

















redesignated as the HQ 6911th Electronic Security Group (ESG) at Hahn AB.
Then on 30 September 1980, the Group was transferred from HQ ESC to HQ
ESE.

HQ 6911th ESG was redesignated as the 6911th ESS at Hahn AB, Germany,
and assigned to the 6910th ESW on 1 July 1981 in an effort to improve the
overall ESC command configuration and better define organizational lines.

MARY V. HOLUB, Historian

691 1th Memorabilia

In May 1983, the 6911th ESS dedicated its Hall of Honor, a place to display
and honor those who have achieved various levels of professional excellence.

To further complement the Hall of Honor, 6911th ESS Commander is asking
for memorabilia of the early days of the original 6911th as well as current. If any
of Alumni members have, or know of anyone who has 6911th memorabilia that
could be donated (including pictures), please send to: Lt. Col. Edward S. Marek,
Commander, 6911th ESS, APO New York 09109. Or, have the Alumni
Association send it for you. We are desperately searching for some and would
appreciate your offers.

Mary Holub

6916th Electronic Security
Squadron Memorabilia

While you're searching for 6911th memorabilia, please consider the 6916th
ESS. They, too, would like for you to search out your memoirs and donate those
items you wouldn’t mind parting with. If you choose to send directly, sent to:
6916 ESS/CC, APO New York 09223. Or, send it to the Alumni Association for

forwarding.

History of USAFSS in Alaska

Electronic Security, Alaska (ESA) is compiling a history of the early USAFSS
operations in Alaska during the 1950’s. ESA would like to find the personal
stories of what life was like at the numerous operating locations under the 3d
Radio Squadron, Mobile.

We are canvassing our members for names of those stationed at NE Cape
(St. Lawrence Island), Nome (Marks AFB), King Salmon (Naknak AFB), Point
Barrow or Elmendorf. Any anecdotes or photos (glady returned) would be ap-
preciated. Please forward to: Capt. Harry Wilkins, HQ Electronic Security
Alaska, Elmendorf AFB, AK 99506.

Mary Holub
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northwest, inc.

David Brigman
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IN AND AROUND SAN ANTONIO
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Dormitory Memorialization

Mrs. Betty Leftwich, widow of an EC-47 crewmember killed in Vietnam,
helped Maj. Gen. John B. Marks, Electronic Security Command, Commander,
unveil a plaque memorializing a Kelly AFB dormitory in her late husband'’s
name.

Betty Leftwich, and other members of her family, were guests of honor at a
formal ceremony on June 29, 1984 held on ‘‘Security Hill,” home of ESC
headquarters. The ceremony included the appropriate honors with music by the
Air Force Band of the West, a 21-gun salute, and “Taps.” She expressed her
sincere thanks to all the former USAF Security Service and now Electronic
Security Command members for honoring her husband and family.

Technical Sergeant Raymond F. Leftwich, a USAF Security Service radio
operator, was killed in March 1967 when the aircraft he was flying in from Nha
Trang AB, Vietnam, was shot down by enemy fire. He headed a crew of three
Security Service operators assigned to Detachment 1, 6994th Security
Squadron, when his aircraft was brought down by enemy gunfire.

According to retired Col. Lester R. Mellott, Jr., who was Leftwich’s com-

mander at the time of his death, “Leftwich was a strong leader, and one of the
most highly skilled operators in my detachment.” Colonel Mellott said the entire

aircrew on Leftwich’s ill-fated mission was killed instantly when the bullet-
riddled aircraft crashed into a South Vietnamese mountainside.

After the ceremony, rooms in Leftwich Dormitory, Building 2013, were
opened for public view, and a short reception followed in Gott Dining Hall. The
dormitory, which houses members of ESC’s 6948th Electronic Security
Squadron, is one of the three on “Security Hill” renovated in October 1983 in a
$3.8 million quality-of-life project.

Mary Holub

A 21-gun salute in honor of TSgt Raymond F. Leftwich, an EC-47 crewmember
killed in Vietnam in March 1967.
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Biographical Data

Raymond F. Leftwich was born September 20, 1925, in Treece, Kansas. He
completed basic military training in 1942 and served his first enlistment in the
United States Navy.

TSgt. Leftwich served in the Central Pacific Theater in World War 1l as a
Navy radio operator. His tour included action in the Solomons, Leyte, Luzon,
and Ryukyus Islands. He enlisted in the Army Air Corps in December 1946 and
served 3 years before going into the Air Force Reserves. After a short break in
service, TSgt. Leftwich enlisted in the Air Force in 1954 and was stationed in
Goodfellow AFB, San Angelo, Texas, where he attended the Morse Systems
Operator Course. After schooling, he was stationed at the 6987th Radio Group
Mobile Squadron at Shu Lin Kou Air Station, Taiwan. In June of 1965, TSgt.
Leftwich returned to Goodfellow AFB for an assignment to the 6948th Security
Squadron Mobile.

In October of 1966, TSgt. Leftwich left for a tour of duty at Det 1, 6994th
Security Squadron, Nha Trang Air Base, Vietnam. He was killed in action on
March 9, 1967 when his EC-47 was shot down by enemy fire while flying a com-
bat mission.

TSgt Leftwich’'s commendations include the American Campaign Medal,
Asiatic-Pacific Campaign Medal, Philippine Liberation Ribbon with two bronze
service stars, World War 1l Victory Medal, Vietnam Service Medal with one
bronze service star, and the Air Medal. The Purple Heart and the Distinguished
Flying Cross were awarded to TSgt Leftwich posthumously.

she helped Maj. Gen. John B. Marks, ESC Commander, unveil.
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Expenditure of
Association Funds

All funds received by the Association are derived either from membership
dues or from a very small profit realized from the sale of memorabilia. These
funds are used for two (2) purposes only: 1. for the total membership benefit,
and 2. to support selected ESC programs for which neither appropriated nor
non-appropriated funds are available. Examples are: Command Outstanding
Airmen Program, COMFY OLYMPICS Winners, Outstanding Junior Officer
Program.

Each Social held by the Association either here in San Antonio or elsewhere
must pay its own way. This includes costs associated with the Annual Reunion
Dinner, Golf Tournament and Picnic. Here in San Antonio we charge $1 per at-
tendee for our socials except for the Annual Reunion Dinner which carries a
price of $15 per person. Thus far we have been able to provide a “pony” of beer
along with chips and dips at the $1 cost.

For those members not attending the social activities here in San Antonio
we felt you would want to know that “local” members do not receive funding
benefits not available to the total membership.

Wes Akins

A USAFSS Anagram

Dear Daniel,

| find great pleasure in reading about the Alumni Association and its’ mem-
bers each time | receive a new Newsletter. Having been a member of USAFSS
for over 20 years, | still feel, as does my wife, that we are still a part of that fine
group of personnel who were lucky enough to be part of it all.

Since retirement, | have become a programmer, working under contract for
the Navy!! What a let down.

In my spare time | have developed some anagrams, one of which | an en-
closing, for your use in the Newsletter, if deemed appropriate, as can be seen,
they are all military terms well known to our personnel. | also have another one
with less words but more specifically geared towards our personnel. | will send
it if you think it might be of interest to our members.

Sincerely,
Story W. Smith

Editors Note: Story, send it. The Anagram can be found on page 17.
Answer on page 24.
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Remember These Terms

The 69 words, terms, abbreviations should bring back memories to all of you.
They may appear more than once and there are more than those listed, have
fun.

Able Contingency Group OPSEC Shift Unit
Analyst CONUS HF PCS SIGINT USAFSS
Antenna Crypto Intelligence PSR Squadron Vans
ASA Day LE Radio SSB VHF
Badge Det Linguist Region SSIR Vigilance
Baker DF Locks RGM SSO Wide
Briefings  Elephant Cage Mid RSM Support Wing
Charlie ELINT Mission Safe Swing World
Cipher ESC Mobile Secret TDY Zl
Clearance ESR NSA Security Telephone
Codes FLR NSG Service Transec
COMSEC FLT oL SENCO UHF
SRDI EELBADGEOTPYRC
JSSOGLA ALYSTANDODO
CH SECRET IS PPORTNORN
HILCLEARANCENOTDAYGT
LNOUCNLOANTENNAYBEMTI
MZROODETASEECTESPOTN
IITWINGDLPCSNOWSBDBLTESG
GSATUMOELHFAIWCIOMLTE
I S YSFRNSWAUIOLTIOGO QTEN
LIINTE LIGENCEDACOTPTC
AOOKKTFEXOGITAMENDHY
NNKAFT T N NTRANSECOT
CBBINLSOTSSBIC OS QNY
NKIRIRCGHAANDANTINET
COGAUDFOPSRHTITA R U: P
MIHGALUMNTISERVICEANT
SCNUSAFSSTMSFHIWORLD
JIQHACLEDOSHIFTAWTITDE
LSEFFBTCCIPHERESG O N Z
Myl DX E-B:Ri:I'EF T G S 'L=0 @YK t5T
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A Letter Of Appreciation

MGen John Marks
HQ ESC/CC
San Antonio, Tx. 78243

Dear General Marks;

On behalf of the USAFSS/ESC Alumni Association, | would like to express
our appreciation to you and your presentation section for their support of our
efforts in San Angelo, Tx. on 10 May 1984.

S/Sgt Jim Ghents presented unclassified briefings to our San Angelo mem-

bers and prospective members in the Consolidated Open Mess at Goodfellow.

As usual, he did a superb job and presented himself as the professional he is.
Our thanks to you and Sgt Ghents for this fine support which will enhance
the Alumni association and its support to the ESC.

Sincerely,

William T. Ballard, President
USAFSS/ESC Alumni Association

Help For The Visitors To The
Louvisiana World Expo

May 14, Monday

Dear Duke,

I'm writing to pass on some info & an offer to give some help to members of
the association.

I've checked the roster of members & | did not see anyone living in the New
Orleans metropolitan area and this is where the Louisiana World Exposition
(LWE)—a world’s fair is being held. It opened last Sat. and | figured some of the
assoc. members will come over to see in since it does not end until Nov. 11.

For those planning to come over, | want to offer what info | have on the area,
traffic routes, etc. | have collected some info on the LWE and I'll answer any let-
ter sent to me with whatever info | can. If anyone comes into town they can also
call me.

Some advance information — try to find accomodations in Metairie or Ken-
ner if coming from the West or Slidell or New Orleans East if coming from the
other direction. It will be cheaper and it will add only 20 to 40 minutes to daily
travel to LWE. The roads to LWE are Interstate or you can use some 4 & 6 lane
divided ones to reach it.

In another week or so all the Pavilions/Exhibits will be open — always the
last minute delays for some, so it should be a good show.

Best Regards,

John M. (Jack) Lynch
P.S. Anyone who goes has to take the gondola ride across the Mississippi.
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Around Taipei

Lunch at McDonalds or a Burger Queen; Or at any one of the many other
fast food restaurants for that matter. And then for a quiet dinner at the Tien Mou
Mongolian BBQ. Yep, but not at the NT40 or NT50 that most remember, more
like NT1,100 to NT1,200 for four with a few drinks. Still not a bad price con-
sidering this is 1984.

Remember the Roma hotel? Remodeled and is now a sea food restaurant.
The old Lin Kou club is now a Burger Queen...old officers club...still intact but is
now managed by the Foreign Affairs Service Department (FASD), and alas,
the same fate has befallen Camp McCauly. The 63 club or more recent the
China Seas, is under the management of the American Club in China (ACC).
Membership is required at both clubs.

The Navy hospital....still a hospital there, but a new, modern eight story com-
plex, complete with swimming pool, kiddie pool, two tennis courts and is part of
the Veterans General hospital.

For those of you that are interested in making an investment, the Kings hotel
is for sale but the asking price is unknown.

(Editor’s Note: The above article was submitted by one of our members who
is still living in Taiwan and wishes to remain anonymous)
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In Touch With The Past

((Editors note: the contents of this column primarily consist of personal ex-
periences/observations of our members; therefore, the Newsletter staff and the
USAFSS/ESC Alumni Association is not responsible for factuality, viewpoints
and/or any emotional comments expressed in this column.))

Well, here we are again another three months scratched off the calendar. |
did not receive much input this quarter except for a follow-up letter of the
Brooks era. Next quarter we will attempt to bring back memories of the 10th
RSM at Chicksands, England and hopefully will have more interesting stories.
Now | will like to quote a letter from Roger Williams and kind of close the ol’ 8th
RSM memories.

June 9, 1984
£9-546 Makana Road
Haleiwa, Hi 96712

Dear Duke:

B. J. Cook’s and Dick Flint's letters relating to their experience at Brooks
AFB, brought back memories of my two stays there; for about two months in
1951 and about eight months in 1952. | was a product of Lackland’s “tent city”
arriving and departing there in January 1951. The first time that | heard of
Brooks was during my brief encounter with an assignment clerk at Lackland. |
remember being called before a bespectacled SSgt, one in a long line of other
clerks spinning the wheel of assignment fortunes to hundreds of recruits like
myself. He made an inquiry about the type of duty | wanted. | recall making it
very clear, and certainly more authoritative, in replying that | was going to be
assigned to Security Service at Brooks A.F.B. to study the Russian language.
Inquiries regarding the nature of Security Service were answered with the com-
mon, “Never heard of it" or “Must be the Air Police.” As everyone else in my
tent was being transferred to Chanute, Keesler and similar exotic destinations, |
think that | was actually somewhat dismayed to learn that | was only going as
far as the other side of San Antonio.

So, one afternoon in late January, an Air Force bus delivered a load of us the
6923rd Personnel Processing Squadron at Brooks. | thought that | had died and
gone to heaven (a thought which subsequently had periodic reversals) as, after
we had signed in, one of the Orderly Room crew learning that we had not eaten
lunch, called the mess hall and escorted us the short distance where we were
turned over to the mess sergeant. He apologized for making us wait and had a
great meal prepared for us. | was assigned to one of the barracks across the
street from the compound. One of our first chores was to fill out a Personnel
History Statement. | remember getting a mild chewing as | wrote down only my
middle initial where the instructions clearly stated the middle name was
required. How long ago was 19517 Well, it was so long ago that some of my
fellow Air Force prelanguage classmates wore the Army brown. | can only recall
several of my classmates. Perhaps they may spark memories from some gf your
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readers: Bill Cromer, Lemuel Howell, Wayne Boch, Billy Mason, Jim Patenoude,
and Paul Smith (now Col. USAF, Ret'd). An interesting sidelight to this period, is
that due to the Korean war, Lackland’s recruit population had grown so rapidly
that we were in and out of there just long enough to learn how to look and act
as though we knew something about the Air Force. Because of this stay, short-,
ened from the normal basic training period (sorry, | don’t know what that length
of time was), we did not get credit for having completed basic training. And un-
til we fulfilled that obligation, we could not get promoted to Private. Thus, our
Saturday mornings were occupied with military drill and related classes. Ac-
tually, this Saturday morning routine continued at language school, for several
weeks, until we put in the required number of hours.

My next assignment at Brooks occured in April of '52. That was after our
class completed the course at Syracuse. Our reason for returning to Brooks
was to recieve a basic education in T/A and C/A. However, this training, of
necessity, was conducted within the compound. Naturally, entry there depen-
ded upon the completion of your security check. As | recall, only a few of us
returning to Brooks from our year course at Syracuse had received a clearance.
And, although they were immediately put into class behind the fence, the rest of
us were assigned as casuals doing the work that casuals are prone to do. There
were times, when presented with luck and a little planning, escapes from the
casual labor force could safely be undertaken for a morning and/or afternoon.
Jim Patenoude and | took advantage of these periods by taking refuge in the
shell of a B-25 on'the periphery of the airfield, apparently a victim of a major
mishap.

Our language class was the second one to graduate from Syracuse. The
reward for most of us was a promotion to buck sergeant (3 stripes). The few ex-
ceptions being those who had the misfortune of a stormy passage: temporarily
residing with the authorities while waiting for the effects of over imbibing to
wear off, very low grades, or the following account: One classmate visited
Colgate University the day they had a home game against Syracuse. He was
identified as being from Syracuse and recieved, at no cost, an *‘indian” haircut.
His real problem stemmed from the fact that he did not have permission to be
that far away from Syracuse. Anyway, as sergeants we did not have to pull KP at
Brooks. That is, until they changed the rank designation to Airman First Class.
And, as previously noted by Dick Flint, as A1C, we did pull KP. From that point
on, | became intimately acquainted with the pots and pans in the mess hall.
Somewhere around June '52, my clearance arrived and | started school behind
the fence. | remember that one of my instructors was Dick Webb (now Col.
USAF, Ret'd). By this time, | was getting tired of the nearly biweekly KP routine
so, in a move to alter this status as well of that of my low bank account, | ap-
plied for OCS. | was accepted almost immediately, but for a class beginning in
January '53. Thus, sealing my fate for a prolonged exposure to KP. Having been
accepted for OCS also froze me to Brooks where | was put to work on the
second floor of one of the barracks in the compound. | believe that it was the
last one on the left as you entered the gate. My section head was a civilian
named Bob Via. Assisting him were other civilians including Ray Chacon, Bin
Ng, and a lady named Jo - all professionals and, | am sure, greatly contributed
to the Command reaching its current stature. There was one civilian, who shall
remain nameless, who, with great delight, would frequently stand in front of the
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avaporative air conditioner duct, spread his arms out to the side, and let the
oreeze blow past his body directly into the work area. Oh boy!

Ultimately, Dick Webb, Billy Mason and | were all assigned to the same OCS
class. But that's another story.

End Quote

I will now officially end this column at this point and tack on a letter con-
cerning Chicksands in order to trigger your memories for inputs for next quart-
er. See you in, September.

JAN DAPOLITO

RAF Chicksands Revisited
A Different Perspective

By: Perry R. MacPee

You may not believe this, but | “drempt” last night that | was at Chicksands
again. | awoke in my dream from a light sleep in a small six (6) to eight (8) man
quonset hut to a cold, bone-chilling November morning at RAF Station
Chicksands. There was no heat as the small oil fired heater in the center of the
hut had gone out during the night because of a malfunction in the system or
perhaps a lack of fuel in the two (2) fifty-five (55) gallon barrels positioned un-
der a large tree close to the west side of the building. The airman/resident
assigned to the oil detail for that particular month may have been slow in hand-
carrying the oil in small five (5) gallon cans from a large tank situated near
Squadron Headquarters which was located down the street some three (3) to
four (4) hundred yards. After taking stock of where | was sleeping, | decided my
next step or move would be an early morning shower. | put on my rain coat,
eased into my shower clogs and ran for the bath house located some sixty (60)
feet across the street. As | left the building, | turned to make sure | had latched
the front door and on doing so the dream faded as my eyes focused on the num-
ber 87. This was unusual in that | seldom dream and approximately twenty-
seven (27) years had elapsed since | was stationed at Chicksands.

After futile attempts to go back to sleep, | got up and made myself a cup of
hot tea. | let the tea cool and shortly afterward as | consumed small sips, |
recalled the spartan life at Chicksands during the mid-fifties (50s). | remem-
bered the short walk to the “compound”, double-decker buses, the rustic mess-
hall, good food, the bunkers, the Library, the priory, early television, on Austin
Seven (7), University of Maryland courses, | and E meetings, “Newsboy
Brown”, cordial Officers and a family atmosphere. Each of which would serve
an an excellent topic for another syory.

| would have been without a basis of comparing the Chicksands of 1955 with
this well established Base of today or the way it appears to me today. If these
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memories had been triggered by a similar dream some four (4) years earlier.
Fortunately, | had occasion to revisit Chicksands in October 1979 and again in
March 1981. | don't think | would have known the place except for its physical
location. To me, Chicksands had evolved into a garden spot or at least a garden
spot when compared with the old days. | found a dependent’s school where
there was previously none. The Sergeant who accompanied me pointed out
such things as modern bachelor quarters, a bowling alley, club facilities, a rod
and gun club, dependent housing and other features such as a commissary. |
was especially impressed with the flowers and the well groomed appearance of
the grounds. Generally, one finds a smaller site or institution than (s)he recalls
on a visit to a former base or school. However, in this instance, | found
Chicksands larger and more attractive. | was indeed able to go back.

Note: Mr. MacPee is a Program Specialist in Louisiana’'s State Office of Family
Security (the Old Welfare Department). He served as a Technician at
Chicksands for two (2) years in the mid-fifties.

Chicksands Reunion

Frank Prosser and “Bull” Rich are still planning to organize a Chicksands
reunion for everyone assigned or attached to the AF/Navy units during 1950-
1953. The reunion will be in conjunction with the USAFSS/ESC Alumni fest-
ivities and full details will be provided to interested parties in the near future. If
any Alumni member is aware of anyone who was assigned to Chicksands
during the above period and are not members of the association; please have
them contact the following people: Frank Prosser, 9846 Mill River Sq., San An-
tonio, Tx., 78245 Phone: 512-673-7085. or Ralph “Bull” Rich, 6506 Fleethill Dr.,
San Antonio, Tx., 73242, Phone: 512-674-2451.

Frank and Bull would also appreciate names/addresses of any non-member
of the association in order to pass on news of the reunion.

DAN DAPOLITO
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