USAFSS 
Sbarbori, John Joseph, USAFSS 
Schreiner, Ron, USAFSS 
Shackelford, Thomas Wilmer, USAFSS 
Thompson, Robert Charles Jr., USAFSS 
Tuschak, Daniel Joseph, SMSgt (ret), USAFSS 
Tweed, Robert, USAFSS 
Vahlsing, James “Jim”, SSgt, USAFSS 
Vaughan, Robert M., USAFSS  
Weekley, Donald Wiley Jr., USAFSS 
Wempe, Stephen John, USAFSS 
White, Alfred R., A2C, USAFSS 
 
******************************************************************************* 

Abee, Lanny Ross, CMSgt (ret), 84, passed away 7 July 2025. Lanny 
served 28 years in the United States Air Force. Cherishing his memory 
are his son and daughter-in-law, Gary and Melinda Abee of Ellicott 
City, Maryland, his life companion of 30+ years, Karon Wernli of San 
Antonio, Texas, his former wife Elizabeth Abee of San Antonio, Texas. 
//Obit – Sunset North Funeral Home// 
CMSgt Lanny Abee, a best friend who left much too early. We who knew 
him were blessed. //Bob Andress// 

My condolences to his family. I am proud to have had him as a friend and member of our USAFSS 
family. Lanny always spoke with conviction and pride of his military friends. I will miss his humor 
and honest opinions that he shared with me. R.I.P. my friend. //Bill Etherton// 
Facebook has several posts of Lanny “defending the FEBA” during the San Vito Group gatherings. 
//Joseph “Pepito” Figueroa// 
 
******************************************************************************* 
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Baroz, Mario, 65, of San Antonio was killed around 12:05 p.m. Tuesday after 
he lost control of his 2017 Honda motorcycle on Arkansas 27 near the Chimes 
community in Van Buren County, according to a state police report. //Arkansas 
Democrat Gazette// 
Pictures from Fallen Riders and Mario Baroz Facebook Page. Obit will be 
posted when published. Following are extracts from online search. //Joseph 
“Pepito” Figueroa// 
I am now....RETIRED! It came all of a sudden but...it's done. Wow. Started 
working at 13yrs old as a jewelry polisher at La Mancha Indian Jewelers, then 
as a factory worker at Convertors. Joined the Air Force and did 22 years of active 
duty Air Force service. Retired from the AF then did 21 years working as a 
federal contractor. I've been a ground and airborne Korean linguist, an 
Intelligence Analyst covering: Counter-terror, Counter-drug, Human Factors, 
Cyber, All-Source, Information Operations areas and lastly, an Emergency 
Management Simulation Engineer. It's been crazy. So many stories, so many 
amazing people. Thanks to all my friends, co-workers, mentors, trainers, and 
anybody else I've leaned on during my whole career. My wife has been amazing 
and supportive in this retirement process...she's the absolute best. Now, I guess 

I gotta go mow the lawn. hahahaha....//Mario Baroz FB Post 2024// 
He was Air Force 90th and 49th alumni. //John Hill// 
I am in disbelief and shock. Mario was one of my first supervisors in the Air Force in 1987, who 
made an impact on my life. We reconnected in San Antonio again in 2006 and stayed in touch. My 
heart is broken as I try to comprehend his loss. My deepest condolences and sympathy to Sue and 
the kids. //Paul Myers// 
******************************************************************************* 

Belcher, Gary D., Maj (ret), 90, passed away June 2, 2025. He enlisted in 
Air Force and in November 1955, he flew to San Antonio, Texas to enter 
basic training. Gary quickly reached the rank of Staff Sergeant and then was 
selected to attend Officer Candidate School (OCS). He completed OCS on 
September 22, 1961, where he received his commission as a second 
lieutenant. The Air Force recognized Gary’s many talents, and he rose to rank 
of Major where he served in the USAF Security Service, now known as the 
Electronic Security command. During his tenure in the military, he trained as 
a Russian linguist and served as Signals Intelligence Officer, an Air 
Intelligence Specialist and a cryptanalyst. He spent many hours in the back 

of a C-130 aircraft that was equipped with appropriate gear for the many reconnaissance missions 
that were part of his military service. Major Belcher served in Alaska, Japan, Vietnam, Germany, 
England and many countries where he made life-long friends with other service members. He was 
known as “Cougar” during his service in Vietnam. Major Belcher served his country proudly for 22 
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years before his retirement in 1978. He was awarded several commendations because of his valor, 
most notably: the Bronze Star, the Meritorious Service medal, the Distinguished Flying Cross, Air 
Force Commendation Medal and the Vietnam Service medal with four bronze clusters to name a 
few. Even after his retirement, he stayed very active with Air Force activities for forty years. He is 
survived by sons Gary (Denise) Belcher, Graig (Cynthia) Belcher, daughters Debbie Belcher and 
Jayne Blakemore, and his beloved cat Rascal. //Obit – Harper Funeral Home and Crematory// 
Condolences from the Combs Family. We are sorry to hear of Gary's passing. We have many fond 
memories of Gary from England, Germany and Texas. He was a good friend and a fine man. 
//Barbara Combs// 
******************************************************************************* 

Bowen, Jerry, SSgt, 92, passed away May 22, 2025. He was a member of 
the Corps of Cadets at Virginia Tech at Blacksburg, VA. After his Rat year 
at Tech, he dug footers with a pick and shovel for the new Blacksburg High 
School. He believed wholeheartedly in the Virginia Tech motto "Ut Prosim-
------That I May Serve." Is it any wonder that he resigned from Tech when 
the Korean War was raging in 1952, and enlisted in the US Air Force? I 
heard the voice of the Lord saying, "Whom shall I send, and who will go for 
us. Then said I, "Here am I. Send me." Isaiah 6:8 Due to his military training 
at Tech, he was chosen to become a Flight Commander (drill instructor) to 
lead 72 Airmen through basic training at Sampson Air Force Base in 

Geneva, NY. This was something new for the Air Force, and a title was created for Jerry. Not 
Airman, not Corporal, not Sergeant, but MISTER. He was known as Mister Bowen for the duration 
of his time in Basic Training. The Air Force wanted him to attend Yale to major in the Chinese 
Language, but he chose Syracuse University in upstate New York, where he graduated with a 
Russian Language degree. This enabled him to read, write, and speak the language and he received 
a Top Secret Clearance. He served his country for eight years and was stationed in the Far East 
during the Cold War, gathering intelligence for the National Security Agency. He was honorably 
discharged as a Staff Sergeant. He was proud of saving the life of a fellow Airman in Japan who had 
actually died from carbon monoxide from a hibachi and also using the Heimlich Maneuver to save 
the lives of a woman in Roanoke, a woman in D.C., and a man in Florida. Jerry leaves his son, and 
best friend, (Buddy) Gerald B Bowen Jr., his daughters-in-law, Sherri Pope Bowen. //Obit – The 
Roanoke Times// 
******************************************************************************* 
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Bragg, Francis Eugene “Gene”, A1C, 80, passed away May 
3, 2024. Gene graduated from City High School in 1962, then 
enlisted in the United States Air Force serving from 1963 to 
1967. On November 2, 1968, he married Jane A. Peiffer. Over 
the years he enjoyed hunting, fishing, playing cards, camping, 
and traveling with his wife, Jane; and following his fellow Air 
Force friends on Facebook. He is survived by his wife Jane. 
//Obit Gay & Ciha Funeral and Cremation Service// 
AFSC: 292X1 Assignment: 6925 Security Squadron, Clark AB, 

PI //Norbert Dias// 
******************************************************************************* 

Burke, Edward Leroy, 86, passed away May 13, 2025. Eddie was a proud 
veteran of the United States Air Force. From January 3, 1957, to December 4, 
1964. He served with honor as a Radio Intercept Operator with the USAF 
Security Service. His service took him around the world - including 18 months 
in the Philippines and 15 months in Turkey. While stationed in Turkey, Eddie 
not only served as a Payroll Clerk but also embraced his passion for music—
performing in a country band and eventually running the base radio station. 
His service concluded at Goodfellow Air Force Base in San Angelo, Texas, 
where he worked as a base lifeguard and Finance Clerk. It was in San Angelo 
where he met the love of his life, Myrtie Westbrook, in September 1963. They 

were married on November 15 of that year. He is survived by his daughter Lynda Mullan and her 
husband Brendan. //Obit – Love Funeral Home Sonora// 
******************************************************************************* 

Carnes, William V. “Vince”, 81, passed away June 7, 2025. He joined the 
Air Force in 1964. He served as a Russian linguist at Indiana University in 
assignments such as Darmstadt, Germany, and Trabzon, Turkey. In 1968, he 
attended Syracuse University for intermediate Russian, where he met his wife, 
Tandy Quinlan. They later went to Hof/Saale, West Germany. Eventually 
reaching the grade of Technical Sergeant, in January 1972 he had been 
selected for the “Bootstrap Commissioning Program” and attended the 
University of Nebraska (Omaha), where he earned a B.A. in American History 
(Russian Minor) in May 1972. Commissioned through Officer Training 
School that August, he was trained as a Signals Intelligence Officer with 

assignments to Goodfellow AFB, TX; Elmendorf, AFB, Alaska; the National Security Agency, Fort 
Meade, Maryland; and 1979-1984 as an Intelligence Staff Officer and a Senior Intelligence Analyst 
for the Air Force Assistant Chief of Staff/ Intelligence at NSA’s Friendship Annex. In 1978, he 
received an M.A. in Personnel Management from Central Michigan University. In June 1984, Vince 
became the Executive Officer of Air Force ROTC Detachment 150 at the University of Florida, 
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where he served until his retirement from the Air Force as a Major with 23 years’ service in August 
1987. From his Air Force career, he holds the Master Intelligence Badge and Headquarters Air Force 
Badge, and his decorations include the Meritorious Service Medal (1 OLC), Joint Service 
Commendation Medal, Air Force Commendation Medal (1 OLC), Good Conduct Medal (1 OLC), 
and numerous other unit and service awards. He was a life member of the Air Force Association and 
National Rifle Association; vice president of the North Florida Chapter, Association of Former 
Intelligence Officers (AFIO); National Military Intelligence Association; the Clan Grant Society; the 
Scottish-American Military Society (S-A-M-S), and attended Queen of Peace Catholic Church. 
Vince is survived by his wife, Mary Tandy Quinlan; children: Vince Jr., Jeffrey (Jennifer); Heather 
(Christopher) Kosky, and Holly Carnes. //Obit – Forest Meadows Funeral Home// 
******************************************************************************* 

Childress, Ronald "Ron", Colonel (ret), 84, passed away July 17, 2025. 
He was a devoted husband and father with a deep commitment to his 
religious faith. Born in Florida as part of the post-World War II baby boom, 
he spent time in California and Virginia following his father, a career 
military man, as he moved from assignment to assignment. Col. Childress 
attended Cornell University, where he pledged Alpha Tau Omega and 
earned a degree in government in 1967. After Cornell, he joined the Air 
Force and served as an intelligence officer during the Vietnam and Gulf 
Wars. He was fluent in Russian and German. After thirty-two years in the 
Air Force reserve, he retired as a Colonel in 1999. In between stints on active 

duty, he earned MA and PhD degrees in political philosophy at Harvard University. In 1978, he 
completed a law degree at the University of South Carolina and established a private practice in 
Columbia. He was recruited for several governmental projects focused on introducing Russians to 
the American economic and judicial systems. In 1993, his family accompanied him on a three-year 
tour in Moscow, Russia. He continued to work for the government in various capacities in 
Washington, DC before returning to Columbia to serve as staff attorney at the US District Court. He 
is survived by his wife, Susie, and his two sons, David (Stacie) and Andrew (Dara). He was preceded 
in death by his father, Col. Peter M. Childress, and mother, Betty M. Childress, as well as his brother, 
Col. John S. Childress. //Obit – www.legacy.com// 
Many condolences to Ron's complete family and all of his friends. Ron and I were in Air Force 
Intelligence together...He was a wonderful friend and cohort. Will remember him well and will miss 
him. Bob Dussault, AF 1966-1986. Air Force Civilian 1986-2000. //Robert G Dussault// 
******************************************************************************* 

http://www.legacy.com/
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Chriswell, Philip Gary, 89, passed away May 25, 2024.  
Phil left high school on his 17th birthday to enlist in the U. 
S. Air Force. He was chosen to serve in the U.S.A.F. 
Security Service and received a top-secret security 
clearance. USAFSS was tasked with gathering 
intelligence on potential enemy countries. He spent his last 
year 1955-1956 with the National Security Agency 
(N.S.A.) which was created in November 1952 by 
executive order of President Truman. Phil was proud to 

have had the opportunity to serve his country from 1952 until 1956 and believed he was fortunate to 
have had such an interesting tour of duty. Survivors include one daughter, Lee Anna. //Obit – 
Cloverdale Funeral Home// 
******************************************************************************* 

DeAngelis, Richard Clarke Sr., A1C, 89, passed away May 29, 2025. Dr. 
Richard C. DeAngelis. While serving in the Air Force, Richard studied Chinese 
language at Yale University. He flew SIGINT reconnaissance missions as a 
Chinese linguist in East Asia during the early years of the Cold War. These 
flights tracked the activities of the Chinese and North Korean Air Forces. In 
addition to his wife Mary, Richard is survived by children: Richard Jr., Mary 
Ellen, Gregory and wife Karen, Douglas and wife Bethany. //Obit – Abriola 
Parkview Funeral Home// 

******************************************************************************* 
Ehrhardt, Jody Mae, SSgt, 75, passed away May 3, 2025. After high 
school graduation in May 1967, she attended San Antonio College for one 
year, and in June 1968, Jody began her Civil Service career. She faithfully 
and honorably served the United States Department of Defense (Air Force) 
in a civilian capacity that spanned 43 years, from June 4, 1968, to December 
31, 2011. ////Obit – Porter Loring Mortuary McCullough// 
Jody and I began our Civil Service careers a few months apart in 1968 at 
USAF Security Service, Kelly AFB. We enjoyed good times, lunches out, 
shopping, conversations, etc. She was a close friend since we met, and we 

stayed in touch over the years until her recent passing. I will miss her and value our friendship so 
much. She and I lost our husbands a few years apart and we supported each other through those 
difficult times. Love you, Jody, and I will miss you so very much. May you rest in peace alongside 
Andy. //Bonnie Herndon// 
******************************************************************************* 
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Godfrey, H. Lee, 85, passed away June 2, 2025. He enlisted in the Air Force in 
1961. The brass sent him to Yale University’s Institute of Far Eastern 
Languages, where he mastered Mandarin Chinese. He was stationed in Taiwan 
and served there for several years. He was discharged honorably in 1965. Lee is 
survived by his wife, Sandra Sheen Godfrey; his daughter Lindsey Godfrey 
Eccles and her husband Matt Eccles. //Obit – Bradshaw Carter// 

******************************************************************************* 
Healy, David L., 78, passed away June 16, 2025. David began his career in 
the United States Air Force as a linguist, where he developed the skills and 
passion that would define his professional life. He later continued his service 
to the nation by joining the National Security Agency, where he served with 
distinction for several decades. His career took him around the world, with 
overseas assignments in Australia (1979–82 and 1985–87) and England 
(1993–96), as well as multiple stateside (CONUS) relocations including 
Hawaii (2001–06). He retired from the NSA with the respect and admiration 
of his colleagues. He is survived by his loving wife, Norma; daughters, Robyn 
and Debra. //Obit – Ever Loved// 

According to Facebook post, he was assigned to KRSOC. //Joseph “Pepito” Figueroa 
******************************************************************************* 

Hefflefinger, John (Jack) W., A1C, 85, passed away May 1, 2025. John 
served in the US Air Force from November 1957 through November 1961 in 
the Security Service as a Radio Teletype Interpreter Operator stationed in 
England. John worked for many years for the Federal government and TRW. 
He is survived by twin daughters Monica Wenrich of Harrisburg and Maria 
Wissler of Harrisburg, stepdaughter Andrea Rahn and her husband Robert 
Rahn of Delaware. //Obit – Dailey Funeral Home// 
 

******************************************************************************* 
Henderson, Rory Fergeson, 82, passed away April 10, 2025. Rory joined the 
Air Force and his propensity for languages enabled him to learn Chinese which 
he trained for in Texas and later at Yale. While he didn't speak Chinese, he was 
able to listen and translate the language. He joked to his mom that he was a 
spy because he couldn't tell her specifically what his job was while in the 
service. He served for four years. He is survived by his wife of fifty-six years, 
Elizabeth Anne Henderson; his son, Mark Henderson (Laura), daughter-in-
law, Jennifer Henderson (Paul, deceased 2019). //Obit – Legacy.com// 
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******************************************************************************* 
Hensley, Jessie J., Major (ret), 72, passed away June 13, 2025. Jessie went 
on to join the United States Air Force, later attending Officer Training in 1979 
and achieving the rank of Major before his retirement in 1992 after 20 years of 
dedicated and faithful service. While in the Air Force, Jessie met Sue Reed. 
His wife, Sue Hensley, also served in the United States Air Force from 1973-
1989. Jessie achieved a Defense Meritorious Service medal with one oak leaf 
cluster, Meritorious Service medal with two oak leaf clusters, Aire Force 
Commendation medal, Joint Service Achievement medal, Air Force 
Achievement medal, Air Force Good Conduct medal with one oak leaf cluster 
and National Defense Service medal with one Bronze Star. 

In addition to many awards and achievements, Jessie also served two tours on the Island of Crete, 
Greece in the mid-1970's as an Arabic Linguist. He also served as a signal intelligence officer at 
Ramstein AFB in Germany in the mid-1980's. In between tours overseas, he worked at the National 
Security Agency, Ft. George G. Meade, Maryland as well as the Pentagon. He is survived by his 
dear wife, Sue Hensley; daughter Melissa Claire Hensley Lazar (Tommy). //Obit - Donaldson 
Funeral Home// 
******************************************************************************* 

Hisey, Robert Stephen Jr. CMSgt (ret), 71, passed away July 1, 2025. Bob 
entered the Air Force in September 1975. Throughout his time as an active-
duty Airman, he served a total of 21 years with 14 years of foreign service. 
He earned his Bachelor of Arts in Asian Studies from the University of 
Maryland Far East Campus and completed the Korean language course at 
Yonsei University in Seoul, Korea. His Primary specialties included Signals 
Intelligence Analysis 2 years, Cryptologic Linguist 5 years, Far East 
Cryptologic Linguist 14 years and 1 month. He graduated from the Senior 
NCO Academy in February of 1991. His illustrious career includes the 
following commendations. Air Force Achievement medal with 2 devices, Air 

Force Commendation Medal, Aerial Achievement Medial, Meritorious Service Medal with 6 
devices, Air Force Training Ribbon, Air Force Overseas Short Tour Ribbon with 2 devices, National 
Defense Service Medal, Air Force Longevity Service Award with 4 devices, NCO Professional 
Military Education Ribbon with 2 devices, Small Arms Expert Marksmanship Ribbon/Rifle, Air 
Force Outstanding Unit Award with 7 devices, Air Force Organizational Excellence Award, Air 
Force Good Conduct Medal with 6 devices, Air Medal with 11 oak leaf clusters, and Military 
Outstanding Volunteer Service Medal. In his final assignment Bob served at Kelly Air Force Base 
as a Command Chief Master Sergeant for the 67th Intelligence Group. In Civilian life Bob continued 
his service to God, his country, and his community as Director National Air and Space Intelligence 
Center (NASIC) Alert Center, Wright-Patterson AFB, Ohio, and Senior Analyst, Modern 
Technologies Corporation. He served the Department of Defense as a foreign military liaison and 
interpreter in the Republic of Korea; recipient of the U.S. Presidential Volunteer Service Award 
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(Bronze, Silver, and Gold), U.S. Air Force Civilian Achievement Medal, Senior Noncommissioned 
Officer of the Year award, and numerous USAF defense and service awards and recognitions 
including Foreign Language Lifetime Achievement Award, Department of the Air Force winner, 
and NASIC Wall of Honor Nominee. Bob noted his key achievement at NASIC was when he 
discovered critical open-source information which compromised threats to a future Presidential State 
visit to Israel and passed the information to Secret Service, leading to last minute travel plan revisions 
to safeguard the President and his staff. Bob is survived by his wife of 33 years Elizabeth Renee 
Hisey, his children Robert Stephen Hisey III (Gracie), Steven Lewis, and Kristin Lewis. //Obit – 
Hoskinson Funeral Home// 
Bob was my best friend when we were young SSgts and TSgts together in Korea and Okinawa. We 
had many BBQs, beers, and laughed til all hours of the night. Bob was a true patriot who loved his 
country. God Bless you and your family my old friend! //Chief Master Sergeant Ron Schriner// 
Chief Hisey, K-Bob, was a great mentor, dearest counsel, blessed friend. I had the honor and 
privilege to witness his retirement from Federal Service, and what a joy it was to serve with him. His 
love of family and country was in every word, and every gesture, and was a true treasure to behold. 
Bob, as I said at your retirement, we have the Watch; rest your weary head. //Izzy (Sergeant Page)// 
******************************************************************************* 

House, Tammy Venita, Major (ret), passed away June 27, 2025. As a young 
woman Tammy decided to enlist in the United States Air Force. She began her 
service as a Spanish Linguist, using her language skills to strengthen 
communication and security efforts across borders. Over the years, her 
dedication and leadership propelled her through the ranks, and she retired in 2019 
with the rank of Major, having served honorably and with distinction. Her career 
took her around the world, including multiple deployments to Afghanistan, 
Qatar, and various locations throughout South America. After retiring from 
active duty, Tammy continued to serve her country through her work as a 
government contractor with InPursuit, applying her knowledge and experience 

as a seasoned Intelligence Officer. Her commitment to excellence was also evident in her academic 
achievements. Tammy earned her master’s degree in Intelligence Studies from the American 
Military Institute, graduating with honors. She is survived by her husband, Edward House III. //Obit 
Compassionate Cremation Services// 
******************************************************************************* 
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Hoyt, Ronald Edward, Lt Col (ret), 95, passed away June 21, 2025. He 
graduated with a business degree from Drury College in 1952 and later from 
the USAF Officer Candidacy School in San Antonio, Texas. He joined the 
USAF in 1953, became a Russian Linguist, and served in the 6987th USAF 
Security Group in intelligence He served in the Vietnam war and has served 
tours of duty in Misawa, Japan, the Pentagon in Washington, D.C., Shu Lin 
Kou Air Station in Taipei, Taiwan, and Lackland AFB in San Antonio where 
he retired from the Air Force in 1982. He was a member of the Disabled 
American Veterans and of the Boerne Chapter #64 of the Sons of the 

American Revolution which he joined with his grandsons. Survivors are, one daughter Laurie (Gary) 
Ackels of Helotes, two sons, Ronald A. Hoyt (Susan) of Katy, and Stephen Hoyt (Debra) of 
Kingwood. //Obit - Sunset Northwest Funeral Home// 
******************************************************************************* 

Jackson, Donald E., MSgt (ret), 92, passed away July 20, 2025. He enlisted 
in the USAF, where his life bridged the electronics revolution; manual 
typewriters and computer keypunch cards to today’s state of the art Medical 
Imaging. That developed in him a high level of curiosity over the latest new 
electronic “gadgets.” Airman Don Jackson’s first job in the Air Force was 
typewriter repair. Later he worked on the electronic systems in the B52’s and 
then moved to electronics surveillance working in-flight many times on RC135. 
He ended his Air Force career working on electronic surveillance systems 
within the U2 spy planes. During his 20 years of service, he received extensive 
training in Electronic Engineering, a field he enjoyed and would later utilize 

throughout his career. Don achieved the rank of Master Sergeant and served during both the Korean 
War and Vietnam War. Don is survived by his wife, Myrna Roach; his son Stephen Jackson and 
daughter-in-law Michelle of Pendleton, Indiana; his son Kenneth Jackson of Midway City, 
California. //Obit – Urban Funeral Home// Member of Prop Wash Gang. //Joseph “Pepito” 
Figueroa// 
******************************************************************************* 

Jankowski, David Paul, 80, passed away June 15, 2025. He graduated from 
Millikan High School in Long Beach and entered the United States Air Force. 
He was trained as a Polish linguist at Syracuse University where he met his 
future wife, Holly. On February 13, 1965, he married Holly Ann Short at 
Saint Mary’s Cathedral, Ogdensburg, New York. The couple moved to 
Darmstadt Germany where he completed his Air Force duty. Dave is 
survived by his wife Holly, sons Michael and Mark Jankowski. //Obit - 
Murphy Funeral & Cremation Chapels// 
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******************************************************************************* 
Knecht, Ronald J, Colonel (ret), 88, passed away July 9, 2025. He was 
predeceased by his wife Donna (nee Gaudreau AKS Shirk). He is 
survived by his daughter, Sonja Knecht-Hoshi. Ron enlisted in the Air 
Force 30 June 1960 and subsequently was selected for the Aviation 
Cadet program at Harlingen AFB, Texas. He received his navigator 
wings and was commissioned as a 2nd lieutenant on 21 September 1961. 
After completing Electronic Warfare Officer training at Biloxi, 
Mississippi he was assigned to the 55th Strategic Reconnaissance Wing 
at Forbes AFB, Topeka, Kansas, as a crew member flying RB-47H 
aircraft. He had crew assignments in both the 343rd and 38th squadrons. 

As part of the unit move and transition to RC-135C aircraft he moved to Offutt AFB, Nebraska in 
July 1966. He was a QRC operator and instructor and was a DoD test flight officer for the QRC-259, 
the first digitally controlled intercept receiver. In February 1970 he transferred to the 6th SW, Eielson 
AFB, Alaska as a crew member on the RC-135D. In 1972 he was assigned to electronic intelligence 
(ELINT) data processing and as a project officer to prepare for the bed down of the Cobra Ball II 
aircraft. In August 1972 he transferred to the 9th Reconnaissance Technical Squadron, 9th SW, Beale 
AFB, California with responsibility for all computer operations and ELINT processing for the SR-
71 program. He also contributed to the design and fielding of a new ELINT system for the SR-71 
aircraft. In July 1975 he was assigned as a staff officer and subsequently led the Reconnaissance 
Division, Directorate of Plans, Headquarters Strategic Air Command, Offutt AFB, Omaha, 
Nebraska. This office provided budgetary and planning support for all SAC reconnaissance aircraft 
and drones. During this assignment he represented SAC in an Air Force-NSA SIGINT study and in 
the Army-Air Force Reconnaissance Force Mix study and led a follow-on SAC reconnaissance study 
that examined SAC airborne reconnaissance operations in both nuclear and non-nuclear scenarios. 
His participation in these studies led to his assignment in July 1978 to the new, congressionally 
mandated, TENCAP office (Tactical Exploitation of National Space Program Capabilities) at 
Headquarters United States Air Force, the Pentagon. He subsequently was the chief of this office 
and then as Chief of Space Operations in the Directorate of Space, Plans and Operations was a key 
participant in the formation of Space Command. From July 1984 until retirement he was assigned to 
the Joint Staff with duties as Director, Systems Management Office in the JCS Joint Special Studies 
Group, Chief, K3, National Security Agency and as a Secretary of Defense chartered program 
manager with responsibility for the development and successful fielding of a major joint command 
and control system. Ron retired from the Air Force on January 31, 1990, to accept an appointment 
under President Bush (41) as a non-career member of the Senior Executive Service in the Office of 
the Secretary of Defense He served as a special assistant to the assistant secretary of defense for 
command, control, communications and intelligence. Ron was awarded numerous awards and 
decorations during his service to the country to include the Secretary of Defense Medal for 
Outstanding Public Service, the Legion of Merit, Distinguished Flying Cross, Air Medal with six 
oak leaf clusters, Air Force Commendation Medal with two oak leaf clusters and Vietnam Service 
Medal with three bronze stars. Ron was a loving husband and father and following the 2009 loss of 
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his beloved wife of 41 years he moved to Nokesville, Virginia to be near his daughter, Sonja, and 
son-in-law, Yasumoto Hoshi.//Obit – The Washington Post// 
 
******************************************************************************* 

Lang, William Jame “Bill”, 81, passed away May 23, 2025. In 1963, 
he enlisted in the United States Air Force and served as a Morse Code 
Intercept Radio Operator in England and on Shemya Island, AK, until 
1966. After completing his service, Bill relocated to the California Bay 
Area. Bill will be missed immensely by his wife Kathy; his daughters, 
Jennifer Lang & Andrea Kewell (Tom). //Obit - Broomhead Funeral 
Home – Riverton// 

 
******************************************************************************* 

Lansaw, Ronald William, MSgt (ret), 78, passed away June 24, 2025. Ron 
honorably served in the United States Air Force for over 25 years. He leaves 
behind his beloved wife of 54 years, Maria A. Arvaniti Lansaw of Glen 
Burnie; his son Timothy Ronald Lansaw (Nicole) of Frederick; his daughter 
Anna Marie Lansaw (Ioannis Pitsis) of Odenton. //Obit – Kirkley Ruddick 
Funeral Home// 
I knew Ron when we were stationed in England. I then worked with him in 
Maryland. He was a great guy and he will be missed. //Pete Petrisko// 
 

******************************************************************************* 
Lieffers, Justin Craig, SrA, 43, passed away August 10, 
2025. He joined the US Air Force and earned the rare 
distinction of serving as an airborne Pashto cryptologic 
linguist. After intense training, he deployed multiple times 
to Al Udeid AB, Qatar, and flew dozens of combat sorties 
over Afghanistan, forging lifelong friendships at Defense 
Language Institute in Monterey, CA, survival school at 
Fairchild AFB, and while stationed at Offutt AFB, NE. After 
his honorable discharge as a SrA, Justin settled in Bellevue, 
Nebraska. He is survived by the children he adored, Jax and 

Sunny Lieffers of Papillion, NE. //Obit – Bellevue Funeral Chapel// 
******************************************************************************* 
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Mardis, Howard Kirk, Colonel (ret), 62, passed away July 10, 2025. 
He earned a Bachelor of Science degree from Samford University in 
Homewood, Alabama, where he was commissioned as a Second 
Lieutenant through the Air Force Reserve Officer Training Program. 
During his time in the Air Force, Kirk also earned a master’s degree in 
strategic intelligence. Kirk served our country in the United States Air 
Force from 1985-2009. After graduating from Intelligence Officers 
School in San Angelo, Texas, Kirk was assigned to Bergstrom Air Force 
Base in Austin, Texas for his first operational tour. He then moved on to 
multiple assignments including command and many leadership positions 

which took him around the world – from Japan to Iraq. While serving at Langley Air Force Base, 
Virginia as the Deputy Director for Intelligence for Headquarters Air Combat Command, Kirk 
deployed to Iraq on multiple occasions including a year at Multi-National Force-Iraq. He is survived 
by his beloved wife of 32 years, Yvette (Reynolds) Mardis of Williamsburg, VA; daughter, Haley 
Mardis of Arlington, VA. //Obit – Dignity Memorial// 
I just learned my good friend Kirk Mardis passed away last night. I've known Col (ret) Mardis since 
I was twenty-five and we were both assigned to the 12th Tactical Intelligence Squadron at Bergstrom 
AFB, TX. He was the first person I ever sponsored in the Air Force. You'd think Austin is an easy 
place to live, but I only managed to show him the really good bars, and he had to find an apartment 
on his own. He was my deputy A-2 at Air Combat Command during a particularly trying time during 
"the surge" in Iraq. Air Force intelligence officers and NCOs were at 1:1 dwell, meaning they spent 
six months deployed and six at home. Kirk somehow managed to keep all the plates spinning. I never 
saw him sweat, even when Minot AFB unintentionally shipped a nuclear weapon to Barksdale. Trust 
me, he was under pressure as ACC revamped ALL of their inspection procedures. Kirk left us much 
too early, but he still found the time for fun despite working up to his last day on this earth. My heart 
goes out to his wife, Yvette and daughter Haley. They lost their son and brother, Josh, and Kirk's 
father two years ago. God bless you. //James O. Poss, Maj General (ret)// 
Condolences and sympathies with prayers to Kirk’s family. Kirk was the epitome of a gentleman and 
superior Air Force officer. An Airman’s Airman. Kirk’s infectious smile and personable way of 
interconnecting with others was another admirable hallmark. He had an intellect and manner that 
could cut through knotty strategic and technical issues. I’m shocked and deeply saddened by his 
passing so early in life. I’m sure Jesus has taken Kirk by the hand as is leading him into the inner 
sanctum of heaven. Blessings Kirk. Rip //Col (ret) Gary Harvey// 
I am sorry to hear of Kirk’s passing. He will always be Col Mardis to me, as I worked for him at 
Langley AFB within the A2. He mentored me, took care of me and my fellow field grade officers, and 
along with Col Mike Reed, secured for me the best job I ended up having in the Air Force, He took 
a chance on me when others wouldn’t. For this I am eternally grateful and will sadly miss him. // 
Chris Lesnick// 
Yvette and Haley: Words don’t really suffice in moments like this. I feel like one of the brightest stars 
in the world just went dark. Kirk was a friend and colleague in uniform and then later at BAE. He 



Remain In Touch                                                                                                                                September 2025 

65 

remained a friend all these years. I still think of when Greg Brodman passed away (20 years ago!) 
and Kirk had to call me with that awful news and then you both graciously invited me to stay with 
you during those sad days. I pray God will console you and see you both through this. Please let me 
know if I can be of any help at all but know my thoughts and prayers are with you. //Mike Riede// 
What a great officer. Served with Captain Mardis on the AIA IG Team in the 96-98 timeframe. 
Travelling the world and working daily together, you get to know someone very well. What a decent 
person who will be missed. Such a special time. //Dennis Buxton// 
 
******************************************************************************* 

Maynard, Robert "Bob" LaRoy, 80, passed away May 21, 2025. He 
proudly served his country in the U.S. Air Force, 6931st Security Group. 
Bob married Barbara Neal, of whom he shares three children. He then 
married Andrea Lea (Shea) Cunningham on August 3, 1990. Bob is 
survived by his loving wife of 34 years, Andrea Maynard; daughters, 
Susan (Jeff) Beaumont, Amy (John) O’Gara and Andi (Bill) Berry; 
stepchildren, Gary, Terri, Jerry, Barry, Sherri. //Obit – Shirley Brothers 
Mortuaries and Crematories// 
 

 
******************************************************************************* 

McKinnon, William C. Jr., SMSgt (ret), 71, passed away June 9, 2025. 
William enlisted in the U.S. Air Force and pursued what would become a 
lifelong, outstanding career protecting national security. In this time, he 
earned a bachelor’s degree and started a family with his beloved wife, 
Carolyn, who traveled around the world with William as he fulfilled his 
military duties. William achieved the rank of Senior Master Sergeant, which 
is the second-highest enlisted rank in the U.S. Air Force; he was also highly 
decorated in military awards and medals. He is survived by his devoted wife, 
Carolyn McKinnon; stepdaughter, Evonne Sue Manoes. //Obit - Titzer 
Family Funeral Homes//  

Mac and I first met in Technical Training School at Goodfellow AFB in 1972 and we cross paths 
several times during our military careers. Mac and Susie are dear friends, and my wife Paula and I 
are very sorry to hear this news. We share many fond memories of our time together in Italy, England 
and here in the states. Our deepest condolences to Susie and the entire family. Rest in Peace my 
friend you will always have a special place in my heart. //James Griffie “Griff”// 
 
******************************************************************************* 
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Meyers, James Edward, 60, passed away May 19, 2025. Affectionately known 
as Jim, Jimbo, or Jimmy, served his country with honor as a Security Specialist 
in the U.S. Air Force, assigned to the 6960th Security Policy Squadron (ESC). 
He is survived by his devoted wife of 39 years, Katrina A. Meyers. He is also 
survived by his father, Thomas P. Meyers. //Obit – Chapel of the Chimes 
Mortuary// 
 
 

******************************************************************************* 
Milliner, Carl Alva, CMSgt (ret), 88, passed away July 18, 2025. Carl 
proudly served 27 years in the United States military, the first 3 years in the 
U.S. Army and 24 years in the U.S. Air Force. After this commendable 
military career, he continued to serve his country as a civilian at the National 
Security Agency for another decade. Carl’s legacy is inseparably intertwined 
with that of his devoted wife of 68 years, Hilda Ann Nicholson. He is 
survived by his daughter, Christie Hunter. //Obit – Singleton Funeral and 
Cremation Services// 
 

Wanted to pass on about the passing of Carl last week. Carl was a great friend for 50 years and was 
always there to help anyone who needed it. //Logan Barnhart// 
I knew Carl from Okinawa in 1977-1978. I was the senior Army person in the Joint USAF/USA 
Section at that time. Saw him later in the commissary on Fort Meade in the 1980s 1990s. Great Guy. 
//Marvi Naymoick, SGM, US Army Retired// 
******************************************************************************* 

Morris, Chester, 92, passed away April 22, 2025. He joined the Air Force on 
December 7, 1951, and trained as a Russian Linguist by the service. He served 
in Korea with the 15th Radio Squadron Mobile. He was discharged on 
December 7, 1955. Chester is survived by sons Drew (Sharon) Morris and Kris 
Morris, stepson Jerrod Iverson. //Obit – Lakeside Colonial Chapel Funeral 
and Cremation Services// 
 
 
 

******************************************************************************* 
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Muth, Delvin “Keith”, Sgt, 78, passed away June 17, 2025. After high school, 
Keith joined the U.S. Air Force, serving from 1965 to 1969 as a Morse Intercept 
Operator with the U.S. Air Force Security Service. He spent three years 
stationed in Japan, where he monitored and decoded international 
communications as part of Cold War intelligence efforts. He is survived by his 
wife, Sally; his children, Laura (Jeremy) and Daniel. //Obit – Eastgate 
Funeral// 
 
 

******************************************************************************* 
Peterson, Don Lee, Colonel (ret), 90, passed away April 20, 2025. He joined 
the USAF and after completing Officer Training School and pilot training soon 
joined USAF Security Service, which focused on national security, intelligence 
and surveillance. He rose quickly through the ranks as a highly decorated, often 
promoted and respected leader. He was selected to attend the Air War College, 
earning a master’s degree and later was promoted to Full Colonel "under the 
zone". The family moved 14 times in 18 years, including 7 years in Turkey, 
Germany and Italy, He became the Deputy Athletic Director and head of the PE 

Department of the USAF Academy in Colorado Springs, his final post that would allow their two 
youngest daughters to attend just one high school. After his 35-year Air Force career, he also worked 
for the U.S. Amateur Boxing Association at the Olympic Training Center the Denver Post Senior 
PGA Tournament of Champions event and Excell Consulting. He is survived by his children: son 
Don Jr. (Cindy), Lisa Doepken, Page Peterson and Kathy Peterson. //Obit – Seattle Times//  
******************************************************************************* 

Pond, Michael Grier, 85, passed away June 1, 2025. Michael had a 
distinguished career, serving at the Department of Defense. He was also a 
proud veteran of the United States Air Force. Michael is survived by his 
loving wife, Barbara Jean Pond, and their children: son Michael Knowlen 
Pond of Mt. Airy, MD; daughter Erin Hogan of Westminster; and son Ryan 
Pond of Sykesville, MD. He is also mourned by his daughter-in-law, Amy 
Pond. //Obit - Burrier-Queen Funeral Home & Crematory// 
Rest in Peace. You were a great husband, father, grandpa, uncle and brother-
in-law. I especially enjoyed my trip to Garmisch Partenkirchen to visit in the 
70's and the MG in the 60's, and our family trip to Harrogate in the 90's! You 

will be missed. Thank you for your service to our country. God bless you. //Joni and Steve Halpin// 
According to the USAF Security Service Facebook Page, he was a linguist that served in the 80’s 
and 90’s. //Joseph “Pepito” Figueroa// 
******************************************************************************* 
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******************************************************************************* 
Robinson, Tyrone Ramon, CMSgt (ret), 55, passed away June 17, 2025. 
Tyrone enlisted in the U. S. Air Force in December of 1988 to begin a 30-year 
military career that would be filled with achievements, accolades and 
excellence. He devoted his life to service, rising through the ranks with honor, 
integrity, and a relentless sense of duty. His background includes various duties 
in Intelligence Operations at the squadron, wing, and major command 
headquarters levels. His assignments included bases in Texas, Alaska, Virginia, 
Florida, Georgia and California. He also served overseas in the United 
Kingdom, and deployed to Turkey, Iraq and Qatar. Tyrone, or "RMax" as his 
comrades called him, achieved the rare and prestigious accomplishment of 
reaching the U.S. Air Force's highest enlisted rank-Chief Master Sergeant. 

When selected for promotion to Chief on his first attempt, he did so as an underdog who outshined 
more seasoned peers. He was a brilliant analyst and instinctual leader, who inspired through his 
actions and character. Chief Master Sergeant Tyrone Robinson lived by the Air Force's Core Values: 
Integrity First, Service Before Self, and Excellence in All We Do. His legacy is more than medals 
and promotions; it is moral courage, quiet strength, and a resolve to leave every Airman better than 
he found them. He changed lives, not only by demanding greatness, but also by exemplifying it. His 
infectious laugh will echo in our memories and his love for his family, country, and community will 
never be forgotten. His legacy lives on the Airmen who look up to him, the family he held close and 
the values he embodied. //Obit – www.legacy.com// 
Per Facebook Post, AFSC was 1N0. Assignments included 13th Intel Squadron, Beale AFB, CA and 
311th Training Squadron, Presidio of Monterey, CA. //Joseph “Pepito” Figueroa// 
******************************************************************************* 

Ruocco, Richard Jude “Ricky”, 73, passed away June 4, 2025. Ricky enlisted 
in the U.S. Air Force to serve his beloved country. He served in Italy, England, 
Maryland, South Korea, and Alaska. He was known as “The Roc” by his 
military colleagues because of his ability to lead, his willingness to mentor, and 
his constant encouragement. During his military career, he earned a bachelor’s 
in psychology from the University of Maryland. He retired from the USAF in 
2000. He is survived by wife Melanie Ruocco of Ocala; son Trevor (Deanna) 
Ruocco of Phoenix; stepson Daniel (Virginia) Bell of Springhill; stepdaughter 
Jamieann Bell of Anchorage. //Obit – The Leader// 

 
Per USAFSS Facebook Page he was a 202 and assignments included Chicksands and Fort Meade. 
//Joseph “Pepito” Figueroa// 
******************************************************************************* 
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******************************************************************************* 
Sbarbori, John Joseph, 78, passed away June 20, 2025. Jack joined the Air 
Force after his best friend, Mike, was killed in Vietnam. The military had 
Jack trained as a Russian linguist at Syracuse University, so the closest he 
got to Viet Nam was Brindisi Military Base in Italy. After he was honorably 
discharged, he finished his college studies in Russian at Columbia 
University in New York, where he graduated with honors and subsequently 
worked for NSA. //Obit – Tribute Archive// 
 
 

******************************************************************************* 
Schreiner, Ron, 85, passed away August 24, 2025, after an eight-month battle 
with bone cancer. He served as a Russian-language specialist in military 
intelligence due to a proficiency for languages. He military intelligence 
training at Goodfellow Air Force Base in San Angelo, Texas, before mastering 
Russian at Syracuse University. (He hurt his back while at Syracuse, and 
although most people never noticed, the injury affected him for the rest of his 
life.) After learning Russian, Ron served in intelligence at Darmstadt Air 
Force Base in Germany, then moved to Peshawar, Pakistan. Ron’s work 
during retirement included assisting Russia. His experience with the FTA and 
his knowledge of Russian led to more work. It was the mid-1990s. The 

breakup of the Soviet Union led the newly free republics to ask the United States for help in dealing 
with independence, democracy and public financing. “The FTA and the State Department were being 
contacted by the Russians themselves, to see if Russia could look more like us,” Schreiner said. His 
first assignment was Kazakhstan, the former Soviet republic that had been the center of Russia's 
space program, its equivalent of Cape Canaveral. Transparency was almost non-existent. "Whole 
communities were not on the map," he said at the time, and “budgets didn't appear anywhere.” He 
helped establish budget, revenue, accounting and government procedures. A Russian state was the 
next assignment. Because farming was on his biography along with finance work, Ron helped huge 
collective farms north of Moscow that needed increased efficiency and reorganization. They 
operated without budgets, crop rotation, soil conditioning, proper fertilization, electricity or – surely 
to Ron’s horror – compost. He thought he could help After two years in Kazakhstan and a year in 
Russia, Ron spent one year in Armenia and another in Moldova – the last to assist the Moldova 
parliament in establishing something akin to our three branches of government. Ron is survived by 
his loving wife and best friend, Gloria (Caldwell) Hanson, the mayor of Fort Pierre, who helped and 
nursed him through his terminal illness; by his three sons Andrew (Andrea) of Rapid City, Nicholas 
(Becky) of Helena, Montana, and Joe of Carnation, Washington. //Obit – Isburg Funeral Chapels// 
According to USAFSS Facebook Page, Ron Schreiner attended at Syracuse Russian class SR-9-4-
61//Joseph “Pepito” Figueroa// 
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******************************************************************************* 
Shackelford, Thomas Wilmer Jr., 91, passed away August 6, 2025.  
Tom enlisted in the U.S. Air Force in 1952, where he would spend the 
next four years of his life serving with the U.S. Air Force Security Service, 
protecting his country through intelligence work. He is survived by his 
wife, Carla Shackelford, of 68 years, his son and daughter-in-law, Phil 
Shackelford (Paula) of El Dorado, AR. //Obit – McBride Funeral 
Home// 
 
 

******************************************************************************* 
Thompson, Robert Charles Jr., 79, passed away August 12, 2025. He 
graduated from Randolph Southern High School as Valedictorian in 1964. He 
then served our nation bravely in the US Air Force, Security Service. He was 
stationed in Greece. Bob is survived by his sons, Robert Brian Thompson and 
Shelby Ryan Thompson (Heidi), their mother Saundra Thompson. //Obit – 
Wilson-Shook Funeral Home// 
 
 
 

******************************************************************************* 
Tuschak, Daniel J., SMSgt (ret), 92, passed away June 15, 2025. He 
married the love of his life, Rosemary (Roie), and together they shared 
64 wonderful years. Dandy served his country with honor and distinction. 
He was a veteran of both the United States Army—serving in Korea—
and the United States Air Force, where he worked as a Chinese linguist 
during a military career that spanned more than 26 years. His service took 
him to Taiwan, Japan, NSA at Fort Meade, San Angelo, and ultimately 
to Security Service Headquarters at Kelly Air Force Base in San Antonio. 
He retired from the Air Force on December 31, 1978. Education was 
another of Dandy’s core values. He attended language school at Yale 

University, earned a bachelor's degree from the University of Maryland, a master's degree from the 
University of Southern California, and pursued a doctorate at Texas A&M University. He is lovingly 
remembered by his wife, Roie; his children Mark (Shannon) Tuschak and Lisa (Tim) Raun. //Obit 
– Mission Parks Funeral Home// 
******************************************************************************* 
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******************************************************************************* 
Tweed, Robert, 87, passed away April 29, 2025. He then entered the U.S. Air 
Force in August 1955, serving 20 years as a linguist, with tours of duty in 
Japan, UK, Italy and Germany. He also retired from the post office in 
Glendale, AZ. He is survived by his wife Joyce and 3 children, Joanne Armuth, 
Mark Tweed and Wayne Tweed. //Obit – Lancaster Online// 
 
 
 

******************************************************************************* 
Vahlsing, James “Jim”, SSgt, 83, passed away May 8, 2025. He joined 
the Air Force and after completing basic training, Jim was assigned to 
Syracuse University where he learned Russian culture and language. He 
served in several duty stations, including San Antonio, Alaska, Berlin, and 
Maryland, before taking a position as an intelligence analyst with the US 
Government. Jim worked at Ft. Meade, MD. Jim’s career afforded him the 
opportunity to travel to multiple countries across 3 continents. Jim is 
survived by his wife of 59 years, Patricia Anne Vahlsing, and their four 
children: Maureen Anne McManus (Christopher Lee McManus), Kathryn 
Elizabeth Conant (John Conant), James Michael Vahlsing, and Suzanne 

Lynn Vahlsing. //Obit - Parsell Funeral Homes & Crematorium// 
******************************************************************************* 

Vaughan, Robert M., 80, passed away. July 13, 2025. Surviving is his wife 
of 54 years, Betty "Becky" Broyles Vaughan; sons, Robert F. Vaughan and 
his wife, Melody, of Richmond, VA and Mark M. Vaughan and his wife, 
Kara, of Roanoke, VA. Robert attended Greenbrier Military School where 
he played the trombone in the company band. He graduated from Lewisburg 
High School, Lewisburg, WV in 1964. He went on to the West Virginia 
Institute of Technology majoring in Mechanical Engineering. Robert was 
drafted while he was there and joined the United States Air Force during 
the Vietnam War. He began in San Antonio, TX and became a part of the 
U.S. Air Force Security Service. Subsequently he was stationed in 

Wiesbaden, Germany. Upon discharge in 1969, he married Becky and returned to West Virginia 
Tech. //Obit – The Roanoke Times// 
******************************************************************************* 
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Weekley, Donald Wiley Jr., 80, passed away June 11, 2025. He worked 
for U.S. intelligence agencies in Vietnam and other Asian countries as an 
intelligence analyst, Chinese linguist and cryptanalyst. He was a veteran of 
the U.S. Air Force Intelligence, Surveillance and Reconnaissance Agency. 
Don attended Tulane University; Yale University's Institute of Far Eastern 
Languages (New Haven); the University of Maryland (Far East Division, 
Japan); and U.S. intelligence agency training schools. He was an honors 
graduate, class leader and co-valedictorian of his Chinese class at Yale. He 
was a frequent speaker to area civic and business organizations on U.S. 
intelligence, military and defense; issues about which he was passionate. 
He also presented national teleconferences and regional lectures on Risk 
Management issues. He was a member of the Association of Former 

Intelligence Officers and the Aircraft Owners and Pilots Association. He was a pilot with 
commercial, multi-engine and instrument ratings. Survived by his beloved, wonderful wife, Lana. 
//Obit – Leitz- Eagan Funeral Home// 
******************************************************************************* 

Wempe, Stephen John, 75, passed away May 11, 2025. “Steve” or “Wemp” 
or “Pudge” joined the Air Force on October 30th, 1967. He attended the Defense 
Language Institute in Monterey, California, where he studied to be a 
Vietnamese Linguist. He graduated top of his class as an honors graduate. From 
there, he went to Vietnam for the remainder of his service. Steve was honorably 
discharged on October 9, 1971. Steve is survived by his wife Chris, son Luke 
(Amanda) Wempe, daughter Angela (Corey) Caves; stepdaughter Heather 
(Trevor) Gaston, stepson Shane Patrick. //Obit – All States Cremation// 
 

******************************************************************************* 
White, Alfred R., A2C, 88, passed away May 14, 2025. Al was a proud veteran 
of the U.S. Air Force, where he served in Northern Japan as a Russian linguist. 
He is survived by his loving wife, Connie, and his two children, David and Lisa. 
//Obit - Palm Beach National Funeral Home and Chapel// 
 
 
 

******************************************************************************* 
 
  



Remain In Touch                                                                                                                                September 2025 

73 

 

 
 

Renew Your Membership Today 
Using PayPal 

 
We have created the capability to now accept electronic membership payments and any other 
funds/donations using PayPal. If you transfer money to funds@ftva.us in PayPal 
https://www.paypal.com/us/home, the money will go directly to the FTVA account and the 
treasurer will automatically be notified. This is a step to increase the ways you can get money 
to FTVA. 
 

For more information simply send an email to: 
membersupport@ftva.us 

  

mailto:funds@ftva.us
https://www.paypal.com/us/home
mailto:membersupport@ftva.us
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WE ARE YOU! 
Past, Present, Future 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

THE FREEDOM THROUGH VIGILANCE 
ASSOCIATION 

THE FTVA IS A PRIVATE, NON-PROFIT CORPORATION ESTABLISHED IN 1981. WE ARE 
DEDICATED TO THE SUPPORT AND PERPETUATION OF SOCIAL, EDUCATIONAL AND 

HUMANITARIAN SERVICES FOR THE USAF AND 16TH AIR FORCE. 

ALL FORMER AND CURRENT MILITARY OR CIVILIAN MEMBERS OF 16TH AF AND ITS 
PREDECESSOR COMMANDS OR AGENCIES ARE ELIGIBLE FOR MEMBERSHIP. SURVIVING 
SPOUSES OF DECEASED PERSONNEL ARE ELIGIBLE FOR ASSOCIATE MEMBER STATUS. 

 


