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COMMITTEE REQUESTS RECOMMENDATIONS FOR DISTINGUISHED ALUMNI

The Hall of Honor Committee is developing criteria for the
selection of Alumni to be inducted into the USAFSS/ESC Hall of
Honor. In a meeting chaired by Herb Macia on 3 November 1983,
the Hall of Honor Committee selected a decade concept (1950's,
60's, 70's, and 80's) for nominations. The committee is begin-
ning work on the 1950's for memorialization in 1984.

The committee recognizes the significance of this task, and
therefore wants to enlist the support of all members of the
Alumni Association. If you know a member who served in USAFSS
during the 1950's whom you feel is deserving of consideration

as a Distinguished Alumni, please prepare a short summary of the
individual's contribution (airborne development, support to the
Korean War effort, major systems developments, civil engineering,
personnel, administration, etc.). Submit your recommendations to
the ESC Command Historical Office (HQ ESC/HO, San Antonio TX
78243) within the next 30-60 days if possible. The committee
will use your input to further develop information which may

lead to a nomination to the Alumni Association Board of Directors
for induction into the Hall of Honor. To assist you in develop-
ing your recommendation, the committee generally will use the
following criteria in its selection of nominees.

Criteria for Nomination to the USAFSS/ESC Hall of Honor

1. Individuals who are credited with having conceived of, or
having been the driving force behind, the introduction or
development of a new concept for accomplishing the command
mission which has had a very significant or far-reaching impact
on USAFSS's or ESC's effectiveness, structure or role within
the Air Force or cryptologic community.

2. Indiyiduals who are craedijted with having demonstrated the
technical skills, operational understanding and/or leadership
ability in carrying out an assigned operations task which truly
sets them apart as having accomplished something of unusual
significance.

3. Individuals recognized by their peers as being uniquely
skilled in the performance of their assigned duties and whose
performance has been so dedicated and noteworthy as to set them
apart as one of a very elint group.

4. Individuals who are clearly recognized as prime movers among
the cryptologic professionals who contributions to the USAFSS or
ESC have been clearly understood as being unique and worthy of
recognition reserved for a very small and elite group.

Bob Rush
HQ ESC/HO
San Antonio TX 78243
Phone (512) 925-2303
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The following photoaraphs were taken at the Reunion picnic,
30 September 1983, of Association members enjoying the food,
drink and pleasure of seeing old friends.
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STEVEN B. WAPLES

BETTY J. McMAKIN
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SOUTH TEXAS
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IN AND AROUND SAN ANTONIOD

Dennis E. Thole
REALTOR
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LETTERS OF "THANKS"

The following letters were receiyved from two of the Founders
and Distinguished Alumni remembered in the Hall of Honor.

"Dear Bill,

Thank you for your letter of 28 September.” I am very sorry
I could not attend the Alumni celebration and I am honored to
be selected for the Hall of Honor. The years I spend commanding
the Security Service and building it up from nothing was one of
the most enjoyable periods in my career.

The ice bucket I received is very beautiful and greatly
appreciated. Every time I use it I will be reminded of the
great privilege I had to be a part of such an outstanding
organization. Again I regret that I could not be present at the
reunion but if any of the old timers still remember me, please
give them my regards.

Sincerely,

Royll
(Lt Gen Roy H. Lynn, USAF, Ret)

"Willjam T. Ballard
President, USAFSS/ESC Alumni Association

Dear Bill:

There are no words. I can't describe the pride I feel to be

in the company of those honored in the Hall of Honor. I guess
I've received my share of awards and decorations over the years
but this is one of those honors that brings my whole service
life in focus.

I will try to write all my thoughts later when I have recovered
from the deep emotional feeling the Alumni Association has caused
with this once in a lifetime honor.

Please accept my sincere thanks for all the work eyeryone did to
prepare such a fine ceremony and wonderful evening allowing
Annie and I and my family to see so many old friends and meet
new ones.

Regards and thanks to all,

Wesley G. Wineinger"
(CWO, USAF, Ret)

o = = = = = = = = = - = L . LT = L e

KEEP IN TOUCH
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"Red"” Jarrett, Manager
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courtyards
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@ 6 MOS. OR MONTH TO MONTH
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DELUXE ACCOMADATIONS
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INSTANT HOME!
Fully Equipped Apartments

Adult & Family Living

L C
THE DESIRABLE

4411 GARDENDALE AT WURZBACH NORTHWEST AREA
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° BUY @ SELL ] RENT ° NOTARY
(Complete Real Estate Services - New & Preowned)

Bill Beal Realty

Multiple 1810 MOSSY CREEK

Listing SAN ANTONIO, TEXAS 78245

Service &
REALTOROMLS DL -.h:'

WILLIAM C. “BILL” DEAL

(512) 673-8333

(512) 684-0084 P.O. BOX 29385
(512) 675-1240 SAN ANTONIO, TX 78229

USAFSS/ESC Alumni Association President Bill Ballard presenting
the Association award to Colonel Bill Andersen, Wing Commander;
of the Outstanding Mobilization Unit, at the COMFY OLYMPICS
Awards banquet.

PRO TEX

7238 Gallery Ridge
San Antonio, Texas 78250

THE NEW BOARD

Bill Ballard President 512-680-6425
Doye Uptain Vice President
Bil1l Verbert Treasurer o

) “Top to Bottom Service Gary Belcher
Wesley Akins Secretary
Fred Barrett Publicity A Complete Line of Industrial, Institutional, and
Buck Rogers Membership Municipal Chemical Products
Jim Youngson Active Duty Membership
crover MoMakin Adhilies tration Grounds Care Bondhus Balldriver Tools
Tom Hanley Social InseCt}C1des ' Pressure Sprayers
Mary Holub Historian C?StOdlal Clea?lng Products ) Pa?t? Washers
i1 Tard E1)erssn Ao tivit]gs High Tech Lubricants Dow-Corning Silicone Seal-

Pool Products ants

Bill Wray Sports

Dan "Duke" Dapolito Newsletter

Specializing in South Texas Hard Water Problems

Call For ree Consul i
The ESC Point of Contact (non Board member) is Lt Col Fred McCollu A Free tation
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IN TOUCH WITH THE PAST

Before we get started with the normal reflection of stories

from our readers, I must tell you a story I heard at the
Founders Dedication ceremony told my Ralph Pittenger and

Denny Royce about an incident which occurred at the 1st RSM in
the early 50's when the unit was at Johnson Island. As many

of you know, our Security Police have always been a separate
"breek of cops" independent from the normal regular base Security
Police on our major bases; all known in those days as "Air
Policemen." Well, it appears that the 1st RSM had an individual
who Toved to irritate the base policemen by throwing fire
crackers at them as they were going through the base. One day

a highly dedicated policeman commenced to chase our lst Radio
man when he disrupted a conversation at the main gate by

tossing a fire cracker at the guard post. The chase led to the
Ist Radio compound where our man began to run around the barbed
wire fence protecting the compound. On about the second time
around, our man shouted to the 1st Radio policeman in the guard
shack to get his badge out and he would pick it up shortly.

So as can be expected, when our man approached the guard shack,
he grabbed the badge and went into the compound area and into
the Operations building. Our base air policeman, in full chase,
started to go into the compound area when our dedicated and
always alert 1st Radio policeman met him with his 45 out and
ready, advising him he could go no further. The base policeman
said he was chasing an offender of the Taw and he had every right
to chase him wherever he went. Well a big argument started with
supervisors from both sides, operations officers and flight
commander all being called in. In the meantime, while all this
was going on, our 1st Radio individual went into the compound,
changed clothes, came through the guard shack where everyone

was still arguing, greeted them with a pleasant "good day" and
went on his merry way leaving everyone behind to settle the
controversy of authorities and responsibilities of air policemen.
Denny and Ralph could not recall the names of any of the indi-
yiduals involved. Does anyone out there remember this story?

Another nice thing happened during the Reunion weekend when we
met a new member and his wife, Jim and Mary Merill. Jim is
retired and happens to be an author with a book recently published
titled, "Heroes and Other Enlisted Men." The book covers
humorous events and happenings during his first tour of duty

with the Air Force which consisted of basic training, Radio
Operator School and the 2nd RSM, Darmstadt, Germany. Jim was at
Darmstadt in the early 50's just prior to the time it changed

to the 6911th RSM. Names have been changed to save embarrassment
and protect the guilty, but if you were there, some individuals
and places and events are definitely recognizable. Most of the
stories concern Able Flight or the "Able Animals" as they were
known then. Anyone who was stationed there from 1952-1956

should try to read the book -- it may bring back some memories
about the Cafe Royale in Frankfurt and the Qasis and the Hof

Brau Haus in Darmstadt as well as some well known characters that
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were popular at the time,

Now it's time to get along with our regular business and talk
about the 3rd RSM. The 3rd RSM, like the 1st and 2nd RSMs,
derived its heritage from the Ayrmy during World War II. It was
originally designated as the 951st Signal Radio Intelligence
Company, Ayiation, and then redesignated and organized as the
3rd Army Air Force Radio Squadron Mobile and assigned to the

9th Air Force effectiye 20 March 1944. From the very inception,
activation and reorganization of the 3rd RSM, it was brought

out that the RAF had given every consideration to the schooling
and establishment of the unit. They provided splendid schools,
which have trained personnel in yoice intercept, cryptography,
intelligence, VHF, HF, MF (D/F) without which the unit would have
been severely handicapped. While seryving in World War II,

the 3rd RSM moved from England to France and then on to Germany
where it was inactivated on 3 October 1945. After a lapse of
about four years, the Department of the Air Force directed the
reactivation of the 3rd RSM on 9 November 1949. The activation
of the Unit was accomplished on 21 Noyvember 1949 at Brooks AFB,
lexas. The 3rd RSM was entitled to the history, battle honors
and any colors belonging to the former 3rd RSM which was
previously inactivated on 3 October 1945, After about five
months at Brooks AFB, the 3rd RSM received its movement orders
on 18 April 1950 to move to Alaska. The advance Air Echelcn
moved to Alaska and arrived there on 1 May 1950, while the rest
of the unit departed Brooks AFB on 16 May 1950 and arrived at
EImendorf AFB, Anchorage, Alaska on 1 June 1950. On 8 May 1955,
the 3rd RSM was inactivyated and the 6981st Radio Squadron, Mobijle
was activated in its place.

According to Lucius Ruff and B. J. Cook, when they got up there
in early 1952 the unit had three detachments: Adak, Nak Nak

and Nome. B. J. arrived at the 3rd in January 1952 when it was
located near the Ft Richardson Highway. Emijl Poliwka was the
Commander, Lt Nanning was the Adjutant and CWO Vournell was the
Personnel Officer. B. J. remembers three First Shirts up there,
Master Sergeants Myers, May and Murphy (I guess you could call
them the "3 M's"). B.J. was in the Personnel section at the
time and remembers pulling gurad duty in snow up to "his 6 o'clock"
during alerts. Also during that period troops being assigned up
there were required to attend Arctic Suryival Training which
must have been a cold, cold experience. Boy, our young troops
don't know what they're missing not belonging to a mobile
squadron and practice actual movements during alerts.

Lucius arriyved at Elmendorf in December 1951 and in February 1952
moved to Adak and Tearned to love the Navy as USAFSS, as usual,
was a tenant unit on the big island. Lucius recalls one humorous
incident about a weird head cook assigned to the det that made
some kind of deal with the Nayy and acquisitioned 1000 pounds

of ground beef for the Air Force dining hall. Well the unit

only had about 100 troops assigned so it was obyious that they
ate ground beef till it came out their ears -- eating it in

every conceivable way for about a week or more -- 3 times a day!:
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For some reason, Lucius says he is not very fond of hamburgers
today!

(Note: The two gentlemen mentioned above were recently
hospitalized. B.J. became i11 while attending the reunion
activities and spent four days at Wilford Hall before returning
to Florida -- last we heard from him, he's doing fine. Lucius
recently had major surgery and was released on 5 November. He
is doing fine and will be recuperating for about a month. Our
best wishes go to these two individuals and other members who
are feeling under the weather.)

Well, that's all there is for this time, good people. Next time
we plan to look into memories of the 8th RSM. I'm sure there
are many, many people out there who were part of that unit.
Let's hear from you even if you think jt's trivia. Please write
to me at 1814 Rawhide, San Antonio TX 78227 or call me 674-4340.
Haye pen and will trayel anywhere in the vicinity:

"Duke" Dapolito

Let the word go forth from this time and place, to friend
and foe alike, that the torch has been passed to a new genera-
tion of Americans, born in this century, tempered by war,
disciplined by a hard and bitter peace, proud of our ancient
heritage, and unwilling to witness or permit the slow undoing
of those human rights to which this nation has always been
committed today at home and around the world, ..

Let eyery nation know, whether it wishes us well or il11,
that we shall pay any price, bear any burden, meet any hard-
ship, support any friend, oppose any foe to assure the survival
and the success of liberty...

The energy, the faith, the devotion which we bring to this
endeavor will light our country and all who serve it, and the
flow from that fire can truly 1light the world. ..

And so, my fellow Americans, ask not what your country
can do for you; ask what you can do for your country.

(Extract from Inaugural address, January 20, 1961, given by
President John Fitzgerald Kennedy. )
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