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The President’s Corner
Joseph “Pepito’ Figueroa
President, FTVA
Contact: joseph.figueroa36l@gmail.com

My first letter as President is going to be about saying thanks and explaining why | will give it my
all in the next two years to take this organization to new heights. First, thanks for humbling me with
this opportunity. Let there be no doubt I consider being elected President of this organization one of
the pinnacle professional events of my life. I’ve held leadership positions in the military and
nonprofit organizations. Also, | currently work for the Department of \Veterans Affairs (VA) as a
Supervisory Program Analyst (Data Science). This opportunity is one of my most cherished. Why?
Because everything, and | mean everything, I’ve accomplished and will accomplish is due to this
community. When | arrived in Panama literally as a teenager A1C, | was led and molded by men and
women that cared about every aspect of my development on and off duty. They genuinely cared. |
remember Eddie Perez pulling me aside and asking me if a high school degree was going to be
enough to take care of my newborn daughter’s future. Threw cold water on my partying Panama
ways. Time to get serious. To this day | can’t let Eddie down. | earned a master’s in public
administration, non-profit management concentration (Gig ‘Em!). I am currently working on my
third master’s degree, this one in the data science field. Must keep up with these data scientists | lead
in the VA.

Another lesson | carry to this day is when Eddie Perez asked me to relay what | was monitoring
during an airborne mission. I let him know every detail with all the cockiness in the world of what
was on receivers 1, 2, and 3. Not shabby; three receivers at one time for a beginner! Then he asked
me what was on receiver 4; the one | didn’t pay attention to and could’ve got us killed. He humbled
me on the spot. To this day | tell myself, don’t forget to monitor receiver four. Proactively seek the
blind spots.

Miguel Garrido believed in my potential a lot earlier than | believed in myself. I figured six years
was going to be enough for me. Have fun, stay out of trouble and figure out life after my tour in
Panama. Thanks to leaders like Garrido, | ended up retiring as a CMSgt (served from 1985 to 2014);
all of it in Electronic Security Command and successor organizations. At every stop, the men and
women of USAFSS and successor organizations made me who | am today...on and off duty. | owe
everything to them and will spend every day paying them back.



mailto:joseph.figueroa361@gmail.com

Remain In Touch

December 2025

A very important thank you is due to the reunion event leaders. We were
thrown a curveball with the government shutdown and the military inability to
participate in events. We could’ve taken the easy road of just cancelling
everything, but leaders like William “Bill” Brockmiller (my outstanding
predecessor), Ted Colguhoun (Most Valuable Person), Gregory Radabaugh,
Bob Benitez, Andy Smith, Karen “Bam” Rolirad, Ken Williams, Lee Anthony,
Kenneth Maynard, A.J. Harrison, Roy Burnett and Daniel Martin wouldn’t
hear of it. Together, along with others, these leaders flexed and successfully
organized a banquet and hall of honor ceremony worthy of the heroes and their
families we honored. Just the pure joy | saw in CMSgt (ret) John Oles (depicted
right; my Ops Supe in Panama and one of this year’s Hall of Honor inductees)
crystalized the right decision was made. Bill Brockmiller is so correct when he
states people like me and him stand on the shoulders of giants.

This article is about saying thanks and explaining my motivation give it my all in this position. Future
issues will be about our organization’s growth and direction. Again, with all humility thank you so

much!
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Newsletter Staff

newsletter@ftva.us, 210-627-7586

falleneagles@ftva.us, 402-452-4562
Dennis Buxton, Editor

Dennis Rasmussen, Senior Adviser
Joe “Pepito” Figueroa, Fallen Eagles,
Ken Maynard, Associate Editor, 16th AF News
Dan Martin, Associate Editor
Roy Burnett, Circulation Manager and Member Support

k,khkkkkkkkhkkkhkkkkkhkkkhkkkkkhkkkhkhkkkkhkkkhkhkkkkhkkhkhkkhkkhkkhkkkkkkhkkkhkkkkkkkkkkkkkkkkkkkkkkkkkikkkikkikkikkikkkkkk

It’s December 2025 and we are in the midst of the holiday season. Last October saw a very successfu
and appreciated Annual Reunion as we were blessed with beautiful weather throughout and grea
attendance at all the events. And despite the government shutdown, your FTVA BoD and volunteer
went above and beyond to make it a success. Yes, we had to forego the picnic this year as well a
holding the Remembrance Ceremony outside the headquarters building. Yet, your FTVA steward
adapted and overcame, with everything from a bang-up, kick-off golf tournament on Day 1 to very

moving and memorable HoH and Remembrance activities at Day 3’s conclusion dinner. This issug
documents much of the above with photos and captions as well as the usual inputs ranging from the

new President’s column to the sad readings in the Fallen Eagles section. As always, Remain In Toucl
and I’ll talk with you again in the March 2026 issue. But before going | wish you and yours a Merry
Christmas and a Happy New Year.

Remain In Touch,

Dennis Buxton
Your Newsletter Editor

U << U U U =
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FTVA Hall of Honor

Greg Radabaugh, Program Chair
Contact gregory.radabaugh@gmail.com

The 2025 FTVA Hall of Honor Induction Ceremony

Submitted by Greg Radabugh

The induction ceremony was Initially scheduled to take place on Friday, 17 October, at the Bernard
A. Larger Auditorium on Security Hill. However, because of the government shut down, 16" AF
facilities and personnel were not available for us to use government facilities or areas. Instead, FTVA
successfully incorporated the Induction Ceremony with the annual banquet held at the Gateway Club
on JBSA Lackland on Saturday, 18 October. See the Reunion Section below for full writeups as
contained in the Reunion Program and more photos of the inductees. In summary, we were privileged
to induct six more honorees into the Hall for 2025. Each honoree brought unique talents and
accomplishments to the Hall, culminating in careers that greatly enhanced the warfighting
capabilities of not only the US Air Force but also the Department of War as a whole. These
individuals are:

e Col Rick Lipsey not only integrated all cyber and ISR forces in the merger of 24AF and 25AF into 16AF,
but also combined ISR, information warfare, C4, and cyber into a force multiplier within the Department of
Defense.

e Col Patty Murphy led the integration of women into intelligence units, as well as improving intelligence
support to combat commanders worldwide. Her leadership ensured a quick response to dramatic target
environment changes as the Soviet Union collapsed.

e Mr. Jim Courtois produced revolutionary changes to the AF EW Flagging mission, directly enabling rapid
reprogramming of US and Allied EW systems to immediately respond to changing threat systems,
increasing aircraft lethality and survivability in multiple combat environments.

e CMSgt John Oles led a 54%-manned squadron through a 3-year period of daily contingency missions,
saving dozens of lives with direct threat warning to the thousands of US forces in the line of fire, in addition
to directing the first Search and Rescue/Recovery missions following the Soviet Union’s shootdown of
KAL 007.

e CMSgt Steve Staycoff spearheaded the first-ever AF-NTI forward deployment supporting OSW/OIF; not
one Coalition aircraft lost to the enemy. He directed Close Air Support to protect Army Rangers at Haditha
Dam "saving countless Ranger lives."

e SMSgt Mark Walters created the first visual presentation of enemy machine-to-machine data onto US data
links and the integration of direct threat warning into US systems resulted in countless coalition lives saved
during the Iraq war, and was the. driving force behind the RIVET JOINT’s transition to a direct support
asset.

To underscore the significance of their achievements, consider the following: Since the standup of
the United States Air Force Security Service in 1948 to today, over the past 77 years, we estimate
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that at least over 700,000 people have served in 16th Air Force and its heritage organizations. Our
members were considered to be in the top 1 percent of the Air Force. Our missions and challenges
required the highest skill, intelligence, and perseverance of all who served in peacetime and war. In
all that time only 220 individuals have been chosen to be part of the Hall of Honor. We celebrate the
addition of six more honorees to the Hall in 2025. They become part of our history and rightfully
take their place among the ‘Best of the Best.”

2025 HOH Honorees (I-r): SMSgt Mark Walters (ret), CMSgt John Oles (ret), CMSgt Steve Staycoff (ret),
Col Rick Lipsey (ret), Kim Thomas (accepting on behalf of Col Pat Murphy (ret/deceased)) and Mr. Jim

Courtois (ret/MSgt ret)
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Nominations Open for Class of 2026
FTVA Hall of Honor

Nominations for the 2026 Hall of Honor may be made by following the link https://ftva.us/the-hall-
of-honor/ to the Hall of Honor page on the FTVVA website. Please use the embedded form (single
page, double sided, 12 pitch font, 1 inch margins) to submit your nomination. Nomination packages
not meeting these criteria will be returned to the individual submitting the nomination. Nominations
for the 2026 Hall selection are due by Tuesday, 30 June 2026.
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FTVA Member Support

Roy Burnett, Member Support Chair
Contact: membersupport@ftva.us
210-473-4921

New/Renewed Members

Fred Romero (Honolulu, HI)
Janet Fredrickson (Inverness,-FL)
Maria Doss (Helotes, TX)
Robert Walker (New Braunfels, TX)
Thomas Barefoot (Niceville, FL)
Joseph Barrow (Gig Harbor, WA)
Bruce Stone (Schertz, TX)
Gary Benner (Helotes, TX)
David Doss (Helotes, TX)
Mark Harmon (San Antonio, TX)
Elizabeth Monahan (Spokane, WA)
Theresa Douglas (Summerville, SC)
Michael diLorenzo (Walton'NY)

New Lifetime Members

Debora Elam (Colorado Springs, CO)
John Garrahan (San Angelo, TX)
Thomas Brown (Rosenberg, TX)

Ken Een (Waipahu, HI)
John Oles

Please address any and all issues relating to the FTVA website or membership to
MemberSupport@ftva.us.
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16™ Air Force News

Articles compiled and submitted by Ken Maynard
Associate Editor Extraordinaire
Contact: spitfiresa@me.com

16th Air Force Leads U.S. Participation
In NATO Cyber Coalition 2025

Adapted from an article by 16™ Air Force (Air Forces Cyber)/PA

Tallinn, Estonia—Sixteenth Air Force (Air Forces Cyber) (16AF) is participating as the U.S.
representative in NATQO’s flagship annual Cyber Coalition exercise Nov. 28 — Dec. 4.

Cyber Coalition 2025 brings together
29 NATO Allies, seven partner
countries, the EU, more than 1,300
participants, and collaborators from
academia and industry to exercise and
test the integration of cyberspace into
Allied operations and missions.

For the seventh consecutive year, 16AF
will participate as the Allied cyber Air
Component Command, supporting
exercise operations across four time
zones. The command will also continue
its cyber operator swap initiative,
integrating U.S. cyber operators with
Romanian and Georgian teams to
further deepen interoperability,
readiness and strengthen collective
cyber defense and resilience in
cyberspace.

“Exercises strengthen our competitive
edge, increase interoperability and
readiness so we can better defend the
homeland,” said U.S. Air Force Lt.
Gen. Thomas  Hensley, 16AF
commander. “What our cyber warriors

Cyber Defenders discuss approaches to scenarios during the
Cyber Coalition exercise in Tallinn, Estonia, Dec. 4, 2024.
16th Air Force (Air Forces Cyber) is participating in
NATO’s annual Cyber Coalition exercise as U.S.
representative and the cyber Air Component Command
along with 1,300 other participants Nov. 28 - Dec. 4. Cyber
Coalition 2025 is NATO’s flagship annual cyber defense
exercise and one of the largest in the world, bringing together
more than 1,300 participants from 29 Allied nations, 7
Partner countries and the EU, along with academia and
industry, to strengthen collective defense and resilience in
cyberspace. (Photo courtesy of NATO)
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do here during Cyber Coalition further underscores our network of Allies and partners is an
asymmetric advantage that our adversaries can never hope to match.”

Cyber Coalition 2025 focuses on NATO, Allied nation and partners’ ability to deter, defend against,
and counter threats in and through cyberspace. The exercise tests cyber operator’s skill at conducting
collective cyber operations, mechanisms for information-sharing, incident response and the
integration of cyberspace into multi-domain operations.

“Cyber Coalition allows us to train side-by-side with our NATO Allies and partners to detect, deter,
and defeat threats before they reach our homelands,” said Candace Sanchez, 16AF lead exercise
planner. “When we collaborate, share, and defend forward together, we secure our collective future.”

The exercise challenges participating teams with complex, realistic scenarios - including attacks
against critical infrastructure, cloud services, government networks, military operations and
cyberattacks on space-based systems and supporting infrastructure-which will require synchronized
responses across the Alliance.
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AFTAC Takes On Warrior Ethos
Through Physical Fitness

Adapted from an article by Susan A. Romano, AFTAC/PA, published 8 September 2025

PATRICK AIR FORCE BASE, Fla. — As the sun slowly rose above the shoreline of the Atlantic
Ocean, several hundred members of the Air Force Technical Applications Center gathered at the
base track 28 Aug to compete in a center-wide 5K run.

The purpose of the event was to reinforce the Department of Defense’s goal of forging warriors,
rebuilding strength, and restoring deterrence through physical fitness campaigns.

Senior leaders at the nuclear treaty monitoring center wanted to ensure their workforce was
meeting those objectives and standards, so they scheduled an early morning competitive run. Units
were challenged to work as a team, with the winner receiving a traveling trophy complete with
bragging rights.

“Activities like this give us the opportunity to test our endurance, adhere to wellness priorities, and
demonstrate teamwork,” said Chief Master Sgt. Brian Mitchell, AFTAC’s command chief. “When
we normalize fitness routines and work them into our daily schedules, it helps solidify our combat
readiness goals.”

AFTAC’s 5K run saw not only uniformed members participating in the event, but also civil
servants, family members, AFTAC alumni, and even a few industry partners.

“It was fantastic to see such a well-rounded turn out of people,” said Col. John Beatty, AFTAC’s
deputy commander. “Large events like this are not easy things to coordinate, so | want to thank all
the volunteers who were on site to ensure everyone’s safety and well-being.”

12
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FTVA CHAPTER NEWS

Forward your chapter inputs at any time, monthly, weekly or all at once, to Dennis Buxton, RIT Editor, at
newsletter@ftva.us or dennis.buxton@me.com. Please include captions and names on all photos submitted.
Submissions can be in any form or format, and I will edit.

Alamo Chapter

San Antonio, TX
Ken Williams, President

Chapter Meeting, 18 September 2025

The FTVA’s Alamo Chapter held their monthly meeting at the Alamo Café on 18 September at
their standard place. Fourteen members and spouses enjoyed lunch and fellowship. Treasurer Ken
Maynard called the meeting to order at 12:15 PM and briefed that the chapter has a total of $240.00
in the chapter’s account. He also discussed the upcoming reunion and thus no chapter meeting in
October. There being no new chapter business, the meeting officially closed at 12:45.

Alamo Chapter September Attendees (far table) Alan Daugherty with
Leroy and Hilda Rogers. On the near table, we have Dan Martin and Andy
Smith with Pete Siegel and Bill and Shirley Francis. (Photo by Ken Maynard)

13
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Chapter Meeting, 20 November 2025

The San Antonio Chapter of the FTVA held their monthly meeting at the Alamo Café
Restaurant on 20 November 2025. Twenty members and spouses enjoyed lunch and fellowship.
The following items were discussed:

e Due to the upcoming Christmas Holiday, there will be no meeting in December. The next
get together is set for January 15, 2026.

e Ron and Kay Weaver announced that due to health issues, this would be their last Alamo
Chapter meeting for a while.

e The recent passing of Lt Gen (ret) Ken Minihan on 1 Nov 2025 was discussed, as was the
recent passing of CMSgt (ret) Bert Pickell.

Alamo Chapter Members and Guests: Standing (I-r): Dan Martin, Ed Barnes, Chapter President Ken
Williams, Ted Colguhoun, Pete Siegel, Darby Stacey, Elise Colacicco, Vince Colacicco, Bob Crabtree, and
Doug Williams, Seated (I-r) Ron Weaver, Kay Weaver, Shiela Williams, Donna Crabtree, Anne Williams,
and Judy Maynard. Kneeling (I-r) Dennis Buxton and Dennis “Rass” Rassmussen. Not pictured: Ken
Maynard and Dottie France.
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Heritage Chapter

San Angelo, TX
Ronald ‘JJ’ Graham, President
Chapter Contact: waynebascom@gmail.com

Chapter in Full Form for Veterans

Stories by Wayne Bascom, Tom Nurre, JJ Graham, and Larry Miller

The Heritage Chapter, along with other veteran partner
organizations and the City of San Angelo continues their support
of our veterans in the most meaningful way possible. The next
few stories exhibit this fact. From "Welcoming Home" Vietnam
War Veterans, and surviving spouses, as well as working with the
city on a Veterans Day proclamation and in helping with the
annual parade, the Heritage Chapter is at the forefront of ensuring
veterans are recognized for their service and sacrifice. This effort
does not go unnoticed, as we have a wild story how a family from
across the nation contacted us out of the blue for some special
assistance.

On July 8, 2014, there was a live telecast of the unveiling of the | Vietnam Veteran Lapel Pin. The
veterans' pin on the floor of the House of Representatives. The first | Heritage Chapter assisted with
Commemorative Program Partner (CPP) pins were presented at | the recognition of over 2,500
this time. The EC-47 History Site was approved as a CPP on July | Y'etnam War Veterans
25th, 2014, concurrent with the opening of the Angelo State
University VIETNAM: THROUGH THE LENS project.

Throughout the lifespan of this program, the EC-47 History Site coordinated with 18 other
organizations to form the EC-47 History Site Commemorative Partner Program (CPP) Committee.
Angelo State University-West Texas Collections and Heritage Chapter, the Freedom Through
Vigilance Association, were charter members.

From July of 2014 till the end of the program here in 2025, we conducted 75 ceremonies that are
documented in after-action reports. There were an untold number of single-pin presentations by
members of the CPP organizations. Locally, 2,527 Vietnam War veterans were recognized, and 128
more received mail-out recognition packages. We recognized 71 surviving spouses locally and
mailed out another 77 recognition packages. Nearly 8,000 people attended these recognition events,
with another 1,000 attending the mailed out events.

This government program ended on the 30th of November, this year. This CPP committee was
recognized for achieving totals placing it in the top 1 percent of the 13,542 registered
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commemorative partner organizations. We can only imagine the total numbers of all those impacted
by this effort. Mail-out pins were presented at planned and impromptu events in the recipient's home,
church, family reunions, and both social and business luncheons.

The Heritage Chapter is now working to develop new recognition materials to continue this effort
now that the government program has lapsed.

EC-47 History Site
Honors Surviving Spouse

Story by Tom Nurre, Photo by Sandi Ryan

The EC-47 History Site, represented by webmaster retired USAF CMSgt Tom Nurre, proudly
sponsored a ceremony to honor the military legacy of former U.S. Army Staff Sergeant David Paul
McMahon, who served honorably on active duty from 1977 to 1985. His surviving spouse, Golda
Foster McMahon, was formally presented with the prestigious surviving spouse Blue Star lapel pin
and an official Certificate of Appreciation.

The presentation was coordinated and delivered by
retired USAF Vietnam War veteran Technical
Sergeant Gary Taylor, a former colleague of Ms.
McMahon.

Born in Norman, OK, on September 27, 1953, he was
a proud Eagle Scout and a 1971 graduate of S.H.
Rider High School in Wichita Falls. He rose to the
rank of Staff Sergeant (E-6), serving as a Military
Intelligence Analyst in Berlin, Germany, before
instructing at Goodfellow AFB. After separating, he
dedicated 30 years as a Case Worker for the State of
Texas.

(I-r) Gary Taylor, Golda Foster McMahon,
Tom Nurre
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San Angelo Veterans Day Proclamation

Story by Wayne Bascom, Larry Miller, Tom Nurre

Heritage Chapter members Larry Miller and Tom Nurre constructed a proclamation for Veterans
Day that was read into the San Angelo City Council minutes. This proclamation not only recognizes
Veterans Day in San Angelo, but expresses that the citizens of San Angelo "Remember with Eternal
Respect" the service and sacrifices of all our former and current active-duty personnel of the Armed
Forces of the United States of America.

(I-r) San Angelo Mayor Tom Thompson, Carl Frentz, JJ Graham, Police Chaplain Art Mavrode
(prior X2), Larry Miller, City Councilman Harry Thomas, and City Manager Daniel Valenzuela
(photo courtesy of San Angelo City Council).
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San Angelo Veterans Day Parade

Story by Wayne Bascom, JJ Graham
Photos by Wayne Bascom

With a theme of “Celebrating 85 Years of Goodfellow AFB in San Angelo!” the city held its annual
Veterans' Day Parade on Saturday, November 8th.

However, because of the federal government shutdown, official representation by Goodfellow AFB
was absent. The official statement from Goodfellow AFB Public Affairs states:

"Due to the government shutdown, the 17th Training Wing and Goodfellow Air Force Base is unable
to participate in the 2025 Veteran’s Day parade or other events in an official capacity as normal.
While we are hopeful for the timely passage of the FY26 Appropriations Bill to provide stable and
predictable funding, it’s important to understand the potential impacts should the Department of the
Air Force operate under a lapse of appropriation in FY26. A lapse in appropriation, depending on
its length, can significantly impact our readiness, modernization efforts, and overall ability to
maintain technological superiority."

But once again, our own JJ Graham served as one of the official judges for the parade. Even without
the base representation, there were numerous veterans organizations and school academies that
represented the purpose of the parade as

thousands of onlookers cheered.

As an attendee this year | (Wayne) want
to make some personal observations. |
wore my Air Force Retired cover (hat)
at the parade. At least 90% of the parade
participants took the time to shout over
to me, thanking me for my service.
Young men and women in uniform
working the sidelines giving gifts to the
kids stopped and snapped to attention
and saluted me. Young Boy Scouts and
Girl Scouts left their ranks to run over to
the curb to shake my hand and thank me
for my service. Gradeschool kids
evidently had prepared personalized
thank you cards that they individually
signed. When they saw a veteran they
ran over, handed them the personal
thank you, and shook their hand. | can't The Angelo State University ROTC Color Guard
imagine a better place to hold a Leads the Parade

Veterans' Day Parade, then here in San
Angelo.

18




Remain In Touch

December 2025

Above: Lieutenant General (retired) Ronnie Hawkins and wife wave to the crowd.
General Hawkins is the President of Angelo State University and performed

Grand Marshall duties in lieu of base representation. Below: Vietnam Veterans
line up their vehicles for the parade.
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Special Recognition for 100-Year-Old Veteran

A family in North Carolina wanted to do something special
for veteran who was about to celebrate his 100th birthday.
They didn't know where to turn, so they went to a local high
school and talked to the JROTC representatives there. They
did some checking and for some reason came up with Tom
Nurre's name and email address.

Tom received this request concerning one Leo Sheek
Bowden Jr. of the US Army Air Corps (USAAF). He
entered service in 1943 and left in 1946.

In that time he made Technical Sergeant after flying 18
bombing missions in a B-29 Superfortress named "Big
Boots." He was based out of Tinian Island and was the
Central Control Turret Machine Gunner.

He earned three Bronze Stars, an Air Combat Medal with
1 Oak leaf Cluster, the Distinguished Unit Badge, the
Western Pacific Air Combat Offensive Japan Theatre
Service Ribbon, the Good Conduct Medal, and the World
War Il Victory Medal.

Big Boots made further history by buzzing the USS
Missouri during the September 2, 1945 Japanese Surrender
Ceremony on the USS Missouri.

Leo Sheek Bowden Jr.
Photo byWinston-Salem Journal

Tom went ahead and made a quick decision, preparing a one-of-a-kind certificate to present with the
Vietnam Veteran Lapel Pin to rush out to this veteran for the recognition so richly deserved.
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Heritage Chapter Assists
With National Oratory Contest

Story by Larry Miller
Once again, this time on November 16, 2025, the Heritage Chapter assisted San Angelo American
Legion Post 572 in conducting the Legion Post's Annual Oratorical Contest focused on the United
States Constitution.

Based on their extensive experience evaluating students in The Schoolhouse and at the NCO
Academy at Goodfellow, Heritage Chapter representatives Tom Nurre and “JJ” Graham performed
expertly in helping judge the contest and determine the champion orator.

Because of his notable computer knowledge, Rick Premo also proved invaluable in tabulating all the
judge’s scores. Unfortunately we are at a complete loss as to what, if anything, Larry Miller did to
contribute to the event. We did, on occasion, catch a glimpse of him “moseying around” the building
throughout the contest.

Now, as many of you already know, the Heritage Chapter here in San Angelo routinely joins with
other veteran organizations in San Angelo and the Concho Valley to help each other out. We are a
member of the Concho Valley All-Vets Council and have lent our considerable support and energies
to many other vet organization large events such as the Veterans of Foreign Wars annual Holiday
dinner which we will be assisting with this Thanksgiving/Christmas Season.

(I-r)  Legionnaire Chaplain Sol Page,
Legionnaire Sergeant-at-Arms and Heritage
Chapter (HC) member Larry Miller, HC
Treasurer Rick Premo, HC President “JJ”
Graham, contest winner Akash Vukoti,
Legionnaire Carl Frentz, Akash’s mom
Chadrakala Jandyam, HC member Tom
Nurre, and Akash’s dad Krishna Vukoti
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It's Fall Social Time

All photos by Wayne Bascom

Once again the Heritage Chapter did what they do best, socialize. On September 11, 10 members
and 6 guests came together in a private room at Alejandro’'s Restaurant. As usual JJ conducted a swift
and entertaining meeting, which upon completion morphed into a chattering collection of absolutely
believable war stories by all those present.

Left: Evelyn "Evi" Shaw and Bob Kent engage in
earnest discussion.

Right: Wayne Bascom displays the reason wife Chae
Bascom will be the one driving.

Left: David Martin and Harriet Samad
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Above: JJ Graham easily distracted
when chatting with Scott Dickson,
Ray Leftwich in background

Right: Gary Taylor, in foreground, with
Tom Nurre smiling approvingly. Paula
Leftwich back to camera.
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Mid-Atlantic Region Chapter

Fort George G. Meade, MD
Jerry Gething, President
Chapter Contact: sharong@thefrizzellhome.us
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Rocky Mountain Chapter

Colorado Springs, CO
Greg Roman and Stan Cook Co-Presidents
Chapter Contact: g.eichelberger08@yahoo.com
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The Rocky Mountain Chapter held a short meeting on 19 November. Our immediate focus was on the
upcoming Christmas party to be held Sunday 14 December, 2-5pm at Greg Roman's house. (Note: Bring
your appetite because Greg is making his world-famous, home-made lasagna!) Please RSVP to Greg if

you can make it.

On a side note, after having been to San
Antonio in October for the "abbreviated"
HoH events, we returned with examples
of the new FTVA ball caps that Chief Ted
Colquhoun, ran herd on obtaining. A
couple of guys immediately ordered
(equally split between the camo and beige
color options!)

Finally, we wish everyone a Joyous
Holiday Season; and remember like the
song says:

"The closest thing to Heaven on this
planet anywhere.....

Is a quiet Christmas morning in the
Colorado snow™

Nitty Gritty Dirt Band (for those that
remember)

Sporting our FTVA chapeaus! (I-r) Greg
Roman, Dennis Daniels, Stan Cook, John
Hladky, Ike Eichelberger
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Wasatch Chapter

Salt Lake City, UT
Jacob Scheid, President
Chapter Contact: lawson.scottl@gmail.com
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Aloha Chapter

Honolulu, HI
John “Tilly” Toillion, President
Chapter Contact: alohatilly@hawaii.rr.com
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Mele Kalikimaka

Hau’oli Makahiki Hou!
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Gold Country Chapter

Yuba City, CA
John Aurelius, President
Chapter Contact: jaurelius@mikodi.com
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Feliz navidad

Giang sinh vui ve
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Tell a Story

This new FTVA website enables one and all to "Tell A Story." Members can enter a story at
https://ftva.us/TellAStory and see other posted stories at https://ftva.us/stories. This is meant to be a
way to share stories of the adventures all of us had during our careers. Again, both are on the secure
side of the site and require members to log in. The below is reprinted from the web site.
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On the RJ enroute to Saudi

Going to War with Both of Your Flight Boots

Submitted by Marco Aldaz
aldazmarc@gmail.com

Just as Desert Shield was kicking off, | received a call from SMSgt "Tonto" Arrevelos to get ready
to deploy (to fly RJ/Rivet Joint). At the time | was serving at the NCO PME Center at Goodfellow
AFB. So, | picked up my gear from the base supply center and got my tickets to Offutt AFB, from
where our crew would deploy.

Once there, | met the others on the crew - only to find out that | was the senior-ranking individual
and would be responsible for getting the crew from Offutt to Riyadh AB, Saudi Arabia. Sounds easy,
right? Well, just one minor detail - we'd have an overnight stop in Athens, Greece. And of course,
the crew wanted to go out and party that night -- their last chance to have alcohol before we hit the
ground in Saudi.

Once we landed at Hellenikon AB, we were bussed to the Apollon Palace Hotel, which was where
military personnel stayed in transition. As we arrived, I instructed the crew: 'Go out and party all you
want tonight - just be here at 0800 sharp tomorrow morning. The bus is going to leave at 0800. Be
here with all your gear".

The next morning, | came down to meet our bus at 0730. As the time neared 0800, the crew slowly
straggled on to the bus - except for our 3-Op, Mik Travis. Finally, at 0755, | asked Tim "TJ' Johnson,
our 4-Op - 'Where's Mik'? TJ put his head down and said, "He's up in his room, looking for one of
his flight boots.” A bit bewildered, I said: "Flight boot? As in a singular boot? What the $#%@#%*?"
TJ just nodded.

Well. by now it's 0800 on the dot. So, | told TJ to go get Mik, with or without both of his boots. And
sure enough, a couple minutes later, Mik ambles up - in his flight suit - but with only one flight boot
on. | looked at him quizzingly and asked, "Mik, ...where's your other boot?" He answered, "l don't
know Marco." | answered, "So you came here yesterday with both of your boots, right?". He
responded, "Yes, | just don't know what happened to the other one." TJ then chimed in, "I looked in
his room too and didn't see the other boot." These are the times that try men’s souls.

By this point I'm really steamed and perplexed. I told both to just get on the bus and we'd figure out
something when we got to base. On the way there, | told the bus driver to pull up in front of the
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squadron ECP for just a couple minutes. As he did, | looked at Mik and said: "Mik, listen carefully,
you have two minutes to go into the SCIF and come back out with two boots.” "And | don't give a
crap how you do it - just come back out with two boots!! - you can't go fly in a war with just one
boot!"

So Mik hopped off, went inside and about 90 seconds later came out with a flight boot on both of
his feet. | signaled the driver to get us out to the tarmac so we could board for our flight to Riyadh.
We made it on time and landed safely in Saudi Arabia.

Once there, | asked Mik, "OKk, tell me, how did it?". He just cracked a smile and said, 'l bought a pair
of boots off of somebody on the ops floor." | just shook my head in disbelief and sighed....and that's
how our RJ crew went to war with both flight boots!
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Blast from the Past

From the Archives

The below is an extract from the April 1983 RIT Newsletter; a mere 42 years ago. We hope it
provides a pleasant trip down memory lane for you. Minor formatting edits were required. Many
thanks to Ted Colquhoun for leading the effort to digitize the past issues of RIT.

“MORE ON J-JOC

Anyone desiring more information concerning the J-JOC may contact its
President, 1st Lt Terry Vendlinski, Autovon 945-2374 or (512) 925-2374
{office) or (512) 691-2727 (home).

SOCIAL ACTIVITIES

We had a ""danged good" get-together at the Kelly Officers® Club February
19th. One hundred thirty two members and spouses were able to talk
about old times ... and see some scrapbooks showing pictures of people
from times past and early USAFSS history. These books were willed to us
from the headquarters historical office. They are available in our
office and can be "borrowed out™ for special functions.

The beer, dips, and stuffed jalepenos (muy caliente) were enjoyed by
all.

Now mark your calendars for the following dates:
SMMay (Friday) - Lackland "0" Club - Spring Social -Cocktails - 6-8:30

1 October 1983 (Saturday) - Lackland 0" Club - Annual Dinner/ Dance
2 December 1983 (Friday) - Kelly "0™ Club - Christmas Social

Again, you don"t have to be a member to attend ..e so bring a friend
or prospective member {both preferably®".). C - U - there".

IN TOUCH WITH THE PAST

Well here we are again. Time sure flies when you bus¥'-

I have received some great letters and slowly but surely we will feature
all of them. This time we plan to finish up the 1st RSM and get on
with the 2nd RSM next time. So 1If any of you wish to share your
memories please write to:

Dan (Duke) Dapolito 1814 Rawhide
San Antonio TX 78227

Whille doing a little research at VFW #6012 (BSing with Combat Coulter)
I discovered that a popular local individual and a good friend was at
the 1st RSM when i1t was transferred from the Army Security Agency (ASA
to the USAFSS. Bernie Velie, our friendly SSFCU Loan Executive arrive
at Johnson AB Japan in September 1948. He was part of the ASA unit
operating the mission of the squadron until Air Force people were
Brop@rly trained and ready to take over the mission. In June 1949
ernie and most of the Army personnel there received a lateral
Eransfer from the Army to the Air Force by changing their serial numbers
rom RA to AF.”
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REUNIONS &
ANNOUNCEMENTS

The Annual FTVA Reunion 16-18 October 2025

From 16-18 October, the FTVA conducted its annual reunion, albeit somewhat abbreviated because
of the ongoing government shutdown. However, your board of directors, reunion event POCs, and
others made it happen. But the celebration and commemoration continued primarily because of the
active participation by the FTVA membership, all of whom adapted and overcame these last-minute
modifications. The photos below capture the enthusiasm and participation of all beginning with the
Golf Tournament, our traditional kickoff event.

Thursday, October 16

The Annual Golf Tournament

The 2025 FTVA Reunion Week kicked off with the Golf Club of Texas (GCoT) hosting our Annual
Golf Tournament. It was a beautiful day that saw a significant increase in teams/participants.

A total of 18 teams took the shotgun start at 1000.
Participation almost doubled from last year’s 10
teams and it was a great opportunity for everyone to
reconnect. GCoT once again put out an impressive
spread of chicken and beef fajitas with all the
complements.

This year, we also saw our long-time corporate
sponsor, Security Service Federal Credit Union,
participate.

Welcome! Welcome! Great To See Ya! FTVA Golf
Tournament organizer Bob Benitez is the first stop
when checking in. Thanks again Bob, for another well-
done tournament. Your volunteer efforts are
appreciated.
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Additionally, we welcomed the following new sponsors and Vigilant Partners; Thank you all for
your contributions! You helped make a great kickoff reunion event even better!

Engrave-Tech and Graphics
City of San Antonio Military and Veteran Directorate
Anthony Jensen (Col, ret)
First Command
Greg Radabaugh (SES, ret)
Randolph Brooks Federal Credit Union
John “Tilly” Toillion
Ted and Shari Colquhoun

The Winners!

Once again, 2" and 3" place came down to handicap/playoff holes but first place belongs to the team

who shot a 57 (-15).

15 Place Team (-15/57)

Shawn Davis
Adolfo Garcia
Randy Lafosse

Rick Lafosse (-15/57)

2"d Place Team (-12/60)

Mike Nielsen
Travis Nielsen
Charles Rhodes

Harry Coogle

3" Place Team (-12/60)

Rich Vaughn
Ryan Vaughn
Paul Para
Mike Dean

Special Note: For the second consecutive year, the team of Joe Hurst, Jim McLendon, Ron Haygood
and John Kotch lost out on handicap/playoff holes. There’s always next year!
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Skills Challenge Results
Putting Challenge: Jim McLendon
CTP#6: Rick LaFosse
CTP#12: Randy LaFosse
Long Drive #2: Jay Glendenning

We handed out some great raffle prizes with hats, Titlist golf balls and free rounds of golf.
Additionally, our sponsors donated a golf bag, more golf balls, range finders and Yeti mugs.

Special thanks to Ted Colquhoun and Ross Felker who assisted me during registration and to Dennis
Buxton for snapping photos. | received a recommendation to consider a new venue for next year’s
tournament and will speak to the Lackland Pro-Shop to check feasibility.

We’ll see you next year! In the meantime enjoy the photos below. — Bob

The Field for the 2025 FTVA Reunion Golf Tournament

THE FIELD: Approximately72 Reunion Golfers Teed it Up for a chance at some beaucoup prizes — but
mostly good fun and reconnecting — on 16 October at the Golf Club of Texas, San Antonio, Texas. Here they
are depicted before heading out full of hopes and dreams of walking away with the prize!
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LEFT: STOGIED UP with Cubanos? Sporting sass and
confidence, golfers (I-r) Ed Novak, Ken Nelson, Rudy
Smith and Al Cazares enjoying some smoky team
building before the round.

RIGHT: BEST FOURSOME EVAH!!! No, they
didn’t win top bragging rights but (I-r) Randy
Baronet, Joan Green Daigle, Dennis Buxton and
Dean Daigle sure had a good time.

SECOND BEST FOURSOME EVER! Yes, they
were the Winning Team but I’'m sure they didn’t
have as great a time and the Best Foursome Evah!
(see photo above). But to give them their due this
team of Rick and Randy Lafosse, Adolfo Garcia, and
Shawn Davis came in with a scramble team score of
57 (15 under par).
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UNDER TEXAS SKIES. Movin’ on out to start the round at the ‘links-style’ Golf Club of Texas, we have
Ron Scott and Jerry Gething, President of the FTVA’s Mid-Atlantic Region Chapter (MARC). Hang on

tight, Ron, Jerry’s not from around these parts.

FLUSH!: Joe Hurst lets the ball know “what for”
with this massive, sweet spot hit to put his team far
enough down range for the easy birdie.
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LEFT: Golfers Wes Tarte and Joe Hamilton
seeking the correct path to winning the
championship during the FTVA’s October 16
Reunion Golf Tournament. It remains unknown
if they found it.

RIGHT: Tournament Organizer Bob Benitez (left)
presents golfer Jim McLendon with his prize: a free
round of golf at the GCoT.
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green prior to the round.

ABOVE: All golfers know the real money is made on the putting green as a one-putt forgives a lot
of sins committed in getting there. Here we see FTVA Reunion Tourney golfers lining up to
practice a 25-foot, downhill, right- breaking little demon of a putt on the slick-surfaced practice

LEFT & BELOW: (Left) Ted Colquhoun as Master of
Ceremonies at the post-round feast and awards
presentations where the participants (Below) enjoyed
their favorite beverages and chowed-down on some Tex-
Mex fare.
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LEFT: This golfer was the lucky winner of a new golf
bag. Dozens of other prizes — thanks to the support of
sponsors such as SSFCU - ranged from cases of golf
balls to free 18-hole rounds at the host course.

RIGHT: Much appreciation to the management
and staff of the Golf Club of Texas for hosting our
event. Depicted here is Larence, the
Starter/Marshal who ensured everyone got to
where they needed to be for the shotgun start.
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Saturday, October 18t
Combined HoH, Banquet Activities

(Photos courtesy of Ted Colquhoun)

This year because of the government shut down venue and other support from 16" AF was not
possible. As a result, the Hall of Honor presentations were held during the closing banquet the
evening of October 18™. In addition, it was not possible to hold the usual public reading of the past
year’s Fallen Eagles; these were, however, listed in the banquet program.

2025 HOH Honoree: CMSgt (ret) John Oles

Chief Oles was a respected leader who guided command units through the complex restructuring of
the U.S. Air Force in the early 1990s, transitioning from Electronic Security Command (ESC) to the
Air Force Intelligence Command (AFIC) and the Air Intelligence Agency (AlA).

HOH Inductee John Oles addressing the
banquet attendees.

2025 HOH Inductee John Oles (second from left)
displays his plague commemorating his induction as
(I-r) Greg Roman, Greg Radabaugh and Beth
Yandow look on.
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CMSgt (ret) John S. Oles

A Security Hill legend! Chief John Oles was a strong enlisted leader who
steered command components through the complex USAF reorganization
of the early 1990’s, from Electronic Security Command (ESC) to the AF
Intelligence Command (AFIC) and the Air Intelligence Agency (AlA). He
justified and secured critical ISR billets to keep force levels credible and
most importantly operational! As the Airborne Mission Supervisor (AMS),
he directed the first Search and Rescue/Recovery mission following the
Soviet Union’s shootdown of KAL Flight 007; this flight and subsequent
missions occurred in tense airspace, with his aircraft often harassed by
former USSR air and surface forces. Chief Oles’ leadership, standards, and
linguistic expertise led to selection for the ESC Command Standardization
and Evaluation Team — the most prestigious and stringent compliance
organization within ESC and a model for the entire USAF. Chief John Oles’
dedication to taking care of his people and operational achievements exhibit
the essence of a true servant leader.
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2025 HOH Honoree — SMSgt (ret) Mark Walters

SMSgt Walters has made significant contributions to advancing technology, expanding the direct

support mission, and transforming the operational role of the RC-135/RIVET JOINT. Through a

combination of technical expertise and leadership, Walters shifted the platform from strategic

collection to a tactical asset, enhancing situational awareness for coalition forces. Walters’

integration of the Integrated Broadcast Service (IBS) with RC-135 systems, NSA ground terminals,
and airborne C2 platforms during DESERT
SHIELD/STORM enabled a comprehensive
air/ground operational picture, accelerating
decision-making and improving targeting
effectiveness.

ABOVE: HOH member Beth Yandow pins 2025
Inductee Mark Walters as members Lee Anthony (far
left) and HOH program coordinator Greg Radabaugh
(far right) look on approvingly. RIGHT: New Hall of
Honor member Mark Walters expresses his
appreciation for the honor and relates the dedication
required through a long career to arrive at this honor.
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SMSgt (ret) Mark S. Walters

Mr. RIVET JOINT! No individual has done more to advance technology,
expand the direct support mission, transform the platform’s warfighting
role, and train multiple generations of ISR operators than SMSgt Walters —
a unique combination of warrior attitude, operational knowledge, and
engineering skills! He transformed the RC-135/RIVET JOINT from a
strategic collection platform to a tactical warfighting asset instrumental in
providing situational awareness to coalition forces. His integration of the
Integrated Broadcast Service (IBS) on the RC-135, NSA ground terminals,
and airborne C2 platforms during DESERT SHIELD/STORM resulted in
an air/ground picture that overwhelmed Iraq’s decision-making timelines,
provided targeting successes, and ended the enemy’s ability to wage war. His
transformational operator knowledge resulted in the first visual
presentation of enemy machine-to-machine data onto US data links. He was
the driving force behind the RJ’s transition from a warfighting direct
support asset to a national-level intelligence community linchpin. Three
generations of RC-135 crews affirm SMSgt Walters as the benchmark for
operational excellence. The many fighter pilots and special operators who
thanked RJ for a save, and stated, “I won’t go into combat without it!” are
a direct result of SMSgt Walter’s technical knowledge, grasp of the RC-
135’s capabilities, and ability to articulate the Tactics, Techniques, and
Procedures to defeat an enemy to aircrew going in harm’s way, thus saving
American lives.
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2025 HOH Honoree — CMSgt (ret) Steve Staycoff

From the outset at the 6990th ESG in 1983, Chief Staycoff consistently delivered high-quality
intelligence, quickly distinguishing himself among peers. Recognized for exceptional work ethic at

Kadena AB, Chief Staycoff was appointed
Flight Quality Control  Monitor and
proactively trained unit members. Their
analytical expertise led to selection as
Airborne Analyst, a highly demanding role on
the RC-135. Notably, during the 1989/90
Philippine coup attempts, Chief Staycoff
provided critical intelligence over three
continuous days, earning commendation from
a national agency’s Deputy Director.

ABOVE (right): New HOH member Steve
Staycoff (second from left) proudly displaying
his commemoration plaque with (I-r) Ken
Williams, Greg Radabaugh and Ted
Colgquhoun. BELOW (right): Steve receives
his pin from Ted Colquhoun while Ken
Williams and Greg Radabaugh look on
approvingly.
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CMSqgt (ret) Steven S. “Steve” Staycoff

From the start at the 6990™ ESG in 1983, he set the standard, producing
quality intelligence at quantities well above his peers. Recognized early for
his work ethic at Kadena AB, he was assigned as Flight Quality Control
Monitor and volunteered to assist and train other members of his unit; due
to his expert analytical skills, he was handpicked for Airborne Analyst duties
during his first assignment, the second most demanding position on the RC-
135. Chief Staycoff’s work during the 1989/90 Philippine coup attempts was
praised by the Deputy Director of a national agency; during the 1990 event
he worked 3 non-stop days acquiring essential information of utmost
importance to local, theater, and national command authorities. Chief
Staycoff was awarded the prestigious National Intelligence Meritorious Unit
Citation by the Director, CIA for his efforts as the AF representative to joint
US Navy/NSA EP-3 Cryptologic Damage Assessment Team responding to
the Hainan Island Incident (EP-3 force-down). Chief Staycoff was the
cornerstone of the CAOC’s cryptologic support effort in spearheading the
first-ever AF-NTI forward deployment supporting OSW/OIF. He was
instrumental in revolutionizing the delivery of specialized intelligence to air
combat operations and he led 13 coalition NCOs in flawlessly issuing
iImminent threat warnings (ITW) to over 35,000 combat/mission support
sorties over/around lIraq.
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2025 HOH Honoree — Colonel (ret/deceased) Patricia Murphy

Colonel Murphy was a nationally recognized expert in Air Force policy, programs, and personnel.
Murphy played a pivotal role in personnel management during and after the Vietnam War and led
the integration of women into intelligence units. Murphy oversaw the restructuring of ESC,
enhancing intelligence support for combat commanders and implementing major modernization
initiatives.

ABOVE: HOH Program Coordinator Greg Radabaugh (center) displays the plaque commemorating the
induction of Colonel Patricia Murphy (ret/deceased) as part of the HOH Class of 2025. Kim Thomas (left)
accepted the honor on behalf of Colonel Murphy and HOH member Sue Douglass looks on.
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Col (ret/deceased) Patricia M. “Pat” Murphy

A generational leader and visionary, Colonel Murphy was the Command,
Air Force and nationally recognized expert on policy, program and people
Issues. She played a hands-on role in complex personnel actions during and
after the Vietnam War and led the integration of women into intelligence
units. Entrusted with ESC’s restructure, she improved intelligence support
to combat commanders worldwide and delivered major modernization
efforts. As EESD commander, her exemplary leadership ensured a quick
response to dramatic target environment changes as the Soviet Union
collapsed, met congressionally mandated force reductions and pivoted units
to support Operations DESERT SHIELD/STORM, PROVEN FORCE, and
PROVIDE COMFORT, earning accolades from combat commanders and
national leaders. Later, as NSA legislative liaison to Congress, her insight
into and advocacy for Rivet Joint and U-2 reconnaissance asset
modernization directly impacted where these systems are today. Respected
by all, Colonel Murphy embodied our values of service above self, integrity
and excellence in all she did.
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2025 HOH Honoree — Mr. Jim Courtois

Mr. Jim Courtois significantly advanced Electronic Warfare (EW) support for the Air Force. Over a
37-year career, Courtois transformed the EW Flagging mission from a manual process to an
automated system capable of analyzing over four million intercepts daily. This innovation enabled
rapid reprogramming of U.S. and Allied EW systems, enhancing aircraft effectiveness and
survivability across multiple combat environments.

ABOVE (left): HOH inductee Jim
Courtois (left) poses with HOH Program
Coordinator Greg Radabaugh (center)
and HOH member and former program
coordinator A. J. Harrison. BELOW
(left): Mr. Courtois speaks to the assembly
as Greg Radabaugh intently listens.
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Mr. James. M. “Jim” Courtois

Mr. Jim Courtois revolutionized Electronic Warfare (EW) support for the
Air Force! During his 37-year tenure, he produced revolutionary changes
to the AF EW Flagging mission, transforming a manually intensive analysis
process to an automated capability that analyzed over 4 million intercepts
daily. This directly enabled rapid reprogramming of US and Allied EW
systems to immediately respond to changing threat systems, increasing
aircraft lethality and survivability in multiple combat environments. He
developed the Flagging Analysis System responsible for providing Desert
Storm air, sea, and land components with 24/7 operational EW support. Due
to EUCOM, PACOM and CENTCOM all having different Electronic Order
of Battles (EOBs) for Irag, he was requested by CHECKMATE to produce
an EOB. EOB produced after 2 weeks of 14-hour days with all points within
700 feet. After 9/11, he led the 453 EWS standup of 24/7 operations to
support the EW reprogramming community, targeting, and direct support to
CENTCOM’s EW coordination cell in Riyadh. During Operation lIraqi
Freedom, he provided near real-time support leading to destruction of Iraqi
air defenses as well as successful invasion of Irag.

49




Remain In Touch

December 2025

2025 HOH Honoree — Col (ret) Rick Lipsey

Few have contributed more to the communication,
cyber, and Intelligence, Surveillance, and
Reconnaissance (ISR) community than Col Rick
Lipsey. Throughout Lipsey’s career, Lipsey played a
pivotal role in advancing cyber capabilities to
counter adversaries and safeguard U.S. and allied
communications. As a strategic leader, Lipsey was
instrumental in merging 24 AF and 25 AF, resulting
in the formation of 16 AF. Lipsey effectively
integrated ISR, information warfare, C4, and cyber
operations, creating a force multiplier for the
Department of Defense.

RIGHT: HOH inductee Rick Lipsey (center,
seated) expresses his appreciation for the
honor.
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ABOVE: HOH inductee Rick Lipsey (center)
receives his plaque from HOH member Ken
Williams (left). Observing is the HOH
Program Coordinator Greg Radabaugh
(right). LEFT: Rick Lipsey is all smiles as Ken
Williams and Greg Radabaugh lead the
applause from the assembly approving of Col
Lipsey’s induction into the HOH.
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Col (ret) Richard A. “Rick” Lipsey

Few have served the communication, cyber, and Intelligence, Surveillance,
and Reconnaissance (ISR) community better than Col Rick Lipsey. From
the beginning of his career, he served on the frontlines in the development
of cyber and its capabilities to disrupt the enemy while protecting US and
allied comm systems. An amazing strategic visionary, Col Lipsey served as
a catalyst in merging 24 AF with 25 AF and achieved a collaboration that
became 16 AF. He combined ISR, information warfare, C4, and cyber into
a force multiplier within the Department of Defense. While attending the
Air War College in 2005, he published “Network Warfare Operations:
Unleashing the Potential,” Center for Strategy and Technology, Maxwell
AFB, AL—which became the primer for conducting cyber-attack and
defense. He postured the Air Force intelligence community as the driver for
cyber warfare and cybersecurity. One of only a handful of cyber officers
who understood what it takes to integrate cyber as a force multiplier for the
AF and DoD.
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The 2025 FTVA Reunion Banquet

Approximately 127 members, family and distinguished guests attended the 2025 FTVA Reunion
banquet the evening of October 18" at the JBSA-Lackland Open Mess.

JJ Graham, president of the Heritage Chapter, San

Angelo, TX posing with Mary Lou Hymel. Photo
courtesy of Sharon Frizzell.

At the Banquet: Sue Douglass, Grace
Blancett and Kim Thomas, who

accepted on behalf of Colonel Murphy.
Photo courtesy of Sharon Frizzell.

Our apologies but other than the above submissions, Reunion

Banquet pictures were not yet available at press time. Please

check back in March for a pictorial recap of the 2025 FTVA
Reunion Banquet.
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Prop Wash Gang+++ Holds Reunion Activities

The Prop Wash Gang (+++) held get togethers during the FTVVA Reunion to reconnect and
specialize in common AFSC and Base of Assignment ‘war stories’. They kicked off with the Besos
y Abrazos Icebreaker Wednesday the 15 at the Courtyard Westover Hills, held a dinner Friday
night at Garibaldi’s Mexican restaurant, followed by a PWG + Everyone Picnic at MacArthur Park
on Sunday, the 19™. These activities were in addition to attending the FTVA-wide activities such
as the Golf Tournament, HoH Induction/Banquet and Annual FTVA Membership Meeting.

We are promised a bang-up write-up and pictures to be published in the March 2026 RIT. Please
check back then.
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MIMI Call

Photos Courtesy of Chris Norman

The annual MIMI Call, held Friday, October 17" at Bigz Burgers on Hwy 151, was another big
success. Coordinated each year by Chris Norman and Red Lloyd, this extracurricular tradition,
played host to not only Venerable Korlings getting back together and catching up but welcomed all
others with open arms. The below photos represent a sampling of the fun and camaraderie enjoyed
that evening.

LEFT (I-r) Jin Baek, Brian Gross, Shawn and
Shel Enokawa at MiMi Call focus on the
camera. (Selfie provided by Jin Baek.) BELOW (I-
r): John and Libby Barnett Evans chat with
Rick Brumm.
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RIGHT (l-r): Jim Kinney, Mike
Donovan, Eddie Warfield, Ken
Schnarrenberger and Kevin Toohey.

LEFT (I-r): Red Lloyd (in star-spangled attire),
Tom Williams, Shawn and Shel Enokawa
speaking with Brian Gross across the table
where John Garrahan smiles placidly.

LEFT (I-r): Verne Roose and Tom Davis discussing how
many angles Vern is able to simulate with his left hand while
being photo bombed by an unknown photographer.
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BELOW (left): Mike Donovan and Tom Davis. Wonder how Mike is on fixing golf swings? BELOW
(right): Tom Williams (center) with a masked John Garahan and a hirsute Red Lloyd.

EXECSUM: MIMI Call 2025
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FTVA VIGILANT PARTNERS

POC: Karen “Bam!” Rolirad
roliradlopez.karen@gmail.com

We want to extend our heartfelt thanks to each and every one of you who has contributed to the
Vigilant Partner program this year. Your generous support is the lifeblood of our organization, and
it enables us to make a meaningful impact. There’s still an opportunity for you to create change for
our Airmen, the Remembrance Ceremony, Golf Tournament, and the Hall of Honor. To date, VP
has collected over $6,000 and will continue to welcome new partners until 15 October 2025.

After each year’s ceremony, we proudly showcase the names of our new partners, and we are excited
to honor both fresh faces and our longstanding supporters as we continue to strengthen the 16 AF
Alumni Association.

The power of generosity cannot be overstated. Every year, we seek passionate individuals who are
committed to making a lasting difference in the lives of today’s Airmen in 16 AF and paying tribute
to those whose legacies inspire us. With your support, we have the potential to double the number
of Vigilant Partners next year and to expand our alumni network even further.

This community should reflect not only the valor of our past Airmen but also those who are at the
forefront of innovation in Cybersecurity, Intelligence, Surveillance and Reconnaissance, and
Command and Control. As our newest Airmen graduate from the 16 Air Force, we will invite them
to join the FTVA and the Vigilant Partner program.

This mission requires collective action, and | encourage all current FTVA members to step forward
and lead this vital effort. Together, we can make an extraordinary difference! Become a Vigilant
Partner and help continue to grow our legacy.

Partner Levels

Platinum Partner - $2,500 and up
Gold Partner - $ 1,000.00 — $2,499.99
Silver Partner - $ 500.00 — $999.99
Bronze Partner - $ 250.00 — $499.99
Patron Partner - $ 100.00 — $249.99

Benefits
Special invitations to Association events.
By-name listing posted at FTVA events and in the Association newsletter.
Invitation to command events sponsored by Vigilant Partners.
Honorary membership in Freedom Through Vigilance Association.

Receive Association newsletters and membership.
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continue the FTVVA mission.

PLATINUM PARTNERS

Engrave-Tech and Graphics
(Jen and Lee Anthony)

GOLD PARTNERS

Security Services Federal Credit Union
Anthony F. Jensen

SILVER PARTNERS

City of San Antonio
(Military and Veteran Directorate)
Bexar County
(Military and Veteran Service Center)
Centurian Military Alliance

BRONZE PARTNERS

Andy Smith
Greg Radabaugh
Bill Brockmiller
Ted and Shari Colquhoun
Joseph Figueroa

PATRON PARTNERS

Randolph/Brooks Federal Credit Union
John “Tilly” Toillion
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FALLEN EAGLES

Compiled by Joe Figueroa, Associate Editor
Contact: falleneagles@ftva.us

Received word of the following losses from caring relatives, friends and obituaries

and we offer prayers and sympathy to the families.

“It is the soldier above all others who prays for peace, for it is the soldier who must
suffer and bear the deepest wounds and scars of war.” Douglas MacArthur

Askin, John E., MSgt (ret), USAFSS

Atwood, Thomas Dean, USAFSS

Bartemy, David H., USAFSS

Bay, David W., USAFSS

Beasley, Don Arwood, CMSgt (ret), USAFSS

Brown, Terrence Lamar, MSgt (ret), Electronic Security Command
Byars, Henry Whitfield, Major (ret), USAFSS

Carpenter, Gary Keith, MSgt (ret), USAFSS

Coffey, Crystal Blanche, USAFSS

Crispino, John Eugene, SSgt, USAFSS

Cummings, William F., Colonel (ret), USAFSS

Driggers, Milton V., Colonel (ret), USAFSS

Drzewiecki, Jerome "Jerry" N., USAFSS

Elliott, Robert John Ernest, SMSgt (ret), USAFSS

Foote, Wesley Allan, TSgt, Electronic Security Command
Frass, Charles N., USAFSS

Glasser, Cynthia Lippard, MSgt (ret), Electronic Security Command
Goetsch, Jerry, SSgt, USAFSS

Gunn, Michael Roy, Sgt, USAFSS

Hill, Christopher James, Electronic Security Command
Hilligoss, Donald Martin "Don", USAFSS

Hodges, Michael Lynn, Electronic Security Command
Holmes, John Gayle, USAFSS

Lien, Harold Duane, A1C, USAFSS
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Jankowski, David, USAFSS

Jenkins, Larry Thomas, CMSgt (ret), USAFSS

Keating, Robert Wesley "Bob", Captain (ret), USAFSS

Kwiatkowski, Theodore Joseph, USAFSS

McDaniel, James Carroll, SMSqgt (ret), USAFSS ***FTVA Member

Minihan, Kenneth Allen, Lt Gen, Air Force Intelligence Command
***ETVA Hall of Honor ***FTVA Member

Miller David E., Sgt, USAFSS

Mini, John Vincent, A2C, USAFSS

Moore, Thomas Eugene, USAFSS

Neighbors, H. Larry, MSgt (ret), USAFSS

Neild, John S. "Pat"” Jr., 1Lt, USAFSS

Pickell, Bertram, CMSgt (ret), USAFSS

Pitcock, Gordon Terrell “Terry”, USAFSS

Pledger, Malcolm Ray, USAFSS

Power, William Stanley “Stan”, USAFSS

Richardson, Roger Glynn, USAFSS

Ruth, Philip Lee, USAFSS

Sanderson, Earl B. "Chick", A3C, USAFSS

Schmidt, James Edward, USAFSS

Shimek, William J., USAFSS

Singleton, Leonard John Jr., MSgt (ret), USAFSS

Sneed, Charles, D., Capt, USAFSS

Swanson, Charles Richard, SMSgt (ret), USAFSS ***FTVA Member

Sparrow, George Thomas, MSgt (ret), USAFSS ***FTVA Member

Szyperski, Raymond Henry, MSgt (ret), USAFSS ***FTVA Member

Vogler, David Lee Sr., TSgt (ret), USAFSS

Young, Robert O., USAFSS

60




Remain In Touch December 2025

Askin, John E., MSgt (ret), 94, passed away on October 9, 2025. He retired
from the Air Force Security Service (USAFSS) with 26 years of service. He
went on and retired from the Cryptologic Systems Group after a 20-year Federal
Civil Service career. He was preceded in death by his loving wife of 46 years,
Bernice, his stepdaughter Beverly Foreman, and his brother, Ronald J. Askin.
He is survived by his sister Mary E. Phillips, nieces and nephews. //Mission
Parks Funeral Chapel South//

k*khkkkkkkkkkhkkkkkkkhkkkkkkkkkkkkkhkkkkkkkhkkhkkhkkhkkhkkkkkkkkkkkkkkkkkkkkkkkkkkkkkkkkkkikkikkikkkkkk

Atwood, Thomas Dean, 67, passed away September 17, 2025. He graduated
high school in 1976 and proudly served four years in the USAF as a Russian
linguist. While stationed at the Defense Language Institute, he met the love of
his life Suzanne. They married in 1978. After his military service, Tom earned
degrees in electrical engineering, to include a Ph.D. from the University of New
Mexico (UNM). He spent nearly 30 years with Sandia National Laboratories,
becoming one of its Chief Scientists. He conducted and directed research on the
Particle Beam Fusion Accelerator, nuclear detection, remote sensing, and radar
and communications technologies - all vital for national security. After retiring
from Sandia National Laboratories, Tom officially became a “rocket scientist”
as the Technical Director for the Operationally Responsive Space Office, where he oversaw multiple
satellite and rocket launches for the Air Force. Tom is survived by his wife of 47 years, Suzanne
Atwood; daughters, Jessica and Grace (Dorothe Santistevan) Atwood. //Obit — Gunderson Lodi
Funeral and Cremation Care//

KEAIAIAAAAEAEAIIAAAEIAAIAAAAEAAIAAAAEAAIAAAAEAAIAAAAIAAAAhkkhkkhkrhhkhkkhkkhkhihkhkhkhkkhkkhkhkhkhkhkkhkkhkhkhkikkhkhkhkhhhkikikikikikikx

Bartemy, David H. 82, passed away July 7, 2025. He joined the USAF as a
Morse code interceptor, stationed in Okinawa, Japan, during the war. After the
war, his uncle (Sam) brought him to Tinker Air Force Base where he met
Jeanette Barbee. They married and had two daughters, Rochelle (Cheli) and
Heather He worked as a Civilian Engineer at Tinker Air Force Base and retired
with over 31 years of service, specializing in the B-52 and B-1 bombers. He is
survived by his wife, Sylvia Bartemy; his daughters, Rochelle (Bryan) Porter
and Heather (Matt) Cobb; stepsons, Thomas (Patti) Gibson and Travis Gibson.
//Obit — Resthaven Funeral Home//

Dave and | served in the Air Force Security Service as Morse Code Intercept Operators during the
Vietnam era, but at different overseas locations. We met while at Keller Williams Realty and
discovered our military connection. For every year since | have called Dave every Veteran’s Day to
thank him for his service. | will miss that call this year. God Bless his service to our country! One of
my heroes! //Phil Kalivoda//
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Bay, David Weldon, 77, passed away September 18, 2025. In 1968, David met
his college sweetheart and best friend, Anita Lynn Craig. They were married
on July 23, 1971, in La Marque, Texas. Mr. Bay joined the Air Force on
September. 1, 1971. He studied Russian at the Presidio in Monterey, California,
where he trained as a linguist. During his time in the service, he was stationed
in Sinop, Turkey, for a year. The last two years of his service, he was assigned
to Fort Meade, Maryland, where he worked at the National Security Agency.
Survivors include his wife of 54 years, Lynn Bay. His son, Alexander Weldon
Bay and his daughter, Amy Lynn Bay. //Obit — Killeen Daily Herald//

*hkkhkkhkkhkkhkkhkkkkhkkhkkhkkkkkhkkhkkhkkhkkkkhkkhkkhkkhkkkkhkkhkkhkkhkkkkhkkhkhkkhkhkhkhkhkhkkhkkhkkhkkhkkhkkhkkhkkhkkhkkhkkhkkhkkhkkkhkkhkkhkkhkkhkhkkhkhkhkkhkhkhkhkhkkhkikkikikkikkikkkx

Beasley, Don Arwood, CMSgt (ret), 86, passed away September 6, 2025.
In 1956, he joined the United States Air Force as a Russian linguist, later
finding his true calling in Pararescue. A veteran of Vietnam, he saved
countless lives and was awarded the Distinguished Flying Cross and
numerous other honors. He lived by the Pararescue motto: “That Others May
Live.”

Over his distinguished 31-year Air Force career, Don completed more than
500 parachute jumps, logged over 10,000 flying hours, and carried out
countless sea and land rescues. He supported the first helicopter flight
around the world by providing rescue capability for the crew and played a
vital role in the U.S. space program, developing the Pararescue method of attaching flotation collars
to the Apollo and Gemini spacecrafts. For his leadership, innovation, and service, he received the
esteemed Gathering of Eagles Award. Don is survived by his loving wife Mitzi Beasley; children
Lisa (Mike), Robyn (Andres), and Patrick (Kelly). //Obit — Hill Crest Memorial Funeral Home//

k,khkkkkkkkhkkkhkkkkhkkkhkkkkkkkhkkhkkkkkkhkkkkkkkhkkkhkkhkkhkkkkkkkkhkkkkkkkhkkkkkkkkkkkkkkkkkkkkkikkikkikkikkkkkk

Brown, Terrence Lamar, MSgt (ret), 71, passed away October 7, 2024.
Terry joined the Unites States Air Force in June 1972, where he spent the
next 23 years honorably serving within the Electronic Security Command,
and retiring in June of 1995 as a Master Sergeant. Terry is survived by his
two sisters, Cheryl (John) Gex of Henderson, N.V. and Kathryn (Sam) Fox
of Chesapeake, V.A.; his brother, Harry (Donna) Brown of McGahey Ville,
V.A. //Obit - Trahan Family Funeral Home//

| was stationed with Terry in Italy. Condolences to Terry's family and
friends, and may he rest in peace. //Chris Messner//

It’s with a sad heart that | morn the unexpected loss of my friend MSgt (Ret) Terrance Brown. Terry
was a 23-year USAFSS/ESC Veteran serving as a X2 Printer System Supervisor. | met him towards
the end of his ESC career when we were both stationed at San Vito AS Italy (89-91). During this
time, we became close friends with Terry and Sandy spent lots of off duty time with my family. Rest

in peace my dear friend. //Ken Barkey//
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Byars, Henry Whitfield, Major (ret), 88, passed away September 16,
2025. Hank enlisted in the USAF. obtained a Chinese Linguist
certification through Yale University, and majored in Aeronautical
Engineering at the Georgia Institute of Technology. Hank then received
his commission in the Air Force as an aviation maintenance officer and
went on to manage both B-52 and B-1B bomber fleets under the Strategic
Air Command. After retirement, he then went to work for Boeing in
aviation maintenance and logistics, primarily assisting with aerial
refueling platforms, Boeing’s light helicopter program, and development
of the 777 aircraft. A proud veteran, Hank served 24 years in the Air
Force, attaining the rank of Major before retirement. He served in Vietnam and earned numerous
service awards including Meritorious Service Medal with two Oak Leaf Clusters, Joint Service
Commendation Medal, National Defense Service Medal, Vietnam Service Medal, Air Force
Longevity Service Award with five Oak leaf Clusters, Small Arms Expert Marksmanship Ribbon,
and a Republic of Vietnam Campaign Medal. He is survived by his wife, Jacquelyn Byars, his son
Brent Byars (Kathryn). //Obit — Neptune Society//

Hank and | were in the same Chinese class at Yale. Our class was split up into 8- and 12-month
groups, with Hank and I falling into the 8-month group. When one of the 12-month group volunteered
out, Hank and I, with identical GPAs, shared that slot and graduated with the 12-month group. Later
in Tech School and Texas, we were in the same class where we finished first and second and given
our choice of assignments. We both chose Japan and the rest of the class was sent to Korea. We
worked together in Japan. He was one of the good ones. //John Carlson//

k,khkkkkkkkkkhkkkkkkkhkkkkkkkhkkhkkkkkkhkkkkkkkhkkhkkikkhkkhkkkkkkkkhkkkkkkkhkkkkkkkhkkkkkkkkkkkkkkkikkikkikkkkkkk

Carpenter, Gary Keith, MSgt (ret), 78, passed away September 10, 2025.
Gary's commitment to his country was evident through his 20 years of
honorable service in the United States Air Force, where he attained the rank
of Master Sergeant (Ret).

Though Gary has departed from this earthly realm, the imprints of his
laughter, wisdom, and unwavering faith remain with all who had the privilege
of knowing him. As we bid farewell to Gary Carpenter, we do so with the
assurance that he is now in the loving embrace of our Lord, leaving behind a
legacy of love and service that will never be forgotten.

A visitation will take place at 5:00 p.m., on Wednesday, September 17, //Obit - Porter Loring
Mortuary West//

Gary was part of the original MD Combat Apple corps at 6990th, Kadena AB, Okinawa. I first met
him when | got to the 90th from my tour in Vietnam at the 6994th flying EC-47 missions. Gary was
a seasoned MD TAC op and took me under his wing, training me to be a 7-op, the MD TAC position
on the RC-135M birds. We were both SSgts at the time, but | was much older than Gary with much
more service time. Still he did not let that influence him at all during my training. He was an excellent
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trainer who got me up to speed, certified, and eventually a Cat IV MD lead TAC op. | was still at the
90th when Gary returned from intermediate Viet language school and fit right back into the mission.
| left 90th in late Sep '72 and never saw him again until many years later at a Fall of Saigon Party
(FOSP) reunion in San Angelo back around 2010 or 2011. I don't recall, but he may have been at
our FOSP reunion in Key West in 2015. Had not seen him since then. He did spend his entire career
in USAFSS/ESC. He retired as a MSgt, residing in San Antonio. //William J. White//

*khkkhkkhkkhkkkkkkhkkhkkhkkkkkhkkhkkkkkkhkkhkkkkkkhkkhkkhkkkkkhkkhkkhkkhkhkkhkkhkkhkkhkkkkhkkhkkhkkhkkkkhkkhkkhkkhkkkhkkhkkhkhkkkkhkkhkkhkkhkkkhkkhkhkhkikikikikikk

Coffey, Crystal Blanche, 90, passed away August 20, 2025. In 1955 she
began employment with the USAF Security Service and served for 10
years in positions in the AFSCC and 6960th Security Squadron. She is
survived by her beloved sons Michael and Douglas Duross (Jennifer).
//Obit - Mission Park Funeral Chapels North//
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Crispino, John Eugene, SSgt, 89, passed away April 27, 2025. He joined the
United States Air Force in 1954 and served in Security Services as a morse
and radio Intercept Operator and a pitcher for the Air Force Baseball Team
until 1962. He is survived by his wife, Lillian and six sons: John (Karen), Cary,
Michael, Tracy (Trina), Todd (Deneen) and Scott. Grandchildren Johnathan
(Amber), Danielle, Terry (Rachel), Avery, Aubrey, Patrick, Erin (Kevin) and
Charlee. //Obit — Remember Obits//

To Lillian, my old Highwood friend - please accept my condolences on the
death of John. While he and I never met, we shared a military commitment of
both serving in the US Air Force and the USAF Security Service. | would have
loved to have sat down and chatted with you about Security Service - or - as the motto was inscribed:
Freedom Through Vigilance. Fly high airman - RIP. //Richard Patrick Sr.//
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Cummings, William F., Colonel (ret), 89, passed away July 18, 2025. He
earned a bachelor's degree in economics from Duke University in 1955, where
he also received his commission into the United States Air Force. In 1953, Bill
married his high school sweetheart, Louise "Pat" Clark.

Col. Cummings' early Air Force career included roles as a T-33 and T-38 flight
instructor. In 1964, he transferred to the Tactical Air Command and flew F-
100s in Europe. Upon returning to the U.S. in 1967, he transitioned to the F-4
Phantom and served as an instructor pilot. In 1969, he deployed to Southeast
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Asia for a 12-month tour with the 497th Tactical Fighter Squadron in Thailand, where he flew 187
combat missions with courage and distinction. Throughout his distinguished career, Col. Cummings
held numerous leadership roles. In 1973, he was assigned to Headquarters Tactical Air Command.
From 1975 to 1977, he served as Squadron Commander of the 58th Tactical Fighter Squadron at
Eglin AFB, Florida. He later served as Assistant Deputy Chief of Staff for Personnel at the U.S.
Security Service, Kelly AFB, Texas, and he retired in 1986 as Chief of Staff of the Electronic
Security Command. A command pilot with over 5,500 flying hours, Col. Cummings exemplified
dedication, bravery, and excellence. He is survived by his children: John (Christopher) Cummings
(Debbie), Linda Thomason (Tommy), Victoria McCulloch (Keith), Kathleen Fitzsimmons (Tom),
and Carolyn Kiourkas (Nick). //Obit - Mission Park Funeral Chapels North//

Bill was a mentor and friend. We served together in the USAFSS and Electronic Security Command
(ESC). A humble man but an extraordinary leader and pilot. We will miss his humor and devotion
to God and country. //Bob Andress (Col Ret)//
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Driggers, Milton Vernon, Colonel (ret), 87, passed away October 4,
2025. Affectionately known as G-Daddy, Scrap, and Milt, attended the
United States Naval Academy and went on to earn a B.S.E.E. from the Air
Force Institute of Technology and an M.B.A. from Auburn University. His
distinguished 32-year career in the United States Air Force was marked by
courage, dedication, and excellence. He flew more than 100 missions over
Hanoi, Vietnam, in an unarmed aircraft, and 450 peacetime collection
missions across Europe and the Far East. Among his many honors were the
Distinguished Flying Cross, the Legion of Merit, and the Association of
Old Crows Life Achievement Award. He also served as Commander of the
6990th Electronic Security Group and completed numerous advanced courses including the USAF
Air War College and the NSA Senior Cryptologic Course. Beyond his military achievements,
Milton's greatest pride and joy was his family. He is survived by his devoted wife of 60 years, Rita
Kay Driggers; his children Delaina (Bill) Harrison, David (Holly) Driggers, and Diana (Catherine)
Driggers; his grandchildren Madeline, Ainslee, and Aubrey Harrison; Elizabeth and lan Driggers;
Joseph, Kristine, Nicholas, and Jonathan Driggers-Gogin; and great-grandchildren Ashlynn and
Arius. //Obit — San Antonio Express News//
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Drzewiecki, Jerome ""Jerry" N., 80, passed away July 15, 2025. In the
vast expanse of eternity, Jerome shall find rest, cradled in the arms of
everlasting peace. And as we bid Jerome farewell, his loved ones carry with
them the precious gift of his memory, a beacon of hope guiding them
through the shadows of sorrow towards the light of a new dawn. Per Jerry's
request, no services will be held.

I will miss you old friend, and | am remembering fondly those days when
we served together as Russian Linguists on Baker Flight, 6950th Security
Wing/Group, RAF Chicksands, England. You were my best friend in those days, and of my wife to
be. Then, as newly young sergeants, we continued our service together at 6932nd Security Group,
Samsun Air Station, Samsun, Turkey, 1967-1968. | was on Charlie Flight and you on Dog Flight in
those days, now so long ago. You were a man of constant good cheer and positivity in difficult times.
My best to you, goodbye for the interim, God be with you. Adieu. //Sgt. D. Skip Kimbrow, USAFSS//
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Elliott, Robert John Ernest, SMSgt (ret), 81, passed away November 10,
2025. A proud alumnus of Maryland University, Bob earned his associate’s
degree which propelled him into a distinguished 26-year career in the United
States Air Force. His commitment to his country did not cease with his
military service; he continued to serve through government contracting with
esteemed organizations such as BTAC, SAIC, and Leidos. His dedication
was not just a profession but a call to duty, which he answered with honor
and integrity. He shared 81 remarkable years with us, and his legacy is one
of unwavering faith, laughter, and an abiding love for his family. Bob
(Macklin) was the cherished husband of Sharon Elliott, the beloved father
of Tonya (husband Bill) De An, Michelle, and Bobby. //Obit — Castle Ridge Mortuary//
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Foote, Wesley Allan, TSgt, 60, passed away June 3, 2025. After graduating
high school in 1983, Wesley went straight into the U.S. Air Force, completing
boot camp in San Antonio, Texas at Lackland Air Force Base. He was later
stationed at Keesler Air Force Base in Biloxi, Mississippi, and then at Misawa
Air Force Base in Misawa, Japan, where he served for three years as a Morse
Code Intercept Operator. He eventually returned to Lackland as a Military
Training Instructor in 1988. It was during this time in San Antonio that
Wesley met his wife, Diane. In 1994, Wesley graduated from the San Antonio
Police Department Training Academy and earned his pilot's license in 1997.
He flew with the Blue Eagle helicopter unit for the SAPD from 1998 to 2004.
He continued his flying career as a helicopter pilot for offshore oil companies, Rotorcraft and
Chevron until January 2021, shortly after receiving his glioblastoma diagnosis. Wesley continued
his commitment to the military by serving in the National Guard in 2022. He is survived by his loving
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wife, Diane Foote; his mother, Barbara Foote-Micaletti (husband Joe Micaletti); his brother, Kelly
Foote (wife, Denise Foote); daughter Nichole Harmon (husband, David Harmon); son, Dylan
Livingston (wife Kara Livingston); daughter, Ashley Featherston (husband, Ryan Featherston);
daughter, Kristin Chawdhary (husband, Omar Chawdhary); daughter, Alyssa Charbonneau
(husband, Luke Charbonneau); and daughter, Alexandra Camstra (husband, Marco Camstra). //Obit
- Birdsong Cremations//
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Frass, Charles N., 79, passed September 29, 2025. He served in the U.S.
Air Force for 4 years, spending time in Italy and Germany, a memory he
brought up many times during these past few months. When not oversees,
he completed the Basic Russian Program at Syracuse University, speaking
Russian up until the end.

He worked for Niagara Mohawk for 34 years and the New York Power
Authority for over 2 years until he retired to care for his wife. During this
time, he also served in the New York Air National Guard for three years.
Surviving is daughter, Kari Dalton. //Obit — The Post Standard//

Charlie served in Brindisi from 1966 to 1968. //USAFSS Facebook Site//

*hkkhkkhkkhkkhkkhkkhkkhkkhkkhkkhkkhkkhkkhkkhkkhkkhkkhkkhkkhkkhkkhkkhkkhkkhkkhkkhkkhkkhkkhkkhkkhkkhkkhkkhkkhkkhkkhkkhkkhkkhkkhkkhkkhkkhkkhkkhkkhkkhkkhkkhkhkkhkkhkkhkkhkkhkhkhkkhkkhkhkkhkhkkhkhkkhkhkkkhkikkikikikix

Glasser, Cynthia Lippard, MSgt (ret), 57, passed away September 2,
2025. Cynthia proudly served her country for 22 years in the United States
Air Force as a Linguist, exemplifying strength, intelligence, and dedication
throughout her service. Cynthia is survived by her husband, Anthony
Badalamenti; son, James Patrick Glasser. //Obit — Atchley Funeral Home//
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Goetsch, Jerry, SSgt, 79, passed away July 30 just two days shy of his 80th
birthday. Staff Sergeant Goetsch was trained as a Russian linguist trained
in Indiana, Illinois, and New York. Jerry was stationed in Japan, Turkey,
and (West) Germany during his eight years in the service as an intelligence
specialist. In Germany, daughter Tanya and son Erik were born. Jerry is
survived by wife Roberta; sister Judy (Doyle) Byford; children Tanya
(Darren), Erik, Sarah (Brian), and Anna (Louis). //Obit — The Register
Guard//
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Gunn, Michael Roy, Sgt, 78, passed away July 31, 2025, just two days shy
of his 79th birthday. Most knew him as Mike, but to those closest to him, he
was Dad or Paw Paw. He enlisted in the USAF and served as a radio operator
in USAFSS from 1964 to 1968. He was stationed in the Philippines as an
intercept operator. In 1972, Mike returned to military service enlisting in the
United States Navy and served until 1975. He was stationed in Corpus
Christi, Texas. //Obit — New Hope Funeral Home//
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Hill, Christopher James, 55, passed away September 4, 2025. Chris proudly
served in the United States Air Force from 1990 to 1995, including active
duty during Operation Desert Shield, where he was a earned several
achievement metals as a crypto linguist. His service to his country was a
source of great pride to both him and his family. During this time, he was able
to travel to many counties and see the world. He is survived by his parents
Kathy and Robert Rolen, sister Jennifer Payne (Nicholas Payne). //Obit —
Cullen Funeral Home//
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Hilligoss, Donald Martin ""Don", 81, passed away September 25, 2025.
From 1962 to 1966, he proudly served his country as a Radio Intercept
Analyst with the United States Air Force Security Service, stationed in
Frankfurt, Germany. //Obit — Byles Memorial Home New London//
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Hodges, Michael Lynn, 57, passed away September 24, 2025. Michael
served in the US Air Force as a linguist and additionally served in the US
Army National Guard serving in transportation in the Iraq and Afghanistan
Wars. He loved languages, vocabulary, stories, writing and was an avid reader.
He loved to make you think and offer different perspectives on various topics.
Michael leaves to cherish his memory his loving wife of 20 years, Kristin
Hodges. //Obit — Newcomer Cremations Funeral//

Hodges (as | always knew him) was my first roommate out of basic training
at DLI. Took me almost 2 months to call BS that he didn't ever own a pair of

shoes, he had a crazy sense of humor. | remember his "l want to look like Wolverine" phase :). He
was a very thoughtful person, would do anything for you and I'm sad we drifted apart, | miss my old
roommate. | hope to see you again my friend!! //Rick Harriman//
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Holmes, John Gayle, 75, passed away August 14, 2025. He enlisted in the
USAF. Following Basic training, John's linguistic talents led him to be
selected to attend the prestigious Defense Languages Institute at the Presidio
in Monterey, California. Upon graduating from intensive instruction in
Mandarin Chinese, John flew on several missions. He translated, in real time,
messages and intelligence. His actions and training led to his being awarded
the Air Medal. John was injured during a raid on the airbase where he was
serving, sustaining a life-long disability. //Obit — Newcomer Cremations
Funeral//
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Lien, Harold Duane, A1C, 80, passed away July 29, 2025. Harold was a
long-time US Air Force veteran, assigned as a Bulgarian linguist for the
National Security Agency. He also worked as a line-splicer in the
telecommunications industry after his discharge. //Obit — Haut Funeral
Home//
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Jankowski, David, 80, passed away June 15, 2025. He graduated from
Millikan High School in Long Beach and entered the United States Air Force.
He was trained as a Polish linguist at Syracuse University where he met his
future wife, Holly. The couple moved to Darmstadt Germany where he
completed his Air Force duty. //Obit — Times of Wayne County//
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Jenkins, Larry Thomas, CMSgt (ret), 79, passed away August 8, 2025.
After graduating from Greeneville High School in 1964, Larry joined the
United States Air Force and retired after 25 years with a rank of Chief Master
Sergeant (E9). During his service he was assigned to posts all over the world
including Korea, Thailand, England, Alaska and others. He was fluent in
Russian due to his assignment with the NSA as a cryptologic linguist specialist
and he spoke other languages. Larry is survived by his brother Richard Jenkins
and his niece Tonya Henke, both living in Knoxville, his Aunt Betty Jenkins
of Greeneville, and daughter Lara Johnson. //Obit — Jeffers Funeral//

Larry devoted 25+ years of his life in the Air Force serving our country,
enlisted during the Vietnam war. After retiring, he devoted another 25+ years with his wife Brenda
rescuing and rehoming dogs, eventually running the East TN Sheltie Rescue. //Tonya Jenkins-
Henke//
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Keating, Robert Wesley ""Bob"", Captain (ret), 77, passed away October 10,
2025. He enlisted in the US Air Force in 1968. He met his first wife, Pok Im
"Choe" Keating, while stationed in Korea at Osan Air Base. The couple
married in 1973 and welcomed their daughter, Kim, later that year in San
Angelo. Their son, Bobby, was born in 1975 at Kadena Air Base, Okinawa,
Japan. The family traveled between Okinawa, Texas, and Alaska over the
course of Bob's 25-year career, settling in San Angelo Texas following
retirement in 1994. After Choe's passing in 1994, Bob remarried in 2004
finding love again with Lorrie Keating. The two shared a happy life traveling
the states, especially between their two homes in San Angelo, and Halls,
Tennessee. Bob enjoyed spending time with his stepson, Jeremy Burch. In addition to his immediate
family, Bob leaves behind extensive Air Force and military friendships with his Skivvy Nine family.
He is survived by his wife, Lorrie Keating; daughter, Kim and her wife Bethany; his son, Bobby;
son, Jeremy. //Obit — Robert Massie Funeral Home//
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Kwiatkowski, Theodore Joseph, 86, passed away August 19, 2025. Ted, aka
Ski by many of his friends, studied Chinese (Mandarin) at Yale University.
He was a proud military veteran, serving in the United States Air Force from
1957-1960. Ted specifically served with the 6927 Radio Squadron as a
Chinese Linguist in Okinawa, Japan. His professional career involved
computer analytics and system programming. Ted is survived by his loving
wife, Catherine Kwiatkowski; 2 beloved children, Jeffrey Kwiatkowski and
wife Deborah of East Syracuse, NY, Jennifer Falcone and husband Michael
of Stevensville, MD. //Obit — Fellows, Helfenbein and Newnam Funeral
Home//
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McDaniel, James Carroll, SMSgt (ret), 83, passed away September 26, 2025.
Jim retired from the United States Air Force in 1984 at the rank of Senior Master
Sergeant. In addition to his wife he is survived by his children, James D.
McDaniel (Pamela) of Bridgeport, W. Va and Donald E. McDaniel of Nutter
Fort, W. Va; 5 stepchildren, Dawn Darr (Pat) of Reedville, VA, David Faust
(Tammy) of Odenton, MD, Tammy Potter of Midland, VA, Barbara Garrison
(Joel) of Edgewater, MD and Sean Faust of Odenton, MD. //Obit — Parsell
Funeral Home//

| wanted to let you know my father; SMSgt James McDaniel passed away 26 Sept
25. He served in Security Services from 1960-1984. //Jim McDaniel//

Jim served in Wakannai, Japan 1965-66. //USAFSS Facebook Site//
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Miller David E., Sgt, 81, passed away September 27, 2025. David enlisted in
the Air Force in May 1965. He served in Okinawa, attained the rank of Sgt.
and was transferred to Vietnam in 1968. There he served as an aircrew member
on the C47 "Goonie Bird" planes as a Radio Intercept Operator. He was
awarded the Distinguished Flying Cross in 1969 after his excellent
reconnaissance effort during a mission. After 125 missions in Vietnam, he left
the service and returned home to Louisiana. David married Carolyn Outzs in
1971. They moved to Texas and soon had 2 children, David Scott and Jenny
Sue. Carolyn passed from this life in April 2006 which was a devastating loss
to his family. But God saw fit to bring Paula Carl Cowee into David's life, and

they married in Jasper, TX. David was preceded in death by his wife of 35 years Carolyn Outzs
Miller; father and mother, Thomas and Lois Miller. David is survived by his wife, Paula Cowee
Miller; children, Scott (Laura) Miller and Jenny Miller Harvey (Darrell), David Cowee (Sheila) and
Tony Cowee Irwin (Dale). //Obit - Cason Monk-Metcalf Funeral Home//

David “Moose” Miller served in the 6994th at Det 2, Pleiku, Vietham. //USAFSS Facebook Site//
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Mini, John Vincent Jr., A2C, 86, passed away October 16, 2025. He enlisted in
the United States Air Force as an Airman Second Class in 1957, serving in the
Air Force Security Service and Intercept Radio Services. He was stationed on the
Greek island of Crete, where he worked in the Crypto Lab Research division. In
1959, John married the love of his life, Linda (Keefe), and they settled in
Weymouth, Massachusetts. He worked for the United States Post Office and the
Naval Shipyard, where he contributed to the restoration of the historic USS
Constitution. He leaves behind a loving family: his five children - John (Mary)
Mini of Massachusetts; Lisa (Steve) Johnson; Rick (Nancy) Mini; Patty (Tim)
Rice; and Adam (Michelle) Mini-all of New Hampshire. //Obit — Wilkinson-
Beane-Simoneau-Paquette Funeral Home//
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Lieutenant General Kenneth A. Minihan, 81, passed away November 1,
2025. United States Air Force, a Texas-born son of a World War Il bomber
pilot and longtime Florida resident who rose to lead both the Defense
Intelligence Agency and the National Security Agency and later helped build
America's modern cyber capabilities from the private sector. Born in Pampa,
TX, on December 31, 1943, Ken was the oldest of four boys in a military
family. His father, Colonel Charles "Chuck™ Minihan, flew B-26 bombers in
World War 11, and the family moved from base to base across the country
before settling for a time in Fort Walton Beach, FL. There, at
Choctawhatchee High School, Ken was Key Club president, excelled on the
football field as an all-conference team captain, and became an expert water-skier known for skill,
athleticism, and confidence. He continued that momentum at Florida State University. He studied
political science, joined Phi Kappa Psi, and was elected president of his fraternity and president of
the Interfraternity Council. In Air Force ROTC he rose to Cadet Colonel and Wing Commander,
graduating as a Distinguished Graduate, then commissioning as an Air Force intelligence officer in
1966.

His first major assignments took him to Southeast Asia during the Vietnam War. As an intelligence
officer supporting air operations, he saw firsthand the cost of conflict, the speed at which
commanders needed information, and the extraordinary impact intelligence could have when it was
operationalized correctly. Those experiences ignited a lifetime devoted to intelligence, emerging
technology, and national defense.

Over the next three decades, General Minihan served in and then led some of the nation's most
pivotal intelligence organizations. His assignments included senior positions at Tactical Air
Command, the Electronic Security Command, the Air Force Intelligence Command, and the Air
Intelligence Agency. He also served in key leadership roles at the Pentagon and ultimately became
the Air Force's Assistant Chief of Staff for Intelligence.
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In 1995 he was appointed Director of the Defense Intelligence Agency during the tense Balkans era
marked by NATO operations, Dayton negotiations, and evolving intelligence demands. DIA credits
him with strengthening analytic rigor, expanding global collection networks, and sharpening
intelligence support during rapidly unfolding events. In 1996 he became the 14th Director of the
National Security Agency and Chief of the Central Security Service. At NSA he worked to
modernize an institution built for the Cold War, pushing it decisively into the digital era. He
emphasized real-time collaboration across cryptologic, signals intelligence, and emerging cyber
missions. He was among the first to understand and publicly warn that computer network intrusions
and digital terrorism were not distant possibilities but immediate national risks and coined the phrase
"Electronic Pearl Harbor." Many of the changes he championed during his tenure became
foundational to the nation's modern cyber enterprise.

Throughout his career and after, General Minihan received some of the nation's highest honors. He
was awarded the Defense Distinguished Service Medal, the Air Force Distinguished Service Medal,
the Legion of Merit, the Bronze Star, the Defense Meritorious Service Medal, the Meritorious
Service Medal, and the National Intelligence Distinguished Service Medal. His contributions were
recognized with induction into the NSA Cryptologic Hall of Honor and the National Cyber Security
Hall of Fame. He was twice named among Washington's most influential national security leaders
in National Journal's Washington 100 and was featured in George Magazine's Power 50 for his
impact on intelligence and cyber policy. He was also extremely proud to be honored by Florida State
University as a Grads Made Good selectee, a distinction recognizing alumni, faculty, and staff who
have secured their place in the university's history by pushing boundaries and redefining standards
in their fields.

His most prized professional possession was the Order of the Sword. He was honored by enlisted
Airmen with the United States Air Force Order of the Sword, the highest tribute they can bestow
upon a leader. Within Air Force intelligence circles he was widely recognized as a transformational
commander whose leadership helped define the evolution of modern Intelligence, Surveillance and
Reconnaissance and the integration of cyber operations.

After retiring in 1999, he continued serving the nation from the private sector as a Managing Director
at Paladin Capital Group, where he helped identify, develop, and resource next-generation
technologies critical to America's intelligence, cyber, and national security infrastructure. Paladin
credited him with shaping the firm and a generation of national security innovators through his
strategic vision, mentorship, and patriotism, and awarded him the inaugural Beacon of Light
recognition in 2023.Ken was also an avid boater and loved every minute on the water. He was a
member of the Annapolis Yacht Club and the St. Petersburg Yacht Club, finding joy as first mate to
his boat captain and bride, Barb. He was a devoted Florida State Seminoles football fan and a
passionate supporter of the Washington Redskins, cheering both teams with unwavering loyalty.

Later in life, decades after Vietnam, his exposure to Agent Orange revealed itself in the form of

Parkinson's Disease, a war wound that had remained hidden for years. He bore the disease with

steadiness and resolve. He never complained and never surrendered to the struggle.For all of his

achievements, Ken Minihan measured his life most deeply through family. He is survived by his
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wife of 59 years, Barbara, and by his three children and their spouses who loved him dearly: Mike
and Ashley, Tom and Ginny, and Katie and Trevor. His eight grandchildren, Adair, Mikey, Brianna,
Kyle, Marley, Morgan, Keegan, and Tyler, were his greatest joy. He is also survived by his brothers
Tim and his wife, Cynthia, Steve and his wife, Sue, and Chick and his partner, Nancy, all of whom
shared a lifetime of loyalty, laughter, and family unity.In his final hours he held on until his wife,
his children, and a granddaughter could be at his side. When the timing was perfect, he let go like
the gentleman he was, with grace, dignity, and strength. He leaves behind a legacy of strong national
defense, forward-leaning leadership in intelligence and cyber, and devotion to a family who loved
him deeply and were loved deeply in return. He was loyal to his craft, his President, and his country,
and he lived that loyalty every day of his life.

General Minihan will be interred at Arlington National Cemetery, laid to rest beside his parents,
Colonel Chuck and Shirley Minihan, and his grandfather, Brigadier General P. K. Smith. //Obit —
Tampa Bay Times//. Lt Gen Minihan’s bio can be found at https://www.af.mil/About-

Us/Biographies/Display/Article/106229/lieutenant-general-kenneth-a-minihan/

Highlighted assignments:

Commander, Air Force Intelligence Command and director, Joint Electronic Warfare Center, Kelly
Air Force Base, Texas

Commander, Air Intelligence Agency and director, Joint Command and Control Warfare Center,
Kelly Air Force Base, Texas

Assistant chief of staff, intelligence, Headquarters U.S. Air Force, Washington, D.C.
Director, Defense Intelligence Agency, Washington, D.C.

Director, National Security Agency and Central Security Service, Fort George G. Meade, Md.
//Joseph “Pepito” Figueroa//

Lieutenant General Kenneth A. Minihan, a former commander of AFIC and AlA and former director
of the National Security Agency and the Defense Intelligence Agency, passed away, leaving a
significant legacy in military intelligence and national security. He was known for his strategic
vision and mentorship, impacting many during his over three decades of service. //Roy Burnett,
FTVA Member Support message to FTVA Members//

| was saddened to hear of the passing of Lieutenant General Ken Minihan. | worked directly for Ken
in 1982 on the DIRNSA Staff when he was Chief of Q12 as a Lieutenant Colonel. He was the finest
of men and the greatest of Commissioned Officers, leaders, and mentors. His rapid rise from O-5 to
0O-9 represented and demonstrated the unlimited capabilities and potential that he possessed and
through his strategic vision, he served in positions of leadership in which he was so remarkably
successful over his three decades of service to the United States Air Force and the United States of
America. //Joseph F. Mayer, Major, USAF Ret.//

In 2023, Paladin honored Lt. General Minihan with our inaugural Beacon of Light recognition — a
tribute that captured his role as a source of inspiration, guidance, and hope. Ken was a beacon in
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the truest sense, illuminating a path forward that honored both mission and values. His passing
leaves an immeasurable void, but his influence endures in the culture he helped build here at
Paladin, the people he mentored, and the mission he championed. Our firm, and indeed our nation,
stands as testament to his vision and his service. He will be carried forward with the work he inspired
and the lives he touched. //Michael Steed and Mark Maloney//

Another great one. He had vision, got folks engaged, and left them to get it done. We desperately
need his ilk today. //A.J. Harrison//

Very sorry to hear this. | was fortunate to work for Lt Gen Minoan on the Air Staff. He was a strong,
people always leader who made a huge impact on the USAF and the IC. Condolences to his family
and friends. //Al Dowling//

“The enduring security of our Nation would not be possible without the foundation set by those who
came before us. Lt Gen Kenneth Minihan was a cornerstone of that foundation,” LTG Hartman,
Acting Commander, USCYBERCOM, performing the duties of the Director, NSA/Chief, CSS.

https://www.nsa.gov/Press-Room/News-Highlights/Article/Article/4338284/nsa-mourns-the-loss-
of-former-director-lt-gen-kenneth-minihan/

“After the Air Force, Ken continued to serve. His passion for defending the nation endured as he
fueled American innovation and industry, investing in and guiding companies that strengthened
America’s cyber, intelligence, and national security foundations. His life’s mission never changed:
to keep the nation safe, strong, and ready. He was a distinguished member of the Phoenix Society.”
https://www.afio.com/obituaries/2025/11/14/ken-minihan-former-nsa-director/

“Minihan is remembered as a vocal champion of DIA’s mission and supportive of our global
workforce. The Defense Intel Alumni Association honored him in a social media post saying he
always followed his life’s mission: to keep the nation safe, strong and ready.”
https://www.dia.mil/News-Features/Articles/Article-View/Article/4336868/dia-mourns-the-1oss-
of-former-dia-director-lieutenant-general-kenneth-a-minihan/
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Moore, Thomas Eugene, 84, passed away August 19, 2025. He joined the
United States Air Force in 1960 and served in the USAF Security Service on
the island of Crete. His last assignment was in Ellisville, MS. Upon his
honorable discharge in1964, he returned home and joined the Memphis Police
Department. He is survived by his wife Nancy Hunter Moore, daughter Angela
Beth Moore of Arlington, VA, his son Andrew Thomas Moore of Greenville,
SC. //Obit — Delisle Funeral Home//
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Neighbors, H. Larry, MSgt (ret), 85, passed away August 11, 2025. He joined
the USAFSS in 1958, serving in the AFISR (Air Force Intelligence,
Surveillance and Reconnaissance Agency). Larry, his wife and children, lived
around the world during his military career. In addition to devotion to his family
and career, he was involved in community activities, serving alongside Faye as
Directors of the Grass Mountain Teen Club in Taiwan, the Secretary of the
Bowling League, Director of Taiwan Teen Challenge, and many other
community and church volunteer activities. Larry retired as a Master Sergeant
from the USAFSS in 1978 after 20 years of honorable service as a “Silent
Warrior”. He also served a tour of duty in Vietnam. He is survived by his
children, Randy and Rhonda; his daughter-in-law Jody Neighbors, son-in-law Steve McClellan.
//Obit — Striffler-Hamby Mortuary — LaGrange//

For some reason | was thinking of Larry and wondered why | had not seen any posts of his for some
time on the Facebook group for USAFSS. | found this obituary. I’m very sorry for your loss. He was
my supervisor when | was stationed on Crete in Greece. | still have the letter of recommendation he
wrote for me just before | was discharged from the AF. May he rest in forever peace. He was a good
man. //Lance Ward//
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Neild, John S. “Pat” Jr., 1Lt, 95, passed away August 22, 2025. He graduated
from the University of Md. in 1951 with a degree in agriculture and a
commission in the U.S. Air Force. He entered the United States Air Force
Security Service in July 1951 and was stationed in Washington D.C., then San
Antonio, Texas. Resigned from active duty in1953 and was honorably
discharged from the Air Force Reserves in June 1959 as a First Lt. He is
survived by a son Thomas L. Neild, Sr. and wife Lisa of Taylors Islands. //Obit
- Thomas Funeral Home//
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Pickell, Bertram, CMSgt (ret), 71, passed away November 7, 2025. In
August 1973, Bertram enlisted in the United States Air Force as a Morse
Systems Intercept Operator. He completed basic training at Lackland Air
Force Base, San Antonio, Texas. He earned an associate degree from the
Community College of the Air Force in Communications Technology. He
completed all levels of professional military education in residence. While
attending the NCO Leadership School, Chief Pickell garnered the
Commandant’s Distinguished Graduate and Fitness Award. Chief Pickell
had many stateside and overseas assignments during his 30-year career to
include: Kessler AFB, Mississippi; San Vito Air Station, Brindisi, Italy; Shu
Lin Kou Air Station, Republic of China, Taiwan; Misawa Air Base, Japan; 450th Intelligence Group,
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RAF Chicksands, United Kingdom; Clark Air Base, in the Philippines; Kelly AFB. Chief Pickell’s
military awards and decorations include the Meritorious Service Medal with four oak leaf clusters,
the Air Force Commendation Medal with two oak leaf clusters, the Joint Meritorious Unit Award,
the Air Force Outstanding Unit Award with five oak leaf clusters, the Air Force Organizational
Excellence Award with six oak leaf clusters, the Air Force Good Conduct Medal with eight oak leaf
clusters, and the National Defense Service Medal with bronze star. In addition, Chief Pickell received
many other awards. Chief Pickell is survived by his wife the former Sho Fong Pickell of Kaohsiung,
Taiwan. He is also survived by his son Richard (Rebecca) Pickell; daughter Michelle (Steve 1I),
Colonna. //Obit — Mission Park Funeral//

Just heard about Bert's passing; so sad. Bert and | served in Taiwan together many hears ago and |
considered him a dear friend. Talk about someone with a zest for life! He was a passionate and
dedicated man who led by example. Bert has created quite a legacy both in the military and in the
community. | will miss my friend. I'll keep the family in my thoughts and prayers. Rest easy, Airman,
your shift is done. //Ron "JJ" Graham//

| was stationed with Bert at the 6917th, San Vito, Italy. We were fellow COMFY Olympics finalists
in 1985. So sorry to learn of his passing. RIP Bert, and heartfelt condolences to family and friends.
//Chris Messner//

Fellow Ditty-Bopper stationed at Misawa AB 1977-78. Had good times... Glad I got to see you and
talk for a bit a few months ago. RIP my friend!!! //Frank Cuevas//
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Pitcock, Gordon Terrell “Terry”, 86, passed away August 3, 2025. He
enlisted in the USAF and served as a linguist and was stationed in Turkey for
a time, where he monitored and interpreted Russian communications. He was
honorably discharged in 1963. He met Linda Lou (Ross) when she came to
deliver mail to his desk. He asked her out and they were married the following
January 3, 1964. They welcomed three children: Sue Ellen Moffett of San
Antonio, Gordon Terrell Pitcock, Jr., of San Antonio and Corbitt Michael
Pitcock (Melissa) of Wylie, Texas. //Obit — Hillcrest Funeral//
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Pledger, Malcolm Ray, 90, passed away September 1, 2025. He graduated
from High School in 1952. He served in the US Air Force Security Service
in the 29th Radio Squadron, Mobile and was stationed in Manila, Philippines.
After leaving the USAF, he attended Walker College in Jasper where he
studied engineering and played baseball. He continued in the USAF Reserves
until 1960. He is survived by his three children, Michelle Tate (William) of
Penn Valley, PA, Paul Pledger (Autumn), of Birmingham, AL and Mark
Pledger (Cristiana) of Birmingham, AL. //Obit — Jefferson Memorial Funeral
Home and Gardens//
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Power, William Stanley “Stan”, 76, passed away, August 21, 2025. After
attending a year of college at Clemson University, he enlisted in the United
States Air Force and served from 1969 to 1972. He served two tours in Vietnam
as a linguist specialist/interpreter. He spent time in both Danang, Vietnam and
Nakhon Phanom, Thailand, completing over 250 missions and earning 3 Air
Medals with Oak Leaf Clusters and one Distinguished Flying Cross. He survived
by the love of his life, Amy of Mesa, AZ; sons: Jeremy Power of Winston Salem,
NC, Jordan Power and wife May Wu of Redmond, WA and Corey Power of
Scottsdale, AZ. //Obit - Gray Funeral Home//
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Richardson, Roger Glynn, 76, passed away October 3, 2025. Roger served
four years in the United States Air Force Security Service. Roger is survived by
his wife, Ann Richardson; his daughter Shannon (Howard) Chaney of
Richmond, KY and his stepson Anthony (Natalie) Rupard, Traverse City, Ml.
//Obit - Warren F. Toler Funeral Home//
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Ruth, Philip Lee, MSgt (ret), 86, passed away October 21, 2025. He enlisted
in the USAF in 1957, serving 22 years as a Czechoslovakian linguist stationed
in Germany, Texas, Nebraska, Michigan, California and Maryland. After
retiring from the military, he joined the National Security Agency and served
for 18 years. After retiring from NSA, he joined General Dynamics and finally
retired in 2004. He traveled to Austria, Czechoslovakia, Poland, Budapest,
Hungary, Bucharest, Romania, Sofia, Bulgaria, and Spain during his career. He
Is survived by his sister Lula E Ruth Orr and husband Bill, brother James Ruth

and by his daughters Renee Tinney and husband James, Colleen Henry and husband Michael. //Obit
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— Payne Funeral Home//

| served with Phil at Mt Eckstein/6913 ESS and he was a favorite instructor at Goodfellow. //Glenn
Miller//
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Sanderson, Earl B. ""Chick", A3C, 92, passed away June 14, 2025. He joined
the U.S. Air Force and served from 1950-1954, part of which was served in the
USAF Security Service, 5th Air Force, HQ Seoul, Korea. Earl is survived by
his brother, Robert. //Obit - Smith Funeral Home//
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Schmidt, James Edward, 93, passed away August 15, 2025. Known as “Slug”
to many, James enlisted in the Air Force in July 1949 at the age of 17 and went
to basic training at Lackland AFB in San Antonio. He chose the Air Force so
he could attend radio operating school in Kessler, MS. It was hot and humid
there, but no storms while he was there. From 1951-52 he was stationed at the
Sea of Japan working for USAFSS during the Korean Conflict. His job was to
intercept messages. He was discharged and then returned home. He held
numerous jobs including as a prison guard in Leavenworth. He transferred to
Alcatraz and worked there for a few months. He held several jobs on Fort
Leavenworth for the next few years. He was then recruited for a position in Quy Nhon, Vietnam
from 1969-70 at the supply depot in that port city. This position was outside of normal military roles.
His family had just built their house and the extra money he was paid for this position came in handy.
James then went to work at Bell Hall Command and General Staff College on Fort Leavenworth as
a chief of classroom services. He retired after forty years of combined government service. He is
survived by his wife of 69 years, Barbara (Welch) Schmidt, his children, Pamela Rutledge, Ronald
(Debbie) Schmidt, Diane (Steve) Soptic, Kathleen Carroll, James (Laura) Schmidt, Lori (Chris)
O’Brien and Lisa Schmidt. /Obit — Davis Funeral Chapel//
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Shimek, William J., 80, passed away July 7, 2025. Bill enlisted in the United
States Air Force on June 12, 1966, and was honorable discharged on June 12,
1970. He was assigned to study Russian at the Department of Defense East
European Language Institute at Syracuse University, graduating in 1967. Bill
had several related trainings at a number of military bases following his
graduation. He was assigned as Airborne Russian Linguist on recon flights
from Japan, South Korea, Okinawa and Omaha, NE until his discharge in
1970. Survivors include three brothers and two sisters-in-law: Virgil Shimek,
Athelstan, Jerry (Mary) Shimek, rural Manitowoc, Ronald Shimek,
Whitelaw, Janet Shimek, Manitowoc. //Obit - Lakeshore Family Funeral

Homes//
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Singleton, Leonard John Jr., MSgt (ret), 66, passed away September 20,
2025. Referred to as "LJ" by his friends and family, LJ passed away peacefully
at his home alongside his loving wife Sun-Pong. LJ was 66 years of age. He
and Sun-Pong were married 42 years. LJ was a proud US Air Force veteran of
20 years. As a Cryptologic Language Analyst, he was responsible for
translating and analyzing messages containing vital intelligence and getting
that intel to top military decision makers. LJ excelled in his chosen field as
evidenced by earning his degree in Intelligence Collection and being selected
as a language instructor at the Defense Language Institute at Presidio of
Monterey California. LJ was awarded many accolades, but most noteworthy
were the Air Force Commendation medal with one oak leaf cluster, the Joint Service Achievement
Medal, and the Joint Service Commendation Medal. Most of his career was spent stationed at Osan
Air Base, South Korea. Leonard is survived by his wife, Sun-Pong. //Obit -
www.moserfuneralhome.com//

A long time Skivvy Niner. //Dennis Buxton//

Leonard was a kind, warm and beautiful person. A wonderful mentor with a playful personality. He
was an inspiration and will be forever missed. Love to his wife, family and long list of friends //Chris
Callan//

Sincere condolences. LJ was my senior analyst for several years when | was based in Hawaii and
he couldn't have been a wiser, warmer, funnier mentor. He will be missed dearly. //Eric and Jennifer
Feinberg//
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Sneed, Charles Daniel, Capt, 75, passed away June 16, 2025. He enlisted in
the USAF in 1970 as a Russian Linguist and trained at Syracuse University
through a total immersion program. His first assignment took him to
Augsburg, Germany, where he worked in critical Cold War operations. In July
1973, he separated from the Air Force to attend the University of Kentucky.
There, he was commissioned as a Second Lieutenant through the ROTC
program, and upon graduation in 1976, he earned a pilot training assignment
at Laughlin Air Force Base in Del Rio, Texas. He then settled in Omaha,
Nebraska, where he flew missions for the Air Force with great pride. From
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1983 to 1985, he served in Gelsenkirchen, Germany, flying NATO AWACS
— a testament to his steady hands and compassionate heart. He later returned to Offutt Air Force Base
for one of the most prestigious assignments of his career: piloting the E-4 Airborne Command Post,
one of the few 747s in the USAF inventory. After an admirable military career, Dan separated from
the USAF in 1987 with the rank of Captain. //Obit — Barnett Strother Funeral Home//
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Sparrow, George Thomas “Tom?”, 81, passed away September 1, 2025.
For 59 years, he shared a wonderful marriage with his wife, Marilyn,
building a strong and loving family together. He is survived by Marilyn; his
daughter Judy and son-in-law Paul; his son George. He proudly served in the
United States Air Force for 23 years, achieving the rank of MSgt. //Obit -
Gendron Funeral and Cremation Services//

Swanson, Charles Richard, SMSgt (ret), 91, passed away January 9,
2025. Charles served as a linguist in the United States Air Force until his
retirement in 1975, ending a 23-year military career at the rank of Senior
Master Sergeant. He was fluent in at least three languages other than
English. Following his military service, he went on to work for 20 years as
an electrical engineer in the defense industry, retiring in 1995. Charles is
survived by his wife of 39 years, Mary Swanson, his sons, Charles Swanson
Jr. and Steven Swanson, daughter Lynette Jewett. //Obit — Gold Country
Media//
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Szyperski, Raymond Henry, MSgt (ret), 95, passed away July 2, 2025. He
enlisted in the United States Air Force in 1949, serving in the Air Force
Security Service and studying at Defense Language Institute in Monterey,
California; Syracuse University in New York; and Air Force Intelligence
School at Lowry Air Force Base in Denver, Colorado. As a young Airman
assigned to study languages at Syracuse University, Ray — in a mysterious
mix-up that was a favorite among his many famous stories — met a charming
USO volunteer named Mary, who became his wife in 1958. Military service
took them and their growing family across the United States to Madison,
Wisconsin and Marquette, Michigan, across the Atlantic Ocean to Hof in
Bavaria, Germany, and back again to Ft. Meade, Maryland. Eventually, Ray and Mary settled with
their three children in Laurel, Maryland, and resided there for more than half a century. Following
retirement in 1969 from his decorated Air Force career, Ray joined the civil service workforce at the
National Security Agency. Beginning as Senior Branch Linguist and Intelligence Analyst, he
expanded into technical analysis, progressed through various management positions, and retired as
Executive of the Intelligence Analysis Career Panel. His second retirement stuck, and he spent the
next three-plus decades enjoying his family and supporting his local church and community. Ray
will be remembered by his children Kiva Fecteau (Claude), David Szyperski, and William Szyperski
(Carole). //Obit — Lasting Tributes Funeral Care//
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Vogler, David Lee Sr., TSgt (ret), 81, passed away September 14, 2025. After
graduating from Roy Miller High School, he pursued his passion for education
and languages at Indiana University and the Defense Language Institute before
earning an Associates of Applied Science in Public Information from the
Community College of the Airforce, a Bachelor of Arts in Communications
from Corpus Christi State University and a Master of Science in Rehabilitation
Counseling from the University of North Texas. His academic achievements
reflected his deep intelligence and his desire to understand and improve the
world around him. In the midst of his studies, Dave answered the call to serve
his country. A 20-year veteran of the US Air Force, he worked as a public affairs technician and
crypto linguist, specializing in Indonesian and Chinese languages. His military service took him on
many adventures, but his heart remained with his family and community. Dave's life's work centered
on helping veterans and the disabled find and retain employment. He served as a Case Manager, Job
Readiness Trainer, and Job Developer/Coach for the disabled. For 20 years, he served the State of
Texas as a Veteran's Outreach Program Specialist and Transition Assistance Program (TAP)
Facilitator at the Texas Workforce Commission and as a Vocational Rehabilitation Counselor for
the Texas Department of Assistive and Rehabilitative Services. His tireless advocacy and support
changed countless lives for the better. Even in retirement, he continued to guide service members
transitioning from military to civilian life as a Transition Assistance Program (TAP) Facilitator, as a
government contractor. //Obit - Maxwell P. Dunne Funeral Service - Yorktown Blvd//
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Young, Robert O., 92, passed away November 13, 2025. He enlisted in
the United States Air Force in 1952 and served his tour of duty in Japan in
the Air Force Security Service. He was honorably discharged in 1956.
//Obit — All Faiths Funeral Home//
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Renew Your Membership Today
Using PayPal

We have created the capability to now accept electronic membership payments and any other
funds/donations using PayPal. If you transfer money to funds@ftva.us in PayPal
https://www.paypal.com/us/home, the money will go directly to the FTVA account and the
treasurer will automatically be notified. This is a step to increase the ways you can get money
to FTVA.

For more information simply send an email to:
membersupport@ftva.us
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WE ARE YOU!
Past, Present, Future

THE FREEDOM THROUGH VIGILANCE
ASSOCIATION

THE FTVA IS A PRIVATE, NON-PROFIT CORPORATION ESTABLISHED IN 1981. WE ARE
DEDICATED TO THE SUPPORT AND PERPETUATION OF SOCIAL, EDUCATIONAL AND

HUMANITARIAN SERVICES FOR THE USAF AND 16™ AIR FORCE.

ALL FORMER AND CURRENT MILITARY OR CIVILIAN MEMBERS OF 16™ AF AND ITS
PREDECESSOR COMMANDS OR AGENCIES ARE ELIGIBLE FOR MEMBERSHIP. SURVIVING
SPOUSES OF DECEASED PERSONNEL ARE ELIGIBLE FOR ASSOCIATE MEMBER STATUS.

85




	“MORE ON J-JOC
	SOCIAL ACTIVITIES
	IN TOUCH WITH THE PAST

