














AN 8TH RADIO HAIRCUT

As you recall, in past articles concerning the 8th RSM, we have mentioned
stories concerning the Squadron Commander in the early fifties, Maj Hardy, a
fine officer, gentleman and disciplinarian. We also talked about his concept of
military hair styles for members of his squadron and the execution of those
concepts by the barbers working at Brooks field in those days. Well, shown
below is a picture of Sgt Bob David modeling an 8th RSM haircut while he's
congratulated for being promoted by Col O’Donald (Chief of Staff) with Maj
Hardy looking on.
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Letter of Appreciation for Heritage Week

USAFSS/ESC

Alumni Association
6960 ESW/CC

San Antonio, TX 78243

1. We wish to express our sincere appreciation to the USAFSS/ESC Alumni
Association for the contribution of $150.00 to subsidize the cost of the 50
American Heritage Week Luncheon tickets for personnel E-4 and below. Your
support of ESC’s annual observance of American Heritage Week is indeed com-
mendable and indicative of the mutual respect and admiration between the
Alumni Association and this command.

2. We are indeed fortunate to have the Alumni Association at Kelly. Thanks for
your continued support.

ARTURO T. MARIN

Command Project Officer
American Heritage Week
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The History Of Shemya
(The Black Pearl)
1941 - 1946

Editor’s Note: The following history of Shemya was submitted by Dwight H. Him-
stedt and is not considered an official history of USAFSS/ESC. One of
Dwight's mother's uncles was stationed there during World War Il era and
USAFSS/ESC Alumni Association is not responsible for any of its contents or
factuality.

It was dusk--a gray, black cold dusk so characteristic of that part of the
world. Standing on the bridge of the lead ship, the Captain surveyed the
numerous boats carefully scattered within the convoy’s pattern. Insuredly, he
was pleased. The sake he’'d taken with his meal had added to the ever present
feeling of contempt he had learned to hold for the Americans. Hadn't he and his
fellowmen chased the much hounded U.S. Army and Navy all over the Pacific?
Well, maybe he hadn't, but some of his friends had. Of course, he had been in
charge of the landing crafts for the glorious invasion of Attu. He had done so
well that he was now entrusted with this vast convoy of some twelve ships
whose mission was the invasion of the Semichi. There couldn’t be any trouble
on this mission. The scouts had reported no signs of any enemy. Those
American's didn’t know potential air strips when they saw them. Well, we Japs
will show them how to fight a war. What's all the commotion? Er? A plane?
Where?

Through a sudden break in the overcast sky could be seen one lone bomber
clearly marked with the white star of the United States Army Air Force. Ob-
viously the plane had spotted the convoy for it flew directly over the enemy’s
powerful invasion force that lay scattered in the waters below. The co-pilot was
watching and as the group of ships disappeared behind the plane’s tail, he
hollered, “Joe, Joe, look. They are turning around. “Joe, the pilot, too busy
flying his plane could only reply, “Well, I'll be Damned--".

Such was the Japanese invasion of the Semichi Islands. Thats how close
they came. But for the lone plane, which in all probability couldn’t have called
enough fire power to drive them away, the Japs would have occupied Shemya!

UNITED STATES IN GOOD LUCK

General of the Army, George C. Marshall, in his “Bennial Report to the
Security of War”", revealed that Japan’s strategic plan - its climax and invasion
of the Aleutians, bombardment of the U.S. northwest and measure of critical
area -- had actually failed when she missed the opportunity of landing troops in
Hawaii. The general went on to report that in those days of late 1941 and early
1942, the U.S. had much good luck in the war, before it had good management.
The good luck could not have held out indefinitely without constructive coun-
ter-measures to even these odds and eventually tip the scales in favor of the
allied nations.
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ALEUTIANS: GATEWAY TO YOUR HOMETOWN

Sometime back in 1950, you remember a new conception of war came into
being. People were writing, talking, preaching global war. This meant that
even such barren, windswept, desolate places as the Aleutians were a potential
battlefield. We know that Japan’s planes chose the Aleutians as their northern
invasion route to the United States. We knew then that it wasn’t a good idea to
let the enemy get any closer than could be helped. The Aleutians were stepping
stone gateway to ... our front door, and, we had to shut that door.

From 7 December 1941, thru May 1942, the floor of Japanese aggression
flowed pretty well unchecked throughout the whole Northern Pacific area. By
June 1942 the Japs were ready to enlarge their hold on the Northern Pacific. On
June 3rd, 1943, Dutch Harbor had been described as an awful looking place
surrounded by snow capped mountains. The rocks were covered by mud and
slush knee deep. It rained and snowed all the time and the winds blew agale. It
was miserable. It was inconceivable that troops could live there two years at a
time. There were no women and no liquor. Ham and eggs cost $1.50. A wrist
watch, which would have cost $20.00 in the States, cost $70.00. If Dutch Harbor
was this bad, what of the places yet to be inhabited and settled?

The Jap task forces, from which these places had been flown, also brought
forces that invaded, took possession of, and began to put up defences on Attu
and Kiska. This was the beginning of the war in the Aleutians.

TWO PERILS —— JAPS AND WEATHER

For a period of months, fighting was confined to the air when and if the
weather permitted. The Japanese were busy not only making airstrips, but also
putting in defence against submaries, naval, air and ground attacks. The U.S.
worked feverishly to supply the service, combat and air units already in Alaska
and the Aleutian Chain. Neither side was bothered by enemy action one half as
much as it was by the Aleutian weather. After the Dutch Harbor attack, it
became standard practice for one of the U.S. bombers to take off from Umnak
and acting as weather plane fly 600 miles to Kiska, radio back weather con-
ditioned and return. This was aerial warfare at its worst efficiency. To operate
against the Japanese with any degree of deadliness, we needed land bases
closer to their installations at Kiska and Attu than was Umnak. By 10 September
1942, Adak had been made available to aircraft with the result that from this
time on, the main base of operations against the Japs at the end of the chain
was to island of Adak. The tempo of Warfare was stepped up and though the
Japs occasionally attacked Adak, they were never allowed to take the offence.

RACE FOR BASES
Still, the battle for bases continued. Aerial observations by our flyers has
spotted a convoy--later dispersed by one bomber--headed for the Senichi. By
December it became obvious that the Japs had intentions of occupying Am-
chitka, 58 miles southwest of Kiska, to obtain a better location than they already
had for land base planes. So, in December 1942, the U.S. occupied Amchitka.
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That is how the history books will show this place of the Aleutian campaign.
What history books will fail to show is the terrific constant, almost over-
powering, fight that our men made against the placemate in their efforts to
engage the enemy and drive him from his toe hold in the western hemisphere.
We've seen how the flyers were continuously kept from flying by storms, winds.
fogs, and freakish weather. Often when planes could take off on missions, con-
ditions were far from ideal. Yet when the mission was flown, the planes had to
be repaired, serviced and babied in any and all kinds of weather.

The odds were all against the ground crews, as were the facilities -- no parts,
no extra help, time after time, no rest or sleep. Somehow the planes were kept
in the air when they were needed.

AN AAF, ASF, AGF AND NAVY CHOW

The headlines of those days told of the bombing of our planes, but usually
neglected to mention that without the ground forces to build and support and
protect these newly-taken airstrips, and without the American forces to over-
come impossible obstacles required to service, to keep on flying our progress
in the Aleutians would have been varily rewarded.

While the Army and Air Force fought and elements on the ground and in the
air, the Navy did prodigious work charting and water-ways of the chain. This
was only a small part of its job, for as the need for more western bases arose, it
was the U.S. Navy that moved the ground forces to contact the enemy. The fight
went on in spite of all adverse conditions.

WE STRIKE BACK HARD
From December 1942, until April 1943, we prepared various phases of an all
out invasion of Attu, figuring to capture this island and thereby cut off Kiska
garrison which become an easy prey at a later date. On 11 May 1943, Attu was
invaded.

SHEMYA SEISURE SLATED

During the last days of the battle for Attu, another campaign from Attu was
in the making. Brig Gen John N. Copeland selected certain of the hartiest
troops from the Fourth Infantry Regiment for a landing on tiny Shemya, some 40
miles to the southeast. There were no Japs on the island at the time. A con-
tingent of Alaskan scouts had reconnoitered the place in May and found only
evidence of a Japanese surveying party which had served in the Aleutians long
enough to realize that the perils of natural elements can prove as hazardous as
those encountered by engaging the foe. Japs, or no Japs, the landing was
destined to be a difficult one.

INFANTRY FACES FOG, REEFS AND WAVES
Under cover of a thick fog, landing barges with American’s from the Fourth
Infantry approached the shores of Shemya after six hours of uncomfortable,
sickening voyage over heavy sea.
A dilapidated trappers cabin, long before departed, and two russian graves
were the only signs of formed habitation greeting the forces. High waves whip-
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ped by lashing winds, blew furiously against the jagged shores. The barges tore
over partially submerged reefs, ripping open hulls as the craft came to rest atop
exposed rocks. Briney ice water flowed between the reaches of the ramps and
solid grounds. Men waded through the surf burdened with supplies of food and
tent material strapped to their backs. Ths army had arrived on the island of
Shemya. The date was 21 May 1943. Shelters tents were used to bundle in
rather as shelters until excavations would be dug below the surface as protec-
tion against the wind.

WE WHITTLE AN AIRFIELD FROM TUNDRA

A construction program was immediately begun on a 12 hour per day
schedule. From the dark hour of the morning till the hour of seven in the
evening, troops labored, grading the tundra, filling holes with rocks and laying
steel matting for the essential airstrips. After regular duty hours details were
organized involving most of the personnel for purpose of constructing defence
installations. In June of 1943, Japan was a powerful enemy which proved a con-
stant threat, American Soldiers were asked to exert aimost superhuman efforts.

FIRST BOMBER LANDS ON SHEMYA

The first bomber landed on the island of Shemya from a mission over the
Euriles on 11 September 1943. It was an unscheduled landing by the B-24 which
had taken off from Attu earlier in the day. The place and crew had been shot up
pretty badly. With the pilot loosing an arm. Shemya was already beginning to
prove its worth. Work on the airstrip eased up somewhat for the Gl’s. Civilian
construction companies moved crews in to improve on the hurried job initially
completed. After that, the soldier’s employed in erecting some substantial living
quarters and straightening up defence installations. The population on this
recently deserted stop was swelled by soldiers and civilians. A community
began to mushroom from the desolate tundra covered rock.

CIVILIANS COME TO SHEMYA

Permanent buildings were erected, but like the early tents, they too were
constructed in holes as protection against the blowing winds. Pacific huts,
prefabricated and shipped in crates, were set up in a days time. Only the tops
of these oval-dwellings could be seen above the ground and protective mounds
of dirt. After a few months, resemblence of civilization grew out of the northern
winds. Recreation facilities kept pace with tactical construction.

Organizational mess halls and recreational huts were constructed as rapidly
as possible until every unit could boast of one in its own area. Roads were im-
proved and electricity and oil stoves were put into the huts. A sewage system
was undertaken.

The popular jeep lost its original appearance on Shemya and was turned
into a sedan. Because of the weather, these little vehicles were provided with
improvised enclosed bodies resembling custom built automobiles.

ALEUTIAN SOLUTION--WORK
Merely to describe lift in the desolated Aleutians during World War |l as a
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day to day schedule of tedious labor when seemed as if it would never cease.
Would be inadequate. To say that work was the by-word from sun-up to sun-
down would be an understatement. In the first place, during the winter months
there was light in the sky only a few hours each day. From late November to
early April, the sun would rise no earlier than about 0930 and would set a few
hours later, around 1530. Yet, work would begin at 0600 and continue
sometimes till 2300 hours.

It wasn't just work either, it was a furious struggle against the elements.
Japan was threat to prepare for, but the elements from the north offered
problems to be reasoned with at the moment. Then too, the monotony of the
daily routine, the seeming unimportance of the routine drudgery, while fellow
soldiers were doing so much in other parts of the world, and many other things,
made life on Shemya a poor one at its best.

All did not go as planned in the construction of a strong fortress on Shemya
Island. It can’t even be said with any degree of accuracy that the mission was
accomplished monthly. To stake a claim in defiance of nature means trouble--
lots of trouble

Docks were laboriously built and breakwaters installed off what was con-
sidered to be the most protected beach on the island. Shortly after the com-
pletion of these shipping facilities, furious storm, lasting from the 11th to the
15th of October 1944, invaded the area. The result of the constant pounding and
raging surf, the docks were reduced to kindling and a great part of the break-
water was washed away. This unforseen happening proved an almost
disasterous loss to an island wholly dependent upon shipping for its provisions.
To many men had arrived since the early days of occupation to be supplied by
landing craft or parachute, but enough provisions were stored away in
warehouses to provide for necessities in case of just such an emergency. To
augment these stored, transshipment yards were set up on Attu, forty miles
away, where supplies, bound for Shemya, could be unloaded. Planes and
barges shuttled these supplies to the island during the entire winter.

JAPS FEEL THE STING OF 11th AIR FORCE ON SHEMYA

In the meantime, bombers of the 11th Air Force were paying regular visits to
Kuriles, Paramushire, Shimush, Ariade. Military and naval installation, along
with canneries, furnishing much of Japans food, were priority targets on these
islands.

Shemyaaites had heard about Japan'’s plan to bomb and attack the U.S. with
long range balloons and our flyers in the Western Aleutians had been in-
structed on what to do if they saw one. On 24 January 1945, an unidentified ob-
ject was spotted at 29,000 feet over Agattu. It proved to be a balloon,
presumably sent from Japan. Tracer bullets from the 343rd Fighter planes sunk
the balloon onto the sea 25 miles from the southwestern tip of Buldir Island.

On April 13th, men of the 343rd on Shemya again had a chance to test their
aim with bullets from P-30’s. Out of 12 balloons seen over the western
Aleutains, they shot down 9 of them.

The most successful raid in the history of the Shemya-based 404th Bom-
bardment Squadron was flown on 11 May 1945. A 12 plane flight, led by Captain

30

Robert Wichman and Lt Charles Weniger, found a shipping isle, visible for
chang, through a clear sky. Several direct hits were scored on a destroyer
escort and much damage was done to shipping this harbor of Katsoka Naval
Base.

On June 19th, 1945, Lts David Long and Paul Clinkerbeard of the 404th flew
2700 miles over water as far as the island of Urruppu in the Kuriles on a photo
reconnaissance mission. They were aloft 15 hours and 30 minutes. This ranked
with the longest overwater combat mission flown anywhere in the world. This
Nips knew that the planes attacking them so regularly were Aleutian based but
they couldn’t guess what island was their home base

SUPER SECRECY SHROUNDS SHEMYA 3 ok

identified merely as APO 729. Its secrecy was well kept espite
run?:rzrr:z\?nw‘?gkyo Rose had rgferred to the island by the nam‘e of her ra<?|o
program a number of times. Jap submarines patrolled the waters in search of in-
formation. One was forced to surface and was sunk just off Shemya's shores. In
spite of the vigilance on the part of the enemy, they could S?Ill on!y guess whgt
was going on. Their guess was remarkably inaccurate as its evident by their
own action: .

1. On a bright moonlit night during the summer of 1943, a flight of Jap bom-
bers were detected approaching the area of Shemya. It was thought they ha.d
gotten wind of the powerful fortifications on the island, but they dropped their
bombs in the waters around Attu. Again they guessed wrong.

2. Toward the end of the war in July 1945, propaganda broadcasts from
Tokyo reported that Americans mountain troops were being trained .op A_ggatu
for an invasion of the northern Kurlies. The Nips considerable activity in the
western Aleutians. They guessed close, but Aggatu, even though it can be segn
very plainly, on a clear day, from this island, still isn’t Shemya. Their
propaganda only proved how little they really did know. :

As the island built up men had more leisure time to spend wejavmg ya.rns
about their experiences in civilian life and the hardships of Aleutian serv'lce.
They spoke in the colloquialism of the island. Sudden flurries of snow and wind,
reaching velocities in excess of a hundred miles an hour, were refere.d'to as

‘Williwaws.” Cots were spoken of as “Sacks™ and what passed as soil in the
Aleutians was called “Tundra’'! Every hut had a pot. In letters written hom.e,
Shemya was referred to as “Our Island Paradise”. Life on Shemya was stoic
existance from beginning to end. There were bright spots though, sucr.l as the
time the ground forces had a laugh on the Air Corps when a submanng was
spotted by a patrol plane and reported sunk. A dead whale was found in the

vicinity an few hours later.

JAPANESE EMPIRE SURRENDERS--WAR IS OVER
Few who were on the island of Shemya on Sunday, 12 August 194f5, will
forget what happened that day. Dedication service§ were ‘being held in the
Chapel. Japan was on her last legs. Hirohito and his Premier even then con-
ferred on surrendering. It was a sunny day and men who’d been on Shemya two
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years were happier, and yet more serious. than usual as the Chaplain prayed;
the congregation with bowed heads. Staff officers were tapped quietly on the
shoulder and rushed to Post Headquarters. In clipped words they were told by
Brig Gen Goodman, Island Commander, that Shemya had been alerted against
Kamicase attack as a last desperate gesture of the beaten nips. Unidentified
planes had been piced up by the ships radar 500 miles southwest of Shemya
that day. Throughout the afternoon and night the Army and the Navy’s fighting
ships and planes from Adak patrolled the waters of the Western Aleutians and
toward the Kuriles. The Japs were however discouraged by the quantity of our
patrol planes or for some other reason never showed up.

The next day, 13 August, men of the 404th Bomb squadron climbed into their
flying suits and took off in their planes to bomb the Kashiwabara staging area
on northern Paremushire. They knew the end of the war was and hoped against
hope that this mission would be their last and that they would never again have
to face enemy forces in this war. It was their last mission flown from the
Aleutians. The six planes on the flight used airborne radar equipment to paste
Japs through 10/10 overcast. Major General Brooks, Commander of the 11th
Air Force, lead the mission.

One day later, 14 August 1945, the Japanese officially gave in. The sirens
on usually dignified Post Headquarters building blarred for 10 minutes. Extra
beer rations were given to all soldiers. The next two days were official holidays.
Peace came to Shemya.

THERE'VE BEEN SOME CHANGES MADE

Thats history now, the war is over and those on Shemya are carrying on dif-
ferent work in helping safeguard the peace. The Island as it stands today is a
far cry from the bleak, empty mass of Tundra on which the original invasion
party landed. Permanent churches, theaters, gymnasium, hangers and admin-
istration building stand in bold relief against the williwaws, as concrete proof
of the work performed by the Army, Navy and civilians of this island. Landing
strips thickly populated with a variety of planes, innumberable vehicles moving
busilly about the network of roads laid upon the island’'s surface, a constant
stream of boats running to and from the island’s piers-- all these activities and
others are ever present indications of importance of this base and the part it
played in whipping the Japs.

The island has “‘reconverted" from furnishing a base for air action against a
known enemy, to becoming, with Attu, the westernmost outpost in a group
designated to protect the United States from invasion throughout the northwest
Pacific Area, Alaska and Canada.

MORE CIVILIZATION
Civilization has continued to assert itself more strongly on Shemya as the
war drew to a close. In September 1945, for the first time in the islands history,
men could go to school at night. Williwaw Tech opened with 530 students in 35
subjects ranging from typing to philosophy. On-duty education began in Oc-
tober to occupy the troops awaiting transportation home and drew 643 students.
About the same time, a modern movie house, the Downtown theater, equipped
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with stateside fashion, opened. Shemya now had three th‘eat.ers.

Among the faces going home for retirement to civilian life in _Decmber was
that of Brig Gen John B. Goodman, Air Base (_:omrqander. Wlpter came to
Shemya with a raging fury of wind and snow which hit hardest in Janugry to
March 1946. Although installations were by this time well prpared for the ngors
of weather in the Aleutians, heavy snow was not expected. It staljted to snow in
January and even the 75 to 100 miles an hour winds didn’t blow it all_ away. For
the next two months a minimum of traffic moved on the island. Engineers bat-
tled desparately, around the clock. Men driving in the storm could only see
trace of the road. .

Winds blowing up to 75 miles an hour for a whole week can mgke life
miserable in many ways. Going to sleep to the sound of a rattling st.oveplpe and
waking up to the same sound isn't too soothing. However many will remember
with pleasure some of the meals prepared in the well under a space. heater
designed to warm the billets. Sacking in all day was an occupation during that
weather. !

Picking up speed with its new staff, the Shemya Sentlpel boasted t.he
“largest mimeographer paper in the Army’. By March it hit elgt?t pages daily.
Organizations felt the pinch of personnel Iossgs dug to re-adjustment r_no:e
strongly as the Winter progressed. Not until Spring did replacements bggm (o]
equal losses. On 22 March 1946 Colonel Joseph W. Utter, Post Executive Of-
ficer, left for return to civilian life. He was replaced by Lt Col Leonard Cox.

SHEMYA IS PUT ON THE GREAT CIRCLE ROUTE

Constellations began flying from Tokyo to ths U.S. via the “Great Circle
Route”, which passes very near Shemya. Attu became a sub-base of Shemya.
The Army Transport Command put Shemya and Adak on its Great Circle Route
to the Far East.

In May 1946 the early woman dependant of a Shemyanite arrived in the per-
son of Mrs. Eleanor Burcky, wife of Major Claude Burcky. Quarters were set up
for dependents of enlisted men and officers. All who signed to stay overseas
became eligible to have their dependents join them. During the ensuing three
months the influx continued, even to babies.

With dependents came rules and the civilization for the soldiers. In the place
of undershirts and bare chests in public places, uniform regulations specified
proper dress. As the age of military training of arriving replacements decrea;ed.
the islands training program enlarged. Infantry drill, parading and inspections
became SOP. What wartime soldiers had learned on the parade grounds of the
U.S., peacetime soldiers assimilated on taxiways, roads and tundra of a tiny
island which lacked 40 miles of being the westernmost Uni.ted .States
possession. In June the 3,000 students registered at Williwaw Tech since it star-

ted ten months before.
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STRATEGIC SHEMYA

From strictly military point of view, why was Shemya so important? What was
its part in winning the war?

1. It provided the major base of operations against the Kuriles, where con-
siderable damage was done by the Air Force bombers.

2. It offered a landing strip to planes flying lend-lease and other strategic
material to our Russian Ally.

3. It denied the Japanese

a. Bases for offensive operation against the United States.

b. Easy access to a prolific fishing area. (The Japs needed fish for food.)

c. Freedom of naval movement in the northern Pacific Ocean.

d. Use of numerous troops that were tied up against a possible thrust by the
United States from the Aleutians.

4. It provided weather stations for the U.S. Army and U.S. Navy. There-by
enabling forecasts of favorable and unfavorable bombing weather for planes
operating from bases far south of the Aleutians.

5. It provided a testing ground for various types of clothing, equipment and
weapons.

Just how much damage was done in the Kuriles by the 11th Air Force
operating from bases in the Aleutians and in conjunction with the navy can be
determined from the following figures: “Reviewing two years of offensive
operations, approximately 270 combat missions have been flown, resulting in an
incalculable amount of damage to ground targets by bombs, rockets and heavy-
caliber machine-gun fire, without assistance from friendly fighters, sharp-
shooting bomber gunners have taken a toll of 109 Japanese aircraft destroyed
or damaged in aerial duels. Most of these were fighters, and 57 of them were
definitely or probably shot down.

Eighty-seven enemy vessels of all types, by the most conservative estimate,
have been sunk or damaged in Kurile waters. Aleutian-based bombers and
search planes have encountered for a destroyer escort and transport - at least
three sizeable cargo ships, 22 coastal freighters and numerous picket boats and
fishing craft. Light naval units sent a medium freighter, a smaller cargo ship and
a sea going tug to the bottom of Okhotsk Sea, probably sunk another small
freighter and have heavily damaged a fourth. In 12 surface bombardments,
naval task forces have destroyed or damaged hangers, warehouses, radio
stations and ammunition and gasoline dumps at Matsuwa and Paramushire air
strips.

BOMB TONAGE DROPPED IN 1945

During the period of 1 January 1945 to August 1945, there was a total of 393
tons of bombs dropped by the 404th Bombardment Squadron! Of this amount,
56.3% was dropped by planes using the Airborne radar system.

The months of May and June shared the credit for being the busiest months
of the year with approximately 88 tons being dropped. The primary target for
this period was the Katacka Naval Base on the island of Shimishu.

These results have been achieved despite incredible hazards and handicaps
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of weather and distances unequalled in other combat zones, at a cost of 16
medium and 7 heavy bombers lost in combat to enemy fighters and anti-aircraft.
The normal complement of these 23 aircraft is 123 officers and men. No damage
has been inflicted, nor a single casualty suffered, on any of our naval vessels by
enemy action in Kurile operations.

WHY SHEMYA TODAY _

Where does the history of Shemya end? What is the island’s future? If the |q-
formation were all available, it would be classified “SECRET", as is much of this
data describing what is on Shemya today. In a sence this is still a secret base,

but some things are obvious: ] h
1. Shemya is the most important base in the western chain of bases guarding

against attack through the Artic Circle, Alaskian and Cana'dian waters. E?(per.ts
say any future attack against the United States would begin from the Artic Cir-
Cleé. Shemya is almost directly on the Great Circle Route—shortest flying
distance from the U.S. to the Far East. If the planes of the U.S.‘Army arg to make
such flights, they must have bases on which to land for refueling anq in case of
bad weather—which conditions exist more than often in the Aleutians.

3. If the U.S. is to be prepared to defend her shores, the U.S..Am_ly must_be
able to operate in all climates it might encounter. This means fl)_/mg in Aleutian
pilots overnight. The toughest flying weather in the world is encountered

outs. .
hergz?ne say that five bombs would destroy Shemya. T.hat. qan be said of z'any
island. If anything is worth defending—-we think the U.S. is—it is worth defending
in depth. Any one base may be knocked out, but the more and stronger the
bases a nation possesses, the more impervious she is to attack.

SPECIAL NOTICE

The West Texas Connection (see related sto'ry, p. 4) r.\as
scheduled a social for all USAFSS-ESC Alumni Association
members and potential members .... plan to attend .... tell all
former USAFSS-ESC acquaintances to join you.

15 November 1984
Texas Room - Goodfellow AFB

Officers Club
7 pm. -2
MARVIN SCHULTZ
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