





KLOCKO: Supplemental Research.

ELLERSON: The memo refers to an Air Force Security Group. Did you go
through a stage there where you had to call it a group first?

KLOCKO: This is interesting. We didn't have, at that time, agencies in
the Air Force. We did have groups. There was Army Security
Agency and Naval Security Group, so "agency" was a foreign term
in the Air Force structure. So, I said, "Let's call it the Air
Force Security Group." At this point we started branching out
completely across the Air Staff in setting this thing up--one of
the most interesting exercises I have ever run into. Here you
are, starting to organize a major command in the Air Force. This
is basically one guy with Harry Towler--two guys. Most of these
people are saying, "What's this deal?" Our answer, "Sorry, we
can't tell you." This went over like a lead balloon. With the
personnel people, they asked, "Where are they going? What are
they going to do?" I said, "Can't tell you." This became a
pretty hairy operation, because you couldn't clear these guys.
They really didn't have any need to know. So, we'd just say,
"Well, it has been approved by the Chief of Staff, so let's get
on with it." Anyway, in going to the manpower and organization
people-- because we had to get tables of organizations drawn up
for all these things--they said, "No. As a major command, we'd
advise you not to call it Air Force Security Group." They were
very cooperative. "But we have 'services.'" We had AACS and we
had Weather Service, and we had a bunch of them. "So, let's call
it 'Security Service.' Is that all right?" I said, "It's
alright with me. I don't give a damn." I just sort of picked
the title "group" out of the air.

Support to Tactical Commands, USAFSS Prime Mission

The following dialogue between Bill Ellerson and General Klocko shows
our primary ties to the new Air Force's operating commands.

ELLERSON: General Klocko, in researching available histories for this
interview, I noted that your consistent theme was special
intelligence support to Air Force tactical operations. Well,
before the formal transfer of the lst, 2nd, and 8th RSMs to the
Air Force, your staff is recorded as working on target
assignments for these three units in support of projected
support to tactical air operations.

KLOCKO: Remember, there is no centralized control authority. We were
supporting the Air Force. That was our job--to support the Air
Force with special intelligence.

ELLERSON: With timely, tactical special intelligence.
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KLOCKO: That's correct. We weren't in the strategic intelligence
business. We were supposed to support the Air Force operating
units. That was the original thrust of the whole thing.

Permanent Location of USAFSS Picked

In response to a question from Col George Mason on how USAFSS's per-
manent location was picked, General Klocko gave the following story:

KLOCKO: That was one of the things General Cabell talked to Roy Lynn and
myself about. He said: "One of the main things we're going to
have to do is determine where this command is going to be lo-
cated." Roy and I talked about this quite a bit--our desks were
next to each other. ASA and the Naval Security Group were both
in the washington area. Do we want to be in the Washington area?
We sort of said, no, that isn't good, although there are diffi-
culties in being away from the Washington area. The Air Force at
that time was talking about decentralization. The Army and Navy
were really centered in Washington. Materiel Command, SAC, AACS
were nearby. . .the whole kit and kaboodle. . .everybody was in
Washington. The Air Staff was trying to move things out.

Shortly after that, SAC moved out. . .TAC had already moved down
to Langley. We had started moving major units out. General
Cabell said, "We don't want Washington. Let's look at some of

the property that's in military hands. . .the War Department, the
Naval. . .Department of the Navy and see if some of them can
assist us." So, we went to the Army and Navy and said, "What sur-
plus property do you have?" We went around and looked at quite a
few of the coast artillery posts. . .very lovely, you know, they
had the water and old brick quarters built back in 1885. . . .
Anyway, Dave Wade and I used to fly around in an old, beat-up B-25
and look at some of these places. To make a very long story
short, after we went through the whole bit, the whole kit and
kaboodle, General Cabell and Roy made a decision. I was pretty
much out of it. I was just helping, going along, getting my
flying time in, sort of keeping my finger in to see what was hap-
pening. General Cabell, along with Roy's recommendation, said,
"let's go to Kelly. It's a big place. They have the facilities
there." It could be a target area, which was one of the main con-
siderations in 1948 and 1949--the cold war. The time had come to
start thinking about the target areas, facilities, and all of this
sort of thing. The final solution was to move out of Arlington
Hall, because the Army was really pushing to get us out of there.
They had been most cooperative, but had their own problems on
space for expansion. At that time, the 12th Air Force was moving
out of Brooks and they had a building which was half being used.
So, bang! General Cabell got ahold of those who had authorization
in the construction program to start this building (building 2000
on Kelly AFB). His thing was, "Don't argue with anybody. Get the
concrete laid! Get the concrete down! And then you're set.
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Before you get a headquarters, and get the Air Force commit

ted to

this thing, we have to have a building that we can point to and

say, 'That's the headquarters of USAF Security Service.'"

the construction approved. The move came out of Arlington
down to Brooks and construction started on this building.

AFB in the summer of 1949,

After General Klocko's in-depth stories on how, from the Air St

We got
Hall

That
was the start. . . I left to go to the Air War College at Maxwell

aff

level, the command was started, the interview moved to Mr. Gordon Sommers.

Gordy told of the time he was backing up the "other side" looking at
unification of the Special Intelligence function within the Defense
Department, while then Colonel Klocko was attempting to establish a
command responsive to Air Force operational requirements. OQur inter

view

with Gordon Sommers took the form that anyone who knows him would expect.
He was typically reserved, the credit went to everyone else, and he was

just "doing my job," supporting someone else.

We then moved into our interview with General Hetherington. He
outlined his career in communications and training to the Air War Co

1lege

where he received orders assigning him to the Air Force Security Service.

The discussion went as follows:

HETHERINGTON: I went around to all my classmates trying to find out

what

this was. No one had ever heard of it. I decided maybe I
should come down to Brooks Field to find out what kind of

organization this was. [ arrived by airplane and Bowers met

me and took me up to see Mike Maury, the acting comma

I asked him about Security Service and he said, "Well

sorry, I can't tell you a thing." (Laughter).
SOMMERS: Welcome to the command!

ELLERSON: Were you commander-designate at that time?

nder.
s 1M

HETHER INGTON: No, no. I was designated at that time, I think, as Opera-

tions Officer. . . . I didn't know what I was going
be. I think the idea was that I was to be Chief of

to

Operations. I came down in July 1949. There was not a
very long time of overlap between Roy Lynn and I when I

was named commander. The biggest problem I had as

commander was who to talk to in the Pentagon. Everytime

it came to attempting to justify the facilities and
resources we needed, it appeared that there was no

coordination with regard to this command and the U. S. Air

Force.
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USAFSS Reporting Mission Established

MASON:

(Speaking to Hetherington) 1 think one of the significant reasons
this command has been successful over the years is that it has had
a good reporting program. We've been able to get a good flow of
information to the operating commands in a way they can use it.

In the beginning, we were struggling to do much of anything. The
material copied at our units was not of top quality; we didn't
have a lot of people that could do a lot with it; we were really
struggling in a lot of ways. General Hetherington, I recall a
little speech you made in which you said that you wanted a product
to start going to the operating commands. You said you wanted to
see those reports. You were going to read them every day. Well,
some of us got pretty hot cranking out reports. We took a lot
more interest in the achievements of the command. I date a lot of
the success of the reporting mission of the command back to that
point in time. It is a good thing you came along and made that
speech.

Following our discussion with General Hetherington, we moved into yet
another most interesting interview of Col John Shean.

Creating the New Command--The "Working Level" Perception

MASON:

SHEAN:

John, tell us how it feels to walk out of a viable special
intelligence world into a brand new one that won't give you the
resources for it.

When we were talking before here, I was thinking to myself.

"Well, maybe one of the interesting things would be my impression
at the working level." We've heard from General Klocko on what
went on behind the scenes at the staff level and with the Army and
Navy and everything. [ was involved from the beginning in the
working level part of this. For example, I sat on committees,
too, but they were all working Tevel committees with the ASA.

When I first came in to the Army Security Agency, of course I was
in the Signal Corps. I went to the headquarters and I was Direc-
tor of Training on the staff of the ASA. Subsequent to that, I
went to one of their fixed stations as a commander. And then I
went over to Europe as a commander of what was a tactical outfit--
a signal company. Then I came back and was integrated into the
Air Force. 1 was picked up in the program you mentioned they
kicked off. . .where they were looking to earmark some people that
were available in the integration program, the Army Air Corps, and
so forth. I was picked up in that and brought in and told to
report to Arlington Hall Station to room so-and-so. So, I did. I
reported to Colonel Lynn. That's where I got started into this
thing. Of course, it was like coming back home for me. But one
thing I wanted to mention a 1ittle more strongly than we have be-
fore, about what I thought was the major problem at the working
level in the beginning, and that was this business of strategic
intelligence versus tactical intelligence as we knew it during
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about 1953, when we submitted our first R & D requirements and
"systemized" our equipment systems. But in the beginning, our
lack of equipment was a big problem. But, yet, we were supposed
to get going. And this, incidently, is where we started the
finest equipment program that we had--really, as it turned
out--the old H-1 vans. That came about because everybody knew
that we needed it--and it got started early, fortunately--and you
had to fund it, and you had to justify it. Remember that?

ELLERSON: While you are on the H-1 van, we researched it a little Tlast
night, and it says, "By August of 1950, it was determined that
the cost to redesign the standard A3A vans we received from the
Army would be prohibitive. We went out under a Project 222 to
get 216 trailers, which ended up being the H-1 vans many years
later. The requirement for the H-1 van. . .was early, very
early recognized. . . .

SHEAN: Afterwards. . .when General Hetherington was there. . .and General
wade. . .remember, we said when we got the units they were
completely "blotto." They had stripped them of all the people
that were any good, except for some NCOs that were left. Well, we
started pumping personnel in--operational types--and we started
pumping them in overseas to be trained over there in the
beginning. Then, later, we started the school at Brooks. But, in
the beginning, we started just sending them over there direct. We
needed officers about that time, because they had no experienced
officers whatsoever in the units.

As you might anticipate, there was much more than the foregoing
extract of the interview produced. Several stories can't be told here for
continuing security reasons. Also, there was much reminiscing about
various personalities in USAFSS in early years, and laughs over numerous
anecdotes. From my perspective as a late comer to the command (September
of 1950), I found the stories fascinating. I was sorry I hadn't heard
them 34 years ago. [ am most pleased at this time to be part of the
process to now obtain this information to share with all concerned.

Bill Ellerson
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Frank J. Prosser

2502 Babcock Rd.

Apt, 202

San Antonio, TX 73229
Phone: 512-692-7506

March 6, 1934
Mr. Daniel Dapolito
USAFSS/ESC Alumni Assn.
1814 Rawhide Lane
San Antonio, TX 78227

Dear Mr. Dapolito:

Please vlace the following reunion notice in your publicatiorn,
Thank you very much.

10th Radio Squadron Mobile/FU-LANT. RAF Station
Chickeands, Zngland. RIUNION-Sept 28-29, San Antonio,
TX, for everyone assigned or attached these AF/Navy

Units 1950-1953. Reunion will be in conjunction with
USAFSS/=SC Annual Alumni zet-together. Contact: Frank
Prosser, 2502 Babcock Rd., # 202, San Antonio 78229,
Phone: 512-492-750% or Ralph "Bull" Rich, 6506 Fleethill
Dr., San Antonio 73242, Fnones 512-674-2L59,

Azain thank you,

Sincerely,

f D
% L@ hq4?‘ﬁwﬂ/_
< Frank J, Prosser
CMSGT, USAF (Ret.)

P.S. I am a member of the Alumni Association.

IN TOUCH WITH THE PAST

Well, it seems the 8th RSM has triggered memories from quite a
few people, resulting in more inputs. Therefore, for this

issue we will continue with the 8th Radio Squadron Mobile stories
from the memories of Bob Jones, Dick Flint and B. J. Cook.

First, we will quote Bob Jones' letter.
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San Antonio, Texas
February 25, 1984

Dear Dap;

This letter is with regard to the article beginning on page 15
of the Volume III, No. 1, 15 February 1984, Alumni Association

Newsletter.

Following the gist of the article, "In Touch with the Past",
I would like to break into the article somewhere about the middle
of paragraph 2 and inject a few more memories, names,places and
things which I know will spark the memory of many others.

Without regard for literary form and grammatical structure
I will proceed with ... I was at Vint Hill Farms, Warrenton, Va.
during the time activities were being generated for the transfer
of the 8th R3M to the USAF at Brooks AFB, Texas, and later I was
at Two Rock Ranch, California (ASA) where my boss was MSgt John
P. Shean (later to be Col John P. Shean, USAFSS Ret) and a S3gt
Wesley G. Wineinger,(later to be CWO Wesley G. Wineinger, USAFSS
Ret). These fine gentlemen were two of the six honored by the
Alumni Association in their 1983 festivities. There others with
whom I worked in ASA who later became solid USAFSS oldtimers, such
as MSgt Purl C. Wright (Pop Wright to most) who is USAFSS Ret. and
now deceased. Pop Nright was one of the founders of the 1st R3M
and later was recognized as one of the best staff planners in the

Command .

Leigh Newell mentions haircuts...the barber we most remember
who also moved to the new Hq Bldg at Kelly, was Ernie Wisdom--
reckon hoe .many of us had their hair cut by Ernie?? Now test your
memory, who was the wonderful, old shoe shine man who also moved
along with Ernie Wisdom. ILei h is correct, the Commander of the
8th R3M was Hardy (William L.) and he was a Major at the time.

Capt Wyman M, Bridges was the adjutant and his assistint was
Capt J.V. Henry who shortly became the Adjutant. Oh yes, Major
laurence Gustofson came in February 1951 to be the Deputy Cmdr.
If T recall correctly the 1stSgt was Everett W. Chappell who
was later succeeded by MSgt Freeman Sattlemier (sicg. By the
way, sverett Chappell is deceased (died of a heart attack in 2
fishing boat at Lake L8J).

In the lMorse Intercept school, many of you will remember
MSgt lMcCammon, WO Leon “atheny, Louis Jones, WO Jones (Puddin
Head), Jim Settles, Linus 3Schwartz, Albert H. Quigg, Donald
Beckham, karl D, Carlile who, by the way, was a student and was
kept at Zrooks to be an instructor. Then there was “erle Vernone,
John Sonar, Donald R. Jly (6'9*), A1C Grayson L., Cummins, later
to be LCol .3AFSS Ret -- now residing in Boerne, Texas. Leigh
said he recalled someone named Grisom (sic), his name was 1stlt
Woodie 1., Grisham, and many of us remember 1stLt william H.

Taylor who, among other duties, was the 53dn Historian.
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How about Aubrey C. (Duke) Keeter, R i

o r . obert F., Kidd i
B ﬁagper, Clyde S?lnson, CWO George Wiikes -- who u;edeié ggiggéi
on having been assigned to a blimp unit at Brooks AFB back in 1933

In a slightly later era (52-53) most i

I L y - of us who were in

gggii:;ogzu;;&% rggg%prgighg gay, Lucian Ruff, Don Fleeglé, Capt

illy Johnson, Capt Joseph H, A (0
Ross Parker, Delbert Learned (Goobef) - nety. R T
: ¢ Matt D, Cornett, R

iﬁgg}nsi dpbgrt L. Danhausen, Donald é. Dundas, Julian'FaSEiigrE.

ol %e L. fhlte (USAFSS Ret and now working for Sterling McCall’
yota in San Antonio), and there was also James A, Harbour

Most of the folks mentioned above will

e re

vividly, the "South Presa Lounge! ""Hiway Inn"?ewgggﬁysg$gh:§£y
’

"Edge of T E i
theg : own Tavern", Etc... and many of the wives can®t forget

I am having a difficult time findi
ing a place t
Sﬁeioxeriggmtgr tgetgreat times at the olg Ncg Club gtsgggék:ut
: he slot machines and the free ha hours
Eég bapd danc%ng,_great $1.00 steak and drinkpggghts éngogﬁglgu er
stag n1ght§ with imported shows, and ... enough of %hat fog
too many wives can't forget. e

I will close this episode with so i i i
of the aforementioned together -- somewﬁgtmeorles ekl

In August 1951, TSgt Earl D. Carlile
. and myself
ggsziiédcgzgt;uz on gr%irshto to to Tripoli as mZmberé 2?02%ea S
o esta ish the 34th RSM. Our orders r
ggiougg the 2nd RSM (Darmstadt, Germany) and the 12th Rggt?iagis-
frog,Wigigigy%éllgheTarran%emgnt was that Barl and I would drive
» Texas to New York in Earl's car and
3ﬁgegsgs.h (NOTE:‘ the car he was driving was a '46 Cgevs?%rihink)
: pgevigusa%ozgnalg iﬁ NCO Céub raffle (I think) in Germany during
n e speedmeter was calibrated in ki
rather than MPH), ((ANOTHER NOTE: So i el
‘ nar ) : here in Ohio we picked
a hitchhiking sailor who was absoluie?ew fed at T
: or d at the speed at
which Earl was cruising the old Chev"y We di o
. ' We didn't tell hi
???Tﬁggﬁdmeter was in KPH until we dropped him off muchhi2t22§§
b ﬁOTE: I kept the record of our expenses on the back of
o ravel orders., A copy of this very neat ledger is

attached as 5 :
not))). a matter cf, the way it used to be, believe it or

Anyway, what I was going to state is th
) at we b
grrlXed at the 2nd RSM on the evening of the day onsxhigﬁuiﬁzly
sgggiigogilﬁig dggiom I want name) had just shot himself while
! : -- an investigati
heavily involved in a black marke% ségg.had Sl

Our arrival at the 12th RSM was far less eventful. The

Commander was LCol Heald who was re j
placed by Maj John P.
the same MSgt John P, Shean with whom I wasysta%ioned at %Sgan,
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Rock Ranch, California ('47-'48). The Sqdn Personnel was none
other than 2Lt/1Lt Grayson L, Cummins, the same Airman Cummins
from the old 8th who had been commissioned.

Earl later went on to Tripoli and became the NCOIC of Ops
at the 34th RSM. I remained at the 12th RSM to play football and
baseball on the base teams--the coach of these base teams was
Lt Cummins who was a former St Mary's athelete.

With so many years, friends, stories and memories from
ASA, into USAFSS and retirement in San Antonio and then back into
the Alumni Association there is rejiil—%f place to.eng ... we

just stop here for now. 7 z
7 S

L2 s MONELD B \Kﬁmv .(( JONES
e fals P CovsE # CMSgt USAFSS Ret.

508 o poB- Penw
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Our next two letters came from Dick Flint and B. J. Cook in
handwritten form and will be quoted in part and hopefully
correctly. Dick starts off by saying:

"Between your invitation to write and what Leigh Newell (15 Feb
84 Newsletter, pg 16) had to say, I thought I might just as

well send this off to you. Sorry, though, it's not about the
8th RSM but the "other" squadron at Brooks -- the original
6923rd Personnel Processing Squadron. Actually, I started this
letter after reading the 15 August 1983 Newsletter with Don
Reichard's comments on page 33. And I, too, noted the 1st RSM --
at Johnson Island mistake on page 28 of the 15 November 1983
jssue." (Editor's note -- Why me, Lord, why me?") "But with
the Thanksgiving and year-end holiday rapidly approaching, I
decided against completing and mailing this at that time. Now,
though, 1'11 take the time to let you know I do enjoy reading
"In Touch With The Past" and "History -- In the Beginning" --
really the whole newsletter. Prompted by what others have writ-
ten, I'd 1ike to pass along some of my memories and experiences --
for what they are worth. You may edit this anyway you wish, or
not publish it at all. Actually, I was hesitant in writing
because what may have been of interest or funny to me, may not
come across the same to our fellow alumni. Still, I've enjoyed
reading the experiences of others because they have brought back
some fond memories, and maybe some of mine will too.

My assignment to Security Service began on June 4, 1951, when

I took the familiar bus ride from Lackland to Brooks Field.

We wound up in old Barracks 21 and I do mean old. Rumors had

it that Lindberg stayed there during his pilot training. I can
vouch for the fact that the appropriations for new facilities,
mentioned in the last newsletter, never came through as best as

I could tell. But "21" looked great after coming from Tent City.
If you weren't at Lackland during the Korean War, picture a sea
of tents. It reminded me quite a bit of movies I had seen

about WW I -- and after a rain, it was a sea of mud!

Since no one breathed a word about what Security Service was
all about, I turned to my trustee "The Airman's Handbook" --
and sure enough, it was shown in the Major Air Force Commands'
organization chart (plate 3, page 168, first edition, revised
reprint) (I still have it). However, on the surrounding pages
that gave capsulized descriptions of their missions, one was
missing -- yup, Security Service! Anyway, while waiting for

my interim clearance to attend the Intelligence Specialist Course
at Lowry AFB, I too, pulled guard duty and KP, similar to that
mentioned by Don Reichard, as well as the day-in and day-out
casual duties (vulgarly referred to as s--- details) of cutting
grass, picking up everything that wasn't nailed down, helping
unpack crates in the flight line hangars, etc. The guard duty
was either around the compound or the class rooms south of it.
Remember the network of covered wooden sidewalks? One could
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get out of guard duty -- though receive credit for pulling it --
if you had the neatest fatigues, the best military bearing, and
promptly as well as correctly stated one or more of the eleven
general orders. The next best two or three would be designated
supernumeraries, those who had to walk a post only if someone
became sick. I recall lucking out on more than one occasion
regarding guard duty. I think three years in the Civil Air
Patrol Cadet Program helped because I really had those general
orders well memorized. As for KP, that was a different story!
(To set the stage, we had a flight chief in basic that kept us
out of KP -- his name was Cpl Kadell and he was waiting to get
into 0CS. Later on, I heard he not only made it but became a
(or the) Cadet Commander. He also must have had the patience

of a saint with our flight since we were mostly "red lines".
Because of the crunch of Korean War enlistments, supply often
ran out of various clothes. For those of us who could not
receive certain fittings, we did not stay with the flight to
which we were first assigned. As a result, you never saw such a
mixed bag of basics in your 1ife as in our flight: tall, short,
fat, thin, big feet, small heads, etc. By mid-June, Brooks was
issuing some blues, not just 0Ds as mentioned by Leigh, as I
picked up a few more items I did not get at Lackland. VYup, I

still have my 201 file and shot record! Now back to KP at Brooks.)

It was really a shock to my system. I thought things would get
better out of basic. I hated KP with a passion! and we never

ran out of doing it. When I first got to Brooks, Corporals and
up were exempt. So, I pulled my first KP when I finally made
Airman 2nd Class (the grades of Corporal and (Buck) Sergeant

were changed about then to Airman 2nd and 1st Class), the powers
that be raised those exempt to Airman 1lst Class. So KP continued
once every three to four weeks, as I recall. Then, through being
in the proverbial "right place at the right time", I made

Airman 1st on my first try with only five months time in grade.
(What happened was another airman was put in for promotion and
passed over. It was either Ray Champoux or George Sopko (I know
neither) who was a WW IT vet with hash marks up and down his
sleeve and ribbons all over his chest. As I heard it, his 0IC
raised cane to the point where me and the other one rode in on
his shirt tail.) What luck! Unfortunately, it didn't last
because a short time later only the top three grades (Staff, Tech
and Master) were exempt from KP, and so it continued on. I

guess what really upset most of us was the fact that we still

had to pull KP even after we began our regular duties in the
compound. As the favorite saying went: "To hell with the
mission, let's get those pots and pans clean!" Eventually I
shipped to the original (again) 6920th Security Group at Johnson
Air Base, Japan and never pulled KP after that.

Duke, regarding your references to Johnson (sic) Island, all

of us heading to the 6920th were often told abou? it being there
which really shook up the troops. I don't know if our command
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had any units on Johnston Island or not." (Editor's Note --
NO, I just goofed; let's forget Johnson/Johnston Island --
maybe it will sink and go away!!!!)

"Oh yes, I almost pulled mess check at Parks AFB, California

when 1 was being mustered out in 1955. They were looking for

a Staff Sergeant, and that was one time it paid to be short
(remember me being red lined in basic?). There were several
taller "volunteers" available standing in front of me in our
formation. As for CQ that Don Reichard mentioned, I was only
assigned that once -- at Shiroi, where the 6920th relocated in
1954. Don also mentioned clearances, which I recall two inci-
dents -- one related, though dis-similar to his experience. I
met someone for the first time at Brooks who only lived 20 miles
from my home town -- on a farm and he found out he wasn't cleared.
He thought it might be because he had sent away to various
organizations for literature associated with some of his political
science courses when in college. Many of us, though, felt that
with the number of clearances the FBI had to check out, if they
ran into any sort of snag, such as trying to contact a neighbor
reference who was never home, they just dropped the investigation
and moved on to another one. We weren't suspicious of their
lToyalty, especially if they had become buddies. On a lighter
side, the second situation had to do with our return to Brooks
from tech school in late September, 1951. OQur orders were cut

to begin work in the compound. However, upon reporting, we
learned we did not have full clearances; our CBIs had not been
completed. So, they didn't want us, and as far as the 6923rd
knew, we were assigned to operations. We were more or less in
limbo, free to float around. No one was particularly keen on
advising the Orderly Room of this condition since we had had our
fill of GI'ing the area. I spent most of my time during duty
hours in the base 1ibrary avoiding the duty sergeant in charge

of casuals. I don't recall his name but he was a tough one,

or at least tough looking -- to this green 19 year old -- who
wore WW II Tank Destroyer Forces patch on a light weight jacket.
I also remember burying my face in a magazine every time he
checked out the library. Some of the men took jobs in San Antonio,
and one of my buddies worked in Joske's Department store through
the holidays. I went home on leave and returned 7 January 1952,
resuming my stint in the library.

A week or so later the Orderly Room finally wised up and we were
back pulling casual duties. Fortunately, my clearance finally
came through and I reported 25 January 1952 to begin work for

which T was trained. At last I felt I was a full fledged member
gf th? gommand pulling my own weight. I was now 'behind the
ence'.'

Dick submitted some aerial views and base layouts of the old

Brooks Field which I'm afraid are not going to be reproducable.
He also forwarded "A Brief History of BAFB" which he received
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from John Bullard, Chief Historian at Brooks in 1977, which is
quite lengthy to reproduce but noteworthy is the fact that in
the history no mention is made of USAFSS. Here's a quote from
that portion of the history:

"For fourteen years following World War II, Brooks served as
the site of a succession of tactical and reserve flying acti-
vities. A P-51 tactical unit of the 3rd Air Force was based at
Brooks in 1945 when pilot training had ended at the field. In
subsequent years, units of the 10th, 12th, and 14th Air Forces
as well as the Alamo Wing of the Reserves and the 182nd Air
National Guard Squadron all served at the base. Also during
some of these years this was the base from which air evacuation
flights of military patients were flown into and out of San
Antonio."

WNhen Dick asked Mr. Bullard about this observation, Mr. Bullard
responded, "When they pulled out, there was no trace that they
had ever been there."

Printed below is a copy of Dick's clothing form. Notice the
prices! . AF STOCK FUND - CLOTHING DIVISION

PERSONAL CLOTHING REQUEST AND RECEIPT l DATE ?755 7
¥ £

aF 26862452

REQUESTED FOR: . o0
NAME, Etm,ﬂnﬂs‘.ﬁn RANK SErvVICE NQ. .
Unrr__ S¥23 . P. SQ USASSE 2803 ASP  §ronaTURE M’g éé ZZ& )
QUANTITY UNIT [TOTAL| QUANTITY 2 UNIT |TOTA
i ARTICLES ARTICLE L
RQD ,[SOLD | . CoST_[cosT | RrQD_|SoLD IGLES COST | COST
A BAG, DUFFEL =1
z /f/ SHIRT, CTN. KHAKI
BELT, WAIST WEB SHIRT, POPLIN, BLUE
W/CLIP, W/O BUCKLE 120, STAND-UP COLLAR
SUIT, (HBT) 1 PIECE
BUCKLE, WEB BELT H.B.T.
CAP, GARRISON, WOOL SHOES, SERVICE, BLK.
- SHOES, LOW QUARTER,
> _JFAP, ¢BT) BLACK -
P i
> P g:sésf‘nvxcs, 1 PC ) SOCKS, CTN, BLACK
y COAT, WOOL, SERVICE P =20 SOCKS, WOOL, CUSHION
1 f LUE 84 PO~ LSOLE
—
/ DRAWERS, WOOL, WINTER ‘/ TOWELS, MEDIUM
A 5 LT D
DRAWERS, CTN, SHORTS l TROUSERS, CTN, KHAKI &

l TROUSERS, WOOL., SERGE / J‘0’J
&

GLOVE, INSERT, WOOL BLUE 84,1802

NN

GLOVE, SHELL, LTHR 7] UNDERSHIRT, COTTON

JACKET, WOOL, SERVICE

BLUE 84 UNDERSHIRT, WOOL

NECKTIE, WOOL, BLUE 83 MUFFLER, %¥OOL

OVERCOAT, WQOL,
INSIGNIA, CAP, SERVICE BLUE 85, 28 OZ T

INSIGNIA, COLLAR,

U.S. SILVER RAINCOAT

|

INSIGNIA, SLEEVE,
GRADE

i

%

A

ToraL VALUE 74%
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Last but not least we have an input from B. J. Cook telling us
of his memories of the old Brooks days. His letter also was
handwritten, so we will attempt to quote as accurately as
possible. B. J. writes:

"Having arrived in the 8th in Oct '49 directly from 405 (702X0)
school as a frightend (sic) PFC (not knowing the difference
between green apples and pears) we were reauired to answer

Ro11 Call each morning for the daily asgmt of details - this
dandy duty was headed up by none other than MSgt (1st Sgt) Meyers.
I cannot recall who the CO and Adj was then but the 1st Sgt,
Supply, Mess Sgt were the only ones you wanted to know. If you
got to see the CO, it meant you were in deep kimshee -- Not
working as a clerk for awhile became routine since the Command
was only 1 year old and not having a clearance prevented any
career related job. However, two specific actions still remain
in my memories of the ole 8th. (1) One morning at Roll Call

1st Sgt Meyers asked for volunteers (already told "don't volun-
teer for nothing") to attend traffic analysis school. I wasn't
about to ask what T/A was so I transfixed this in my mind as a
person directing auto traffic - can you imagine that! Had I
known in '49 what I later found out in 59, 60, etc, I'd jumped
right in there. Eventually, (Nov or Dec) I was temporarily

asgd to a Capt Martin over in the theater bldg posting form 5's
(pilot log for hours flown) which required about 15 minutes a
day. Having idle time on my hands and since Capt Martin was a
Pilot, I used to accompany him and Gen Hetherington on training
msns in the S/A area - doing touch and go landings. This became
boring after awhile and I was aching to get into the Orderly
Room so in Feb '50 I was xfrd to Det H, 136th CSS, Langley AFB.
The 2nd association with the 8th (6982nd) was in 1954-56,
Charles Pryor & Charles Critchfield were the CO's, MSgt May

(3rd RSM) was the 1st Stud, TSgt Olvera was the Chief clerk and
in charge of the Unit fund and TSgt Glenn Hunt was Pers Sgt
Major. Maj Donald Haven was the Ops officer. WO Journell (sic)
was the Adj & Pers Off. If memory serves me correctly, the 82nd
only had a training msn (maint & supply, pers also) but mainly
served as a holding unit for X1's returning from o/s. We also
had a few outlying dets. (assumed from the ole 136th) that we
were required to man - Newfoundland, New York, Fla, Mich & Wash,
Calif. The 6982nd had assumed all of the old bldgs (inside the
fenced in area) from Security Service who had moved to the hill.
Since we were overloaded with X1's and had a shortage of pers/
supply people, we were fortunate to retrain some of those guys
and they did make some dam good personnel specialists. Now the
most memorable things I remember about the 82nd was Saturday
morning inspections followed by close order drill and partici-
pating in parades on the Brooks FIt line. That's when we used
to swelter in the long sleeve Kahki (starched to high heaven)
uniforms. The morale was high and the discipline was outstanding.
Some of us were residing in Brooks homes and on the way home we
occasionally stopped by the Shady Grove Tavern. I made a Tot
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of guys happy (a few unhappy ones) (by filling asgmnt directives
that came from Command) by sending them back to their ole overseas
units. Some of the ole timers assigned there: Don Fleegle,
Harmon Courtney, L. M. Ruff, Joel M. Alford, Robert Jenkins.
Regards, B. J. Cook"

B. J. send us a picture of him receiving an award from Maj
Critchfield. You can see the old barracks in the background
and the long sleeve khaki shirts B. J. was talking about. (The
picture is on the next paage.)

Well that's it for this time. Keep those letters and pictures
and memorabilia coming.

Duke Dapolito
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